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Clopton Invitational Is This Week
BY BRICE J. CHANDLER

EDITOR
The 2023 Clopton Hawk

Invitational Basketball Tour-
nament begins just after the
New Year’s holiday. The girls'
bracket started Monday, Jan.
2.   

In the high school gym,
top-seeded Winfield will play
(8) Mark Twain at 6 p.m. fol-
lowed by (4) Clopton taking
on (5) Monroe City at 7:30
p.m. The Lady Hawks
bounced back from a tough
run with wins over Mark
Twain and Liberty and are
currently 5-4 for the season.   

In the middle school gym,
(2) Silex will face (7) Wright
City at 6 p.m. Silex goes into
the tournament with a 5-4
record after falling to Win-
field before the holiday break.
That game is followed by (3)
Elsberry squaring off with (6)
Louisiana. The Lady Bull-
dogs are 4-4 for the season
after taking a loss to a tough
Palmyra team on Dec. 20. De-

spite the loss, the Louisiana
ladies go into the Clopton
tournament well ahead of last
year where they broke their
two-year winless streak. The
Elsberry Lady Indians move
into the tournament with a
four-game winning streak and
a 5-4 record.   

The semifinals will be held
on Wednesday, Jan. 4 in the
new and old gyms respec-
tively with games at 6 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. The consola-
tion final taking place on Fri-
day, Jan. 6 at 5 p.m., the
third-place game following at
6 p.m., and the championship
at 8 p.m.   

For the boys’ side of the
bracket, the opening round
action begins on Tuesday,
Jan. 3.   

In the High School gym,
top-seeded home team Clop-
ton goes up against (8) Silex
at 6 p.m. The Hawks are look-
ing to be the favorite to win
again this year. They’re going
into the tournament with a

six-game winning streak and
a 7-1 record. Following that
game, (4) Monroe City takes
on (5) Winfield.   

In the Middle School gym,
(2) Elsberry will square off
against (7) Wright City at 6
p.m. Elsberry goes into the
tournament with a 6-4 record.
That game is followed by (3)
Louisiana battling (6) Mark
Twain at 7:30 p.m. Louisiana
is looking to improve over
last year’s overtime loss to
Elsberry at the invitational
and with a 6-3 record, they
could prove a challenge.   

The semifinals will be on
Thursday, Jan. 5 in the new
and old gyms respectively
with games at 6 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. The championships
round will be played on Sat-
urday, Jan. 7. The consolation
game starts at 2 p.m., the
third-place game will take
place at 3:30 p.m., and the
championship will be played
at 5 p.m.  

Tri-County Baptist Homes
Names Administrator, DON

Aaron Witte of Vandalia
was named the new adminis-
trator at Tri-County Baptist
Homes in Vandalia.

Witte graduated from Van-
Far High School in 2004. I
graduated from University of
Missouri-Columbia with my
BS in biological sciences in
2008. He then entered gradu-
ate school at the School of
Health Professions and grad-
uated with a doctorate of
physical therapy in 2011.
Witte then returned to Univer-
sity of Missouri-Columbia's
master of healthcare adminis-
tration executive program in
2015, graduating in 2017.

Witte is married to his high
school sweetheart and love of
my life, Kacie, for the last 16
years. They have five children
Noah, 13, Elizabeth, 7,
Nathanael, 5, Abigail, 4, and
baby Levi, nearly 10-months-
old. 

He has worked as a physi-
cal therapist since graduating
in 2011 at Audrain Medical
Center, Boone Hospital, and

in long term care with Rehab-
Care/Select Rehab. Witte was
currently working full-time
with the Missouri First Steps
program providing early in-
tervention services for chil-

dren 0-3 years old and served
as a director and tutor of his
family's Classical Conversa-
tions homeschool community.
“I feel strongly that God has

Pictured, front left: interim administrator Penny Kampeter; newly
appointed administrator Aaron Witte; newly appointed DON Judy Mor-
ris; Baptist Homes board member Jim Hodge; and TCCC board pres-
ident Connie Hesse.
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Museum To Sponsor
‘Cupid’s Couples’ Contest

BY BRENT ENGEL
Did you have a flat tire on

the first date?
How about a bridesmaid

barfing during the ceremony?
Perhaps the two of you

ended up in Timbuktu instead
of Waikiki?

The Louisiana Area Histor-
ical Museum is looking for
humorous stories for its
Cupid’s Couples contest, co-
sponsored by KJFM Radio,
The People’s Tribune, Bowl-
ing Green Times and The
Louisiana Press-Journal.

