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OBITUARIES

THIS LIST SPONSORED BY:

Funeral Homes & Crematory

In 
Loving

Memory

573-213-5110
701 N. Bus. 61
Bowling Green

McCoy &
Blossom

Patrick L. Clark, 53, Hannibal
Scott Thiel, 73, Louisiana
Okey Wayne Thornton, 80, Cornith, Miss.
Lena Mae Luebbers, 96, Curryville
Christopher Brice Fitchett, 48, Clarksville
Earl Wayne Salmons Jr., 55, Columbia
Josie Taylor Lovelace, 24, Farber
Richard ‘Dickie’ Collier, 52, Atlanta
Lisa Ann Kemry Overrein, 57, Boomer
John Mark Powell, 59, Clarksville
Ernie Motley, 75, Kirksville
Vincent Lee Benjamin, 61, Steelville

Old school desks and outlines of chalkboards amidst hanging insulation are silent remnants of the Meriwether building's
days as Louisiana's Elementary School.

Trib photo by Kimberly Chandler

This service of listing all obituaries in today’s paper, for any 
funeral home, is sponsored by McCoy & Blossom Funeral Homes

Update On Officer Involved Shooting
BY BRICE CHANDLER

STAFFWRITER
Louisiana Police Chief of Police,

William Jones, released further in-
formation regarding the police pur-
suit last month that ended in an
officer involved shooting.  
According to Chief Jones, the

Feb. 20 pursuit was initiated when a
Louisiana officer observed James
Lederle operating a vehicle on 4th
Street near Highway 54 in
Louisiana.  
The Louisiana police officer had

prior knowledge of Lederle having
an active felony parole warrant for
dangerous drugs. The warrant had a
national extradition limit.  
The officer activated his vehicle’s

emergency equipment and attempted
to stop the Lederle who fled while
committing multiple traffic viola-
tions in Missouri before entering Illi-
nois.    
“During the pursuit, Pike County

(MO) Joint Communications ad-
vised the officer Lederle was known
to be armed and dangerous and had
an active felony warrant,” the press
release stated.  
The pursuit ended on 236th Av-

enue, off Illinois State Highway 96,
near Pleasant Vale Township where
according to the department’s state-
ment, Lederle stopped his vehicle,
placed it in reverse, and rammed the
patrol vehicle behind him.    
“The officer then exited his patrol

vehicle and approached Lederle’s
vehicle with his duty weapon
drawn,” it continued. “Lederle then

pulled his vehicle forward and again
placed his vehicle in reverse and
rammed the patrol vehicle a second
time.”    
The release goes on to state that

the Louisiana police officer ordered
Lederle out of the vehicle and Led-
erle exited with his right hand placed
in a front “hoody” pocket and stated
he wanted to the officer to shoot him.    
Lederle refused numerous direc-

tives to remove his hand from his
pocket and place himself face down
on the ground while continuing to
approach the officer stating, “just
shoot me” and “just kill me”.   
The officer then had no choice but

to fire one shot, striking Lederle. 
Lederle then fell to the ground

and continued to repeat his mantra
before standing back up and ap-
proaching the officer. 
The officer was able to secure

Lederle in the back of his patrol unit
and wait for other officers to arrive. 
The Pike County MO Sheriff’s

Department assisted with taking
Lederle into custody. 
Lederle was turned over to Pike

County, Illinois Sherriff’s Depart-
ment and received medical treatment
on scene for his injuries. 
Lederle refused further treatment

on scene and was transported to the
Pike County Illinois Jail. 
It was later discovered the vehicle

operated by Lederle was stolen from
Creve Coeur.    

All named suspects are assumed
innocent until proven guilty in a
court of law.  

Louisiana Meriwether School
Slated For Demolition

BYBRICE CHANDLER
STAFFWRITER

Anyone traveling along Highway
54 through Louisiana has likely no-
ticed the bombed out look of the for-
mer Meriwether Elementary School
last week.  
Workers have been busy conduct-

ing the asbestos abatement process
for the building’s pending demoli-
tion.     
“All of this was part of the Bond

issue we passed a few years ago,”
Louisiana R-II School District Su-
perintendent, Dr. Todd Smith, ex-
plained. “Meriwether was being
used as our bus barn.  Part of the
bond issue was to construct a new
bus barn and demolish the old one.

We moved into the new bus barn this
summer.”  
The decision to demolish the

building also stems from what the
school board sees as community re-
sponsibility. 
“The board wanted to do the right

thing,” Dr. Smith continued. “We
wanted to clean up our footprint, and
the board felt it was the best deci-
sion. We also wanted to avoid an-
other situation as with the old
middle school.”  
Dr. Smith is referring to the old

school building on North 5th Street
that once served as the city’s high
school and then middle school. The
property was sold to a private group
in the early 2000’s for use as resi-

dential and commercial space; how-
ever,the property has been aban-
doned and decaying for years
leaving the city with few options.  
The school district continued to

use the Meriwether School building
after shuffling the grades to different
newer buildings in 1996. 
Since then, the building has pri-

marily been used as the district’s bus
barn, but that time has come to an
end. 

Smith expects to the $92,000 as-
bestos abatement project to finish in
the following weeks as they receive
bids for the demolition project. 
The school district is aiming for a

tentative June completion.

Louisiana School Board To
Decide Superintendent Extension

BY BRICE CHANDLER
STAFFWRITER

The fate of Superintendent Todd
Smith’s career rests on a decision
from the Louisiana School Board
during its Monday, March 8 meeting.  
According to the unofficial min-

utes from the school board’s previ-
ous meeting on Tuesday, Feb 23, Bill
Capps made a motion to extend
Smith’s contract into the 2022-23
school year – that motion died with-
out a second.  
Smith’s employment at the school

district began in 2002, but that could
end with the school year if the board
forgoes voting on the decision or
votes no.  
Smith said the move came as a

shock after motions had been made,
seconded, and approved to extend all
three school principal contracts into
the 2021-2022 year.  
A decision is expected at the

meeting which takes place after the
Tribune’s press deadline.  

The People’s Tribune will update
as information becomes available.

Bank Of Louisiana To Merge With Peoples Bank & Trust Co.

Bank of Louisiana is excited to
announce they have agreed to enter
into a merger with Peoples Bank &
Trust Co. of Troy. The merger is ex-
pected to be completed in the fourth
quarter of this year, pending regula-
tory approval.
Bank of Louisiana has worked

alongside Peoples Bank & Trust for
the last 33 years, as both banks are a
part of Lincoln County Bancorp, a
community bank holding company. 

“Our existing relationship with
Peoples Bank makes the process of
merging of our two banks more ef-

ficient,” said Jim Ross, Bank of
Louisiana President, “We don’t an-
ticipate much changing for our cus-
tomers other than they will now
have additional financial products
and services that were not available
before. You will continue to receive
the same personalized, hometown
service from the same people you
have worked with for years at Bank
of Louisiana.”
“We are excited about expanding

into the Louisiana community,” said
Justin St. Pierre, President of Peo-
ples Bank & Trust. “Louisiana was
my hometown growing up and as an
organization, Peoples Bank takes
great pride in being involved in our
local communities. I look forward to
the bank being actively involved in
Louisiana and getting to know and
reconnect with our new customers
and community members.”

Once the merger is complete,
Peoples Bank & Trust Co. will have
10 branches throughout Pike, Lin-
coln and St. Charles Counties in
Missouri. 

Jim Ross & Justin St. Pierre

Perkins Presents 
Proclamation To NHS

March marks the 100th anniversary of the National Honor
Society.  State Representative Chad Perkins presented a
proclamation recognizing this anniversary on Friday, Feb.
26.  Bowling Green High School chapter is dedicated to pro-
viding service to the school and community through the
backpacking program (food bags are prepared to be sent
home for the weekends) and volunteer hours at concession
stands, tutoring, and anything else they are asked to help
with. Students have to maintain a 3.5 gpa and be in good
standing with conduct in order to be a member of the organ-
ization.

