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BYBRENT ENGEL
CONTRIBUTINGWRITER
Few were better at giving a

rousing speech than Champ
Clark, and he offered one in
September 1911 that still has
relevance.

The Bowling Green attor-
ney had taken over just five
months earlier as the 36th
Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives, and was
proud of accomplishments
he’d overseen or initiatives
that had started in what would
become almost eight years of

wielding the gavel.
But Clark came home to

Pike County troubled by a
concern that’s often voiced
today. At a chicken dinner in
Louisiana, he outlined his fear
that too many people ignored
important matters facing the
country.

“Instead of there being too
many politicians, there are not
enough,” he boldly said. “In a
country whose institutions are
based upon popular suffrage,
every man should be a politi-
cian, and every man owes a
portion of his time, energy and
talents to the service of the
state.”

Clark quickly told the audi-
ence that he did not mean
everyone should seek political
office, which he called a busi-
ness that was “poor when you
succeed” and “inexpressibly
poor when you fail.”

“What I do mean is that
every citizen should, so far as
in him lies, study the problems
which confront us, and help,
so far as he can, to solve them
for the betterment of govern-
ment, the improvement of so-
ciety and the perpetuity of the
republic.”

The 1910 elections were a
turning point in Washington.
While Republicans maintained
a majority in the Senate, De-
mocrats took control of the
House for the first time in al-
most two decades, and Clark
helped make it happen. His
message that families were
being hurt by the high cost of
living resonated with voters.

Clark pointed out that Con-
gress had cut government ex-
penses, reduced taxes and
overhauled campaign fi-
nances. New Mexico and Ari-
zona had been added to the
Union, and work was under
way on a constitutional
amendment to have senators
chosen by voters instead of
state legislatures.

Clark said the Democrat
House had “made a record so
excellent as to surprise its
friends and dumfound its ene-
mies.”

The Editorial Review mag-
azine said that under Clark’s
leadership, Democrats were
“again recognized and known
as the constructive party, the
party that builds and makes
and does.”

Clark certainly could be
partisan, but he also saw the

need for cooperation across
the aisle. While agreeing there
was corruption in politics, he
said such hacks were “ene-
mies, not only of the republic,
but all constituted authority”
and that they “should be
scourged out of public life
with a whip of scorpions.”

Instead of focusing upon
the rare cases of fraud, Clark
said, people should be re-
minded that “our theory of
government is the best ever
devised by the wit of man; that
the vast majority of American
voters of all parties are ab-
solutely honest, that the major-
ity of public men are of high
character and patriotic; that the
corruptionists are only the ex-
ceptions which prove the
rule.”

Ever the optimist, Clark re-
emphasized the need for more
people to get involved and
make a difference.

“It is a great and glorious
privilege to be a Missourian,
but the greatest and most glo-
rious privilege vouchsafed to
us is to be Americans, with all
the proud recollections, fond
hopes and high aspirations of
Americans.”

A Call To Arms
Champ Clark Encourages Engaged Public

Official Logo 
The Vandalia Area Historical Society recently posted a banner on

the side of the museum of the official logo for the upcoming 2024
Vandalia Sesquicentennial Year.  Historical Society, along with the
Chamber of Commerce and many strong community organizations
are finalizing 2024 events.  Currently fund raising is underway, in-
cluding $150 for 150 years for a named plaque to be displayed in the
museum.  In addition,  t-shirts, garden flags, Christmas ornaments,
key bracelets, challenge coins will be for sale at the Museum 9/23,
during Prairie Days.  Drawings for free 2024 soup/card party tickets
and otherwise free merchandise will be held at 4 p.m., the same day.  

BYBRENTENGEL
CONTRIBUTINGWRITER
Editor’s note: Following is

the third part in a story series by
contributing writer Brent Engel.

Father John Cummings had a
powerful hometown supporter
in his battle against Missouri’s
1865 loyalty oath.

The Louisiana Weekly Jour-
nal called defenders of the vow
“fanatics and destructives,” and
said legislators who came up
with it were a “bigoted and in-
tolerant set of jackasses.”

The St. Joseph Catholic
Church priest was arrested for
violating the law, which was part
of a new constitution narrowly
approved by voters. Most polit-
ical and professional job-holders
were required to swear they’d
not sympathized with the Con-
federacy during the Civil War.

The ideological split over the
pledge was emblematic of the
times. In his first inaugural ad-
dress, President Abraham Lin-
coln had referred to “the better
angels of our nature” in trying to
heal a divided nation.

While one of the best

speeches in presidential history,
the plea didn’t work. And, in a
deeply fractured state such as
Missouri, many saw the loyalty
test as the government’s illegal
subjection of thought.

Cummings admitted his guilt
before a judge. Ironically, the
setting was the Bowling Green
Methodist Church, where Pike
County had held legal proceed-
ings after the courthouse burned
the previous year.

Cummings was persuaded to
change his plea, and an appeal
was made to the Missouri
Supreme Court. The cleric re-
luctantly let supporters pay his
$500 fine so he could get out of
jail. Released on a Friday, he
was back in the pulpit two days
later. The Journal sarcastically
asked why Cummings wasn’t
behind bars.

“If there is any fact that
demonstrates the foolishness of
the prohibition of preaching the
word of God, as prescribed in
the new constitution, it is surely
this,” the paper declared, adding
that the oath was an “atrocious

section of an atrocious constitu-
tion.”

Despite a lot of backing, the
outlook for Cummings was dis-
mal. State leaders had created a
bitter atmosphere that author
Harold Bradley likened to “a po-
litical viper’s nest.” Though oath
opposition was palpable, few
outside of newspaper editorial-
ists and religious leaders stepped
forward, lest they be labeled dis-
loyal and lose their livelihoods.

Supreme Court Justices
David Wagner, Walter Lovelace
and Nathaniel Holmes were
oath supporters. They’d been
chosen by Gov. Thomas
Fletcher after the previous three
justices were ousted.

If anyone should have known
better, it was Lovelace. He was
the Virginia-born son of a Bap-
tist minister and a Montgomery
County lawyer who had been
Speaker of the Missouri House.
Wagner was a Pennsylvania na-
tive and an attorney from Lewis
County who had served in the
Missouri Senate. Holmes hailed
from New Hampshire and had
studied at Harvard Law School
before coming to Missouri.

Meeting in St. Louis, the jus-
tices heard arguments starting
on Oct. 17, 1865. Bowling
Green lawyer Robert Alexander
Campbell went to bat for Cum-
mings.

The defense said the oath was
unconstitutional because it
retroactively criminalized ac-
tions that were legal when com-
mitted, declared suspects guilty
without a trial and undermined
the freedom of speech and reli-
gion.

The prosecution maintained
that Missouri lawmakers had the
right to set qualifications for cer-

tain jobs and that the vow did
not convict anyone. It also said
the state was not regulatorily
limited by the free exercise and
establishment clauses of the fed-
eral constitution’s First Amend-
ment.