Married residents of Pike
County, MO, are invited to
submit one-page essays fea-
turing a funny memory of
their courtship, wedding or
honeymoon.

The winning entry will be
announced Feb. 14 and will
receive a $300 cash prize,
courtesy of the museum’s co-
sponsors. The deadline to

enter is Tuesday, Feb. 7.
Essays will be judged upon

whimsical content and amus-
ing value. No salacious or li-
belous material will be
considered.

“We want to hear your
crazy, hysterical, ridiculous
tales of one of the most im-
portant and serious endeavors
any of us will embark upon,”
said Museum President Brent
Engel. “We could all use a
laugh right now, and who
couldn’t use $300? I’m al-
ready hearing narratives that
include forgotten rings, dogs
walking brides down the aisle
and 80-year-old flower girls.
I can’t wait to see what Pike
County couples offer.”

Entries should be confined
to 150 words, must be single-
spaced and be typed using a
12-point to 16-point text,
preferably with a Times New

Roman or Helvetica font. No
handwritten entries, please.

All submissions must con-
tain the names of each spouse
and a contact telephone num-
ber with an e-mail address.

Entries should be e-mailed
to   bengel2022@gmail.com.
Submissions may also be
mailed to the Louisiana Area
Historical Museum, 304
Georgia Street, Louisiana,
MO 63353, but must be post-
marked by Feb. 7.

Additional explanations of
the situation described by par-
ticipants may be requested
and the winning couple may
be interviewed by area media.

Submissions become the
property of the museum and
will not be returned. The mu-
seum will have the sole dis-
cretion of selecting a winner.
museum board members are
not eligible.

MDC Forester Suggests Ways 
To ‘Regift’ Live Christmas Trees
Let Cuivre River State Park Recycle Your Christmas Tree Through Jan. 15

Give fish a gift this year by
recycling your live Christmas
tree. 

Cuivre River State Park
will accept live Christmas
trees for fish habitat until
Sunday, Jan. 15, 2023.

Team members from
Cuivre River State Park will
join fisheries biologists from
the Missouri Department of
Conservation to sink the do-
nated trees in Lake Lincoln in
an effort to improve fish habi-
tat. By providing structure
and cover for fish, the trees
will improve fishing opportu-
nities for park visitors.

Cuivre River State Park is
located five miles east of Troy
at 678 State Route 147. The
drop-off point will be marked
with a sign at the back of the
visitor's center parking lot. 

A live Christmas tree
brings us many gifts for the
season.  From the spicy-sweet
aroma, the elegance of their
stature, to the charming deco-
rations that adorn them.  But
after the holidays, you can
carry on the benefits of live
Christmas trees in many con-
servation-friendly ways by
regifting them back to nature,
according to Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation Depart-
ment (MDC) foresters.  

Since they come from na-
ture in the first place, one of
the advantages live Christmas
trees is that they can be recy-
cled to benefit the environ-
ment, wildlife, and even
people. There are plenty of
after-holiday uses to consider. 

“Most live trees can be
chipped and turned into
mulch, which you can use to
return organic matter to the
soil,” said MDC Community
Forester Mark Grueber.  “As

the mulch breaks down, it
helps keep soil moist and cool
during the summer and
warmer during the winter.”

Many municipalities will
offer mulching services
where residents can drop of
their trees and return later to
collect the mulch.  Or, if
homeowners have no use for
it, the mulch might find a
place in public works projects
to benefit the community.

Along the same lines, gar-
deners can cut boughs and
branches from their trees and
place over perennial beds to
help protect from frost and
snow.  Pine needles are very
moisture and mold-resistant,
thanks to their waxy qualities.

Used Christmas trees can
also give a holiday gift to
wildlife, according to Grue-
ber.  “They are great for habi-
tat – place them in a quiet
corner of your yard to provide
cover for wildlife or stand
them up and place bird feed-
ers on them for winter feed-
ing,” he recommended.
Those with property might
also use the used trees to
build brush piles for wildlife.

And naturally, there are
craft ideas that make use of
post-holiday trees.  Grueber
said there are plenty of ideas
to be discovered online.  The
branches can find a use as
part of a potpourri mix or be
woven into an after-holiday
wreath.  Discs cut from the
trunk, dried in the oven, and
painted, will create a multi-
tude of things, like drink
coasters, refrigerator mag-
nets, wall art, even ornaments
for next year’s tree.