Trib photo by Jerry Hickerson

Van-Far Speech Team
District 2 Champs Again

BY BRICE CHANDLER
STAFFWRITER

With all the excitement surround-
ing high school hoops and district
basketball action, it’s easy to become
distracted from other teams where
area students are excelling. Such as
quiz bowl, trapshooting, and speech.  
The idea of public speaking is one

of many people’s worst fears even
though it traces back to ancient
Greece. The Anxiety caused by public
speaking can range from slight nerv-
ousness to complete panic, but it can
be overcome. More importantly, it’s a
skill that can be honed just as much as
a free-throw shot.  
The Van-Far speech team has that

skill down to an art, and for the sec-
ond consecutive year, they have
claimed the title of District 2 champs. 
“I couldn’t be more proud of these

kids,” Tyler Oesch, the team’s coach
said on social media. 
According to Oesch, the team

competed against 15 schools includ-
ing Columbia Public Schools, Troy,
and Warrenton. 
“Each student had to be in the top

six of their events after the first two
rounds of judging to make it to the
final round,” He told The Tribune.
“Depending on the event, they take
either one or two students to state.”  
All four of the team members

placed either first or second in their
seven events which qualified all of
them for the MSHSAA State Tourna-

ment in April.  
This year, due to COVID-19 con-

cerns, the students’ events were sub-
mitted via video.  
“The kids attended ten virtual tour-

naments starting in October to prepare
for their district recordings,” he con-
tinued. “They're hard workers and
their work ethic has definitely paid off
yet again, despite a challenging year.”  
Harley Young made Van-Far his-

tory and possibly District 2 history as
the first student to become district
champion in three different events:
storytelling, humorous, and duo inter-
pretation (co-won with Kiera Hay-
den).  
Duo interpretation involves a pair

of performers acting out a literary
piece or program under certain re-
straints, including not making eye
contact with or touching your partner,
and no props. The event can either be
dramatic or humorous.  
Kiera Hayden took first place

alongside Harley in the duo interp and
claimed first place in prose. Cameron
Jones claimed first in poetry and sec-
ond place in radio.  
Trevor Winders grabbed second in

the original oratory event.  
The team captured the district

championship after winning the EMO
Conference for the third year in a row. 
The People’s Tribune will continue

to cover these and other students on
their journey to the State Champi-
onship.  
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Thousands of Missourians who

received unemployment overpay-
ments would have the federal por-
tion of their debt forgiven under
legislation approved this week by
the House. The bill would ensure
Missourians who received the over-
payments non-fraudulently do not
have to repay the federal dollars they
received.
Because the state’s Department of

Labor was inundated with requests
for unemployment benefits during
the pandemic and was rushing to get
payments processed, the department
sent out approximately $146 million
in unemployment benefits to 46,000
Missourians who didn’t qualify.
Those who received the aid went on
to spend it on rent, mortgage pay-
ments, utilities and other necessities.
Months later the state sent notice to
these individuals that the aid they re-
ceived had to be repaid. The average
repayment amount was in the thou-
sands of dollars.
“The financial assistance that re-

cipients thought was a lifeline of
survival has now become an anchor
of debt,” said the bill’s sponsor. He
added, “The legislature did not cre-
ate this mess, but we can help clean
it up.”

The bill passed by the House
would instruct the department to
waive repayment of the federal por-
tion of the overpayments for those
who received them non-fraudu-
lently. If the department determines
a recipient received money through
fraud, those overpayments would
not be waived. Under this bill, the
department would still seek repay-
ment of the state portion of the over-
payments. However the repayments
would be made without interest and
without penalties and the department
would work out an affordable pay-
ment plan with each recipient. In ef-
fect, the state portion will end up
being a zero interest loan.
The bill’s sponsor said approxi-

mately 75 percent of the $146 mil-
lion in overpayments is federal, and
repayment on those funds will be
forgiven.
He said, “It doesn’t make a lot of

sense to use state employees and
state resources to recoup money
from our citizens only to send that
money to Washington D.C., espe-
cially when the feds aren’t asking
for it back.”
The bill now moves to the Senate

for debate.
OTHER LEGISLATION SENT TO

SENATE
HB 548 specifies that an other-

wise inadmissible witness statement
is admissible in evidence in a crimi-
nal proceeding as substantive evi-
dence if the court, after a hearing,
finds by a preponderance of the evi-
dence that the defendant engaged in
or acquiesced to wrongdoing with
the purpose of causing the unavail-
ability of the witness, such wrong-
doing caused or substantially

contributed to the unavailability of
the witness, the prosecution exer-
cised due diligence to secure by sub-
poena or other means the attendance
of the witness, and the witness failed
to appear. Supporters say that this
follows the Federal Rule of Evi-
dence. No one shall be permitted to
take advantage of his or her own
wrongs. This keeps defendants from
being able to exclude evidence of
witnesses who were not available to
testify because of the wrongdoing of
the defendant, which is not new doc-
trine. The Supreme Court of Mis-
souri decided this in 2008 and the
Supreme Court of the United States
decided this in the 1800s.
HB 357 allows cottage food pro-

duction operations to sell food over
the Internet. Currently, cottage food
production operations must have an
annual gross income of $50,000 or
less and are prohibited from selling
food through the Internet. This bill
removes the cap on annual gross in-
come and the prohibition on online
sales, provided that the cottage food
production operation and purchaser
are both located in Missouri. Sup-
porters say the bill would open up
new markets across the state to those
who operate a cottage food produc-
tion operation and provide more op-
portunities to sell their products.
During the current pandemic, if cot-
tage food production operations
were able to sell to consumers on-
line, it would have made it easier for
people to both sell and purchase
these products while social distanc-
ing.
HB 657 allows a public govern-

mental body to close records of util-
ity usage and bill records for
customers of public utilities unless
the customer requests them or au-
thorizes their release. It also allows
a public governmental body to close
records if the records are related to
email addresses and telephone num-
bers submitted to a public govern-
mental body by individuals or
entities for the sole purpose of re-
ceiving electronic or other commu-
nications. Additionally, it allows a
public governmental body to close
records related to security and evac-
uation procedures, including soft-
ware or surveillance companies that
secure the building, for public gov-
ernmental property.

Women Legislators of Missouri
Caucus Holds Annual Scholarship
Contest
The Women Legislators of Mis-

souri are encouraging young women
set to graduate from high school at
the end of this year to apply for a
$500 college scholarship.
The Women Legislators of Mis-

souri Caucus created the senior
scholarship program to provide fi-
nancial assistance to students on the
basis of leadership, academics and
community service. Candidates
must fill out an application and are
required to submit a 500-word essay

answering the question, “If you were
a state legislator, what would you
hope to accomplish and why?”

Each year the group selects one
student from each of Missouri’s con-
gressional districts to receive the
award. Members hope to spread the
word about the scholarship opportu-
nity so that female students from all
parts of the state will apply.
The submission deadline is

Wednesday, March 31, 2021, and
the group will select recipients and
then hold a reception in their honor
on Monday, April 19 at the Missouri
State Capitol.
A link to download the scholar-

ship application is located at
www.myscholarshipcentral.org.
Individuals interested in applying

can contact the office of Rep. Suzie
Pollock at 573-751-1119 for more
information.

GOVERNOR RELEASES
VITAL FUNDING

Because Missouri continues to
outpace its projected revenue
growth, Gov. Mike Parson recently
released nearly $281 million in gen-
eral revenue restrictions. The re-

leased funds will go to a number of
state departments including Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education, Agri-
culture, Health and Senior Services,
and Social Services.

Community
Calendar...

Submit upcoming events by calling
324-6111 or toll-free 888-324-9636 

or e-mail to:
peoplestribune@sbcglobal.net

On March 12: Louisiana
Knights of Columbus fish fry, 5-7
p.m. Dine-in, carry-out, and curb-
side pick up.

On March 18: There will be a
meeting of the board of trustees of
the Pike County Health Department,
Home Health and Hospice Agency
at 8:30 a.m., in the conference room
at 1 Healthcare Place, Bowling
Green.

Rep. Chad Perkins Capitol Report

•State Inspections
•Full Services

Auto & Diesel Care
3505 Georgia St.
(ALPS Building)

Louisiana
dstopauto@gmail.com

Regular Oil
Changes Start At

$29.99

•Local Rough
Country Dealer•

Customization
Suspension Lift Kit

Custom Tires & Wheels
1,000s Of Accessories
For All Your 4x4 & Off
Road Needs Along

With Audio Installation

•Termite Treatment - Pre/Post Construction
•Pest Control - Spiders - Roaches - Ants - Fleas - Mice

•Stinging Insects        •Bed Bugs Heat Treatment
www.midwestpestpros.com
midwestpest@outlook.com

573-324-2313
Free Inspections
No Contracts

Text
Or Call

Like Us On Facebook/Midwest Pest Pro

Culvert Work
For Pike Routes

Weather permitting, MoDOT crews will
be doing culvert work on Pike County
Route H and Pike County Route D.  All
work will be completed between 8 a.m. and
3 p.m., each day.

Route H - March 8, the road will be
closed from Pike CRD 227 to Pike CRD
250 for a culvert replacement.

Route H - March 9, the road will be
closed from Pike CRD 250 to 1 mile east
of Pike CRD 250 for a culvert replacement.