The justices on Oct. 30 unan-
imously rejected Cummings’ ar-
guments. Wagner wrote that the
pledge was approved “not with
a view to punishment for a past
offence, but for future protec-
tion” and that it did not “inflict
any pains or penalties.”

The court sidestepped the
freedom of religion and speech
contentions by saying it was
“not for the judiciary” to rule if
the oath infringed upon “the
general principles of liberty or
natural justice.”

The decision opened the
floodgates for the arrest of
preachers across the state. Even
82-year-old Catholic Bishop
John Joseph Hogan was busted,
hauled to the brig with a Bible in
one hand and a crucifix in the
other while telling anyone who
would listen that civil despots
had been “the enemy of Christ”
for centuries.

Oath supporters “intend to
carry out their oppressive policy
against the ministers of religion,
and to do all they can to subvert
the fabric of religious liberty in
Missouri,” the Journal told read-
ers.

Meanwhile, Cummings
boarded the steamboat “Harry
Johnson” on Nov. 4 at St. Louis
for a return to Louisiana. Little
did he know the short voyage
would mark a huge turning
point.

Next time: A decision for the
ages.

Standing Firmly
Louisiana Priest Defies Effort To Regulate Speech

During the early morning
hours of Saturday, Sept. 2,
2023, a Louisiana police offi-
cer was patrolling an area in
which there has been a lot of
criminal activity. 

The officer observed an in-
dividual behaving suspi-
ciously in the area and
initiated a pedestrian check.
During the course of that in-
vestigation the officer located
narcotics and arrested the in-
dividual. Pike County Prose-
cuting Attorney has charged
Teresa N. Gill, 36, of

Louisiana with the class D
felony of possession of a con-
trolled substance (metham-
phetamine) as well as the
class E felony of possession
of drug paraphernalia. The
Honorable Milan Berry has
set bond for Gill at $15,000
cash only. 

The Louisiana Police De-
partment urges everyone to
report any suspicious activity. 

Keep in mind that all sus-
pects are innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

Gill Arrested On Drug Charges

Heritage Day Draws Crowd
The annual Champ Clark Heritage Day was held Saturday, Sept. 9 on the square in Bowling Green.

The day began with a breakfast at the United Methodist Church followed by a parade and lots of craft
vendors as well as the ever-popular car show.

Trib photo by Kimberly Chandler

Champ Clark

The editorial page masthead of the Louisiana Weekly Journal, which
supported Father John Cummings in his constitutional battle against the
Missouri loyalty oath.  

Greenwood Cemetery Plans
Annual Breakfast On Sept. 16

The public is invited to the
annual Greenwood Cemetery
breakfast on Saturday, Sept.  16,
from 7-9 a.m., at the Clarksville
American Legion. 

They will be serving  grilled
sausage, pancakes, scrambled
eggs, biscuits and gravy, home-
made apple butter, coffee and
juice. There is a discounted price
for children.

Each year the cemetery board
raises money to help defray the
costs of keeping  over twenty
four acres mowed and main-
tained. It can be a challenging
job with summer rains and
storms and the cemetery has
looked exceptionally nice this
year. In past years the funds
raised have been earmarked for
certain projects like tree removal,
setting new military markers,
and the never-ending job of re-
pairing fallen headstones. 

Recently discovered infor-
mation about one of the souls
buried at Greenwood has added
a new veteran, Philip Fink, to
our rolls, #318. As far as we can
tell he is our only veteran of the
Mexican War – the invasion of
Mexico by the United States
Army from 1846 to 1848. It fol-
lowed the 1845 American an-
nexation of Texas. 

Fink was born in Kietrich
Germany and emmigrated to the
United States, arriving in Texas
in 1843. His obituary stated that
during the Mexican War he was
engaged as a teamster and he
bore a scar on one of his shoul-
ders caused by a lance thrown
by a Mexican.

He later moved to New Or-
leans where he owned and oper-
ated a steamboat that ran
between New Orleans and St.

Louis. He married Martha Keel-
ing in July 1850 and they later
moved to Missouri. There were
twelve children born to this mar-
riage.

The Pike County Echo 2023
Summer Newsletter recently
shared excerpts from the 1889
Bowling Green Times. In the
May 1889 issue
CLARKSVILLE news – 

“Philip Fink received a mon-
key and 2 mocking birds sent
him by his son James, from
New Orleans. James captured
the monkey himself in Central
America.”

Several years after Martha
died in 1894, Philip moved from
the Clarksville area and lived in
Texas once again with one of his
sons. Upon his death his remains
were shipped back to Missouri
and he was laid to rest next to his
wife in Greenwood.

Philip Fink 1828 – 1911 &
his wife Martha Keeling Fink
1831-94.

The 2023 cemetery breakfast
will be in honor of the following
people who died and were
buried in our city cemetery in
2022: Bertha Mae Taylor, Eliz-
abeth Baskett, Ronald Hart-
mann, Alphonso Webb, Nora
Wilson, Jessie Lee Johnson,
Mary Skirvin, Dennis Smith,
Dickie Windmiller, Jeanette
Bryant, Connie Rest, Thomas
Hooten, Lois Cannon, Ruby
Taylor, Mary Jane Owens, Dan
Sanders.

If you would like to honor
any of these people, other loved
ones, or help us with our many
projects, please send your dona-
tion to: Greenwood Cemetery,
c/o Melva Lovell, P.O. Box 315,
Clarksville MO 63336

Lady Hawks Help Sing National Anthem Amid Technical Snag
BY BRICE CHANDLER

EDITOR
On Saturday, Sept. 2, the

Clopton Lady Hawks softball
team found themselves in an
unusual role on the field prior
to their away game against
Community R-VI.  

It was the kind of situation
that inspires movies, or at the
very least, some of the most
iconic scenes in movies.  

As both teams stood on the
field after the starting lineup
introductions, the announcer's
sound equipment failed, ren-
dering him unable to play the
National Anthem.  

At that point, several peo-
ple in the crowd reported
hearing a quiet voice in the
visiting Lady Hawks lineup
began singing the anthem.
She was quickly joined by her
teammates.  

According to Head Soft-
ball Coach and Clopton High
School Principal, Dean
Streed, someone from the
crowd suggested the girls sing
the National Anthem.  

"Without hesitation, our
girls talked to each other and
said, 'come on let's do it,' and
the next thing you know, our
softball team was leading the
National Anthem prior to the
start of the first game."  

By mid-song, the entire
crowd had joined in.  

"Most high school students
would have been self-con-
scious about their actions, or
even fear they may be embar-
rassed. Our girls reacted with-
out hesitation." Streed
emphasized the courage ex-
hibited by the students.  

The spontaneous act
caught the attention of Brian

Pursifull from the Missouri 
Veterans Association. 

“I've been doing this for 
about 21 years on the board, 
and I have seen some very 
emotional, very patriotic ac-
tions taken by a lot of differ-
ent people and they're usually 
not high school kids,” Pursi-
full told the Tribune.  

He was there to watch his 
niece who plays on the Com-
munity R-VI team.  