Property owners can sink
used trees into their ponds to
help create homes for fish.

The trees benefit some of the
most popular species that an-
glers like to pursue, including
largemouth bass, bluegill, re-
dear sunfish and crappie.

Since these fish typically
spawn in shallow water,
MDC recommends tying the
tree to a cement block and
submerging it at a depth of
four-seven feet.  This gives
emerging fish easy access to
the cover.  No need to cut it
up, the entire tree is best for
creating fish structure.  Of
course, you do need to re-
move all traces of decora-
tions, tinsel, or garlands.
Since the underwater habitat
will concentrate fish, place
the tree so you can easily cast
nearby, and you might see a
boost in your catch rate.

Something absolutely not
to do with a Christmas tree,
though, is burn it in the fire-
place.   Evergreen needles
contain nitrogen and sub-
stances called terpenes, which
are highly toxic when burned,
making the smoke unsafe to
breath.  Burning coniferous
trees can also build up flam-
mable, corrosive creosotes on
the inside of a chimney.  Fi-
nally, evergreen needles
might cause sparks, and a fire
danger in your home.

One of the many beauties
of live Christmas trees is their
potential to be recycled in so
many beneficial ways.
Regifting them to nature truly
embodies the spirit of the sea-
son and can continue to pro-
vide natural benefits long
after the holidays are over.

A used Christmas tree lies
in a snow-covered backyard
to provide cover for birds and
wildlife.

Bowling Green Bobcats Football Is
Highest Scoring Team In The Nation In 2022
Starks Stat Leader For TDs, Scoring

BY BRICE J. CHANDLER
EDITOR

A recent article on Max-
Preps by Kevin Askeland
brought to light more incred-
ible stats for the 2022 Bowl-
ing Green Bobcats football
team. They are the highest
scoring team in the nation. A
higher average than state
champions from across the
country.  

According to the article
and MaxPreps, the Bobcats
averaged 64.6 points per
game and scored over 60
points in each of its first 10
games of the season.  

The second highest scoring
team, Freedom out of Wood-
bridge, Va. “led the nation
with 952 points scored in 15
games for an average of 63.4
points.” 

Blair Oaks, who defeated
Bowling Green was also on
the list, although they fell into
the number 9 spot with an av-
erage of 55.21 points. 

Marcus Starks was named
as the stat leader for scoring

and touchdowns in the nation
with 348 points with 58
touchdowns.  

He claimed the highest
scoring stat in the nation with
14-points to spare over the
number two spot and for
touchdowns, he beat out
Christian Perris of Princeton,
N.C., by five.   

In Missouri, his stats are
even more impressive with
150 points and 25 touch-
downs higher than the num-
ber two spot in the state.  

Starks took second in the
state for rushing yards with
2,244 just under Cade Chap-
pell of Savannah who rushed
2,298 yards this season. 
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HarbisonWalker International ‘HWI’
Acquired By Platinum Equity

BY BRICE J. CHANDLER
EDITOR

On Wednesday, Dec. 14,
the Board of Directors of Har-
bisonWalker International
(HWI) announced that it has
signed an agreement to be ac-
quired by Platinum Equity, a
global investment firm oper-
ating companies in a broad
range of business markets.
The acquisition plan ensures
HWI’s continued growth and
leadership in refractory prod-
ucts and services.  

Financial terms were not
disclosed. The transaction is
expected to be completed in
the first half of 2023, subject
to customary closing condi-
tions and regulatory ap-
provals.  

“This is excellent news for
our employees, customers,
and communities,” said Carol
Jackson, chairman and CEO,
HarbisonWalker Interna-
tional. “Platinum Equity sup-
ports our intent to continue
driving HWI forward into an
unprecedented new era of
growth. Over the past several
years in North America and
throughout our global opera-
tions, we’ve built operational
excellence, differentiated our-
selves through our supply re-
liability, and delivered the
deepest and widest offerings
of refractory products and ex-
pertise. Our new owner is
wholly aligned with our lead-
ership team’s vision to ag-
gressively accelerate
investments in our business.
We are poised to capitalize on
the momentum that our team
of employees has built to-

gether.”  
“HarbisonWalker has built

an impressive organization,
and we have deep respect for
the company’s legacy, cul-
ture, and commitment to serv-
ing its customers,” Platinum
Equity partner Louis Samson
said in the release. “We are
excited to continue investing
in its growth.”  