Route H - March 11, the road will be
closed from 0.90 mile west of Pike County
Route W to 1.5 miles west of Route W for
a culvert replacement.

Route D - March 12, the road will be
closed from Pike CRD 253 to Pike CRD
244 for a culvert replacement.

Route D - March 15, the road will be
closed from Pike County Route N to Pike
CRD 232 for a culvert replacement.

Route D - March 16, the road will be
closed from Pike CRD 232 to Pike CRD
266 for a culvert replacement.



From The Mayor’s Desk...
Our City could

still use help with
picking up and mov-
ing branches and
limbs fallen in yards
and moved toward
the streets for Al-
liance. To any inter-
ested men , women,
or youth groups it
would be very help-
ful  if you cleaned on
Church Street head-
ing west and then came back
east on Main Street.  Picking up
branches in the Parks would also
be greatly appreciated as you
may trail walk. All of us need
help from time to time and in a
caring community, it is valuable
and sometimes vital to help oth-
ers in their time of need. Simple
helping hands may not seem like
a big deal, but to those who need
help, it gives hope and under-
standing that they are important
to someone.  
Street work has been going on

around Bowling Green with cold
patches in pot holes. The Locust
and North Main Cross repaving
is scheduled to start next week
which is good news to all that
live and travel on these streets.
Thank you for your patience
through water, sewer, and street
upgrades. The city now has an
official address for the Industrial
Park. Bowling Green has an In-
dustrial Park and we need to
start utilizing it with businesses.
Thank you, Brittany and staff, at
911 Commission for assigning
us an address. Thanks also to the
Bowling Green Police Depart-
ment for rounding up dogs and
cats that have been multiplying
in some of our neighborhoods. 
Thank you, patrons as you

continue to Shop Local and sup-
port our Bowling Green busi-
nesses and services. It means so
much to our community when
we keep our loyalty here and
support one another. There has
also been outstanding support
for the fish dinners at Ashley and
St. Clement.  The food is amaz-
ing and the fellowship and inter-
action with people is even better.
Many thanks to all the volun-

teers that make these
events so successful!
(Will you help us beau-
tify our city also?)
Mark Twin Solid Waste
Management will be
her this week taking
pictures of businesses
that have SHOP
LOCAL signs in your
windows or doors.
Please display your
signs so we can qualify

for future grants promoting local
businesses and services.
Hoppy Shopping in the Green

is coming to local stores in April
for 10 hours only.  On Friday,
April 2, starting at 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
It is hosted by Gypsy Soul Salon
and detailed participants will be
presented soon. 
I have written before about

many people desiring a “Wel-
come to Bowling Green” sign at
our on ramps off Highway 61.
Again, this is not budgeted by
the City and would be accom-
plished only through contribu-
tions and/or fundraising events.
MODOT has approved some
type of sign but we must submit
its design before final approval.
A “monument style” has been
voice by those who desire a wel-
come sign but the cost is yet to
be determined and will be ac-
cording to its dimensions. If you
have any thoughts on design or
how to pay for such, please call
me at 314-941-2277. One gifted
business person suggested going
through local business cus-
tomers  who “would round up to
the next dollar” when making
their purchases. Customers
would donate cents and not dol-
lars.  Merchants, how would you
feel about this?  Please respond
to jarico@bowlinggreen-
mo.gov. 

Many thanks still to the
Nazarene Church of Bowling
Green for allowing the Health
Department to utilize their facil-
ity for administering the covid-
19 vaccine.  Excellent work by
the Health Department and its
staff in caring for our citizens
who desire the vaccine shots.  

JIM ARICO, MAYOR
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN
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Come In & Let One Of Our Sales
Staff help You Find That New Or
Quality Pre-Owned Vehicle

See Nathan Kraft, Curtis Thomas
Or Ryan Kent

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488

Put Our Classifieds To Work For You

Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

Paschal-Lawson
Scholarship

The Bowling Green Christian (Disci-
ples of Christ) Church in Bowling Green
was pleased to announce the award of
the Paschal-Lawson Scholarship to
Kameron Worley, son of Kyle and Jenny
Worley of Bowling Green, recently. This
scholarship is awarded to a Bowling
Green High School graduate who is a
student at Culver-Stockton College in
Canton. Kameron is enrolled in his sec-
ond semester at Culver-Stockton Col-
lege and is pursuing a degree in
psychology with an interest in Autistic
Children. Frank Berlin, board chairman
of the church, presented the check to
Kameron. This scholarship is named
after Unsell and Osa Mae Paschal and
Lola Lawson. They were hard-working,
dedicated Christians who highly valued
education. They were members of the
Bowling Green Christian (Disciples of
Christ) Church and designated funds for
the establishment of this scholarship

••NOW ACCEPTING New RESIDENTS••

Tri-County Care Center
601 N. Galloway Road - Vandalia - 573-594-6467

RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY ROOMS AVAILABLE
Accepting Outpatient Therapy Referrals

We Now Allow Compassionate
Caregivers & Indoor Visits



Patrick L. Clark
Patrick L. Clark, “Cowboy”, 53,

completed his journey peacefully to
the promise land surrounded by his
family and friends on Sunday, Feb.
28, 2021. 
Visitation was at James O’Donnell

Funeral Home in Hannibal Friday
from 5-7 p.m. Funeral services were
Saturday at 10 a.m., with visitation
being held from 9 a.m., until the time
of services.
Patrick was born to Stephen and

Mary McPike Clark of Bowling
Green. They both preceded him in
death. His grandmother, Hattie
Mitchell, also preceded him in death.
Patrick is survived by a brother,

Michael Clark and wife, Sarah of
Iowa; as well as aunts, uncles, numer-
ous cousins, nieces, and nephews, in
and around the Bowling Green area.
Also surviving are his staff “fam-

ily” and friends he has made over the
past 30 years while in the care of the
McClain Group Home/ISL in Hanni-
bal. Those include Karen McClain
and family, Cody McClain, Alaura
Adams, Shana Gibbons, Jamaishia
Turnage, Wendy Miller, Brandy
Houston, Donna Feather, Susan Stan-
ley, Emma Dooley and the staff at
Abilities, and the staff at Skills Devel-
opment.
Patrick graduated from Mississippi

Valley State School and attended
Abilities day program for the devel-
opmentally disabled.
Patrick was a true “Cowboy” at

heart. He loved watching old westerns
while wearing his cowboy hat and
boots, and shooting his rifle at the bad
guys. He enjoyed listening to music
and watching movies. Patrick was a
people person and enjoyed watching
people and looking to see what shoes
they were wearing. He loved wearing
his boots and had a collection of nu-
merous hats that he loved to wear
daily. 
If Pat could not decide between a

cowboy hat or a ball cap, he just wore
both, donning the nickname “Two
Hat Pat”! He had a contagious smile
that lit up any room he was in and
liked to admire himself in the mirror.
Most importantly, Patrick was happy
and he knew he was loved. He will be
missed tremendously by the ones who
loved and cared for him. Ride high
Cowboy!
Donations can be made to the

James Carey Cancer Center in Han-
nibal.

Scott Thiel
Richard Scott Thiel, 73, died

peacefully at his farm in Louisiana on
Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021.
Mr. Thiel’s wishes were to be cre-

mated and have his ashes scattered on
his farm. A memorial service will be
held when the weather improves.  
He was born Oct. 31, 1947 in

Providence, Rhode Island, the second
son of George Francis Thiel and Mar-
garet Mae (Darden) Thiel.
Survivors include his daughter,

Maggie Lynn (Thiel) Neff, her hus-
band Myles Neff of Louisiana, MO,
and granddaughters, Kyndell, Rose-
lyn, and Georgia Neff.  His partner,
Amanda Sherwin, survives, as well as
numerous nieces, nephews, and
cousins.
He was preceded in death by his

parents, his brother, George Thiel, sis-
ter, Judy Thiel Berlemann, wife,
Michelle “Mickey” Schallert Thiel,
and best friend and farm partner,
Jeanette Stein.
Scott’s father, a Navy man, was

part of the crew that searched for
Amelia Earhart. He moved his family
according to his postings, ending in
his native St. Louis where the family
settled in the 1950’s. Scott spent his
early years in Florida, and summers
on a family farm in Kentucky.
An entrepreneur by nature, Scott

built successful businesses throughout
his life, starting with a lawn-mowing
and odd jobs business at age nine. He
was fascinated by tropical fish, and
built industry-leading sales depart-
ments for two St. Louis businesses
while still a teen. He joined the
Marines in 1968 to serve his country.