“I heard this little voice 
start singing, and I'm looking 
to see with my eyes what my 
ears are hearing. It was a 
brave thing to take it on them-
selves—to sing the national 
anthem as the opposing team 
surrounded by people they 
didn’t know. That was some-
thing that I've never wit-
nessed in my 21 years.”  

See SING on page 6
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According to the American
Cancer Society, prostate can-
cer is the second most com-
mon cancer in American men.
The chance of getting prostate
cancer goes up as a man gets
older and most prostate can-
cers are found in men over the
age of 55.

In honor of Prostate Can-
cer Awareness month, Hanni-
bal Regional Medical Group
is offering free prostate can-
cer screenings on September
19th from 5:30-7:30 p.m., at
Hannibal Regional Medical
Group. An appointment is re-
quired and space is limited so
don’t delay, make your ap-
pointment today by calling
(573) 406-1641.

Dr. Viacheslav Iremashvili,
Urologist at Hannibal Re-
gional Medical Group, says
“prostate cancer is one of a
few tumors for which we
have a safe and effective way
of early detection through
PSA blood test and prostate
exam. The screening allows
us to find prostate cancers
early on when they are still
curable and therefore able to
save lives.”  

Screenings are the only
way to catch prostate cancer
before it becomes dangerous
to you or your loved one.
Screenings are not just for
men who might have symp-
toms of prostate cancer.
Since all men are at risk for
prostate cancer, Dr. Ire-
mashvili suggests “all men
over the age of 55 should be
screened every year for the
disease.” Prostate cancer de-
velops more often in African
American men and Caribbean
men of African ancestry than
those of other races and those
men should be screened annu-
ally beginning at age 40.  Ad-
ditionally having one or more
close relatives with prostate
cancer also increases a man’s
risk of having prostate cancer
and they should be screened
annually beginning at age 40.

Prostate cancer has no
symptoms in its early stages
of development. Most men

who have prostate cancer may
not even know it, which is
why regular screenings are so
important. The screening will
include both a digital rectal
examination and a prostate
specific antigen (PSA) blood
test. The two tests together
can often detect cancer before
it becomes symptomatic,
leading to earlier treatments
and better outcomes. The free
screenings are provided by
medical professionals from
Hannibal Regional Medical
Group.

There are some symptoms
which should raise a red flag
for any man. These symp-
toms, which could also ap-
pear with benign enlargement
of the prostate, might be ex-
perienced as prostate cancer
progresses. Symptoms in-
clude: difficulty starting uri-
nation, a need to urinate
frequently (especially at
night), inability to urinate,
weak or interrupted flow of
urine (dribbling), painful or
burning urination, painful
ejaculation, blood in urine or
semen, and frequent pain or
stiffness in the back, hips, or
upper thighs.

An appointment is required
and space is limited so don’t
delay, make your appoint-
ment today by calling Hanni-
bal Regional Medical Group
at (573) 406-1641.

Free Prostate Cancer Screenings

Dr. Viacheslav Iremashvili

September Is Suicide Prevention Month
During drought, plants and

livestock suffer.
So do farmers. Life in rural

America can be rough, espe-
cially when weather-related
events such as drought and flood
put crops and livestock at risk.

University of Missouri Ex-
tension agronomist Valerie Tate
knows this all too well. Tate has
lost some friends and neighbors
to suicide, a topic that still
breaks her heart.

She’s not alone. September –
National Suicide Prevention
Month – is a painful reminder
that life is tough in rural Amer-
ica. Tate says it is a good time to
#BeThe1ToAsk, keep them
safe, be there, help them connect
and follow up.

MU Extension safety and
health specialist Karen Funken-
busch reminds farmers and their
families that MU Extension of-
fers behavioral and mental
health resources, mental health
workshops, suicide prevention
classes and teletherapy counsel-
ing sessions for farmers and
ranchers.

Suicide is the 10th-leading
cause of death among Ameri-
cans. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reports
that rural residents are at a
higher risk of suicide than urban
residents. The CDC also reports
that more than half of U.S. coun-
ties don’t have a social worker,
psychologist or psychiatrist. Ac-

cording to the Missouri Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Serv-
ices, 98% of the state’s rural
counties are designated “mental
health professional shortage
areas.”

It’s time to change those sta-
tistics, says Funkenbusch.

In addition to a shortage of
mental and behavioral health
services, workers in rural com-
munities often face other barri-
ers such as difficulty obtaining
health insurance, she says. There
also may be sociocultural factors
such as stigma against seeking
help, especially for men. A lack
of nearby medical services often
hampers emergency care for
those suffering from serious
self-inflicted injuries or over-
doses.

MU Extension works with
numerous groups to provide re-
sources to farmers and ranchers,
especially those who live in un-
derserved areas.

One is the AgriStress
Helpline. MU Extension, in a
partnership with the Missouri
Department of Agriculture, is
promoting the free, confidential
service, which is available to
Missouri producers and rural
families seeking mental health
support. Call or text 833-897-
2474 for help. Health care pro-
fessionals answer 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

The MU Psychological Serv-
ices Clinic offers free telether-

apy sessions for farmers and
ranchers and members of their
immediate families. Learn more
at muext.us/PSCFarmRanch, or
contact the clinic at adpsc@mis-
souri.edu or 573-882-4677.

MU Extension is part of Iowa
Concern, which provides stress
counselors, an attorney for legal
education, information and re-
ferral services for farm families.
The toll-free number is 800-447-
1985.

These services are supported
through Farm and Ranch Stress
Assistance Network grants from
the USDA National Institute of
Food and Agriculture.

Another option is the 24-hour
National Suicide & Crisis Life-
line, which provides free, confi-
dential services. If you or
someone you know is in crisis,
call or text 988 or go to 988life-
line.org.

Celebrating The Foundation of America
During Constitution Week Sept. 17-23
The National Society Daugh-

ters of the American Revolution
urges Americans to reflect on the
United States Constitution dur-
ing this month’s annual obser-
vance in honor this foundational
document of national gover-
nance.

The DAR initiated the obser-
vance in 1955, when the service
organization petitioned the U.S.
Congress to dedicate September
17–23 of each year to the com-
memoration of Constitution
Week. Congress adopted the
resolution, and on Aug. 2, 1956,
President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower signed it into Public Law
#915. 

The celebration’s goals are
threefold: to encourage the study
of the historical events that led
to the framing of the Constitu-
tion in September 1787; to re-
mind the public that the
Constitution is the basis of
America’s great heritage and the
foundation for its way of life;
and to emphasize U.S. citizens’
responsibility to protect, defend
and preserve the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

Students see the U.S. Consti-

tution on display at the National
Archives Building as part of the
57th annual United States Sen-
ate Youth Program held in
Washington, D.C., on March 2-
9, 2019.

