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Local Businesses Give Back During Refuge
Church’s Holiday Paper Pantry

CONTRIBUTED BY
MACKENZIE RULE

On Wednesday, Dec. 7, the
Refuge Church in Bowling
Green held their monthly
Paper Pantry event with just a
little extra fun in store for the
holiday season!  

The Refuge Church is lo-
cated just on the edge of
Bowling Green on Pike 292,
across Highway 54 from the
fairgrounds. Pastor, Mike
Dallas, indicated they have
held The Paper Pantry pre-
covid for around four years.  

It is an all-volunteer ran,
program the church organizes
and runs in order to provide
those in need with basic self-
care and household needs.
Some items they are able to
provide include shampoo and
other soaps, pull ups, toilet
paper, and toothpaste among
other things.  

The Paper Pantry is usually
held the first Wednesday of
every month from 6-7:30
p.m., at The Refuge Church
where they provide a meal
and initiate connections with
those in the community who
are using the program.  

Samantha Elliott, who has
had oversight of the program
for around three months ex-
plained they use a very well
organized "points system" in
order to fairly delegate items
to those in need.  

One special aspect of this
month's Paper Pantry was felt
through the spirit of busi-
nesses giving back. A locally
owned handyman business,
Rule Brothers Services LLC,
raised funds through an on-
line auction, where they
matched the amount.  

The amount of the auction
was also matched by a busi-
ness based out of Bridgeton;
Har E Up Courier Services,
owned by a former LHS grad-
uate, Danny Harrah.  

These funds were used to
purchase and donate items
needed to replenish The Paper
Pantry for their December
event.  

This month The Refuge
was able to expand The Paper
Pantry hours to 5:30-8 p.m.,
and offer additional services
for the holiday season. Dur-
ing the December Paper
Pantry, they were able to hand
out gifts to children, by part-
nering with Dollar Tree in
Bowling Green. They also
partnered with RiverSide
Salon in Louisiana, along
with three other stylists local
to the community to offered
free haircuts to children and

adults.  
Although these were con-

sidered special events outside
of the normal of the Paper
Pantry, Pastor Mike  

Dallas said that they regu-
larly have community groups
come in and volunteer their

time, much like the St.
Clement Youth Group who
was present that evening. He
also commented that he hopes
to offer other special events
with The Paper Pantry that
will benefit the community in
the future.  
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Formerly Homeless Man Aided By NECAC Hopes To Break Stigmas
Living out of a pickup

truck for a month emboldened
Codi Hobson to speak out
about stereotypes surrounding
people who are homeless in
places such as Pike County.

The North East Commu-
nity Action Corporation
(NECAC) helped the 32-year-
old Bowling Green man find
an apartment. The agency of-
fers housing and other pro-
grams that can help the
disadvantaged avoid home-
lessness.

Hobson was more fortu-
nate than many people who
are forced by circumstances
to find temporary shelter with
family or friends, a status
often referred to as “couch
surfing.” He had a full-time
job and enough resources to
get by, and credits fortitude
and faith in God for seeing
him through.

Hobson hopes others un-
derstand that many people are
a paycheck or a life-changing
event away from being home-
less, and to offer support
where they can.

“There are people out there
who are struggling and want
to do better,” he said. “They
just don’t have the resources
or there are so many other ob-
stacles in their path.”

Hobson’s life was turned
upside down last fall when his
living situation changed. At
the time, he was working as a
deckhand on an Illinois River
tugboat. His employer was
impressed that he still came to
work, despite living out of his
vehicle. Luckily, Hobson had
a winterized sleeping bag,
two heavy blankets, a cooler

for food storage and a camp
stove for cooking. He would
run the truck’s engine period-
ically to keep warm.

“I had all of the facets to
take care of my physical and
emotional needs,” he said. “It
wasn’t like living out of a
cardboard box. That wasn’t
me. I had a job. I had creature
comforts to some extent.”

Willpower kept Hobson
from giving up. Failure to get
back on his feet “was never
on the table. I made the deci-
sion: ‘OK, here is my plan for
the immediate future. How do
I make the next step?’”

Hobson moved to Pike
County to be closer to his
three children and a support
network that could help him
cope. A friend suggested con-
tacting NECAC about an
apartment availability. The
one-bedroom unit is “a hun-
dred times better” than what
hBeing homeless, however

briefly, taught Hobson practi-
cal lessons that will last a life-
time, and ones from which he
hopes others can draw upon.
The experience helped him
become more resourceful, in-
dependent and self-aware.

He visited social media
platforms to find out how oth-
ers were dealing with similar
situations, maintained a rou-
tine, conserved resources,
stayed active and kept his
faith.

“It definitely put a lot of
things in perspective for me,”
said Hobson, who works in
Bowling Green. “It’s made
me realize how spoiled I was
growing up. I’ve learned how
much I really have. I have
taken that as an opportunity to
give to others when I can.”

For more information
about NECAC community
services programs, call 573-
324-6633.

Rule Brothers Services LLC was one of the many local businesses
to donate time and much need supplies to the Refuge Church's Paper
Pantry. Pictured, from left: Lane Rule, Chris Rule, Thad Rule, and
Austin Rule.

Codi Hobson folds laundry at his NECAC apartment in Bowling
Green.

The Year That Christmas Stunk
BY BRENT ENGEL

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Editor's note: Following is

the 50th anniversary edition
of a previously-published true
story by contributing writer
Brent Engel in honor of his
father, John Theodore "Jack"
Engel, who died on Dec. 22,
2013, at age 85, and family
friend Larry Eilers, who
passed on March 19, 2020, at
age 80. 

“Come on,” Dad deject-
edly said to me. “Get your
coat on.”

My brother started laugh-
ing as I put on my parka. Dad
and I loaded the stinky tree
into the truck and fired up the
engine as snow started to fall.
The streets were like a hockey
rink as we headed out of
town.

“A 15-minute trip is going
to take us 45,” Dad said as we
crept along.

Even with the bad weather,
the journey was mostly over
flat ground. The worst part
would be Pulaski Curve. Not
only was it shaped like a slith-
ering snake, but part of it was
on a hill.

Luckily, a family lived
along the stretch, so if we ran
into trouble we could always
stop and call for help. (There
were no cell phones then,
dear child). I didn’t know the
parents, but their kids had
been in one of Dad’s classes
about 10 years previously.

As we approached the
curve, I could feel the back
end of the truck start to slide.
Luckily, no one else had ven-
tured out. We skidded side-
ways across both lanes until
the truck nipped a “curve
ahead” sign.

