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Tri-County Care Center Board
Addresses Concerns

BYBRICE CHANDLER
EDITOR

Emotions ran high during the Tri-
County Care Center’s (TCCC) Board
meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 1.  
Along with the six board members,

20 people attended the open forum meet-
ing at 8:30 that morning to express frus-
trations, concerns, and support for the
facility.  
TCCC came under fire recently with

two wrongful death lawsuits filed
against it and several employees by the
families of former residents one of
which was Vandalia Alderman,
Dempsey Eugene Dixon who died of
COVID-19 complications  
Accusations of neglect and calls for

Megan Elledge, administrator, to step
down kicked off the emotion-fueled
meeting after board president Connie
Hesse opened for public discussion.  
“Things at TCCC have not been

going well in the last year or two years,”
Carla Wortman addressed the audience.
“I tried to give everyone the benefit of
the doubt as it was a new administration
were trying to get everything done. That
didn’t happen, and it’s not happening
now.”  
Nearly in tears, she described a situa-

tion where call lights were going unan-
swered for long durations and that after
multiple meetings with the administra-
tion, positive changes would only last a
short time before returning to the previ-
ous state.  
“It was with sheer heartbreak that I

moved my mom and dad out of Tri-
County Care Center,” she continued.
“Where I had hoped they could have
some kind peace of life and not wanting
to come home. But that’s not happening
there. That’s why we left and will not be
back until the administration has
changed.”  
Caretakers at the facility said the

claims weren’t true. In fact, several em-
ployees of the care center attended the
meeting to dispute those claims and sup-
port the board and administration.  
“I’ve been here 41 years, going on

42,” one TCCC employee said. “We take
care of those people. I love them dearly.
We’re here because we care.”  

According to another caretaker, Chris
Clark, they’ve accommodated the resi-
dents by changing time schedules as
needed, however, she explained that
there were multiple residents. “I ex-
plained that they have to be patient.’”  
Wortman admitted none of the em-

ployees attending were the source of her
frustration.  
“I’m here to tell everyone, ‘I will not

go anywhere else but this nursing
home,” Clark continued amongst ap-
proving nods from her co-workers. “I
won’t work anywhere else. Those are
my kids and that’s the way everyone in
this room is, to show a united front that
we’re going to continue to stand. That’s
why we’re all here.”  
“I’ve been there 30 years,” Another

caretaker added. “I’ve spent three
months out of  Tri-County because I was
sick, and I was ready to come back. I
love those residents.  
“A big part of the problem here is that

we’re short-handed,” board member
Mick Hayden explained. “This COVID,
it’s like nothing we’ve ever seen before.
If you know anyone here who wants a
job, then we can help you.”  
Hayden also expressed how Face-

book and other social media platforms
are adding fuel to false rumors.    
“Social media is no longer what it

was meant for, so please use a filter
when you read some of the rumors. If
you can lend a hand in any way, see
Megan. Nurses coming out of school can
go to a doctor’s office, hospital, almost
anywhere and get paid more thanthey
can at a nursing home. God bless these
people who are trying to keep up with
the load they’re carrying. So, please try
to be understanding. I understand that
when it's grandma or mom or dad out
there and they aren’t getting the help you
feel they should, I understand that. I had
my mother out there for a while. There
were moments when I thought she could
get something better than this, but the
nurses were waiting on other residents.”  
According to board members, the

nursing center has seen a significant drop
in residents since the beginning of
COVID-19. Before the pandemic, they

A Long Time Coming - Fitzsimmons Makes NBA Hall Of Fame

BY BRENT ENGEL
CONTRIBUTINGWRITER

Cotton Fitzsimmons never forgot
his roots, and he’s finally being im-
mortalized for a lifetime of playing
and teaching the game he loved so
passionately.
The Pike County native will be in-

ducted posthumously into the Nai-
smith Memorial Basketball Hall of
Fame on Saturday, Sept. 11.
Perhaps the only equals to Cotton’s

affection for basketball were a love of
family and the place where he first
bounced the leather.
Carol Lovell of Silex is the coach’s

only surviving sibling, and says the
Hall of Fame honor is a “long time
coming, but well-deserved.” She re-
members her brother was in-
domitable, positive and bold, yet
remained cordial, warmhearted and
humble.
“I always said Cotton was just my

brother who happened to be a NBA
coach,” she said. “He never met a
stranger and always thanked the fans
who asked for his autograph.”
Carol’s husband, John, said his

brother-in-law’s demeanor was a di-
rect result of his Bowling Green up-
bringing.
“It didn’t matter how successful he

became,” John Lovell said. “He
treated the guys who washed his car
and the golf course workers the same
as he treated the ‘celebrities’ (with
whom) he came in contact.”
Cotton had talent, but perspective

was a key part of his success. Defeat,
on or off the court, could not domi-
nate him. A competitive streak would
define every aspect of life.
“His glass was always half full,”

Carol Lovell recalls.
Lowell Gibbs Fitzsimmons was

born in Hannibal on Oct. 7, 1931. In
addition to Carol, he had an older
brother, Orland, and a younger sister,
JoAnne. Their mother, Zelda, kept the

four in line while their father, Clancy,
did all he could to provide for the
family. It was a lesson all four would
never forget.
A crop of what he later called “very

fluffy and wavy” white-blond hair led
Bowling Green classmates to give
Lowell the nickname “Cotton.”
Attitude and ability were essential.

Cotton stood only five-feet-seven-
inches tall, but made up for a lack of
height with speed and a killer shot.
Determination and hard work were
constant companions, especially after
his father died the year Cotton turned
11.
At Bowling Green High School,

the hard-working cager twice led his
teams to the state basketball tourna-
ment and followed that with success
at Hannibal-LaGrange College.
Wayne and Jack Freeman were

early mentors, and Gene Hall – a first
cousin of John Lovell who would go
on to a storied collegiate coaching and
administrative career – was one of
Cotton’s closest friends.
Life was far from easy for the

Fitzsimmons siblings. All worked as
they grew up and sacrificed for each
other. Cotton found a father figure and
major influence in longtime Bowling
Green educator and coach James A.
Wilson.