“We are so proud DAR led
the way in making Constitution
Week an official commemora-
tion and our members enthusi-
astically promote the celebration
annually in communities across
the country by erecting commu-
nity displays, sponsoring munic-
ipal proclamations, ringing bells
and staging programs to raise
awareness of the Constitution’s
tenets and importance,” said
DAR President General Pamela
Rouse Wright. “We encourage
all citizens to join us in celebrat-
ing this powerful document that
is so important to American his-
tory and to reflect on the impact
the Constitution has had on the
lives of American citizens past
and present.”

DAR has been the foremost
advocate for the awareness, pro-
motion and celebration of Con-
stitution Week. The annual
observance provides innumer-
able opportunities for educa-

tional initiatives and community
outreach, two mission areas of
crucial importance to the Na-
tional Society. By fostering
knowledge of, and appreciation
for, the Constitution and the in-
alienable rights it affords to all
Americans, DAR helps to keep
alive the memory of the men
and women who secured our na-
tion’s foundational liberties.

The Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution encourages
Americans to reflect on the U.S.
Constitution during the week of
Sept. 17-23.

One of the largest patriotic
women’s organizations in the
world, DAR has 190,000 mem-
bers in approximately 3,000
chapters across the country and
several foreign countries. DAR
members promote historic
preservation, education and pa-
triotism via commemorative
events, scholarships and educa-
tional initiatives, citizenship pro-
grams, service to veterans,
meaningful community service
and more. For additional infor-
mation about DAR and its rele-
vant mission, visit www.dar.org. 

Greenwood Cemetery
fall breakfast

Saturday, Sept. 16 • 7-9 p.m.

Clarksville American Legion
Menu: Scrambled eggs, grilled sausage, biscuits, gravy,
pancakes, coffee, milk, juice & homemade apple butter

Cost: $12 adult • $7 child
We hope to see you there!

City Of Paynesville Plans Homecoming
The City of Paynesville held

its town meeting on Wednesday,
Sept. 6, and finalized plans for
the annual Homecoming to be
held on Saturday, Oct. 7 starting
with a parade at 10 a.m. 

Opening ceremony will be
held at 11 a.m., with Pledge Of
Allegiance and National An-
them. Entertainment will follow

by Clopton School Band and
Howard Street Dancers, a corn-
hole tournament, lucky and chil-
dren games, motorcycle and car
show, 50/50 raffle, t-shirts and
souvenirs will be available for
sale.

Food vendors: Clarksville
American Legion 349 - Snow
Cones, Clarksville VFW Post &
Auxiliary - barbecue - pork
steaks, pork burgers, hamburger,
and large hot dogs, LaMont
Davis - fish, Tom Leake - pulled
pork, Darrel Chatman and Vir-
ginia - shish-ka-bobs and
chicken, Missy Brown Mitchell-
funnel cakes and Bethel AME

Church - drinks. There will also
be craft vendors available.

Special entertainment to end
the day from 3-5:30 p.m. -
Splendour Rejuvenated (Man-
ager Ronnie Savage).

For information on cornhole
tournament and car show - con-
tact Fred Johnson - 573-576-
9222, motorcycle show - contact
Darrell Chatman or David Davis
- 573-253-5964, craft vendors -
Lamont Davis - 573-847-2322,
or Dianne Gardner - 573-719-
6633, parade information,
Joanne Hammuck - 573-847-
2266 or Steve Eisele - 573-560-
0501.

Each semester, students at
Missouri State University who
attain academic excellence are
named to the dean's list.

For undergraduate students,
criteria include enrollment in at
least six credit hours during the
summer semester and at least a
3.50 grade point average (on a

4.00 scale).
More than 1,100 students

were named to the summer
2023 dean's list. These local stu-
dents made the list:

Brooke Gray of Elsberry,
Sarah Corn, of Silex, Mya Lev-
erenz of Bowling Green, and
Emily Hughes, of Louisiana.

Area Students Named To 
MO State Summer Dean’s List

Brott Named To
President’s List
Autumn Brott of Vandalia

has been named to Southern
New Hampshire University's
(SNHU) Summer 2023 Pres-
ident's List. The summer
terms run from May to Au-
gust.

Full-time undergraduate
students who have earned a
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for
the reporting term are named
to the President's List. Full-
time status is achieved by
earning 12 credits over each
16-week term or paired 8-
week terms grouped in fall,
winter/spring, and summer.
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From The Mayor’s Desk...
Elected officials, city

planners, community de-
velopment, volunteers, and
entrepreneurs are all a part
of a city’s development
and progress. Five basic
truths are a springboard
into improving and vitaliz-
ing a city for the present
and future. One, is vibrant
main streets and arteries
into your city. Questions
arise when a major en-
trance/street/road is unattractive to vis-
itors, tourists, and new families or
individuals coming into a city. What is
their first impression of the town? Two,
is there small-scale development going
on? Is the city improving or dying?
Three, are communities well connected
with high-speed internet? This is im-
proving across rural Missouri with
Rural Broad-band development. Four,
is your city providing entrepreneurial
and up-skilling opportunities for resi-
dents of all ages? NECAC, Pike-Lincon
Tech, our Bowling Green School Sys-
tem, and Pike County Development
Agency are providing support, educa-
tion, and opportunities in these areas.
Five, does your city provide and sup-
port non-profits, volunteerism, and car-
ing for the homeless and needy? Needy
as in enough daycare and pre-school fa-
cilities, updated independent and as-
sisted living housing, and programs for
all ages. If Bowling Green is going to
be attractive and viable, these consider-
ations could be addressed and empha-
sized.  
Pike-Lincoln Tech Center’s Mechan-

ics Department is inviting vehicle own-
ers to have their students change your
oil and/or replace brakes and pads.
Bring to their facility and you only pay
for the product(s) but not the labor. All
work is supervised by the instructor to
make sure the job is done properly.

Contact the Tech Center at 573-
485-2900 to set an appointment.
Anyone who has an engine they
would like to donate is wel-
comed also.  
FYI, Missouri’s Congress will

be coming back into session
shortly and the “every five-year
Farm Bill” will be a piece of leg-
islation to be discussed and voted
on. This legislation governs agri-
cultural and nutritional programs
like SNAP, which is one of the

nation’s most powerful tools to end
hunger.  
The United States’ Congress will be

introducing a bill which would make
home-ownership more available to First
Responders and Teachers. First respon-
ders and teachers devote their lives to
the safety and well-being of our com-
munities. Unfortunately, local govern-
ments across the country are struggling
to keep and recruit qualified public
safety employees and teachers. It is cru-
cial for small towns like Bowling Green
to find ways to attract and retain law-
enforcement, firefighters, paramedics,
emergency medical technicians (EMT),
and educators.  

Thanks to all who attended Heritage
Day Festival! Thanks to Bowling Green
Chamber of Commerce, Board, mem-
bers and Sarrah Gigous, Director, for
recruiting the vendors-food and crafts,
setting up the parade, photo booth,
Kid’s Corner with bubble machine, and
working with the Bowling Green
Lion’s Club for the Car, Truck, and
Tractor Show! Thanks also to the
Bowling Green United Methodist
Church for the free pancake breakfast
and the Pike County Quilt Guild dis-
play in the Court House. The Geneal-
ogy Society and Museum was open to
the public for tours and Honey Shuck
had military uniforms showcased.  