At that point, we were only
going about five miles per
hour, so there wasn’t much
damage. But the impact
knocked the stinky tree out of
the bed and into the middle of
the road. Dad was able to pull
on the steering wheel and
keep us out of the ditch. The
truck righted itself in the
wrong lane.

“Oh, be joyful,” Dad said
as he shook his head and
guided the pickup back to the
right side of the road. “Well,
we’ll have to go get it. We
don’t want to cause an acci-
dent.”

Unfortunately, conditions
didn’t make a turn-around
that easy. Dad finally decided
that he could swing into a y-
shaped intersection about two
miles ahead, just before the
turn to the tree farm, and get
back to the blacktop without
too much trouble.

We made the turn-around
without a hitch, but it took a
bit to get back to Pulaski
Curve.

“What the…” Dad’s voice
trailed off as he stared at snow
falling on the empty road.
“What happened to the tree?”

Dad stopped the truck and
we got out to take a look. We
slip-walked from one side of
the blacktop to the other. We
checked out the ditches in
front of us and behind us.
Nothing.

We were about to give up
when Dad’s attention was
caught by a trail in the snow
leading up a lane to a house.
It looked like something had
been dragged along the
ground.

“It couldn’t be,” Dad said
before he started laughing.
“Oh, my, are they in for a sur-
prise.”

“Shouldn’t we go up there
and tell them?” I asked.

“No,” Dad said. “Let them
enjoy the aroma of Christmas.
Besides, their kids were jerks
in school.”

Both of us laughed as we
got back into the warm
pickup for the trek home.

The next morning, Dad got
a call from Larry.

“Hey, someone chucked a
perfectly good Christmas tree
in the ditch along Pulaski
Curve,” Larry said.

“Oh, really?” Dad asked.
“Well, don’t…”

“I picked it up on my way
back from town this morn-
ing,” Larry interrupted. “It's
in the shed outside. Now, I
don’t have to go out and cut
one. I can just put it up in the
living room.”

Bowling Green Mayor Listed In
Missouri Life’s 7 Over 70

BY BRICE CHANDLER
EDITOR

“Meet amazing decades-
defying Missourians who re-
fuse to let age define them,”
Peg Cameron Gill wrote as
the tagline for her Missouri
Life 7 over 70 article “A Life
Well Played”.  

Local readers of the maga-
zine will recognize Bowling
Green Mayor, Jim Arico,
listed among the seven high-
lighted by Gill. According to
the article, Missouri Life am-
bassadors from throughout
the state nominated Arico and
the rest. Each received a half-
page spotlight including their
hometown, credo, and key to
longevity.  

“To bring joy and encour-
agement to everyone I come

in contact with and make the
most out of each day, living
life to the fullest,” Mayor
Arico said as his credo before
listing his key to longevity as,
“always being active and giv-
ing back.”  

According to Gill, athletics
have been a part of the Bowl-
ing Green mayor’s life since
a young age.  

“He was a multisport ath-
lete in high school and later
college football and baseball
which led him to become a
physical education instructor
and coach,” he said in the ar-
ticle. “Some of my greatest
moments have been when I
was able to positively influ-
ence young athletes on the
field, court, and for life.”  

During his career in educa-

tion, Arico was named Na-
tional Physical Educator of
the Year in Washington, DC,
and was elected to the Mis-
souri Sports Hall of Fame.  

But he’s quick to point out
in the article as in person that
he hasn’t accomplished so
much alone.  

“My wife, Karen, has in-
spired me to be a better man,
husband, father, grandfather,
great-grandfather, and a man
of God,” he credited his wife
along with his mother,
coaches, teachers, and others.  

“I try to keep my mind
sharp, my wit keen, and my
spirit fortified and coura-
geous,” he said in the article.  

Read the full article in the
newly released Jan/Feb issue
of Missouri Life.  

Wishing Everyone A
Merry Christmas
Deadline for the Dec. 27 paper

will be at noon on Thursday, Dec. 22

Owen Elliott recieved a haircut from stylist Samantha Garrison as
part of Refuge Church's Paper Pantry event.

Old Monroe Man Arrested After Manhunt In Silex

BYBRICE CHANDLER
EDITOR

In the early hours of Friday,
Dec. 16, Lincoln County au-
thorities spent the day search-

ing for a white male subject be-
lieved to be involved in the
shooting, which occurred south
of Silex.  

The large law enforcement

presence concentrated between
Highway H and Highway 61,
north of Highway BB.  

At around 5 pm, the Lincoln
County Sheriff's Office con-
firmed that the suspect, Alex
Kersting, 26, of Old Monroe
was in custody.  

Before Kersting’s arrest,
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Of-
fice asked residents in the area
to remain indoors.  

He has been charged with
multiple offenses following an
overnight shooting that left one
man injured.  

Kersting faces charges of
assault first degree, armed
criminal action, unlawful pos-
session of a firearm, and resist-
ing arrest. He is currently being
held at the Lincoln County Jail
on a $100,000 cash-only bond.  

Alex Kersting
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On Sunday, Dec. 4 the
32nd annual National Associ-
ation of Women in Construc-
tion (NAWIC) block building
competition invited area ele-
mentary students in grades k-
5 to compete in Lego building
competitions where students
were directed to construct
using Legos, aluminum foil,
and string and learn more
about construction as a career.
The event took place in St.

Louis, and Bowling Green El-
ementary was represented.
Several Bowling Green Ele-
mentary students placed in
the event and brought home
Lego prizes. 
In the k-3 division, BGE

third grade student Julius
Wommack placed second and
BGE second grade student
Sebastian Wommack placed
third. Sebastian Wommack
also won first place in Com-
petitor's Choice, wherein all
student competitors voted for
a favorite construction.

Fifth grade student Molly
Lennox was the overall com-
petition winner with a Lego
construction of the Empire
State Building. Lennox will
proceed to the regional com-
petition in early 2023. Win-
ners from regional
competitions advance to na-
tional competition.

Several Bowling Green Elementary students placed during the
block building competition. Julius Wommack (left) and Sebastian
Wommack (right) brought home Lego building sets as prizes. 

Bowling Green Elementary fifth grade student Molly Lennox won
the National Association of Women in Construction's 32nd annual
block building event by creating a replica of the Empire State Build-
ing, using only Legos, foil, and string. Lennox will proceed to the re-
gional competition in early 2023.