“With the help of Coach Wilson,
his mind was made up early in his life
that basketball was to be his profes-
sion,” Carol Lovell said.
The stories of Cotton’s chutzpah

are almost endless. One example
came during a Hannibal-LaGrange
game against the University of Mis-
souri freshmen team. The self-confi-
dent star had tried out for Mizzou
coach Wilbur Stalcup, but was told to
come back when he “grew up.”
Cotton got his revenge by scoring

52 points. After the game, he asked
Stalcup “if he thought he had grown
up,” Carol Lovell remembers.
Classroom acuity also paid off, as

Cotton earned a master’s degree in
administrative education. He won two
national titles during 11 years as
coach at Moberly Junior College and
spent another three years leading the
men’s basketball program at Kansas
State before the NBA came calling.
Cotton helmed the Phoenix Suns,

Atlanta Hawks, Buffalo Braves,
Kansas City Kings and San Antonio
Spurs in a 21-year career, compiling
a record of 832 wins and 775 losses.
Eight of those seasons were in

Phoenix, where Cotton arguably had
his best years. Not only did he coach
the Suns to 341 victories, but also
later served as a team executive, con-
sultant and broadcaster.
Many experts have agreed that

Cotton was an extraordinary evalua-
tor of talent who could invigorate
struggling teams and effectively chal-
lenge winning squads to do even bet-
ter.
The recognition by the Hall of

Fame “supports what we as a family
know – he was a great contributor to
the game of basketball,” John Lovell
said.
Though he never won a champi-

onship, Cotton twice was named
NBA Coach of the Year and made 12
playoff appearances with four teams.
Amid other accolades, he was in-
ducted into the Missouri Sports Hall
of Fame in 1981.
Despite all of the fame, an endur-

ing part of Cotton’s character is one
that’s mentioned frequently by those
who knew him – a special closeness
he had with people. He kept in contact
with many of those with whom he
had grown up and returned to Mis-
souri often for family visits, class re-
unions, fishing or golf outings, or to
run basketball camps for young play-
ers.
True to their uncle’s emphasis on

teamwork, John and Carol Lovell’s
daughters – Nancy, Lisa, Joni and
Vonda – answered questions for this
article with one voice. They fondly re-
member Cotton’s unfailing optimism.
“He always had an outlook that if

you woke up and could see the sky,
then life was good,” the sisters of-
fered. “He always said ‘You haven’t
lived if you haven’t been fired in the
NBA,’ and that seemed to be his
motto in life in general. He never let
life get him down.”
Even after being stricken with can-

cer, Cotton remained upbeat. He died
at age 72 on July 24, 2004, leaving his
wife, JoAnn, and son, Gary.
The Hall of Fame ceremony takes

place at the MassMutual Center in
Springfield, Mass. Lisa and Vonda
plan to attend. Presenters will be re-
tired NBA player Charles Barkley,
former Suns owner Jerry Colangelo
and Nike co-founder Phil Knight.
The Lovell sisters say the family is

“pleased to see that someone who
loved the game as much as he did and
was a student of the game until his
death get recognized for his accom-
plishments. He treated his players
fairly and like family, and that trans-
lated on to the court for his success.”
Carol Lovell says her brother

would be very honored, but probably
just as happy dribbling a ball around
his hometown – with a caveat to re-
flect his good-natured orneriness, of
course.
“He would love a pickup game in

the park in Bowling Green, providing
he could make the rules and keep
score.”
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573-213-5110
701 N. Bus. 61
Bowling Green

McCoy &
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Johanna J. Rue, 81, Vandalia
Jennifer Elaine Luckett, 71, Laddonia
Frederick A. Linton, 54, Eolia
Janet Ferguson Brassfield, 74, 

West Plains
Donald E. “Gene” Perkins, 69, Curryville
Gwen Gibbs, 88, Frankford
Billy Wayne Myrick, 83, Pea Ridge, Ark.

This service of listing all obituaries in today’s paper, for any 
funeral home, is sponsored by McCoy & Blossom Funeral Homes
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Moore, Carlson Take First-Place Honors In LOTO Shootout
After bringing home first-place

honors in the 2021 Lake of the
Ozarks Shootout Ron Moore of Van-
dalia once again brought home a
first-place finish on Sunday, Aug.
29.
Another Vandalia resident and

long-time friend of Moore, Bruce
Carlson, was also a first-place win-
ner in the LOTO Shootout on Sun-
day, Aug. 29.
Both Moore and Carlson partici-

pated in the races in Moore’s 1984
Formula LS Chevy big block, 468
cubic inches with a 671 GM blower.
boat. Moore was in the PV1P1B
class reaching the speed of 71 mph.
Carlson was in the NV1P1B cate-
gory and reached 70 mph, a 10 mph
better than 2020.
The Lake of the Ozarks Shootout

is the largest unsanctioned boat race
in the United States, named one of
the nation’s eight “must-see” boat-
ing events according to Powerboat
Magazine, the Shootout takes place
for the 10th year at Captain Ron’s
Bar & Grill in Sunrise Beach (Lake
Road 5-50, mile marker 34.5). 
The event raises funds for eight

Lake-area rescue teams and numer-
ous other charitable organizations. 
There were over 100 racers and

100,000 spectators in 2019. 
He has been racing at the LOTO

Shootout, Captain Ron’s, Sunrise
Beach for six years.
Ron began racing in 2015 in an

‘84, 24 foot Formula with 454
Chevy big block. He won his class
first time out and was hooked. He
also won again in 2016 and 2017. 

Pictured is Ron Moore with his grandchildren, Presley Moran, left and Cannon
Moran. Moore proudly displaying the 2019 first-place plaque.

Pictured is Bruce Carlson driving a 1984 24 ft., Formula with 454 Chevy big block
in the LOTO 2021 Shootout on Sunday, Aug. 29.

New Pike Assessor Sworn In
Pike County Clerk Laura Stumbaugh, right, is pictured swearing in the new Pike

County Assessor Tracy Riffle-Foster on Wednesday, Sept. 1 in the chambers of the
Pike County Commissioners. 

Trib photo by Jerry Hickerson

Champ Clark

Governor Parson Officially Appoints Marti Pike Coroner
BYBRICE CHANDLER

EDITOR
Pike Commissioners received word

on Thursday, Sept. 3, Missouri Governor
Mike Parson officially accepted their
recommendation and appointed Colton
Marti as Pike County coroner.
It’s just one more responsibility

stacked onto the long list for the 32-year-
old Marti. A task he says he’s honored to
take after the untimely death of former
Pike County Coroner, Chris Stark.
Marti is a veteran of the Missouri Air

National Guard veteran who currently

works full-time on the Bowling Green
Police Department. He also serves as
Fire Chief for the Curryville Fire Depart-
ment – a position he’s held for the last
ten years.
How can he keep up with all those

different tasks?
“I reached to Harry Nelson, who was

helping out Chris,” Marti told the Trib-
une. “He said, ‘absolutely’. I rely on him
a lot.”
According to Marti, he’s fortunate to

have the help.
“Luckily, it’s also not a steady thing

where I get 15 calls a day,” Marti said.
“I just got out of the military too when I
started at Bowling Green Police Depart-
ment. It balanced out so that when I
dropped one thing, I picked another up.
It also helped me learn to work off little
sleep, which is a normal thing for cop
life when you work the night shift.”
He’s already been busy in the role of

coroner. Since his appointment by the
county commissioners, Marti has al-
ready responded to accidents, deaths,
and finishing work started by the late
Chris Starks before his untimely passing.  

