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Allegations of inappropriate conduct 
are rapidly circulating around Van-Far 
R-I School District after parents claim a
conversation on gender and sexual
repro-duction went astray in a middle
school science class.

A local parent was alarmed when she 
said her child came home claiming a group 
discussion in the science class led to the 
teacher detailing sexual positions between 
genders, sex devices, and keeping the 
discussions and activities a secret.  
The concerned parent’s post on social 

media gained the attention of dozens of 
other parents. Many sharing her alarm. 
Some parents commented that their chil-
dren confirmed the allegations did in 
fact happen, while others said their 
children were not aware of the incident.  
One concerned parent said she already 

contacted the school superintendent, 
John Fortney, about discussions on gen-
der reassignment a week prior of this lat-

  est incident.
Afterwards, she again met with school 

officials who said the recent talk about 
sexual positions, devices, and secrecy 
“was a student led conversation” and 
that “they would investigate but won’t 
sus-pend during the investigation.”  
Other commenters are calling foul on 

the situation saying the teacher should 
have stopped the conversation immedi-
ately.  
“The district is aware of the complaint 

and actively investigating,” Van-Far 
School District Superintendent, John 
Fortney, told the Tribune. “Because it is 
a personnel matter, there is no other 
comment at this time.”  

Outraged parents say they want an 
emergency school board session to dis-
cuss the complaint. Some have noted 
there will be such a meeting on Tuesday, 
April 26; however, as of the Tribune’s 
press deadline, the district says there is 
not meeting schedule.  

“At the current time, there is no meet-
ing scheduled,” Fortney told the Tribune. 
Many of the parents concerned are

asking why such as conversation would
take place outside of a sexual education
class especially when the school has pre-
viously required parents to sign permis-
sion slips for their child to attend such
classes.  
Some have defended the teacher say-

ing that 13–14-year-old students can find
much worse online. Others noted that
parents should wait for the school board
to act because the alleged incident hap-
pened last week.  
Still others have said this is only the

latest issue they’ve had with the school
district.  
The People’s Tribune reached out to

the concerned parents involved for fur-
ther comment but did not receive any by
print deadline.  

We will update as more information
becomes available. 

Van-Far R-I School District Under Fire For
Alleged Inappropriate Conduct Of Teacher

Wombles Retires From HNB Bank
BYBRICE CHANDLER

EDITOR
It's not every day a person

gets a taste of a summer
beach setting while working
inside on a warm but breezy
spring afternoon in the Mid-
west.  
But that’s exactly what the

team at HNB Bank in Bowl-
ing Green gave Patricia
Wombles for her retirement
party. They also welcomed
customers and the Tribune to
join in on the party and cake.  
The beach themed party al-

ludes to an upcoming retire-
ment trip to Florida for
Patricia. One of possibly
many as she adjusts to retire-
ment.  
Originally, from Burling-

ton, Kan. Patricia moved to
the area early in her career
and eventually raised three
daughters Jennifer, Nicki, and
Allie just across the river in
Illinois.  
“We do travel,” Patricia

told the Tribune. “We bought
a large camper a while back
and we do a lot of camping.
But we’re also going to do a
lot of work on the farm. Two
seasons are completely taken
by farming, so it’s going to

  take up a lot of our time.”
She and her husband Steve 

own and farmland in Pike 
County, Ill.  
Staying busy on the farm 

and with her daughters and 
grandchildren might keep her 
mind off what she’ll miss 
after leaving the full-time 
position she’s held at HNB.  
“For sure the people,” she 

answered when asked what 
she would miss the most 
about coming in to work each 
day. “I love people. We’re a 
great group here and our boss 
is fabulous. We have a good 
time here. We’re a small-town 
bank and that’s how we want. 
You’re not just a customer 
when you come in here, you 
are a friend.”  
Indeed, Patricia was joined 

by branch manager Sherri 
Allen and the team who were 
all eager to welcome visitors 
with a smile and share the re-
tirement cake.  
“I’ve always enjoyed 

being here and working with 
my customers. I’ll miss 
everyone here,” Patricia said. 
“But I’m looking forward to 
spending time with my three 
daughters and the grandchil-
dren.”

Bowling
Green Man
Shot, 
Arrested
After
Kidnapping

BYBRICE CHANDLER
EDITOR

Daniel Phillips, 54, of
Bowling Green was taken
into custody by St. Charles
County Police at a Wentzville
AutoZone parking lot on
Wednesday, April 20.  
According to the arresting

officers, Phillips had a
weapon which he used to kid-
nap his ex-girlfriend earlier in
that day in Troy.  
A probable cause statement

by the Lincoln County Sher-
iff’s Office states that Phillips
entered the rear driver’s side
door of a vehicle in Troy
around 8 a.m. on April 20.  
Once the victim entered

the vehicle, officers say
Phillips grabbed the victim
and held a gun to the back of
her head, forcing her to drive
around the county for over an
hour.  
During the ordeal, Phillips

took the victim’s cellphone
and made her answer ques-
tions while he went through
it.  
Around 9 a.m. Phillips had

her drop him off at the El
Rancho convenience store on
Highway 47 which was
caught on surveillance cam-
eras.  
Police say, he threatened to

shoot the woman if she went
to authorities.  
Hours later, Wentzville po-

lice officers were called to the
Wentzville AutoZone where
Phillips had been given a ride
by two people made who

were taking him to Jefferson
County.  
The couple was notified by

relative that Phillips was the
suspect of a kidnapping and
had a gun.  
According to the

Wentzville Police Depart-
ment, the couple faked car
problems and drove into the
AutoZone where they called
police.  
Police arrived to find

Phillips in the back seat of the
vehicle. According to court
records, Phillips was non-
compliant and refused to put
his weapon down. Instead, he
kept the weapon pointed at
his head and threatened to use
it.  
During the brief alterca-

tion, officers discharged their
weapons striking Phillips in
the arm.  
He was rendered first-aid

at the scene and transported to
a hospital. After being treated
in the hospital, Phillips was
sent to the St. Charles County

Jail on Thursday. 

Phillips has been charged
with unlawful use of a
weapon and being a felon in
possession of a weapon in St.
Charles County. In Lincoln
County, he is being charged
with first-degree kidnapping,
fourth-degree domestic as-

sault, and armed criminal ac-
tion.  
His bond has been set at

$200,000 cash only.  
A special task force is in-

vestigating the incident and
reviewing body cam footage
of the officers involved with
the shooting.  

NECAC Community Action Month
The North East Community Action Corporation joined the Pike County Commission in a proclamation

ceremony declaring May as Community Action Month. NECAC is one of 19 not-for-profit Community
Action Agencies in Missouri and more than 1,000 operating in the United States. Pictured, from left, are
Commissioners Tommy Wallace and Chris Gamm with NECAC’s Dan Page, Linda Fritz and Penny Dixon.
Not pictured is Commissioner Bill Allen. Wallace serves on the NECAC Board. Other NECAC Board Mem-
bers from Pike County are D. Randall Cone of Louisiana and Curt Mitchell of Clarksville. Information
about NECAC programs is available by calling Dixon at the agency’s Pike County Service Center, 805
Business Highway 61 in Bowling Green, at 573-324-2207.

BGHS 2022 Prom
Bowling Green High School held prom activities on Saturday, April

23, at the school with the theme, “A Night of Endless Possibilities.”
Meredith Betts and DJ Feldman were crowned queen and king. The
two stopped for a quick picture during the activities.

Patricia Wombles
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Curryville
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LHS 2022 Prom
Louisiana High School held prom activities on Saturday, April 23,

at the school. Kylee Chatman (seated) and Tramaine Chatman
(standing) were crowned queen and king.

PACT To Gather
For National
Day Of Prayer
The annual National Day

of Prayer is an occasion for
all Americans to gather and
call out to God on behalf of
our country.
These gatherings of people

crying out from the heart will
be carried out in all 50 states
and several U.S. territories
through tens of thousands of
local prayer gatherings on the
National Day of Prayer,
Thursday,  May 5. 

The local observance is
sponsored by Prayer and Ac-
tion in Christ Together
(PACT) and will be held that
day at 12:15 p.m. at the
Bowling Green Church of the
Nazarene. The 2022 theme
stands as an invitation and
call to worship: “Exalt the
Lord Who has Established
Us” having been inspired
from the truth of Scripture
found in our theme verse,
Colossians 2:6-7 NASB, 
“Therefore, as you have

received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in Him, having
been firmly rooted and now
being built up in Him and es-
tablished in your faith, just as
you were instructed, and
overflowing with gratitude.”
All are invited to participate
in this time of prayer for our
nation, our city, our military,
our schools, our families, and
more. 
For more information visit

the Prayer in Action in Christ
– PACT Facebook page or
contact Karen Arico, 314-
941-0210. Join us on Thurs-
day, May 5, beginning at
12:15 p.m. at the Church of
the Nazarene.

Louisiana Superintendent Resigns
BY BRICE CHANDLER

EDITOR
The Louisiana R-II School

Board announced last Friday,
April 22, the sudden resigna-
tion of the Superintendent Dr.
Todd Smith.  
Smith had already ac-

cepted a two-year contract as
the Superintendent of Pike
County R-III (Clopton)
School District in Nov of
2021. He was still under con-
tract to remain with Louisiana
until June 30, 2022.  
R-II School Board Presi-

dent, Jenna Loveless, an-
nounced the news Friday
afternoon.  
“The Louisiana R-II

school board voted unani-
mously to accept the resigna-
tion of Dr. Todd Smith
effective immediately. Cur-
rent High School Principal
Nick Heggeman has been ap-
pointed interim superinten-
dent until July1 when Dr.
Tom Ward takes over.”  
Several changes are taking

place around the area’s school

districts over the summer. 
Heggeman will also be

leaving the Louisiana School
District to take the job of
Silex School District Superin-
tendent.  
Louisiana Elementary

School principal, Stacy Ham-
lett is slated to retire at the
end of this school year.  
No replacement for either

principal has been an-
nounced.  
Clopton high school/junior

high principal Larry Lage-
mann will be taking on the
role of Bowling Green High
School principal after Scott
Mullins retires this year. No
announcement has been made
on who will replace Lage-
mann.  
As for Louisiana’s school

Superintendent. No informa-
tion was released on why the
sudden resignation by press
deadline.  
The People’s Tribune will

update this story online as
more information becomes
available. 
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Community News
Rep. Chad Perkins Capitol Report
House Approves Tax Relief

Package for Missouri Taxpayers 
(HB 3021) 

Missourians who pay income tax
are one step closer to receiving sub-
stantive relief from their income tax
burden. The Missouri House of Rep-
resentatives this week approved leg-
islation to create a one-time
economic recovery tax credit for Mis-
souri residents who paid personal in-
come tax in the state for 2021.
The chairman of the House

Budget Committee, who sponsors
the bill, told his colleagues the plan
came into being when he looked at
the numbers following the House giv-
ing approval to the state budget. De-
spite the fact the House approved
the largest budget in the state’s his-
tory, the state still had billions of dol-
lars left in its coffers.
The sponsor told his colleagues,

“This is an attempt to offset some of
the tax burden for those state income
taxpayers at a time where I think that
they could use the money much bet-
ter than the state government can.” 
He added, “It’s a simple notion.