In July, Platinum Equity
announced plans to acquire
Imerys SA’s High Tempera-
ture Solutions business
(HTS), a provider of refrac-
tory solutions serving more
than 6,000 customers prima-
rily in Europe and Asia, in a
transaction that is expected to
close by the end of the year.
Once both acquisitions have
been completed, HWI and
HTS will combine into a
global business with in-
creased reach and scale.  

“HWI’s presence in North
America complements HTS’s
business in Europe and Asia,”
added Mr. Samson. “Their
product portfolios are also
highly complementary and
will create a comprehensive,
well-rounded offering of
brick and powder-based re-
fractories for a global cus-
tomer base. We expect the
combination to immediately
open up new avenues for
growth on both sides.”  

Platinum Equity said it will
seek additional opportunities
to help the combined com-
pany grow both organically
and through additional acqui-
sitions in key product areas
and geographies.  

“The refractories industry

is highly fragmented, and this
combination will create a
global platform with mean-
ingful opportunities to further
expand,” Platinum Equity
Managing Director Malik
Vorderwuelbecke said. “We
are excited about the
prospects in this space and
look forward to putting our
M&A and operational re-
sources to work.”  

Talks began earlier in
2022, with several potential
buyers recognizing HWI as a
best-in-class North American
refractory solutions provider
serving hundreds of blue-chip
customers across steel and in-
dustrial end markets. The
complete value proposition
includes technology-rich
products, robust service capa-
bilities, and a track record of
innovation and operational
excellence. Further, HWI
demonstrates a clear sustain-
ability commitment and is
driving standards in the in-
dustry for customers and its
operations.  

Since rebranding as HWI
in 2015, the leadership team
has embarked on numerous
initiatives to strengthen its
value proposition, reaffirm its
commitment to customers,
and shape its company cul-
ture. Projects have included
the institutionalization of the
HarbisonWalker Business
System (HBS) and a new En-
terprise Resource Planning
(ERP) system, the building of
a state-of-the-art monolithics
plant in South Point, Ohio,
numerous upgrades to its

See HWI on page 2

See HOMES On Page 2
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manufacturing facilities, and
the creation of Alabama1, a
new manufacturing plant and
hub facility to serve steel cus-
tomers in the southern U.S.
The company has also re-
structured its Commercial and
Supply Chain organizations,
People and Organizational Ef-
fectiveness team, and
launched a Project Manage-
ment Office. In 2021, HWI
formed its employee-led ESG
Sustainability initiative. Its
Advanced Technology Re-
search Center (ATRC), the
largest refractory research and
development lab in North
America, continues to deliver
new industry innovations for
customers and is advancing a
major recycling initiative.  
As employees have fo-

cused on investments and im-
provements as one HWI, a
unified culture has emerged
that fosters high performance,
loyalty, and engagement, as
evidenced by its top-quartile
employee engagement scores.  
In addition, HWI, under its

new ownership, is well-posi-
tioned to further capitalize on
its progress related to several
global megatrends driving re-
fractories growth. These
trends include reshoring –

based on a need for a reliable
US-based supply chain,
evolving industrial use cases,
and instituting ESG, Sustain-
ability, and recycling pro-
grams.  

About Platinum Equity
Founded in 1995 by Tom

Gores, Platinum Equity is a
global investment firm with
approximately $36 billion of
assets under management and
a portfolio of approximately
50 operating companies that
serve customers around the
world. The firm is currently
investing from Platinum Eq-
uity Capital Partners V, a $10
billion global buyout fund,
and Platinum Equity Small
Cap Fund, a $1.5 billion buy-
out fund focused on invest-
ment opportunities in the
lower middle market. Plat-
inum Equity specializes in
mergers, acquisitions and op-
erations – a trademarked
strategy it calls M&A&O® –
acquiring and operating com-
panies in a broad range of
business markets, including
manufacturing, distribution,
transportation and logistics,
equipment rental, metals serv-
ices, media and entertain-
ment, technology,
telecommunications and other
industries. Over the past 27
years Platinum Equity has
completed more than 350 ac-
quisitions.

