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Farmer-leaders of the
United Soybean Board (USB)
elected Meagan Kaiser as the
2023 Chair and nine addi-
tional grower directors to
serve on the Executive Com-
mittee during the USB De-
cember Meeting in St.
Charles, Missouri.

“During my tenure at
United Soybean Board, I’m
proudest of our achievements
in engagement for infrastruc-
ture investments,” said USB
Chair Meagan Kaiser from
Bowling Green, Missouri.
“As we’ve seen production
and transportation challenges
brought on by drought this
past growing season, farmers’
investments to the checkoff
are more critical than ever in
enhancing resilience on the
farm, building preference for
U.S. Soy and providing a re-
liable supply to our cus-
tomers. I’m impressed with
the strategic direction of our
board, and I look forward to
working as a collaborative
leader alongside our farmer-
leaders who represent more
than 30 states.”

Kaiser brings significant
experience and first-hand
knowledge of USB’s strategic
focus. She previously served
as Strategic Plan Task Force
Chair and oversaw a nearly
20-member committee that
created the current strategic
plan that prioritizes sustain-
able soy solutions for global
and domestic customers while
ensuring value and profitabil-
ity for U.S. soybean farmers.
Approved at the 2021 USB
July Meeting with unanimous
support, the Strategic Plan
Task Force served a critical
role in creating the plan, en-
gaging farmer-leaders and
value chain partners and en-
suring it reflected the future
state of the industry.

“Meagan is a true vision-
ary and leader in our indus-
try,” said Gary Wheeler,
Missouri Soybeans CEO and
executive director. “Meagan
has made an excellent
spokesperson for Missouri
agriculture and the soybean
sector. I am proud to see her
selected by her peers as Chair
for USB and I know she will
serve her fellow farmers
well.” 

Kaiser previously served
as Vice Chair, leading the
Value Alignment Committee,
in addition to Treasurer and
various other appointments
within the organization.

“Meagan’s commitment to
USB bodes well for what’s
ahead under her leadership to
make 2023 a memorable year
for the checkoff,” said USB
CEO Polly Ruhland. "This
past year, growth in renew-
able diesel, investments in cli-
mate smart agriculture,

challenges across our infra-
structure ecosystem and
global conflicts tested the ca-
pability of U.S. agriculture.
Our farmer-leaders are dedi-
cated to moving strategically
sound projects forward that
generate a lasting ROI for our
soybean growers.”

United Soybean Board’s
77 volunteer farmer-leaders
work on behalf of all U.S.
soybean farmers to achieve
maximum value for their soy
checkoff investments. These
volunteers create value by in-
vesting in research, education
and promotion with the vision
to deliver sustainable soy so-
lutions to every life, every
day across the three priority
areas of Infrastructure & Con-
nectivity, Health & Nutrition,
and Innovation & Technol-
ogy. As stipulated in the fed-
eral Soybean Promotion,
Research and Consumer In-
formation Act, the USDA
Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice has oversight responsibil-
ities for USB and the soy
checkoff. For more informa-
tion on the United Soybean
Board, visit unitedsoybean.
org.

Missouri Soybean Mer-
chandising Council

The Missouri Soybean
Merchandising Council is a
statewide, farmer-led organi-
zation focused on improving
opportunities for Missouri
soybean farmers through a
combination of research, out-
reach, education and market
development efforts through
the soybean checkoff. To
learn more, explore
mosoy.org.

2nd Annual Vandalia Lighted Parade Brings Joy
The 2nd Annual Vandalia Lighter Parade was held Saturday evening in downtown Vandalia. Pictured

is the truck and boat of Derek and Amy Kuda. The Kudas were the chairpersons of the parade. Pictured
skiing behind the decorated boat are, left: Kinley Kuda and Derek. See more pictures on page 7 of today’s
Tribune.
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Open House, Ribbon Cutting At Standard Wellness
What was a 22-acre tract of

farmland has turned into a
$15 million state-of-the-art
marijuana plant just outside
the city limits of Vandalia.  

Standard Wellness opened
its doors on Thursday, Dec. 8
for an open house complete
with presentations, lunch, and
tours of the new facility.   

Katie Harts of the com-
pany’s Cleveland, Ohio plant,
welcomed those attending
saying “the plant had come a
long way in the last year.  

“It has been a long, bumpy
road that was made easier by
Reinhart Construction and the
City of Vandalia,” she contin-
ued.  

CEO Derek Maloof who
came from the Cleveland,
Ohio plant, addressed the
crowd saying, “without the
team and their unwavering
focus, the plant would not be
where it is today.”  

“The project has been a
long one and started forever
ago,” Maloof continued.
“Colorado and California
have paved the way. The state
of Missouri (MoCAN) has
done an exceptional job. It
was said it couldn’t be done
when Ohio passed recre-
ational marijuana, but it was
built. It was said in Missouri
it couldn’t be done but he re-
marked, ‘look at this facility’.
I am extremely excited, and it
means the world to me.”  

Reinhart Construction took
over the job in about the mid-
dle of the construction due to
a change of plans.  

The facility currently em-
ployees 22 people with the
goal of hiring another 33 by
Jan. 31, 2023. Up until nine

days ago, employees had
been working out of pods.  

“The City of Vandalia
Mayor, Ralph Kuda, has done
a great job supporting use on
this project,” added Vandalia
resident Paul Ray, director of
operations recognized the in-
vestors, construction com-
pany, media, and employees.  

Ray believes that the in-
dustry could be traded on the
Chicago Board of Trade in the
future. He told investors,
“we’ve got your back. We
have been here one year and
are dedicated, and believe
teamwork builds culture and
helps to keep the momen-
tum.”  

According to Josh. He
pulled into Vandalia on Aug.
15 in a “crap car with a
UHaul from Las Vegas” and
has worked seven days a
week since.  

“To be clear we try to get
him to stop,” Harts joked.
“He just won’t.”  

On the tour of the facility,
the first room viewed was the
mother room which is a single
tier room with 7-12 plants.
The plants there are bigger
and are easier to access from
one tier. From there, every
room toured was a different
stage to recreate the perfect
plant.  

Next was the irrigation
room that feeds into the other
rooms approximately three
times a day along with hand
feeding. The plants are
planted in crushed lava rock
and wool.  

Each and every plant is
tagged for the state of Mis-
souri to inspect on occasion.  

It takes three weeks for the
roots to take hold in the three-
tier room of approximately
1,300 plants under LED
lights. This facility is the only
one in Missouri with the
three-tier design that has five
rows. It takes nine weeks for

Get ‘Em To The Church On Time
The Noble family, from left Josiah, Misty and Jordanna, guide

participants in the 29th annual Mid-Town Church Walk to Calvary
Episcopal on Sunday, Dec. 11. The event, sponsored by the
Louisiana Area Historical Museum, also included Bethel AME, First
Christian, First Baptist, Centenary United Methodist and First Pres-
byterian. Each church had 15 minutes to present a Christmas pro-
gram. Hymns, poetry, stories and sing-a-alongs were featured. The
walk marked the conclusion of a very successful year for the mu-
seum, which is closed for the season and will re-open next spring. 

Pictured is Paul Ray of Vandalia who is director of operations for
Standard Wellness marijuana plant in Vandalia giving a tour at the
open house/ribbon cutting on Thursday, Dec. 8.

Trib photos by Nancy Case
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Meagan Kaiser

Meagan Kaiser Elected To Serve As
United Soybean Board Chair

The Year That Christmas Stunk
By BRent engel

contRiButing WRiteR
Editor's note: Following is

the 50th anniversary edition
of a previously-published true
story by contributing writer
Brent Engel in honor of his
father, John Theodore "Jack"
Engel, who died on Dec. 22,
2013, at age 85, and family
friend Larry Eilers, who
passed on March 19, 2020, at
age 80. 

To me, the scents of the
season are just as important as
the sights.

And for that reason, Christ-
mas 1972 is one I’ll never for-
get.

In our house, the holiday
just wasn’t the same without
a real tree. To earn a little
extra scratch, my father had
joined a farmer friend, Larry,
in an agricultural business
venture.

By the time I was nine
years old, the firs and pines
they had planted were tall
enough to catch the eyes of
customers.

The trees had been planted

a quarter-mile from the barn
where Larry kept his hogs.
When he wasn’t teaching
classes at our small-town high
school or doing jobs around
the house, Dad helped Larry.

My father had grown up on
a farm, one that in 2022 is still
in the family after 192 years,
and so he loved the outdoor
work.