After his service he joined a group de-
veloping cutting edge newspaper in-
serts and lived in New York, New
Jersey, Boston, and Ontario while
launching the business.
He settled in St. Louis in the mid-

1970’s, launching a variety of busi-
nesses including a pet store, realty
firm and rental properties. Scott also
used his tremendous selling skills
with diverse local businesses such as
computers, insurance, swimming
pools, and camper tops. It was said he
could sell catsup popsicles to white-
gloved ladies.
In 1984 he married Michelle

“Mickey” Schallert, and Maggie
Lynn Thiel was born the following
year. Shortly after this he hurt his back
while working. Forced to rest, he re-
assessed his life as a new father, and
realized that some of his best times
had been working on the family farm
as a child. Together with next door
neighbors the Steins, he purchased
property in Louisiana.
While working the farm, raising

livestock and planting an orchard, he
continued to build and run small busi-
nesses. He became known around the
community for his abilities with tools,
from backhoe to screwdriver. Friend
and local pharmacist Bob Martin re-
called how his window overhang fell
one year. Scott showed up, screw-
driver in hand, and fixed the overhang
without saying a word.
Scott defined the term, “devoted

father.” He was fully involved in his
daughter’s life, sometimes to her dis-
may. When she graduated from law
school, attendees could hear him
shouting “Goomba” as she left the
stage. When she decided to teach
school, his hopes of seeing her as a
second Sandra Day O’Connor were
dashed, but he fully supported her de-
cision to pursue her passion. He was
immensely proud of her.
When grandchildren came along,

Scott gloried in being “Papa Scotty.”
He may have gone a little over the top
giving Kyndell, the oldest, a car for
her second birthday, but he delighted
in holding the children and watching
them play.
Mr. Thiel was a member of the

Elks, the Masons, and the American
Legion, as was his father. He was a
Deacon at the First Baptist Church for
many years.
Collier Funeral Home in Louisiana

was in charge of arrangements.

Okey Wayne 
Thornton
A Celebration of Life service for

Okey Wayne Thornton, 80, of
Corinth, Miss.,  was Saturday at 2
p.m., at First Baptist Church in
Corinth, with interment to follow at
Henry Cemetery. Bro. Dennis Smith
officiated the service. 
Visitation was Saturday from

noon-2 p.m., at First Baptist Church
of Corinth. 
Mr. Thornton died peacefully Sat-

urday, Feb. 27, 2021 at Magnolia Re-
gional Health Center. 
He was born Oct. 29, 1940 in

Frankford to Okey and Ruth Thorn-
ton. 
He graduated from the University

of Missouri in 1962 with a BSME,
and took a job with Allis-Chalmers,
specializing in hydraulic engineering.
He was on the design team for the hy-
draulic systems of the HD41 bull-
dozer, the “largest bulldozer in the
world” at that time. After a brief job
with Dart, he felt the Lord called him
to take a job with Tyrone in Corinth,
Miss. 
Okey had visited Corinth while

working for Allis-Chalmers, in the
1960’s, but never thought he would
end up spending most of his life there.
At Tyrone, he was chief applications
engineer, or the “sacrificial goat” as
he called it, who would go out to
solve customer problems. He was
also assigned to oversee all new ap-
plications based on what they had
learned from past problems. Tyrone
was the leader in hydraulic pumps in
the construction machinery industry
in the 1980’s. In 1983, he and Diane
Dunn started Hydraulic Analysis, Inc.
In 1990 they decided to manufacture
their own line of hydraulic pumps and
motors, and in 1992 formed Geartek,
Inc, which has grown into a thriving,
international business, in Corinth,
Miss. He was regularly involved in its
operations up until his passing. 
Okey also enjoyed boating, camp-

ing and Friday game nights with his
friends and family. He loved spending
time with his grandchildren and great
grandchildren. He was very involved
in his community and served several
years in the Kiwanis Club of Corinth,
becoming president and always en-
joying serving at the pancake break-
fasts. He was a member of Oakland
Baptist Church for many years and
was currently a member of First Bap-

tist Church of Corinth. 
He is survived by his wife of 60

years, Wilma Jean Thornton of
Corinth; children, Doug Thornton and
wife Michelle of Hernando, Miss.,
and Annette Villaflor and husband,
Greg of Corinth; grandchildren,
Nathan Thornton and wife, Kaylee,
Nicole Thornton, Nicolas Thornton,
Daniel Villaflor, Justin Villaflor, and
Grace Villaflor; great-grandchildren,
Bentley, Thornton, Addi Thornton
and Reid Thornton; sister, Sharon
Thomas of Louisiana; many nieces,
nephews, other relatives as well as
many, many friends. 
He is preceded in death by his par-

ents, Okey and Ruth Thornton and
great-grandson, Jaxon Tyler Thorn-
ton. 
Pallbearers were Jerry Miller, Der-

rick Dunn, Daniel Villaflor, Nicolas
Thornton, Justin Villaflor and Nathan
Thornton. 
In lieu of flowers the family re-

quest memorial donations be made to
First Baptist Church of Corinth.

Lena ‘Mae’ Luebbers
Lena "Mae" Luebbers, 96, of Cur-

ryville died Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021, at
the Tri-County Care Center, where
she had resided for several years. 
Funeral services were at 11 a.m.,

Saturday at Waters Funeral Home in
Vandalia. Bro. Kenny Haddock offi-
ciated. Burial was in Curryville
Cemetery following the service. 
A visitation celebrating the life of

Lena "Mae" Luebbers was at 10 a.m.,
until the time of service Saturday at
Waters Funeral Home. 
Mrs. Luebbers was born Sept. 20,

1924, to Richard Clyde and Leta Jar-
boe Woodson. Leta Woodson died
April 28, 1936, and Richard married
Mary Woods Woodson, who raised
Mrs. Luebbers and her two brothers,
Richard Woodson and Raymond
Woodson. On Dec. 15, 1945, she mar-
ried Bernard J. "Ben" Luebbers, who
preceded her in death on March 4,
2003. They lived and operated a farm
near Curryville for many years.
Mrs. Luebbers was preceded in

death by her husband, father, mother,
brothers, and nephew, Mark Wood-
son.
She is survived by her nephews,

Gary Woodson of Oregon, Daniel
Woodson of Texas, and Steven Wood-
son of Wyoming. 
Mae loved being on the farm, she

enjoyed mowing grass and working
in her flower gardens, spending time
with her dogs and cats and talking
with people everywhere she went.
Pallbearers were Chuck Wankel,

Woody Borgschulte, Jack
Borgschulte, Doug Weber, Mike
Schumaker and Steve Woodson.
Memorial contributions may be

made to the donor’s choice, c/o Wa-
ters Funeral Home. 
Online condolences may be made

to the family on Lena's memorial
page at www.watersfuneral.com 

Christopher Brice
Fitchett
Christopher Brice Fitchett was

born in Kissimmee, Fla., Nov. 20,
1972 to Earl Fitchett Jr. and Florine
Fitchett and grandparents, Spence and
Mary Faith Hubbard all of which
have gone to be with the Lord.
Graveside service were at Green-

wood  Cemetery in Clarksville Thurs-
day at 2 p.m.
He is survived by two brothers,

Brian Fitchett of Wood River, Ill., and
Brad Fitchett of Kissimmee, Fla.;
nephews, Jonathan Fitchett of St.
Charles, and Nicholas Fitchett of
Kansas City; four sons, Beau Davis
Fitchett 12, Gabriel Thomas Fitchett
15, Errett Christopher Fitchett 17, of
Clarksville, and Cameron Brian
Fitchett 27, and Cameron's wife,
Mary Katherine Fitchett of Greeley,
Colo.
Chris is a beloved son-in-law of

the Bankhead family. He will be
missed every earthly day by his wife,
Shelley Marie Fitchett.
Christopher followed Jesus home

on Feb. 27, 2021 at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital in St. Louis.   
Pallbearers were Michael Reid

Bankhead,  Chris Ferguson, Jonathan
Fitchett, Nicholas Fitchett, Jason
Reynolds, and Robert Andrew Stan-
ley.
In memory of Christopher, Shelley

would love for blood to be donated to
the Red Cross.  
Memorials can be made to the

Clarksville Christian Church.
Collier Funeral Home in Louisiana

was in charge of arrangements.

