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BYBRENT ENGEL
CONTRIBUTINGWRITER
The following is the first

part of a story series by con-
tributing writer Brent Engel
They were outnumbered

more than four to one.
And yet, a tiny band of

Union militia and local resi-
dents held off a swarm of Con-
federates led by two of
Northeast Missouri’s most
successful rebel guerillas.
The Battle of Ashley on

Aug. 28, 1862, brought the
Civil War to Pike County. All

of the boasting, drilling and
marching of the previous year
was over. Bullets were now
flying through the air.
The losses were minimal

compared with the staggering
number of deaths in clashes
elsewhere, but author Bruce
Nichols nonetheless labeled it
“a savage battle.”
One Southern sympathizer

would call the attack a “disas-
ter.” Union supporters hailed it
as a triumph.
“The dividing line between

treason and loyalty, between
traitors and true men, has been
traced at length upon our own
soil in characters of blood,”
the Louisiana Journal said.
Susceptible to attack
Summer 1862 had been vi-

olent across Missouri, but Pike
County had been spared for
the most part.
The closest skirmishes had

come at Florida on July 22,
Santa Fe on July 24 and
Moore’s Mill on July 28. The
Union had an arsenal at Ash-
ley under the command of 37-
year-old Capt. William H.
Purse, a New York native who
lived in Louisiana.
Ashley trailed only Bowl-

ing Green and Louisiana when
it came to the number of Pike
County men serving, but many
from Purse’s contingent had
been sent to fight at other lo-
cations.
Confederate commanders

Joseph Chrisman Porter and
Clinton Dewitt Burbridge
knew the weapons cache was
vulnerable. They also were in
huge need of a victory.
Just three weeks earlier,

Porter had failed to take
Kirksville and was forced to
withdraw. The 53-year-old
Kentucky native knew the area
well, having gone to college in
Marion County and living in
Knox County.
The 28-year-old Burbridge,

who lost his father at age four,
was from Louisiana and the

younger brother of banker-
turned-rebel John Quincy Bur-
bridge.
Most of the federal troops

at Ashley had been recruited
by Thomas James Clark Fagg
of Louisiana. The Virginia-
born judge was a former Mis-
souri state lawmaker who was
described by one legal publi-
cation as an “out-and-out
Union man” and slavery oppo-
nent.
“They were men of great

respectability and enthusiasti-
cally attached to the Union
cause,” Fagg said of the re-
cruits.
Here come the rebs
Purse’s men also were res-

olute.
Not long after daybreak on

Aug. 28, sentinels alerted the
captain that trouble was ap-
proaching.
“There was but a moment’s

time for preparation, as right
upon the heels of the notice
came the rebels,” the Journal
reported.
Up to 30 militia were joined

by a few local residents. They
quickly assembled to combat
the estimated 125 to 150 at-
tackers. The men took cover in
four buildings, including busi-
nesses run by J.C. Elmore and
Southern-born John Mc-
Cormick.
“In this condition of affairs,

the whole band of rebels came
rushing in through the main
street from the north, yelling
like so many savages,” the
Journal said.
The shouting abruptly

stopped when the Union men
returned fire. The raiders “dis-
covered their progress had to
be made with caution” and
ducked behind houses, out-
buildings, fences, privies and
any other cover they could
find.
“Ball and buckshot flew

like leaden hail in every direc-
tion,” the Journal told readers.

The Battle Of Ashley
Skirmish Brought Civil War To Pike County

Ron Moore gives a wave to the crowd following his first-place finish
at the Lake of the Ozarks Shoot-Out Boat Race on Sunday, Aug. 27.

Vandalia resident Ron
Moore has won seven times at
the Lake of the Ozarks
Shootout held Saturday, Aug.
26 and Sunday, Aug. 27.
Moore in his 1984 Formula

242 with a 468 engine Chevy
big block with a 671 blower.
The boat has a Mercury XR
drive and Bravo 25 with a pitch
propeller.
The Lake of the Ozarks

Shootout is the largest unsanc-
tioned boat race in the United
States, named one of the na-
tion’s eight “must-see” boating
events according to Powerboat
Magazine, the Shootout takes
place for the 10th year at Cap-
tain Ron’s Bar & Grill in Sun-
rise Beach (Lake Road 5-50,
mile marker 34.5). 
The event raises funds for

eight Lake-area rescue teams
and numerous other charitable
organizations. 
Moore has been racing at the

LOTO Shootout, Captain
Ron’s, Sunrise Beach for six
years.
Ron began racing in 2015.

He won his class the first time
out and was hooked. 
The Lake of the Ozarks

Shootout is the largest unsanc-
tioned boat race in the US,
named one of the nation's eight
"must-see" boating events ac-
cording to Powerboat Maga-
zine. The charity event raises
funds for a range of local char-
itable organizations.
In 2008, the Shootout moved

to Captain Ron's Bar & Grill in
Sunrise Beach on the 34.5 mile
marker.

Moore Wins First Place For
7th Time At Lake Shoot-Out

Ron Moore is pictured with granddadughter Presley Moran receiv-
ing his first-place trophy at the Lake of the Ozarks Shoot-Out on Sun-
day, Aug. 27.

Due To
Labor Day

Deadline For
The Sept. 5
Issue Of
The

People’s
Tribune 
Will Be

Thursday,
Aug. 31
At Noon

The Bobcats team joins Pike County Commissioners Bill Allen and Tom Wallace in celebration after
receiving the Commissioner's Cup.

BYBRICE CHANDLER
EDITOR

The Bowling Green Bob-
cats hold on to the Commis-
sioner’s Trophy for yet
another year with a 54-18 win
over the Louisiana Bulldogs.  
The game marked the re-

turn of high school football
for the 2023 season and
brought out a big crowd de-
spite the intense heat. Last
week’s high temps pushed the
kickoff time back to 8 p.m., to
offer some relief to the ath-
letes.  
Winning the coin toss, the

Bulldogs opted to receive and
despite a 15-yard return by
D’Marko Green. But
Louisiana couldn’t build on
that initial momentum and
was pushed back by the larger
Bobcat’s defense.  
The Bobcats forced

Louisiana to punt to their own
38-yard line. From there,
Bleyne Bryant went to work.
He ran a 20-yard run making
Bowling Green’s first touch-
down of the night on the
boards with 6:31 left in the
first quarter followed up with
a two-point conversion.  
Not to be written off too

early, Green weaved through
the Bobcat’s kickoff defense
for a huge touchdown return.
The Bulldogs couldn’t tie the
game and failed to gain the
extra two points.  
The Louisiana defense

managed to slow down the
Bobcats but couldn’t Bryant
from running in another with
the two-point conversion in
the last two minutes of the
quarter.  
A fumbled ball at the 33-

yard line recovered by the
Bobcats in the final minute of
the quarter spelled more trou-
ble for Louisiana. Bowling
Green Quarterback, Jace
Eskew, capitalized on carry-
ing the ball in for six more
points along with the extra
two to finish the quarter 24-6.  
The second quarter proved

frustrating and scoreless for
the Bulldogs who couldn’t
break past Bowling Green’s
defense. The Louisiana de-
fense once again slowed
down but could not stop the
Bobcats offensive machine
which resulted in junior, Eas-
ton Orf, and Bryant adding 18
more points to the score-
board.  

Louisiana quarterback,
Ethen Harrison made some
impressive carries to help
gain some yardage on a run-
ning clock in the third. His ef-
forts set up Brady Sheppard
to rocket down the middle for
the Bulldogs second touch-
down. The two-point attempt
was knocked down by Bobcat
defenders before it could con-
nect with Cooper Lumley.  
Bowling Green added up

an impressive 30-points in the
quarter to end the third with a
score of 54-12.  
The Bobcats offensive

eased up in the fourth with
Louisiana’s defense forcing a
turnover on downs which set
up another big touchdown run
for Green.  
Bowling Green dominated

the night, but the Bulldogs
made an impressive showing
when compared to last year’s
68-6 loss.  
The Bobcats will look to

add another win this week as
they hit the road again to take
on Palmyra (0-1).     
Louisiana will hope to

bounce back as they host
Crystal City (1-0) with kick-
off at 7 p.m.  