HWI
Continued from front page
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called me to work in adminis-
trative, supportive, and edu-
cational roles and to help
individuals and families
through hard times and I'm
excited to step into my new
role as sdministrator of Tri-
County Baptist Homes, Wit-
tee remarked.” 
Judy Morris RN has been

named director of nursing for
Tri-County Baptist Homes.
Morris who lives in Mex-

ico was appointed to the posi-
tion on Monday, Dec. 5.
She is the wife of Jay Mor-

ris and he is a Baptist minis-
ter. The couple have one
grown daughter who lives out
of state. 
Morris has 45 plus years of

long-term care and was a
DON at the Sturgeon Nursing
Home along with being a con-
sultant the past five years. “I
am excited to be a part of
Baptist Home’s adventure and

I believe this will be a very
good experience for the resi-
dents and staff. I am glad to
be here and am so thankful
Tri-County can continue
under Baptist Homes said
Morris.
Present at the announce-

ment on Tuesday, Jan. 3 was
Baptist Homes board member
Jim Hodge. He told those
present, “I am delighted to
have Aaron from the commu-
nity, from a upstanding family
as the new administrator at
Tri-County Baptist Homes.
He went on to say, I am very
pleased with the transitition
and feel we are headed in the
right direction.”
Hodge also remarked, “we

cannot thank Penny (Kam-
peter) enough for her services
upon coming back to help
with things. We couldn’t have
don it without her. I feel the
nursing home is doing well
and on its way back to being
a viable part of the Vandalia
community. We are here to
stay and feel the home will be
under great leadership.”

HOMES
Continued from front page

On Tuesday, Dec. 14,
1985, Clopton Graduate and
current Stafford High School
Basketball Coach, Steve
Frank, joined the likes of St.
Louis Cardinals Matt Holli-
day, and Danny Cox as part of
the 2022 inductees of the
Missouri Sports Hall of
Fame.  
Frank along with several

other inductees was honored
at the 2022 MoHOF Basket-
ball Luncheon in front of a
crowd of nearly 700 people.  
According to an article by

the Mo Sports Hall of Fame,
Frank spent his days working
for his grandfather's lumber
companies and his evenings
in the local high school bas-
ketball gym where his father
was the coach.  
Frank initially considered

forgoing college in favor of
working in the family busi-
ness, but his mother con-
vinced him to give college a
chance. It turns out, this was
a decision that would shape
Frank's entire career.  
After a semester, he dis-

covered his true calling in
coaching high school basket-
ball. Over the course of 28
seasons, he earned an impres-
sive 533-117 record in Mis-
souri.  
He began by coaching

boys for nine years before

transitioning to girls' teams,
and his success is why he is
being inducted into the Mis-
souri Sports Hall of Fame
with the Class of 2022.  
“Frank guided Strafford

High School’s girls' program
to four consecutive state

Steve Frank Inducted Into
2022 MO Sports Hall Of Fame

See FRANK On Page 5





Juanito Garcia
Masulit
Juanito Garcia Masulit, 91,

of Vandalia died Friday, Dec.
23, 2022 at the Mexico Veter-
ans Home. 
Funeral services were Fri-

day at 11 a.m., at Waters Fu-
neral Home. Pastor Brian
Lehenbauer officiated. 
Graveside services with

full military honors was held
at 2:30 p.m., Friday at Union
Hill Cemetery in Holt Sum-
mit. 
Visitation celebrating

Juanito's life was held at 10
a.m., until the time of the
service on Friday at the fu-
neral home. 
Juanito was born June 12,

1931, in Rizal Santa, Philip-
pines, the son of Emigio and
Matea B. Masulit. He was
united in marriage to Susan
Hoffman on Aug. 14, 1962, in
Ferguson. She survives him of
the home.
Other survivors include a

son, John J. Masulit and wife,
Shannon of Littleton, Colo.;
two daughters, Mila Ayers
and husband, Rod of Cur-
ryville and Dely Ellen Fischer
and husband, John of Bonne
Terre; grandchildren, Megan
Guyan and husband, Brad,
Austin Guyan and wife,
Tasha, Timothy Masulit and
wife, Me'rcedes, Ashley
Ayers, Jennifer Ayers, Emily
Savage and husband, Tony,
Ross Ayers and wife, Maddy,
John M. Masulit, and
Nicholas Masulit; great-
grandchildren, Kai, Maikah
Nuncio, Alexzander, Grayson
and one on the way, Hudson. 
In addition to his parents,

Juanito was preceded in death
by his brothers and one sister.
Juanito graduated from

high school and college in the
Philippines and went on to
honorably serve in the United
States Navy for 22 years. He
served during the Korean
Conflict and Vietnam, and he
was stationed on all seven
continents. His last station be-
fore retirement was at the
Pentagon. 
Upon retirement from the

Navy, Juanito worked at the
Mavrako Candy Company in
Bonne Terre and Iron Moun-
tain Forge in Farmington. 
In his free time, Mr. Ma-

sulit enjoyed gardening and
raising vegetables. He loved
sharing his produce with fam-
ily and friends. He proudly
said every year, "I have the
biggest tomatoes!" Watching
sports, especially the St. Louis
Cardinals and the St. Louis
Rams was another pastime
that Juanito enjoyed. 