JIMARICO, MAYOR
CITYOFBOWLINGGREEN Community

Calendar...
Submit upcoming
events by calling 

324-6111
or e-mail to: 

peoplestribune@sbcglobal.net

2018 Ford F-150 XLT
3.5L V-6, automatic, auto stop technology,

power door locks, deep tinted glass, 
cruise control, compass, auto locking hubs

9,352
Miles

On Sept. 19: Pike County
Democratic Club meeting at
Bowling Green Community
Center at 6 p.m. 

On Sept. 14,  21 and 28:
River Rendezvous in
Louisiana, 3-7 p.m.

On Sept. 23: Raintree Arts
Council presents Cornet
Chop Suey Jazz Band concert
at the Apple Shed in
Clarksville. Cornet Chop
Suey will take the stage at 8
p.m.

Hickerson Shoe Repair

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

The recent shift to milder
temperatures is a pleasant re-
minder that it is time for gar-
deners to plant cool-season
vegetables, said University of
Missouri Extension horticul-
ture specialist David Trin-
klein.

Warm days and cool nights
make conditions ideal for a
second round of cool-season
vegetables, Trinklein said.
They most often are more fla-
vorful than a spring crop of
the same species.

First, pull spent plants and
clean debris and weed from
the garden. This helps to pre-
vent insects and diseases that
tend to be drawn to fall gar-
dens more than spring gar-
dens. Some gardeners use
floating row cover to keep in-
sects away, Trinklein says.
Row cover is an inexpensive

translucent and breathable
polyester fabric found at
many garden centers.

Next, work the soil lightly
and, if needed, add a general-
purpose garden fertilizer such
as 5-10-5 or 12-12-12 before
planting. The need for addi-
tional fertilizer depends
largely on the vigor of the
species previously growing in
the space.

Lettuce, beet, kale, collards
and some other cool-season
vegetables can be planted
from seeds. Choose varieties
based upon days-to-maturity
date. Look for vegetables that
can withstand a light frost of
about 26 F. Read seed packets
for maturity and frost dates.
Some greenhouses and gar-
den centers carry started
plants of vegetables such as
broccoli, cauliflower and

kohlrabi.
Keep soils moist until

seedlings become established.
Scout often for insects and
diseases.

For more information, see
the article “Time for Fall Veg-
etables” at www.ipm.mis-
souri.edu/MEG/2009/8/Time-
for-Fall-Vegetables.

Cool-Season Veggies Are Hot Choice For Fall Garden

BY JAMES COCKRELL
REPORTER

The Battle of the Chapters
is an event put on every year
by the Area V FFA officers. 

The Silex FFA chapter has
two members on the Area V
officer team for the 2023-24
term, Braden Havlik, 1st vice
president, and Karlie Ellis,
secretary. Braden and Karlie
created their own games for
their stations requiring each
chapter to work together to
complete their task quickly. 

The Silex FFA  loves at-
tending this event and gives
everything they have to each
station. Each station requires
many skills you learn as an
FFA member, such as leader-
ship and communication
skills. The Silex FFA chapter
has attended this event since
it began in 2019 and has
found it is a great way to get
up-and-coming FFA members
out of their comfort zone and
to show them what FFA is all
about. 

As you go through each
station, you learn to work bet-
ter as a team with your chap-
ter and work together to do
your very best. 

The FFA is a national
youth organization with over
850,000 members nation-
wide. The FFA makes a posi-
tive difference in students'
lives by developing their po-
tential for premier leadership,
personal growth, and career
success through agricultural
education.

Silex FFA At Battle Of Chapters

History Brought To Life
Tristen Phillips records September “History Lives” segments at

KJFM Radio. The 30-second public service announcements are
sponsored by the station and the Louisiana Area Historical Museum.
Topics for the month are a famous freedom of speech case from
Louisiana, the breakup of the Pike County Home Guards, the biog-
raphy of a Paynesville soldier-of-fortune, a treatise on voting properly
and the day rubber balls drove the Louisiana mayor bouncy. The mu-
seum at 304 Georgia is open from 10 a.m. to noon Saturdays and 1
-3 p.m. Wednesdays.

CASTEELS
In-home decorating service

window treatments - wallpaper - paint 
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill.
217-285-4488



GARAGE SALE -
210 S. Cuivre, off
Champ Clark Dr., be-
hind the old Moore-Pike
Nursing Home, B.G.,
Thursday, noon-5 p.m.;
Fri. & Sat., 7:30 a.m.-?.
Christmas stuff, fabric,
women’s clothes, linens
& comforters, sweeper,
little tables, kitchen it-
tems, kid’s bike, Iphone
cases, misc., clock.

USED DOU-
BLEWIDE - DUTCH.
Amish built in Indiana,
excellent condition, 3
bed., 2 bath. FINANC-
ING. Call for info 573-
249-3333, marktwain
mobilehomes.com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used
mobile homes. Call or
text 573-338-6250 or
e m a i l
GregS.CDH@outlook.c
om. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In
Vandalia. Units in 3
sizes - 10x20, 10x10,
and 8x10. L&S Storage,
573-248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MATU-
RITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion,
shower, birthday. Call
Art Wiser, 594-3224.
Memberships available.
(tf)

Mo. Firearms Co.
Call for your best deal.
573-470-9111. (x10-41)

R E F U RN I S H E D
COMPUTERS, parts,
accessories. Call
Geeky Hillbilly Comput-
ers 573-324-7176. (tf)

GOOD used tires,
passenger & light truck,
$15 & up. Vandalia
Firestone & Appliance,
594-6624.

METAL - We special-
ize in new pole build-
ings and new metal
house roofs and all
buildings. Wagler Met-
als: 21764 Pike 409,
Bowling Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC rock
clearing rake, $1,500.
636-697-8499. (tf)

WANTED: Baseball
Cards & Comic Books,
Records & Cassette
Tapes.  Other old stuff
considered. Call 573-
253-4159

HANDYMAN - Must
do plumbing, heating,
drywall, etc., all around
work.  Call for wages,
573-324-5343. (xc3-43)

NO TRESPASSING
OR HUNTING  on the
property of Cheryl
Boots. Violators will be
prosecuted and not re-
sponsible for accidents
on property. (tf)

NO HUNTING/
TRESPASSING on
land belonging to
Clarissa Woods. Viola-
tors will be prosecuted.
Will not be responsible
for accidents on prop-
erty. (tf)

NO HUNTING or
trespassing, Murry
Shepherd Farms. Viola-
tors will be prosecuted.
Not responsible for in-
juries or accidents. (12-
24)

NO HUNTING or
trespassing on land
owned by Orey and
Elizabeth Shepherd. Vi-
olators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible
for accidents on the
property. (11-24-24)

HORSE BOARDING
- Stable, large stalls,
tack room, full care.
Clarksville area. 573-
926-9049. (tf)

RICK’S LAWN
EQUIPMENT & GOLF
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used
golf cars and mowers.
Hwy. 54 West,
Louisiana, MO 63353,
573-754-5055. (tf)

BETTS EXCAVAT-
ING - All kinds of work.
Reasonable rates. 754-
2371. (tf)

GEEKY HILLBILLY
COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & recycling,
573-324-7176, 573-
567-6164. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMP-
ING - Commercial or
residential, septic
pumping & repair,
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty
rentals. Butch Menne,
573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential,
portable toilet rental, job
sites, special events,
auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 Brown
Lane, Louisiana, 754-
5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES -
Hand crocheted by Ann
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@
gmail.com. 