Dad traveled the four miles
to Larry’s farm in an old Ford
pickup he had bought for
$100. It chugged and heaved

see stunK on page 6

Increased Starting Wage For Pike Jail
To Avoid Suspended Operations

By BRice chandleR
editoR

The staffing dilemma fac-
ing several industries across
the nation may have claimed
another victim in Pike
County.  

According to a press re-
lease from Pike County Sher-
iff, Stephen Korte, he is
considering possibly suspend-
ing jail operations into the un-
foreseeable future due to
staffing shortages.   

“Due to the inability to re-
cruit and retain staff, we can
no longer safely continue to
operate,” Sheriff Korte wrote.
“This problem is not unique
to the Jail as most employers
in our area are struggling to
find and retain staff. Most no-
tably and comparable would

be the prison who is also short
staffed even though they have
a much higher starting level
of compensation. I am aware
of other counties in Missouri
who are finding themselves in
the same position.”  

In an effort to hire more
staff and avoid the closure,
the Pike County Commission
authorized Korte to begin ad-
vertising an increase to the
starting wages for jail staff
during their Dec. 8 meeting
ahead of the completion to the
2023 budget.  

“This is an effort to recruit
and retain jail staff,” Korte
said. “The new wage is $17
an hour, along with retirement
and health benefits. It is
hoped that this increase may
prevent or shorten a possible

suspension in jail operations.”  
Sheriff Korte went on to

explain in an update that the
Sheriff’s Office is currently
operating in crisis response
mode.  

“Between being short
seven of our allotted 23 em-
ployees, our normal opera-
tions and additional responses
to Louisiana due to their staff
situation,” he explained. “For
the 14-day pay period begin-
ning Nov. 24 and ending Dec.
7, our full-time staff worked
238 hours of regular overtime
and five reserve Deputies
worked 172 hours.”  

If the jail closes, Korte said
the current detainees would
likely be transferred to the
Audrain County Jail in Mex-

see Jail on Page 6 Louisiana
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Ornaments
Christmas trees are being

turned into creature features
in Louisiana.

The Louisiana Chamber
of Commerce is selling Mo
Mo the Missouri Monster or-
naments. The decorations
mark the 50th anniversary of
the 1972 sightings of the
large, hairy, stinky beast.

While there are books,
movies and even a song
about Mo Mo, no concrete
proof has ever been found.
But since the legend dates
back to Native American
times, many believe that
such a behemoth exists.

The Mo Mo ornaments
are $10 each and depict the
elusive critter in a Santa
Claus hat. An inscription
says “Mo Mo wishes every-
one a Merry Christmas.”

If you’d like one, call the
chamber at 573-754-5921 for
information.

Louisiana Christmas
Decorating Winners

Each year the Louisiana
Community Betterment
Assoc. sponsors a decorating
contest for residents and busi-
ness windows within the
Louisiana area.  This year, the
LCBA is pleased to announce
the followimg winners in
both categories.

Residential
First place: 1000 Georgia

Street
Second place: 210 Mary's

Drive
Third place: 2321 Oak

Drive
Business WindoWs

First Place: Fitz's Barber
Shop

Second Place: Hop's
Restaurant

Third Place: Beth White
Insurance

Many volunteer hours
went into the decorating of
some of the downtown busi-
ness windows and many
thanks goes to Carmen York
and Viki Cadwallader who
stepped forward to organize
that effort.  "They were an in-
valuable help to LCBA in
lighting up our downtown
business area for the enjoy-
ment of so many," stated
Diana Huckstep, LCBA
Chairperson.  "Our commit-
tee looks forward to working
with them and so many others
who contributed this year to
make Christmas in Louisiana
sparkle!  It truly is about team
work." said Huckstep.  Win-
ners will be notified and a
check presentation will take
place for all the winners.  
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Visitors With Flu-Like Symptoms Urged To Stay Home
Hannibal Regional Hospi-

tal officials are urging people
with flu-like symptoms to
avoid visiting loved ones who
are in the hospital. 
There has been a sharp in-

crease of influenza cases in
the community. To promote
the well-being of our patients,
team members and volun-
teers, an Infection Prevention
decision has been made to re-
quest that persons refrain
from visiting at the hospital if
they are exhibiting signs of
influenza.
Common signs and symp-

toms of the flu include:
Fever, chills feeling fever-

ish
Muscle or body aches
Headache
Cough
Runny or stuffy nose
Fatigue
Vomiting and diarrhea

(more common in children)
People should go to the

Emergency Room right away
if they get sick and experi-

ence any of the following
symptoms:
Children:
Fast breathing or trouble

breathing
Bluish skin color
Not drinking enough fluids
Not waking up or not inter-

acting
Being so irritable that the

child does not want to be held
Fever with a rash
Adult:
Difficulty breathing or

shortness of breath
Pain or pressure in the

chest or abdomen
Sudden dizziness
Confusion
Severe or persistent vomit-

ing
Adult or Children
Flu-like symptoms that im-

prove but then return with a
fever and worse cough
Influenza spreads by

droplets created when people
who have the flu cough,
sneeze, or talk.  The droplets
can land in the mouth or nose

of nearby people and it is also
spread by touching surfaces
with flu virus and then touch-
ing the mouth or nose.  
Influenza is contagious be-

ginning one day before symp-
toms start and up to 5-7 days
after symptoms begin. After
exposure to the flu virus,
symptoms begin in 1-4 days. 
Prevention of influenza:

Get a flu vaccine every year.
Stay away from people who
are sick.  Cover coughs and
sneezes and wash your hands
frequently.  Antiviral medica-
tions are available to treat in-
fluenza so contact your health
care provider as soon as pos-
sible if you experience symp-
toms.  

Hannibal Regional loca-
tions have disposable face
masks and hand sanitizer
available for patients and
guests.

With Appreciation
Calumet Missouri LLC would like to recognize

their employees who reached their service
anniversaries during 2022!

2022  SERVICE  AWARDS
April

Douglas J. Stanek
July

Leonard M. Grote
December

Bradley Shawn Guthrie

Bowling Green FFA Members

No Hunger Holiday Serves 200 Full Meals
Another terrific year for

the No Hunger Holiday. 200
full Thanksgiving meals pro-
vided to families in our com-
munity.
In person, they had about

15 Knights of Columbus
members, about five from the
St. Clement Ladies Sodality,
helping where needed, and
serving the crew coffee and
donuts in-between.  The John
and Gretchen Spegal family,
Deacon Chris Peterman from
Second Baptist Church, Fr.
Henry Ussher from St.
Clement, Mayor Jim Arico,
and last but far from least –
was Jason Davis, Ag teacher
at BGHS, and about 30 mem-
bers of the Bowling Green

FFA.  
The FFA was their usual

“well-oiled machine” – with
part of the group packing
boxes, and part carrying
boxes to people’s cars.  We
started a little early this year
– so most of the work was
done by the time the FFA had
to head back to school. 
Amazingly expenses were

down as well.  The total food
spend last year was $6,223,
with out of pocket spending
this year at $5,907.  The price
per pound on the turkeys was
much higher this year.  An-
other big savings is Deters
Dairy from Quincy, donated
100 percent of the milk – so
that saved about $900 off of

the total. 
The generosity of the com-

munity provided a surplus
this year of $4,514, which
will be passed on to the Hope
Center.  The Hope Center has
requested the donation come
in the form of food cards, to
assist them when donations
slow down in January and
February.   

One of the big changes we
had this year was Ann Glass,
and the Busy Bee-Hustlers 4-
H Chapter came out the night
before the event and carried
in all the (non-frozen) food
supplies, so they could set up
early for the event, a huge
help.

St. Clement Busy Bee-Hustlers

Vandalia Barber Shop
215B S. Main - Vandalia
573-594-3521

Tuesday - Wednesday -
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday By Appointment
All haircuts $10
Harold Williams

“Institute Of Higher Learning”
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3404 Georgia St.

Come In and Let One Of Our Sales Staff 
help You Find That New Or Quality 

Pre-Owned Vehicle
See Ryan Kent of Curtis Thomas

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE

485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED
- BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

Elks Hoop Shoot Winners
The Louisiana Elks Lodge held the Elks National Foundation Hoop

Shoot on Saturday, Nov. 5 in Louisiana.  Participants from 8-13 years
competed in the shoot. In the girls 12-13 age group, sisters Trinity
and Cyrinity Chatman went head to head with a tie of 20 baskets
each in the first round (of 25 shot).  It took two tie breaker rounds of
five shots each before Trinity took first place and Cyrinity second.
Other winners were Alexander Weaver (boys 8-9), Hunter Stribling
(boys 10-11), Daisy Stribling (girls 8-9) and Kylee Ahart (girls 10-11).
All first place finishers are invited to take part in the Northeast District
Hoop Shoot Saturday, Jan. 7 in O'Fallon.