32nd Annual NAWIC
Competition Held

Governor Mike Parson an-
nounced the availability of up
to $10 million in grant fund-
ing for maintenance and im-
provements to jails across the
state.  
“Missouri’s county jails

have a key role in our crimi-
nal justice system,” Governor
Parson said. “This $10 mil-
lion grant opportunity is to
provide support to county
jails to ensure facilities are
safe and secure for staff, in-
mates, and visitors. We urge
Missouri sheriffs and county
jail administrative agencies to
consider applying for this
funding before the applica-
tion closes on Dec. 30, 2022.”   
Applications for the Mis-

souri County Jail Mainte-
nance and Improvements
Grant are only being accepted
through the Missouri Depart-
ment of Public Safety online
WebGrants System:
https://dpsgrants.dps.mo.gov/
index.do.  
The grant requires a local

match of 50 percent. For ex-
ample, if the total cost of a
project were $100,000, the
local recipient would be re-
sponsible for $50,000. Local
American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funds may be uti-
lized for the local match. In-
kind matches (soft match)
must be directly related to the
project and may be retroac-
tive to March 2020. No sup-
planting is permitted.   
Eligible grant expenditures

include equipment, supplies,
and contractual expenses to
support county jail mainte-
nance and improvements.  
Grant recipients will be

notified of their awards in
March 2023. Grant funds
must be expended by June 30,
2026. The funding for the jail
maintenance and improve-
ments grants is made avail-
able through ARPA and was
made possible through Mis-
souri House Bill 3020. The
Missouri Department of Pub-
lic Safety is the grant admin-
istrator.

Gov. Parsons
Announces
$10 Million In
Grant Funding

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE
485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED
- BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

Open New Year’s Eve
5 p.m.-?

Serving: Steak & Lobster
Slow Roasted Bone-In 

Prime Rib
Limited Dinner Menu

Calvin’s Restaurant
105 N. Main - Eolia

485-2005

Merry
Christmas

To Our Loyal
Readers

Wishing You
A

GIFTED 
SEASON

Friends, Food,
Fun, 

Festivity
May your holidayMay your holiday
season deliver itseason deliver it
all along with ourall along with our
best wishes &best wishes &

gratitudegratitude

Mick Mehler &
Sons Backhoe, 
Excavating, &

Septic Pumping
99 Mehler Drive
• Silex • 573-
384-5978

Happy Holidays
From the Staff At

HNB Bank

Front row, from left: Kelina Carter, Miranda Brown, and Katie
Kessler. Second row: Rick VanHorn, Stephanie Thoroughman,
Mary Beth Henderson, Karen Kerns, and Sherri Allen.

Bus. Hwy. 61 - Bowling Green
573-324-6100

Holiday Hours: Christmas Eve: Closed
Closed Dec. 26

New Year’s Eve 8:30 a.m.-noon
Closed Jan. 2



Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022 • Page 3THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE

Community News

3404 Georgia St.

G.F.W.C. Heir Study Club
recently honored teachers
during American Education
Week by holding a drawing
among all teachers in the
Bowling Green and St.
Clement school systems. 
Emily Wells, a teacher in

the Bowling Green Elemen-
tary School, and Andrew
Martinson, who teaches sev-
enth grade social studies in
the Bowling Green Middle
School, each received gas
cards.  
Bowling Green’s Heir

Study Club is associated with
General Federation of
Women’s Clubs (G.F.W.C.),
which is an international
women’s organization dedi-
cated to community improve-
ment by enhancing the lives
of others through volunteer
service, and by engaging in
activities that promote art and
culture, education and li-
braries, the environment, and
health and wellness.
G.F.W.C. Heir Study Club
has guest speakers speak on
these topics.  
Also, the club’s commu-

nity projects include provid-
ing funding to school libraries
to purchase books, providing
Missouri Day information to
elementary students, sponsor-
ing Art Awards in the school
system, working in the school
food stands, sponsoring the
Sophomore Pilgrimage stu-
dent each year, providing
scholarships to Bowling
Green High School seniors,
providing paper products to
Anne’s Anchor, providing
canned goods to the Hope
Center, collecting old jewelry
for Monarch Jewelry that as-
sists survivors of sex traffick-
ing, and providing assistance
and supplies to Missouri Girls
Town.                                                                                                                           
If you are interested in

knowing more about

G.F.W.C. Heir Study Club,
please contact the club’s pres-
ident, Kim Pogue, at Kim-
merspogue@aol.com, or by
calling 573-213-9762.

Pictured in the G.F.W.C. Heir Study Club President Kim Pogue,
presenting gas cards to each of the the winners of the drawing.   Pic-
tured, from left:  Emily Wells, Bowling Green Elementary teacher,
Andrew Martinson, Bowling Green seventh grade social studies
teacher, and Pogue.

Heir Study Club Honors
Local Teachers

Gardening is an activity
with many rewards, says
David Trinklein, state horti-
culture specialist for Univer-
sity of Missouri Extension.
“One of them is the satis-

faction of sharing your plant
knowledge with others. The
Master Gardener program
was initiated to do just that,”
Trinklein said. Its motto,
“helping others learn to
grow,” emphasizes service to
others as the program’s main
objective, he said.
A new session of online

Missouri Master Gardener
core training begins Jan. 15,
2023. Trinklein and MU Ex-
tension horticulture specialist
Sarah Denkler teach the 14
online classes. “These classes
represent a viable option for
people who can’t take the
weekly classes in person,”
Trinklein said.
Classes are delivered

through the Canvas learning
management system as a se-
ries of scripted and narrated
presentations. Students work
at their own pace. A compos-
ite score of 70 percent on
chapter quizzes is needed to
pass the course.

Topics include basic
botany, soils and plant nutri-
tion, vegetable gardening,
fruit production, insects and
diseases, and pesticide safety.
Subjects covered include

basic botany, soils and plant
nutrition, vegetable garden-
ing, fruit production, insects
and diseases, landscaping,
turf management and pesti-

cide safety.
Core training is the first

step toward certification as an
MU Extension Master Gar-
dener. Trainees must also
complete at least 30 hours of
volunteer service, Trinklein
said. Local Master Gardener
coordinators can help online
trainees find volunteer oppor-
tunities to meet the service

hour requirements.
“There are Master Gar-

dener programs in every state
of the union and in most
provinces of Canada,” Trin-
klein said.
Registration for the spring

2023 online session closes
Jan. 14., 2023.
For details and registration,

go to mg.missouri.edu.

Online Master Gardener Training Begins Jan. 15

Merry
Christmas

From
Eddie

& 
Kathy

Hoover Trucking - Vandalia

Hickerson 
Shoe Repair

116 N. Court - Bowling Green
324-3688

Come In and Let One Of Our Sales Staff 
help You Find That New Or Quality 

Pre-Owned Vehicle
See Ryan Kent of Curtis Thomas



Harold Eugene
Troesser

Memorial services for
Harold Eugene Troesser, 84,
of Laddonia were at 11 a.m.,
Saturday at Bienhoff Funeral
Home in Laddonia. Burial fol-
lowed in Laddonia Cemetery.