We’re going to create a tax credit that
would send a billion dollars back to
taxpayers and offset their state in-
come tax liability.” 
HB 3021 will appropriate $1 billion

from the state’s General Revenue
Fund to fund a one-time economic
recovery non-refundable tax credit.
Under the plan, anyone filing an in-
dividual Missouri personal income
tax return would receive a credit
equal to their tax liability up to $500.
Married couples filing jointly would
receive up to a $1,000 credit.
The vice-chairman of the House

Budget Committee spoke in support
of the proposal. He noted the budget
plan approved by the House pro-
vides an immense amount of support
for low-income Missourians, but said,
“you know who we haven’t so much
talked about, but here we’re talking
about them here today in House Bill
3021, is that working Missourian –
that man or woman working two,
three jobs. There’s not been a lot of
relief for them and here it is today.
That’s why I’m so excited to support
it.”
The chairman of the Budget

Committee agreed that the budget
approved by the House is “address-
ing the needs of low-income Mis-
sourians on a scale that we have
never done before. It’s an unprece-
dented scale.” In reference to HB
3021, he said “This is a bill that would
essentially give state revenues back
to those that paid state revenues into
the state treasury. We are in a situa-
tion where we have excess revenues
in the state treasury, and to me that
means it’s time to give some of those
dollars back to those that paid it in,
especially when they are facing chal-
lenges due to inflation and various
economic factors.”

House Moves to Protect Mis-
sourians from Unapproved 

Vaccines (HB 1709) 
The members of the Missouri

House took action this week in an ef-
fort to protect Missourians from being
forced to take vaccinations that have
yet to receive full authorization.

HB 1709 provides it is an unlaw-

ful discriminatory practice for any
government entity in the state to re-
quire any person to receive a med-
ication, vaccination, or injection that
has not been fully authorized by the
US Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), is allowed under an emer-
gency use authorization, or is under-
going safety trials.
The bill’s sponsor, who also

works in the health care field, told her
colleagues she has personal experi-
ence with a workplace mandate to
receive the COVID-19 vaccine. She
said, “I’ll never forget the day that I
received an email, it was actually on
my birthday, stating that I had to get
the vaccination or else I would lose
my job. My issues with that was that
it wasn’t fully FDA-approved.” She
added, “There’s a lot of people that
are scared when you’re told you
have to get a vaccination. I am in no
way, shape, or form against the
COVID vaccination. I did personally
receive the vaccination, but I waited
until the Pfizer was FDA-approved
before I went ahead and got it.”
HB 1709 specifies that its provi-

sions will not prohibit health facilities
from requiring employees to receive
a COVID-19 vaccine in order for a
health facility to participate in a fed-
eral program or contract, and the pro-
visions will not prohibit public
colleges or universities from requiring
select students to receive a COVID-
19 vaccine in order for a college or
university to receive federal funds.

Parents’ Bill of Rights Heads to
Senate (HB 1858) 

Legislation is now on its way to
the Senate that would create the Par-
ents’ Bill of Rights Act of 2022.

The bill’s sponsor said his legis-
lation is “really about transparency in
public education. It’s about recogni-
tion of the fact that parents are the ul-
timate authority when it comes to the
direction of the education of their chil-
dren.”

He added, “This bill is for every
parent who might have been ignored
at a school board meeting and not
listened to, and purposefully rele-
gated to sit in silence as business
was done. This is about those who
have concerns about the content of
the classroom, and classroom mate-
rials; what is being put in front of their
child in the classroom.”

The bill will provide a list of rights

that parents may require school dis-
tricts to follow. Some of the parental
rights outlined in the bill include the
right to review curricula, books and
instructional materials; the right to
visit school during school hours with
restrictions; and the right to have suf-
ficient accountability and trans-
parency regarding school boards.

The bill also prohibits school dis-
tricts from requiring nondisclosure
agreements for a parent’s review of
curricula or individualized education
program meetings. It would restrict
schools from collecting biometric
data or other sensitive personal in-
formation about a minor child without
obtaining parental consent. Addition-
ally, it would require school board
meetings dealing with curricula or
general safety to take place in public
and allow for public comments.
Additionally, the bill specifies that

no school or school employee can
compel a teacher or student to per-
sonally adopt or affirm ideas in viola-
tion of Title IV or Title VI of the federal
Civil Rights Act of 1964. This would
include ideas such as individuals of
any race, ethnicity, color, or national
origin are inherently superior or infe-
rior; or that individuals, by virtue of
their race, ethnicity, color, or national
origin, bear collective guilt and are in-
herently responsible for actions com-
mitted in the past by other members
of the same race, ethnicity, color, or
national origin.

The bill also allows parents to file
a civil lawsuit against a school district
or school that violates the Parents’
Bill of Rights. Other provisions in the
bill would require the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion to develop an online database
that provides access to every school
district’s curriculum and professional
development materials; require the
salaries of public school employees
to be included in the state accounta-
bility portal; and require school
boards to provide a time for an open
forum at the beginning of each board
meeting and allows parents to bring
civil action against school districts
that violate the policy.

“We need to teach kids how to
think, not what to think. We need to
encourage parent involvement, not
discourage it. This is about protecting
our kids in schools,” said the bill’s
sponsor.
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Options For Women To Hold
8th Annual Walk For Life, Barbecue

Options for Women will
hold its 8th Annual Walk For
Life and barbecue on Satur-
day, May 7 at the Bowling
Green City Park. 

Registration will begin at
the lower shelter house at
10:30 a.m., with the Walk be-
ginning at 11 a.m. Registra-
tion is also available online at
www.supportlife573.com.
Walk For Life t-shirts will be
available for purchase as well. 

A barbecue will be held at
the shelter house by the city
pool with eat-in or carry-out
available from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
The menu will include ham-
burgers, pork burgers, hot
dogs, prepackaged chips and
desserts, and bottled water
and lemonade.

Proceeds from the barbe-
cue and donations from the
Walk For Life will go to sup-
port Options for Women
Pregnancy Resource Center,
located at 1420 S. Bus. 61,
Suite B at the roundabout in
Bowling Green, as well as the
new Options for Women cen-
ter opening soon in Hannibal.
Options  opened in Bowling
Green in 2016 and serves
pregnant women and young
mothers and fathers from Pike
and surrounding counties. 

Services provided include
lab grade pregnancy tests, ul-
trasounds, and life coaching,
all confidential and at no cost.
Pregnancy, parenting, and life
skills classes are offered free
at the center and online, with
incentives for participation. 

Options for Women also
offers referrals for medical
help and temporary housing
for expectant mothers in
need, prenatal vitamins, coun-
seling and support for those
grieving an abortion or mis-
carriage, adoption referrals,
information on abortion and
abortion pill reversal, a men-
toring program for young
men, and ongoing support
and encouragement to young
parents.

The center is maintained

through the generosity of
donors and community vol-
unteers, and is currently in the
process of opening a second
center in Hannibal. Partici-
pants and donors may choose
where they want their dona-
tion to be used: Bowling
Green, Hannibal, or where the
need is greatest.

Donations will be accepted
on site the day of the walk, at
the center during open hours
(Monday to Friday, 10 a.m.- 4
p.m.) or may be made online
at www.supportlife573.com.

For more information, visit
the website or call 573-213-
5119.
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Ecumentical Women Met For Breakfast
The Ecumentical Women’s

Group met for breakfast at the
Centenary Methodist Church,
691 S. Carolina St., in Louisiana
on Tuesday, April 12 at 8:30 a.m.,
with the ladies from Centenary
Methodist Church hosting the
event.
The slate of officers for the

coming 2022-23 year are as fol-
lows. Linda Shade, president;
Sara Drummond, vice-president;
Beverly Cogar, secretary and
Ann Narramore, treasurer. It was
determined that the same offi-
cers would be re-elected from
the previous year since we were
only able to meet once during the
2021-2022 year because of

COVID-19.
Bible School will be held at

the First Presbterian Church in
Louisiana on July 18-21.
More details will be coming

later this spring. The EWG will be
meeting June 14 at the First
Christian in Louisiana. All women
of faith are welcome to come to-
gether for an enjoyable morning
of fellowship, good food, and an
informative program. There are
no dues for participating in the
group which meets four times a
year.

We Buy 
Salvage Cars & 

Farm Equipment
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Ben’s
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754-3265 or 754-0508



From The Mayor’s Desk...
May your

dreams be greater
than your memo-
ries and mistakes! 
Where there is

no vision, stagna-
tion and ruts de-
velop. People
become unfo-
cused, undisci-
plined, and
unproductive. We
can not stop learn-
ing, growing, and
changing and set-
tle for just main-
taining. Some goals and
dreams take us a lifetime.
Some dreams get derailed,
but we must press on in new
or different directions. What
goals do you have as individ-
uals or we as a city, have that
will move us in a positive di-
rection? 
Having dreams, goals, and

visions helps us stay on track
to know where we want to go
and helps us to say no to
some things and yes to oth-
ers. Many leaders who do not
have a vision or dream find
themselves settling for much
less than they could achieve.
Sometimes we may not even
see the final results, but we
see progress towards our
dreams and goals which
gives us hope of a future that
will someday materialize.
Did you know that John

W. Basye, the founder of
Bowling Green, might have
been the very first non-Indian
man to see Pike County in
1791? John W. Basye and a
business associate, John E.
Allen, were selected to par-
ticipate in the northern trans-
fer ceremony in the
Louisiana Purchase from
France. His greatest and most
historical achievement was
obtaining a 160-acre land
grant from the US Govern-
ment which included the 75
square miles for our future
Bowling Green. The County
of Pike in the Missouri Terri-
tory was founded in 1818 and
covered most of Northeast
Missouri. On Dec. 23, 1818,
John W. Basye filed for and
was granted our area at the
Land Office in Boonville. He
traveled nine days on horse-

back in the middle
of winter on trails
and paths to claim
this land before
anyone had a
chance. In 1823,
Bowling Green
was considered
founded as a
town, officially
became the
county seat as rec-
ognized by the
state, and John
Basye quickly
built a log cabin

on the square as the first
county courthouse. He also
built a log cabin that was the
first post office where Basye
became the first postmaster.
1823 was also the first year
when many businesses
started springing up around
town. John W. Basye had a
vision and a dream. What-
ever the need of early Bowl-
ing Green, John Basye and
his family tried to meet the
need. Are we trying to do the
same today?
Our new Home Bank will

have a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony and celebration on
April 28 at 1 p.m.
National Day of Prayer,

sponsored by Prayer and Ac-
tion in Christ Together,
(PACT), will be held at the
Bowling Green Nazarene
Church on May 5 at 12:15
p.m.
On Saturday, May 14 at 10

a.m., a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony will celebrate Bowling
Green receiving a Blue Star
Memorial Marker to be lo-
cated at our new and beauti-
ful Bowling Green
Convention and Tourists
Center. 
The Blue Star Memorial

Marker is a program of the
National Garden Clubs, Inc.,
the Federate Garden Clubs of
Missouri, and the Clarksville
Garden Club who selected
and approved our Visitor’s
Center site. (With approval
of the Visitors’ Center
Board). This Blue Star Me-
morial pays tribute to all men
and women who have served,
are serving, or will serve in
the Armed Forces of the
United States.

JIMARICO, MAYOR
CITYOFBOWLINGGREEN
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See Nathan Kraft, Curtis Thomas Or Ryan Kent

3404 Georgia St.

MDC Needs 
Experienced
Birders’ Help

Calling Missouri birders who
know their birds by sight and
sound!

The Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) needs volun-
teers to assist with four vacant
bird-observation routes in Missouri
as part of the 2022 North Ameri-
can Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)
May 27 – July 7. The four Missouri
BBS routes that need volunteers
are Auburn in Lincoln County,
Cassville in Barry County, Kennett
in Dunklin County, and Rueter in
Taney County. Volunteers will
need to conduct their survey one
day during the May 27-July 7 sur-
vey period.

BBS is a long-term, large-
scale, international bird monitoring
program that started in 1966. The
purpose of the BBS is to track the
status and trends of North Ameri-
can bird populations. Each year
during mostly June -- the height of
the bird-breeding season for most
of the U.S. – BBS volunteers col-
lect bird-population data along
roadside survey routes to help.
For more info on the BBS, visit
pwrc.usgs.gov/bbs/.

Each survey route is 24.5 miles
long with stops at half-mile intervals.
At each stop, volunteers conduct
three-minute point counts where
they record data on the bird species
and numbers they see or hear
within a quarter-mile radius. Sur-
veys must start one-half hour before
sunrise and take about five hours to
complete. Volunteers need only
conduct their survey route once dur-
ing the survey period.