Pictured are members of the Tri-County Care Center board, Megan Elledge, ad-
ministrator; Connie Hesse, president; Debbie Salois, Mickey Hayden (back), Carolyn
McBride, and Dodee Mottaz.

Trib photo by Kimberly Chandler
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Call us today
573.754.0721

•Termite Treatment - Pre/Post Construction
•Pest Control - Spiders - Roaches - Ants - Fleas - Mice

•Stinging Insects        •Bed Bugs Heat Treatment
www.midwestpestpros.com
midwestpest@outlook.com

573-324-2313
Free Inspections

No Contracts

Text
Or Call

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Bowling Green R-I School District is inviting

General Contractors to submit bids for the Re-
vised Fieldhouse Project at Bowling Green R-I
School District, 700 W. Adams St., Bowling
Green, MO 63334.  
Bids are due by 11 a.m., on Friday, Sept. 17,

2021, the district’s Central Office.  
All prospective bidders should call 573-324-

5441 to arrange a pre-bid walkthrough.  
Instructions to bidders and Project Specifica-

tions can be obtained by contacting the district’s
Central Office.

Freedom Family Festival
The Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610 and Auxiliary held their Freedom Family

Festival at the city hall in Eolia on Saturday, Aug. 21, was not as well attended as
they would have liked for it to have been but all and all it was a great day. All chair-
manships were represented and had wonderful information, raffle and door prizes
were given along with prizes from the chairmanships. Pictured are the chairmans
along with the department junior vice, post commander and auxiliarly president.
Pictured, front row (l-r): President Mary Tarpein, Department Junior Vice Com-
mander Charles Williams, and Commander Herbert Everett. Second row: Amy
Cooke, Dianne Gardner, Joanne Hammuck, Helen Riffle, and Ailiene Henry. Third
row, youth: John Cooke, auxiliary, Mike Cooke, Charles Riffle, Dolon Colbert, and
Rachael Ryland. Not pictured is Rick Gardner who helped with the food.Department
Junior Vice Commander spoke to the group and gave a lot of useful information,
they really appreciated having him attend this event.

THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE
The area’s ONLY locally-owned &

operated newspaper!

MDC Virtual Program To Focus On Scouting Deer
If you’re a beginning deer hunter

who’s trying to gather as much informa-
tion as possible so you can be success-
ful this fall, be sure to sign up for the
Missouri Department of Conservation
(MDC) virtual program “Hunting: Read-
ing the Deer Woods.” This free online
program, which will be from 6-7:30 p.m.,
on Sept. 16, is being put on by the staff
of MDC’s Shoal Creek Conservation Ed-
ucation Center in Joplin. At this program,

MDC Conservation Educator Jeff
Cantrell will have tips on some of the
basic deer habits, signs, and other char-
acteristics that will help lead to hunting
success. This program is open to ages
10 and up. People can register
at:https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.
com/Event/EventDetails/178290

At the Sept. 16 program, Cantrell will
discuss how deer habits and advance
scouting factor into tree stand place-

ment. He will also have information on
deer habitat, regulations, hunting strate-
gies, safety, equipment, and game care.

More information about the Sept. 16
program can be obtained by calling
MDC's Shoal Creek Conservation Edu-
cation Center at 417-629-3434. Staff at
MDC facilities across the state are hold-
ing virtual and in-person programs. A list-
ing of these programs can be found at
mdc.mo.gov/events.



From The Mayor’s Desk...
At this time of year

people normally start
preparing for cooler
weather, putting away
lawn chairs and um-
brellas, and winteriz-
ing lawnmowers. 
The Home Im-

provement Associa-
tion has five
recommendations for
preparing for cold
weather. #1 is to insu-
late and protect ex-
posed water pipes in
crawl spaces and at-
tics. #2 is to insure air sealing.
They explain, ‘tiny leaks and
cracks can let in enough cold air to
negatively affect the entire home.
It can lead to moisture and mold is-
sues and increase heating bills.” #3
is to buy new front doors. (Don’t
you like the way they want you to
spend your money!). 
“A newer energy efficient front

door saves at least 10 percent on
heating bills and increases home
value and curb appeal.  Old doors
shrink, warp, split, crack and lead
to increased heating and cooling
costs.”  #4 tip is to put on new sid-
ing. This increases the aesthetics of
your home but also provides a po-
tent moisture, water, and cold/heat
barrier. #5 is a new roof. “Most
roofs fail during the winter months
when it’s most difficult to replace.
Hard rains, snow, freezing then
thawing and re-freezing leads to
roof failure and need for repairs.”
NECAC, Northeast Community
Action Corp has a wonderful
Weatherization Program to help
with these needs.  
As you may have heard or read

in the paper(s), the Park and Recre-
ation Board’s Rhythm in the Park
was a huge success, and a mar-
velous time was had by all. Anne’s
Anchor had a huge yard sale this
past weekend also and proceeds
will go to the newly received
house, curriculum, and furnishings

for the home for single
unwed mothers. The next
big Bowling Green event
is coming up Sept. 11
with the 26 Annual Her-
itage Festival. This is
sponsored by the Bowl-
ing Green Chamber of
Commerce, and it is lo-
cated on the square. Ven-
dors with foods, crafts,
baked goods, car and
truck show, antique trac-
tors, motors, and quilt
displays, (starting at 9
a.m.), a “kid’s korner”

with games, prizes, and the now fa-
mous Bubble Bus! The Festival
starts at 10 a.m., and runs through
3 p.m. Additionally, there is a pa-
rade which starts at 10 a.m.   
On Wednesday, Sept. 22, at 7:30

a.m., the Prayer and Action in
Christ Together, (PACT), will be
sponsoring SEE YOU AT THE
POLE. This is located at the Pike
County War Memorial at the
Courthouse in Bowling Green.
Various community and county
leaders, pastors, and the public will
be gathering to join in faith and
prayer for our Country. 
On Saturday, Sept. 25, the

singing group Prometheus will be
entertaining in music and mingling
with the crowd as they present a
variety of songs. The concert stats
at 1 p.m., and concludes at around
3 p.m. The Concert in the Park is
located on Adams and Court
Streets. 
Also, on Sept. 25 is the Second

Annual Fall Fun Festival at
Prairie’s Edge. Go there in the
morning and have food and fun,
then go to the Concert in the Park
from 1-3 p.m., and then go back to
the Fall Fun Festival after the con-
cert. You’ll have “full fun filled
festivities in the Fall.” 

Wise people are not always
silent, but they are wise enough to
know when to be.   