Bobcats Take Down Bulldogs
To Win Commissioner’s Cup

BYBRICE CHANDLER
EDITOR

Bowling Green Cross
Country athletes got off to
an early start this past
weekend at the COMO
Kick Off 3K. The Aug. 26
event at Gans Creek saw a
Bobcat senior take the top
spot in the boys race and a
promising start for the Lady
Bobcats in the girls’ com-
petition.  
Bowling Green senior,

Ben Chance, claimed the
top spot for the event by
taking first out of 112 run-
ners in the boys event.  
Chance finished with a

time of 9:14.17 with Blue
Spring’s Keagan Enicks hot
on his heels with a time of
9:15.60.  
Junior Elija Hennigfield

finished in seventh with an
impressive time of 9:54.98.
He was followed by Bren-
dan Finnegan who claimed
eighteenth with a time of
10:27.76.  
Sophomore, Daniel Mat-

lock, and freshman, Ben-
nett Hickerson, finished in
the top 50 runners with
times of 11:11.63 and
11:21.79.  
Keegan Smith

(11:32.18), Dallas Bair
(11:35.81), and Hunter
Edelen (12:05.55), and
Logan Gibson (14:24. 47)
all helped the Bobcats earn
a fifth place standing
amongst the nine scoring
teams.  
The six Lady Bobcat

runners got in on the action
showing determination and
spirit.  
Junior, Natalie Hicker-

son, and freshman, Caitlin
Grote, made impressive
finishes in the top 50,
clocking in at 36th with a
time of 13:57.14 and 37th
at 13:59.00 respectively.  
Lilley Addison, a sopho-

more, wasn't far behind,
taking the 55th spot with a
time of 14:22.80. Freshman
Harley Haywood and soph-
omore Autumn Wells dis-
played strong resolve,
finishing within a second of
each other at 15:11.45 and
15:12.10. Alexea Maynard,
another sophomore,
showed grit and determina-
tion by completing the
course with a time of
19:16.66  
The Bobcats next meet is

this Friday, Sept. 1, when
then travel to the Mexico
Cross Country Invitational.  

BGHS Cross
Country Teams
Compete In

COMO Kick Off 3K
Chance Wins

First Place

Ron Moore is pictured signing posters, t-shirts and other memo-
rabilia at the annual Lake of the Ozarks Shoot-Out Boat Race on
Sunday, Aug. 27.

BYBRENT ENGEL
CONTRIBUTINGWRITER
Editor’s note: Following is

the first part in a story series by
contributing writer Brent
Engel.
He was an unlikely hero for

constitutional rights that still
spark legal arguments almost
160 years later.
Father John Cummings of

St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Louisiana took on a govern-
ment edict and won. The vic-
tory reinforced two unequivocal
American freedoms.
At issue was the loyalty oath

Missouri enacted at the end of
the Civil War in 1865. It re-
quired people with political or
professional jobs to swear
they’d never supported the
Confederacy. Violators were
fined, stripped of voting rights
and faced up to six months in
jail.
However, since the 194-

word affirmation featured 86
potential offenses, even oath
takers who had backed the
Union found it almost impossi-
ble to avoid perjury.
Nonetheless, supporters

claimed the pledge was simply
an effort to set work or office

qualifications. Opponents
called it a blatantly unconstitu-
tional attempt to usurp freedom
of speech and religion. Like it
or loathe it, the vow certainly
was extraordinary.

“The oath thus required is,
for its severity, without any
precedent that we can dis-
cover,” wrote U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Stephen J. Field.

Standing Firmly
Louisiana Priest Defies Effort To Regulate Speech

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Louisiana was the scene of a major
freedom of speech case. 

See FIRMLY on page 5

See ASHLEY on page 5
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OATS Transit
Offers 
Transportation

OATS Transit offers regu-
lar transportation services for
the rural general public of
any age, seniors, and individ-
uals with disabilities. 
Please call the local OATS

Transit office at 660-415-
0901 or 800-654-6287 to
schedule a ride or find out
about services in your area. 
You can also visit our

website at oatstransit.org to
view local schedules under
“Bus Schedules”, then click
on the county you live in. Of-
fices will be closed, and reg-
ular routes will not be
running on Monday, Sept. 4
for the Labor Day holiday. 
Please keep this in mind

as you schedule trips near
these holidays. OATS Transit
is hiring drivers statewide in
case you know of someone
who would make a great
driver, so we can continue
serving our riders. All our
openings are listed on the
website.

In the Tuesday,  Aug. 15
meeting board members of
Agape House of Vandalia re-
viewed floor plans submitted
by board member, Eldora
Lowry and friend, Laura
Cash; the women plan to re-
arrange furniture and decora-
tive elements to make the
guesthouse more user-
friendly and attractive.  Addi-
tionally, plans were made for
winter snow removal.
House manager, Karen

Craig, reported having guests
from across the state and Ne-
braska during July.  She fur-
ther reported needs for minor
repairs in the kitchen and
laundry area.
Board members were sad-

dened to learn of the death of
Sheila Pennington of Ewing,
wife of long-time board
member, Phil Pennington.
Board president, Rich

Duffner, will represent the fa-
cility in a United Way of
Audrain County feature of

various recipient agencies this
fall.
Board members in atten-

dance were Duffner, Janet
Heim, Eldora Lowry, Floy
Oliver, Kay Robnett and
Terry Rudolph.

Monetary gifts received in
July include the following:
United Way of Audrain
County; Edgewood Baptist
Church of Bowling Green;
Ramsey Creek Baptist
Church of Clarksville; Beth-
lehem Baptist Church of Cen-
tralia; Curryville Baptist
Church; Farber Baptist
Church; Laddonia Christian
Church and Laddonia Presby-
terian Church; Hopewell
Baptist Church and John Yost
of Thompson; and Spencer
Creek Baptist Church, South-
side Baptist Church, First
Baptist Church, First Presby-
terian Church, and First
Christian Church, all of Van-
dalia.

Agape House Makes Plans
For Fall, Winter

Klug Joins
NECAC

Jennifer Klug of Vandalia has
joined the North East Commu-
nity Action Corporation (NECAC)
as an energy assistance coun-
selor. Klug is a 2003 graduate of
Van-Far R-I High School. She
has worked in quality assistance
and data entry for the outdoor,
customer service and accounting
fields. Klug will process applica-
tions to determine utility assis-
tance eligibility and work with
utility companies and clients.