For more information or to vol-
unteer, contact MDC Resource
Scientist and MDC BBS Coordi-
nator Janet Haslerig by email at
Janet.Haslerig@mdc.mo.gov or
call 573-522-4115, ext. 3198.

Haslerig said volunteers need
access to suitable transportation,
must have good hearing and eye-
sight, and must be able to identify
all birds in the area. All new BBS
volunteers must successfully com-
plete an online methodology train-
ing program before their data can
be used.

She also stressed that know-
ing bird songs is extremely im-
portant. "Most birds counted on
these surveys are singing
males," said Haslerig.

The annual BBS helps scien-
tists determine bird populations
and their threats.

Vandalia Historical Society To Open
The Vandalia Area Historical

Society held their monthly meet-
ing on Saturday, April 16, 2022.
Those attending were Vicki
Wright, Paul Ray, Kevin & Teresa
Wenzel, Pete Nasir, Mary Pe-
tersen, Andrew Bartison and Joy
Davis with visitor Woodrow Pol-
ston.   The minutes of the March
meeting were approved as read.
The financial report was made.  

The 2022 Museum Season
will begin on Memorial Day
weekend.  The new billboard will
be prepared by Mary Wallace
and will be up soon.  There will
be a new baseball exhibit, up-
dated church exhibit, expanded
military service exhibit at the mu-
seum for 2022.  Scavenger hunts
and possible Bingo card games
were mentioned for the new sea-

son.
Plans for the 2024 Vandalia

150th Anniversary Celebration
were discussed further. An orga-
nizational meeting will be held on
Saturday, June 18 at 9 a.m., at
the Genealogy Center with all
community groups welcome to
help plan the 150th celebration.
At that time a list of activities will

See OPEN on page 6

Card Of Thanks
We, the children, would like to thank

everyone for the cards, flowers, cards, calls
and visits at the time of the death of our fa-
ther, James Ledford.
So as not to be misled, we would like to

clarify that our father had told us and Alice
Hinch that she could remain in his house
following his death as long as she could pay
the insurance and taxes. Following his
death she told us that she could not afford
to pay them.
This is what led to her 30-day notice to

move. We wish Alice the best.

Community
Calendar...

Submit upcoming events
by calling 324-6111 

or e-mail to: 
peoplestribune@sbcglobal.net
On April 30: Pleasant Hill

Cemetery Association annual
meeting, 10 a.m. Located
four miles west of Frankford
on Pike 11 at the Pleasant Hill
Church.
On May 1: Mt. Zion

Cemetery Association annual
meeting, 2 p.m., at the Mt.
Zion Church.



Ronnie Dale
Blackwell

Age 75, of Essex, Ill., died
peacefully at home, sur-
rounded by family, Tuesday,
April 5, 2022. 

Memorial services and cel-
ebration life will be held Sat-
urday from 10 a.m.-noon at
Grassy Creek Baptist Church
16935 Hwy. YY, Louisiana.

He was born July 21, 1946
in Louisiana to the late Ima
Jean Kilby Spencer and Carl
Blackwell.

He is the beloved husband
of 52 years to Alicia Gilbreath
Blackwell; father to son,
Jason Blackwell and wife
Sandy of Wahoo, Neb.; a
daughter, Stacie Blackwell of
Morris, Ill.; three grandchil-
dren, Cameron and Alyvia
Blackwell of Morris, Ill.;
Frances Blackwell of Wahoo,
Neb.; and one great-grand-
daughter, Nora Woita of
Wahoo, Neb. Ronnie is also
survived by stepmother, De-
lores Blackwell of Bowling
Green.

Preceded in death by his fa-
ther and mother as well as his
brother, Ricky Blackwell.

Ronnie was an amazing
man with a breadth of experi-
ence, knowledge, and wis-
dom.  He was a man of many
talents who loved to be out-
doors and working “in the
dirt”.  He will be remembered
by friends for his operating
engineering skills, retiring
from, and as a member, of
Operating Engineers Local
150 Union in Joliet, Ill.  Ron-
nie served his country proudly
in the United States Air Force
during Vietnam and was life-
long member of the VFW.
Ronnie was a Grand Mason
who served his communities
charitable events and brothers
nationwide.  

He was an exceptional out-
doorsman and hunter proudly
sharing his knowledge of na-
ture, ballistics and conserva-
tion with zeal and pride.  A
historian and geologist at
heart he collected native
American tools, weapons,
pottery; could talk for hours
on the geological formations
across the United States.
Above and beyond anything,
he was a man of God and
loved his family and friends
fiercely.  Ronnie was the con-
summate friend entertaining
all with fantastic stories, hilar-
ious characters and always
providing laughter and love
throughout.  He never met a
stranger and will be greatly
missed by all who came to
know him.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als in his name can be made to
the Shriners Children's Hospi-
tal.

For more information
please call (815) 942-5040 or
visit his memorial tribute at
www.fredcdames.com where
you can share a favorite mem-
ory or leave a condolence.

Judy K. Gilbert
Judy K. Gilbert, 65, of Els-

berry died Friday, April 15,
2022, at St. Luke’s Hospital in
Chesterfield.

Funeral services were at 11
a.m., Friday at Carter-Ricks
Funeral Home in Elsberry.  J.
Larry Carter of Carter-Ricks
Funeral Home officiated with
burial in Antioch Cemetery in
Cyrene.  In honor of Judy’s
bright and colorful personal-
ity, the family requested all in
attendance wear their bright-
est and most colorful outfit.  

Visitation was from 4-8
p.m., Thursday at Carter-
Ricks Funeral Home in Els-
berry.    

Born Aug. 8, 1956 in Pike
County, she was the daughter
of Clifton Orin and Virginia

Mae Kirkhart Running.  Judy
owned a flower shop in Win-
field for many years, taking
great pride in her designs.
She currently worked for Bo-
dine in Troy.  Judy loved to go
“junking” at area resale stores
and flea markets.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Clifton and
Virginia Running; three sis-
ters: Verna Running, Gladys
Henderson and Patty Luck-
ritz; and one brother, Richard
Running.

Survivors include a son,
Michael Gilbert and compan-
ion, Sheila of Elsberry; her
significant other, Mark Patton
of Winfield; many nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends.

Serving as pallbearers were
Richard Barber, Aaron Glad-
ney, Rubon Gaspriano, Chris
Henderson, Jr. Johnston,
Randy Napoli, Cliff Running,
Larry Porter and Larry Carter.
Honorary pallbearers were
Josh Luckritz, Tommy
Gilbert, and Quentin Hender-
son.

Memorials may be made to
Budget Boutique, c/o Carter-
Ricks Funeral Home, 107 S.
5th Street; Elsberry, MO
63343.  

Online condolences may
be made at www.carterricks-
funeralhome.com. 

Charles
Michael Laboo

Charles Michael Laboo,
67, of Bowling Green, for-
merly of St. Louis died Satur-
day, April 16, 2022 at
Hannibal Regional Hospital. 

He was born Aug. 31, 1954
in St. Louis to Marvin and
Kathleen Carter Laboo. 

Charles graduated from
high school at North County
Tech. He was employed as an
assembler at Lincoln Engi-
neering in St. Louis, as long
as his health permitted. Some
hobbies that he enjoyed were,
hunting, fishing and spending
time with family. 

Charles is survived by a
son, Tim Laboo of St. Louis;
a brother, Mark Laboo of St.
Louis; nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents.

Family and friends may
sign the online guest book @
www.mccoyblossomfh.com.

Imogene
‘Jeanne’ Hallows

Imogene ‘Jeanne’ Fay
Weldy Hallows died peace-
fully while surrounded by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren on Thurs-
day, April 14, 2022 at the Cir-
cle of Life Hospice in
Springdale, Ark. 

Funeral services were at 2
p.m., Thursday at Bibb-Veach
Funeral Home and Crematory
in Bowling Green. Burial was
at Fairview Cemetery in
Louisiana.

Visitation will be held from
1 p.m., until time of services.  

Jeanne was born Aug. 10,
1930 in Ralls County to Flo-
rence Myers and Owen Y.
Weldy who preceded her in
death. Owen died in an auto
accident when Jeanne was
two-years-old and his close
friend Ray W. Sisson lovingly
raised her as his own. Jeanne
also joins in heaven her hus-
bands, James W. Hallows,
Ray W. Sisson; step-sisters,
Florine and Ruth; grandson,
Jenson Fugate; and son-in-
law, Roger Ahrens. 

Jeanne loved music and
dancing the ‘two-step’ to her
favorite Big Bands. She had
many fond memories playing
the oboe in the Bowling
Green High School band. She
was joined in marriage to
James W. Hallows in 1953.

James and Jeanne have
four surviving children, David
W. Hallows, Diane M.
Ahrens, James R. Hallows
and Tina M. Powell and hus-
band, Gordon. Also surviving
are 10 grandchildren, Amanda
Thomas, Crista Hallows,
Jamie Hallows, Jodi McPike,
Zachariah Ahrens, Daisy
Janisch, Violet Rooker, Isaac
Ahrens, Jeffrey Hallows,
Dedra Hallows plus 21 great-
grandchildren. 

Jeanne dedicated her life to

her faith in Christ and being a
prime example of God’s un-
conditional love to all. 

She will be remembered as
a devoted wife, mother,
grandmother and great-grand-
mother. She attended the
Hickory Grove School and
Bowling Green High School.
She was a member of the First
Christian Church in Bowling
Green. 

Jeanne worked most of her
life on the farm she and her
husband James built from the
ground up. She was an animal
lover but her most favorite
was birds and her Kitty.
Jeanne always had a smile
and open arms for everyone
that crossed her path. In addi-
tion to her children, she baby
sat for neighbors and her
grandchildren. 

Later she was employed at
the Senate Bill 40 where she
was able to work doing what
she loved most; caring for
others. Her quick wit and
sense of humor were astound-
ing even in her latest years. 

Jeanne was an amazing
cook and showed her love
through cooking. She was al-
ways kind, generous and
compassionate. Although we
will miss her dearly, Heaven
has gained the sweetest
Angel.

You can help her kindness,
compassion and generosity
continue by making a memo-
rial donation to Bowling
Green First Christian Church
or Circle of Life Hospice,
Springdale Ark.

Online condolences may
be left at www.bibbveach.
com

Elmer Willard
‘EW’ Branstetter

Elmer Willard Branstetter
Jr., (aka: EW or Brandy), of
Curryville, a loving husband,
father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather, died at the Uni-
versity of Missouri Hospital-
Columbia, on Saturday, April
23, 2022. 

All are invited to attend the
graveside service held at New
Harmony Christian Church at
10 a.m., Saturday. Family and
close friends are welcome to
attend the dinner and celebra-
tion of his life, in the church
fellowship hall, following the
service. Pastor Darron Clack
will be officiating and Doug
Storts will be providing
music. 

EW was born on July 29,
1943 to Elmer Willard Sr. and
Nellie Mae Branstetter. He
was raised in Curryville, and
baptized at Vandalia First
Christian Church. He was first
married to Mary Irene Willis;
they had four children to-
gether, Ricky Wayne
Branstetter, Sherri Ann
Branstetter Shaw, Troy Gene
Branstetter, and Jeffrey Alan
Branstetter. 

EW later married his soul
mate and fishing partner, Ra-
mona Arleen Branstetter, wel-
coming her son, Jeffrey
Robert Ansel, into the family.
Mona and Brandy enjoyed 27
years of retirement together
fishing by the lake and spoil-
ing several lucky pets. 

EW has five grandchildren,

Lance Gabriel Shaw, Spencer
Reid Branstetter, Branden
Alan Branstetter, Cassie
Elaine Branstetter, Alexander
Gower Branstetter; and one
great-grandchild, Crillen Alan
Branstetter. 

