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Former Vandalia Resident Dea Hoover Pens Book
BYBRICE CHANDLER
STAFF WRITER

One Audrain County native has a 
fun way to explore some unique loca-
tions in the St. Louis area for those 
eager to get back out into the world 
after last summer’s isolation and shut-
downs  
Dea Hoover’s debut book, 

STL Scavenger: The Ultimate 
Search for St. Louis’ Hidden 
Treasures, offers the perfect fit for 
those seeking adventure in the city.  
Just as with any good hunt, there’s a 

chance at grabbing some prize incen-
tives along the way including $500 in 
cash.  
According to the book’s description, 

Dea takes you on a whirlwind trip using 
her knowledge and experience of cre-
ating and running tours in this fun for 
the whole family scavenger hunt.  

“And her mantra of, 'Never come 
back the way you came.' Should en-
courage you to stumble onto treasures 
she has pointed you toward as well as 
other hidden gems in and around the 
Gateway City meaningful to you or 
your family or your friends.”  
Dea joined forces with a St. Louis 

publishing company, Reedy Press, to 
utilize her extensive knowledge of the 
area after 20-years in the tour industry.  
Area residents might recognize Dea 

from her author picture.  
She grew up in Vandalia and is a 

1989 graduate of Van-Far.  
Dea also spent her days at the Van-

dalia Firestone which her mother and 
father owned and operated. In fact, her 
mother, Donna Hoover, still runs the 
popular Vandalia business.  
“I’ve been reading since I was three 

or four,” Dea explained what led to her

interest in writing the book. “Mom and 
Dad read to me all the time. We were a 
reading house. I was always in the li-
brary.”  
Along with her husband, Declan, 

she also dedicated the book to her par-
ents. “To Mom, who started my love of 
reading and hence writing,” she wrote 
in the opening pages. “She taught me 
to finish what I start. To Dad, you live 
through me, giving me courage and the 
love of relentless pursuit. We miss 
you!”  
Even after leaving the area to attend 

Washington University and the years 
following, her time in Vandalia and 
at Van-Far hasn’t been forgotten.  
“I was lucky because Van-Far had 

so many committed teachers and per-
sonnel, because not every school has 
those kinds of people. I’m still in con-
tact with so many of them. I really felt 
lucky about that as much as I wanted to 
leave my small town. It made me who 
I am. It molds and shapes you.”  
According to Dea, her father would 

have loved the book, and he wouldn’t 
have been alone. It’s reached the num-
ber one spot on the St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch’s top ten list and has remained on 
it for weeks.  
“I was surprised,” she told The 

Tribune after learning about the  
bestseller list. “First of all, I didn’t 
know there was even a local 
bestseller area until I talked with one of 
the other authors at Reedy Press and 
they said, ‘I saw your book on the best 
seller list in the paper.’ So, I asked my 
neighbor if I could see his copy of the 
Post-Dispatch.”  
She started working on the book in

The book was the culmination of 
months of work and rewrites. She first 
started working on it in August of last 
year during a time of personal struggle 
as her husband battled a life-threatening 
illness.

Dea owns two tour guide businesses 
which Declan helps her run. The 
companies provide tours throughout the 
nation and abroad. 

According to Dea, the businesses 
went from their best year to an absolute 
standstill due to COVID-19. 

Reedy Press approached her with the 
idea during that down period which 
coincided with her husband’s surgeries 
and recovery.

“I think I can do that,” she told them 
after they asked if she could create a 
scavenger hunt-based workbook. “I’m a 
tour guide, that’s what I do already.” 
 Even after being told  the publisher

was looking for a turnaround of eight
weeks, Dea accepted the proposal with
enthusiasm and determination. “I was
very naïve how this was going to go
down. I’ve never done anything like it
before.”  
Yet writing a book was on her

bucket list, and it aligned with her pas-
sion for reading.  
“When I went to college, I wanted

to be an English major, but it was 89’
and I needed a job when I got out,” she
told The Tribune.  
Instead, she decided on minoring in

English and majored business manage-
ment.  
She also wrote editorials while at

Washington University and later mul-
tiple articles for travel journals.  

PCMH Receives
4-Star Rating From CMS

In April, The Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) released the overall hospital
quality star ratings. CMS rated over
4,500 hospitals from one to five
stars, with five representing the
highest quality rating. Pike County
Memorial Hospital (PCMH) re-
ceived an impressive four out of five
stars. A four-star rating was given to
only 21 percent of the 4,500 hospi-
tals rated.
"We are tremendously proud to

have been awarded four stars by
CMS and thankful to all team mem-
bers and physicians for delivering
the excellent care that has led us to
this rating," says PCMH CEO Tylie
Mills. "When so much decision
making is in the hands of our con-
sumers, we pride ourselves on pro-
viding these stellar ratings to make
their choice easier."
"PCMH scored above the na-

tional average in a few quality meas-
ures including percent of patients
who left the Emergency Department
before being seen. In other words,
our patients’ experience fewer wait
times and are seen quicker in the
Emergency Department. This is why
this rating matters; it is about mak-
ing it better for our patients," ex-
plains Paulette Powelson, Quality
Director. "We strive to improve con-
tinually and one day makes PCMH
a five-star designated facility," adds
Powelson.

The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services uses a five-star
quality rating system to measure
Medicare beneficiaries' experiences
and outcomes with their healthcare
system — the Star Rating Program.
Healthcare organizations are rated
on a scale of 1 to 5 stars, with 5
being the highest.

This service of listing all obituaries in today’s paper, for any 
funeral home, is sponsored by McCoy & Blossom Funeral Homes

Pictured are Declan Rutan and Dea Hoover with Dea’s debut book, “STL 
Scavenger: The Ultimate Search for St. Louis’ Hidden Treasures.

Editor’s note: Following is part
three of a story by award-winning print
and broadcast journalist, historian and
public relations professional Brent
Engel of Louisiana.
Meredith Jett was yanked off his

horse and shot to death by men report-
edly dressed as Union soldiers.
The 22-year-old Bowling Green

farmer wasn’t wearing a military uni-
form and was of no threat to his attack-
ers. Jett apparently was the first murder
from The Kill List, a mysterious index
of 52 Pike County residents targeted for
death by radical Northern sympathizers
for allegedly aiding the Confederacy
during the Civil War.
Jett died the morning of Tuesday,

May 31, 1864. His wife, Alice, was
about six weeks pregnant with their
first child.
Meredith was the son of Stephen

Jett, who had moved with his family
from Virginia to Kentucky as a
teenager and then to Missouri after the
passing of his first spouse. Stephen and
Virginia native Patsy Parker were mar-
ried in Pike County on April Fool’s
Day 1834, and had five other children
– Isaac, Joseph, Margaret, Washington
and Franklin. The family lived in
Cuivre Township.

Dates are unclear, but Meredith,
Washington and Franklin served in
Company D of Snider’s Battalion, a
Confederate Missouri cavalry unit.
The June 4, 1864, edition of the

Louisiana Journal said that though
Meredith had been back home for at
least a year, a motive for his murder
may have been that he “was once in the
rebel service.”
The killing likely was a response to

ever-increasing raids by Confederate
antagonists. That spring, unnamed
rebels had been jailed at Bowling
Green for being what one Union offi-
cial called “the worst bushwhackers
and thieves that Missouri has ever pro-
duced.” Local residents repelled an ef-
fort to break them out.