Winter Bird-Walks
Planned For

Wakonda State Park
Bundle up and join the

2022 American Birding As-
sociation Young Birder of the
Year Zita Roberston and her
family at Wakonda State
Park at 7 a.m., on the follow-
ing Thursdays: Dec. 8, 15, 22
and 29, and Jan. 5 and 12. 
Zita will lead hikers on a

60-90 minute walk starting at
the Agate Lake parking lot.
What started with a pres-

entation at the local library
has progressed to Zita organ-
izing bird walks through the
park where participants will
not only see various species
of birds, but also learn tips
and tricks in identifying
them.
Wakonda State Park is lo-

cated three miles south of
LaGrange on U.S. Highway
61. For more information,
please call 573-655-2280. In
the event of inclement
weather, the walk will be
canceled.
For more information on

state parks and historic sites,
visit mostateparks.com. Mis-
souri State Parks is a division
of the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources.

Keep Safety In Mind When Donating Food This Holiday Season
Donating to food pantries,

food banks and soup kitchens
this time of year is a way to
reduce food waste and aid
families in need. But be
mindful of what you donate
and who will eventually re-
ceive the donated items.
“We need to think ahead of

time about their nutritional
needs and make food avail-
able to them in a way that is
safe and of high quality,” said
Londa Nwadike, extension
food safety specialist for the
University of Missouri and
Kansas State University.
“And that it is something that

they will be happy to bring
home to their families.”
She urges consumers to

check expiration dates before
donating food. “Those dates
can be confusing, but when
donating food we want to be
sure the product is not past
the ‘best by’ or ‘use by’ date,”
Nwadike said.
Infant formula product dat-

ing is regulated at the federal
level, but many states, includ-
ing Missouri, do not regulate
dating on other food products,
Nwadike said. “So, food
pantries actually can put
foods out after the (expira-

tion) date if they choose to.
It’s OK from a regulatory per-
spective, and the food still
may be safe,” she said.
Some warning signs that

foods may not be safe to eat
include cans that are dented
or bulging. 
Nwadike advises against

donating home-preserved
foods and repackaged foods.
“We just don’t know what has
happened from the time the
food was removed from its
original package and put into
a smaller bag,” she said. “We
don’t know how it was han-
dled or if something was in-
troduced to the original food.”
Nwadike suggests donat-

ing shelf-stable, nonperish-
able goods, which not only
last longer but don’t require
equipment by the pantry to
handle.
The U.S. Department of

Agriculture’s Center for Nu-
trition Policy and Promotion
publishes a nutrition guide
called MyPlate, which can be
an aid in donating healthy
foods. MyPlate suggests a
diet of fruits, grains, vegeta-
bles and proteins.

Fernau Wins Poster Contest
Silex Elementary fifth grader, Kayleigh Fernau, won first place in

the Missouri Arbor Day Poster Contest. Her poster beat out all other
posters submitted by fifth graders across the state of Missouri. She'll
receive prizes from The Missouri Community Forestry Council, Mis-
souri Department of Conservation and Forest ReLeaf of Missouri.
Mrs. Miller's art classroom will also receive a grant to purchase class-
room materials.

MDC Reports 16,032 Deer Harvested During Antlerless Portion
Preliminary data from the Mis-

souri Department of Conservation
(MDC) shows that deer hunters in
Missouri harvested 16,032 deer
during the antlerless portion of the
firearms deer season, Dec. 3-11. 

Top harvest counties were
Callaway with 451 deer har-
vested, Pike with 412, and Macon
with 348.

Last year’s antlerless-portion
harvest total was 15,019.

For current ongoing prelimi-
nary harvest totals by season,
county, and type of deer, visit the
MDC website at
extra.mdc.mo.gov/widgets/har-
vest_table/.

For harvest summaries from
past years, visit mdc.mo.gov/
hunting-trapping/species/deer/
deer-reports/deer-harvest-sum-
maries

The archery season runs

through Jan. 15, 2023. The alter-
native methods portion runs Dec.
24-Jan. 3, 2023.

Find more information on deer
hunting from MDC’s 2022 Fall
Deer & Turkey Hunting Regula-
tions and Information booklet,
available where permits are sold
and online at  mdc.mo.gov/ about-
us/about-regulations/fall-deer-
turkey-hunting-regulations-inform
ation.



Joseph Thomas
Pearl Sr.

Joseph Thomas Pearl Sr.,
88, of Bowling Green died
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022.

Funeral services for Joe
were Saturday at 11 a.m., at
Bibb-Veach Funeral Homes &
Crematory in Bowling Green.
Burial was in Curryville
Cemetery. 

Visitation was Friday from
4-7 p.m., at the funeral home.

Joe was born Jan. 17, 1934
in Louisiana, the son of
Joseph Cornelius and Mary
Lucrecia Mitchell Pearl. Joe
was united in marriage to
Mabel Minor in March of
1958. She preceded him in
death on Feb. 3, 1994. On
March 12, 1995 Joe was
united in marriage to Pamela
Runyon. She survives.

Joe grew up around the
Dover area and attended
school in Frankford and Lin-
coln School in Louisiana until
the eighth grade, when he
began farming. Later, Joe
would begin driving trucks
and liked to say he could
drive anything that had a
steering wheel. 

He joined the United States
Navy at a young age in 1953
so as to be with his brother.
After returning from the
Navy, Joe moved to Louisiana
where he worked as a farmer;
also spending time employed
at the foundry and the Van-
dalia Brick Plant, and driving
a road grader for the Pike
County road crew. 

Joe enjoyed fishing and
hunting. He also loved to
spend time with his family
and attending church activi-
ties while ministering to peo-
ple. Joe was raised Baptist,
but as he grew older he at-
tended many different denom-
inations. Joe also wrote a
song, “All I Have Belongs To
God”.

Joe is survived by his wife,
Pamela; children, Debbie Rid-
dley and husband, Claude of
Colorado Springs, Colo., Pam
Warfield of Hannibal, Bruce
Pearl and wife, Kathy of New
Hartford, Leona Hobbs of
Colorado Springs, Colo., and
Wilford Pearl and wife,
Sharon of Hannibal; step-chil-
dren, Melissa Miller and hus-
band, Craig of Bowling Green
and Jacqueline Starke and
husband, Reggie of Fayette;
17 grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren; siblings, Mag-
gie Parson of Oklahoma, Opal
Turner of Champagne, Ill.,
Helen Robinson of St.
Charles, Richard Pearl of
Boonville, Kenny Pearl of
Clarksville, and Wilford
Moore of Clarksville; along
with many nieces, nephews,
and cousins.

Joe was preceded in death
by his parents; his wife,
Mabel; a son, Tommy Pearl;
and eight siblings.

Memorials may be made to
the donor’s choice.

Online condolences may
be made at www.bibbveach.
com.

Denise Marie
Helm

Denise Marie Helm, 54, of
Vandalia died at her home on
Friday, Dec. 2, 2022.  

Cremation arrangements
are being handled by Waters
Funeral Home in Vandalia.  A
private service will be held at
a later by her family.

Denise was born May 31,
1968, the daughter of James
Thomas and Sandra "Sander-
son" Hinson in Spokane
Wash.  

She survived by her
mother, Sandra Alan; broth-
ers, James Hinson of Seattle
Wash., and Jason Hinson and
Gail Wilson of Mexico;  a

daughter; Nichole Helm and
Steven Mulnix of Brashear;
two sons, Nicholas Hinson of
Warrenton, and Nathan Hin-
son of Kirksville; grandchil-
dren, Serenity Holt, Ryelee
Holt, Nicholas Hinson, Car-
son Hinson, Caden Cellet,
Declan Helm, Madelyn Mul-
nix, Jace Mulnix, and Calvin
File.  

Denise was preceded in
death by her father, James
Thomas Hinson, a sister, An-
gela Vore and one grandchild,
Cameron Hinson.

She is also survived by her
long-time friend and fiancé,
Chris Webb.

Denise enjoyed everything
outdoors, including hunting
and fishing. She especially
loved spending time with her
family and being a grandma
to her grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to
Waters Funeral Home to help
with expenses.

Online condolences may
be made on Denise's memo-
rial page at www.watersfu-
neral.com.

Rick R. Shuford
Rick R. Shuford, 63, of

Louisiana died Tuesday, Dec.
6, 2022 at his home.  

Cremation rites are being
provided according to Rick’s
wishes.  

A memorial service was
held at 11 a.m., Monday at
Collier Funeral Home in
Louisiana.  

Visitation was from 10
a.m., until time of service.