Jennifer Klug Whittaker
Hired At
NECAC

Johnathon Whittaker of Han-
nibal has joined the North East
Community Action Corporation
(NECAC) as a weatherization
technician. Whittaker is a 2003
graduate of Hannibal High
School and studied at Hannibal
LaGrange University. He has
years of construction experi-
ence. Weatherization services
available to income-qualifying
households include home en-
ergy audits, air leak sealing, in-
sulation of walls, attics and
floors, replacement of furnaces
and checks of heating systems
to make sure they are working
properly

Johnathon Whittaker

38th Annual BGHS Alumni Banquet Trivia Questions
The alumni banquet is Saturday, Sept. 9

Doors open at 6 p.m. • Banquet Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker - Dalton Schumacher

Entertainment is Gary Orf
1. This B.G. School District’s athletic director and head track and
field/cross country coach ______________ has been recognized as
2023 Missouri boy’s track and field coach of the year.
2. T/F - Was 2023 the first state track team championship in BGHS
history?
3. Name the four state individual champions at the state track meet.
______________________________________________________
4. How many years has the Bowling Green football team played in the
Final 4 (semi-final) game? _________________________________
5. The first BGHS musical ___________________________ was per-
formed in ___________________________ under the direction of
______________________________________________________
6. This 1987 graduate served as a BGHS educator, administrator and
is now a commissioner of Pike County. ______________________
7. In 1983 the middle school gymnasium of today was dedicated and
named in this former coaches honor ______________________ and
his favorite saying was? ___________________________________
8. This 1947 graduate served as grand marshal of the 2023 Memorial
Day parade.
9. This 2003 and fourth generation BGHS graduate is the senior com-
munications manager for the Regional Arts Commission in St. Louis.
_______________________________________________________
10. In 1986, a dedication was held to name the Bowling Green High
School for this former superintendent. ________________________
11. This 1997 pom pom squad member is now serving as executive
director of the Bowling Green Chamber of Commerce.
_______________________
12. This 2003 graduate founded his own cattle company in 1996, rais-
ing registered Angus cattle. ________________________________
13. This 1973 graduate attended the U.S. Air Force Academy.
________________________________
14. T/F BGHS 2022 footb all team scored the highest point numbers
in the nation.
15. Both winning baskets of the semi-final and championship game
were shot by this 1963 graduate. ____________________________

Clarksville VFW,
Auxiliary To Meet
Tuesday, Sept. 5
The Clarksville Memorial VFW

Post 4610 and Auxiliary will hold
their regular meetings on Tues-
day, Sept. 5, as Monday is Labor
Day.
Commander Herbert Everett

and Sr. Vice-President Helen Rif-
fle would like to have all officers
and members to attend the meet-
ing they have quite a few upcom-
ing events to prepare for. Would
like to have everyone's input.
If you haven't paid your dues,

you can send them to  Post Quar-
termaster - Robert LaForte - 615
S. Church St. Apt. 317, St. Peters,
MO 63376 - $35, Auxiliary Joanne
Hammuck - 109 N. Main St. Pay-
nesville, MO 63336 - $14. To the
ones that have paid your dues, it
is appreciated. Looking forward to
seeing everyone at the meeting.
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From The Mayor’s Desk...
“The Heat is On” but I
don’t mean the St. Louis
Cardinals. Thanks to all
farmers, ranchers, mail
carriers, police and
firepersons, plus all who
must work outside in the
elements. It will cool off
eventually.
The traditional May-
ors’ Cup was played this
past Friday evening be-
tween the Bowling
Green Bobcats and the Louisiana
Bulldogs. Bowling Green won both
the Mayor’s Cup and the County
Commissioner’s Bell. The Bobcats
are making us proud as girls volley-
ball and softball began their seasons
as well. Thanks for all your hard
work athletes, coaches, parents and
fans that support them!
Housing growth is happening all
around town, and it is so exciting!
There are always growing pains
such as interest rates, supply lines,
prices of supplies, water and sewer
lines to run but the need is there.
The excellent concept behind it is
our local contractors and builders are
the people doing the building. There
are little to no outside companies
coming in to do the work. We re-
ceive calls from people and busi-
nesses that would like to move to our
great city! Unfortunately, we don’t
have the buildings for what they are
looking. Business buildings and
warehouses are the next greatest
need now.
As August is coming to a close,
school is starting and there are many
activities to attend and support.
Music in the Park will have its last
musical night of the summer in Sep-
tember but Heritage Day is Saturday,

Sept. 9. Sarrah Gigous and the
Bowling Green Chamber of
Commerce will be having a
parade, Kid’s Corner, food,
craft, and specially vendors,
and the Bowling Green Lion’s
Club will sponsor a car, truck,
and tractor show.  Fall Festival
is on Sept. 30 at Prairie’s Edge
and it is always a wonderful
day for kids and adults. Sept.
4 is Labor Day and city hall
and other government offices

will be closed. It is also a time to cel-
ebrate the great achievements of
America’s Labor Force; past and
present.
The city continues to repair, re-
place, and build new throughout the
town. Replacing water and sewer
lines off Locust and some adjoining
streets will also see new pavement
on our much-needed streets on the
West side of town. Several other
streets are being considered also.
New housing off Champ Clark will
see changes as the housing pro-
gresses. 

As budget time approaches for
Bowling Green, your council and
alderpersons are putting a lot of
meetings and work to make Bowling
Green a better, safer, and updated
city. Our treasurer Kim and admin-
istrator Linda have been focusing on
the budget to present to the alderper-
sons for their guidance and decision
making. The public is invited to our
council and alderpersons meetings
in September on the 11th and 25th.
The meetings start at 5:30 p.m..
Come to the Park Board meeting on
Sept. 27 to hear what plans have
been made for our parks and their
activities.

JIM ARICO, MAYOR
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

We  Welcome Your Local NewsCommunity
Calendar...

Submit upcoming events
by calling 324-6111

or e-mail to:
peoplestribune@sbcglobal.net

2018 Ford F-150 XLT
3.5L V-6, automatic, auto stop technology,
power door locks, deep tinted glass, 

cruise control, compass, auto locking hubs

On Sept. 5: The MU Ex-
tension - Salt River Master
Gardener Club will meet at 7
p.m.  It will be held at HLGU
Burt Administration Build-
ing, Room 129 in Hannibal.
Justin Keay, field specialist in
horticulture, will give a pres-
entation about topics from the
MU Extension Garden Hour.
The public is invited to at-
tend.  For more info contact
the MU Extension - Marion
County Office at (573) 769-
2177.

Hickerson Shoe Repair

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r
Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

HOURS: Tues.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488

The Missouri Department
of Natural Resources’ Divi-
sion  of State Parks recently
received new chairs for visi-
tors with mobility challenges.
Using the chairs, visitors can
now navigate both land and
water.
Produced by the Action

Trackchair company, track
chairs are electric all-terrain
wheelchairs that offer guests
with mobility challenges the
opportunity to partake in out-
door activities. With a track
chair, they can explore trails
and visit parts of Missouri
state parks or historic sites that
are not suitable for regular
wheelchairs. These sturdier,
more rugged chairs use tank-
like tracks instead of wheels to
allow guests to traverse some
of the rougher, uneven trails
found in Missouri state parks.
All-terrain track chairs can
navigate through snow, water,
mud, sand and other rough
conditions.
“Everyone should have the

opportunity to explore
and enjoy our parks and

historic sites,” said David
Kelly, director of Missouri
State Parks. “Wheelchairs pro-
vide important mobility for
their users, but they aren’t al-
ways able to navigate our
trails. Our all-terrain track
chairs can.”
Missouri State Parks cur-

rently has three track chairs:
one at Bryant Creek State Park
in Ava, one at Battle of Lex-
ington State Historic Site in
Lexington, and one at Ele-

phant Rocks State Park in
Belleview. Bennett Spring
State Park, outside of
Lebanon, has applied for a
grant to purchase another
chair.
Using the track chair is free.

Reservations must be made at
least two days in advance.
Also, a friend or family mem-
ber 18 years or older must go
along to help, because park
representatives are not always
available or able to help users
transfer to or from the chair.
“Missouri state parks are

open for everyone to enjoy, re-
gardless of ability,” Kelly said.
“We want all of our visitors to
be able to discover the beauty
of our parks and historic sites.
This adaptive equipment will
open up the trails that were
once inaccessible to people
with mobility issues.”