Earl Wayne 
Salmons Jr.
Earl Wayne Salmons, Jr.,  of Co-

lumbia died Wednesday, March 3,
2021. 
Earl was born Oct. 14, 1965, in

Chicago, Ill., the son of Earl and Alice
Medley Salmons. They preceded him
in death along with his brother, An-
thony Lee Salmons.
Earl is survived by his children,

Earl Salmons III, and Dominique
Johnson; and siblings, Cynthia Let-
ting, Carlos Lee, Kim Salmons,
Lynette Maxwell, Willetta Hudson,
Shelia Salmons, Tracy Miller and
husband, Jerry, Charles Salmons,
Cassandra Johnson, and Aleka
Thompson.
He graduated  from Louisiana

High School where he excelled in
football, basketball and track. Earl at-
tended Central Methodist University
on a football and track scholarship. 
Earl joined MetLife as a sales

leader during that time he realized his
love of entrepreneurship, thus creat-
ing his own contracting business
working with various real estate prop-
erties in Columbia. 
He coached boys and girls basket-

ball leagues for thirty-five years, pri-
marily focusing on girls basketball.
Under his coaching leadership ap-
proximately 90 percent of girls com-
pleting the program were able to
achieve a scholarship to universities
and colleges across the United States.   
Earl lived for basketball and any

sporting activity. 
Online condolences and tributes

may be shared with the family at
www.bachyager.com. 
Memorials should be presented to

Earl Salmons, III or Dominique John-
son, c/o Bach-Yager Funeral Chapel,
1610 N. Garth Ave., Columbia, MO
65202, to help with funeral expenses.

Josie Taylor 
Lovelace
Services for Josie Taylor Lovelace,

24, of Farber, will be held at 2 p.m.,
Friday at Bienhoff Funeral Home in
Vandalia with the Rev. Brian Lehen-
bauer officiating.  Burial will be in
Farber Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 12 p.m.

until the time of the service at the fu-
neral home.
Josie died Saturday, March 6, 2021

at SSM St. Mary's Audrain Hospital
in Mexico.
She was born in Mexico on March

25, 1996, the daughter of Brian and
Robyn Gay Lovelace.
Survivors include her parents of

Farber; a brother, Jarret Lovelace of
Farber; grandparents, Jim Lovelace
and wife, La-Rita of Mexico; and nu-
merous aunts, uncles, and cousins.
She was preceded in death by her

grandparents, J.D. and Sue Gay and
one uncle, Scott Lovelace.
Josie was a lifetime area resident

and Christian by faith.  She attended
the Lillian Schaper State School.  She
loved music, balloons, and spending
time with her family. Despite her
many different symptoms, her spirit
always shined.  Super Josie was a
beautiful combination of sunshine,
glitter, and giggles.
Pallbearers will be Jace Gay, Gavin

Greenplate, Brendyn Lovelace, Luke
Clemens, Tyler Clemens, Braxtyn
Lovelace, Derek Lovelace and Bran-
den Lovelace.  Honorary pallbearers
will be Jeff Gay, Brent Gay, Chad
Lovelace, Mike Lovelace, Jon
Lovelace and Rex Clemens.
Memorial contributions may be

made to TinySuperHeroes in care of 
Bienhoff Funeral Home, P.O. Box

54, Vandalia, MO 63382.
Online condolences may be made

at www.bienhofffuneralhome.com.

Richard ‘Dickie’
Orlando Collier
Richard Orlando Collier, 52, of At-

lanta, formerly of Vandalia died
Thursday, March 4, 2021 at Loch
Haven Nursing Home in Macon.
A Celebration of Life will be held

at a later date. 
Richard was born Aug. 21, 1968 in

Mexico, the son of James Sr. and
Maude Hammers Collier. He was
united in marriage to Shallon Sebrina
Mills on Nov. 12, 1995 in Vandalia.  
Richard graduated from Van-Far

High School.  He was known as a
“Jack of All Trades,” as he held many
different jobs throughout his life.
Richard enjoyed fixing bicycles for
the children of the local community,
caring for his fish aquariums, puzzles,
and watching Days of Our Lives. He
also enjoyed attending his children’s
activities and sporting events.  Most
of all, he loved spending time with his
family and friends.
He is survived by three children,

Shalyla Collier and Korbin Gunnels
of Elmer, Tristan Collier and Brooke
Whittom of Linn, and Javeen Collier
of Atlanta; four sisters, Diana Savage
and husband, Ronnie of St. Charles,
Cindy Collier of Columbia, Zenia
Collier Lawless of Atlanta, Ga., and
Sharon Chatman of Vandalia; three
brothers, Jerome Collier of Vandalia,
Jimmy Collier of Vandalia, and
Rickey Collier and wife, Shawnda of
Navarre, Fla.; mother- and father-in-
law, Nancy and Frank Mills; and in-
laws, nieces, and nephews.
Richard was preceded in death by

his parents; wife, Shallon on Nov. 23,
2020; two sisters, Teresa and Crystal
Collier; and one brother-in-law, Don-
nie Chatman.
Memorial contributions may be

sent to the Hutton & McElwain Fu-
neral Home, 301 N. Rubey St.,
Macon, MO 63552 to help cover fam-
ily expenses.

Lisa Ann Kemry
Overrein
Lisa Ann “Nana” Kemry Overrein,

57 of Boomer died Sunday, March 7,
2021 at Wake Forest Baptist Medical
Center in Winston-Salem.
Memorial services will be held

outside at 2 p.m., Saturday at Cross-
fire United Methodist Church with
Pastor Alan Rice officiating. The fam-
ily requests everyone attending to
wear a mask and social distance as
much as possible.
Mrs. Overrein was born Jan. 28,

1964 in Bowling Green to Robert
William Sr. and Bertha Ann Dale
Chandler Kemry.  She graduated from
Bowling Green High School, a mem-
ber of Crossfire United Methodist
Church and she was the director of
Sunday school classes at Crossfire.
She was a beloved “CNA”.
She was preceded in death by her

father, Robert William Kemry, Sr.;
and a grandson, JR Kilby.
She is survived by her husband,

Duncan Overrein of the home; three
daughters, Kemry Kough and hus-
band, Matthew of Lenoir, Cassandra
“Sam” Kilby of Boomer, Amanda
Watkins of Hays; a son, Joesph Over-
rein of Florida; her mother, Bertha
Ann Kemry of Bowling Green; three
brothers, Robert “Bobby” William
Kemry, Jr., and wife, Donna of Van-
dalia, Leslie Kemry of Bowling
Green, James Kemry and wife, Kathy
of Louisiana; a sister, Deanna Griffin
and husband, John of Louisiana;
seven grandchildren, Kolt Kilby,
Avery Kilby, Matthew Abel Kough,
Seth Saxon, Mikayla Saxon, Sadie
Church, Christian Smith; several
nieces; nephews and adopted grand-
children.  She was Nana to all.   
Flowers will be accepted or memo-

rials may to Crossfire United
Methodist Church, 3200 Statesville
Road, North Wilkesboro, N.C. 28659. 
Online condolences may be made

to www.reinsturdivant.com.
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Welding I

Welding Fab Team II

AWA Stop 3 Students

Welding Fab II Project

AWA Students

MDC, Partners Host Free Virtual Native Landscaping Workshop
Homeowners can contribute sig-

nificantly to making their neighbor-
hoods and communities greener by
planting native plants.   To help them
get started, the Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC) and the
Partners for Native Landscaping
have teamed up with St. Louis
County Library to present a series of
free virtual native landscaping work-
shop sessions: Spring Seminar Se-
ries: All About Native Plants.
A total of nine sessions will take

place starting March 10 and run
through May 4. Individual sessions
will include an Introduction to Na-
tive Landscaping for Wildlife and
People, Native Gardening for Polli-
nators, Native Plant Gardening for
Birds, Rainscaping with Native
Plants, and Gardening with Native
Shrubs and Trees, plus more. The
seminars will be led by experts in

the field like Dave Tylka and Mitch
Leachman of the St. Louis Audubon
Society, Ed Spevak from the Saint
Louis Zoo, Jean Ponzi from the Mis-
souri Botanical Garden, and Shaw
Nature Reserve’s Scott Woodbury.
Each Spring Seminar Series: All

About Native Plants session is free
and those interested may attend as
many as they choose. More informa-
tion about the series and a complete
list of programs can be found at
https://short.mdc.mo.gov/ZRx. Ad-
vance registration is required by
going to the St. Louis Country Li-
brary event signup page at
https://short.mdc.mo.gov/ZRN. Use
the search feature to locate programs
by title or date.
The workshop series is sponsored

jointly by MDC, Shaw Nature Re-
serve, St. Louis Audubon Society,
St. Louis Community College, the
St. Louis Chapter of Wild Ones,
BiodiverseCity St. Louis, Metropol-

itan Sewer District’s Project Clear
Stormwater, Grow Native!, and
hosted by the St. Louis County Li-
brary.
Native plants have evolved in

Missouri’s landscape. They are bet-
ter acclimated to our climate condi-
tions than exotic plants and resistant
to local pests and diseases. This
translates into less time, effort, and
costs consumed by watering, fertil-
izing, and insecticide use.
Likewise, native Missouri

wildlife has evolved to coexist and
use native plants for cover, food and
habitat. So, increasing native plants
also tends to increase desirable
wildlife, like birds, butterflies, and
pollinators.
This Partners for Native Land-

scaping virtual workshop series is
part of MDC’s commitment to work
with homeowners to sustain healthy
and greener communities for both
people and wildlife.