Visitation was from 10
a.m., until the time of the
service at the funeral home.

Mr. Troesser died Wednes-
day, Dec. 14, 2022 outside of
Mexico due to injures sus-
tained from a car accident.

He was born Aug. 30, 1938
in Laddonia the son of Peter
and Rose Deimeke Troesser.
Harold married Shirley Ann
Garnett on Oct. 1, 1960 in
New London. She preceded
him in death on March 17,
2010.

Survivors include one son,
Anthony Troesser and spouse,
Isaias of Lemay; a brother,
Joe Troesser and wife, Pat of
Laddonia; two sisters, Flo-
rence Oakes and Irene Hard,
both of Mexico; one sister-in-
law, Frances Troesser of Lad-
donia; and special companion,
Joyce Dudley of Mexico.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, wife, Shirley,
and one brother, Lawrence
Troesser.

Mr. Troesser was a lifetime
area resident and Catholic by
faith. Harold and Shirley lived
many years in Quincy, Ill.,
where he was a machinist for
Quincy compressor. While in
Quincy he was a member of
the machinist union, North
Side Boat Club, Rocky Point
Boat Club, and the Moose
lodge.

Harold greatly enjoyed
fishing but most of all he en-
joyed socializing with his
friends and family.

Memorial contributions
may be made to The King's
Daughters Home, c/o Bien-
hoff Funeral Home, P.O. Box
6, Laddonia, MO 63352.

Online condolences may
be made at www.bienhofffu-
neralhome.com.

Almeda Mary
Galloway

Almeda Mary Teague Gal-
loway, 101 years of age, of
Nashville, Ill., died Monday,
Dec. 12, 2022, at Friendship

Manor in Nashville, Ill.  
Funeral services were held

at 2 p.m., Saturday at Waters
Funeral Home in Vandalia.
The Rev. Bob Hoehn offici-
ated. Burial was in the Ever-
green Memorial Gardens
Cemetery. 

Visitation celebrating
Almeda's life was held at
noon until the time of the
service Saturday at the funeral
home. 

Almeda was born July 22,
1921, in Laverne, Okla., the
daughter of Edgar Ray and
Elsie Stotler Teague. Almeda
was united in marriage to
Chester Durward Galloway
on March 31, 1946, in Mex-
ico. He preceded her in death
on Sept. 28,1991.

Almeda is survived by two
children, Kay Cragen   and
husband, Jerry of Nashville,
Ill., and Allan Galloway of
Edelstein, Ill.; two grandchil-
dren, Shana Placher and hus-
band, Shane of Chillicothe,
Ill., and Scott Cragen and
wife, Jennifer of Okawville;
Ill.; five great-grandchildren,
Mason, Gunnar, and Maddox
Placher of Chillicothe, Ill.,
and Kaylyn and Lillian Cra-
gen of Okawville, Ill.; sister-
in-law, Theresa Teague of
Vandalia; a special friend,
Jane Webster of Laddonia;
and many other relatives and
friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, husband;
brother, Edgar “Bud” Teague;
and sister, Edith Ridgeway.

Almeda was a member of
the First Baptist Church in
Vandalia for 60 years where
she helped in Sunday School,
Vacation Bible School, and
helped prepare and serve
many church dinners and fu-
neral dinners.

As a youth Almeda worked
in defense plants in California
and Kansas, later she worked
at Van-Far School District
preparing and serving school
meals, then at several facto-
ries in the area. She loved
playing cards, bingo, garden-
ing, cooking, and making
quilts.

Almeda loved her Lord,
believed in prayer, and was a
faithful daily reader of the
Bible.

Pallbearers were Floyd
Vogt, Shane Placher, Scott
Cragen, Dean Middleton,
Mark Wise, and Gordon
Teague.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily is asking that you donate to
a food pantry in Vandalia or
Laddonia, or to Evergreen
Memorial Cemetery, or do a
good deed for someone, c/o
Waters Funeral Home.         

Online condolences may
be made to the family on
Almeda's memorial page at
www.watersfuneral.com  

Betty Josephine
Kingery

Betty Josephine Kingery
Smith, who loved to be called
“Nanny” by her great-grand-
kids, departed her loving fam-
ily on Wednesday, Dec. 14,
2022 at the age of 95 in
Louisiana.  

Funeral services were held
at 11 a.m., Saturday at Collier
Funeral Home in Louisiana.
The Rev. Bill Maupin offici-
ated.  Burial was at Mt. Zion
Cemetery near Bowling
Green.  

Visitation was from 4-7
p.m., Friday at the funeral
home.

Betty was born in Time,
Ill., on July 30, 1927 to Jacob
Marshall and Hilda Bernice
Denison Kingery. She was the
widow of Floyd Emery
Smith. They shared 38 years
of marriage.  She was mother
to Linda Kingery.

She was a member of First
Baptist Church.  As a Home-
maker, Betty was known for
her exceptional cooking and
sewing abilities. Her hobbies
included traveling, humming-
bird watching and spending
time with family. She was
most proud of getting to
watch her great grandkids
grow into adults.

She is survived by her
daughter, Linda Marie
Kingery; grandchildren,
Tammy Preston Stokes, and
Amie Preston; great-grand-
children, Michael Stokes, Jr.
and wife, Marlana, Brooke
Stokes and Kyler Lawson;
and a great-great-grandson,
Noah Michael Stokes.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, husband,
Floyd Smith, brother, William
Kingery, and infant grand-
daughter, Pamela Preston.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions in Betty’s name can be

made to the Mt. Zion Ceme-
tery Association, c/o Mary
Lou Dempsey, 15960 Pike
252, Bowling Green, MO
63334 or Community Loving
Care Hospice, 1310 S. Busi-
ness Highway 61 Suite B,
Bowling Green, MO 63334.

Aubrey
McFarland

Aubrey McFarland, 92, of
Louisiana died and went to
the Lord and Savior on Fri-
day, Dec. 16, 2022.  

Funeral services will be
held at 11:30 a.m., Tuesday
(today) at Collier Funeral
Home in Louisiana.  The Rev.
Dale Law will officiate.  Bur-
ial with full military honors
will be at the Riverview
Cemetery in Louisiana.  

Visitation will be from 10
a.m., until time of service
Tuesday (today) at the funeral
home.