Rick was born Dec. 20,
1958 in Louisiana to Harold
R. Shuford and Jeanette Ochs.
He was married to Jan
Lemons on Aug. 23, 1984.
She survives.

He is also survived by his
mother, Jeanette Ochs; a son,
Eric Shuford and wife,
Karissa; two grandchildren,
Isaac Shuford, 8, and
Annabelle Shuford, 4; a
brother, Trace Richards and
wife, Jessica; a sister, Liz
Shuford Glick; and other ex-
tended family.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Harold Shuford,
and grandmother, Eva Barber.

Rick was a lifelong resi-
dent of Louisiana.  He was
Baptist by faith.  He was em-
ployed with O’Donnell’s Pest
Control for 27 years and was
also active in his community.  

He was a long-term board
member for the Trimble Fund,
and a long time BONCL
school board member.  He en-
joyed woodworking, bowling,
hunting, and was an avid Car-
dinals baseball and Blues
hockey fan.

Memorials may be made to
the St. Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal in St. Louis.

Michelle 
Maddox

On Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022,
Michelle Lee Buchanan Mad-
dox, 50, died in Hannibal at
her daughter's home sur-
rounded by her family.

Visitation was from 11 a.m.
-1 p.m., Saturday at Collier
Funeral Home in Louisiana
with the funeral service fol-
lowing at 1 p.m.

Michelle was a CNA at
Beloved Nursing Home in
Hannibal.  She spent many
years taking care of and moth-
ering others.  

In her free time, she en-
joyed studying family history,
collecting anything to do with
bears, and cheering on the
Dallas Cowboys.  

She was baptized with her
daughters at Philadelphia
Baptist Church on June 4,
2006.  She would do anything
for her family and her grand-
children meant the world to
her.

Survivors include her six
children, Adriana Benjamin
and husband, Logan, Ashley
Maddox and husband,
Quentin, Helena Maddox and
husband, Cory, Lashelle Bau-
man and husband, Nathan,
Victoria Maddox and hus-
band, Seth, and Devin Mad-
dox; her father, Gerald
Buchanan Sr., and wife,
Brenda; four siblings, Scott
Buchanan and wife, Debbie,
Dave Buchanan and wife,
Dinah, Elizabeth Haiducek,
and Holly Brumbaugh and
husband, Jason; her adopted
daughter, Ashley Williamson
and husband, Rick; seven
grandchildren, Micah, Seren-
ity, Nolan, Elizabeth, Lincoln,
Leo, and Quentin Jr.; many
adopted grandchildren, cou-
sins, aunts and uncles, friends,
and her children's father.

Michelle is preceded in
death by her mother, Delene
Buchanan, her uncle, John
Buchanan, her cousin, Han-
nah Buchanan, her grandfa-
ther, Gerald Buchanan Sr, her
grandmother, Edith Buchan-
an, her father-in-law, Walter
Paul Maddox, her mother-in-
law, Gailetta Maddox, and her
best friend, Cindy Wharton.

Lynn Marie
McCurdy

Lynn Marie McCurdy 67
of Monroe City went to be
with her Lord, Sunday, Nov.
20, 2022. 

Funeral services were at 10
a.m., Saturday, Nov. 26 at
Monroe City First Baptist
Church, Monroe City with the
Rev. Josh Chambers officiat-
ing. Graveside services fol-
lowed at Mt. Olivet Cemetery,
Vandalia.  

Visitation was held Friday,
Nov. 25 from 5-8 p.m., at the
Monroe City First Baptist
Church.  

Lynn was born Oct. 6,
1955 in Vandalia, the daugh-
ter of Jack Osborn and Alice
Virginia Ruth Ames Heaston.

She attended Van-Far High
School.  She was a member of
the Monroe City First Baptist
Church, Monroe City. She
worked many years as a phar-
macy tech for Gateway Phar-
macy, Monroe City. 

Lynn was born the fourth
daughter of Jack and Alice
Heaston. She married the love
of her life, Raymond Mc-
Curdy, Oct. 18, 1970. He sur-
vives of the home.  

They spent 52 years being
the very best friends and
building a wonderful life to-
gether. Lynn dearly loved her
two daughters and was over-
joyed to have been blessed
with seven grandchildren.  

She is also survived by two
daughters, Amy Becker and
husband, Seth and Katie In-
gram and husband, Derek;
grandchildren, Ceira House
and husband, Ralph, Cole
Kleindienst and Skylie Baker,
Aurora Ingram, Zane Ingram,
Keaton Becker, Autumn In-
gram, and Korbin Becker. She
is also survived by her sib-
lings, Judy Lybarger, Marsha
Jeffries, Beverly Stacy, Crys-
tal McCurdy and husband,
Bobby, Jack Heaston, Jr., and
several nieces and nephews.
Lynn will be deeply missed
by all that knew her. 

Lynn was preceded in
death by her parents.  

Pallbearers were Derek In-
gram, Seth Becker, Cole
Kleindienst, Bobby McCurdy,
Jack McCurdy, and Ralph
House. Honorary pallbearers
were Zane Ingram, Keaton
Becker and Korbin Becker.  

Memorials have been sug-
gested to the Monroe City
First Baptist Church. Funeral
arrangements are under the
direction of Garner Funeral
Home & Chapel. Monroe
City, MO.  

Online condolences can be
made at garnerfuneralchapel.
com.

Doris Ann Meek
Services for Doris Ann

Meek, 91, of Columbia, for-
merly of Laddonia were held
at 11 a.m., at Bienhoff Funeral
Home in Laddonia. Burial fol-
lowed in Laddonia Cemetery.

Visitation was Monday
from 10 a.m., until the time of
the service at the funeral
home.

Mrs. Meek died Thursday,
Dec. 8, 2022 at The Neigh-
borhoods by Tiger Place in
Columbia.

Doris was born Dec. 7,
1931, in Kansas City, the
daughter of Paul C. and Leola
Smith Edwards. She was mar-
ried to John B. Meek. He pre-
ceded her in death.

Survivors include one son,
Dennis Cooper of Columbia;
three cousins, Eugene Ed-
wards of Tukwilla, Wash.,
Gerald Edwards of West
Point, Miss., and Larry Smith
of Tyler, Texas; one step
daughter-in-law, Lou Meek;
along with numerous grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
step grandchildren, and step
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death
by her husband, parents, one
son, Allan Crowl, one daugh-
ter, Linda Habelitz, a sister,
Lois Brazil, one step son,
Larry Meek, and one step
daughter, Shirley Spence.

Mrs. Meek was raised in
Laddonia and Independence,
Missouri and graduated from
William Chrisman High
School in Independence in the
class of 1950. She retired after
30 years as a Cartographer for
the Federal Government in
aerospace defense. Doris was
a member of the American
Mapping Service Chapter 312
and she enjoyed spending her
time quilting.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Laddonia
Cemetery Association, c/o Bi-
enhoff Funeral Home, P.O.
Box 6, Laddonia, MO 63352.

Online condolences may
be made at www.bienhofffu-
neralhome.com. 

Judy Ann 
Sisson

Judy Ann Sisson, 76, of
Bowling Green died Friday,
Dec. 9, 2022 at Hannibal Re-
gional Hospital.

Graveside services for
Judy will be held Tuesday
(today) at 10 a.m., at Mt. Zion
Cemetery with Bro. Bill
Hobbs officiating. 

Visitation was Monday
from 4-7 p.m., at Bibb-Veach
Funeral Homes & Crematory
in Bowling Green.

Judy was born Sept. 18,
1946 in Louisiana to Elmer
Ellis Sr. and Lenora Beall
Ellis. She was united in mar-
riage to William “Bill” Sisson
on Nov. 25, 1994. He sur-
vives.

Other survivors include
son, Terry Sisson and wife,
Sue; grandchildren, Tyarra
and Taylea; numerous great-
grandchildren; daughter, El-
isha Koening and husband,
Clay; grandsons, Maxwell,
Zachary, and Jonathan;
nephew, Greg Ellis; and
niece, Susan Ellis.

She was preceded in death
by Junior Ellis, Michael Ellis,
and Rick Ellis.

Judy was happiest on their
farm, surrounded by her dogs,
chickens, and cows. She al-
ways felt she has to keep busy
to keep going. She loved her
church, her pastor, and her
church family.

Donations may be made to
Rheumatoid Arthritis Founda-
tion, Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect, or Rescue Animals.

Online condolences may
be left at www.bibbveach.
com.

Karen Louise
Brooks

Karen Louise Brooks, 81,
of Laddonia died Monday,
Dec. 5, 2022.

A private family service
will be held at a later date
with interment in the Laddo-
nia Cemetery.