MU Announces
Spring 2021

Grad List
Vandalia - Stephanie Ann Fis-

cher, Master of Science in Agric
Leader, Com & Educ-MS.  
Bowling Green - Megan

Marshell Hakenwerth, Doctor of
Physical Therapy in Physical Ther-
apy-DPT.  
Lauren Kathleen Merz, Bachelor

of Science in Education in Elemen-
tary Education-BSEDwith an em-
phasis in Elementary Education ,
Minor in Human Devlp & Family
Std-MI, Undergraduate Certificate
in Multicultural Studies-Ugrd Cert  
Dalton Kaylann Louise Sisson,

Bachelor of Science in Biological
Sciences-BS, Undergraduate Cer-
tificate in Multicultural Studies-
Ugrd Cert, Minor in
Geography-MI.  
Clarksville - Kaitlyn Elizabeth

Fielder, Doctor of Veterinary Medi-
cine in Veterinary Medicine-DVM.  
Curryville - Tyler Stevenson

Chilton,  Bachelor of Science in En-
vironmental Sciences-BSwith an
emphasis in Atmosphere, Under-
graduate Certificate in Geographi-
cal Information Sci-Ugrd Cert.  
Eolia - Sean Bradley Sullivan

Bachelor of Health Science in
Health Science - BHSwith an em-
phasis in Leadership and Policy,
Minor in Business-MI, Undergrad-
uate Certificate in Multicultural
Studies-Ugrd Cert.  
Louisiana - Margaret Katharine

Matteson Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration in Busi-
ness Administration-BSBAwith an
emphasis in Management  
Austin Anthony Wylie Bachelor

of Arts in Digital Storytelling-BA,
Minor in Psychology-MI, Under-
graduate Certificate in Multicultural
Studies-Ugrd Cert, Minor in Art-MI
Center
John Clayton Robinson Bachelor

of Science in Agribusiness Manage-
ment-BS, Minor in Plant Sciences-
MI.  

PLTC Welding Students
Compete In Three Contests
Pike-Lincoln Tech Center Weld-

ing students have competed in three
different contests over the last
month. 
On Jan. 29, students competed at

Missouri Welding Institute (MWI).
PLTC students took first place, sec-
ond place, third place, fifth place,
and 10th place (details below). 
On Saturday, Feb. 6, students

competed at the American Welding
Academy. In this contest, our stu-
dents took first-10th places (details
below). In both of these contests,
students competed against over 100
students from multiple states.
On Friday, Feb. 12, students com-

peted at a regional SkillsUSA weld-
ing fabrication contest. Students
took first place in this contest and
are now eligible to compete at the
state level contest.

MWI CONTEST - JAN. 29
Josh Reid, first place, full ride

scholarship to MWI worth $15,900
plus a Lincoln Ranger 225 welder;
Brady Hubbard, second place, half
scholarship to MWI worth $7,950,
plus Victor Journeyman Torch;

Drew Songer, third place, fourth
scholarship to MWI worth $3,975,
plus Lincoln Auto darkening hood;
Dalton Eikel, fifth place; and David
Kinne, 10th.

AWA CONTEST - FEB. 6
First place - Josh Reid, Troy; sec-

ond place, Brady Hubbard, Elsberry;
third place, Drew Songer, Old Mon-
roe; fourth place, David Kinne, Win-
field; fifth place, Lane Presson,
Ashburn; sixth place, Michael
Shade, Louisiana; seventh place,
Dalton Eikel, Hawk Point; eighth
place, Jared Tibbits, Ashburn; ninth
place, Bhradian Haverstick, Win-
field; and 10th place, Ryan Korte,
Bowling Green

WELDING FABRICATION - FEB. 12
First place, Lane Presson, Josh

Reid, Dalton Eikel.
For more information about

PLTC, visit us on the web at
www.pltc.edu, find us on Facebook,
or just stop by and visit the school.
They are located in Eolia. Look for
them next to the water tower with
their name on it.

St. Clement Parish Fish Frys
Every Friday 
March 12, 19, 26
Serving 4:30-7:30 p.m.

St. Clement Knights of Columbus Hall
All-you-can-eat (Dine-in only) Carry-Outs Available

Adults $12 • Children 6-12 $5 • Children 5 & Under Free
Fish by the pound $12 (take out only)

Gun raffle tickets - Winner drawn last date 

St. Alphonsus 
Parish-Millwood

SAUSAGE DINNER
Sunday, March 14

Millwood 
Knights of Columbus Hall

11 a.m.-5 p.m. - Buffet Style
$12 adults • $5 children 12 & under$12 adults • $5 children 12 & under

Free preschoolersFree preschoolers
Sausage, Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Homemade Rolls, Sauerkraut, 

Green Beans, Applesauce, 
Homemade Desserts, Tea & Coffee

Charles 
Tichacek Jr., 

Pastor

•Country Store •Quilt
1/2 Hog Raffle

•Wagon of Groceries

Hannibal Regional
Moves To

Phase 1B Tier 3
Hannibal Regional is excited to

share that beginning March 15 they
will begin offering COVID-19 vac-
cines to Missouri residentsin Phase
1B, Tier 3! Missouri Governor Par-
son recently announced that Mis-
souri will be expanding the group of
Missourians eligible to receive the
COVID vaccine to include critical
infrastructure workers (information
about this Tier can be found at:
https://covidvaccine.mo.gov/prior-
ity/Phase1b/#phase1b-3). 
As a designated high throughput

vaccination center for Missouri
(State Highway Patrol Troop B),
Hannibal Regional is working di-
rectly with employersin this Tier to
help them access the vaccine for
their employees. Are you an em-
ployer in this Tier and in the Troop
B service area? If so, please contact
Hannibal Regional at 573-629-3576
or 573-629-3579, or email JD Dodd
at jd.dodd@hannibalregional.org to
get your business signed up. If you
are an employee in Phase 1B, Tier
3, and are not offered information
from your employer, appoint-
mentscan be made beginning Tues-
day, March 9 by calling the vaccine
line at (573) 629-3570.
They are excited to enter this

next phase and hope our employers
and employees will access this vac-
cine in protecting workers and our
community!

Annual Bethel AME Fish Fry
To Be Held Good Friday
The Bethel AME Church, Pay-

nesville to hold their Annual Good
Friday fish fry, on April 2. Serving
time to begin at 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
They will be serving plates, cat-

fish filet, choice of two sides baked
beans, potato salad, cole slaw.
dessert and drink
Mask will be worn and social dis-

tancing will be asked.There will
only be carry-out orders.

For information or to place an
order feel free to contact: Joanne
Hammuck - 573-847-2266, Virginia
Starks - 573-253-3109, Lamont
Davis - 573-847-2322, Frank or
Cindy Raspberry - 573-470-0441,
Becky or Scott Yates - 573-470-
0714 or Maymie Yates - 573-847-
2005.
Or just come by and place your

order, everyone is welcome.

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE

485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED -
BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards
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John Mark Powell
John Mark Powell, 59, of

Clarksville went to be with the Lord
on March 3, 2021.

Services will be held Saturday at
Bethel AME Church located at 202
N. 6th St., Louisiana.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m.- 1
p.m., with memorial services from
1-2 p.m. The family would like for
everyone to please wear a mask.

Mark was born in Louisiana on
Nov. 1, 1961 to Mary Helen Powell
and Howard Rose Jr.

He is survived by his siblings,
Dorthy Powell of Louisiana,
William “Bro” and Rosie Powell of
Columbia, Paul and Karen Powell
of Bowling Green, Paula and Gary
Richardson of Louisiana, LaMont
and Julie Davis of Paynesville, and
a host of nieces, nephews, cousins
and many, many friends.

Mark was preceded in death by
his parents, four brothers, James E.
Powell, Floyd Powell, Leslie Rose,
and Travis Lee Davis; two sisters,
Mary Margaret Childs, and Peggy
Rose.

He attended Clopton School
where he graduated in 1980 and
went on to attend A Tech ITT School
in St. Louis. He ran his own shop in
Clarksville for many years. Mark
was a member of Bethel AME
Church in Paynesville.

Ernie Motley
Ernie Motley, 75, of Kirksville,

formerly of Bowling Green died
Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021 at St. Clair
Nursing Facility in St. Clair. Ernie’s
wife, Linda, along with family
members were singing and praying
for him as he entered in glory.