Aubrey was born Nov. 20,
1930 in Akron, Colo., to
Lloyd and Emma Goldsworth
McFarland. Aubrey and
Wanda Stewart were married
and they were together for 68
years.

He is survived by his wife,
Wanda; children, Audrey, and
Jerry Dunn of Clermont, Fla.,
Paula and Larry Stoops of
Louisiana, and Troy and
Jamie of Ft Worth, Texas; and
grandchildren, Tiffani and Bo
Ringhausen, Ryan, Holly,
Chelsea, and Stephen and,
Jennifer; and great-grandchil-
dren, Aubree, Emma, Logan,
Kelsey and Phillip, Joey sand
Sydney, and Jackson; and
great-great-grandchildren,
Aubri, Gage, and Tanner.  He
is also survived by Grady
(Sondra) and Kermit (Mary
Nell).

He is preceded in death by
parents, Lloyd and Emma
McFarland, and siblings, Mil-
dred, Ardyce, and Ivan.

In Colorado when Aubrey
was born, his dad and mother
were ranchers.  When Aubrey
was 13, his dad retired and
they moved to Fayetteville,
Ark.  There he graduated from
Prairie Grove High School.
He was a veteran of the US
Army serving in the Korean
War in the combat zone.  He
had received the Korean Serv-
ice Medal and a Bronze Star.
He attended college at Chilli-
cothe taking courses in con-
cepts of engineering and
Ohmart School of Radiation
in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Aubrey was employed with
Hercules, Inc. for 38 years
and helped start the ammo-
nium nitrate plant.  He was a
supervisor in acid prill plant
for 10 years and the pentaery-
thritol plant for 28 years.  He
was an area supervisor at the
time of his retirement in 1995.  

He was a member of the
Church of Christ in Louisiana
and had helped build the
church in 1962.  He also was
a church trustee for many
years.  He belonged to the
Lions where he served in all
offices, including President. 

He was a member of the
American Legion Post #370,
ELKS member since 1981,
Pike County Country Club
member since 1970 and
served on the board of gover-
nors.  He was a Louisiana
Councilman from 1974 to
1980 and again in 1985 to
1987.

He was an avid golfer and
boater.  He enjoyed running
the river and loved the town
of Louisiana.  He had traveled
to many states and countries,
but said he’d rather live in
Louisiana than any other
place.

In lieu of sending flowers,
memorials may be made to
Community Loving Care
Hospice.
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Obituaries

Keep your 
dollars 

working 
in our 

community!

Wishing Everyone
A Merry Christmas!
REID

INSURANCE AGENCY
Bus. Hwy. 54 W. - Bowling Green

324-3500

Remember 
the reason 
for the season
Merry Christmas!

All-Parts
20151 Hwy. UU - Louisiana

754-4545

We appreciate your 
business and look 

forward to serving you
in the future.

Merry Christmas
From 

Elizabeth, Kenzie,
Teriann, Robin &

Rachel
Pike County

Title Co.
215 W. Church 
Bowling Green

324-5880

Kathy Gamm, Cory Buchanan & Shellie Kloecke, agents

Call your local office today and learn how
we insure what matters most

JOY, PEACE, LOVE
Customer trust is the greatest gift we received. Our gift to you
is the promise of exceptional service and quality insurance.
We join Grinnell Mutual in wishing you and your family a
happy and peaceful holiday season. Trust in Tomorrow

Contact us today.

Pike County 
Mutual 

Insurance Co.
22 W. Main ~ Bowling Green ~ 324-5301

Card Of Thanks
The family of Bonnie McCurdy

would like to thank the community
and friends, for the cards, flowers,
food, support, and expression of
sympathy during this difficult time.  

Mike J. McCurdy
Michael “Bub & Amanda & Family
Jimmy “Jay” & Becky & Family

Charles “PeeWee” & Jill & Family 

Card Of Thanks
The family of Romana Ann Grote would like

to express their sincere gratitude to all who of-
fered sympathy and comfort for the loss of our
mother and grandmother.

We would like to thank all who sent prayers,
cards, food, flowers, monetary donations, me-
morial stones or thought of us in any way.

We also would like to thank Ryan Bibb and
Angi Korte of Bibb-Veach Funeral Home and
Crematory for their kindness and understand-
ing.

We want to thank Fr. Henry Ussher for the
beautiful Mass and burial, to Laurie Schucken-
brock, Marcia Tepen, and the St. Clement
School students for the beautiful music.

Thank you to the St. Clement Ladies Sodality
for putting on the meal and to all who con-
tributed with delicious food, fried chicken, and
ham.

Thank you to the PCMH swing bed program
and the Pike County Home Health & Hospice
for the wonderful care given to our loved one.

LeaAnn & Keith Lawrence & Family
Debbie & Cliff Fuerst & Family
Nancy & Richard Allen & Family
Randy & Melony Grote & Family
Danny & Sherry Grote & Family

Melinda Grote & Family
Chris & Sheri Grote & Family
Kelly & Tray Hunt & Family

Amy Beth Grote
And Special Friend Jill Walker

State Farm Insurance
501 W. Hwy. 54 • Vandalia • 594-6409

Ramsey Dickerman, agent

Vandalia Barber Shop
will be closed for

vacation Dec. 27-Jan. 2
Thanks for your pa-
tronage and have a
Merry Christmas

and a 
Happy New Year

Griffith 
Graduates From
Quincy University

Quincy University hosted
its Winter Commencement
ceremony on Saturday, Dec.
10, in Pepsi Arena. 

The 2022 graduating class
is comprised of 62 under-
graduate and 10 graduate de-
gree recipients.

Rebecca Anne Griffith of
Bowling Green received a
bachelor of science in busi-
ness marketing

QU President Brian
McGee, Ph.D., convened the
ceremony. Marsha Kelliher,
J.D., LL.M., president of
Simpson College in Indi-
anola, Iowa, delivered the
commencement address. As
the first female president of
Simpson College, President
Kelliher reflected on her ex-
periences in that pioneering
role and shared ways that the
concept "first" can be under-
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The Clarksville Memorial
VFW Post 4610 and Auxil-
iary held their Christmas Cel-
ebration at the Riverside
Restaurant in Clarksville on
Monday, Dec. 12 at 4:30 p.m.

It was a very enjoyable
evening with 15 attending.
The meal and service was
great. 

Cards were signed for vet-
erans in the Mexico Veteran
Home, 120 along with items
for the home, five cards each
for Country View Nursing Fa-
cility in Bowling Green,
Lynn’s Heritage House,
Maple Grove Lodge in
Louisiana and Elsberry
Health Care.