Juanito's biggest love was
his family. He cherished every
moment spent with them, es-
pecially his grandchildren
whom he truly adored. 
He was a member of the

Vandalia VFW Post 2173, the
Bowling Green VFW Post
5553 and was a member of
the First Baptist Church of
Vandalia.
Pallbearers were John J.

Masulit, Rod Ayers, Ross
Ayers, John M. Masulit, Tim-
othy Masulit, Austin Guyan
and Nicholas Masulit. 
Memorial contributions

may be made to the Mexico
Veterans Home Assistance
League, c/o Waters Funeral
Home.
Online condolences may

be made to the family and
video tribute viewed on Jau-
nito's memorial page at
www.watersfuneral.com.

Alice A. Oliver
Alice A. Oliver, 90, of

Louisiana died Wednesday,
Dec. 21, 2022 at Pike County
Memorial Hospital in
Louisiana.
Funeral services were at 12

p.m., Thursday at Collier Fu-
neral Home in Louisiana.  
Visitation was from 11

a.m., until time of service
Thursday at the funeral home.  
The family will also have a

memorial service at a later
date.
Alice was born March 22,

1932 in Hilo, Hawaii, the old-
est child of Horace and Ethel
Kawamura. This hula girl left
for the mainland USA to
study nursing in 1952, when
she was 20 years old. Upon
completion of her degree, she
married Wendell S. Oliver on
Jan. 14, 1956, and began her
life in Louisiana. 
Wendell preceded her in

death on Jan. 2, 2018. 
Alice is survived by a son,

Larry W. Oliver of Loveland,
Colo.; and a daughter, Alika

S. Mackley of Kansas City;
eight grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren; three brothers;
and two sisters, as well as
many nieces and nephews.
Alice was well-known in

Louisiana having worked as a
nurse at Pike County Memo-
rial Hospital for 38 years. She
enjoyed watching the birds at
her backyard feeders and was
known for her love of hum-
mingbirds. 
A true Island girl, Alice

spent time boating, swimming
and she caught many trophy-
size fish over the years. She
had a beautiful singing voice
which she shared with her
community at church and fu-
neral services. She brought a
bit of the Hawaiian paradise
to Missouri with her green
thumb as her home was al-
ways full of happy, healthy
plants. 
Alice could be found dur-

ing her favorite time of year,
the Christmas season, baking
her famous sticky buns for
friends and co-workers or cro-
cheting slippers for her many
grandchildren.
Memorials can be made to

the Nurses Education Schol-
arship Fund, c/o Collier Fu-
neral Homes, Inc., 117
Barnard Drive, Louisiana,
MO 63353.

Paul ‘Chip’
Glendon Traynor
Our gracious heavenly fa-

ther called his precious son,
Paul “Chip” Glendon Traynor
home on Monday, Dec. 26,
2022.  
Funeral services were held

at 1 p.m., Saturday at Collier
Funeral Home in Louisiana.
The Rev. Frank Welch offici-
ated assisted by Skylar White.
Burial with military honors
was at Jordan-Buffalo Ceme-

tery near Louisiana.  
Visitation was from 5-8

p.m., Friday at the funeral
home.
Chip was an obedient and

devoted man of God. Chip
was loved by all who knew
him; however, his perpetual
love for children brought him
an amazing abundance of joy
throughout his life. His pas-
sion for serving others and his
unshakable faith led him on
countless mission trips, in-
cluding Guatemala. Chip was
instrumental in developing
and establishing The Pike
County Christian School in
Curryville. He loved the Lord
and adored his family, his
Peno Church family, friends,
and his community. 
Chip was 89-years-old and

the firstborn son of Miller
“Podge” Burdette and Edith
Marie Dunn Traynor on Feb.
3, 1933. He was married to
Sidney Louise Watts for 35
years until her unexpected
passing on July 2, 2022.
After graduating from