Chris Fritsche, superinten-
dent of Battle of Lexington
State Historic Site, recently
had his first guest use the site’s
track chair. Fristche said the
guest was excited to be able to
use the chair, and Fritsche was
happy to be a part of the expe-
rience.
“This was the first time the

visitor has ever been in nature
on his own. It was also the first
time he and his wife were able
to hold hands while walking a
trail or going from place to
place, because he has always
used a manual wheelchair or
crutches,” Fritsche said. “The
light in his eyes, when he first
saw the track chair was

enough to warm your heart,
but the exuberance he had
when he came back after using
it was even more profound.
Talk about making memo-
ries!”
Smiling young man in

adaptive beach chair enjoys
being pushed through the
water by a woman.In addition
to track chairs, St. Joe, Echo
Bluff and Sam A. Baker state
parks have adaptive beach
chairs for use in the water.
Beach chairs allow wheelchair
users, people with special
needs or those who just need
some assistance, the chance to
play and splash in the water.
The floating beach chair pro-
vides a comfortable ride, along
with easy mobility through
sand and other rough surfaces.
The armrests and wheels en-
able balance while in the
water, and the handles provide
stability while enjoying the
ride on land or in the water.
“Being able to get on the

beach and into the water lets
beach chair users experience
the sun and sand with their
family and friends instead of
being limited to paved trails
and parking lots,” Kelly said.
To find out how to reserve

a track chair, visit
mostateparks.com/action-
trackchair.
For more information on

state parks and historic sites,
visit mostateparks.com. Mis-
souri State Parks is a division
of the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources.

Everyone Is Welcome In MO State Parks

You don’t have to be a biol-
ogist to plant a yard or flower
garden that provides good
habitat for insects and local
wildlife. All you need are the
right plants in the right places.
With several species, you
don’t have to wait for spring to
begin planting, either.

People can learn more
about plantings that can be
made in autumn to establish
good habitat in their yards at
the Missouri Department of
Conservation’s (MDC) free
virtual program “Native
Plants: Planting in the Fall.”
This program, which will be
Sept. 8 from 3:30-4:30 p.m. is
being put on by the staff of
MDC’s Springfield Conserva-
tion Nature Center. At this pro-
gram, MDC Naturalist

Jordanya Raos will provide in-
formation about native plants
and have recommendations
for yard and garden designs
that will work around the
home. This program is open to
all ages. People can register
for this program at:
https://mdc-event-web.s3li-
censing.com/Event/EventDe-
tails/194470
Though this program is

free, registration is required to
participate. Use the link above.
Registrants must provide an e-
mail, so a program link can be
sent to them. This program
will include a chat-based ques-
tion-and-answer period where
participants can interact with
the presenters. This program
will also be an opportunity to
get information about the na-
tive plant sale at the Spring-

field Conservation Nature
Center from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., on
Wednesday, Sept. 23.

MDC’s Springfield Conser-
vation Nature Center is located
at 4601 S. Nature Center Way.
People wanting more informa-
tion about this program or
other upcoming events at the
nature center can call 417-888-
4237. People can also call this
number to get signed up for
text alerts and e-mail bulletins
about upcoming programs at
the Springfield Conservation
Nature Center and other
nearby MDC facilities.
Staff at MDC facilities

across the state are holding in-
person and virtual programs. A
listing of these programs can
be found at mdc.mo.gov/
events.

MDC Virtual Program Will Focus On 
Native Plants That Provide Habitat



Priscilla Porter
Giltner

Priscilla Porter Giltner, 87,
died peacefully while sur-
rounded by her family at Maple
Grove Lodge nursing home in
Louisiana on Sunday, Aug. 20,
2023.

Visitation was from 4-7 p.m.,
at the First Baptist Church in
Louisiana Wednesday.

Funeral Service was at 10
a.m., Thursday at the church.
The Rev. Don Kelley officiated.
A private family graveside serv-
ice was at Riverview Cemetery
in Louisiana,.

She was born June 15, 1936,
in Paducah, Ky., the daughter of
Claude L. and Maria P. Brink-
ley.  She graduated from Hich-
man County High School in
Clinton, Ky., and Murray State
University in Murray, Ky. On
June 6, 1958, she married Don-
ald E. Giltner in Murray, Ky.,
and the couple moved to
Louisiana to begin their careers
in education. She taught Eng-
lish, speech and drama at
Louisiana High School for 24
years and also served as the di-
rector of the senior play.

Upon her and her husband’s
retirement in 1987, the couple
traveled extensively around the
country.  In 2001, they traveled
to England and France.

She loved playing on the
computer and became a main-
stay on Facebook where she de-
lighted followers with stories of
her life.  She also was given the
award of  Kentucky Colonel,
the highest award a native of
Kentucky can be bestowed.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Donald E. Giltner; chil-
dren, Julie Constable and
husband, Hiram, Donald E.
Giltner II, and Susan Gower
and husband, Ed; grandchil-
dren, Brooke Snyder and hus-
band, Dave, Erin Deters, Melisa
Constable, Tracy Fishel and
husband, Bob, Bryan Gower
and wife, Simlin, Brad Gower
and wife, Courtney, Craig
Smith and wife, Maggie, Cole
Smith, and Caitlin Smith; and
great-grandchildren, Teven
Blackwell, Austin Schoene,
Alex Gower, Adalyn Gower,
Aidan Gower, Tyler Clarkson,
Ashlea Weidman and husband,
Daxton, Austin Lindsay, and
Zayden Simpson; a sister in-
law, Diane Hudson; and nieces
and nephews.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, and a daughter,
Kate Cantrell.

Honorary pallbearers were
Dr. Jan Onik, John Murry, Will
Martin, Darin Williams, John
Wood, Kevin McMahill, Gary
Tolbert, Karl Dewey Jr, Karl
Dewey III, Tony Gschwender,
Jim York, Jack Huckstep, and
all the former teachers and stu-
dents.  Pallbearers will be Bryan
Gower, Brad Gower, Craig
Smith, Cole Smith, Bob Allen,
and Tom Fowler.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations can be made to the
Louisiana Alumni Association. 

Collier Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements.

Durward Eugene
Edwards

Durward Eugene Edwards,
known as Eugene (to family) or
Deke (to friends), died Thurs-
day, Aug. 17, 2023, at the age of
84 in St. Louis.

A visitation to honor Deke's
memory was held Saturday
from 9-10 a.m., followed by a
service from 10-11 a.m., at the
Bibb-Veach Funeral Home in
Bowling Green.

He was born Feb. 5, 1939, in
Bellflower to Durward Ezekiel
Edwards and Ruth Darlene
Copenhaver Edwards. 

Deke was blinded in a hunt-
ing accident at the age of 11.

Following his recovery, he
began as a student at the Mis-
souri School for the Blind
(MSB) where he was blessed to
have been surrounded by nu-
merous remarkable teachers
who helped him grow to be the
person he became. 

He was introduced to
wrestling at MSB and it re-
placed baseball as his sports
passion.  In high school he
achieved a record of 75-2 with
58 of his wins by pin and be-
came a Missouri state wrestling
champion twice.  He continued
his wrestling career at Southern
Illinois University-Carbondale
(SIU).  

At SIU, he was surrounded
by coaches and teammates who
helped him to continue to
excel.  From 1957-61 at SIU,
Deke had a record of 45-6, de-
spite injuries, was a three-time
conference champion and was
team captain his senior year.

Deke received many awards
for his achievements in
wrestling during his life:

1980 - elected to Missouri
Wrestling Hall of Fame

1982 - inducted as the
6th wrestler in the Missouri Hall
of Fame

1994 - elected to Greater St.
Louis Area Athletic Association
Hall of Fame

2005 - lifetime achievement
award from the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame

2019 - Southern Illinois Uni-
versity - Carbondale Saluki Hall
of Fame

2022 - The St. Louis Sports
Hall of Fame 

He was humbled and embar-
rassed by the accolades that he
received. In his opinion, he was
not responsible. Deke said that
he would have achieved "noth-
ing' in his life if not for the help
of his family, coaches, teachers,
teammates, and most impor-
tantly, his wife.  

Eugene was a brilliant, de-
termined, and humble individ-
ual who possessed a curious and
generous nature. He was a won-
derful father and grandfather, a
dedicated teacher, coach, and a
true friend. Eugene's courage
and independence were an in-
spiration to all who knew him.