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Romona Arleen
Branstetter, his parents, Elmer
Willard Branstetter Sr. and
Nellie Mae Branstetter, a son,
Ricky Wayne Branstetter, and
a grandson, Lance Gabriel
Shaw. 

EW was a graduate of
Bowling Green High School.
He served in the USN where
he was assigned to one of the
Navy’s first guided cruise
missile ships and participated
in the Cuban Missile Crisis.
He spent his 30-year work ca-
reer with Orscheln/ABF
Truck Lines and served as a
proud member of the Team-
ster Labor Union. 

Brandy was passionate
about music. His music career
lasted over 50 years, playing
in multiple bands including
The Untouchables, Crossfires,
C&R Session, and Patchwork
Blu. He also shared his gift
with senior citizens, ending
his career with Doug on the
OATS Bus Tour. His children
appreciated and admired his
musical talents. 

One of his favorite artists,
Merle Haggard, wrote a song,
Silver Wings, that the family
feels is an appropriate mem-
ory to share as we say our
goodbyes. God Bless!

Walter Allen
Angel

Walter Allen Angel, 89, of
Bowling Green died Wednes-
day, April 20, 2022 at his
home.

Graveside services for
Walter were held Monday at
10 a.m., at Indian Creek Me-
morial Gardens Cemetery in
New Hartford with Pastor
Judah Marx officiating.

Walter was born June 10,
1932 in Bowling Green to
Clarence and Mildred Angel.
He was united in marriage to
Betty Jane Taylor on June 16,
1962 at Bro. Rittenhouse’s
residence. She survives.

Also surviving are daugh-
ters, Sherie Wommack and
husband, Joseph of Silex and
Kim Hudson and husband,
Mike of Foristell; grandchil-
dren, Kala Buck and husband,
Kevin, Nathan Wommack and
Clare Eggering, Jessica
LaRue and husband, Jesse,
and Eric Hudson; great-
grandchildren, Margot
LaRue, Sophie LaRue, and
Michael LaRue; and many
nieces and nephews.

Walter was preceded in
death by his parents; brothers,
Cecil Angel and Glenn Angel;
along with an infant brother.

Walter spent most of his
life around Indian Creek and
Louisville area, always on the
family farm. He served in the
United States Army during
the Korean War, spending
time in Korea. Walter spent
his time doing what he en-
joyed the most; farming,
specifically raising cattle. 

He spent his years farming
alongside his brother, Cecil

and nephew, Jimmy Dale
Angel. He loved spending
time with his children, and
later attending his grandchil-
dren’s ball games. He always
had time to play games with
his children and grandchil-
dren, and liked to play pitch
with friends and family. 

Walter managed slow-pitch
softball teams, and played
himself into his 50s. He also
enjoyed coon hunting. Walter
taught all of his children and
grandchildren how to drive.
He loved going to McDon-
ald’s several times a week to
drink coffee and have break-
fast to visit with a group of
friends.

Memorials may be made to
Indian Creek Memorial Gar-
dens Cemetery.

Online condolences may
be made at www.bibbveach.
com.
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Modern Maturity Fundraiser

“Sponsor A Table”
After many years of use the tables at the
Modern Maturity Building In Vandalia have
become unusable. Many are falling apart
literally and have been worked on over the
years but need to be replaced.

6 Ft. Lifetime Tables
Can Be Sponsored By 

Businesses, Individuals & Families

$60 per table
Tables are available to 
sponsor by contacting

Cindy Evans - 573-473-9000
We Would Appreciate Your Help!

Jasper Springs Green House
OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, April 30
10657 Pike 482 - Bowling Green

Trees, Fruits, Perennials, 
Annuals & Succulents
Refreshments Served

Pike-Lincoln
Student Of The Month

Blake Thoroughman

Blake Thoroughman, a
students in the Pike-Lincoln
Technical Center welding
program and Silex High
School was selected as a stu-
dent of the month for the
month of March.

Each of the instructors
were asked to nominate stu-
dents for the student of the
month program. The com-
mittee then selected Thor-
oughman from a group of
very deserving students.

Blake’s instructor said
that he has a great attitude
and work ethic. he has excel-
lent quality of work and has
competed and place in mul-
tiple welding competitions -
MWI, AWA, and Skills
USA.

He is a leader who repre-
sents his class and the school
well. It is truly students like
Blake who set the example
for the rest of the students at
Pike-Lincoln.

CLARKSVILLE VFW POST 4610 & AUXLIARY
B A R B E C U E

Save A Lot Parking Lot - Bowling Green

FRIDAY, MAY 6
SERVING TIME: 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Porksteak Sandwich, Chips & Drink - $8
Pork Burger, Hamburger, Large Hot Dog

Sandwich, Chips & Drink - $5
Everyone is Welcome to Attend

Please Come Support Our Veterans - Thanks!

Bowling Green 
Presbyterian To Host

Barbecue
Drive through the parking

lot of the First Presbyterian
Church in Bowling Green
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Friday,
May 6 to pick up a delicious
pork steak or pork burger
dinner or sandwich for you,
your family or your col-
leagues. 

Spirited church volunteers
will be on hand to guide you
through a quick and easy
meal pick-up experience to
treat you and raise money for
church and community proj-
ects.  

To order ahead, call the
church at 324-2477.  Volun-
teers will have your meal
ready.  

The menu will include a
pork steak meal and sand-
wich,  and a pork burger
meal and sandwich.  Meals
will include baked beans,
coleslaw and dessert.  

Checks or cash will be ac-
cepted; freewill donations to
support the ministry of the
church are always welcome. 

Roads To Close For
Culvert Replacements
On Rt. V

Weather permitting,
MoDOT crews will be per-
forming culvert replace-
ments on routes in Pike and
Audrain Counties. See below
for locations and additional
information

Audrain County Route V
- April 26, the road will be
closed at Route W to County
Road 577 between 8 a.m.
and 3 p.m.

Audrain County Route V
- April 27, the road will be
closed at County Road 577
to County Road 450 between
8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Pike County Route V -
April 28, the road will be
closed at County Road 450
to County Road 459 between
8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Pike County Route V -
April 29, the road will be
closed at County Road 459
to County Road 454 between
8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Pike County Route V -
May 2, the road will be
closed at County Road 447
to Route M between 9 a.m.
and 10 a.m.

Motorists will need to use
alternate routes for closures
during these times. For more
information on this and other
roadwork in your area, you
can visit us online at
www.modot.mo.gov/north-
east, or call our customer
service number at 1-888
ASK MoDOT (275-6636).

Spring is here and work
zones are popping up in Mis-
souri.  Be in the know before
you go! All work zones are
online at
www.modot.org/northeast,
and you can receive the latest
news about road work in
your area by signing up for
e-updates, receiving emails
or text messages about road
work that’s happening on the
roads, projects or counties
you want!

We Welcome Your News





ART’S FLEA MARKET -
Furniture, tools, misc., Bus.
54 W., Bowling Green, 573-
470-6837. Open Monday-
Saturday, 9-4; Sunday, 1-4
p.m.
MOVING SALE - Sun-

day, May 1, 9 a.m., 309 N.
5th, Louisiana. Furniture &
More!
SHED SALE - Thursday,

Friday & Saturday, 8 a.m.-
?, Church & 13th, B.G.
Watch for signs. Furniture,
baby-adult clothes, house-
hold misc., baby toys, fab-
ric.

USED DOUBLEWIDE -
DUTCH. Amish built in Indi-
ana, excellent condition, 3
bed., 2 bath. FINANCING.
Call for info 573-249-3333,
marktwain mobilehomes.
com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used mobile
homes. Call or text 573-
338-6250 or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.com. 

1 BEDROOM Louisiana
apartment, upstairs, great
location, see to appreciate.
Deposit & reference re-
quired, $450 month. 573-
242-3821.

ONE bedroom home,
kitichen appliances fur-
nished. References and de-
posit. No pets.
573-560-2133. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In
Vandalia. Units in 3 sizes -
10x20, 10x10, and 8x10.
L&S Storage, 573-248-
4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY
BUILDING - Vandalia -
Family reunion, shower,
birthday. Call Art Wiser,
594-3224. Memberships
available. (tf)

CLAW FOOT TUB -
1890 Victorian home,
30x57 inches, black exte-
rior. All original plumbing.
One foot needs a minor re-
pair. $700 OBO, 314-803-
6335. (x2-27)

USED GE refrigerator,
20 cu. ft. $200; used GE
dryer, $150. Vandalia Fire-
stone & Appliance, 594-
6624.

REFURNISHED COM-
PUTERS, parts, acces-
sories. Call Geeky Hillbilly
Computers 573-324-7176. 

GOOD used tires, pas-
senger & light truck, $15 &
up. Vandalia Firestone &
Appliance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We specialize
in new pole buildings and
new metal house roofs and
all buildings. Wagler Met-
als: 21764 Pike 409, Bowl-
ing Green. (tf)

AKC registered lab pup-
pies, $500 1 yellow, 1
chocolate, remales, 324-
8006 Janet.

NO TRESPASSING on
land belonging to John
Boyd and Clarissa Woods.
Violators will be prose-
cuted. Will not be responsi-
ble for accidents on
property. (tf)

NO HUNTING or tres-
passing, Murry Shepherd
Farms. Violators will be
prosecuted. Not responsi-
ble for injuries. (10-19)

NO HUNTING or tres-
passing on land owned by
Orey and Elizabeth Shep-
herd. Violators will be pros-
ecuted. Not responsible for
accidents on the property.
(11-30-22)

GEEKY HILLBILLY
COMPUTER SERVICES
LLC - B.G. computer repair
& recycling, 573-324-7176,
573-567-6164. (tf)

BETTS EXCAVATING -
Dozer, backhoe, bobcat,
ponds, clearing, base-
ments, gravel hauling &
more. Reasonable rates.
754-2371. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMPING
- Commercial or residential,
septic pumping & repair,
sewer augering & repair,
grease trap pumping and
porta potty rentals. Butch
Menne, 573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC
PUMPING - Commercial or
residential, portable toilet
rental, job sites, special
events, auctions. Brown’s
Septic Pumping, 206
Brown Lane, Louisiana,
754-5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES - Hand
crocheted by Ann Hecox.
Make great personal gifts.
217-656-3654 annahcx@
gmail.com. (tf)
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All classified ads are payable in advance.  30-cents per word, $3 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at noon.  

GARAGE SALES

CALL
324-6111
TO PLACE
ADS
BY

MONDAY

AT
NOON

FOR RENT

MOBILE HOMES

FOR RENT

20 Word Limit Bring in a photo 
and a brief description of your car, truck, motorcycle, camper or boat
on a trailer and we’ll feature it in The People’s Tribune for 12 weeks

DEALS
On Wheels

1991 KENWORTH - 8.3
Cummings, 6 spd., 18’
bed and hoist, 2,000 gal.
stainless tank with baf-
fles, 3 in. valve & hoses.
324-3688.

FOR SALE

1986 Corvette - 69,xxx
miles, fresh tune up, 500
miles on tires, $6,500,
573-470-5885
jamesblackwell311@gmail.com

LAWN CARE
•Mowing   •Garden Tilling
•Trimming •Snow Removal

••INSURED••
Vandalia Area - Dakota Jennings

573-470-2969

SERVICES

NO HUNTING

Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, April 30, 2022 At 10 a.m.

Location: From 4-Way Stop in Vandalia, MO on Hwy 54, go 1
South on Rt. W to County Road 556. Watch for signs day of sale.

WAREHOUSE LIQUIDATION
SHELVING . . TO SELL ~ 2 p.m.

Approx. 4,000 Feet of Heavy Duty Pal-
let Racking Shelving w/Pallet Wiring
Decking, 42 inches deep.