The biggest attack came 11 days be-
fore Jett’s murder, when up to 70 in-
vaders crossed the Mississippi River at
Louisiana to steal horses and ammuni-
tion. They returned to Illinois, but not
before two men were wounded in a gun
battle on the William Kindrick farm
near Spencerburg.
“If the Union command gave little

attention to guerillas in Pike County be-
fore, they reacted to this interstate raid
with great concern and action,” noted
Volume Three of the book series
“Guerilla Warfare in Civil War Mis-
souri” by Bruce Nichols.
There was little to go on in Jett’s

death, but witnesses intriguingly
claimed the soldiers responsible be-
longed to the 7th Kansas Volunteer
Cavalry, formed in 1861 by a blood-
and-guts physician named Charles
Rainsford “Doc” Jennison.
One of Jennison’s closest friends

was familiar with Pike County. Union
Col. James Montgomery, a former ed-
ucator, minister and an avid abolition-
ist, had lived there from 1852 to 1853
before moving to Kansas.
Jennison and Montgomery – along

with Union commander and former
Congressman James Lane – were seen
by some historians as perpetuating
guerilla warfare that began along the
Kansas-Missouri border and eventually
spread.Of course, Confederates and
their ideologues shared blame for the
violence, but early in the war soldiers
of the 7th Kansas had unleashed preda-
tory raids on Missouri residents, espe-
cially those with Southern allegiances.
The 7th had “just the right soldiers

to root out the southerners in Pike
County” who were “giving aid, support
and intelligence to the bushwhackers,”
Nichols wrote. A few of what the au-
thor called the 7th’s “hard cases” were
waiting around St. Louis with nothing
to do before their next duty in Mem-
phis.
Their availability coincided with the

mindset of the new Union commander

in Pike County. Clinton Bowen Fisk or-
dered his troops to kill anyone with
Confederate ties “wherever you find
them in their hellish work.” The general
was a deeply religious man from a mil-
itary family who even so had a “take no
prisoners” policy.
Fisk was another staunch abolition-

ist who loved shooting rebels, closing
liquor joints and burning whorehouses.
The New York State native said Mis-
souri was full of “fiends” who were
guilty of “villainy and corruption.”
Three days before Jett’s murder,

Fisk had ordered 50 men sent to Pike
County from Palmyra “on a mission of
extermination.” There’s no docu-
mented evidence he played an active
part with The Kill List, but it would be
highly surprising if he did not at least
have knowledge of it.
On the day Jett died, the general in-

quired about sending even more sol-
diers to “wage a war of sure and swift
destruction against the murdering,
thieving gang of villains that are now
at work in Pike and neighboring coun-
ties.”
Unidentified members of the 7th

Kansas were told not to ask questions
as they were sent to Pike County, and
there’s no surviving proof of what they
did once there. Nichols submitted that
what happened over the next week –
which covered the date Jett was shot –
was “not entered into the war record”
of the regiment.
Jett’s killers were not brought to jus-

tice. His widow gave birth to a girl,
Meredith Cornelia “Nellie” Jett, in
Bowling Green on Jan. 20, 1865. That
same year, Alice Jett married her late
husband’s older brother, Joseph. They
would have five more children. Wash-
ington and Franklin Jett survived the
war.
Though Meredith Jett was out of the

way, one famous Pike County rebel – a
likely entry on The Kill List – would
elude capture for the rest of the war.
Next time: The stealth recruiter.

Continued In Next Week’s Tribune

Donations Sought For Fireworks Display 
Louisiana needs bucks to go along with the bangs this Independence Day. The

Chamber of Commerce in the Pike County community is seeking contributions to
ensure a grand fireworks show. People or businesses that would like to help make
the Fourth of July sparkle along the city’s riverfront may send their donations to the
Louisiana Chamber of Commerce, 202 South Third Street, Suite 207 63353. Hun-
dreds of people turn out for the annual display, and the chamber hopes to make
this year's event the best ever.

Photo by Brent Engel

Louisiana Organizations Participate In Bunks Across America
BY BRICE CHANDLER

STAFFWRITER
The Louisiana High School Shop

building and parking lot were full
Saturday but not for a summer
school or sporting event.  
Instead, the buzzing of sanders

and other power tools filled the air
as volunteers and Louisiana Rotari-
ans worked to build 20 beds as part
of the Sleep in Heavenly Peace –
Bunks Across America project.  
“All children deserve a safe, com-

fortable place to lay their heads,” the
organization’s website states.
“Across the US, too many boys and
girls go without a bed—or even a
pillow—to sleep on. These children
end up sleeping on couches, blan-
kets, and even floors. This can affect
their happiness and health.”  
According to Sleep in Heavenly

Peace’s website, they are a group of
volunteers dedicated to building, as-
sembling, and delivering top-notch
bunk beds to children and families
in need.  
The organization has grown

steadily over time, and we’re work-
ing on opening more chapters in dif-
ferent states to serve more people.  
This year, over 50 volunteers

from several different groups in the
community joined in the effort.  
The Louisiana Rotary Club

hosted the event with volunteers
from Interact students, Boy Scouts
Troop 156, and the Louisiana Bull-
dogs Football team and coaching
staff helping.  
Dorman Products helped con-

tribute funds to make the project
possible, especially at a time when

the cost of materials is higher than
normal.  
“Thank you so much to each and

every person that came out in this
heat to get 20 beds built,” the Rotary
Club said about the event. “It was
such a rewarding experience, and we
couldn't have pulled this off without
the help of our Rotarians, Dorman
Products- Allparts contributors, LHS
students and coaches, Boy Scouts
and community."  
According to the Louisiana Ro-

tary Club, all the beds assembled
will stay in Pike County Missouri
and Illinois.  
The beds will be delivered to

those in need and will come with a
mattress, sheets, and pillows.  
The group is still looking for vol-

unteers to help deliver and assemble
the beds.  
If interested in joining the deliv-

ery team, contact Brittany Taylor at
573 560 2343 or btaylor1@dorman-
products.com  

To learn more about Sleep in
Heavenly Peace, visit their website
at www.shpbeds.org.  

Shiloh Added To 2021 Vandalia Prairie Days Lineup
BY BRICE CHANDLER

STAFFWRITER
The Vandalia Chamber of Com-

merce recently announced another
addition to the afternoon lineup dur-
ing Prairie Days. Shiloh Country
Band will be performing from 2-4
p.m., during the Saturday, Sept. 25
event.
Shiloh has played together for

over 15-years. 
Both bass player, Jim Hecke-

meyer, and guitar/banjo player, Dan
Ranabargar, share the stage with
their adult children. Jim is father to
singer, Jordan Heckemeyer, while
Dan’s son, Derek Ranabargar, plays
the drums.  

The band’s fifth member, fiddle
player and guitarist Kenny Dick-
neite, has followed in his father’s
footsteps on the fiddle.  
According to their media release,

“Shiloh is famous for playing a wide
range of country music, everything
from bluegrass to new country hits.” 
The band also hosts and annual

“Nashville Party” where they gather
fans at the biggest party in down-
town Nashville.  

Visit www.facebook.com/Shilo-
hCountryBand for more information
on Shiloh’s summer schedule or to
connect with the band.  

The Kill List
Pike County Residents Targeted in 1864 Rampage
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Wear Orange
The Bethel AME Church, Paynesville Missionary wear the Color Orange on Sun-

day, June 6 in Observance of Commemorating National Gun Violence Awareness.
This time had been set aside by the 5th District Missionary Society to Honor the
Lives of people in the United States affected by Gun Violence and demand an end
to this Crisis. Pictured front row (l-r): Pastor- Rev. C.Jessel Strong, Maymie Wheeler
and Joanne Hammuck. Second row: Virginia Starks, Carolyn Hemphill, Sherry Hen-
derson First Lady Arvella Strong, Yvette Webb YPD-Shana Yates.

Summer Activities At Eastern MO YMCA
The Eastern Missouri Family YMCA

is participating in the Summer Food
Service Program and offering free
lunches, Monday through Friday, to all
kids under the age of 18, no eligibility re-
quirements.  Serving begins Monday,
June 28 from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., and
continues for five weeks through Friday,
July 30.   

Following lunch, participants will
enjoy time in the Y gym from 12:30-1
p.m.  Menus will rotate daily and will in-
clude pizza, Uncrustables, tater tots,
carrots, turkey and cheese sandwiches,
fruit cups, and milk.

The YMCA will join in the celebration
of Laddonia’s Sesquicentennial week-
end on July 3 and July 4 at the Laddonia
Ballpark.  A Birthday Blast 5K is set for
8 a.m., on Saturday, July 3 beginning
and ending near the ballpark. Registra-
tion, which is $25 per person, is open
through the day of the event.

Following the 5K, a One Mile Color
Fun Run will be held at 10 a.m.  Partici-
pants are encouraged to wear a white t-
shirt, since they will be doused with
powdered color each quarter mile.

The YMCA board will also host an in-
formation table during the Laddonia
Sesquicentennial at the ballpark from 8
a.m.-2 p.m., on July 3 and from 2-8 p.m.,
on July 4.  There will be children’s
games with prizes and adult registra-
tions for chances to win $25 in Chamber
Bucks each day.  In addition, as part of
the Annual Support Campaign, One-
Quarter Beef Raffle tickets will be avail-
able to purchase each day.  Tickets are
$10 each, with two lucky winner’s names
drawn for a one quarter beef each plus
processing to be drawn prior to fireworks
on July 4.  All proceeds from the ticket
sales will benefit the 2021 Annual Sup-
port Campaign, which provides funding
to assist with new programs for the Y as
well as financial assistance for member-
ships and programs.  Frank Wallace do-
nated the two quarters of beef and Anita
Hoyt donated the processing.  Stop by
the booth to learn more about the
YMCA, Summer Food Service Program,
and upcoming Fall Youth and Adult pro-
grams.  