Deke's career spanned over
30 years as a mathematics
teacher at the Missouri School
for the Blind. He also served as
a wrestling coach for an impres-
sive 47 years, leaving a lasting
impact on countless students
and athletes and was a founding
member and longtime board
member of the United States
Association of Blind Athletes
(USABA).

Eugene's educational jour-
ney began at Silex Elementary
and the Missouri School for the
Blind. He furthered his studies
at Southern Illinois University
in Carbondale, Ill., where he
earned his B.A. degree. He later
pursued a master's degree in Ed-
ucation at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis.

Eugene is survived by his
loving daughter, Teresa/Teri Ed-
wards; a son and best friend,
Sean Edwards; one daughter-in-
law, Tonda; and his cherished
grandson, Ian. He is also sur-
vived by his sisters, Barbara Ed-
wards, Genola Hawkins, and
Phyllis Rupp; a brother, Glenn
Edwards; one sister-in-law,
Ruthann; brothers-in-law, Bill
Hawkins and Dennis Rupp; nu-
merous nieces; great-nieces;
and great-nephews.

Eugene was preceded in
death by his beloved wife Joan
Wallace Edwards in 2019, par-
ents and his sisters, Eugenia and
Drusilla.

The important aspect about
Deke is that he went through
something traumatic and en-
countered some very good peo-
ple that helped him achieve

things and helped him develop
into who he was. He spent the
rest of his life doing the same
thing for those kids like him,
many kids far worse. He under-
stood first-hand the positive im-
pact that a teacher/coach can
have and did his best to pay that
forward. Wrestling and teaching
were the vehicles he used to do
it. 

Deke's legacy will be re-
membered by those whose lives
he touched through his dedica-
tion, kindness, and unwavering
commitment to his students,
athletes, and loved ones. He will
be deeply missed and forever
cherished in our hearts.

In lieu of flowers, the family
kindly requests that contribu-
tions be made to Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children or St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital.
These organizations were close
to Eugene's heart, and donations
made in his memory will con-
tinue to support causes he cared
deeply about.

Cindy
Perkins-Henry

Cynthia “Cindy” Jo Perkins-
Henry, 53, of Wentzville died
Friday, Aug. 25, 2023 sur-
rounded by her family after a
hard-fought battle with cancer.
She is now resting in the arms
of her heavenly Father com-
pletely healed.

Visitation will be held
Wednesday from 11 a.m.-2
p.m., at the First Baptist Church,
608 North Carolina, Louisiana.  

Funeral services will follow
at 2 p.m., with burial at
Fairview Cemetery.    

Cindy was born Jan. 14,
1970 in Hannibal to Bill and
Hazel Branstetter Perkins.  

Cindy was a 1988 graduate
of Louisiana High School.  She
received her bachelor’s degree
from Hannibal LaGrange Uni-
versity and her masters from
Maryville University.  After
graduation, she worked at
HealthLink and then Coda Con-
sulting before joining Mon-
santo, now Bayer, for 25 years.  

Cindy and husband, Ronnie
Henry were together for 25
years. He survives.  

She is also survived by her
children: Jennifer Millard and
husband, Andrew of Jefferson
City, and Ross Henry of St.
Louis; grandchildren, Mayson
Chasteen and Harper Millard;
parents, Bill Perkins and wife,
Jill and Hazel Perkins and Art
Bradley of Louisiana; three sib-
lings, Brad Perkins and wife,
Amanda of Bowling Green,
Jackson Jones and wife Becky
of Louisiana, and Kerri Crouch
and husband, Jason of Hudson,
Ohio; and all her beloved nieces
and nephews, Madison Perkins,
Nathan Perkins, Tyler Perkins,
Aidon Bolton, Maddy Bolton,
Alex Jones, Evan Jones of
Louisiana, Logan Crouch and
Averie Crouch of Hudson, Ohio
and Todd Clark and wife,
Courtney of St. Louis; great
nephews, Logan Clark and
Wyatt Clark of St. Louis.

She was preceded in death
by a brother, Brian Joseph
Perkins; paternal and maternal
grandparents; four uncles,
Floyd “Brandy” Branstetter,

Eddie Perkins, Chick Branstet-
ter, and Gary R. Ray; and one
aunt, Margaret Ann Ray.

Cindy enjoyed spending
time with family and friends.
She especially loved spoiling
her nieces, nephews, and grand-
children.  She was loved by her
co-workers and well respected
for all her hard work and dedi-
cation. Cindy was a loving,
kindhearted, and caring person
who would do anything for any-
one. She accepted Christ as her
Savior as a young girl.  

Pallbearers will be Nathan
Perkins, Aidon Bolton, Todd
Clark, Alex Jones, Evan Jones,
and Mayson Chasteen. Hon-
orary pallbearer will be Tyler
Perkins.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that memorial contri-
butions be given to OneChild,
c/o Collier Funeral Home.
Cindy sponsored two children
through OneChild and dona-
tions will help them and other
children needing assistance.
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MCCOY-BLOSSOM 
FUNERAL HOMES 
& CREMATORY

Bowling Green
MODERN FACILITIES 

AT AFFORDABLE COSTS
- COMPARE PRICES

SIMPLE CREMATION OR
TRADITIONAL - 

CARING, FRIENDLY
STAFF

1-573-213-5110 or 1-636-528-8244            

Bicentennial Steering Committee
On Thursday, Aug. 24, a presentation was made for the Pike

County Courthouse.  Left to right, western district commissioner
Brock Bailey, and presiding commissioner Bill Allen accepted a por-
trait from Bowling Green Bicentennial steering committee members,
Jim Arico and Don Hamilton. This was print number 15 of the John
Steockley pen and ink portrait of the Bowling Green founder of John
W. Basye. Basye was also one of the three founders of Louisiana.
Absent from the picture due to a funeral, was eastern commissioner
Tom Wallace. Donations may be sent or dropped off at NECAC Pike
County Service Center, 805 Bus. Hwy. 61 in Bowling Green, between
7:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday-Thursday. Questions may be directed
to Dixon at 573-324-2207.



FARBER ALL-TOWN
GARAGE SALES - Satur-
day, Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Participate please con-
tact Lynn Flowers 573-
721-5994 or come by
daycare. Cost is $5 for
advertisement.

DOWNSIZING SALE -
Friday & Saturday, 8
a.m.-?. Glider, dresser,
bedroom set, lamps,
books, dishes, winter
coats, boots & shoes &
much more. One mile
south of Curryville on
Hwy. M at Schwartz Gen-
eral Store.

GARAGE SALE - 400
Field Dr., B.G. (may be
more in subdivision). Fri-
day, noon-5 p.m., Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Vintage items, sewing
boxes - 4 colors, crock
jugs, minnow buckets, oil
lamps, collectibles,
Christmas, outdoor patio
rug, nice La-Z-Boy furni-
ture & lots more.