Funeral arrangements are under
the direction of Ernest the III and
marilyn Motley. A Celebration of
Life is scheduled for July 10, 2021

at 10 a.m., at Mt. Zion Baptist
Church on Pike 255. His remains
will be in Mt. Zion Cemetery.

Ernie was born May 7, 1945 in
Louisiana, the son of Ernest Andrew
Motley St., and Flora Elizabeth
Pruitt Motley. He was united in mar-
riage to Linda Anne Rodela Motley
on April 18, 1969 in Houston,
Texas.

Survivors include his wife,
Linda; son, Ernest A. Motley III and
wife, Marilyn of Union; a daughter,
Phyllis A. Motley of Hollister,
Calif.; son, Shaun M. Motley and
wife, Kate of Colorado Springs,
Colo.; grandchildren, Austin Motley
and wife, Kirsten, Landon Motley
and fiance, Samm Jett, Kaden Mot-
ley, Amelia Motley, Jack Motley,
and Luke Motley; siblings, Sue Ro-
bison, Eolia, Dola Hammett, Betty
Steadman, Rose Land, and Bill
Motley, all of the Bowling Green
area.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; special mother-in-law, Trini
Rodela; an infant son, Boy Motley;
brothers, James “Jim” Albert Mot-
ley and Floyd Dean Motley; and sis-
ter-in-law, Debby Motley.

Ernie lived most of his life in the
Bowling Green area. he worked at
various jobs including Stark Bros.
Nurseries, Hannibal-LaGrange Col-
lege, Ernie’s Truck and Car Care,
and Pike County Road Department
for 17 years. In 1998 he moved to
the Kirksville area where he worked
on his farm and also at Farmland in
Milan for 11 years.

Upon retirement Ernie kept busy
doing mechanics, gardening, mush-
rooming, carpentry, helping neigh-
bors, and doing Honey Do jobs.

But to Ernie the most important
thing that happened to him was sal-
vation. He didn’t have a license to
preach but he was willing to talk
about God to anyone because Ernie
loved people and wanted them to go
to heaven too. He enjoyed reading
his Bible, singing gospel songs, and
playing his harmonica. And if Ernie
was alie today he would say that it
is wasn’t for my praying, loving
wife Linda, he wouldn’t be half the
man or Christian that he was with-
out her by his side. Oftentimes he
would lovingly say to her You Are
My Sunshine - Hasta La Vista.

Vincent Lee 
Benjamin

Vincent Lee benjamin, 61, of
Steelville, formerly of Pleasant Hill,
Ill., died Monday, March 1, 2021 at
his home.

Cremation rites have been ac-
corded. A memorial service, with

military honors, will be held Tues-
day (today) at 1 p.m., at Lummis Fu-
neral Home in Pleasant Hill.

Vince was born March 12, 1959
in Louisiana, a son of Lawrence, Jr.
and Joanne Helms Benjamin.

After graduating from Pleasant
Hill High School in 1977, Vince
joined the United States Army, serv-
ing his country proudly for more
than 25 years. His sense of duty and
loyalty was very evident, even in his
personal life. Vince had no one he
called a friend because if you were
in his life, through his eyes, you
were family. He always seemed to
be at peace when he was in the
woods sitting around a campfire or
standing on the edge of his favorite
fishing hole, away from the hustle
and bustle of life. Vince had a thirst
for knowledge that was unmatched.
His eyes would light up when he
could hold a piece of history in his
hands, whether that was an antique
rifle or something as simple as a
broken arrow head he found in the
dirt. He was an avid reader and
passed that love of reading and ad-
venture on to his kids and grandkids.
He had many hobbies and became
an expert at anything he put his
mind to. He never asked too much
out of life. As long as he could pull
up on his Harley and have a cold
beer with his family, life couldn’t
get much better for him. Vince
touched a lot of lives in so many dif-
ferent ways with his time here on
earth. He will be deeply missed by
so many.

Survivors include his mother,
Joanne Benjamin; wife, Sandy Ann
Benjamin; six children, Amanda
McDonald and husband, Josh, Justin
Benjamin, Miranda Benjamin,
Michael Belfiore and wife, Jennifer,
Hailee Harmon and husband, David
and Kyle Benjamin and wife, Amy;
18 grandchildren, Miles, Eli, Ryan,
Elijah, Gabriel, Isodora, Trinity,
Lavin, Elity, Alyssa, Nevaeh, Piper,
Serenity, Aiden, Amia, Alayna,
Levi, and Emma; a brother, Larry
Benjamin and wife, Lonna and sis-
ters, Glenda Myers, Brenda Frances
and husband, Bill and Cindy Hargis
and husband, John; and many nieces
and nephews.

Vince was preceded in death by
his father, Lawrence Benjamin, Jr.,
a brother, Thomas Benjamin, a sis-
ter, Susan Benjamin, former spouse,
Sherry Benjamin, best
friend/brother, Larry Acy and three
granddaughters, Gianna, Angel and
Arionna.

Peoples Savings Bank Responds
To Help Small Businesses

The COVID-19 pandemic re-
vealed the strength Americans have
when faced with adversity.   It reaf-
firmed that the United States is a
country built on the strength of its
small businesses.  When those small
businesses were in crisis and needed
financial assistance, they turned to
their local community bank for help.

The value of having a trusted re-
lationship with your bank became
clear to business owners during the
pandemic and the resulting eco-
nomic shutdown.  While many peo-
ple realize that it's possible to bank
online, during the pandemic they
discovered the importance of having
a banker they know and trust.

In March 2020, when the Federal
Government issued the first round of
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
funds, Peoples Savings Bank (PSB)
began calling customers to see how
they could help.  During the first
round of PPP loans and several long
nights they processed 290 loans to-
taling $23.3 million dollars that
saved 2,947 jobs, across Mid-Mis-
souri.  

When the second round of Pay-
check Protection Program (PPP2)
funds were issued in January, Peo-
ples Savings Bank, along with the

5,000 community banks across the
United States would once again be
where people turned for assistance.
During the first four weeks, PSB
processed 301 loans, totaling $12.8
million with the average loan being
$42,500 and 68 percent of which
were first time applicants.  These
loans helped to save an additional
462 jobs.

PSB President and CEO Mark
Laune said, “When times are tough
you can depend on us, your trusted
local community bank. Because at
Peoples Savings Bank relationships
are priority one. We consider it our
privilege and duty to ensure the fi-
nancial health and welfare of this
community.”

Community bankers live and
work inside your community. They
care about what happens to the cor-
ner store, the local restaurant, and
the fitness center because they pa-
tronize those places too. And they
very likely know the business owner
and their families if they are a bank-
ing customer. Relationship banking,
which may have seemed like a
quaint notion six months ago. is now
the key to survival for many small
businesses.

K OF C
FISH FRY

Friday, March 12 - 5-7 p.m.

SETON HALL

LOUISIANA
Dine-In, Carry-Out or Curbside Pick Up

Larry & Dee Wells are starting their ninth year at 116 S. Washington,
Mexico, MO. They want to thank the many patrons and over 100 ven-

dors/consignors who have made their business successful! They enjoy
and appreciate everyone who comes through the door!

In addition to a huge amount of vintage glassware, great smelling
Crossroads Candles and Leanin’ Tree greeting cards, we offer a great

selection of unique gift items at reasonable prices.
Hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & 10 a.m.-3
p.m., Saturday. Stop in soon to visit, listen to our old music, and find

lots of unique gift items!

CORA’S ANTIQUES 
& COLLECTIBLES
116 S. Washington, Mexico - 573-581-2672

New Hours: Wed - Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Meyer Implement Co.
16398 Bus. Hwy. 61 N.

Bowling Green
324-5261

926 U.S. Highway 24/36 E.
Monroe City

573-735-4546

OBITUARIES
Continued from page 4



ART’S FLEA MARKET - Furniture,
tools, misc., Bus. 54 W., Bowling Green,
573-470-6837. Open Monday-Saturday,
9-4; Sunday, 1-4 p.m.