“Try the Y for 30 Days” new member-
ship promotion gives you a chance to try
the Y for 30 days and pay only $30.  Join
the Y between June 15 and June 30 and
enjoy a 30-day trial membership.
Change your membership to a full mem-
bership before the 30-day window
closes and save the $50 join fee.

“Flip into Summer with Abby” tum-
bling program begins July 13 for three-
to six-year-old boys and girls.  Abby Car-
lyle will teach the four-week program on
Tuesday evenings beginning at 5:30
p.m., for three- and four-year-olds and
6:15 p.m., for five- and six-year-olds.
Registration ends June 30. 

A One Day Coed Adult Volleyball
League is set for Sunday, July 18 begin-
ning at 1:30 p.m.  Game schedules will
be based on the number of teams par-
ticipating.  You must be 15 years old to
join a team, which must have a minimum
of three women on the team and no
more than three men on the court at one
time.  Registration cost is $60 per team,
minimum of six players and maximum of
ten players per team.  The league is
open to members and non-members.

On Monday, July 19, a volleyball
clinic is planned for eight-14-year-old
boys and girls, 5-7 p.m.  Participants will
work on fundamental volleyball skills,
drills, and game scenarios.

A Coed Three on Three Basketball
League is on the books for Sundays,
Aug. 1 and 8.  There will be two divisions
to include freshman through senior in
high school and high school graduate
and older.  Teams may be all men, all
women, or coed.  Game schedules will
be determined based on the number of
teams participating.  Cost to play is $50
for a six-person roster.

The upcoming fall schedule will in-
clude Indoor Youth Soccer, Tiny Time
Hoops Basketball and Youth Recre-
ational Basketball for kindergarten
through sixth grade. 

Stop by to see what is offered at your
YMCA, what improvements they have
made, and what they have accom-
plished with the support of the YMCA
family.  They would love to show you
around.    

Henderson Is
Westminster Grad
Westminster College is excited to

announce that Samantha Henderson
from Louisiana officially earned a
bachelor of arts degree in biochem-
istry and Exercise Science on Satur-
day, May 8 at Westminster College.

The socially distanced Com-
mencement 2021 ceremonies took
place at 11 a.m. in Champ Audito-
rium after threatening storms forced
college officials to move the event
indoors, with families watching via
livestream in Historic Gymnasium
and Coulter Science Center. 

As the day progressed, the
weather cleared, and graduates were
able to participate in the College's
time-honored Columns Ceremony
on the Hill. 

Just as Westminster students
pass through the Columns toward
campus upon arriving at the Col-
lege, they ceremonially walk
through the other direction and out
into the world following graduation. 

•Termite Treatment - Pre/Post Construction
•Pest Control - Spiders - Roaches - Ants - Fleas - Mice

•Stinging Insects        •Bed Bugs Heat Treatment
www.midwestpestpros.com
midwestpest@outlook.com

573-324-2313
Free Inspections
No Contracts

Text
Or Call

MDC Reminds People To Celebrate Safely This Summer
As people celebrate this summer, the

Missouri Department of Conservation
(MDC) reminds everyone to be careful
with fireworks, campfires, and other
sources of fire that could cause a wild-
fire.

FIREWORKS: Don’t light fireworks in
any areas where the sparks could ignite
dry grass, leaves, or other potential fire
fuel. Always have an approved fire ex-
tinguisher and an available water supply
to douse sparks or flames. Wet the area
around where fireworks are being dis-
charged. Check with local ordinances
and authorities for bans on fireworks and
open burning.

OUTDOOR BURNING: Don’t burn
during wrong conditions. Dry grass, high
temperatures, low humidity, and wind
make fire nearly impossible to control.
Check with local fire departments re-
garding burn bans that may be in place.
A person who starts a fire for any reason

is responsible for any damage it may
cause.

DRIVING OFF ROAD: Wildfires can
start when dry fuel, such as grass,
comes in contact with catalytic convert-
ers. Think twice before driving into and
across a grassy field. Never park over
tall, dry grass or piles of leaves that can
touch the underside of a vehicle. When
driving vehicles off road, regularly in-
spect the undercarriage to ensure that
fuel and brake lines are intact, and no oil
leaks are apparent. Always carry an ap-
proved fire extinguisher on vehicles that
are used off road. Check for the pres-
ence of spark arresters on ATV ex-
hausts.

MAKING A CAMPFIRE: Clear a gen-
erous zone around fire rings. Store un-
used firewood a good distance from a
campfire. Never use gasoline, kerosene,
or other flammable liquid to start a fire.
Keep campfires small and controllable.

Keep fire-extinguishing materials, such
as a rake, shovel, and bucket of water,
close. Extinguish campfires each night
and before leaving camp, even if it’s just
for a few moments.

CALL FOR HELP: Call 911 at the first
sign of a fire getting out of control.

REPORT FOREST ARSON: Wild-
fires are sometimes set by vandals. Help
stop arson by calling 800-392-1111 and
reporting any potential arson activities.
Callers will remain anonymous and re-
wards are possible.

PRESCRIBED FIRE: Fire used in the
wrong way can create disasters. Used
in the right way, fire can help create
habitat for wildlife. For more information
on using prescribed fire as a land-man-
agement tool, visit mdc.mo.gov/your-
property/fire-management/prescribed-fir
e.



From The Mayor’s Desk...
Wings and Wheels

at the airport was a
wonderful event spon-
sored by the Bowling
Green Municipal Air-
port Board. 
Many thanks to Jim

Saucier, Mark Bair,
and Jake McDonald
for all their efforts in
getting this first annual
event off the ground.
Thanks for all their
fantastic food and
drinks. also goes out
to Spring Hollow Cof-
fee, Sweet Home Concessions,
Marvin Kemp homemade ice
cream and baked goods, and Tom
Thompson and A Taste of Philly for
stepping in to barbecue, at the last
minute. Special thanks to Ed
Meyer of Meyer Implement for the
loan of his tractor to pull the people
movers also loaned to us from the
Pike County Fair Board. The Bowl-
ing Green Police and Fire Depart-
ments had their vehicles available
for inspection while fascinating
both adults and children. Lincoln
County Emergency Services also
visited in their helicopter which in-
trigued all. There were amazing
cars, trucks, motorcycles, and peo-
ple at the Wings and Wheels and
the Airport Board and Mayor
wishes to thank all who partici-
pated and supported this Bowling
Green event. 
The Twin Pike YMCA expresses

their appreciation for all who ran
and contributed to their 5K Color
Run in the Bowling Green Big City
Park. This fundraiser helps to sup-
port the various activities and pro-
grams sponsored by the “Y.”
Bowling Green, you are a very giv-
ing and caring community!
The Bowling Green Volunteer

Development Committee met for
the first time with the Diversity
Coalition Committee and dis-
cussed various projects they would
like to see in the future growth and
expansion of Bowling Green and
its opportunities for citizens of all
ages. Of course, the Board of Al-
dermen and Women make the
final decisions, but community
input is always welcomed and val-
ued. 
I would like to express my ap-

preciation as I inform
you, the public, to the
Douglas Foundation.
They have supported
Kids in Motion for many
years now and they are
training Emily, one of
Bowling Green’s teach-
ers this year to bring the
program back to our
community. Five of our
sixth-eighth graders are
still participating in the
KIM program but travel to
Hannibal. The Douglas
Foundation also con-

tributes to Bowling Green’s Head
Start program which works with 38
of our three-five years old children
that need extra assistance. They
also hire 15 of Bowling Green
teachers to educate these young
children as well as help with ap-
proximately 40 families living in
Bowling Green who are working
but still need a helping hand. They
contribute food, clothing, educa-
tional services, job opportunities,
and are bring the Toys for Tots dis-
tribution back to Bowling Green so
that no children experience a
toy(s) for Christmas. This is due to
the number of local volunteers and
businesses that have stepped to
help support Kids in Motion and
Toys for Tots! Thank you, Bowling
Green, for answering the call to
meet the needs and programs to
make our city one that helps your-
selves, our youth, and your neigh-
bors.
Please welcome Home Bank to

Bowling Green which is breaking
ground on Monday, June 14 at 1
p.m.. They will be located on the
west side of the Save-A lot parking
lot. The Down Town Revitalization
Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce is hosting Hoedownin
downtown on Friday, July 9 from
6:30-11 p.m. (Adults only). Champ
Clark Heritage Day will be Satur-
day, Sept. 11 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

The city will be looking into mak-
ing updated city maps which will
have business locations, street
names, and highlight our commu-
nity’s special attractions. Street
paving is also being accomplished
this week.   