USED DOUBLEWIDE
- DUTCH. Amish built in
Indiana, excellent condi-
tion, 3 bed., 2 bath. FI-
NANCING. Call for info
573-249-3333, marktwain
mobilehomes.com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used mo-
bile homes. Call or text
573-338-6250 or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.co
m. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In
Vandalia. Units in 3 sizes
- 10x20, 10x10, and
8x10. L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY
BUILDING - Vandalia -
Family reunion, shower,
birthday. Call Art Wiser,
594-3224. Memberships
available. (tf)

Mo. Firearms Co. Call
for your best deal. 573-
470-9111. (x10-41)

REFURNISHED COM-
PUTERS, parts, acces-
sories. Call Geeky
Hillbilly Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf)

GOOD used tires, pas-
senger & light truck, $15
& up. Vandalia Firestone
& Appliance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We special-
ize in new pole buildings
and new metal house
roofs and all buildings.
Wagler Metals: 21764
Pike 409, Bowling Green.
(tf)

HYDRAULIC rock
clearing rake, $1,500.
636-697-8499. (tf)

WANTED: Baseball
Cards & Comic Books,
Records & Cassette
Tapes.  Other old stuff
considered. Call
573.253.4159

HANDYMAN - Must do
plumbing, heating, dry-
wall, etc., all around work.
Call for wages, 573-324-
5343. (xc3-43)

NO TRESPASSING
OR HUNTING  on the
property of Cheryl Boots.
Violators will be prose-
cuted and not responsible
for accidents on property.
(tf)

NO HUNTING/TRES-
PASSING on land be-
longing to Clarissa
Woods. Violators will be
prosecuted. Will not be
responsible for accidents
on property. (tf)

NO HUNTING or tres-
passing, Murry Shepherd
Farms. Violators will be
prosecuted. Not respon-
sible for injuries or acci-
dents. (12-24)

NO HUNTING or tres-
passing on land owned
by Orey and Elizabeth
Shepherd. Violators will
be prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents
on the property. (11-24-
24)

HORSE BOARDING -
Stable, large stalls, tack
room, full care. Clarksville
area. 573-926-9049. (tf)

RICK’S LAWN EQUIP-
MENT & GOLF CARTS -
Sales, service, and parts.
Used golf cars and mow-
ers. Hwy. 54 West,
Louisiana, MO 63353,
573-754-5055. (tf)

BETTS EXCAVATING
- All kinds of work. Rea-
sonable rates. 754-2371. 

GEEKY HILLBILLY
COMPUTER SERVICES
LLC - B.G. computer re-
pair & recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMP-
ING - Commercial or res-
idential, septic pumping &
repair, sewer augering &
repair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty
rentals. Butch Menne,
573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC
PUMPING - Commercial
or residential, portable
toilet rental, job sites,
special events, auctions.
Brown’s Septic Pumping,
206 Brown Lane,
Louisiana, 754-5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES -
Hand crocheted by Ann
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-3654
annahcx@gmail.com. (tf)

www.thepeoplestribune.com
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NOW HIRING
PLANT

Monday-Friday
6 a.m.-2:30 p.m. - No weekends

HeaLtH & Life iNsuraNce / 401k /
paid HoLidays / paid vacatioN

Apply at:
Target Windows & Doors

800 W. State St. - Vandalia  - EOE
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No HuNtiNG
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Next week’s

paper is
tHursday at
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HeLp waNted
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Loyalty pledges had been
around since the founding of
the country. The U.S. Constitu-
tion itself requires the president
and other officials to take an
oath, and most consistently
have been legally upheld. Mis-
souri, too, had a precedent on
the books.
The more restrictive 1865

oath was different because it
clearly was a vindictive meas-
ure aimed at Missourians who,
guilty or not, may have sided
with the South during the war.
Adopted after three months

of debate, it was part of a new
state constitution that did fea-
ture otherwise progressive
mandates. Voters narrowly ap-
proved the measure in June
1865. Fittingly, it was soundly
defeated in Pike County 1,113
to 639.
The requirement took effect

on Sept. 2, 1865. The next day,
Cummings said Mass at St.
Joseph. His words have been
lost, but they were enough to
get him thrown into the legal
frying pan.
Little is known about the

cleric. The location and date of
his birth and a description of his
appearance remain a mystery.
Cummings studied for the
priesthood at St. Vincent’s
Seminary in Cape Girardeau
and was ordained in 1863. Be-
fore coming to Louisiana, he
had served a parish at Mill-
wood in rural Lincoln County.
It took authorities less than

24 hours to arrest and indict the
Southern-sympathizing priest,
who was thrown into the Pike
County Jail. At the time, the

two-story structure was on the
south side of the Bowling
Green square on the site of
today’s Cancer Memorial Park.
“What are you put in here

for?” one of the other prisoners
reportedly asked.
“For preaching the Gospel,”

Cummings replied.
“Good,” said the other man.

“I am in here for stealing
horses.”
Cummings spent the night

in a cell with another accused
horse thief, two burglary sus-
pects and a man charged with
rape.
The following day, he was

brought before Louisiana resi-
dent and Pike County Judge
Thomas James Clark Fagg,
who within a year would be-
come a Missouri Supreme
Court justice. The judge and the
12-member jury had taken the
oath.
Cummings refused legal

counsel and would not accept
bail. Indignant about the law to
the point of reciting the Apos-
tles’ Creed when asked to
speak, he was found guilty and
fined the prescribed $500 – the
equivalent today of about
$7,700.
If nothing else, Cummings

had prompted a new rebellion.
One inspired clergyman was
North Carolina native Barry
Hill Spencer, a Methodist min-
ister in Montgomery County.
“I believed it to be wicked

thus to surrender the claims of
Christ to the demands of Cae-
sar, and resolved, at the hazard
of fines and imprisonments,
yea, even of life itself, that I
would refuse compliance with
this unrighteous requirement,”
Spencer defiantly said.
Next time: Faith and hellfire

FIRMLY
Continued from front page

We Buy 
Salvage Cars

and 
Farm Equipment

Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage

754-3265 or 754-0508

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT
For Sale
754-5812

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE
485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED
- BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

ESTATEAUCTION
saturday, sept. 2 - 9 a.m.

16433 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. - New London
HOUSEHOLD & MISC.

GUNS
TOOLS & MISC.

TRUCK, AUTOMOBILE, BOAT & MISC.: 2002 Chevy 1500 ex-
tended cab, 2 wd, one owner, 82,xxx miles, well maintained, nice
truck - with reserve; 2005 Pontiac Vibe, 156,xxx miles, auto, 4
dr., good car; Kenner ski barge 16’ fiberglass fish boat, 65 hp.
Merc, trailer & trolling motor; EZ Go electric golf cart; 12’x14’
drop-gate trailer; Honda 4 trax; fishing poles, tackle boxes &
equipment.
TRACTORS, MOWERS & MISC.: Ferguson tractor, good tires,
good condition, JDA tractor, good tires; Cub Cadet RZTL 54” zero
turn, 182 hrs.; Craftsman LT 1750 rider, 42” cub; 2 older Sear
garden tractors; 3 pt. carry-all; dirt scoop; Woods RM 550 finnish
mower; Agrifab lawn sweep; lawn roller; Stihl BG 50 blower;
seeders; thatcher; pickup water tank; 100 gal. Rubbermaid water
tank; steel post; dog crate; live trap; metal lockers; shop fans;
etc.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Another nice sale. Owner is moving out
of state. Guns sell at 11 a.m. Lots of nice quality items. Many not
listed. Must be MO resident to purchase firearms..

Property of Sherry Stombaugh
& the late Dwayne Stombaugh
TERMS: Cash or good check with proper ID • Lunch Served 

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS
ANNOUNCEMENTS DAY OF SALE TAKE PRECEDENCE 

SORRY NO CREDIT OR DEBIT CARDS
OVER ALL OTHER ADVERTISING
www.harlowauctions.com

Annual Fall
Worship Service
The Southern Pike Inter-

Church Council will hold its
Annual Fall Worship Service
at the New Life Christian
Church in Eolia on Sunday,
Sept. 10 at 2 p.m. 
Some of the pastors from

the Interchurch Council will
give a  short message from
the scripture of their choice.
Their will be special music
given at the service. 
They are looking forward

to having a great spiritual
and fellowship time.Would
love have everyone come to
this service. 
Money raised is used to

help people in need in the
Southern Pike area along
with food vouchers, fruit
baskets for Christmas, they
have adopted the elementary
teachers the past two years,
given clothing to the school
nurse along with the school
lunch program, Lucky Tray. 
Refreshments will be

served following the service.
Everyone is welcome to at-
tend.

include Kayleeonia Preston (re-
newable four-year scholarship;
Taylor Hays; Mersade Ehler;
Madalynn Caldwell; Audrey
Williams (Natalie Gibson Schol-
arship); Abigail Carlyle (Zandra
Dowell Scholarship); Mara
Jensen (Alan Adam Memorial
Scholarship); Aiden Brown
(Elaine Brookshier Scholarship);
Ennis Childs (college recipient);
and Harley Brewster (college re-
cipient).