Mrs. Brooks was born  Jan.
2, 1941, in Mexico, the
daughter of Abner William
“Jack” and Maurine Ely El-
liott. Karen married Donn
Brooks on July 31, 1960, in
Wellsville. He survives on the
family farm.

Other survivors include
three sons, Dana Brooks and
wife, Michelle of Laddonia,
Daniel Brooks and wife, Amy
of Martinsburg, and Keane
Brooks and wife, Kristi of
Laddonia; two daughters,
Kim Dungan of Laddonia and
Kelli Smith and husband,
Kevin of Mexico; 16 grand-
children, Kaitlyn Riecke and
husband, Dustin, Cameron
Brooks and wife, Emmi, Con-
ner Brooks, Lee Dungan,
Amanda Beshears and hus-
band, Jordon, Aaron Brooks
and wife, Sarah, Danielle
Brooks and Drew Gill, Deann
Brooks and Blaze Escamilla,
Porter Goodman, Rylee
Smith, Alexis Burnett and
husband, Gabe, Hunter Smith
and wife, Kali, Kaden Brooks,
Kylie Brooks, Farrah Brooks,
and Augusta Brooks; and 17
great-grandchildren (with
more on the way).

She was preceded in death
by her parents, one son, Del
Brooks, brother, Jack Elliott,
and sister, Jean Baysinger.

Karen was a lifelong resi-
dent of the Laddonia area
where she spent countless
hours raising six children as
well as partnering with her
husband, Donn as they grew
their successful farming oper-
ation.  

In addition to her duties on
the farm, Karen retired from
the United States Department
of Labor after many years of
dedicated service.  Karen also
served multiple terms as a
member of the Community R-
VI School Board.  

She enjoyed cooking, and
most of all, Karen enjoyed
spending time with her family
which included her dogs,
Heidi, and most recently,
Baylee.

Pallbearers will be Aaron
Brooks, Lee Dungan,
Cameron Brooks, Conner
Brooks, Porter Goodman, and
Kaden Brooks.

Bienhoff Funeral Home is
in charge of the arrangements. 

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Laddonia
Cemetery Association, c/o Bi-
enhoff Funeral Home, P.O.
Box 6, Laddonia, MO 63352.

Online condolences may
be made at www.bienhofffu-
neralhome.com.

Marian C. Wyble
Marian C. Wyble, 81, of

Louisiana died Friday, Dec. 9,
2022 at the Maple Grove
Lodge nursing home in
Louisiana.  

A memorial service will be
held at 12 p.m., Saturday, Jan.
7, 2023 at Collier Funeral
Home in Louisiana.  

Visitation will be from 10
a.m., until time of services
Saturday at the funeral home.

She was born Nov. 2, 1941
in Kane, Ill., to Hugh Glenn
and Marian Ruby Crawford
Smith.

Marian is survived by two
sons, Glenn Wyble and wife,
Heidi of Cottleville, and Dale
Wyble and wife, Jennifer of
Texas; two daughters, Patty
Johnson and husband, Randy
of Eolia, and Karen Morrison
of Troy; her grandchildren,
Duell Johnson, Dalton John-
son and wife, Cayla, Sierra
Morrison, Caleb Wyble,
Sarah Wyble, Jason Wyble,
Will Wyble, and Colin Wyble,
and great-grandchildren, Pax-
ton Johnson, Selena Johnson,
and Astrid Johnson.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Glenn and
Ruby Smith, and a brother,
Richard Smith.

Over her years Marian was
employed by Stark Bros.,
Arrow Industries, and Iron
Horse Energy Service.  She

retired in 2019.  She was a
past member of the Kiwanis
Club, and she enjoyed paint-
ing and writing.

Memorials may be made to
the Pike County Home Care
and Hospice.
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Frankford Resident
Receives Degree
From WGU

Debra Buchanan, a resi-
dent of Frankford, has grad-
uated from WGU Missouri
with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration –
Human Resource Manage-
ment. Buchanan participated
in the nonprofit, fully online
university’s commencement
ceremony on Oct. 22 in St.
Louis, where she and hun-
dreds of other graduates were
recognized and celebrated
for their achievements.

After completing her asso-
ciate degree, Buchanan de-
cided to continue her
educational journey and en-
rolled at WGU Missouri to
pursue her bachelor’s degree.
The university’s low, flat-rate
tuition and the flexibility of-
fered by WGU’s fully online,
competency-based model –
which allows students to use
their prior education and ex-
perience to advance through
courses at their own pace and
graduate faster - were the
two characteristics that ini-
tially drew Buchanan in.

“I was especially drawn
by the fact that you pay a flat
rate for a six-month term and
can complete as many
courses as you want,” said
Buchanan. “This worked ex-
tremely well for me. My pre-
vious college credits
transferred and some of the
courses I still had to take
were easy due to my previ-
ous work experience. I feel
like I got my money’s worth
and a great education from
WGU.”

Buchanan’s husband, chil-
dren, extended family and
friends were very supportive
of her during her time as a
student. “There were many
times I had to do homework
while on vacation or camp-
ing trips,” she said. “My
family and friends have all
been so supportive and un-
derstanding and are happy
for me and proud of my ac-
complishment.”

Not long after earning her
degree, Buchanan left her job
of 29 years and began her
new career as a training con-
sultant. She was able to sig-
nificantly increase her
income and credits her de-
gree as having opened new
doors for her. 

There were 301 under-
graduate and 356 graduate
degree recipients from 40
U.S. states who participated
in the commencement cere-
mony, which was held at the
Dome at America’s Center in
downtown St. Louis. Ap-
proximately 73% of the grad-
uates come from at least one
of the following historically
underserved populations:
first-generation college stu-
dents, students of color, rural
residents and/or low-income
earners. Graduates earned
degrees in business, K–12
education, information tech-
nology and health profes-
sions, including nursing. 

Debra Buchanan



B.G.’S FLEA MARKET -
under new management.
Lower prices. 573-470-8074.

USED DOUBLEWIDE -
DUTCH. Amish built in Indi-
ana, excellent condition, 3
bed., 2 bath. FINANCING.
Call for info 573-249-3333,
marktwain mobilehomes.com. 

I BUY . . . . . used mobile
homes. Call or text 573-338-
6250 or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.com.
(tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In Van-
dalia. Units in 3 sizes - 10x20,
10x10, and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY
BUILDING - Vandalia - Family
reunion, shower, birthday. Call
Art Wiser, 594-3224. Member-
ships available. (tf)

FIREARMS, ammunition,
reloading supplies. MO.
Firearms Co. 573-470-9111.

FIREARMS 10% over cost.
Mo. Firearms Co. 573-470-
9111 (c20-30)

REFURNISHED COM-
PUTERS, parts, accessories.
Call Geeky Hillbilly Computers
573-324-7176. (tf)

GOOD used tires, passen-
ger & light truck, $15 & up.
Vandalia Firestone & Appli-
ance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We specialize in
new pole buildings and new
metal house roofs and all
buildings. Wagler Metals:
21764 Pike 409, Bowling
Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC rock clearing
rake, $1,500. 636-697-8499.
(tf)

NO HUNTING/TRES-
PASSING on land belonging
to John Boyd and Clarissa
Woods. Violators will be pros-
ecuted. Will not be responsi-
ble for accidents on property.
(tf)

NO HUNTING or trespass-
ing, Murry Shepherd Farms.
Violators will be prosecuted.
Not responsible for injuries or
accidents. (12-24)

NO HUNTING or trespass-
ing on land owned by Orey
and Elizabeth Shepherd. Vio-
lators will be prosecuted. Not
responsible for accidents on
the property. (11-30-22)\

BETTS EXCAVATING - All
kinds of work. Reasonable
rates. 754-2371. (tf)

GEEKY HILLBILLY COM-
PUTER SERVICES LLC -
B.G. computer repair & recy-
cling, 573-324-7176, 573-567-
6164. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMPING -
Commercial or residential,
septic pumping & repair,
sewer augering & repair,
grease trap pumping and
porta potty rentals. Butch
Menne, 573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC PUMP-
ING - Commercial or residen-
tial, portable toilet rental, job
sites, special events, auc-
tions. Brown’s Septic Pump-
ing, 206 Brown Lane,
Louisiana, 754-5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES - Hand
crocheted by Ann Hecox.
Make great personal gifts.
2 1 7 - 6 5 6 - 3 6 5 4
annahcx@gmail.com. (tf)
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GARAGE SALES SERVICESFOR SALE

PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK FOR YOU

FOR RENT

NO HUNTING

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488

Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

AD
DEADLINE 
IS MONDAY 
AT NOON

SERVICES

MOBILE HOMES

Nancy Huber, LMT
has decided to RETIRE after 18 years of

being a Massage Therapist
My office in Vandalia will close

Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022
Reminder: 

Valid gift certificates must be
redeemed by closing date
Call 573-594-2663 to set up 
massage appointments

Thank You
FOR SALE

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT
For Sale
754-5812

We Buy 
Salvage Cars

and 
Farm Equipment

Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage

754-3265 or 754-0508

20 Word Limit Bring in a photo 
and a brief description of your car, truck, motorcycle, camper or boat
on a trailer and we’ll feature it in The People’s Tribune for 12 weeks

DEALS
On Wheels

1991 KENWORTH - 8.3
Cummings, 6 spd., 18’
bed and hoist, 2,000 gal.
stainless tank with baf-
fles, 3 in. valve & hoses.
324-3688.