JIM ARICO, MAYOR
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN
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Come In & Let One Of Our Sales
Staff help You Find That New Or

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicle
See Nathan Kraft, Curtis Thomas

Or Ryan Kent

Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

3404 Georgia St.

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

Card Shower
Carolyn Bailey
80th Birthday on Sept. 10

Cards may be sent to 214 E. State St.,
Vandalia, MO 63382

New Conservative 
Talk Radio Station

“Newstalkstl 94.1
FM

Bowling Green

Fowler Named To
Columbia College

Dean’s List
Columbia College of Missouri

recently announced its dean's list for
the summersemester (May-August,
2021). 
To be named to the dean's list, a

student must have completed 12 se-
mester hours in a 16-week period
and achieved a minimum GPA of
3.5 on a 4.0-point scale.
Among those named to the

dean's list is Breanna Fowler of Els-
berry, who attended online.

Walker Included On Eagle Football Roster
Riley Walker is beginning the

2021 season as a member of the
Central Methodist Eagles football
roster.
The Eolia native will be compet-

ing with the Eagles in the NAIA's
Heart of America Conference.
See the full schedule at

https://www.cmueagles.com/sports/f
ball/2021-22/schedule

Van-Far Alumni, Friends Association
Finalizes Annual Banquet Plans

The Van-Far Alumni and Friends As-
sociation has completed plans for the
annual banquet.  This is to be held at the
Van-Far Elementary School on Satur-
day, Oct. 9.  

Activities will begin at 6 p.m., with
doors opening at 5:30 p.m. Advanced
registration is due by September 30 (see

details and a registration form in the ad
elsewhere is the paper).

Guest speaker for the event will be
Dr. Lynette Heim Bikos, (Van-Far class
of 1984) who is a professor of psychol-
ogy at Seattle Pacific University.  Musi-
cal entertainment will be provided by
Louis Clark, class of 1995.



Johanna J. Rue
Johanna J. Rue, 81, of Vandalia

died Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021, at home
with family by her side.
A memorial service celebrating Jo-

hanna's life will be held at 11 a.m.,
Saturday, Sept. 18, at Waters Funeral
Home. Bro. Kenny Haddock will of-
ficiate. 
Visitation will be from 10 a.m.,

until the time of service Saturday at
Waters Funeral Home.
Johanna was born Aug. 1, 1940, in

St. Louis, the daughter of Francis
Hartman Taylor.
Survivors included her daughter,

Stacey Rue of Vandalia; three grand-
daughters, Heather Halvosen and hus-
band, Anthony of Syracuse, Ind.,
Tiffany Reeder of Vandalia, Samantha
Buchanan and husband, Steven of
Hannibal; a grandson, Kenneth Bart-
ley and Makayla Applebee of Mex-
ico; 11 great-grandchildren, Jacob,
Zachary, Scott, Wayne, Eli, Robert,
Coltinn, Makinzie, Carter, Scarlett,
and Auroa.
She was preceded in death by her

mother, Francis Hartman Taylor; a
son, Robert D. Rue; ex-husband,
Richard Rue; mother-in-law, Floy
Early Rue, and father-in-law, Robert
David Rue.
Johanna grew up in St. Louis and

was a homemaker where she raised
children in Louisiana, Pike Station
and Atlas, Ill. After they were grown
she worked for St. Andrews Pub prior
to moving to Vandalia where she
worked for the Tri-County Care Cen-
ter for 18 years. She loved her dogs
and fish tanks full of beautiful fish,
gardening, fishing, sewing and her
flowers especially geraniums, azaleas
and roses. She enjoyed going to the
boat, shopping, eating out and just
going places.
Memorial contributions may be

made to St. Jude's Children's Re-
search Hospital 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105, c/o Waters Fu-
neral Home.
Online condolences may be made

to the family and video tribute viewed
on Johanna's memorial page at
www.watersfuneral.com.

Jennifer Elaine
Luckett
Jennifer Elaine Luckett, 71, of

Laddonia died Friday, Aug. 27, 2021,
at St. Andrew's at New Florence.
Funeral services were at 11 a.m.,

Wednesday at Waters Funeral Home
in Vandalia. Family friend Nick
Corbo officiated. Burial was in Van-
dalia Cemetery following the service.
Visitation celebrating Jennifer's life

was at 10 a.m., until the time of serv-
ice Wednesday at the funeral home.
Jennifer was born Feb. 16, 1950, in

Mexico, the daughter of Clyde Carroll
and Rosalie Virginia Kurtz Hobbs.
She was united in marriage to John
Wayne Luckett on Feb. 14, 1976 in
Farber. He preceded her in death on
April 24, 1999.
Survivors included a sister, Rose-

mary I. Gore of O’Fallon; a brother,
James C. Hobbs and wife, Metra of
Fenton; three nephews, Ken Gore and
wife, Becky of Duncanville, Texas,
Richard Gore and wife, Regina of Bu-
ford, Ga., and Darren Hobbs and
wife, Roxanne of Fredericksburg, Va.;
two nieces, Angela Pearson and hus-
band, Mark of O’Fallon, and Gina
Mason of Des Peres; and one very
close friend, Lisa Kinder Dalton of
Mexico.
She was preceded in death by her

parents; husband; and brother-in-law,
Wendell Gore.
Jennifer graduated from Van-Far

High School class of 1968 and was a
licensed CNA and CMT. She worked
for the Tri-County Nursing Home in
Vandalia prior to her retirement. Jen-
nifer was a care giver, not only at
work but at home as well. She loved
to take care of other people and de-
voted her life to it. Even though she
did not have children of her own, Jen-
nifer had a special place in her heart
for kids. She was very charitable sup-
porting the Special Olympics for chil-
dren, various children's ministries in
foreign countries and a big supporter
of the Native American Indians often

donating to causes supporting them.
When she wasn't working Jennifer
was often knitting and making
afghans to donate to people who
needed them.
Memorial contributions may be

made to the Special Olympics 1133
19th Street NW, 12th Floor, Washing-
ton, DC 20036-3604, c/o Waters Fu-
neral Home.
Online condolences may be made

to the family on Jennifer's memorial
page at www.watersfuneral.com.