In its 13-year history the as-

sociation has provided scholar-
ships to 95 students valued at
$109,300.00.

Those wishing to attend the
reunion should make meal reser-
vations and payment by Sept. 8.
All former students and friends of
the school are invited to attend.

A gift has been received in
memory of Carol Bishop Smith
(class of 1964) by Jane
Ahlstrom.

Board members in atten-
dance were Jim Current, Jim
Deppe, Gary Heim, Debby
Moore, Carol Schambach and
Laura Straube.

VAN-FAR
Continued from page 6

The Confederates focused
their attention on Elmore’s
storeroom. It received the
most damage, with 28 bullets
penetrating the wooden part of
the structure. The other build-
ings had slight damage.
After 40 minutes of skir-

mishing, the rebels sent a pro-
posal to Purse under a flag of
truce.
“We demand an uncondi-

tional surrender as far as arms
are concerned,” read the mes-
sage, signed by Porter and
Burbridge. It also said the
Union men would be par-
doned.
There is disagreement over

who carried the message. One
story says it was Elmore, and
claims the Confederates shot
the storekeeper in the right
shoulder as he stood by the
door of his building awaiting
a Union response.
Another story says it was

Moses Beck, a 31-year-old
Kentucky native and son of a
Baptist minister who had
grown up near Ashley and
farmed in Montgomery

County. The account says
Union men shot Beck as he
returned to the Confederate
lines.
In his 1909 book “With

Porter in North Missouri” au-
thor Joseph A. Mudd says
Beck was not the messenger.
According to his account,
Louisiana rebel Samuel Minor
was standing by Beck when
the farmer was gunned down.
In any event, Purse wasn’t
about to surrender.
“Can’t comply with your

request,” the Union com-
mander wrote back. “Your
men should have respected
your own messenger.”
The two sides exchanged

fire for about 15 more minutes
before the Confederates inex-
plicably retreated. Union
backers used what should
have been an easy rebel win to
light the fires of passion for
their cause.
“Brave men that fought and

fell at Ashley – the grass that
springs upon your freshly sod-
ded graves shall not fade until
the last vestige of treason is
swept from North Missouri,”
the Journal promised.
Next time: Covered in

glory.

ASHLEY
Continued from front page

services
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Community News

A Salute To The Area’s
Labor Day is observed annually on the first  
territories in honor of hardworking people.
working men and women in this area...and  

Bowling Green
Lumber Co.
700 W. Champ Clark • Bowling Green

324-5400

Poage 
Ford
1110 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. • Bowling Green

324-5130

Ledford
Crane
19603 Pike 308 • Bowling Green
470-6301/470-4366

Pike County Health Dept.,
Home Health & Hospice
#1 Health Care Place • Bowling Green

324-2111

Bowling Green
Construction
Bus. Hwy. 61 N. • Bowling Green

324-3433

Shelter
Insurance Agency
610 W. Hwy. 54 • Vandalia

594-2235

Orf
Construction, Inc.
15181 Pike 313 • Bowling Green

324-3552

All-Way Wire 
Rope & Splicing
4 Industrial Dr. • Bowling Green

324-3330

LaCrosse
Lumber Co.
301 N. Main • Vandalia

594-6448

Waters
Funeral Home
500 S. Main • Vandalia

324-2125

Lynn’s 
Heritage House
800 Kelly Lane • Louisiana

754-4020

Briscoe 
& Brannon

New London & Hannibal
985-3411

Scherder
Realty LLC
1214 E. Champ Clark Dr. - Suite E

324-LAND

On this holiday people strive to have one
last warm-weather hurrah before the
lazy days of summer turn into the crisp
days of autumn. No matter what the type
of Labor Day activity, it is important to
keep safety in mind.
• Plan enough time for your vacation or trip and don't speed. Labor Day is a busy time
for traveling and you'll be competing for road space with other drivers, some of whom
can be aggressive behind the wheel.

• Don't drink and drive. If you're hosting a party for others, make sure no one who will
be driving leaves intoxicated.

• If your fun will be taking place on a water vessel, make sure everyone is wearing a
U.S. Coast Guard approved life jacket.

• Don't drink and operate a boat.

• Practice fireworks safety. If fireworks are not legal in your area, refrain from pur-
chasing and firing them off. If they are, don't let children participate in the ignition of
fireworks. Maintain a safe distance from lit fireworks, and never try to re-light a "dud"
firework.

• Keep a sharp eye on children, especially where there are pools or swimming will occur.
It takes only a few inches of water for a child to drown. Labor Day activities can be ex-
citing and confusing, so make sure you keep tabs on the children. Latch any safety gates
surrounding pools and only swim at beaches with a lifeguard present.

• Don't forget to protect your skin and eyes from the sun's rays. Slather on sun block
with SPF 20 or more several times during the day.

• Labor Day events often involve picnics or meals outdoors. Remember to safely store
refrigerated foods so that they won't spoil. Cook meats and poultry to recommended
temperatures to avoid food poisoning. If food has been left outside for several hours,
don't try to save the leftovers -- bacteria may be present.

• When driving, keep an eye open for bicyclists, in-line skaters, motorcyclists and other
people sharing the road.

State Farm
Insurance
Ramsey Dickerman • Vandalia

594-6409

Dairy Queen
BREAKFAST SERVED DAILY
819 W. Hwy. 54. • Vandalia

594-2062

Bienhoff
Funeral Homes
Vandalia - Perry - Center - Laddonia

565-3523

Chad Perkins
40th District State Representative
Paid for by Committee to Elect
Chad Perkins State Representative
Allen Ebers, Treasurer

Betty Davis
Insurance
100 N. Main • Vandalia

594-3727

Second Missionary Baptist Church
West Hwy. 54 - Vandalia

FISH FRY
Friday, Sept. 1 - 11 a.m.-?
$12 Serving catfish, fried potatoes, baked beans, cole slaw

Carry-Outs • Delivery Call 594-2146

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C.
Serving the region

for 32 years

Got pain?
Digestive problems?
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy
is really QUITE SIMPLE!

Call today - 573-324-2225
300 W. Main 

Bowling Green

Meyer Elected As Angus Delegate To 140th Meeting
Brock Meyer of Bowling

Green has been elected as a
delegate to the 140th Ameri-
can Angus Association®
Convention of Delegates, set
to be held Nov. 6 at the Rosen
Shingle Creek Hotel and Con-
vention Center in Orlando,
Fla., reports Mark McCully,
chief executive officer of the
American Angus Association.

Meyer, a member of the

American Angus Association
with headquarters in St.
Joseph is one of 294 Angus
breeders who have been
elected by fellow members in
their state to serve as a repre-
sentative at the annual meet-
ing. 

Representing the United
States and Canada, the dele-
gates will participate in the

business meeting and elect
new officers and five direc-
tors to the American Angus
Association board.

Held in conjunction with
the 140th Annual Convention
of Delegates, the Angus Con-
vention is set to take place
Nov. 4-6, in Orlando, Fla. The
Angus Convention offers un-
rivaled opportunities for real-

world education and face-to-
face networking.

The American Angus As-
sociation is the nation’s
largest beef breed organiza-
tion, serving more than
22,000 members across the
United States, Canada and
several other countries. For
more information about
Angus cattle, visit
www.ANGUS.org.

Van-Far Alumni Plan Reunion
Van-far Alumni and Friends

board members met Aug. 24 at
the elementary school.  They
completed plans for the All-
school reunion tol be held Sun-
day, Sept. 24. 

The event, to be held at the
elementary building, will include
a noon lunch prepared by school
personnel and featuring chicken
cordon bleu and porkchops.