Commander Herbert

Everett Presented everyone in
attendance with a Christmas
cup. 

Joanne Hammuck pre-
sented Commander Herbert
and President Mary Tarpein
with a gift certificate for their
dedicated service to the VFW
and  Auxiliary.

Items discussed was the re-
port of Eolia Lights on a suc-
cess, Wreaths Across
America, met at Greenwood
Cemetery on Saturday, Dec.
17 at 10 a.m., will hold regu-
lar meeting on Monday, Jan.
2 at post home at 6 p.m.

A memorial stone was pre-
sented to Robbert Howland in
memory of his sister.

Clarksville VFW, Auxiliary
Christmas Celebration

Young Enterprises, Inc.Young Enterprises, Inc.
25759 Highway 161 • New Hartford25759 Highway 161 • New Hartford

573-669-5225573-669-5225

Ayers Oil Co.
410 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. - Bowling Green

324-2266

Kuda’s Auto
Repair

Bienhoff Funeral Home L.C.
(573) 594-2223

•Perry   •Vandalia   •Laddonia   •Center

From All Of Us At

We hope all your
dreams come true 
during this magical

time of year.

For the gift of your 
business,

we feel truly blessed.
Thanks!

Bowling
Green 

Tractor
1201 Bus. Hwy. 61 S.

Bowling Green
324-3337

To All Our 
Valued Customers

Have A Merry Christmas!
Ingram
Plumbing
1240 Bus. Hwy. 61

Bowling Green
324-5257

Holiday Hours: Closed Dec. 24-26  • Open Tuesday, Dec. 27
New Year’s Closed Jan. 1-Jan. 2 • Reopen Tuesday, Jan. 3

Spare Time Bowl & Grill
1201 Hwy. P • Vandalia

594-2165

To all our 
many customers 

& friends
MERRY CHRISTMAS
It has been our pleasure to have 
been of  service. We look forward 

to seeing you next year!
Cozy C RV 
Campground
Highway 54 East
Bowling Green
324-3055

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year!

Perkins Electrical Service
819 Bus. 61 N. • Bowling Green

324-5366
Brennan Perkins

Vandalia Florist
Wishing Everyone A
Very Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

Thanks for your 
patronage in 2022!

215 S. Main St. - Vandalia
594-3444

Happy Holidays!
from your friends at

Bowling Green
Insurance

1101 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. - Bowling Green
324-5762

Merry ChristmasJensen SignsWith 
Columbia College
Van-Far senior Mara Jensen

signed a letter of intent Wednes-
day, Dec. 14 to play for Columbia
College next year. Mara remarked
“I’m excited to continue my basket-
ball career at Columbia College!
I’m thankful for all of my coaches,
teammates, and family who have
pushed me to get where I am
today.” Pictured, front row, left:
Sara Jensen, Mara, and Scott
Jensen. Second row: Dustin
Elledge, Heather Minter, and Co-
lumbia College coach James
Arnold.
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WE WELCOME YOUR LOCAL NEWS

Wishing Everyone A
Very Merry Christmas!
Poage Ford

1110 S. Bus. Hwy. 61
Bowling Green

324-5130

Todd-Watts Realty
573-754-6961

Tim 
Jenkins

3404 Georgia 
Louisiana

573-754-3453 
tjenkins@

ShelterInsurance.com

Niemeyer
Family
Farms

208 Bus. Hwy. 61 North - Bowling Green
324-5424

DAIRY QUEEN GRILL & CHILL
810 W. Hwy. 54 • Vandalia • 594-2062

BREAKFAST SERVED DAILY

Thank you 
for a great year!

from all of us at
Bowling Green 

Redi Mix 
& Kerns Construction

Bus. Hwy. 61 N.  •  Bowling Green

324-3433

Merry
Christmas

Have 
Yourself 
A Merry 
Little

Christmas

A&W Communications
100 N. Main - Eolia - 485-3500

Mike’s Tire Service
Bus. Hwy. 61 N. - Bowling Green

324-3389

LaCrosse Lumber Co.
1014 W. Adams St. - Bowling Green

324-5431

Knight 
Equipment

Bowling Green - 324-3212

The People’s Tribune Is The Area’s ONLY
Locally Owned & Operated Newspaper!

Silex
Banking Co.

20 S. Second  - Silex
384-5421



B.G.’S FLEA MAR-
KET -  under new man-
agement. Lower prices.
573-470-8074.

USED DOU-
BLEWIDE - DUTCH.
Amish built in Indiana,
excellent condition, 3
bed., 2 bath. FINANC-
ING. Call for info 573-
249-3333, marktwain
mobilehomes.com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used
mobile homes. Call or
text 573-338-6250 or
email GregS.CDH@
outlook.com. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In
Vandalia. Units in 3
sizes - 10x20, 10x10,
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MATU-
RITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion,
shower, birthday. Call
Art Wiser, 594-3224.
Memberships available.
(tf)

WHITE bank enve-
lope with cash inside at
lot at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Louisiana.
Please call 573-485-
4866 if found.

GLASS-TOP Amana
range, electric, $75.
Vandalia Firestone &
Appliance, 573-594-
6624.

FIREARMS, ammu-
nition, reloading sup-
plies. MO. Firearms Co.
573-470-9111 (x8-1)

FIREARMS 10%
over cost. Mo. Firearms
Co. 573-470-9111 (c20-
30)

R E F URN I S H E D
COMPUTERS, parts,
accessories. Call
Geeky Hillbilly Comput-
ers 573-324-7176. (tf)

GOOD used tires,
passenger & light truck,
$15 & up. Vandalia
Firestone & Appliance,
594-6624. 

METAL - We special-
ize in new pole build-
ings and new metal
house roofs and all
buildings. Wagler Met-
als: 21764 Pike 409,
Bowling Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC rock
clearing rake, $1,500.
636-697-8499. (tf)

NO HUNTING/
TRESPASSING on
land belonging to John
Boyd and Clarissa
Woods. Violators will be
prosecuted. Will not be
responsible for acci-
dents on property. (tf)

NO HUNTING or
trespassing, Murry
Shepherd Farms. Viola-
tors will be prosecuted.
Not responsible for in-
juries or accidents.

NO HUNTING or
trespassing on land
owned by Orey and
Elizabeth Shepherd. Vi-
olators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible
for accidents on the
property. (11-30-22)

BETTS EXCAVAT-
ING - All kinds of work.
Reasonable rates. 754-
2371. (tf)

GEEKY HILLBILLY
COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & recycling,
573-324-7176, 573-
567-6164. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMP-
ING - Commercial or
residential, septic
pumping & repair,
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty
rentals. Butch Menne,
573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential,
portable toilet rental,
job sites, special
events, auctions.
Brown’s Septic Pump-
ing, 206 Brown Lane,
Louisiana, 754-5812.