Frederick A. Linton
Frederick A. Linton, 54, of Eolia

died Aug. 27, 2021.
Funeral services were at 10 a.m.,

Saturday at McCoy-Blossom Funeral
Homes & Crematory, Troy location.
Fr. Mike Lydon officiated.
Visitation was Friday from 3-9

p.m., at the funeral home.
He is the loving husband to be for-

ever remembered by the wife he
adored, Tonya Null Linton; proud fa-
ther of Colette and Devin Linton and
his spoiled-rotten Labrador and fam-
ily member, Cleo. He is also survived
by John Linton III and wife, Cheryl,
Vivienne Linton, Marcia Shelley and
husband, Jim, Francis Linton and
wife, Jean, Elizabeth Barclay and hus-
band, Brian. 
Welcoming him in Heaven are par-

ents, John Jr. and Doris Linton
(Lochmann); siblings, brother,
Theodore Linton; a sister, Marie Suf-
fia and husband, Bob; and pets, Ju-
JuBee and Kelcy.  
He worked for Karrenbrock Con-

struction as a diesel mechanic/driver).
He was a graduate of Pike-Lincoln
Technical Center.
He enjoyed family-time, trout fish-

ing, deer hunting, barbecuing, work-
ing on cars, attending car shows,
firearms, using his eagle-eyes to point
out wildlife in a far field from his
pick-up, and sitting around a campfire
drinking a cold one. 
What he loved the most was at-

tending the kids’ soccer, baseball, bas-
ketball, track and football games and
being their biggest fan. Whether you
knew him by Frederick, Fred, Freddy,
dad, daddy, Daddy-Dorito, “Bobbs”,
“Pepsi-Dew”, Old Man or Uncle
Fred, you also knew him as a proud
father, hard worker, problem solver, a
wisecrack, with a one-of-a-kind
laugh, the most thoughtful, remark-
ably reliable friend in a time of need
and loving man you'd ever know. You
will be missed more than you can
imagine. You are loved by so many.
You will always be loved. Rest easy,
Freddy.
Memorials may be made to the

Linton family, c/o the funeral home.
Friends and family are invited to visit
our website at mccoyblossomfh.com
to sign the on-line guest register. 

Janet Marie
Ferguson Brassfield
Janet Marie Ferguson Brassfield of

West Plains was born Feb. 6, 1947.
She entered eternal rest Wednesday,
Aug. 11, 2021, at the age of 74 years.
Celebration of Life service was

held at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 17 at
Pomona Christian Church and offici-
ated by Marcus Allen. There were no
graveside services.  
She was united in marriage to

William “Bill” Brassfield on Aug. 2,
1968, in Vandalia. They lived most of
their life in West Plains where they
raised their two children. 
Janet retired from the Family Sup-

port Division with the State of Mis-
souri in 2007 where she was a
respected eligibility specialist super-
visor. She was a dedicated member at
Pomona Christian Church where she
taught Sunday School, women’s bible
studies, and made quilts with the
Ladies Aid. Janet loved to read her
bible, praying for and with others,
spending time with family, laughing
and always wearing a smile on her
face.
She was a loving and caring per-

son, devoted wife, mother, and friend,
always thinking of others first. God
gave her many gifts, and her life will
be marked by love, her love for Christ

and those around her. 
Janet is survived by her husband,

William “Bill” Brassfield, West
Plains; two children, Aaron Brassfield
and wife, Cindy of West Plains, Erica
Davis of West Plains; five grandchil-
dren, Ryan Brassfield/wife-Ciara,
Taylor Moss and husband, Kameron,
Lucas Davis, Titus Brassfield, and
Katie Davis; one great-grandson,
Noah Brassfield, and baby boy Brass-
field due in February 2022. She is also
survived by her five siblings, Earl
Ferguson  and wife, Pat, Elayne Gore
and husband, Paul, Larry Ferguson
and wife, Carolyn, Roger Ferguson
and wife, Mary, and Anita Gordon
and husband- Darren; several nieces
and nephews and a number of loving
cousins.
Janet was born in Vandalia where

she attended Van-Far grade school
and high school and at an early age
was baptized into Christ at the First
Christian Church. She is preceded in
death by her parents, Roger and
Phoebe Ferguson. 
Janet’s greatest passion in life was

to ensure that everyone knew Jesus. 
Her wish is that any donations in

her honor be made to the Pomona
Christian Church Building Fund to
further the kingdom of God.

Donald Eugene
‘Gene’ Perkins
Gene Perkins, 69, of Curryville

died peacefully Tuesday, Aug. 31,
2021 at Hannibal Regional Hospital
surrounded by his family.
Bibb-Veach Funeral Homes and

Crematory handled the arrangements.
A Celebration of Life was held at

the home of Gene and Patra Perkins
in Curryville on Friday at 11 a.m. The
family asks that instead of wearing
black, wear blue - Gene’s favorite
color. 
Gene loved everything fast and/or

loud. Feel free to arrive in your ATVs
or muscle cars. Parking is available at
the Curryville Presbyterian Church or
the side streets.
He was born June 8, 1952 to Roy

Ben and Clementine Harlow Perkins.
He graduated Bowling Green High
School with the class of 1971. He was
united in marriage to Patra Welsh
Perkins on May 14, 1983. She sur-
vives.
He is also survived by his children,

Donald Perkins and wife, Erin, Jenna
Knuffman and husband, Joe, and
Brennen Perkins and wife, Katie; nine
grandchildren, Ty, Paige, Reese, Ad-
dison, Wren, Gregor, Hayes, Sawyer,
and Lincoln; a brother, Lee Roy
Perkins and wife, Joyce; sisters, Eva
Craig and husband, Tom, Florence
Graver and husband, George, and
Joyce Terry; along with many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
Most of Gene’s employment was

spent working at the nearby brick
plants. He worked for 22 years at
NARCO, five years at Wiese, and
eventually “retired” in 2014, after six
years at Harbison-Walker Refracto-
ries.
If you knew Gene, you know he

never truly retired. There were many
lawns in the Curryville area that Gene
tended to, on top of making sure his
own lawn was cut twice a week. He
was a jack-of-all-trades. He enjoyed
working on golf carts and lawn mow-
ers, and tinkering around his garage.
Gene loved his guns, the outdoors,
and hunting and fishing with his sons. 
Most evenings you could find

Gene, his wife, and their dog, Gibson,
riding around town in their ranger or
golf cart. He loved his grandchildren
so much, and cherished the time he
had with them.
Gene was preceded in death by his

parents, a sister, Vickie, and a nephew,
Glen Fox.
Memorials may be made to the

family.