JIM ARICO, MAYOR
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN
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Come In & Let One Of Our Sales
Staff help You Find That New Or

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicle
See Nathan Kraft, Curtis Thomas

Or Ryan Kent

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488

Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

On June 17: Pike County Democratic
Club will have its monthly business meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m., at the Cozy C Camp-
ground meeting room, 16733 Hwy. 54.
Meeting is open to the public and every-
one is welcome.  Light refreshments will
be served. Any questions call Margart at
754-2914.

On June 18: VFW Post 5553 and Aux-
iliary will hold a barbecue at 11 a.m., in the
Save-A-Lot Parking Lot in Bowling Green.

On June 19: Seniors and friends
dance, 6-8:30 p.m., American Legion Hall,
Martinsburg. Music by Country Plus Band.

On June 30: Flowers at the Antioch
Cemetery that would like to be kept need
to be removed by June 30.

On July 10: Vandalia Rotary Club will
be holding its annual Tractor Cruise. Reg-
istration will be at 8 a.m., at the Vandalia
Fairgrounds and the cruise will begin at 9
a.m.  For more information, contact Wen-
dell Talbert at 573-473-7609.

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C.
Serving the region

for 32 years

Got pain?
Digestive problems?
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy
is really QUITE SIMPLE!

Call today - 573-324-2225
300 W. Main 

Bowling Green

3404 Georgia St.

Community
Calendar...

Submit upcoming events by calling
324-6111 or toll-free 888-324-9636 

or e-mail to: 
peoplestribune@sbcglobal.net

Free Community Dinner
A free dinner was offered to any Bowling Green community residents at Second

Baptist Church on Wednesday, June 2. The members of the congregation prepared
and served meals in the portico area between the church buildings. Meals were
also sent to several residents of the housing authority complex. The members of
the church are planning to serve the people of the Bowling Green area by offering
free meals monthly, even potentially providing transportation via the church van.
The next free meal will be offered on Wednesday, June 30, and then on the last
Wednesday of every month thereafter. More information can be obtained through
the church office at 324-3113. 



Richard John Tepen
Richard John Tepen, 87 of Bowl-

ing Green died Friday, June 11, 2021
at his residence, with his family by his
side.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be

held at 11 a.m., Wednesday at St.
Clement Catholic Church in St.
Clement with the Rev. Jason T. Doke,
STL officiating and the Rev. Louis
Dorn concelebrating.  Burial and mil-
itary honors will be held in the St.
Clement Cemetery. 
Visitation will be held from 9 a.m.,

until time of services Wednesday at
the church. 
Richard John Tepen was born Nov.

11, 1933, the son of Emil and Clara
Luebrecht Tepen. He attended St.
Clement Grade School and graduated
from Bowling Green High School in
1951. He was a member of the United
States Army and was stationed in
Korea from September 1954-July
1956. On Oct. 24, 1959 he was united
in marriage to Judith Ann Lenk of
Silex. She survives.  
Richard and Judy are the parents of

five children and their families,
daughter, Phyllis Shaw of Washing-
ton; grandson, Luke Shaw and fiancé
Keli Welch; granddaughter, Melanie
Diebal; great-grandchildren, Hailey
Diebal and Parker Diebal; son, Ed-
ward Tepen of Mexico; daughter, Jan-
ice Martin and husband, Greg of
Centralia; grandson, Tyler Martin and
wife, Jasmine; granddaughter, Katie
Guymon and husband, Kayden;
daughter, Doris Twellman and hus-
band, Tony of Bowling Green; grand-
children, Adam Twellman, Grace
Twellman, and Will Twellman; son
Donnie Tepen and wife, Darlene,
granddaughter, Kayla Caldwell and
husband, Justin; great-grandchildren,
Austen and Charlie Caldwell; grand-
daughter, Ashley Cox and husband,
Ryan; and great-grandchild, Archie
Cox. 
Also surviving are siblings, Virgil

Tepen and wife, Rosemary, Mary
Carol Niemeyer and husband, Fred,
Fred Tepen and wife, Debby, Bob
Tepen and wife, Marcia, and Jim
Tepen and wife, Linda; sister-in-law,
Vallie Tepen; numerous nieces,
nephews, and cousins. 
Richard was preceded in death by

his parents; brothers, Lawrence
Tepen, David Tepen, and George
Tepen. 
Richard farmed with his father and

brothers. He was an active member of
the St. Clement Catholic Church, as
well as the Knights of Columbus
where he served as a 4th degree
knight.  He also belonged to the VFW
Post 5553 in Bowling Green.  
Richard stayed very active and en-

joyed doing many things.  He enjoyed
playing fast-pitch softball in his
younger years, he enjoyed croquet,
bowling, card-playing (pitch,
pinochle), and played lots of golf in
his retirement. 
Although he liked the football Car-

dinals and the St. Louis Rams, his
biggest professional sports team sup-
port went to the St. Louis Cardinals
baseball team.  
Having resided on the Meyer farm

near St. Clement all of their married
life and building a new home on the
farm in 1977, Richard loved the coun-
try life and enjoyed living close to his
family. You could find Rich and
Judy’s home easily, all you had to do
was look for the palm trees in the
front yard. 
He enjoyed watching his grand-

children grow and visiting with fam-
ily and friends. 
Serving as honorary pallbearers

will be grandchildren, Luke Shaw,
Melanie Diebal, Tyler Martin, Katie
Guymon, Adam Twellman, Grace
Twellman, Will Twellman, Kayla
Caldwell, and Ashley Cox. Serving as
special honorary pallbearers will be
Eddie Bybee and Bill Baxter.
Memorials may be made to St.

Clement Church or Pike County
Home Health and Hospice.
Online condolences may be left at

www.bibbveach.com. 

William Bennett
Burton II
A sweet baby boy born to Logan

Burton and Taylor Bartley died at
Cardinal Glennon Children's Hospital
in St. Louis. He was here only a short
time but made a big impression on his
entire family. He will be sadly missed
and long remembered by all those
who knew and loved him.
He is survived by his loving par-

ents, Logan Burton and Taylor Bart-
ley of Silex; grandparents, Gerald
Bartley, Leah Craig, April Burton, and
Joe Scott; great-grandparents; many
other relatives and friends of the fam-
ily.
Visitation was Saturday from 11

a.m.-1 p.m., at McCoy-Blossom Fu-
neral Homes & Crematory in Troy.
Funeral Service was Saturday at 1

p.m., McCoy-Blossom Funeral
Homes & Crematory in Troy. The
Rev. Richie Rhea officiated.
Memorials may be made to the

Burton family for funeral expenses
(donations may be called into the fu-
neral home), c/o the McCoy-Blossom
Funeral Homes & Crematory,  1304
Boone Street Troy, MO 63379
Family and friends are invited to

sign our guestbook registry at:
www.mccoyblossomfh.com

Nathanel 
Florence Jr.
Nathaniel Florence, Jr., 69, of

Bowling Green died Monday, May
31, 2021 at his home.
Funeral services for Nathaniel

were Saturday, June 5 at 1 p.m., at
Bibb-Veach Funeral Homes and Cre-
matory in Bowling Green with the
Rev. Albert W. Lawson officiating.
Burial was in Memorial Gardens
Cemetery in Bowling Green. 
Visitation was from 12 p.m., until

the time of services on Saturday at the
funeral home.
Nathaniel was born Feb. 8, 1952 in

Louisiana to Nathaniel Florence, Sr.
and Ruby Hobbs. He was united in
marriage to Geanna Blair on July 3,
1977. To this union two children were
born, and four step-children were re-
ceived.
Nathaniel grew up in Bowling

Green and was a 1970 graduate of
Bowling Green High School. While
in school, he participated in football,
basketball, and shot put in track. After
graduation, Nathaniel enlisted in the
United States Navy. He served from
June 1971-June 1977, serving during
Vietnam as an Aviation Boatswain’s
Mate upon the USS Ranger (CVA-
61). 
After returning from the service,