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

HUME
REMODELING

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen Tops
Window & Door Replacement

Tex Ceiling Fix

Fanning
Auction

Saturday, Dec. 17 - 10 a.m.
Pike County Fairgrounds - 15884 Hwy. 54

- Bowling Green, MO 63334
OWNERS: Carol Fanning & 

The Late Frank Fanning & Others
Curio cabinet, Recliner, Wingback chair, End tables, Lamps,

Dishes, Pots and Pans, Lots of metal Die Cast Cars, Singer
sewing machine, Singer Featherweight sewing machine, Man-
nequin, Collectible Glassware, Old 40s and 50s Toys, Fans,
Framed Pictures and Artwork, Chest of Drawers, Christmas Dec-
orations, Fall Decorations, Card table and chairs, Old Quilts in-
cluding Double Wedding Ring Quilt, Old Games, Crock, Cast Iron
Kettle, Ice Tongs, Hand tools, Nuts and Bolts, Globe, Metal Gal-
vanized bucket and funnel, Metal pedal car and 3 Trailer Loads
too full to take pictures for list!

AUCTIONEERS: BILL ALLEN
www.billallenauctionservice.com - Visit us on Auction Zip ID # 15431

Find us at: AllenAuctioneers.com, AuctionZip.com #15431,
AuctionGuy.com, GoToAuction.com

Owners & auction personnel not responsible for accidents, nor
for items lost or stolen. Announcements made day of sale take

precedence over any printed matter. The Angry Pig serving food
Restroom on site. We accept Cash, Good Check with proper ID

and Credit/Debit card w/4 percent convenience charge 

BILL ALLEN AUCTION SERVICE - Bowling Green - 573-470-6565

Worthington
Auction

Sunday, Dec. 18 - 11 a.m.
LOCATION: 15747 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. -

Bowling Green, MO 63334
All items must be moved day of auction
We will have a skid steer to help load

Lehmann Large metal lathe, Curtis 80 gal air compressor dual
stage, Hatz-Diesel NEW fuel transfer pump with crate of hoses,
Industrial racking, 4” water transfer trash pump gas operated
w/suction & discharge hose, log chains and binders, barbed wire,
salamander heater, belting, cable chockers, excavator parts, small
bolt bin w/bolts, lot of hydraulic fittings, Coleman Powermate 5hp
generator 2250 watts, Stihl TS420 concrete saws x2, Stihl 034 AV
chainsaw, Stihl 028 AV Super chainsaw, Stihl MS361 chainsaw,
air hose w/hand reel, glad hands, 20ton air hydraulic bottle jack,
shackles, 5hp 230v electric motor, ¾” air hose, gear pullers, sledge
hammers, tire tools, large lot of safety and tie down straps, Speedy
Cut SC6514 concrete saw, thermopad shrink wraps & metal case,
Metal cases of washers, nuts, bolts, portable band saws electric,
Husqvarna chainsaw, DeWalt electric tools, drills, sanders and
more, ratchet straps, 5g safety gas can, Caterpillar oil hydraulic
filters, element filters, fuel water separator filters, fuel filters, Bobcat
filters, air filters, (LOOK AT PICTURES ON WEBSITE FOR AC-
TUAL FILTERS! TOO MANY TO LIST!) misc. Hand tools, shovels,
straight hoes, retractable hose reels, 2 wheel hand cart, machine
shop metal lathes (S, M, L), spool of wire cable, construction lights,
block bearings, wooden ladders, bench vise, metal working tables
cutting torch cart, mud flaps, Inline air filters, Camfire torpedo
heater multi fuel and ductwork, Master mix feed thermometer, Mar-
quette 250A wire feed welder w/argon gas tank, roll around work-
ing table, 5hp gas portable air compressor, Case IH 210,000 BTU
heater, 26” ID, 23”, 19” ¾” metal pipe for driveway culvert, Hannay
reels, dual hydraulic hose reels, lot of scrap, truck bed fuel tanks,
engine stand, “OVERSIZED LOAD” signs, Kalvinator refrigerator
cabinet, fuel hose reel, fire hydrant, 6” gate valve, large truck bed,
culvert pipe, Ingersoll-Rand industrial air compressor, CAT BA18
skid steer broom, CAT hydraulic skid steer blade, skid steer grap-
ple bucket, s skid steer bale spear, skid steer hydraulic post hole
auger, 20” auger, 8” auger, auger extension, , truck tires, 3pt
seeder, Ideal tile trailer, 10,000 gal above ground fuel tank w/pump,
Stihl TS420 concrete saw on wheels, Ford F700 Diesel box truck,
Nissan 60 forklift propane (sold as is), large lot of dozer tracks &
cleats, misc. dozer blades, large truck bed, tandem axle dump
truck bed (great shape), multiple sets of dozer and excavator
tracks, office trailer with new tires and wheels, GMC Kodiak fuel
transfer truck, Melroe 13” backhoe bucket, 2006 Bobcat 331E mini
excavator 1742.5 hours, hydraulic snow blade for skid steer, Ver-
meer BP8000 large bale grinder blower (has been reconditioned),
2004 Trail King Trailer, 2004 Trailerman 16’ trailer.

AUCTIONEERS: BILL ALLEN
www.billallenauctionservice.com - Visit us on Auction Zip ID # 15431

Find us at: AllenAuctioneers.com, AuctionZip.com #15431,
AuctionGuy.com, GoToAuction.com

Owners & auction personnel not responsible for accidents, nor
for items lost or stolen. Announcements made day of sale take

precedence over any printed matter. Lunch served
Restroom on site. We accept Cash, Good Check with proper ID

and Credit/Debit card w/4 percent convenience charge 

BILL ALLEN AUCTION SERVICE - Bowling Green - 573-470-6565

EMPLOYMENT
The Bowling Green Housing Authority is

seeking full-time maintenance person nel.
Starting salary $15 per hour, paid health, vi-
sion, life insurance, 16 paid holidays, vaca-
tion/PTO days
Apply in person at 510 W. Champ Clark

Dr., Bowling Green, MO EOE
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and hardly topped 40 miles
an hour. It was a piece of
crap, and it certainly smelled
like it with all of the manure
that had been scooped into
and out of the bed.
If there was one thing Dad

loved more than raising
Christmas trees, it was deco-
rating Christmas trees.
By tradition, our family

hung the holly and all the
trimmings the first weekend
in December. Had Dad had
his druthers, the decorations
would have stayed up all
year, but Mom proved that
Scrooges do exist.
On the Day the Engel

Family Got Its Christmas
Tree 1972, the forecast called
for rain changing to sleet and
then snow.
Larry had already made

plans to take his wife Christ-
mas shopping, so he wouldn’t
be available to help with the
tree cutting. For the first time
in my life, Dad asked if I
wanted to tag along.
My brother, who was

seven, was upset to tears be-
cause he wasn’t included.
That made my quick, affirma-
tive answer all the more sat-
isfying.
“You can go next year,”

Dad said to my brother as we
headed to the garage.
The first drops of rain hit

the windshield of the old
junker as we pulled out of the
driveway. By the time we got
to the farm, there was a
steady shower. The tempera-
ture also was starting to fall
and the wind had picked up.
“Larry asked me to stop by

and make sure the hogs are
OK,” Dad said to me as we
drove past the tree stand
along the gravel road leading
to the hog lot.
The old pickup sputtered

to a stop beside the manure
pit.
“You wait here,” Dad said

before getting out and walk-
ing into the barn.
When he emerged 10 min-

utes later, the wind was
swirling even stronger.
“Gave them some new

straw and water,” Dad said.
“Now, let’s get that tree and

get home.”
Dad fired up the truck and

drove to the tree patch. Water
glistened off the needles as he
took the spiked-tooth saw in
hand and walked toward a fir
that looked perfect.
I held the stalk as Dad bent

down to work at its base.
Sleet began to pelt us just as
the saw cut through the last
fibers.
“It’s getting colder,” Dad

said. “Let’s load this up and
go.”
We put the tree in the bed

of the pickup and slowly
rolled back toward the black-
top that would lead us home.
As we pulled into the drive-
way 15 minutes later, I saw
the lights of our living room
through the ice that the wind-
shield wipers had trouble re-
moving. It looked so warm
and cozy.
Dad and I pulled the tree

up the sidewalk to the front
door and noticed that the wa-
tery branches had now been
locked in a kind of frozen
grandeur.
We got the tree into the

house and put it on the
pedestal that was surrounded
by plastic. Without saying
anything, we congratulated
ourselves on a job well done.
We even decided to go to the
kitchen and get a couple of
Christmas cookies before
starting the decorating.
Mother was finishing up

supper and told us that the
treats would have to wait.
“Don’t you want to see the

tree, Mom?” I asked.
“After supper,” she said.