Gwen Gibbs
Gwen Gibbs, 88, of Frankford died

Sunday, Aug. 29, 2021 at Pike County
Memorial Hospital in Louisiana.
Funeral services for Gwen were

held Saturday at noon at Bibb-Veach
Funeral Home and Crematory in Bowl-
ing Green with the Rev. Richard Epper-
son officiating. Burial was in Fairview

Cemetery in Louisiana. 
Visitation was Saturday from 10

a.m.-12 p.m., at the funeral home.
Violet Gwendolyn Gibbs was born

to Ermal and Nellie Gladys Kuntz In-
gram on Oct. 11, 1932 in Frankford.
She was united in marriage to Thomas
Franklin Gibbs on March 12, 1952. He
preceded her in death on Feb. 20, 2004.
Gwen grew up and lived in Pike

County all of her life, spending the last
52 years in the house her husband built
for her. Gwen was a housewife, and
spent her time raising her family. She
enjoyed spending time with her grand-
children and great-grandchildren.
Gwen collected apple décor, Indians,
and salt and pepper shakers; of which
she had more than 2,000. She liked
going to Old Thresher’s Reunions in
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa with her husband;
they had attended for 20 years. Gwen
was a member of Peno Baptist Church.
Gwen is survived by her children,

Ann Johnson and husband, Bob of
Bowling Green, Larry Gibbs of Hanni-
bal, Sharon Dunn of Eolia, Judy Gibbs
of Marshall, and Mike Gibbs of Frank-
ford; grandchildren, Kari Pendzinski,
Sara Dunn, Eric Dunn, Katlin Johnson-
Patton, and Tommy Gibbs; great-
grandchildren, Emelia Dunn, Bella
Patton, and Braven Boston; a brother,
Jimmy Ingram; sister, Barbara Grace
Jenkins; sister-in-law, Bonnie Ingram;
and numerous nieces, nephews, and
cousins.
She was preceded in death by her

parents; husband; brothers, Wayne and

Donald Ingram; sister, Veronia Green;
granddaughter, Kim Gibbs-Stone; and
special friend, Donna Biggs.
Pallbearers were Bob Ingram, Don-

nie Ingram, Roger Ingram, Gary Gibbs,
Donnie Perkins, and Richard Jenkins.
Memorials may be made to the

American Diabetes Association of the
Parkinson’s Foundation.
Online condolences may be made at

www.bibbveach.com. 

Billy Wayne Myrick
Billy Wayne “Bill” Myrick, 83, of

Pea Ridge, Ark., died peacefully in his
home Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021 sur-
rounded by family.
He was born and raised in rural

Curryville. Bill graduated from Bowl-
ing Green High School in 1956
Memorial services will be Satur-

day, Oct. 23 at 1 p.m., at Church of
God Sabbath Day Springdale, Ar.
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Live 
Public Auction

1115 Iowa St.  -  LOUISIANA
Saturday, Sept. 18 - 10 a.m.

REAL ESTATE: This home could be a nice investment. Needs some work to be
move in ready. This is a two + bedrooms with one bathroom, Living room and
kitchen. Has a detached garage. Good size yard and off-street parking. The real
estate sales with owners’ approval the day of auction. Real estate to be offered
at 12:30 p.m.
Auctioneer’s Note: This is a good sale with some good household, antiques
and collectibles. Coming from two owners. Real Estate will be auctioned at 12:30.
Hope to see you on the 18th. Bill. 

Owners: Peggy Flesner & 
Estate of the late Ruby Young

AUCTIONEERS: BILL ALLEN
www.billallenauctionservice.com - Visit us on Auction Zip ID # 15431

Find us at: AllenAuctioneers.com, AuctionZip.com #15431,
AuctionGuy.com, GoToAuction.com

Owners & auction personnel not responsible for accidents, nor for items lost or
stolen. Announcements made day of sale take precedence over any printed
matter. Lunch will be available. Restroom on site. We accept Cash, Good

Check with proper ID and Credit/Debit card w/4 percent convenience charge 

BILL ALLEN AUCTION SERVICE - Bowling Green - 573-470-6565

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

111 N. Main Cross, Frankford

Saturday, Sept. 11
7-9:30 a.m.

Free-will offering breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
•Masks required inside

•To go options are available
•Proceeds go toward building upkeep

10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Quilt Show In The Sanctuary
•Masks required inside

•Raffle tickets for a quilt are $1 each or 6/$5
•Drawing at 6 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 12 - 10 a.m.
Ecumenical Worship in the Park

•Bring a lawn chair
•Offering will benefit The Gideons International

Food Trucks Available After Service: 
Merna’s Kitchen
Smooth as Ice



ART’S FLEA MARKET - Fur-
niture, tools, misc., Bus. 54 W.,
Bowling Green, 573-470-6837.
Open Monday-Saturday, 9-4;
Sunday, 1-4 p.m.
YARD SALE - Saturday, 8

a.m.-2 p.m., 1/4 mile down NN.
Electric leaf blower, typewriter,
luggage, women’s clothes, shoes,
household items, desk, trailer
steps, misc.
YARD SALE - Friday & Satur-

day, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., 12705 Hwy. U,
B.G. Stick welder, helmet, gloves
& rods, small portable air shop
compressor, 1939 Oliver 70 yard
ornament, steel wheels, small lots
of nails and used bolts, plumbing
and electric, books and house-
hold stuff, handicap items, misc.,
small welding table.

USED DOUBLEWIDE -
DUTCH. Amish built in Indiana,
excellent condition, 3 bed., 2
bath. FINANCING. Call for info
573-249-3333, marktwain mobile-
homes.com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used mobile
homes. Call or text 573-338-6250
or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.com. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In Vandalia.
Units in 3 sizes - 10x20, 10x10,
and 8x10. L&S Storage, 573-248-
4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY BUILD-
ING - Vandalia - Family reunion,
shower, birthday. Call Art Wiser,
594-3224. Memberships avail-
able. (tf)

TWO used electric dryers and
one refrigerator. Vandalia Fire-
stone, Appliance & Furniture,
594-6624.

THROWING AWAY your us-
able clothes and shoes? Please
remember there are people who
could use them. Go to your near-
est clothing room and donate
them.

LOTS OF LUMBER and heavy
guage chain link pens. 485-4397. 

LITTER of beagle pups, five
weeks old now. Parents are good
running dogs, but would make
great pets. 573-470-2159 mes-
sage only. (c3-45)

GOOD used tires, passenger &
light truck, $15 & up. Vandalia
Firestone & Appliance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We specialize in new
pole buildings and new metal
house roofs and all buildings. Wa-
gler Metals: 21764 Pike 409,
Bowling Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC rock clearing
rake, $1,500. 636-697-8499. (tf)

HILLTOP FURNITURE & VA-
RIETY - Open every day except
Sunday & major  holidays, 8 a.m.-
5 p.m., 7735 Pike 469, Curryville. 

HOUSES to clean in Bowling
Green area. References. 573-
470-5885. (xz2-47)

NO HUNTING or trespassing,
Murry Shepherd Farms. Violators
will be prosecuted. Not responsi-
ble for injuries. (10-20)

NO HUNTING or trespassing
on land owned by Orey and Eliz-
abeth Shepherd. Violators will be
prosecuted. Not responsible for
accidents. (11-10)

GEEKY HILLBILLY COM-
PUTER SERVICES LLC - B.G.
computer repair & recycling, 573-
567-6164. (tf)

BETTS EXCAVATING - Dozer,
backhoe, bobcat, ponds, clearing,
basements, gravel hauling &
more. Reasonable rates. 754-
2371. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMPING -
Commercial or residential, septic
pumping & repair, sewer augering
& repair, grease trap pumping
and porta potty rentals. Butch
Menne, 573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC PUMPING
- Commercial or residential,
portable toilet rental, job sites,
special events, auctions. Brown’s
Septic Pumping, 206 Brown
Lane, Louisiana, 754-5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES - Hand cro-
cheted by Ann Hecox. Make great
personal gifts. 217-656-3654 an-
nahcx@gmail.com. (tf)
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All classified ads are payable in advance.  30-cents per word, $3 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at noon.  