Bowling Green High School
in 1950, Chip proudly joined
the Navy serving his country
during the Korean War where
he earned many honors and
earned his nickname of
“Chipper” for being so happy
and uplifting disposition.
After serving his country
Chip spent most of his work-
ing career at Dundee Cement
(Holnam), where he retired
after more than 35 years of
service. 
After retirement Chip’s

passion for serving others was
fulfilled by volunteering in
many organizations close to
his heart. He volunteered with
Pike County Home Health
and Hospice, The American
Red Cross, and The Pike
County Christian School. He
was a chaplain in hospitals
and nursing homes. Chip en-
joyed serving the WIC pro-
gram and even went back to
school at the age of 70 to learn
Spanish to better serve the
needs of clients.
Chip was an avid St. Louis

Cardinals baseball fan and at-
tended many games through-
out the years. He enjoyed
coon hunting with his chil-
dren, planting flowers, gar-
dening, woodworking, and
making candy at Christmas
time to bless others. Chip was
a phenomenal human being
and servant leader with a heart
of gold. He leaves behind a
legacy that we are all capable

of changing lives by merely
giving of ourselves.
Survivors include two

sons, Scott “Chipper” Traynor
and wife, Lynn of Canton, Ga,
Paul B. Traynor of Louisiana;
and a daughter, Brenda
Traynor Rees of Quincy, Ill.
Additional survivors are two
stepsons, Kevin Watts and
wife, Jane, and Dana Watts
and wife, Darlene of Bowling
Green; and a stepdaughter,
Glenda Woolley and husband,
Kevin of St. Peters; as well as
many grandchildren; great-
grandchildren; great-great-
grandchildren; nieces, and
nephews. Also, surviving is a
sister, Carol Cunningham of
Middletown; a special

younger brother, Bill Traynor
and wife, Sandy of Bowling
Green; and a sister-in-law,
Erma Lee Traynor of Van-
dalia.
Chip was preceded in death

by his loving parents, a
brother, Gene Traynor, a
brother-in-law, Edsell Cun-
ningham, a niece, Joyce Cun-
ningham, and a
step-grandson, Daniel Watts.
Flowers are welcome for

the service or memorial dona-
tions can be made to The Pike
County Christian School, 203
E. Maple St., Curryville, MO
63339, The Hope Center, 30
N. Court St., Bowling Green,
MO 63334 or Ruth Jensen
Village in Bowling Green.
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3404 Georgia St.

Come In and Let One Of Our Sales Staff 
help You Find That New Or Quality 

Pre-Owned Vehicle
See Ryan Kent or Curtis Thomas

HUME
REMODELING

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen Tops
Window & Door Replacement

Tex Ceiling Fix

Free
Drink With

Meal Purchase
104 S. Court

Bowling Green
573-324-6330

MM ee MM ee ss ’’ ss   PP aa nn tt rr yy

5% Off 
All Pet 

Or Bird Food
16491 Bus. 61 

Bowling Green
573-324-5411

FF ee ee dd ee rr ss   GG rr aa ii nn

TT hh ee   PP ee oo pp ll ee ’’ ss   TT rr ii bb uu nn ee
Buy 3 weeks 
classified ads
& get 4th week
free (up to $3.50 value)

17 N. Main Cross
Bowling Green
573-324-6111



B.G.’S FLEA MARKET -
under new management. Lower
prices. 573-470-8074.

USED DOUBLEWIDE -
DUTCH. Amish built in Indiana,
excellent condition, 3 bed., 2
bath. FINANCING. Call for info
573-249-3333, marktwain mo-
bilehomes.com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used mobile
homes. Call or text 573-338-
6250 or email GregS.CDH@out-
look.com. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In Van-
dalia. Units in 3 sizes - 10x20,
10x10, and 8x10. L&S Storage,
573-248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY BUILD-
ING - Vandalia - Family reunion,
shower, birthday. Call Art Wiser,
594-3224. Memberships avail-
able. (tf)

FIREARMS 10% over cost.
Mo. Firearms Co. 573-470-9111 

REFURNISHED COMPUT-
ERS, parts, accessories. Call
Geeky Hillbilly Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf)

GOOD used tires, passenger
& light truck, $15 & up. Vandalia
Firestone & Appliance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We specialize in
new pole buildings and new
metal house roofs and all build-
ings. Wagler Metals: 21764 Pike
409, Bowling Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC rock clearing
rake, $1,500. 636-697-8499. (tf)

NO HUNTING/TRESPASS-
ING on land belonging to John
Boyd and Clarissa Woods. Viola-
tors will be prosecuted. Will not
be responsible for accidents on
property. (tf)