USED DOUBLEWIDE - DUTCH.
Amish built in Indiana, excellent condi-
tion, 3 bed., 2 bath. FINANCING. Call for
info 573-249-3333, marktwain mobile-
homes.com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used mobile homes. Call
or text 573-338-6250 or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.com. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In Vandalia. Units
in 3 sizes - 10x20, 10x10, and 8x10.
L&S Storage, 573-248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY BUILDING -
Vandalia - Family reunion, shower, birth-
day. Call Art Wiser, 594-3224. Member-
ships available. (tf)

HAY - Grass-Alfalfa mix, $25 bale.
Ralph Penrod, Louisiana, Louisiana,
573-470-4026. (x8-18)

WHEAT straw. Call 573-470-2159.
Leave message. (x2-19)

GOOD used tires, passenger & light
truck, $15 & up. Vandalia Firestone &
Appliance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We specialize in new pole
buildings and new metal house roofs
and all buildings. Wagler Metals: 21764
Pike 409, Bowling Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC rock clearing rake,
$1,500. 636-697-8499. (tf)

HILLTOP FURNITURE & VARIETY -
Open every day except Sunday & major
holidays, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 7735 Pike 469,
Curryville. (tf)

‘09 DODGE Hourney, 160,xxx,
heated seats, new battery, third row
seat, Navigation, bluetooth, new bakes
& roters, no rust. $4,500 cash OBO.
573-470-2719.

NO HUNTING or trespassing, Murry
Shepherd Farms. Violators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible for injuries. (10-20)

NO HUNTING or trespassing on land
owned by Orey and Elizabeth Shepherd.
Violators will be prosecurted. Not respon-
sible for accidents. (11-10)

VCR good working condition. 573-
253-6873. (x2-20)

Class A CDL flatbed driver. Home
nightly. 217-242-1677. (x2-20)

KUYKENDALL FARM SERVICES,
LLC - maintenance, property mainte-
nance, mowing, 15 years experience.
573-470-9416. (tf)

BETTS EXCAVATING - Dozer, back-
hoe, bobcat, ponds, clearing, base-
ments, gravel hauling & more.
Reasonable rates. 754-2371. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, septic pumping & re-
pair, sewer augering & repair, grease
trap pumping and porta potty rentals.
Butch Menne, 573-384-5536. (tf)

ALL AMERICAN PUMPING & DRAIN
- Sewer and drain cleaning, septic clean-
ing, clogged drains. David Charlton,
324-9932. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC PUMPING -
Commercial or residential, portable toilet
rental, job sites, special events, auc-
tions. Brown’s Septic Pumping, 206
Brown Lane, Louisiana, 754-5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES - Hand crocheted by
Ann Hecox. Make great personal gifts.
217-656-3654 annahcx@gmail.com. (tf)
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GARAGE SALES

MOBILE HOMES

AD 
DEADLINE
NOON 

MONDAY

HELP WANTED

CALL 324-6111
TO PLACE YOUR ADS

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

NO HUNTING

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

SERVICES

CALL 324-6111 
TO PLACE AN AD

3404 Georgia St.

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
The Bowling Green R-I School District is accepting ap-

plications for bus drivers preferably with their Commercial
Driver’s License Class B with the passenger and school
bus endorsements.  District paid health insurance and sign
on bonus available. Route pay is higher than adjacent dis-
tricts. Interested candidates should contact the Superinten-
dent’s Office, 700 W Adams, Bowling Green, MO (573)
324-5441.

Requesting Bids For Mowing
Evergreen Memorial Gardens Cemetery - Vandalia

•Weekly Mowing
•Weekly Trimming
•Blowing grass from stones as needed
Mowing company responsible for repairs if stones

are damaged by mowers.

Deadline for bids March 15, 2021
Please submit written bids to:

Evergreen Memorial Gardens Cemetery
6128 Audrain Road 547

Farber, MO 63345

Evergreen Memorial Gardens Cemetery - Vandalia

SPRING CLEAN UP
Winter decorations, grave blankets, etc., that are not

in vase connected to grave marker will need to be re-
moved from graves by March 31, 2021 in preparation
for mowing season.
Any decorations not removed by this date will be dis-

posed of by cemetery board.

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT

For Sale
754-5812

We Buy 
Salvage Cars & 

Farm Equipment
Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage
754-3265 or 754-0508

AUTOS FOR SALE

WANTED TO BUY
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Community News

Treating All Of Your Outpatient Physical Therapy Needs

710 BUS. HWY. 61 • Bowling Green • 573-324-6079

Do you have headaches, neck or
back pain? Do you have pain or
numbness going down your leg 
or arm? If so, we can help! 
Make the right choice - 

Choose Advance Physical Therapy

25TH Annual Lent
Ashley Community Center Fish Fry

March 12, 17 & 26
April 2

Adults $10 • Kids 11-5 $5 • 5 & Under Free
Please note we will NOT be serving FISH ONLY plates this year

4-8 p.m.
Just  six miles south of Bowling Green off of Hwy. 161

Everyone Welcome!
Any questions call Joyce Lovelace 573-470-2557

Clarksville Garden Club Presents
The Purple Martin: King Of The Skies

The Purple Martin

BY DIANE HUCKSTEP
These aerial acrobats eat high in

the sky dining on dragonflies and
other flying critters.

The Purple Martin is the largest
North American swallow and mi-
grates from the Amazon basin in
Brazil, South America, each year re-
turning to the same nesting site year
after year. The PMCA tracks their
migration using the latest technol-
ogy including the GPS strapped to
their little bodies. Through this
amazing technology researchers
have tracked these birds traveling
over 7,500 miles from their winter
roosting location to your colony in a
mere 3 weeks. The earliest Martin
arrives on the shores of Florida in
January on average welcoming
Spring to our Southern states like
Louisiana and our Texas neighbors.

These birds have been well-loved
visitors nesting nearby and within
many Native American villages. The
Indians put out gourds for them as
nest boxes. Indeed, they are one of
the few birds who rely almost totally
on humans for their housing. Human
development in the last 50 years
have seen the Purple Martin num-
bers lose one-third of their species.
They are unable to compete with
House Sparrows or Starlings for
nesting sites leaving it to responsible
landlords to help them survive. 

We need people like you to help
bring their numbers back. If you
have a martin house but can’t keep
invaders out for any reason consider
taking it down. Increasing the star-
ling and house sparrow numbers
hurts all native birds. 

If you are interested in becoming
a citizen scientist there is never a
better time to get involved in excit-
ing and on-going citizen-scientist
projects to help the birding commu-
nity. The Purple Martin Conserva-
tion Association (PMCA) collects
data from projects like the Project
MartinWatch, Scout-Arrival Study,
and Project MartinRoost. The
PMCA is an international nonprofit
organization dedicated to the conser-
vation of the Purple Martin through
scientific research. Join this conser-
vation group if you too want to en-
sure the future of Martins
www.purplemartin.org.

The Clarksville Garden Club, a
member of Missouri Federated Gar-

den Clubs of America, maintains
and monitors the Clarksville Colony
at the riverfront park with Joe and
Linda Pridgeon heading up landlord
responsibilities for the community
park colony. We welcome other
‘bird nerds’ to assist or to just say
‘hi’ when you see us working in the
park.

The Clarksville Garden Club
meets the fourth Thursday of each
month at the First Christian Church
at 1 p.m. We welcome your visit and
hope you wish to come back as a
member.

Look Who Is 
Turning 25 
On March 12
We Love You

Tyler Glenn Sims
Mom & Dad

Bowling Green Elementary School
PRE-K SCREENINGS

May 24-28
Call For Appointment 324-2042
Child must be 3 before Aug. 1, 2021

Please bring your child’s social security card, birth certificate, shot
records, 2 proofs of residency, and court documents if applicable

Louisiana Alumni
Scholarships

The Louisiana Alumni & Friends Associa-
tion is once again offering scholarships to local
LHS graduating seniors. The Association gives
out four, $1,000 scholarships, one $1,000
Ellen Morrow Memorial Math Scholarship and
oversees selection of the $2,000 Gierke Fam-
ily Scholarship.  

These scholarships are available to grad-
uating seniors enrolling in a university, college
or career/technical school. The Alumni &
Friends Scholarship are available to the top
50% of the senior class and is based on finan-
cial need using the Expected Family Contri-
bution (EFC) from FAFSA, teacher
evaluations, character and future plans.

The Ellen Morrow Memorial Math Schol-
arship is available to seniors with a high math
GPA throughout high school, class rank, ACT
score, financial need based on the EFC from
FAFSA, character, math teacher evaluation
and future plans.

The Gierke Family Memorial Scholarship
is available to students within the top 1/3 of the
class, financial need, character, GPA, class
rank, ACT score, letters of recommendation
and future plans. 

All applications are available from the
Guidance Counselor, Lisa Leake, at LHS, con-
tact Linda Shade, Alumni & Friends Scholar-
ship Chair, at 573-754-2676 or email
LHSAlumniLouisianaMO@gmail.com to re-
quest the applications.  All applications due
Thursday, April 1, 2021 in the LHS guidance
counselor’s office or can be mailed to
Louisiana Alumni & Friends Association, P.O.
Box 404, Louisiana MO 63353.
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