GARAGE SALES CALL 
324-6111 

TO
PLACE 
YOUR
ADS

PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU

FOR RENT

WORK WANTED

SERVICES

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

HUME
REMODELING

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen Tops
Window & Door Replacement

Tex Ceiling Fix

We Buy 
Salvage Cars & 

Farm Equipment
Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage
754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE

485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED -
BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

SERVICES

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT
For Sale
754-5812

MOBILE HOMES

HELP WANTED
Lab technicians needed. Full-time and part-time positions avail-
able. Tasks include:
Learn how to make reagents and chemical standards.
Follow Lab procedures step by step to set up tests- with special at-
tention to detail.
Availability to work overtime (more than 40 hours) during busy sea-
sons (compensated time and a half).
Work from a standing position for the majority of work day.
Maintenance and cleaning of lab instruments, workspace and lab-
ware necessary for the above tests.
Call Perry Agricultural Lab at 573-324-2931 or email application
and resume to paloffice@perryaglab.com.

NO HUNTING

HELP WANTED
The Twin Pike Family YMCA 21st Century Commu-

nity Learning Centers is currently accepting applica-
tions for the following positions in our before and
afterschool programs at BONCL, Bowling Green, and
Frankford:  
•Teacher 
•Paraprofessional/Aide 
•Special Needs Aide  
Applicants must be 18 years of age and able to pass

a background check. An Application for Employment
and job description may be obtained on the Twin Pike
Family YMCA website at: www.twinpikefamily
ymca.org.  Review of applications will begin immedi-
ately.  Please send completed employment application
to Twin Pike Family YMCA, Attn: 21st CCLC, 614 Kelly
Lane, Louisiana, Missouri 63353 or submit your appli-
cation via email to cassie.spangler@twinpikefami-
lyymca.org. The Twin Pike Family YMCA is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.   

Louisiana, MO

Veolia North America
Material Handler
Louisiana, MO
Duties:
Responsible for processing a variety of waste materi-
als including wind turbine blades into a Repurposed
product. This position provides treatment and disposal
services to our clients. Responsibilities include mani-
festing, packaging,labeling, loading, off loading and
sampling/profiling material while adhering to state and
federal environmental, health, and safety regulations.
Performs general housekeeping duties, maintains a
clean, safe and compliant work area. Complies with
all prescribed safety procedures and regulations.Re-
port all incidents and accidents. Works safely and
wears appropriate PPE for task. Must be able to
safely operator heavy equipment such as loaders,
shredders, grinders, pumps, tanks and pressure
washers. Have the ability to support other operations
when there’s a need.
Qualifications:
High School Diploma/GED
Ability to lift 50 lbs.
Ability to work out doors
Must pass a background check, drug test & physical
Job Type: Full-time
Benefits:
401(k)
401(k) Matching
Dental Insurance
Health Insurance
Tuition Reimbursement
Vision Insurance
Schedule:
8 Hour Shift
Monday to Friday
Experience:
outdoor work: 1 year (Preferred)
loading trucks: 1 year (Preferred)
material handling: 1 year (Preferred)
Education:
High school or equivalent (Required)
Location:
Louisiana, MO (Preferred)
License:
Driver's License (Required)
This job is:
A job for which military experienced candidates are
encouraged to apply
Veolia believes in a diverse, equitable and inclusive
work environment
Open to applicants that do not have a college
diploma
Work Remotely:
Position may require up to 25% travel.

HELP WANTED
Compassionate, warm employees to

take care of our residents as you
would take care of family at home!

NOW HIRING

RNs • LPNs • DON • CNAs • CMTs • NAs
Pick up application at

TRI-COUNTY CARE CENTER
Benefits Available

601 N. Galloway Road - Vandalia

HELP WANTED
Louisiana RII is accepting applications for a full-time

evening custodian.  Hours are 2:30 p.m. to 10:00 pm.
This is a great opportunity for someone that prefers to
work independently.  The position includes health insur-
ance and retirement. Applicants may apply at the Su-
perintendent's office located at 3321 Georgia
Street,Louisiana, MO  63353. Applications are available
on the District website. Louisiana RII School District
does not discriminate in its programs, services, activi-
ties, facilities or with regard to employment. Dr. Todd
SmithSuperintendent of Schools
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110 W. Main - Bowling Green - 324-6900

NOW
SERVING
PIZZA FOR
LUNCH!

11 A.M.-2 P.M. • Dine-In or Carry-Out

All Your Favorites
NOW SERVING 

HAWAIIAN PIZZA
COMING SOON
Sunday Brunch

11 a.m.-2 p.m.
NFL SUNDAY FOOTBALL
Starting Sept. 12

Serving Appetizers, Wings & Pizza
PLUS your favorite drinks
Opening At 11 a.m.

Serving

Pizza All

Day On

Saturdays

September Audrain County Library Staff Pickers Book Reviews
ONE FOR THE

HOOKS: A CROCHET
MYSTERY BY BETTY

HECHTMAN
REVIEWED BY

CHRISTAL BRUNER,
MEXICO-AUDRAIN

CO., LIBRARY
DISTRICT DIRECTOR
One for the

hooks: a crochet
mystery by Betty

Hechtman is a fast paced, upbeat, cozy mys-
tery and is the fourteenth, as well as the
newest installment, in the Crochet mystery
series.

Molly Pink and the Tarzana Hookers just
can’t quit investigating murders. Molly, the as-
sistant manager and event coordinator at the
local bookstore that includes a yarn area, has
a complicated life. 

Her life goes downhill fast when her son,
Peter, and his pregnant girlfriend move in after
the failure of a television deal leaves them

with nowhere to live. Meanwhile, real estate
agent Sloan Renner is helping Miami Winter-
garten clean out an inherited house she plans
to set up as a short-term rental, much to
the dismay of her neighbors. Among
the house’s many contents are many boxes
of yarn, mostly one -of-a-kind skeins that are
too small to make anything with. Sloan is at-
tacked by a drone that dumps a bag of rotting
seafood on her, killing her.  The story only gets
better and more complicated as Molly inves-
tigates and you have to figure out with the
clues in the book who is the guilty party to the
murder!  