PUT OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS

TO 

WORK

FOR YOU

FOR SALEGARAGE SALES SERVICES

MOBILE HOMES

NOW HIRING
PLANT

Monday-Friday
6 a.m.-2:30 p.m. - No weekends

HEALTH & LIFE INSURANCE / 401K /
PAID HOLIDAYS / PAID VACATION

Apply at:
Target Windows & Doors

800 W. State St. - Vandalia  - EOE

FOR RENT

WE WELCOME
YOUR NEWS

HELP WANTED
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All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at noon. 

The moment was so pow-
erful for Pursifull that he im-
mediately sought out 
Clopton’s staff.  

"I don't think our girls un-
derstood how moving their 
actions were until they were 
addressed by Brian Pursifull 
from the Missouri Veterans 
Association," Streed contin-
ued. "During the game, Brian 
asked our athletic director 
Tony Francis if he could give 
our girls a proclamation in 
between games. He men-
tioned how moving it was not 
just to him, but anyone that 
has ever served. He stated 
that they made everyone 
proud and wanted us to know 
he wanted as many people to 
know about this as possible, 
'I want to take this as far as I 
can go with it.’”  

Pursifull means to do just 
that.  

He hopes to use his con-
nections within the Missouri 
Veterans Commission along 
with contacting State Repre-

sentative Chad Perkins and 
VFW representatives to rec-
ognize the Lady Hawks at the 
state level.  

“You can't get mad at a kid 
if they don't take off their ball 
cap during the national an-
them, if he doesn't know any 
better,” Pursifull continued. 
“We've got to educate them. 
To have children teaching 
everybody that with their ac-
tions—not just their own 
peers, but people my age—
that’s how powerful the state-
ment those young ladies 
made. So many times with 
the media will tell you what 
kids have done wrong, well 
I'm out there to tell what that 
group of young ladies has 
done right. Their parent’s 
raised them right.”  

While the scoreboard 
might not have favored the 
Clopton Ladies that day, their 
impromptu performance on a 
softball diamond surrounded 
by cropland and small com-
munities was a powerful act 
of unity and patriotism on a 
day so close to the anniver-
sary of 9/11.  

SING
Continued from front page

We Buy 
Salvage Cars

and 
Farm Equipment

Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage

754-3265 or 754-0508

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT
For Sale
754-5812

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE
485-2332 or
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED
- BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

FOR SALE

NOTICE TO BID
The City of Bowling Green is accepting sealed bids

on demolition of Airport Hangar/FBO at Bowling Green
Municipal Airport. Project specifications are available
at Bowling Green City Hall between the hours of 8
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday, or by emailing
lluebrecht@bowlinggreen-mo.gov.
Sealed bids must be marked HANGAR/FBO DEMO

and received in the office of the City Clerk at 16 West
Church Street, Bowling Green, MO 63334, by 10 a.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2023.  The City reserves the
right to reject any and all bids.
Linda Luebrecht, City Clerk

Help Wanted
The Bowling Green Police Department is

taking applications for the position of Full-
Time Communications Officer/Dispatcher/
Records Clerk.  The job requires answering
incoming telephone calls, handling walk-in
traffic, dispatching police personnel to calls
for service, and records keeping.
The position requires a candidate to be

able to multi-task, have good verbal and
written communication skills, be reliable
and have the ability to exercise logical
judgment.  The position requires working a
40-hour week. Training will be provided.
Applications are available at Bowling

Green City Hall, Monday-Friday from 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m., and will be accepted until
position is filled. No phone calls please
The City of Bowling Green reserves the

right to accept or reject any or all applica-
tions. The City of Bowling Green is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.
Linda Luebrecht, City Clerk

NO HUNTING

SERVICES

On Sunday, Sept. 3, during the
late evening hours, a deputy on rou-
tine patrol observed a vehicle traveling
along East Liberty in Mexico at 23
MPH over the posted limit.  The
deputy stopped the vehicle, and as a
result of the contact with the driver,
Gary Weaver, 70, of Lebanon, ar-
rested the driver for DWI-Habitual Of-
fender.  Weaver was transported to
the Audrain County Jail.  

On Sunday, Sep. 3, during the late
evening hours, deputies were dis-
patched to a disturbance call along
Page Street in Vandalia.  Upon arriv-
ing and investigating, it was deter-
mined a disturbance had been
ongoing, and through the investiga-
tion, found that one of the parties in-
volved, Shannon Hazel, 39, of
O’Fallon, was prohibited by law from
possessing firearms.  It was deter-
mined Hazel has possessed a pistol
during the disturbance.  Hazel was ar-

rested for the offense and transported
to the Audrain County Jail.  

On Monday, Sept. 4, during the
mid-morning hours, deputies were
dispatched to an address in rural Van-
dalia to investigate a suspicious vehi-
cle call.  They arrived and contacted
the occupant, Douglas Grote, 47 of
Curryville.  During the investigation,
Grote was found in Possession of
Methamphetamine, Xanax and Drug
Paraphernalia.  Grote was arrested
and transported to the Audrain County
Jail.  

On Tuesday, Sept. 5, during the
early morning hours, while investigat-
ing a suspicious vehicle call, a deputy
in Vandalia observed a UTV being op-
erated on the roadway and contacted
the driver.  The driver, Eugene
Govero, 47, of Vandalia was found to
have a revoked Driver’s License.  He
was arrested, issued a Summons for
the offense and released.  

Audrain County Sheriff’s Arrests

Act Of Kindness 
From

Louisiana Officer
According to Louisiana’s

Chief of Police, Josh Baker,
an act of kindess from one of
the city’s officers resulted in
two young boys getting a
new set of wheels.  

“I want to take a minute
and recognize the heart of
gold Officer Steve Kelly
has,” Baker wrote via social
media. “I was informed
tonight,  while [Kelly] was
working his shift in town that
he came across a child who
was with friends on bikes.”  

Only, according to Chief
Baker, that particular child
didn’t have a bike.  

After talking to [the boy],
Kelly contacted his wife and
asked her to go to Walmart
where they purchased two
bikes and helmets for the
child and his brother.   

“When I heard and told
him what an amazing thing
he did for them his response
was just, ‘every kid needs a
bike,’” Baker continued.
“This was such a selfless and
kind act that I want to recog-
nize and let him know I
couldn’t be prouder of him. “ 

According to Baker, he
wants to build a department
that engages with the com-
munity and deeply cares
about it.  