Nathaniel began working for Her-
cules in Louisiana, and later Dura in
Hannibal. He went to work at
N.E.C.C. in Bowling Green when it

opened and he retired from there after
16 years in the maintenance depart-
ment. 
Nathaniel enjoyed fishing and

hunting, mushroom hunting, and bar-
becuing for his family and the Ma-
sonic Lodge. He loved his family;
especially his grandchildren.
Nathaniel is survived by his son,

Michael Blair of St. Charles; daugh-
ter, Shanna Florence of St. Charles;
step-daughter, Lisa Blair of Alabama;
grandchildren, Jaida Blair, Zavion
Blair, Mikaliegh Blair, and Anasia
Poston; brothers, Robert Bell, Jr. and
wife, Shellia and Gary Bell and wife,
Lisa Ann; sisters: Tonya Hendrix,
Marcia Hammers, Carolyn White and
husband, Jimmy, Jane Nalley and
husband, Darell, Stephanie Bell, and
Ebony Bell; special friend, Brenda
Gollaher; and a host of nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his

parents; and siblings, Carol Bell, who
died at birth, Marcile McQuay, Lorina
Bell, and Ronnie Florence; and step-
children, Derrick Blair, Kyle Blair
and Theresa Blair.
Memorials may be made to the

donor’s choice.
Online condolences may be left at

www.bibbveach.com.

Karma Lynn
Niemeyer
Karma Lynn Niemeyer, 41, of

Bowling Green died Thursday, June
10, 2021 at her home.
Visitation for Karma will be

Wednesday from 4-8 p.m., at Bibb-
Veach Funeral Homes and Crematory
in Bowling Green.
Karma was born Oct. 29, 1979 in

Jacksonville, Ill., to Gordon Shepherd
and Judy Mae Niemeyer Fisher.
Memorials may be made to the

Wounded Warrior Project.
A full obituary will be posted in

next week’s Tribune.
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Call 
324-6111

To 
Place 
An Ad

Apartments For Rent
One (1) bedroom, 1-2 people

Rent comes with utilities & cable
Range, refrigerator, AC, Washer & dryer on site

Maintenance Free
INCOME BASED Rent - For qualified applicants

Credit & Background - Check Required
Louisiana Housing Association, Inc.

522 Tella Jane Lane
573-754-4434 TDD 

1-800-735-2966
This institution is an  equal opportunity provider

To the Members of the Clopton
Board of Education:
We would like to speak to each of

you as a Board.  This is not mommy
and daddy here to beg you to give a
job duty back.  Why would we do
that when you, as a board, are so
against the person.
We are here to talk about how you

treat others and being unprofessional
and disrespectful.  Yes, you are here
to do a job in the best interest of our
school.  Ask yourself, are you doing
that?  The activities director receiv-
ing a negative text from a board
member’s spouse indicates that he
had influence over the board, since
after that text and at the next meeting
the position was taken from the
long-standing activities director and
given to the new activities director
at twice the compensation.  Had the
board bothered to check the state-
ments in the text, they would have
discovered that the comments in the
text were not true.
You may have a reason for what

you have done, but we do not think
so.  How would you feel if after
seven years of having a position and

suddenly you were fired without
even sitting down with that person
or the board telling the person there
was a problem?    Over the last seven
years the activities director has had
good evaluations with no negative
concerns mentioned, and was dis-
missed from his duties after the ad-
ministrative staff recommended that
he be retained.  What has happened
to communication in this school dis-
trict and respect for the administra-
tive staff’s opinion?
You show no feelings for others,

and you destroy peoples’ lives for
your own personal agendas.  My
family has lived in this school dis-
trict for over thirty-eight years, and
I gave my life to this school district
for twenty-six years.   We always try
to treat others with respect.  The
members of this board must think
they are perfect and think they know
more than the administrative staff at
this school.  You do not work to-
gether with others for the good of
our school.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary and Judy Cannon

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Bowling Green R-I School District is inviting general con-

tractors to submit bids for the Fieldhouse Project at Bowling Green
R-I School District, 700 W. Adams St., Bowling Green, MO 63334.
Bids are due by 2 p.m., June 28, 2021, the district’s Central Office.
All prospective bidders should call 573-324-5441 to arrange a pre-
bid walk through.  Instructions to bidders and Project Specifica-
tions can be obtained by contacting the district’s Central Office.

PUBLIC NOTICE REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
The Bowling Green R-I School District will accept qualifications for

professional engineering and surveying services.  Qualified firms are in-
vited to submit a formal response.  Responses must be received by 2
p.m., June 28, 2021 in accordance with specifications as described. The
qualifications can be sent to Central Office, Attn: Superintendent, Dr.
Matthew Frederickson, 700 W. Adams St., Bowling Green, MO 63334.
The Request for Qualifications can be obtained by calling central office
at 573-324-5441 or picked up at the district’s Central Office.

Letter To The Editor

We Welcome Your Local News

Farber Fun Fest
Committee Meets 

BY BRENDA GOWER
SECRETARY

The Farber Fun Fest meeting was
called to order by president Brandie
Gay at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, June
2 at the Farber Community Build-
ing.  
Those presents were: Brandie

Gay, Lynn Flowers, Marie Bounds,
Karen Bounds Heaston, Brenda
Gower, Ruth Etta Williams, Lynette
Null, Anna Flowers, and Edward
Babb.
Preparations for the upcoming

Farber Fun Fest for Aug. 6-7, 2021
were discussed. Friday night would
offer: tractor pull, lucky party, and
an ice cream social. Saturday morn-
ing: YMCA sponsored run,
venders/farmer’s market, baby
show. Saturday afternoon will offer
games for all ages. Saturday late af-
ternoon: Car/Motorcycle Cruise
Poker Run. Saturday evening live
music with Fifty/Fifty and Dead
Format.  Plans for the printing of
fliers for the weekend were made. 
Saturday, June 12 at 8 a,m., was

set for painting the old library build-
ing.
The next meeting is Wednesday,

June 16 at 6:30 p.m., at the Farber
Community Building. 
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Put Our 
Classifieds To Work

For You

NOTICE
The Public Water Supply Dist. #1 of Pike

County’s 2021 Annual Water Quality Report
will not be mailed to each customer. In addition
to being published in The People’s Tribune, it
is available at 1106 W. Adams St., Bowling
Green, during regular business hours: Monday
through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. or you
may call 573-324-3221.The report can also be
accessed at www.dnr.mo.gov/ccr/ccr.htm; se-
lect Pike County and view it online.

Tri-County Saddle Club
Plans Summer Events

BY BETH TRAYNOR GILBERT
SECRETARY

Members of the Tri-County Sad-
dle Club met Saturday, June 5 for a
monthly meeting. 

The group went over improve-
ments and old business before hav-
ing homemade ice cream. The cold
treat was welcomed after the heat of
the day!

During the meeting it was de-
cided that the club will move for-
ward with replacing the arena to
continuous pipe fencing. This will
be a much needed update that will
stand the test of time. We are be-
yond excited for this to be happen-
ing!  It was also approved, as a trial,
to move meeting dates to the first
Monday of the month. This will
begin in August and will hopefully
increase flexibility for everyone’s
busy schedules. 

Our first horse show for the 2021
season will be held Saturday, June
19 at 2 p.m., at the Tri-County Sad-
dle Club. We will also be hosting a
horse show Saturday, July 10 at the
Vandalia Fairgrounds to begin at 2
p.m., as well. During this time we
will be drawing our 2021 gun raffle
winner! These events are open to
any and all riders. We look forward
to seeing you there and appreciate
the public’s participation. 
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VFW Post 5553 & Auxiliary

BARBECUE
Friday, June 18 - 11 a.m.

Save-A-Lot Parking Lot
Pork Steak & Pork Burger
Dinners/SandwichesCut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service

Gary Motley
CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507

“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 
drain cleaning & service work”

K OF C
FISH FRY

Friday, June 18 - 4:30-7:30 p.m.
SETON HALL - LOUISIANA

$10 • 5 & UNDER FREE
Fried Fish, Fried Potatoes, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw

Dine-In, Carry-Out or Curbside Pick Up

Our Meredith recently spent time 
as a patient at Pike County 

Memorial Hospital. We want to
thank Dr. Jennings and the entire
staff for the excellent and loving care
given to her. Our family would also
like to thank her supportive staff and
family at Ruth Jensen Village.