EQUIPMENT
Flexi AC Narrow Aisle Forklift, Approx.
20’ lift, Articulating, With Charger,
Champion Air Compressor, Used little,
10HP, takes humidity out
OFFICE EQUIPMENT/SUPPLIES,

WAREHOUSE SUPPLIES, 
COMMERCIAL/RETAIL, COMPUTER RELATED, MERCHANDISE

Lot of computer monitors.
MERCHANDISE

Lot of Re-Loading Supplies, Lot of Gun
Cases, Back Packs & Other Hunting
Supplies, Hunting Bows & Supplies; A
Large Variety of Fishing Supplies, 10
Tents (Various Sizes, 2, 3, & 4 man),
Sleeping Bags & Other Camping
Equipment.

OTHER ITEMS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION
Auctioneer’s Note: This is a large warehouse with a lot of steel shelving
and, sporting goods to sell.  Warehouse Close-Out Sale with lots of hunt-
ing supplies.

Be Sure to check  www.auctionzip.com
Under Joe Vomund Auction Service #14584

To see listing and photos.Watch for updated photos.
Joe Vomund Auction Service
573-289-0116 or 573-492-6239

Auctioneers:
Joe Vomund      Elden & Allen Foster     Matt Korman
573-289-0116           573-239-6745          573-257-1836

CONSIGNMENT
AUCTION

Montgomery County 
Livestock Auction
514 N. Hwy. 19, 
Montgomery City

Saturday, May 7, 2022
Now Accecpting 
Consignments for
Farm Machinery,
Livestock & 
Construction 

Equipment, Trucks &
Trailers

Early consignments includ-
ing two estates

AC 180 Diesel Tractor
w/Brushog Loader

IH 7110 Diesel Tractor
w/cab, 7000 hours,  

new rubber, good tin, good
paint, Sharp

JD 6400 - no cab
2013 Farmall 140A Tractor

w/cab, w Loader,
Axle mount Duals, 600 1

Owner Hours
IH 1620 Combine, 3500

Hours,
6’ Corn Head & 20’ Platform

Adding to our 
Line of Machinery

For listing & Photos (adding daily)  Go to auctionzip.com
Joe Vomund Auction Service #14584

Joe Vomund 573-289-0116
Claude Niemeyer 573-470-1017
Jamie Niemeyer 573-470-8810

Wayne McGluggage 573-473-6314
Jimmie Woodhurst 573-231-6770

573-289-0116 or 573-492-6239
Auctioneers:

Joe Vomund      Elden & Allen Foster     Matt Korman
573-289-0116           573-239-6745          573-257-1836

FOR SALE

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE
485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED
- BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

HELP WANTED
The City of Bowling Green is accepting

applications for a full-time position as Assis-
tant Collector/Billing Clerk. A detailed de-
scription can be obtained at City Hall. 
This position requires a friendly, outgoing

personality, with the ability to deal tactfully
and effectively with the public, and be able
to convey concise and accurate information.
Applications will be accepted at Bowling
Green City Hall, 16 W. Church Street until
4:30 p.m., Friday, May 6 or until a suitable
candidate is hired.  Office hours are 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
The City of Bowling Green reserves the

right to accept or reject any or all applications.
The City of Bowling Green is an equal oppor-
tunity employer. No phone calls please.   

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488
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be presented with organiza-
tions choosing which they
wish to be responsible for.
More discussion was held

on the possible publication of
the Lucy Coontz history arti-
cles with the possible addition
of photos from the museum
collection.  A POET Grant ap-

plication has been completed
and other grants were dis-
cussed to include the A.P.
Green Foundation grant, the
Rual Morris Foundation grant
and the Griffin Family Foun-
dation grant.
The next meeting is Satur-

day, April 16, 9 a.m., at the
Charlene Teague Genealogy
Center on Main Street.  Resi-
dents are welcome to attend
these meetings. 

OPEN
Continued from page 3

Book Drive
The Mercantile Bank in Louisiana sponsored a book drive this past

month and collected over 200 new and gently used books to donate
to the Louisiana Elementary School. The students and staff are ap-
preciative of our community's support and they know the students
and teachers will enjoy these books for many years to come. Pictured,
from left: Margaret Matteson and Lizbeth Redd of The Mercantile
Bank, and Brittney Murry, LES librarian.

2022 Photo Contest
Friends of The Louisiana Library, GFWC Chautauqua, and the

Louisiana Library Board has announced the 2022 photo contest. The
display at the Louisiana Library marks the beginning of the 2022 pho-
tography contest.  From now until August, photographers of all ages
are encouraged to use their skills to photograph “Missouri, Then and
Now”.  Photo entries are due on Thursday, Aug. 25 and judging will
end on Thursday, Sept. 1. For additional information contact the Li-
brarians in person or by phone, 573-754-4491. The library is open
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 

Members, Advisers Celebrate
MO FBLA State Leadership Conference
Missouri FBLA welcomed

4,000 registered attendees
from 354 chapters to the
largest State Leadership Con-
ference in the nation April 10-
12, 2022.  
For the first time in two

years, members and advisers
gathered in person to expand
their leadership, compete in
various events, and connect
with members from across
the state.  FBLA members
competed in over seventy-
five events ranging from Ac-
counting and Agribusiness to
Social Media Strategies and
UX Design.  
The Top 10

individuals/teams in each
event were awarded medals
onstage at JQH Arena.  The
Top 4 in event took home tro-
phies and will advance to the
National Leadership Confer-
ence this summer in Chicago,
Ill.
The Clopton FBLA Chap-

ter was represented by the fol-
lowing students: Cole Hunter,
Kylie Lucas, Shana Yates,
Chase Hall and Holden
Straube.  Cole Hunter placed
fourth in the sales presenta-
tion event qualifying him for
national competition.  The
group was accompanied by
their advisor, Lynn Hall.
Missouri Future Business

Leaders of America-Phi Beta
Lambda is a non-profit
501(c)(3) student business or-
ganization with over 11,000
members making it the sec-
ond large membership in the
nation.  Its mission is to bring
business and education to-
gether in a positive working
relationship through innova-
tive leadership and career de-
velopment programs.  The
association is headquartered
in Jefferson City, Missouri.  

For more information visit
www.missourifbla.org.

Cole Hunter

Clopton FBLA Members

Clarksville VFW Egg Hunt
The Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610, Auxiliary and Youth

sponsored an Easter egg hunt on Saturday, April 16 at 1 p.m., at the
Clopton Schools. Pictured with the Easter Bunny is Commander Her-
bert Everett and President Mary Tarpein. Approximately 85-100 youth
with parents and grandparents attending. All youth received a gift
from the post and auxiliary. It was a very enjoyable event.

Livestock Symposium Accepting Applications
For Mo Livestock Achievement Award
The Missouri Livestock

Symposium is currently ac-
cepting nominations for the
Missouri Livestock Achieve-
ment Award. This award rec-
ognizes an individual or
organization demonstrating
outstanding achievements and
distinguished contributions to
the livestock industry. Eligi-
ble applicants can be produc-
ers of livestock, agribusiness
personnel, agency personnel,
or agriculture educators in the
state of Missouri. Other par-
ties who have been long-time
supporters of the Missouri
livestock industry will also be
considered.
The selected applicant will

become a member of the Mis-
souri Livestock Symposium
Hall of Fame and be inducted
during the Friday evening
program of the Missouri
Livestock Symposium on
Dec. 2. The award nomina-
tion form can be found at mis-
sourilivestock.com, by
emailing missourilive-
stock@gmail.com, or by con-
tacting the Adair County
Extension office at 660-665-
9866.
According to committee

chairman, Garry Mathes, this
award combines the Missouri
Livestock Person of the Year
and Agriculture Educator’s
Lifetime Achievement
Awards and replaces them
with one award that’s more
inclusive and recognizes live-
stock industry leaders from
across the state. Mathes
stated, “our previous awards
were localized to Northeast
Missouri and the committee
would like to expand and rec-
ognize leaders in the livestock
industry across our State.”
Vice-chairman Zac Erwin,

University of Missouri Exten-
sion Field Specialist in Live-
stock, states “the committee
reflected on making changes
that continue to expand our
program into the livestock
community and streamline
our Friday night program.”
Erwin added, “we know there
are individuals, business and
agency personnel, and educa-
tors that have made tremen-
dous contributions to the
livestock industry in this state
and beyond, and we want to
recognize them for their ca-
reer achievements.”
The Missouri Livestock

Symposium committee is
hard at work planning the
Dec. 2 and 3 event held at the
William Mathew Middle
School in Kirksville. They re-
cently booked Diana Rodgers
for their Friday evening
keynote address. Rogers is a
“real food” nutritionist and
sustainability expert. She runs
a clinical nutrition practice
and hosts the Sustainable
Dish Podcast. She speaks in-
ternationally about the inter-
section of optimal human
nutrition, regenerative agri-
culture, and food justice. 

More recently, her work
has focused on shifting the
anti-meat narrative. Diana is
co-author of, Sacred Cow:
The Case for (Better) Meat
and the director, producer of
the companion film, Sacred
Cow. Her new initiative, the
Global Food Justice Alliance,
advocates for the inclusion of
animal-sourced foods in di-
etary policies for a more nu-
tritious, sustainable and
equitable worldwide food
system. She can be found at
sustainabledish.com and
globalfoodjustice.org.

Clarksville VFW, Auxiliary Serve Dinner
Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610 & Auxiliary Serve Meal to the Family of Alphonso Webb on Mon-

day, April 11. Pictured, from left: Joanne Hammuck, Terry Redd, Dianne Gardner Kathleen Watson Amy
Cook, Mary Warren President Mary Tarpein Ailiene Henry, Ora Belle Conway, Mike Cook. Also pictured
is Mary Targein’s granddaughter, Isabelle Scherder. Not pictured Virginia Starks and Rick Gardner.
Alphonso was a life and charter member of the VFW Post 4610, and was a very dedicated member until
his health failed. Commander Herbert Everett and Quartermaster Robert LaForte sent their condolences
they were both out of town.

We
Welcome 

Your Local News
Auxiliary To VFW Post 2173

Picks Scholarship Recipient
The Auxiliary to VFW Post

2173 met on Thursday, April 14, at
the Charlene Teague Genealogy
Center.  President Victoria Shaw
called the 7 p.m., meeting to order.
Opening ceremonies were ob-
served. 
The February minutes were

approved as read. The treasurer's
report was given and filed for
audit.  A donation was made to the
Van-Far Ambulance District EMS
Celebration. The Auxiliary Schol-
arship recipient was determined.
The quarterly audit report was pre-
sented and approved.
During the business meeting

donation was made to the National
Home.  Officers for the 2022-2023
year were elected. Installation will
be Tuesday, June 2, with Val Gal-
loway being the installing officer.  
The officers elected were Pres-

ident Victoria Shaw, Senior Vice

President Val Galloway, Junior
Vice President Wanda Winders,
Secretary Joy Davis, Treasurer
Judy Hull, Chaplain Lionel Shaw,
Conductress Ann Wasson, Guard
Barbara Holman, Trustee #1 Li-
onel Shaw, Trustee #2 Barbara
Holman, Trustee #3 Wanda
Winders, Historian Vivian Davis,
Patriotic Instructor Vivian Davis
with Assistant Conductress Ruth
Miller and Assistant Patriotic In-
structor June Willis.  
The seven members attending

were Joy Davis, Vivian Davis, Val
Galloway,  Judy Hull, Ruth Miller,
Lionel Shaw and Victoria Shaw. 
The next scheduled auxiliary

meeting is Thursday, May 12 at
the Charlene Teague Genealogy
Center on Main Street.   The time
of the meeting will be 7 p.m.  All
members are encouraged to at-
tend.

ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday, April 30, 2022 9:30 a.m.
16433 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. - New London
Household & Misc.: Dining set; modern bed & dresser; nice
computer desk; pots; pans; dishes; plastic ware; utensils; file cab-
inets; fans; heaters; desk; office supplies; Savin 2518d copier;
Brothers copiers; keyboards & monitors; window AC; new Copper
cooler on wheels; turkey fryer; lamps; Christmas decorations;
games; CDs; DVDs; projector & screen; nice hand bags &
purses; dressers; coolers; CharGriller smoker grill; bicycle; etc.
Antiques & Collectibles: Marble top dresser; Victorian bed;
cedar chest; quilts; cast-iron; glassware; old costume jewelry;
jewelry boxes; old Singer machine; hat box & hats; Royal type-
writer; Seth Thomas mantle clock; coffee jar; new Bear Seed
Corn jacket; Jewell tea; small crocks; old utensils; old tools; Pen-
zoil bottle; Shawnee flower pot; nail keg; canes; trunk; wood
boxes; power horns; old watches; model cars; belt buckles.
HUNTING, FISHING & CAMPING: Very large amount of misc.
gun parts; large amount of misc. ammo; reloading equipment;
RCBS press; MEC reloaders; bullets; lead; brass; dies; Black
Powder items; gun gases; ammo boxes; Daisy parts; gun clean-
ing kits; holsters; shooting sticks; bows; 150-200 fishing rods &
reels; tackle boxes; sinkers; hooks; casting nets; dip nets; misc.
fishing equipment; sinker molds; trolling motors; filet knives;
camping supplies; lanterns; tents; back pack; bags; tarps; etc.
TOOLS & MISC.: 15 HP LP or gas generator; Stihl trimmer; 435
Husky saw; Puma air compressor; battery chargers; air tanks;
battery & electric tools; shop vac; jack stands; handyman jack;
bottle jacks; floor jacks; log chains; wood machinist’s chest; good
amount of misc. hand tools; water pump & tank; 6’ ATV snow
blade; car cover; more not listed.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Many items not listed or pictured.

Local Private Estate
TERMS: Cash or good check with proper ID • Lunch Served 

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS
ANNOUNCEMENTS DAY OF SALE TAKE PRECEDENCE 

SORRY NO CREDIT OR DEBIT CARDS
OVER ALL OTHER ADVERTISING

www.harlowauctions.com

Customer 
Appreciation

Day
GIROD’S 

GREENHOUSE
Saturday, April 30

FREE DONUTS & COFFEE
Bedding Plants, Bulk Seed

Baskets & Planters
DAVID & LIZZIE GIROD

19256 Pike 476
Bowling Green, MO 63334
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To All The
Great Ladies

Pike County Health
Department, Home
Health & Hospice

324-2111

Connie Bair, Kelly
Hunt & Jayne Yoder

Bowling Green
Superintendent’s

Office
700 W. Adams
324-5441

To All Our 
Dedicated Staff
State Farm
Insurance

1210 Bus. 61 S.
Bowling Green

324-5534

To Our
Dedicated Staff

County Market
Twin Pike Shopping

Center
Louisiana

754-6299

To All Our
Fine Staff

Dyno
Nobel

Louisiana

754-4501

Melinda
LaCrosse 

Lumber Co.
1014 W. Adams
Bowling Green

324-5431

Lori Orf

Orf
Construction
15181 Pike 313
Bowling Green

324-3552

Debbie Ingram
& Bonnie Ingram

Ingram
Plumbing

1240 Bus. Hwy. 61 S.
Bowling Green

324-5257

All Our 
Great Staff

County Market
Pharmacy

Inside
Save A Lot

324-3383

Sasha Rue, 
Jill Watts

Peggy Pettey
Bowling Green &

Frankford 
Elemenetary

School

To All Our
Dedicated Staff

NECAC
North East Community Action Corporation

16 N. Court
Bowling Green

324-2231

Ami
Schuckenbrock

Shelter 
Insurance

Frank Wallace, agent
Vandalia

594-2235

Ellen Meyer

Bowling Green
Middle School 

700 W. Adams
Bowling Green

324-3962

To all of  our
wonderful staff !

County
Market

1555 W. Hwy. 54
Vandalia

594-6430

Trecia Groshong
Denise Groshong

Amy Gronek & Christy Hall

Silex
School District

64 Hwy. UU
Silex

384-5227

Angi & Donna
Bibb-Veach

Funeral Homes
Bowling Green

Silex

324-2211

Gail & Julie

Meyer
Implement Co.

16398 Bus. Hwy. 61
Bowling Green

324-5261

Bowling Green
School District

700 W. Adams
Bowling Green

324-5341

These area businesses salute their 
administrative professionals

Have a great day!!

Wednesday,
April 27

Diane Dempsey

Craig Bowen
CPA

14 N. Court
Bowling Green

324-2343

Ann Brewer
Tina Sprague
Kelly Hunt

Bowling Green
School District

700 W. Adams
Bowling Green

324-5341

Kim
Dawson

Dawson’s
Collision Center

1212 Bus. 61 S.
Bowling Green

324-2422

Clopton 
& Pike-Lincoln
Tech Center Staff

Clopton School
Board &

Administration
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Meyer Implement Co.
16398 Hwy. 61 North

Bowling Green, MO 63334
573-324-5261

926 Business Hwys. 24 & 36 East
Monroe City, MO 63456

573-735-4546
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Spring Home Improvement 2022

Machinery & Tool Rentals - A Division of Ingram Plumbing

1240 S. Bus. Hwy. 61 - Bowling Green - 324-5257

Equipment
John Deere 17G Trackhoe - $200
John Deere 35GTrackhoe - $250
Trencher (ride on) - $250
Trencher (walk behind) - $160
Kubota - $200
Scissor Lift - $100
Boom Lift - $200
Dump Trailer - $85
Concrete Tools
Concrete Saw (walk behind) - $75
Concrete Saw (hand held) - $50
Electric Concrete Saw - $50
Diamond Blade - 14” - $35
Compressor $100
Plumbing
Elec. Sewer Mach. 100’ - $75
Elec. Small Drain Drill - $30
Lawn & Garden
Brush Cutter - $60
Power Rake - $50
Rear Tine Tiller - $50
Lawn Roller - $15
Lawn Aerator - $15
Lawn De-thatcher - $15
Leaf Blower - $10
Power Washer - 3300 PSI - $60
Power Washer - 3000 PSI - $40
Painting
Paint Sprayer - $80
Acoustic Sprayer - $60
Scaffolding

Pike Rental Center, Inc.
Flooring Equipment
Floor Buffer - $50
Sander - Floor - $50
Sander - Edger - $35
Carpet Cleaner - $25
Carpet Stretcher - $30
Carpet Knee Kicker - $15
Carpet Iron - $20
Vinyl Floor Roller - $20
Hardwood Floor Nailer - $20
Pneumatic Air Floor Nailer - $40
Misc. Tools/Equipment
Gas Nail Compressor - $50
Electric Compressor - $40
Framing Gun - $25
Nail Bullet Gun - $25
Roofing Gun - $25
Pneumatic Stapler - $20
Generators
Transit Level w/tripod - $30
Laser Level w/tripod - $75
Pipe Laser - $75
Electric Tile Saw w/stand - $50
Angle Drill - $20
Electric Drill - $20
Hole Hog Drill - $20
Chop Saw - $30
Miter Saw - $25
16’ Step, 24’, 32’ Ext. Ladders - $25
40’ Extension Ladder - $30

& Much More

ALL RENTALS REQUIRE A DEPOSIT & MUST BE PAID FOR WHEN RETURNED

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-noon

The DIY movement has inspired many
homeowners to tackle home repair and remod-
eling projects on their own. DIY projects can
be rewarding, and many homeowners who
have embraced the DIY movement have dis-
covered talents they never before knew they
had.

But no matter how simple popular home
renovation television shows make remodeling
projects appear, homeowners should know
that such undertakings are far more difficult
than they appear on television. Homeowners
who overestimate their abilities and the time
they have to complete projects can cost them-
selves substantial amounts of money. In fact,
there are a variety of reasons homeowners
might want to work with professional contrac-
tors when tackling home improvement proj-
ects.

Experience
A trial and error approach can work with

various projects and problems. But applying
such an approach to home improvement proj-
ects is risky and potentially dangerous, not to
mention costly. Experienced professional con-
tractors with strong track records (seek recom-
mendations from friends or neighbors) won't
have to go through trial and error and are
therefore more likely than DIYers to complete
a project on time and on budget.

Inspiration
One oft-overlooked benefit of working with

professional contractors is the likelihood that
they can draw up ideas for projects that home-
owners might otherwise never have thought
up on their own. Homeowners without spe-
cific ideas in mind can ask contractors to come
up with various scenarios before committing
to a particular one. Veteran contractors can

draw on years of experience to create designs
that DIYers might be incapable of coming up
with and/or incapable of seeing through to
completion.

Cost
Conventional wisdom suggests it's less ex-

pensive to do something yourself than to hire
someone else to do it for you, but that's not
necessarily true of home improvement proj-
ects. Labor costs typically account for a sub-
stantial amount of professionally contracted
projects, but homeowners can cut those costs
by volunteering to do some of the simpler
tasks themselves. 

In addition, contractors often purchase ma-
terials at a much lower cost than individual
homeowners because contractors buy in bulk.
So while labor costs might be lower on DIY
projects, the cost of materials can offset those
savings.

Resale Value
Many homeowners renovate their homes

with eyes on improving the resale value of
those homes. But if homeowners want to
showcase a newly remodeled kitchen when
selling their homes, they should be prepared
for prospective buyers to ask who worked on
the project. Fearing potential problems down
the road, some buyers might be put off by
homes that were remodeled by DIYers and not
professional contractors.

Renovating a home on your own can be a
rewarding project for homeowners. But it's
important that homeowners recognize the
many benefits of working with professional
contractors before making any final decisions
with regard to who will tackle their next proj-
ect.

The Benefits Of Hiring Professional Contractors

LIGON’SLIGON’S
Flooring

705 N. Bus. Hwy. 61 - Bowling Green
324-3030

Dreamweaver 
Stain-Proof Carpet

Expert Installation Available

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday - By Appointment

Owner/Installer Mike Ligon

•Carpet 
•Vinyl

•Hardwood
•Waterproof
Vinyl Plank

Fully Insured

We Are Your
Flooring 

Headquarters

THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE

The area’s ONLY locally-owned & operated newspaper
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New Arriva
ls Weekly 

Throug
hout Sp

ring!

Seed 
Potatoes 

& 
Onion Sets 

are here for your 
early spring 

planting

We also carry Milkhouse candles 
Check Out Our New Line 
Of Fairy Garden Supplies!

Also come & check out one of the largest selection of flags 
with over 4,000 to choose from & don’t miss out on 
accessories for your home & garden with items like
mailbox covers, decorative yard signs & door mats

We Carry:
•Bulk Mulch •Annuals
•Perennials  •BULK SEED
•Shrubs •Trees • vEG-

ETABLE PLANTS
•Concrete Statuary

•Bird Baths
•Gazing Balls & Stands
•Pottery •Glazed Pots

& Much More

Come see us this spring
for all your 

planting needs

South Outer Road - Hwy. 161 - Bowling Green - 324-5757
HOURS

Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call For Extended Seasonal Hours

Proven Winners - Certified Garden Center

Steps To A More Organized, Functional Garage
Organization can help homeowners trans-

form their homes into less cramped, more spa-
cious oases without forcing them to finance
potentially expensive expansion projects.

Homeowners who park in their driveways
may find that their garages have become
crowded, cluttered spaces in which searching
for tools can feel like scouring a haystack in
search of a needle. Organizing a garage can
create extra room in a home while affording
homeowners the chance to protect their vehi-
cles from the elements. Homeowners who
want to turn their garages into something more
than cluttered storage units can employ the
following strategies to transform these largely
overlooked areas into more valuable spaces.

· Choose the right day. Garages tend to be
separate from the rest of the homes they're a
part of, meaning the only way to organize a
garage is to first remove all items from the
garage and into the driveway. Because items
removed from the garage will be exposed to
the elements, homeowners should choose a
day that's temperate and sunny to clean their
garages. If possible, homeowners should opt
to organize their garages in late spring, sum-
mer or early fall when there are additional
hours of daylight. This protects homeowners
from having to work in the dark should the job
take longer than they initially anticipated.