“Thank you Officer Kelly
and your wife for all that you
do for exemplifying the type
of department we are trying
to create,” Chief Baker fin-
ished. “Officer Kelly, your
hard work, dedication, and
love for the community
doesn’t go unnoticed. God
bless the both of you!”  

Vandalia Man,
Teen Taken By 
Air Evac After
Last week, Monday, Sept.

4, a Vandalia man and teen
were seriously injuried after
a motorcycle accident in Pike
County.  

According to the Missouri
Highway Patrol, the accident
occurred on Eastbound US
54, east of Pike County 485.  

Joseph H. Resor, 40, of
Vandalia was driving a 2000
Yamaha XVS650 when it hit
an unknown object in the
roadway. After impact the
motorcycle overturned and
traveled off the roadway
ejecting Resor and his pas-
senger, a 16-year-old girl
from Vandalia.  

Resor was transported by
Air Evac to Barnes in St.
Louis. The 16-year-old teen
was transported to St. Louis
Childrens Hospital by Air
Evac.  

WE WELCOME
YOUR

LOCAL NEWS
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Bowling Green High School Band members lead the Heritage Day parade to the square in Bowling
Green for the annual Heritage Festival.

Champ Clark Heritage Day Highlights
Trib Photos By Kimberly Chandler

Cindy Spires is pictured tossing candy during the 2023 Champ Clark Heritage Day on Saturday, Sept.
9 in downtown Bowling Green.

Picture is one of the food vendor booths at the 2023 Heritage Day in Bowling Green on Saturday,
Sept. 9.

Pictured are members of the Bowling Green little cheerleaders riding in the 2023 Champ Clark Heritage
Day parade.

GIROD FAMILY AUCTIONS
2nd Annual Fall Consignment Auction
Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023 at 9 a.m.

420 Hwy. 161 - Middletown
Lunch Served - Homemade Pies & Ice Cream

We are taking consignments on a wide variety of items. If you have items to consign contact us at 573-470-8693. We offer haul-
ing services, if needed. We will give commission discounts on complete estates.

Already consigned - lots of primitive items, antiques, several buggies, wagons, sleighs, lots of fall decor, 
a collection of axes & hatchets. From an Illinois collector - 50 guns from one owner estate, 100+ lots of gold & silver coins,

furniture, new tools, & lots of other new items, glassware.
Pending estates with several tractors and equipment

If you have items to sell we will be glad to come take a look. 
This is our second year at this location and we want to thank the buyers and sellers alike

We have had some outstanding auctions and are continuing to grow. Give us an opportunity - we will earn the rest.
HighLights At Our Aug. 26 Auction Were A

Carson City Morgan $ at $985 & several guns from $1,000-$1,400
NO YARD SALE ITEMS OR USED TIRES & WOODEN FRAMED WINDOWS PLEASE!

(We will have 2 - $100 drawings at 8:45 a.m. before auction begins & 2 $100 drawings when auction is over. Must be present to win)
Girod Family Auctions is not responsible for accidents or thefts

Everything sells as is where is with all faults - we act as agents only
All times that we advertise to sell certain items are approximate times - We will do our best to sell

certain items at the time we advertised
Come Early & Stay Late This Will Be Our Biggest Auction Yet!

Hilltop Variety will be open for business auction day at same location 
We will be running multiple rings so please come prepared

Forms of payment are cash or good check (no plastic)
Auctioneers: Enos Girod - Randy High - Matt & Mervin Zimmerman - Brian Worthington - Robert Yoder -

Damon Luebrecht & other local auctioneers
THERE WILL BE A LOADER ON SITE TO LOAD YOUR PURCHASES - NO SUNDAY PICK UP

We will take consignments starting 
Saturday, Oct. 7 until Friday, Oct. 27

We will take NO consignments on Saturday, Oct. 28 -
unless prior arrangements have been made
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18011 Business Highway 161
(Big Red Barn On South Outer Hwy. 61)

324-5757 • Bowling Green

FALL FUN FESTIVAL ON THE PRAIRIE
Saturday, Sept. 30 • 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Prairie’s Edge Garden Center

Kick Off The Fall Season with A Corn Maze,
Pumpkin Patch, Hayrides, Straw Maze, 

Corn Pit & Fall Activities

Call & make reservations for upcoming field trips
Teachers & staff free (group rates $5 per person)

Fall activities, petting zoo, free small pumpkin for each child,
corn & straw maze

OVER 40 VENDORS
Handmade crocheted items, bath bombs, home & garden decor, 

honeys, jellies, baked goods, Barnwood quilt squares, 
Halloween cans, sandwiches, jewelry, t-shirts, wooden planters, 
furniture, wreaths, wood fired pizza, porch signs, metal signs, 

coffee, donuts & more!

Barbecue & Benefit Auction

Sunday, Sept. 17 • Doors Open 1 p.m. • Auction Starts 3:30 p.m.
Vandalia Catholic Church Hall - 800 S. Lindell
Leslie Dahl & Jason Bostic were involved in a serious accident on July 4

while returning to Vandalia after a transport of a patient in the Van-Far Am-
bulance.
The accident left both Leslie and Jason in critical condition. Jason has

returned home with a long road ahead of him. Leslie is still a patient at Rusk
Rehab in Columbia.
With the help from the community and surrounding towns we have put

together a beautiful large selection of quilts plus lots of really nice merchan-
dise.
Quilt that belonged to Jason’s grandma; 55 plus quilts from baby-

king size; 10 afghans; Harley Davidson fire pit; 15 quilted wall hang-
ings & smaller pieces; gourd bird houses; 4430 ID pedal tractor &
wagon - new; 2 wall quilt racks; 2 quilt racks; Stihl chain saw; $250
car detail certificate; homemade vanilla; vase & key bracelets; basket
homemade soaps; barn quilt; antique rocking chair; handmade
apron; Case IH metal sign; 2 rechargeable flashlights; 4 - 1 year sub-
scription, Vandalia Leader; glowing table centerpiece; several nice
gift baskets; 4 - St. Louis Cardinals tickets; $350 family photo setting;
jewelry armoire; scarecrow fall arrangement; 3 painting on canvas;
Lego wind turbine 826 pc.; many other items added.
50/50 Drawing • Raffle: Eagle Quilt, Marlin 336CS, 35
Remington Lever Action Gun & Ambulance Pedal Car

Menu
Pork Burger Plate, Hamburger Plate, Bratwurst Plate

$10
Kid’s Hot Dog Plate  $6 

Includes sandwich, chips, drink & homemade dessert
For more information contact 

Marlene: 573-473-2753 or Cindy: 573-473-9000
Auctioneer Damon Luebrecht

We Thank You For Your Suppport!

Homebank Warns Check Fraud Is On The Rise
Many types of scams and frauds

target bank customers, but one in par-
ticular has skyrocketed across the
country — check fraud. 