Guest speaker will be Jeff
Moore, (class of 1993) a gradu-
ate of the University of Missouri

and Columbia College. He works
in agriculture media sales and
lives in Jefferson City with wife,
Sally, and children, Grayson and
Maren.

Entertainment will be provided
by vocalist, Natalie Nolan Gib-
son, (class of 1999) new high
school principal.  She will be as-
sisted by her daughter, Zoe.

Scholarship recipients of 2023
have been invited to this event to
report on their future plans.  They

See VAN-FAR page 5
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Community news

Monday in September in all states and
Join these fine sponsors in saluting the 

have a safe and happy Labor Day weekend!

Hardworking Men & Women

Where did Labor Day come from?
On September 5, 1882, some 10,000 workers assembled in New York City to participate in America's first Labor Day parade.

After marching from City Hall to Union Square, the workers and their families gathered in Reservoir Park for a picnic, concert,
and speeches. This first Labor Day celebration was initiated by Peter J. McGuire, a carpenter and labor union leader who a year
earlier co-founded the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions, a precursor of the
American Federation of Labor.

McGuire had proposed his idea for a holiday honoring American workers at a labor meeting
in early 1882. New York's Central Labor Union quickly approved his proposal and began plan-
ning events for the second Tuesday in September. McGuire had suggested a September date in
order to provide a break during the long stretch between Independence Day and Thanksgiving.
While the first Labor Day was held on a Tuesday, the holiday was soon moved to the first Mon-
day in September, the date we continue to honor.

New York's Labor Day celebrations inspired similar events across the country. Oregon be-
came the first state to grant legal status to the holiday in 1887; other states soon followed. In
1894, Congress passed legislation making Labor Day a national holiday. 

For many decades, Labor Day was used by workers not only to celebrate their accomplish-
ments, but also to air their grievances and discuss strategies for securing better working condi-
tions and salaries. Nowadays, Labor Day is associated less with union activities and protest
marches and more with leisure. For many, the holiday is a time for family picnics, sporting events, and summer's last hurrah. 

Ingram
Plumbing

1240 S. Bus. Hwy. 61 • Bowling Green
324-5257

Greg’s
Glass
18605 Hwy. NN • Bowling Green

324-2107

Dawson’s
Collision Center
1212 Bus. 61 S. • Bowling Green

324-2422

The
People’s Tribune

25 N. Main Cross  • Bowling Green
324-6111

Young
Enterprises Inc.
25759 Hwy. 161 • Mew Hartford

669-5225

Kuda’s
Auto Repair
518 S. Main • Farber

249-5832

Hickerson 
Shoe Repair

116 N. Court • Bowling Green
324-3688

Bowling Green
Insurance
310 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. • Bowling Green

324-5762

Ayers
Oil Co.

410 Bus. 61 N. • Bowling Green
324-2266

Bibb-Veach
Funeral Homes
Bowling Green. • Silex

324-2211

Collier
Funeral Home

117 Barnard Dr. • Louisiana
754-4800

Allparts
20151 Hwy. UU
Louisiana

754-4545

RP Land Co.
Denise Leverett
Serving The Entire Area
314-504-4832

Bowling Green
Tractor

1201 Bus. Hwy. 61 • Bowling Green
324-3337

Dr. Stephen
Chismarich
310 Main St. • Bowling Green

324-2238

Niemeyer 
Family Farms

208 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. • Bowling Green
324-5424

Calvert’s
General Insurance
124 W. Main • Bowling Green

324-2321

Southside
Bar & Grill
110 W. Main St. • Bowling Green

324-6900

Perkins 
Electrical Service
819 Bus. 61 N. • Bowling Green

324-5366

Haley Baskett of Vandalia
has been selected as North
Central Missouri College's
Outstanding Student for Au-

gust. 
Haley, a Missouri A+ schol-

arship student, will graduate
with her associate degree in
May. At NCMC, she is study-
ing Business with an emphasis
in sports management. After
graduating from NCMC,
Haley plans to transfer to a
four-year institution to con-
tinue to play collegiate golf.

At NCMC, Haley lives on
campus and plays golf for the
Pirates golf team. Haley's fa-
vorite class was Accounting
with Ronda Copple. Haley
said, "I enjoy math, and Mrs.
Copple made the class a good
environment. She lectures and
listens really well."

Haley went on to say, "The
things I enjoy most about

NCMC are the people, the at-
mosphere, and making new
friends.” She said, “Just be
yourself, reach out, and try to
make as many friends as you
can."

She is the daughter of Jared
and Melissa Baskett of Van-
dalia.

Each month, a student is
nominated by a faculty or staff
member to be featured as an
Outstanding Student based on
their dedication to educational
success, attitude toward learn-
ing, and hard work in their
field and activities.

To learn more about
NCMC, visit https://www.
ncmissouri.edu/ or contact the
Admissions Department at
660-359-3948.

Haley Baskett Selected Outstanding Student

Haley Baskett

THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE
The area’s ONLY locally-owned & operated newspaper

Online anytime at www.thepeoplestribune.com

The Clopton Alumni Associa-
tion memorial scholarship fund
received the following  Memori-
als.
Donations and honor gifts

from May 1-Aug. 31, 2023.
In memory of Wayne Kimey

and Howard Rickard given by
Geraldine and Richard Kimey
In memory of Leroy Welch

given by Brian and Christal
Welch
In memory of Hunter Stribling

given by Audrey A. England
In memory of Mamie Wheeler

given by Randy and Mary Lovell
In memory of Kris McCluskey

Brown given by Joanne Ham-
muck, Hettie Magee Hall
In memory of Rosie Reed

Adams given by Joanne Ham-
muck
In memory of Marian Wyble

given by Joanne Hammuck, Het-
tie Magee Hall
In memory of Joe Owens

given by Hettie Magee, Mary Ep-
person Gourlay
In memory of Ben Hall given

by Hettie Hall

In memory of Terry Aubuchon
and Tom Aubuchon  and Sharon
Aubuchon Williams given by
Judy (Aubuchon) and Danny
Reed
In memory of Lanny Magee

given by Hettie Magee Hall
In memory of Sidney Mitchell

given by David and Katherine
Crane, Rose Marie Buchholz,
David and Janice Robinson
In memory of memory of

James and Brent Crouse given
by David and Janice Robinson
In memory of Mary Windmiller

given by John Windmiller
In memory of Dick Windmiller

given by John Windmiller
In memory of Joe Teague

given by Chris and Sandra Brune
In memory of Alan Barron

given by Linda Moulton Olson
In memory of Erma Tucker

given by Tara Tucker Humphreys
In memory of Sandra Mae

Hurd given by Rose Marie Buch-
holz
In memory of Everett Winters

given by Mary Ann York Winters
In memory of John Daniel

Cornish given by Wendell and
Carolyn Weeks
In memory of Kevin Troutner

and members of the Class of
1978 given by Kelly Troutner
Holtsman
In memory of Kevin Troutner

and Bob Fiedler given by Bar-
bara Fiedler Churchill
In memory of Gene Brown

given by Michelle and Brad Noah
In memory of Judy Brown

Black given by Robert and LaV-
erne Wright
In memory of Julia L. Sitton

Schnell and Thomas C. Sitton
given by Mary S. Carpenter
In memory of Emery Charlotte

Slater given by Gary and Carol
Slater Tolbert
In memory of Noah and Vir-

ginia Tolbert given by Gary and
Carol Tolbert
In memory of Dr. John Gray

given by John and Cherl An-
drews
In memory of Sue Sitton

Smith given by Mary Sitton Car-
penter

Clopton Alumni Association Scholorship Donations

To Be Continued Next Week

Vandalia Firestone,
Appliance & Furniture
213 S. Main St. • Vandalia

594-6624

Woods Smoked
Meats Inc.
1501 W. Hwy. 54 • Bowling Green

324-2247
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