NAME DOILIES -
Hand crocheted by Ann
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@gmail.
com. (tf)
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All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at noon.  

GARAGE SALES

PUT OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS

TO 
WORK
FOR YOU

EARLY DEADLINE
FOR DEC. 27 ISSUE

NOON
THURSDAY, DEC. 22

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LOCAL 

NEWS

CALL 
324-6111

TO PLACE AN AD

FOR SALE

CALL 
324-6111 
TO PLACE
YOUR ADS

P   
   

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

NO HUNTING

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488

Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

NO HUNTING

LOST

MOBILE HOMES

SERVICES

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT
For Sale
754-5812

We Buy 
Salvage Cars

and 
Farm Equipment

Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage
754-3265 or 754-0508

20 Word Limit Bring in a photo 
and a brief description of your car, truck, motorcycle, camper or boat
on a trailer and we’ll feature it in The People’s Tribune for 12 weeks

DEALS
On Wheels

1991 KENWORTH - 8.3
Cummings, 6 spd., 18’
bed and hoist, 2,000 gal.
stainless tank with baf-
fles, 3 in. valve & hoses.
324-3688.

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C.
Serving the region

for 32 years

Got pain?
Digestive problems?
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy
is really QUITE SIMPLE!

Call today - 573-324-2225
300 W. Main 

Bowling Green

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

Notice
Martin General Contractors, LLC will be

bidding as a General Contractor on the fol-
lowing project.

Project:
Shepherd of the Hills Fish Hatchery Con-

servation Center Replacement
Taney County, Missouri
Address:  483 Hatchery Rd, Branson, MO

65616
Job No.:  56-01-71
Martin General Contractors, LLC are

seeking bids from MBE, WBE and SDVE
companies.

Plans and specification are available at
QuestCDN.  www.questcdn.com

Pre-bid meeting on 12/13/22 at 10 a.m.
Bids on 1/11/23 at 2 p.m.

Please contact Aaron Martin at (573) 485-
2107 or by email: amartin@martin-gc.com

Notice
Martin General Contractors, LLC will

be bidding as a General Contractor on the
following project.

Project Title and Number:
Renovate Sub (Acid) Lab
Missouri Geological Survey (DNR)
Rolla, Missouri
Project No.:  W2001-01
Martin General Contractors, LLC are

seeking bids from MBE, WBE and SDVE
companies.

Plans and specification are available at
American Document Solutions.
https://www.adsplanroom.net

Pre-bid meeting on 12/12/22 at 10 a.m.
Bids on 12/29/22 at 1:30 p.m.

Please contact Aaron Martin at (573) 485-
2107 or by email: amartin@martin-gc.com

USDA Accepts Applications For 
Rural Energy For America Program
U.S. Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) Secretary
Tom Vilsack announced that
the department is making
$300 million available under
the Rural Energy for America
Program (REAP) to expand
renewable energy and support
energy-efficiency projects for
people living in rural Amer-
ica. This funding includes
$250 million provided by the
Biden-Harris Administra-
tion’s historic legislative
package known as the Infla-
tion Reduction Act.  
USDA Rural Development

is in a unique position to
make climate-smart invest-
ments in rural infrastructure.
The Inflation Reduction Act
represents the largest ever
federal investment in clean
energy for the future. This
historic funding will
strengthen our energy secu-
rity, create good-paying jobs,
and save Americans money
on their energy costs.  
USDA is seeking applica-

tions for Fiscal Year 2023

funding. Two significant
changes to this additional
funding include an increase in
the maximum Federal grant
share from 25-40 percent of
total project cost and an in-
crease of maximum grant
amounts from $250,000 to
$500,000 for energy effi-
ciency projects and an in-
crease from $500,000 to
$1,000,000 for renewable en-
ergy systems. Projects in un-
derserved areas are prioritized
for funding under this notice.  
USDA will host an infor-

mational webinar for appli-
cants and stakeholders on
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022,
from 3-4:30 p.m., Eastern
Time. To register, visit:
https://www.zoomgov.com/w
ebinar/register/WN_BSQ3b8
K6Sz-sbpdJluEtfw.  

Agricultural producers and
rural small businesses are eli-
gible applicants for loan guar-
antees and grants to develop
renewable energy systems
and to make energy efficiency

improvements. State and
local governments, federally-
recognized tribes, land-grant
colleges or universities or
other institutions of higher
education, rural electric coop-
eratives, public power enti-
ties, and Resource
Conservation & Development
Councils (as defined in 16
USC §3451) are eligible ap-
plicants for grants to conduct
energy audits and provide de-
velopment assistance.  
Interested applicants are

encouraged to contact their
local USDA Rural Develop-
ment State Energy Coordina-
tor well in advance of the
application deadlines to dis-
cuss their project and ask any
questions about the REAP
program or the application
process.  

Additional information on
the required materials and
how to apply for the REAP
program are available on page
77059 of the Dec. 16, 2022,
Federal Register.
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Wishing You
A Blessed 
Holiday!

606 W. Main
Bowling Green

324-2211

www.bibbveach.com

Collier Funeral Home
117 Barnard Dr.

Louisiana
754-4800

Christmas 
blessings to 

you and yours...
We look forward to 

serving you in
2023!

Meyer Implement Co.
Bus. Hwy. 61 N. • Bowling Green

324-5261

Wishing
Everyone
A
Merry
Christmas!
We thank you
brightening up
our year with
your visits and
look forward to
serving you
again next
year!

RP Land
Company
Denise Leverett
314-504-4832

Bright Wishes
& Warm Regards

At Christmastime we’re all aglow, when we think of the good
folks that we know. So before the candles all burn out,

We’d like to say without a doubt  -- That for your goodwill and
friendship too, we’re really thankful for each one of you!

State Farm Insurance
1210 S. Bus. 61

Bowling Green - 324-5534
Paul Schuchard, agent

Surprise!
Please join us as we celebrate

Bob Cannon’s
90th Birthday

Sunday, Jan. 1 - 2-4 p.m.
Come to an open house at the

VFW in Bowling Green
No Gifts Please!