“Now, you and your brother
go wash your hands.”
The table was filled with

meat loaf, macaroni and veg-
etables as the four of us
bowed our heads to pray. Just
after thanking the Lord, Mom
caught the first whiff of a
devilish odor.
“What’s that smell?” she

said.
Dad and I looked at each

other blankly.
“I don’t smell anything,”

he said.
“It smells like a hog lot,”

Mom countered. “Oh, no,
you didn’t.”
She got up from the table

and stomped toward the liv-
ing room. At least as long as

I’d known her, and I assumed
in all of her 42 years, Mother
had never uttered a vulgarity.
But that changed the Day the
Engel Family Got Its Christ-
mas Tree 1972.
“Get in here and get this

thing out,” she yelled at my
father, just after the four-letter
word erupted from her lips. I
think she put the letters “a-t-
i-o-n” after her choice, but I
still counted it.
Anyway, putting a wet tree

in the back of a truck used to
haul manure was definitely a
mistake. Now, Dad was a
pretty smart guy, but some-
times everyone is a couple of
jing-tinglers short of an elf
convention. He had figured
the droplets would wash the
poo away. Instead, the freez-
ing rain had attached bits of
ca-ca to the needles.
As long as they were

frozen, everything was fine.
But in the warmth of a 70-de-
gree house, they had returned
to their stinky selves.
Soon, the entire house

reeked. The outside tempera-
ture was 20 degrees. The
neighbors must have won-
dered a little more than usual
about the sanity of the Engel
family, since Mother had
opened all the windows and
doors.
Now, it was my Father’s

turn to swear. Usually, he did
so out of Mom's earshot. This
time, there was nowhere to
hide. He grumbled and
groused under his breath as
he pulled the tree out into the
front yard.
“No, that’s not good

enough,” Mom said from the
doorway.
“What the h--- do you

want me to do, take it back?”
Dad asked.
At that moment, I got one

of my first lessons in the dif-
ference between men and
women. The fairer sex has no
sense of exaggeration.
“Yes,” Mom told him.

“Take it back to the farm.”
“Are you outta your d---

mind?” Dad said, saying the
first four words loudly and
muffling the last two.
"You'd better get going,"

Mother said.
Alas, you may think that

the story ends there, but just
wait.

STUNK
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Group Exercise Boosts Physical, Mental Health
Stephen Ball has dedicated

his career to improving the
health of older Missourians
through exercise. 
In 2005, he launched the

University of Missouri’s
‘Stay Strong Stay Healthy’
strength training program,
which has reached more than
20,000 older adults since its
inception.
For years, Ball has heard

anecdotally about the physi-
cal and mental health benefits
older adults have experienced
from the eight-week strength
training program — now he
has scientific proof. Accord-
ing to a recent research study,
adults over age 60 who partic-
ipated in the group exercise
program experienced im-
proved muscle strength and
flexibility, balance and coor-
dination, sleep quality and
overall self-confidence to in-
crease physical activity, all
while reducing the risk of
falling and the expensive
medical bills that may follow.

“This program embodies
what MU is all about as a
land-grant university,” said
Ball, a professor in the MU
School of Health Professions
and a Missouri state fitness
specialist with MU Exten-
sion. “We give undergradu-
ates valuable hands-on
experience in teaching exer-
cise, conduct life-changing
research in the lab and then
with our partnerships through
MU Extension, we go out in
rural communities and imple-
ment the research to improve
the health of everyday Mis-
sourians.”
In the study, Ball collabo-

rated with Missouri Orthope-
dic Institute to evaluate the
effectiveness of the ‘Stay
Strong Stay Healthy’ strength

training program in a group
setting among adults over the
age of 60. Participants in the
instructor-led courses, which
last one hour and are held
twice a week for eight weeks,
are taught how to safely com-
plete strength training exer-
cises, including squats and
bicep curls.
By completing various

baseline tests for strength,
balance and flexibility before
and after the program, the
study found participants im-
proved not only their physical
health outcomes but also their
self-confidence in their ability
to exercise, which increased
their physical activity in their
daily lives and reduced the
risk of falls, which is a major
concern for aging adults.
“We help older adults

maintain their independence
as they age and reduce their
risk of falling, which has huge
financial implications as well
as health implications,” Ball
said. “We keep hearing from
participants that in addition to
feeling stronger, healthier and
more active, another major
reason they enjoy the group
classes is the social aspect of
making friends with others
their age and engaging with
community members in a
stress-free environment.”
Ball earned a William T.

Kemper Fellowship from MU
in 2012 for his undergraduate
teaching and extension work.
With more than a dozen peer-
reviewed studies highlighting
the efficacy of the ‘Stay
Strong Stay Healthy’ program
since 2005, Ball said the
strength training program has
been approved by the Mis-
souri Department of Health
and Senior Services as an ev-
idence-based program that
can be implemented through-

out the state. The program is
now implemented by MU Ex-
tension faculty in Missouri,
and through MU-trained fa-
cilitators in Oklahoma, Ten-
nessee, Kansas, North
Carolina and Nevada.
By building out even more

peer-reviewed, evidence-
based research findings on the
physical and mental health
benefits of the program,
Ball’s body of literature may
soon help the program receive
national recognition as an ev-
idence-based falls prevention
program.
“I have heard from partici-

pants that the program saved
their life, and it is very re-
warding to be serving our
community members and im-
proving their health,” Ball
said. “We have undergraduate
students at MU that help in-
struct classes, we have gradu-
ate students that help with
research and our MU Exten-
sion regional faculty imple-
ment the program across the
state serving all 114 counties
in Missouri, so it is a real
team effort meeting all three
missions of a land grant uni-
versity.”
Older adults interested in

participating in the ‘Stay
Strong Stay Healthy’ program
can learn more here or by
emailing muextsssh@mis-
souri.edu.

“Efficacy of an 8-week re-
sistance training program in
older adults: A randomized
controlled trial” was pub-
lished in Journal of Aging and
Physical Activity. Funding for
the study was provided by
MU Extension. Co-authors on
the study include Breanne
Baker, Kelsey Weitzel, Lisa
Royse, Kristin Miller, Trent
Guess and Dana Duren.

as early as this week.  
“Audrain is the closest jail

able to house our average
number of inmates, 40 per
day,” he said. “At this time, I
cannot predict how long this
will be for. For the families
and friends of detainees,
Audrain County uses the same
vender for phones, email, and
commissary as Pike County.”  
The Pike County Jail previ-

ously closed temporarily in
December of 2020 during the
height of COVID.  
“At that time, the number of

jail staff I was budgeted for
was cut from 12 to 10 to in-
crease wages from $11.50 to
$13.50 an hour,” he explained.
“Later that year, a Deputy po-
sition was cut to raise that
starting pay from $15.50 to
$17.50 an hour. In July of this
year, I was allowed to raise the
starting pay in the jail to $14
an hour.”  
Korte went on to say the

Sheriff’s Office has been at the
maximum number of full-time
staff—23 positions—for the
last two years.  
“We currently have only 16

full-time employees. All
deputy positions are filled and
there is one deputy holding
and working a jailer position,”
he continued. “For the last sev-
eral months the jail has been
averaging over 200 hours of
overtime a month due to being
short staffed. With two staff
leaving for new jobs, on Dec.
1, it became necessary to pull
two full-time deputies from
patrol to maintain two persons
on duty in the jail. Reserve

deputies are also filling in at
the jail.”  