We are blessed to have these excellent
facilities in our county.

Charlene McCune & Family

Baker Memorial Scholarship
The Richard Baker Memorial Scholarship is awarded every year to someone

with the utmost character and all-around charisma. This scholarship was founded
in remembrance of Richard Baker. he was one of the most all around humble, loving,
humorous, and joyful people they have known. Those at Poage Ford felt that they
needed to let the presence and aura of Richard live on through this scholarship.
Thus, they founded the Richard Baker Memorial Scholarship. This year the $500
award was given to Jacob Bowen. He is a great example of someone who embodies
the same qualities that they saw in Richard. 

Clopton YMCA Summer Camp
The Twin Pike YMCA at Clopton, along with the Pike County Health Department, provided a day of bicycle fun for 60 kids

during the Clopton YMCA Summer Camp on June 9. Kim Gamm, public health coordinator for the Pike County Health Depart-
ment, talked to the campers about bicycle safety and then, along with two helpers, fitted each child with a helmet provided by
the health department. Once the campers received their helmets, they enjoyed riding their bikes and scooters on the Clopton
campus main parking lot.

‘

Estate Auction
6669 Hwy. W - Vandalia
Saturday, June 19 - 10 a.m.

Household: Floral couch, end tables, lamps, figurines, Alabaster candle hold-
ers, pitcher and bowls, kerosene lamps, desk table, 5 gal Whitehall pottery
crock butter churn, recliners, 55” Vizio television, lead crystal glassware, coin
glass, glass baskets, miscellaneous cups and glasses, Autumn gold dish set,
Royal Jackson China, like new toaster oven, juice squeezer, crocks, baking
pans, coinware, dining table, dining chairs, Lefton China rose pattern, china
hutch, cookbooks, wall hangings, costume jewelry, NuWave oven, stock pots,
red hard sided luggage set, wind up wall clock, drop leaf Oak table, cedar chest,
gentlemen’s dresser with swivel mirror, bedroom furniture, dresser, Maytag re-
frigerator, chest of drawers, Kenmore electric stove, comforters, bed linens,
table linens, A Lot of canning jars, mounted fish, sewing notions basket, Wear-
ever skillet, wooden canister set, Tupperware, digital TV antennae, board
games, pool table, Q snap quilting frame, GE washer and Amana dryer, mirrors,
Queen size bed, Frigidaire refrigerator, crochet set, granite top table, walker,
walker with seat, wheelchair, lawn chairs, outdoor lantern, coffee table, wash
stand, Smith Taylor China set, old telephone parts, fiberoptic Victorian Christ-
mas village, 6’ ladder, old rope bed, folding cots, coolers, roll away bed, cherry
picker, rods and reels, fishing tackle, Faltzcraft dishes, ski machine, Wonder
horse pack n play, stair lift, granite tub
Mower, Tools, & More: Chain binders, log chains, gas cans, yard tools,
Gravely ZT 2560 HD zero turn mower (runs good, needs work) Kohler 25HP
motor, potato forks, pitch forks, rakes, shovels, battery chargers, garden hoes,
metal shelving, air impact tools, plumbing supplies, 3500W 6.5 HP generator,
bench grinder, circular saws, Comet air compressor, tire changing machine,
wagon jacks, homemade anvil, oxygen and acetylene tanks, Lincoln gas arch
welder 11HP motor, hydraulic jacks, lots of nuts, bolts, nails, cutting torch hoses
and gauges, cutting heads, splitting maul, come alongs, tough tank air com-
pressor, block and tackle, copper tubing, electrical wire, ladder jacks, small 12”
band saw, electric cement mixer, cutting torch outfit with cart, truck spreaders,
AC Lincoln 225 welder, table saw, yard aerator, push mower, tow rope, electric
start snow blower, metal trash cans, ping pong table, wrenches, pliers, screw-
drivers, hammers, vise grips, channel locks, toolboxes, welding rods, bench
top lathe, drill bits, saw blades, organizer caddies, hatchet, belt and disc sander,
¾” drill, Craftsman radial arm saw 10”, razor strap, misc drills, old license plates,
cordless tools, sanders, pry bars, 10gal shop vac, electrical cords, small floor
jacks, 10×10 dog pen with roof, yard statuary, metal top table, glider swing,
Grill Master BBQ grill
Owners & auction personnel not responsible for accidents, nor for items lost or
stolen. Credit and debit cards are accepted with a 3.5% convenience fee being
added
Auctioneer’s Note: This is a good clean sale with some good Household
and collectibles. Hope to see you on the 19th. ~Bill

Owners: The late Marvin & Margie Burnett
AUCTIONEERS: BILL ALLEN

www.billallenauctionservice.com - Visit us on Auction Zip ID # 15431
Find us at: AllenAuctioneers.com, AuctionZip.com #15431, AuctionGuy.com,
GoToAuction.com
Owners and auction personnel not responsible for accidents, nor for items lost
or stolen. Announcements made day of sale take precedence over any printed
matter. Lunch will be available, Restroom on site. We accept Cash, Good
Check with proper ID and Credit/Debit card with a 4 percent convenience
charge.  

BILL ALLEN AUCTION SERVICE - Bowling Green - 573-470-6565

Vandalia 
Barber Shop
215B S. Main - Vandalia
CLOSED
FOR

VACATION
June 22-26

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT

For Sale
754-5812

We Buy 
Salvage Cars & 

Farm Equipment
Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage
754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE

485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED -
BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

RECEIVING BIDS
to tear down house and clean up. Ad-
dress to view, 209 W. Page, Vandalia.
All bids need to be in by Wednesday,
June 30, 2021.

Lavanna Nelson
201 W. Page, Vandalia, MO 63382
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Cotton - Skills, Smarts, Mouth And Knee Lead To Basketball Greatness

Editor’s note: The following is adapted
from a story that originally appeared in the
2015 book “One More Thing” by award-
winning print and broadcast journalist, his-
torian and public relations professional
Brent Engel of Louisiana. It was announced
recently that Cotton Fitzsimmons will be
posthumously inducted into the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame on Sept.
11.
There was only one thing Lowell

Fitzsimmons loved more than talking, and
that was basketball.
Put the two together and you had the

makings of a long, but exciting, conversa-
tion. A crop of white-blond hair led grade
school classmates at Bowling Green to
nickname him Cotton. Fitzsimmons was
diminutive but quick, and he had a killer
shot.
But he also had an aura that set him

apart. Whether it was at the junior college
or the pro level, Fitzsimmons cared as
much about his players as he did about
winning, and he hated losing. In fact, Cotton
once bought a race horse, and coached it
to be a winner.
Few contemporaries understood the

game as well as Cotton. Even fewer took
the time to delve into the diverse personal-

ities that made his teams tick. His motives
may have been questioned from time to
time, but his heart was always in the right
place. So was his right knee, because
Fitzsimmons spent many a game from that
position.
A man who was only 5 feet 7 inches in

height ranks 11th on the list of coaches with
the most wins in National Basketball Asso-
ciation history.
Sounds like he stood pretty tall.
“I was a guy who wasn’t supposed to be

a player,” Fitzsimmons told “Fastbreak,” the
Phoenix Suns’ magazine. “I was too small.
If you’re going to be small and you’re going
to be a player, you’ve got to be good. You
have to work harder than everybody else

and you have to be more determined. You
can never give in whatsoever. NOBODY
could tell me I was too small.”