The book in-
cludes a recipe and
a crochet tip. The
first book in the se-
ries is titled Hooked
on murder.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR

DANCING BY NICOLA
YOON

REVIEWED BY ASH-

LEY RUBEMEYER, 
LIBRARY ASSISTANT

(CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT-MEXICO)
Evie Thomas doesn’t believe in love any-

more after her parents get divorced, and the
fact that she has started having visions of how

relationships will end when she sees couples
kiss. A book in a small neighborhood library
sends her to a dance studio where she finds
herself with a dance partner named X, en-
tered into a ballroom dancing competition,
and questioning is love worth the risk?

This book will have you wanting to fall in
love and signing up for ballroom lessons.
Nicola Yoon hits it out of the park again with
romance and a little magic. If you like this
book, you should try Yoon’s other books The
Sun is Also a Star and Everything, Everything.

Christal Bruner BOLAND CHEVROLET
Heck Of A Deal, Ain’t It!

Come In & See 
Kenneth Turnbaugh or Doug Brown

For all Your New Or Used Vehicles

If We Don’t Have It 
Let Us Help You Find It

#1 IN SALES, SERVICES & CUSTOMER SERVICES

605 E. Champ Clark Dr. - Bowling Green - 573-213-1055
www.bolandchevrolet.us

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m. • Saturday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
• Sunday Closed

Ashley Rubemeyer
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Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C.
Serving the region

for 32 years

Got pain?
Digestive problems?
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy
is really QUITE SIMPLE!

Call today - 573-324-2225
300 W. Main 

Bowling Green

New Life Christian Church To Host
Eolia Fall Festival Sept. 18

An admission-free, fun-filled day
for the entire family is planned for
Saturday, Sept. 18 from 4:30-9 p.m.,
at the New Life Christian Church in
Eolia.

Events include grilled hamburg-
ers, music, bounce house, corn hole
tournament for all ages, face-paint-
ing, old fashioned cake walk, yard

games, a pinata, “Words from Pastor
Nathan,” and culminating the
evening with a family appropriate
movie.

New Life Christian Church is lo-
cated at 213 N. Main, Eolia. For
more information go to www.nlcc-
eolia.com.

had 90 residents. That number has
dropped to about 60.  

“We’re a nonprofit, but we still
have to pay our bills,” Hayden ex-
plained. “Right now, we’re having
difficulty with that because of the
low census.”    

“I want to say we are at 88,”
TCCC administrator, Megan
Elledge, answered when asked how
many staff were employed at the fa-
cility. “That includes full-time, part-
time, and PR staff.”  

According to Elledge, prior to
covid, the facility had 120 staff
members which included 13 women
offenders from WERDCC.
WERDCC is only able to provide
two now.  

When asked why so many staff
left the facility in such a short time.  

“Some of those staff have been
here as long as others have been, so
why have they left?” Another con-
cerned family member asked.  

“It’s a tough job…” Elledge
started.  

“I understand that and a lot of
those who left are tough people,” she
added.  

“A lot of those people left because
of the rumors circulating throughout
Vandalia,” another caretaker from
the facility added. “A lot of it is bad
publicity that we’re getting. This
lady [she pointed to Elledge], I’ve
seen what she’s dealt with and not in
amillion years, but she does try to fix
things. I wouldn’t want her job, not
in a million years, but she does try to
fix things.”  

Elledge added that some employ-
ees at the facility were terminated

for various reasons, but also that
COVID along with employee
burnout are also factors.  

Travis Case, a transportation
worker who has been with the facil-
ity since last December added. “It’s
a tough life. I’ve seen all these girls
walking around like zombies be-
cause they’ve been there so long.
Guess what, they’re going to be
there again the next day.”  

He went on to discuss the possible
issue of the staffing shortage.  

“Let’s address the problem,” Case
said. “You can’t pay a CNA (certi-
fied nurse assistant) less than a Mc-
Donald's worker. You have to take a
leap of faith [he said directly to the
board]. You have to pay the best, but
you also have to expect the best. Tri-
County used to set the standard for
nursing homes in the area. We can
get there again. Vandalia needs Tri-
County, and we need Vandalia.”  

The staffing shortage is echoed
throughout the United States as was
mentioned by other nurses in the
room. It’s a problem that has brought
about some of the long waiting for
residents and the frustration of their
loved ones.  

A St. Louis Post-Dispatch article
from August noted that “[h]undreds
of nursing homes nationwide have
inadequate staffing levels, according
to payroll data collected by
Medicare and analyzed by Kaiser
Health News. In Missouri, 112
skilled nursing homes havestaff lev-
els below or well below the national
average.  

What’s worse, according to
Elledge, the state of Missouri con-
siders Tri-County Care Center over-
staffed.  

Another dilemma the facility
faces is that it’s a county-funded
home, where much of Audrain’s
population is centered in Mexico
which has its own residential care fa-
cilities.  

“The nursing home is owned by
the county, so we get a little bit of
tax money from Audrain, Ralls, and
Pike. The problem we face is that
most other county-owned homes in
the state get tax money from their
entire county – we do not get all of
ours. We only getmoney from the
school district.”  

Another hit the facility will be the
closure of the residential care facility
portion of Tri-County Care which
had five residents.  

“We are closing RCF temporarily
because we did not have the staffing

to take care of them over there. Did
I or the board want to close it? Ab-
solutely not. I think that’s where a lot
of the rumors started about closing.
We have one year to fulfill that cer-
tificate of need, so if I can get six to
eight residents to move back over
there, then we’ll have it back open
and running. Temporarily all the res-
idents who were there, have been re-
located.”  

When asked how the community
could help?  

“I’ve reached out to the county
commissioners who have been
overly gracious,” Elledge said. “The
county has given us a substantial
amount of money to buy us time.
I’ve been working with others on a
plan B, which lots of homes are al-
ready at. Tri-County is not going to
close while I’m there.”  

CONCERNS
Continued from front page

Notice
Fairview

Cemetery's 
annual 

meeting will
be held on the
second Sunday
in September
at the Grassy
Creek Baptist

Church 
starting at 

2 p.m. 

Vandalia Barber Shop
215B S. Main - Vandalia
573-594-3521

Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday By Appointment
All haircuts $10
Harold Williams

“Institute Of Higher Learning”

$5 Off New 
Subscription & 
$3 Off Renewal

106 W. Main
Bowling Green
573-324-2222

BB oo ww ll ii nn gg   GG rr ee ee nn   TT ii mm ee ss

$1
Off

Haircut
417 W. Champ Clark Dr.

Bowling Green
573-324-5338

cc oo uu nn tt rr yy   gg aa ll ss

cc ee ll ll uu ll aa rr   &&   ss aa tt ee ll ll ii tt ee
10% Off
Phone 

Accessories
1300 Bus. 61 S.
Bowling Green
573-324-3722

Carla Wortman

THE
PEOPLE’S
TRIBUNE

The area’s only 
locally-owned &  

operated newspaper!

324-6111
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