· Discard or donate duplicate items. Dupli-
cate items are some of the main culprits be-

hind cluttered garages. As garages gradually
become more cluttered, homeowners may buy
tools they already have simply because they
cannot find their original tools. When organ-
izing the garage, create separate piles for du-
plicate tools, placing still-useful items in a pile
that can be donated to neighbors, local chari-
ties or organizations and another pile for old
tools that are no longer useful.

· Host a garage sale. Homeowners who
want to organize their garages and make a
buck at the same time can host garage sales.
Make only those items that are still functional
available for purchase, and let neighbors and
bargain hunters do the bulk of your organiza-
tion work for you.

· Designate areas of the garage for certain
items. Once the items that won't be going back
into the garage have been sold, donated or dis-
carded, organize the garage by designating
areas for certain items, making sure to sepa-
rate items that can pose safety risks. For ex-
ample, store kids' bicycles and outdoor toys in
a corner of the garage that is opposite the cor-
ner where potentially dangerous items such as
power tools and gas cans will be stored. Keep
the center of the garage open for vehicles.

· Periodically park cars in the garage.
Homeowners who are comfortable parking
their vehicles in their driveways can improve
their chances of maintaining organized
garages over the long haul by periodically

parking in the garage. Doing so not only pre-
vents the gradual buildup of clutter that can
slowly take over a garage, but also protects
homeowners' automotive investments.

Maintaining an organized garage can help
homeowners make more practical use of the
space in their homes.

Did You Know?
Many homeowners have lofty goals for

their homes. Such plans may include exten-
sive renovations or even additions. While
many of these projects create beautiful
changes in a home, it's important to consider
the impact that renovations can have on prop-
erty value before beginning a project. Many
home improvement projects do not add as
much value as homeowners may think they
do. In fact, some homeowners "overbuild" for
their neighborhoods. This means the amount
of money invested in improvements can likely
never be recuperated because the house value
simply exceeds those around by too much
money. To avoid overbuilding, homeowners
can ask themselves several questions before
beginning a renovation project.

· Will my house be the largest house in the
neighborhood? Larger homes tend to have a
lower price per square foot, so you may not
want to improve to this extent.

· Will the house blend with others in the area?
If your house will stick out like a sore thumb, it
will detract from its own value and could impact
the value of other homes in the area.

· Have I examined the cost vs. value of the
project? Many home improvement resources
analyze the cost of a project versus the overall
value of that project with regard to property
value. For example, a $100,000 basement re-
model may not add $100,000 to the value of
the home in the event you choose to sell down
the line. It's important to know which projects
provide the best return on investment.

THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE
The area’s ONLY locally-owned & operated newspaper!

•••  www.thepeoplestribune.com  •••
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1014 W. Adams
Bowling Green

324-5431

123 N. Main
Louisiana
754-4500

301 N. Main
Vandalia
594-6448

“The oldest, most
reliable lumber &
hardware company

in the midwest
since 1873”

TOUGH JOB? NO PROBLEM!
Get that spring work done - LET US HELP!

Check Our Great Rates On Rental Equipment For All Your 
Lawn & Garden Projects

Rentals available at Bowling Green store only

When It Can Be Smart To Hire A Painting Pro

Skid Steer
Track Cat 239D 

With 1 Bucket

$275 
Daily

Dingo W/Bucket $150 Daily
Dingo Trencher $75 Daily
Dingo Auger $75 Daily
Compact Excavator w/thumb

$250 Daily

BUILDING PRO., INC.
New Homes • Remodeling • Decks

Commercial & Steel Frame
Concrete Work

FULLY INSUREDFULLY INSURED
Mark Long • Aaron Long
470-2911  •   470-0157

•Termite Treatment - Pre/Post Construction
•Pest Control - Spiders - Roaches - Ants - Fleas - Mice

•Stinging Insects        •Bed Bugs Heat Treatment
573-324-2313 - www.midwestpestpros.com

midwestpest@outlook.com

New Customers $20 Off Initial Service

Family Owned & Operated For Over 40 Years! 
Mick, Jane, Danny, George, Jennifer & Susan 

MICK MEHLER & SONS, INC. 
BACKHOE, EXCAVATING & SEPTIC PUMPING  

99 Mehler Drive – Silex 
573-384-5978 

Fully Insured

•Electric Lines 
•Water Lines 
•Sewer Lines 
•Septic Systems
•Storm Sewers 
•Septic Pumping 
•Drain Tiles 
•Backhoe Work 
•Trak-hoe Work 
•Hi-lift Work 

•Bobcat Work 
•Demolition Work 
•Dump Truck Work 
•Directional Boring 
•All types of 

Rock Trenching 
•Challenger & Scraper Work 
•Equipment Hauling 
•Building Lakes 
•Building Ponds

Few things can revitalize a home more readily than
a fresh coat of paint.

Thanks in part to the affordability of paint and its
ease of application, painting is something that even
novice DIYers can typically handle. According to the
marketing advice guru Brandon Gaille, it is estimated
that residential interior paint only lasts around three
years before it needs to be updated. Exterior paint can
fade, chip and peel due to various environmental fac-
tors. As a result, many homes can likely use a fresh

coat of paint in at least one room.
As DIY-friendly as painting can be, when attempting

to paint the interior or exterior of their homes, home-
owners may learn that some painting projects are best
left to the professionals. Painting requires skill, patience
and a knowledge of how various paints - including fin-
ishes for particular applications - will hold up. Novice
painters may do more harm than good by dripping paint
on expensive carpeting or floors or fail to recognize the
nuances that indicate a spot-on painting job.

Professional painters have spent hours upon hours
learning the ropes of what works - and what does not.
Painters often understand that painstaking preparatory
work is crucial to getting pristine finished results. Walls
and ceilings must be properly repaired and prepared
even before a base coat is applied.

Professional painters also have an eye for details.
And because professional painters make a business
out of doing interior and exterior surfaces, they under-
stand which techniques can improve efficiency. That

means a professional job can typically be completed
much more quickly than a DIY project.

Even though some people think they'll save money
by painting their own homes, that's not necessarily true.
Professionals already have all the equipment neces-
sary, unlike novices who may need to make repeated
and potentially costly trips to the hardware store for sup-
plies. Plus, if mistakes happen, DIYers have to spend
additional time and money fixing them.
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kerns construction
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTING

•New Homes
•Remodeling/Additions
•Basements
•Foundations
•Driveways
•Grading

Insured • Bonded

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Locally Owned & Operated

“Age of Property 
Doesn’t Matter”
324-3433Bowling Green

BOWLING GREEN REDI-MIX

Business Highway 61 North 
Bowling Green

324-3433

Concrete & Supplies
The ONLY Plant LOCALLY Owned & Operated

Fiber • Calcium • Rock • Sand • Gravel
•Commercial Construction
•Residential Construction

•County Pavement
•Back Filling
•Driveways
•Basements
•Snow Removal
•Splash Blocks
•Grading
•Rebar
•Wire Mesh

•Fiber Mesh
•Exposed Aggregate Mixes
•Flowable Fill
•Anchor Bolts
•Bag Cement
•Zip Strip
•Reinforcing 

Sealers
•Surface Retarder

SATURDAY
DELIVERY
RADIO

DISPATCHED

Few things are better than having a func-
tional and beautiful outdoor space to entertain
guests. Having a great outdoor space enables
a person to host parties or intimate gatherings
all year long. Establishing an entertaining
space and maintaining that space are essential
when planning another year of fun in the sun.

There are many things homeowners can do
to ensure their entertaining space is safe and
functional. As the season approaches, include
some landscaping and decorating components
to your preparatory plans to make the space as
comfortable and aesthetically appealing as
possible.

Here are a few key tips for readying your
yard for entertaining possibilities. Expand on
these basics to customize an area for your
unique needs.

* Check the area for any needed repairs.
Prior to your first entertaining session, look
over the deck or patio to take note of any flaws
that may present safety hazards. Are there any
loose railings? Are all screws and nails flush
so they do not cause tripping? Are there any
cracks in concrete or loose patio blocks? Be

sure to remedy all of the repairs needed to en-
sure guests will be safe. If you are unsure of
any structural deficits, consult with a contrac-
tor.

* Hire a reputable contractor. If you are just
laying the groundwork for a new patio or
deck, it is important to get the necessary per-
mits and then hire a person who has been
properly vetted. Check qualifications and li-
censing before hiring a contractor and ask to
view a portfolio of his or her previous work.
Word-of-mouth recommendations from
trusted friends and family members are good,
and you can also double-check qualifications
by contacting the Better Business Bureau to
see if any complaints have been lodged or use
a service such as Angie's List to read reviews
of his or her work.

* Think about closing in a portion of a deck
or patio. The use of a canopy, netting or even
greenery to protect an entertaining space can
help minimize weather-related damage to out-
door furniture. Netting will keep a good num-
ber of biting insects at bay when the weather
is warm and humid. Having a bit of conceal-

ment also means you can create a private
space that isn't easily viewed by neighbors or
passersby.

* Plan well-defined areas. Just as rooms
serve different purposes inside of the home,
outdoor areas can be separated according to
usage. Establish a sitting nook where guests
can gather and talk. Have a bar or serving area
where refreshments are made and served.
Make sure there is a shaded area for when the
sun is too uncomfortable to make sitting out-
side enjoyable. Similarly, have a sunny area
where people can soak up a few rays or dry off
after a dip in the spa or pool. Don't forget to
establish a spot for the kids to converge with
scaled-down amenities.

* Consider a fireplace or fire pit. For cen-
turies man (and woman) has gathered around
fire for socialization and a means to warming
up. Having a backyard fireplace, pit or
chiminea is a conversation-starter, a decora-
tive focal point, and a functional tool to extend
the number of seasons in which outdoor enter-
taining can take place. Place the fire wisely
and with concern for safety. It should be out
of the way of foot traffic, but central enough
so that it can be a gathering point.

* Invest in quality outdoor furniture.
Today's yards are extensions of a home's inte-
rior. Guests no longer want to sit on uncom-
fortable metal or plastic furniture. There are
many different outdoor sofas and chairs that
are as stylish as they are comfortable. These
pieces can be matched to the decor inside your
home for a cohesive look.

* Accessorize. Consider the creature com-

forts of indoors and mimic that outdoors.
Don't shy away from hanging artwork on an
exterior wall or using urns or pottery to deco-
rate the space. Weather-resistant materials en-
sure everything from clocks to televisions can
be used outdoors. Think about having an en-
tire set of serving dishes and other entertaining
items for the outdoors.

When refurbishing outdoor entertaining
areas, emphasize comfort, safety and function-
ality.

Prepare A Deck Or
Patio For Entertaining

THE PEOPLE’S

TRIBUNE
The area’s ONLY 
locally-owned & 

operated newspaper!
www.thepeoplestribune.com
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1964
15138 Pike 313 

(just off Hwy. 161 - Bowling Green)

324-3552

•Backhoe
•Skidsteer
•Grading
•Excavator
•Basements
•Dump Truck 
Services

•Directional
Boring

Commercial
Residential

State Certified 
SepticInstallers

••Fully Insured•• ••Bonded••

Water • Sewer 
Excavation
Mains

Services

Certified In Pike,
Lincoln, St. Charles,

Warren, Ralls, Marion
& Audrain counties

Orf Construction Inc.
700 W. Champ Clark Dr. • Bowling Green • 324-5400

PLAN SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE!

We can supply all your building needs . . . . .
From foundation to roof & the complete interior

Framing Lumber  Plywood   Drywall
Insulation   Treated Lumber
Doors    Windows   Paint

Electrical  Plumbing   Tools  Siding
Ceilings   Hardware   Cabinets

Spruce Up Your Yard!