According to Korte, the
current half cent sales tax is the
primary funding source for the
sheriff’s office.  
“Over the last decade, and

drastically since COVID, the
amount of internet sales versus
in-person sales has greatly in-
creased,” he said. “Because
Pike County does not receive
sales tax from internet sales the
current sales tax has not kept
up with the rate of inflation or
increases of minimum wage.”  
Korte noted that in his 14

years of service, health insur-
ance has increased 143 percent
with employees now con-
tributing the equivalent of
$0.50 an hour.  
“The cost of our other in-

surances has increased by 92
percent. Minimum wage has
increased by 70 percent. And,
in the last 18 months our cost
for food has doubled,” he went
on to explain. “Having to use

another counties jail will not
save us any money, but we can
no longer safely both operate
our own facility and provide
law enforcement response
with what we have been able
to budget. Your county offi-
cials have and will continue to
work towards the goal of pro-
viding the most, best public
safety possible.”  
Sheriff Korte finished his

statement by thanking his staff
and Chief Deputy, David Car-
roll.  

“I also want to publicly
thank our staff for their dedi-
cation to our county. Their
willingness to serve, fuels my
dedication. I ask for the com-
munity’s patience when wait-
ing for a Deputy to respond,
sometimes calls for active
emergencies come in while we
are responding to or working
on other cases. With over
18,000 citizens and 670 square
miles we have a lot of ground
to cover.”   

JAIL
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the plants to have flowers on
them.  
When the plants reach the

drying rooms, they are there
approximately four weeks on
a pully system to utilize
space. The ceilings in these
rooms are 24-26 foot tall.  
During harvest, workers

cut the stalk, hang the plant
upside down and then take it
to the drying rooms. They are
packaged, trimmed and taken

to the vault. When process-
ing, they are taken to the lab
to have the oils extracted and
hand trimmed. Employee
Rick Colson showed a bag in
the trim room of Humble
Pound Cake. The plants are
run through a blender, then
the bigger pieces remaining
are taken out by hand.  
A charcoal filter unit in the

vault removes the smell. A
two-week employee is run-
ning the pump room after
being employed for two
weeks. There the plants are
given fertilizer and watered.

The water is recycled. The
temperature of the water is
just under 70 degrees.  
All plants start out to be fe-

males. There are 238 cameras
at the plant. The plants are
moved from the facility by a
third part trucking company.  
Standard Wellness esti-

mates wholesale the company
will make $1 million whole-
sale and $2 million retail.  
Anyone wanting to apply

for a job should visit
standwellness.com/careers
Jobs are also posted on In-
deed.

OPEN HOUSE
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ATTENTION UTV OWNERS
Effective Jan. 1, 2023, anyone who

drives a UTV inside Bowling Green City
limits will be required to purchase a 2023
UTV permit.  Those who have previously
registered their UTV will need to renew
their permit.

On Oct. 18, 2021, the Board of Aldermen
passed Ordinance 1947, Section 340.114
which states all new UTVs are required to
register their vehicle with an initial registra-
tion fee of $30. All UTV owners who have
previously registered are only required to
renew at a cost of $15. Stickers are to be
displayed on UTV at all times and shall be
renewed annually.

Santa’s Coming To
The Farber Firehouse
Saturday, Dec. 17 2-4 p.m.
Hot chocolate & cookies provided
Children of all ages welcome

No admission cost
Sponsored by Farber Fire Dept., 

First Responders & Fire Dept. Auxiliary

Procrastinators Win The Prize In Safest Holiday Decorations
In days of old, people rarely

brought holiday greenery into the
home before Christmas Eve,”
says University of Missouri Ex-
tension horticulturist David Trin-
klein. Doing so was considered
bad luck for the coming year.

Today, the holiday season be-
gins with Thanksgiving and lasts
through New Year’s Day or after.
Greenery and other cut plant ma-
terial is brought in a month or
more before Christmas Day.
This extended season results in
potential fire hazards and ex-

poses children and animals to
risk of poisoning from plants that
might be toxic.

Buy local
If you decide to ring the holi-

day chimes early, go local. Really
local, said Trinklein, such as your
own backyard.

Rehydrate
After buying or gathering,

place greenery in water-filled
containers. Re-cut the ends of
purchased greenery before plac-
ing in water. Keep in a cool place
until you are ready to decorate.

Keep cold, unfrozen water avail-
able to the plants. Add preserva-
tives such as those used in cut
flowers to keep greenery fresh.
Change water with preservatives
weekly, as the water will smell
foul if left too long.

Avoid heat

Trinklein warned against plac-
ing fresh greenery near radiators,
appliances and other heat
sources. Sparks from flames in a
fireplace also can ignite green-
ery.

Pictured at left is the Mother
Room at Standard Wellness mari-
juana plant in Vandalia. This room
is where the plants all begin grow-
ing and then the shoots are taken
to the next stage.

Pictured speaking, left, is Katie Harts from Standard Wellnesses Cleveland, Ohio plant welcoming those at-
tending the open house/ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, Dec. 8 when the plant opened its doors to invited
guests. Pictured, right, is Derek Maloof who is the CEO of the Vandalia Standard Wellness operations.
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NOTICE FOR FILING FOR APRIL 4, 2023
CITY OF LOUISIANA GENERAL ELECTION
The filing period for the City of Louisiana’s

upcoming elected offices has been set for
Dec. 6, 2022 through the close of business
on Dec. 27, 2022.  Business hours for the
Louisiana City Hall are 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. In-
dividuals interested in, and qualified to run
for, the following offices can pick up the re-
quired form in the City Clerk’s office at City
Hall, 202 South 3rd Street, Suite 118,
Louisiana, Missouri and must have it re-
turned to the same office before the end of
the filing period. The election for these of-
fices will be held on April 4, 2023.
Councilperson Ward 1 – (2 year term)
Councilperson Ward 2 – (2 year term)
Councilperson Ward 3 – (2 year term)
Councilperson Ward 4 – (2 year term)
Memarie Gonzalez, City Clerk

NECAC Hires Weatherization Specialists
The North East Commu-

nity Action Corporation
(NECAC) recently hired three
additional weatherization
crew members.

Scott Curry is a 2020 grad-
uate of Bowling Green High
School who has construction
and carpentry experience. 

Kyle Kirkpatrick is a 2003
graduate of Bowling Green
High School. He has experi-

ence in construction and as a
corrections officer. Randy 

Malcom is a 1997 graduate
of Louisiana High School
who has maintenance experi-
ence and electrical training.

NECAC continues to seek
applications for the weather-
ization program, which al-
lows people to save money on
energy costs and helps com-
munities improve their hous-

ing stock.
Services available to in-

come-qualifying households
include home energy audits,
air leak sealing, insulation of
walls, attics and floors, re-
placement of furnaces and
checks of heating systems to
make sure they are working
properly.

More information is avail-
able by calling 573-324-6622.

Scott Curry Randy MalcomKyle Kirkpatrick

THANK YOU
The St. Clement Knights of Columbus and

Doug Korte would like to thank the following for
making the 2022 No Hunger Holiday project a
success. With your help we fed 200 families in
our community at Thanksgiving.

2nd Annual Vandalia Lighted
Christmas Parade Is Spectatular

Jayne and Jada Powers of Vandalia are pictured coming down
Main Street in Vandalia on Saturday, Dec. 10 in the 2nd Annual
Lighted Christmas Parade.

Pictured in a vintage truck of the Schlueter family of Vandalia. Driv-
ing was Richie Schlueter with passengers Allen Wright and Trina
Hays.

4-H Busy Bee Hustlers
Adiel Baptist Church
Allparts, Inc.
Antioch Presbyterian Church
Ashley Community Center
Bibb-Veach Funeral Homes
Bowling Green FFA
Bowling Green First Presby-
terian Church
Bowling Green Lions Club
Bowling Green Rotary
Bowling Green Times
Crossroads
Church of the Nazarene
Deters Dairy
Elmwood Community
Church
Farm Bureau Young Farm-
ers & Ranchers
First Christian Church – Dis-
ciples of Christ
Frankford Baptist Church
Knights of Columbus - Har-

vester, MO
New Hartford Baptist Church
People’s Bank & Trust
Pike Fair Board
Poage Ford – Bowling
Green
Press Journal Printing
Providence Presbyterian
Church, Vera
Remax Realty
Second Baptist Church
St. Clement Catholic Church
St. Clement Knights of
Columbus
St. Clement Ladies Sodality
St. Clement Home & School
Association
The People's Tribune
VFW Post 5553
Vietnam Veterans of
America - NECC
Woods Locker

Pictured are Jordan Epperson and son, Rhett of Vandalia in the
2nd Annual Lighted Christmas Parade in Vandalia on Saturday, Dec.
10.

Pictured is Parker Wallace of
Vandalia in his John Deere-Rein-
deer tractor Saturday, Dec. 10 at
the 2nd Annual Vandalia Lighted
Christmas Parade.
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