Hosted by his children

Christmas Eve At Grandma’s
Christmas Eve, the 24th, is a night to remember,
it’s my very favorite night in December.
We go to Grandma’s, and we all know,
we’re going to get there even with knee-deep snow.
There are aunts and uncles, moms and dads,
brothers, sisters, cousins, and the little lads.
On the table is the turkey and hams,
baked beans, potatoes, and yams.
The children are getting hungry, and want to eat,
the adults are thanking God for the feast.
After supper we sit around and chat,
then take pictures, sing, open gifts, the kids like that.
Then it’s time to go home and hit the sack,
because Santa Claus is coming back.
The kids ask why they have to go to bed,
Mom and Dad say you know who’s coming all
dressed in red.
Grandma asked me to write this, and there’s noth-
ing left to say,
except now, I think we should sit down at the table and pray.

By 
Wesley Watts

Two of the three gifts of the
Wise Men – frankincense and
myrrh – remain in high demand
more than 5,000 years after gain-
ing popularity in religious rituals,
says University of Missouri Exten-
sion horticulturist Michele War-
mund.

Ancient Egyptians used myrrh
to embalm corpses and Romans
burned it as a type of incense at fu-
neral pyres. Ancient Egyptian,
Greek and Roman societies
burned frankincense or myrrh in-
cense during rituals.

The resins became expensive
due to the tolls, taxes and labor
costs incurred when transporting
them across treacherous routes to
markets. They were so valuable
that authorities strip-searched la-
borers who processed frankin-
cense daily to prevent pilfering,
says Warmund.

The woodsy, earthy fragrance
of frankincense and the warm,
spicy aromas of myrrh still hold a
place in the modern-day world.
Today, resins and oils from frank-
incense and myrrh trees are used
in perfumes, cosmetics, aro-
matherapy and medicines. The de-
mand for frankincense oil remains
high, especially in China, making it

a $7 billion industry.
Frankincense resin comes from

woody species in the Boswellia
genus and grows in arid climates,
such as Ethiopia and Somalia in
eastern Africa and Oman and
Yemen on the Arabian Peninsula.

Closer to home, Boswellia
sacra trees grow in warm, arid re-
gions of the United States. This
frankincense species is a small,
slow-growing tree or large shrub
that reaches a height of 16-20 feet.
It thrives in well-drained, sandy or
rocky calcareous soil. Sparse com-
pound leaves grow on scrubby
branches, and trunks have papery,
peeling bark. In spring, trees pro-
duce showy cream-colored flowers
with five petals with red centers.

Frankincense, Myrrh Scents
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106 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. • Bowling Green
573-324-2525

Louisiana Downtown - 101 S. Third St. -
573-754-5517

Member FDIC

from all your friends at

Wishing you a Wishing you a 
Happy Holiday SeasonHappy Holiday Season

Holiday Hours: Closed Dec. 24 & 26 
Close at noon Dec. 31  Closed Jan. 2

Remember the 
reason for the 
season

Merry 
Christmas!

301 N. Main Vandalia

594-6448

Thank you for
your patronage

and we look 
forward to 

serving you in
the coming year!

Dawson’s Collision CenterDawson’s Collision Center
1212 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. 1212 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. 

Bowling Green • 324-2422Bowling Green • 324-2422

Haden’s Motorsports Center
6187 Hwy. 61 N. - Frankford

784-2559

Merry 
Christmas

from

Waters
Funeral
Home

500 Main St.
Vandalia

594-
2125

“For God so loved the world, 
that He gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.”

John 3:16 

Calvert’s 
Insurance

124 W. Main - Bowling Green

324-2321

Merry Christmas 
from your friends at

Vandalia
Firestone,
Appliance

&
Furniture

213 S. Main
Vandalia

573-594-6624

Wishing 
Everyone 

A Very 
Merry

Christmas!

NECAC Participates In Workforce Housing Town Hall

The North East Commu-
nity Action Corporation
(NECAC) was among stake-
holders providing advice at a
Workforce Housing Town
Hall for Northeast Missouri.

The Friday, Dec. 9 event at
Northeast Power in Palmyra
was organized by State Rep.
Louis Riggs, who announced
at the Tri-State Housing Sum-
mit in September that he
planned to form a statewide
task force to look at housing
issues.

The town hall brought to-
gether local and state law-
makers with representative
from the public and private
sectors in Northeast Missouri.

“Workforce housing is the
future of our region,” Riggs
said. “As we struggle to find
new and improved ways of
getting people here, we have
to find a place to put them.”

Riggs said housing is a key
to economic development ef-
forts.

“The traditional path to
wealth (and the) middle class
in this country in the last hun-
dred years has been through
homeownership,” he said.
“So, we need to basically look
at all the available avenues

and see what we need to do
from a policy perspective,
from an appropriations per-
spective to get in front of this
problem that we really want
to have, which is more people
in our area.”

NECAC Deputy Director
Carla Potts, who outlined
housing programs offered by
the agency, said the town hall

was beneficial.
“The opportunity to net-

work with others around the
housing issue is important,”
Potts said. “I look forward to
new partnerships and new op-
portunities as we move for-
ward together. Many thanks
to Representative Riggs and
Northeast Power for bringing
us all together.”

One of the people attend-
ing was Alison Ross, who
lives in a NECAC apartment
complex. She will soon earn a
teaching degree, and lauds
NECAC for the support it of-
fered in helping her to im-
prove her life.

“I hope to open eyes about
what we need and what is
usually not brought up on the
table,” Ross said of her partic-
ipation.

Another successful resi-
dent of income-based housing
couldn’t make the Dec. 9
meeting, but Potts read her
story to the audience. Brittany
Rice, a mother of two, will

graduate next May with a
bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion.

“Thanks to NECAC, I will
be able to create a better life
for my family, and I was able
to do so while still being able

to stay home with my favorite
little humans,” she wrote.

The next step is to put sug-
gestions together and come
up with a plan for financing
through public and private
partnerships. Riggs said he
hopes to use ideas as a basis
for legislation.

County Market Pharmacy
1106 Hwy. 61 - Bowling Green

324-3383

Alison Ross, left, and Carla Potts listen during the Workforce
Housing Town Hall in Palmyra.

State Rep. Louis Riggs leads
a Workforce Housing Town Hall
Friday, Dec. 9 in Palmyra.
NECAC was one of the regional
participants.

54040 Hwy. 54 E.
Vandalia
594-3461

With the warmest
regards this Christmas

from your friends at

Craig’s
Truck & 

Tractor 
Service

B&B
Automotive
812 W. Main St. -
Bowling Green
573-470-
8170

Merry
Christmas &
Happy New

Year
From 
The

Mercantile
Bank

222 Georgia
Louisiana
754-6221
Member FDIC
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