Bus. Hwy. 61 - Bowling Green - 324-3466
ALL YOUR LAWN CARE SUPPLIESALL YOUR LAWN CARE SUPPLIES

Lawn Timber - Fertilizer
Mowers & Riding Mowers

Grass Seed - Yard Ornaments
1/2 Barrel Plants - Garden Seeds

Returns on home improvement projects
vary. In its annual Cost vs. Value Report, Re-
modeling magazine notes the projects that
yield the best returns on investment in a given
year. But a host of factors, including the type
of market (buyers' or sellers') and the region
where the home is being sold, ultimately com-
bine to determine if homeowners' investments
in home improvement projects will provide
the returns they were hoping for.

Though there's no way of guaranteeing a
home improvement project will yield a great
return, real estate professionals often cite im-
proving curb appeal as an excellent way to at-
tract prospective buyers and potentially get the
asking price or more when selling the home.
Improving curb appeal makes even more
sense in today's real estate market, when many
people do their own searching via real estate
websites such as Trulia or Zillow. When using
such sites, buyers will likely be less inclined
to click on a listing if exterior photos of the
property are not eye-catching.

Various projects, including tending to lawns
and gardens, can improve curb appeal. An
added benefit to focusing on landscaping to
improve curb appeal is it promotes spending
time outdoors in spring and summer. In addi-
tion, many lawn- and garden-related home im-
provement projects need not require
professional expertise.

1. Maintain a lush green lawn.
Lawns that fall into disrepair may not give

buyers a correct impression about how home-
owners maintained their homes. Lawns with
multiple dead spots and grass that appears
more brown than green may lead many buyers
to assume that the home's interior was equally
ill-cared for. Maintaining lush green lawns is
not as difficult as it may seem. Applying fer-
tilizer and aerating at the appropriate times of
year (this varies by region) can promote strong
roots and healthy soil, making it easier for
grass to survive harsh conditions like drought.
When watering in summer, do so in early
morning or evening so as little water is lost to
evaporation as possible.

2. Address brown patch.
Even well-maintained lawns can fall vic-

tims to brown spots. According to the lawn
care professionals at TruGreen, lawns in re-
gions with hot temperatures and high humidity
can be infected with brown patch, a common
lawn disease that is caused by fungus, which
can produce circular areas of brown, dead
grass surrounded by narrow, dark rings. Penn
State's College of Agricultural Sciences notes
that removing dew that collects on grass
leaves each morning, which can be accom-
plished by mowing or dragging a water hose
across affected areas, can be an effective way
to reduce brown patch. Homeowners without

much lawn care experience can consult pro-
fessional landscapers to address the issue. But
those looking to sell their properties should
note that buyers often walk the grounds of
homes they are considering buying. So ad-
dressing any issues on the lawn should be a
priority for sellers.

3. Confine dogs to certain areas.
Dog owners may want to let their pets roam

free in their yards. But homeowners about to
put their properties up for sale may want to
confine their four-legged friends to certain
areas. That's because dog urine can be high in
nitrogen. Nitrogen itself is not harmful to
lawns, but in high concentrations it can con-
tribute to yellow or brown spots. Also, highly

acidic dog urine may even adversely affect pH
levels in the soil.

Curb appeal can go a long way toward
helping homeowners sell their homes, and a
lush lawn can be used to catch the eye of
prospective buyers.

Three Ways To Use Your Lawn 
To Improve Curb Appeal

•Termite Treatment - Pre/Post Construction
•Pest Control - Spiders - Roaches - Ants - Fleas - Mice

•Stinging Insects        •Bed Bugs Heat Treatment
573-324-2313 - www.midwestpestpros.com

midwestpest@outlook.com

New Customers $20 Off Initial Service

BUY LOCAL!!
Be sure to patronize
the local businesses

that support our area
teams and schools!!

Pike CountyPike County
Title CompanyTitle Company
215 W. Church • Bowling Green

324-5880
We Look Forward To Serving You
• Construction Loan Dispersals
• Title Insurance
• Title Searches
• Real Estate Closing

In Business Since 1893!   www.pikecountytitle.com

Let Me Help You Find The Property
Of Your Dreams

Denise Leverett

Cell 314-504-4832
Office 636-929-3336

www.rplandco.com

Your Local Pro In Real Estate Services

•Honest      •Trustworthy
•Knowledgeable Of The Local Market

•Always Working For What’s In Your Best Interest

Buying or Selling - 
Let Me Help!
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Pictured is Betty Dolbeare, right, and Kayla Caldwell, during Dol-
beare’s recognition by the Louisiana Rotary Club.

Betty Dolbeare Honored By
Louisiana Rotary Club
Recently The Rotary Club

of Louisiana had the privilege
of recognizing member Betty
Dolbeare for her wonderful
support of The Rotary Foun-
dation ever since she received
her first Paul Harris recogni-
tion back in 1997. 
It should be noted that

Betty’s late husband, Ray,
was also a multiple Paul Har-
ris Fellow.  The two of them
set a shining example to their
family as evidenced by the
fact that their sons Greg and
Eric and their wives, Edna
and Roberta, are also Paul
Harris Fellows.  
In Rotary we make dreams

a reality through extraordi-
nary projects and activities
here at home and around the
world. These projects would
not be possible without the
generous support of Rotarians
and dedicated friends of our
Foundation like Betty.  Her
gifts are truly selfless actions
and demonstrates her com-
mitment to our common goals
of world understanding and
peace. 
The mission of The Rotary

Foundation is to support the
efforts of Rotary International
in the fulfillment of their mis-
sion. The programs of The
Rotary Foundation include an
array of projects that save and
invigorate the lives of people

around the world and enhance
international friendship and
understanding.  Foundation
programs provide food,
potable water, health care, im-
munizations, shelter, and ed-
ucational opportunities for
millions of persons. Differen-
tiating Rotary from many
other organizations, these ac-
tivities are funded, imple-
mented and managed by
Rotarians and Rotary clubs
around the globe.
The Louisiana Rotary Club

has long recognized Rotari-
ans who contribute to The
Rotary Foundation. There-
fore, the President of Rotary
International and the Chair-
man of the Trustees of The
Rotary Foundation experi-
enced great pleasure present-
ing Betty Dolbeare a multiple
Paul Harris Fellow lapel pin
representing a Paul Harris
plus seven in appreciation of
her generous contributions
over the years. 

Clopton Alumni Association
Memorial Scholarship Fund Donations
The Clopton Alumni Asso-

ciation Memorial Scholarship
Fund received the following
memorials, donations, and
honor gifts from  Jan. 1- April
15.
In memory of  Benny Mac

Hall given by Louis and Jane
Busch.
In memory of Peggy

Lamme Wills given by Mary
Jane Marshall, Joanne Ham-
muck.
In memory of Sidney

Mitchell given by Jill Yarbro.
In memory of Hubert

Welch given by Joanne Ham-
muck, Robert and LaVerne
Wright, Clinton Wright,
David and Janice Robinson.
In memory of Roger

Sperry given by Carol
Crouse, Charles William and
Shirley Simpson, Robert and
Linda Frank, Robert and LaV-
erne Wright, Bill and Linda
Blakey, Robert and Bonnie
O’Shea, Shirley Welch How-
land, Ronnie Sperry Family,
Fran Grimes, James T. and
Glenna Setzer, Joanne Ham-
muck.
In memory of Bill Harrison

given by Joanne Hammuck,
Judy Taylor Brown.
In memory of William

Horton “Tim” Brown given
by Nora Teague, Beverly and
Rodes  Hood Family: Julie
and Glen Leverenz, Eric and
Karen Hood,  and Matthew
Hood Family, Robert and
LaVerne Wright, Douglas and
Kristy Sisco, Carol Crouse.
In memory of Ruth Scog-

gin given by Daniel and Heidi
Scoggin.
In memory of Wilma

Lagemann given by John and
Margaret Gray, Douglas and
Kristy Sisco.
In memory of Kevin Moul-

ton given by Sherry Lockard
and Donald Corwin, Penny
Love and Douglas Thomas,
Tim and Donna Calicott,
Douglas and Kristy Sisco, Jan
(Hill) and Floyd Norrick.
In memory of Jennifer

Bryant given by Sherry
(Lockard) and Donald Cor-
win.
In memory of Clay How-

land given by Shirley Welch
Howland.
In memory of Richard A.

Smith given by Martha Sue
Smith.

In memory of Jim Sperry
given by Ronnie Sperry Fam-
ily.
In memory of Phil Sud-

darth given by Debbie
Roberts Adams.
In memory of Bertha Tay-

lor given by James and Donna
Pitzer.
In memory of John Bange

given by Robert and Linda
Frank.
In memory of Brenda

Shaw Galloway given by the
Class of 1957,  David and
Janice Robinson, Carol
Crouse, Barbara Crank
Palmer, Annette Magee Con-
rad, Robert and LaVerne
Wright.
In memory of Mike Mc-

Crory given by Judy Taylor
Brown.
In memory of Lilburn Gre-

gory given by Judy Taylor
Brown.
In memory of Vernon

Brown given by Judy Taylor
Brown.
In memory of deceased

members of the Class of 1967
Tom and Paulette Buchholz.
In memory of Dennis

Curry given by Robert and
LaVerne Wright.
In memory of Charlotte

Griffith given by Robert and
LaVerne Wright.
In memory of Lionel War-

ren given by William and
Linda Blakey.
In memory of Rusty Black

given by William and Linda
Blakey.
In memory of Debby and

Jerry Woodward given by
William and Linda Blakey.
In memory of Helen Wind-

miller Mirick given by
William and Linda Blakey.
In memory of Donnie Mir-

ick given by William and
Linda Blakey.
In memory of Jim Grimes

given by Fran Grimes and
Family:  Drew and Stephanie
and Family, and Ashley and
Clint Angler and Family.
The following supporters

also made Donations to the
Clopton Alumni Association
and Scholarship Fund:
Golf Sponsors for 2022

Golf Tournament June 4:
Marion and Pamela Duff –
John Sitton and the John Nor-
man Sitton Scholarship Fund
John E. Davidson and the
John Davidson Scholarship
Fund
The following donors

made gifts in honor of the fol-
lowing:
In honor of Judy Allwood

given by Paulette and Tom
Powelson
In honor of Todd Smith

given by Martha Sue Smith

We Welcome Your
Local News

Federation Day
In celebration of spring and GFWC Federation Day on Sunday,

April 24 GFWC Chautauqua member Sue Deines and FOL member
Sandy Orf passed out books and bunnies in bags at LES Saturday,
April 2.  Now, bunnies and books are also at the Louisiana Library
courtesy of GFWC Chautauqua. Children can select a bag with a
book and bunny during their next visit to the library as long as they
last.

Clarksville
Garden Club
To Meet

Clarksville Garden Club
will be hosting an evening
meeting on Thursday, April
28 at the Christian Church
annex in Clarksville.  
The meeting will begin at

6:30 p.m.  It is the hope of
the club to attract those who
are not available for daytime
meetings. This is an excellent
opportunity for those inter-
ested in the garden club to
get to know what the club is
all about.  
The Clarksville Garden

Club is a member of the Mis-
souri Federated Garden
Clubs and is actively in-
volved in gardening educa-
tional programs.  
The club is also an active

sponsor of the annual Arbor
Day tree distribution to the
fourth grade classes at sur-
rounding schools, including
those in Louisiana, and
Bowling Green.  
They are also active in the

care and maintenance of the
various Purple Martin houses
on the Louisiana and
Clarksville riverfronts.  The
Clarksville Garden Club is
not exclusive to Clarksville
residents.  Their members are
from all over Pike County
and beyond. 
If you have any questions

about the upcoming meeting,
please feel free to call the
club President, Linda Prid-
geon at: 573-754-0249.  The
club looks forward to wel-
coming you.  Sandwiches
and refreshments will be
served. 
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