MORE THAN A COACH
For Cotton, the road to the big time

started in Pike County, with Coach James
A. Wilson, who served as a mentor after
Cotton’s father died when the little spark
plug was in fifth grade.
“In those days, coaches worked and

Coach Wilson coached every team,”
Fitzsimmons said. “He planned on staying
in Bowling Green – even built his own
house with his own two hands. And, no dif-
ferent than today, in order to stay you had
to win. He wanted to build his team for the
future, so he started us out in the seventh
grade and coached us all the way through.”
Basketball wasn’t the only thing Cotton

learned from his mentor.
“Coach Wilson had the biggest influence

on me of any male adult,” he said. “He
taught me the difference between rules and
principles. Rules are made to be bent,
sometimes even broken. Principles are
something you live by. My mother, Zelda,
with help from Aunt Willie Sue and Uncle
Bonham, raised me, of course, but I think I
looked up to Coach Wilson as a father fig-
ure and wanted to be like him.”
Things weren’t always kosher between

coach and Cotton. After a victory in a road
game they weren’t supposed to win, Cotton
and a couple of buddies accepted an invi-
tation from three local girls to attend a party.
Coach Wilson had a midnight curfew

and enforced it by making violators run five
laps around the gym for every minute they
were late. Wilson caught Cotton and the
other two in the hotel lobby.
Cotton and his friend, Gene Hall, calcu-

lated those 275 laps to be 13 miles. Cotton
always said that Gene instigated the entire
affair, but then Hall said Cotton always
blamed Gene for his troubles. Wilson ap-
parently thought laps around the gym just
weren’t enough.
“’By doggies thunderation’ – those were

his swear words,” Fitzsimmons recalled his
coach saying. “He said ‘I thought about
keeping you guys up all night, but I’d have
to stay up with you,’ adding that he’d think
of something else. And he did.”
Coach enforced punishment at a Mon-

day morning assembly in Bowling Green.
“He thanked the faculty and students for

praising the team’s tournament victory, ac-
knowledged that the team had played well
and then announced ‘We had three
Casanovas who broke curfew, however,
and partied with some young ladies after-
ward in Savannah. Will these three please
stand?’” Cotton said. “We stood. There was
no way out. I don’t have to tell you that all
three of our girlfriends broke things off with
us that very day.”
Cotton twice led his high school teams

to the state tournament, but came away
without a championship. After graduation,
he followed in the footsteps of his older
brother, Orland, who had worked until Cot-
ton was ready to graduate.
Fitzsimmons spent two years at the

brick plant in Farber until JoAnn, his older
sister got her diploma, and Carol, the
younger sister, was well on her way to grad-
uation.
The time at the brick plant was by no

means misspent. The factory had a basket-
ball team made up of area coaches and
Cotton’s co-workers.

“We played an 80-game schedule,”
Fitzsimmons recalled. “These guys helped
me develop, and I hadn’t even played my
college ball yet.”
Cotton also worked as an assistant

manager at a Bowling Green business. The
job meant he had to open early and close
late, but there was at least one advantage.
“They gave me a two-hour lunch – long
enough to play pickup games with guys I
knew,” he said.
Cotton finally made it to college at Han-

nibal-LaGrange. During the National Junior
College basketball tournament in 1953,
Fitzsimmons surprised even himself.
It happened with just a couple of sec-

onds left in the half.
“I was at the top of the free throw circle.”

Fitzsimmons remembered. “I put the ball on
the floor once and let it fly for the basket at
the other end. I wasn’t even sure I could get

it there, and I followed it all the way. Dog-
gone if it didn’t go in. I don’t remember who
we were playing or what the score was at
the time, but I do remember we won the
game by one point.”
During a three-year stint at Midwestern

Texas State, Cotton decided he wanted to
coach. “Not too many people know what
they want to do with their lives at that age,”
he said.

SMART & TALENTED
Before he got behind the bench, how-

ever, Cotton earned a master’s degree in
administrative education.
His first coaching job came back in Mis-

souri, at what was then Moberly Junior Col-
lege. He stayed 11 years and won two
national titles before spending three years
at Kansas State. From there, it was on to
the big time with the Phoenix Suns.
Cotton particularly remembers the men

from his first NBA squad.
“I have individual pictures of all five

starters from that team – Paul Silas, Connie
Hawkins, Dick Van Arsdale, Neal Walk and
Clem Haskins,” he said. “I give them credit
for me remaining in the NBA. They were
solid people, they were willing to work and
they wanted to win.”
But winning wasn’t everything. Fitzsim-

mons was particularly proud of his 1981-82
Kansas City Kings team, which had a
record of 30 wins and 52 losses.
“Probably the best year I ever had

coaching,” he said. “I took a group of young
guys in Kansas City and won 30 games.
Most people say that’s a loser, that’s a
dead-cold loser. Well, we did a great job to
win those 30 games.”
Any coach will say that scrutiny is a con-

stant companion. For Cotton, it even went
as far as why he’d often drop to one knee
during games.
“In my second year with the Phoenix

Suns, I had 37 technical fouls,” he offered.
“I had to figure a way to control myself. By
getting down on a knee, it took me a little
longer to get up. By that time, the play
would be gone, I’d cool down and wouldn’t
get the technical, at least not in those num-
bers. Some people might consider that to

be style, but I consider it a financial neces-
sity.”
Cotton went on to coach in Atlanta, Buf-

falo and San Antonio, and eventually did
two more stints at the helm for the Suns be-
fore becoming an executive and a broad-
caster.
Though he’d never smoked, Cotton was

diagnosed with lung cancer in April 2004.
Coaching colleague Jack Ramsay found
that Cotton still had his positive attitude, de-
spite the pain of chemotherapy. And, as
usual, he used basketball analogies.
“One of my legs has gotten bigger – it

was up to a Kevin Duckworth size there for
a while, but now it’s down to about a Karl
Malone,” he said, referring to two NBA
stars. “I’m walking around a little bit, so I
guess I’m doin’ all right.”
But things were not OK.
Cotton died on July 24, 2004, finishing

his coaching career with 832 victories and
775 losses in 21 seasons. He never lost the
ability to improve the lives of those around
him. Former Suns player and NBA televi-
sion analyst Charles Barkley remembered
Cotton’s humor and unwavering attitude.
Two stories in particular stood out. It

seems Barkley once told Cotton that he
liked President Bill Clinton. Cotton smiled
and told Barkley – “You’re a black multi-mil-
lionaire, but if you keep voting Democratic,
you’re going to just be a black millionaire.”
Cotton then paused and added “And when
your wife leaves you, you’re just going to
be black.”
Barkley said he thought that was one of

the funniest things he’d ever heard, but not
quite as hilarious as what Cotton told him
the day he arrived in Phoenix after being
traded to the Suns.
Cotton picked up Barkley at the air-

port…in a convertible…with the top down…
in the summer…in Arizona…with the tem-
perature around 115 degrees.
Barkley asked “Is it always this hot?”
Cotton replied “You’re going to hell one

day, so this will help you get used to it.”
In the Fastbreak interview, Cotton ex-

plored his profound feelings about the
game.

“We all started because we love the
game, so why take that out of it?” he said.
“Go ahead and do your job, work hard, win
and still have fun. Every day in practice, I
want to have fun. Of course, every facet of
this game is exciting, but there’s nothing like
coaching. You have to do it to experience
it. I’d be lying if I said I sleep better at night,
but I love it. I think I was born to coach.”
And how would Cotton like to be re-

membered?
“I always said that I was proud to have

Bowling Green and Pike County as my her-
itage, and my best wish is that I never forget
my roots,” he said.

ONE MORE THING
Fitzsimmons and Wilson shared at least

one night of remembrance.
It came on April 28, 1972, when the sec-

ond-year NBA coach returned to Bowling
Green for the high school’s annual athletic
banquet.
An estimated 500 people crowded into

the gym for the ceremonies. The usual
awards were handed out, but the evening
in reality was a celebration and farewell for
Wilson, who planned to retire at the end of
the term after a teaching and coaching ca-
reer that began in 1936.
Cotton drew chuckles telling stories

about his former coach, but wasn’t laughing
much himself. “Nothing he did to me at that
time was very damn amusing,” Fitzsim-
mons said.
For his part, Wilson brought forth laughs

by saying he couldn’t see how Fitzsimmons
and Hall — who went on to coach basket-
ball and volleyball at Culver-Stockton Col-
lege in Canton and compile an overall
record of 643 wins and just 278 losses
while also serving as the school’s athletic
director and as a professor from 1978 to
2001 — could have turned out so success-
fully.
Cotton said he learned many life les-

sons from Wilson.
“You could bend his rules a little and

he’d live with you,” Fitzsimmons recalled.
“But you couldn't break the principles or in-
tegrity he had.”

A framed, autographed photo of Low-
ell “Cotton” Fitzsimmons hangs outside
the gym at Bowling Green High School. 

Photo by Brent Engel

Bowling Green Coach James A. Wil-
son in 1947. 

Cotton Fitzsimmons, number 34, is pictured at left in the first row during his sophomore year at Bowling Green High School.
He graduated in 1949. (Photo from 1947 Bowling Green High School yearbook, The Speaker).



ART’S FLEA MARKET - Furniture,
tools, misc., Bus. 54 W., Bowling Green,
573-470-6837. Open Monday-Saturday,
9-4; Sunday, 1-4 p.m.