NO HUNTING or trespassing,
Murry Shepherd Farms. Violators
will be prosecuted. Not responsi-
ble for injuries or accidents. (12-
24)

NO HUNTING or trespassing
on land owned by Orey and Eliz-
abeth Shepherd. Violators will be
prosecuted. Not responsible for
accidents on the property. (11-
30-22)

BETTS EXCAVATING - All
kinds of work. Reasonable rates.
754-2371. (tf)

GEEKY HILLBILLY COM-
PUTER SERVICES LLC - B.G.
computer repair & recycling, 573-
324-7176, 573-567-6164. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMPING -
Commercial or residential, septic
pumping & repair, sewer auger-
ing & repair, grease trap pumping
and porta potty rentals. Butch
Menne, 573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC PUMP-
ING - Commercial or residential,
portable toilet rental, job sites,
special events, auctions. Brown’s
Septic Pumping, 206 Brown
Lane, Louisiana, 754-5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES - Hand cro-
cheted by Ann Hecox. Make
great personal gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@gmail.com. (tf)
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GARAGE SALES FOR SALE

NO HUNTING

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

MOBILE HOMES

SERVICES

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C.
Serving the region

for 32 years

Got pain?
Digestive problems?
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy
is really QUITE SIMPLE!

Call today - 573-324-2225
300 W. Main 

Bowling Green

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
FOR INSURANCE AGENCY

Wanted Customer Service Representative
for insurance agency located in Vandalia 

Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Would prefer experience & licensed
Salary will be based on experience,

training & being licensed
Please forward resume to

betty@bettydavisinsurance.com
Questions call and ask to speak to Betty at

573-594-3727

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488

Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT
For Sale
754-5812

20 Word Limit Bring in a photo 
and a brief description of your car, truck, motorcycle, camper or boat
on a trailer and we’ll feature it in The People’s Tribune for 12 weeks

DEALS
On Wheels

1991 KENWORTH - 8.3
Cummings, 6 spd., 18’
bed and hoist, 2,000 gal.
stainless tank with baf-
fles, 3 in. valve & hoses.
324-3688.

We Buy 
Salvage Cars

and 
Farm Equipment

Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE
485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED
- BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

Legal Secretary
McIlroy and Millan has an opening for a

full-time legal secretary/receptionist.  Job
duties include typing and efiling legal doc-
uments with the court, bookkeeping, an-
swering phone, and other related office
duties. Knowledge of Quickbooks and
Word helpful but not required. Paid holi-
days, sick days, and vacation. 401k plan
with employer match. Pay based upon ex-
perience and skills.   

FRANK
Continued from page 2

also being number 1 in the Nation
Public School rankings. Strafford
was 5-0 against nationally ranked
teams, and Frank was chosen as the
National Midwest Coach of the Year
in 2019.”  

Before Strafford, Frank had suc-
cess coaching the Seymour High
School girls' basketball program. In
his final four seasons there, his
teams were 114-11 and undefeated
in the Summit Conference. Over
eight seasons, Frank's varsity girls'
teams won four district titles and
made it to the Class 3 Final Four in
2012.  

Along with his mother’s encour-
agement, Frank credits his father’s
33-year career as an educator,
coach, and athletic director for steer-
ing him toward college, which ulti-
mately led to his coaching career. He
also credited his time under Clopton
Coach Dale Miller where Frank
played in three consecutive Final
Fours (1983, 1984, and 1985).  

He attended East Central Junior
College and College of the Ozarks,
where he played for coaches Steve
Tappmeyer and Al Waller, both of
whom are now members of the Mis-
souri Sports Hall of Fame. After his
playing days, Frank worked as an
assistant coach under Waller before
taking over coaching jobs at Hollister
High School before moving on to
Strafford.  

Frank attributes his success to a
focus on team chemistry over raw
talent and a commitment to relation-
ships, trust, passion, work ethic, ded-
ication, and respect. These values
carried over to Strafford, where his
daughters Hayley and Kayley helped
lead the team to unprecedented suc-
cess.  

He has also been an assistant
coach for the past two seasons for
the College of the Ozarks’ women’s
basketball team.  

SERVICES

championships (2016-2019), along
with a 115-game win streak, a state
record,” the article states. “He also
had a fourth-place finish, 14 district
titles, and was 8-2 in the Final Four.
His 2018 team was No. 24 and his
2019 No. 14 in the USA Today na-
tional rankings, with the 2019 team
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