GARAGE SALE - 1016 Southway
CT, Bowling Green.  Friday 7 a.m.-5:30
p.m., Saturday 7 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Cookie
jars, (2) 32" flat screen TVs, queen quilt
set, (2) double sheet sets, wall decor,
kitchen ware, wooden rocker, vintage
parlor table, storage bench hassock,
men's & ladies clothing, shoes, blow up
queen mattress plus LOTS of miscella-
neous.

GARAGE SALE - Friday & Saturday,
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Lots of men, women &
children’s clothing, full-size box spring,
lots of misc. Karen Lewis, Tara Lewis,
Kim Chance, Jill Trower. Brick house 1/4
mi. west of Curryville, 6627 Hwy. 54.

HUGE MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE
-  705 W. Centennial, B.G. Friday, 8
a.m.-2 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.-noon.
Gently used girl’s clothes - newborn-4T,
toys, nice women’s clothes -
small/medium, bed, kitchen table, other
furniture, household items., misc. No
early birds.

SALE - 19197 Hwy. F. Shop
tools/materials, trailer tarps, barbecue
grills, household, plus size clothes, can-
ning jars. Friday, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;
Saturday, 7:30 a.m.-noon.

2 BEDROOM house in B.G., by
owner. 324-2456. (x4-34)

USED DOUBLEWIDE - DUTCH.
Amish built in Indiana, excellent condi-
tion, 3 bed., 2 bath. FINANCING. Call for
info 573-249-3333, marktwain mobile-
homes.com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used mobile homes. Call
or text 573-338-6250 or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.com. (tf)

2 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile home
on private lot in B.G. Extra room for
nursery &/or office. Storage area. Refrig-
erator & stove included. Washer & dry
hookup. Under new ownership. 324-
2718. (x2-34)

SELF-STORAGE - In Vandalia. Units
in 3 sizes - 10x20, 10x10, and 8x10.
L&S Storage, 573-248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY BUILDING -
Vandalia - Family reunion, shower, birth-
day. Call Art Wiser, 594-3224. Member-
ships available. (tf)

COUCH & LOVESEAT $300; kitchen
table & four chairs, $175; riding lawn
mower, 42”, 14 hp., $300. 573-822-
5722.

GUNS, switchblades, ammunition
and reloading supplies. 573-470-9111
Mo. Firearms Co. (c10-30)

USED refrigerator, $175; used Elec-
tric range, $150.  Delivery available.
Vandalia Firestone & Appliance, 594-
6624. 

GOOD used tires, passenger & light
truck, $15 & up. Vandalia Firestone &
Appliance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We specialize in new pole
buildings and new metal house roofs
and all buildings. Wagler Metals: 21764
Pike 409, Bowling Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC rock clearing rake,
$1,500. 636-697-8499. (tf)

HILLTOP FURNITURE & VARIETY -
Open every day except Sunday & major
holidays, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 7735 Pike 469,
Curryville. (tf)

‘09 DODGE Journey, 160,xxx,
heated seats, new battery, third row
seat, Navigation, bluetooth, new brakes
& rotors, no rust, $4,200 cash OBO.
573-470-2719.

LOUISIANA Elks Lodge looking for
bartenders. Please call Andy Young,
630-864-0759. (x2-35)

PART-TIME house keeper for small
motel. Experience and references re-
quired. Call 324-2868 for more informa-
tion.

PERSONAL CARE AIDE needed for
adult disabled Quentin in BG..  He has
electric wheelchair & ceiling lift system.
Must be able to pass background
checks. Thursdays 2-9:30 p.m., and Fri-
days 2-10 p.m.  Also some weekend
hours available.  Leave a message for
Kathy Miller  573-470-1583. (x3-34)

PART-TIME help wanted to take pho-
tos, measure, & diagram buildings for in-
surance inspections. County. Great job for
retired person. Send email to
norm.ccas@socket.net for additional info.

NO HUNTING or trespassing, Murry
Shepherd Farms. Violators will be pros-
ecuted. Not responsible for injuries. (10-
20)

NO HUNTING or trespassing on land
owned by Orey and Elizabeth Shepherd.
Violators will be prosecuted. Not respon-
sible for accidents. (11-10)

A-Z MAINTENANCE: Mowing,
weedeating, mulching, tree removal,
brush clearing, landscaping, farm clean
up, powerwashing, custom gravel drive-
ways. Misc. labor for hire. 573-470-
1067. (x6-35)

GEEKY HILLBILLY COMPUTER
SERVICES LLC - B.G. computer repair
& recycling, 573-567-6164. (tf)

KUYKENDALL FARM SERVICES,
LLC - maintenance, property mainte-
nance, mowing, 15 years experience.
573-470-9416. (tf)

BETTS EXCAVATING - Dozer, back-
hoe, bobcat, ponds, clearing, base-
ments, gravel hauling & more.
Reasonable rates. 754-2371. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, septic pumping & re-
pair, sewer augering & repair, grease
trap pumping and porta potty rentals.
Butch Menne, 573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC PUMPING -
Commercial or residential, portable toilet
rental, job sites, special events, auc-
tions. Brown’s Septic Pumping, 206
Brown Lane, Louisiana, 754-5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES - Hand crocheted by
Ann Hecox. Make great personal gifts.
217-656-3654 annahcx@gmail.com. (tf)
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GARAGE SALES

CALL 324-6111 
TO PLACE AN AD

PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU

NO HUNTING

MOBILE HOMES

FOR SALE

SERVICES

FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

*** HELP WANTED***
Full Or Part-Time
MAINTENANCE
& GROUNDS

HOUSEKEEPERS
GUARD

Some weekends required
Apply in person at Tievoli Hills resort

at 25795 Hwy. N in Clarksville
Call 573-242-3577 for more info

EOE & Drug Free Employer

Operator B Position
Louisiana, MO 63353, USA
Req #763
Calumet Missouri LLC is hiring an
Operator B for their Louisiana, Missouri facility.

Calumet Specialty Products Partners, L.P. (NASDAQ:
CLMT) is a master limited partnership and a leading
independent producer of high-quality, specialty hydro-
carbon products in North America. Calumet processes
crude oil and other feedstocks into customized lubri-
cating oils, solvents and waxes used in consumer, in-
dustrial and automotive products and produces fuel
products including gasoline, diesel and jet fuel.
POSITION SUMMARY:
The role of the Operator B is to handle, process and
store raw materials and finished product following cor-
rect processes and procedures.
JOB DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Complete scheduled safety & environmental inspec-
tions and area housekeeping
Charge acids to Premix.
Charge solids to Premix, D-Kettle, and E-Kettle, and
F-Kettle
Sample product from kettles, presses, and candle fil-
ter as needed
Record all production/process data
Filter all batches and pump to storage tanks
Maintain filtration logs
Maintain intermediate tanks, lime slurry, oil skimmers,
cooling towers, mud buckets, and assist in monitoring
of wastewater treatment plant
Stock lime, carbon, filter aid, and press papers
Clean and dress presses with filter cloths and papers
Assist with candle filter maintenance as needed
Order supplies from storeroom
Maintain daily check-sheets
Assist/complete minor maintenance repairs as
needed
Assist A Operator, if necessary
Routine inspections including but not limited to gen-
eral inspections of area, wastewater treatment plant,
lift station #1, safety inspections, etc.
Operate a Forklift
Provide vacation and absenteeism coverage as
needed
Additional duties as assigned
POSITION REQUIREMENTS:
High school diploma or GED
Ability and willingness to work rotating shifts that in-
clude nights, weekends, and holidays with limited su-
pervision
Ability to pass a written skills assessment
Salary and benefits commensurate with experience.
We are an equal opportunity employer. Minority/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veteran
Except where prohibited by state law, all offers of em-
ployment are conditioned upon successfully passing
a drug test.

Job Req #763
External candidates should apply online at:

https://us60.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/e
n-US/calumet/Posting/View/2970

Evening
Custodian
Louisiana R-II is accepting

applications for a night custo-
dian (3-11 p.m.).  Position is
available immediately.  During
the summer, it will be a day
shift and switch to evenings
when school begins in August.
Full time position with board
paid health insurance.  Appli-
cations are available online, or
in the Central office at 3321
Georgia St., Louisiana, MO.
Position is open until filled. 

Louisiana R-II School Dis-
trict is an equal opportunity
employer and does not dis-
criminate in its programs,
services, activities, facilities or
with regard to employment.

SERVICES
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