According to the Missouri Bankers
Association, organized crime rings are
stealing checks from the mail. They are
stealing from personal mailboxes, blue
collection boxes and even postal car-
riers. Criminals “wash” stolen checks

using chemicals to erase the intended
payee’s name and then change the
payee’s name. The altered checks are
then deposited or cashed. If the check
is for a small dollar amount, they may
change it to a larger dollar amount.
Some also use the information on
checks to create fake counterfeit
checks to take money out of accounts.

“As an alternative to checks, we
suggest using other convenient meth-

ods to pay your bills, such as online
banking bill pay or credit cards or debit
cards,” says HOMEBANK Vice Presi-
dent Kallie Dixon. “Another option is to
sign up for automatic bank account
debits and credits for utilities, insurance
companies and other businesses, and
other recurring bills. Your bank can help
you find solutions that work for you.”

Dixon says if you need to send or
receive a check through the mail, follow

these suggestions.
Don’t put outgoing mail containing

checks in your personal mailbox.
Only mail envelopes containing

checks inside the post office. Do not
use the blue collection boxes.

Use a pen with black gel ink (non-
erasable) to write the check. This type
of ink makes it more difficult to wash
checks.

Sign up for Informed Delivery from

the U.S. Post Office. This free service
tells you what mail you are receiving,
allowing you to remove mail from your
mailbox immediately after delivery, if
possible.

Ask anyone who mails checks to
you to change to a different payment
method, such as direct deposit to your
account.

Review your bank statements and
use online banking frequently. Look at

the images of the checks that have
cleared your account to ensure that the
proper check number, amount and
payee are accurately reflected on the
check that was paid from your account.

Business customers should con-
tact their banks about setting up “pos-
itive pay” to ensure checks are
accurate before they are paid from the
account.





Mary Elaine
Cannon

Mary Elaine Meyer
Cannon,71, of Eolia died Mon-
day, Aug. 28, 2023 at SSM-
Hospital in Lake St. Louis.

A Celebration Of Life will be
held at the Elks Lodge in
Louisiana, Missouri on Satur-
day, Sept. 30 from 12-4 p.m. 

She was born Feb. 21, 1952
in Louisiana to Vic and Bernice
McGlasson Meyer. Mary at-
tended the local schools, along
with her four siblings. She was
blessed with a beautiful daugh-
ter, Vickie and her beloved
companion of 30 years, George
Rives. 

Mary worked at A&W Com-
munications in Eolia for over 16
years and was an excellent em-
ployee. She and George spent
their time with their family and
Mary adored her grandchildren
who called her “Me Ma”. They
also were very competitive with
their chili making and won sev-
eral contests throughout the
United States. 

Mary was always friendly
and greeted people with a smile.
She was a talented cook, espe-
cially her coconut cream pie
with a  pecan crust, she got her
wonderful famous “Chum’s
Recipe “ from her mother, Ber-
nice Meyer. Mary was also a
proud organ donor with Mid
America Transplant and was
able to give the gift for burn vic-
tims and people who have lost
their sight.

Mary is survived by her
daughter, Vickie Lindsay and
husband, John of Clarksville;
grandchildren, Chaz and Whit-
ney Lindsay of Clarksville; her
companion of over 30 years,
George Rives of Eolia; siblings,
Joyce Kirby and husband, Dean
of Rockport, Ill., Ed Meyer and
wife, Karen of Moscow Mills,
Larry Meyer and wife, Leann of
Bowling Green, and Carol
LaRocca and husband, Bill of
New Melle; her beloved dog,
Bo; many nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives and
friends. 

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Vic and Bernice
Meyer.

Memorials may be made to
Clopton Alumni Association or
Louisiana Alumni Association
or TSC Alliance (Tuberous
Sclerosis in honor of her great-
nephew, Sterling Dixon).

Family and friends may sign
the online guest book @www.
mccoyblossomfh.com.

Kenneth Ray
Law

Kenneth Ray Law, 69, of
Louisiana died Wednesday,
Aug. 30, 2023 at his home.

A Celebration of Life will be
held at a later date. Cremation
rites are under the direction of
Bibb-Veach Funeral Homes and
Crematory.

Kenneth was born May 4,
1954 in Louisiana to Harry W.
and Gladys Wagner Law. They
both preceded him in death.

Kenneth grew up and lived
in the twin Pike area his whole
life. He was a 1972 graduate of
Pleasant Hill High School. After
graduation, Kenneth worked at
Don’s IGA for a number of
years. He later spent his years
farming and working at Pike
County Concrete until his retire-
ment.

He enjoyed spending his
time fishing and riding four
wheelers. He loved spending
time with his granddaughter,
Avery.

Kenneth is survived by his
partner, Candy Burnett of
Louisiana; a son, Kane Law of
London Mills, Ill.; step-sons,
Shawn Burnett and wife,
Mandy Jo of Bowling Green
and Craig Burnett of Bowling
Green; a daughter, Kara Law of
Rockport, Ill.; granddaughter,
Avery Grace McKinnon; step-
grandchildren, Kayden Burnett,
Kamden Burnett, Kannon Bur-

nett, and Landon Burnett; broth-
ers, Greg Law and wife, Cindy
of Bay Minette, Ala., and Dale
Law and wife, Teri of Willow
Springs; and cousin, Rusty
Wunderlich.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; and a brother,
William “Bill” Law.

Online condolences may be
made at www.bibbveach.com.

Judy Suddarth
Judy Suddarth, 71, of Van-

dalia died Monday, Sept. 11,
2023 at her home.

Funeral services are with the
Waters Funeral Home in Van-
dalia.

A complete obituary will ap-
pear in The People’s Tribune
next week.
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Junior Heifer Calf  Champion
Meyer LK Forever Lady 3106 won junior heifer calf champion at the 2023 Missouri State Fair FFA

Angus Show, Aug. 10 in Sedalia. Alexis Koelling, Bowling Green, owns the winning heifer. 
Photo by Adam Conover, American Angus Association

Overall Showmanship Winners
These junior members won top honors in showmanship at the 2023 Missouri State Fair FFA Angus

Show, Aug. 10 in Sedalia. Pictured from left are Annaliese Mead, Barnett, champion FFA showman; and
Alexis Koelling, Bowling Green, reserve champion FFA showman.

Photo by Adam Conover, American Angus Association

The Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC) is ex-
cited to partner with numer-
ous organizations to host the
Governor’s Mentored Deer
Hunt scheduled for Friday,
Oct. 6 through Sunday, Oct.
8. Mentored hunts will take
place in several counties dur-
ing Missouri’s new antlerless
rifle season.

The mentored hunts are
made possible through part-
nerships with the Conserva-
tion Federation of Missouri,
National Wild Turkey Feder-
ation, National Deer Associa-
tion, Missouri Hunting
Heritage Foundation, Pheas-
ants & Quail Forever, Mis-
souri Disabled Sportsmen,
Missouri’s Legislative Sports-
men’s Caucus, Whitetails Un-
limited, ALPS Outdoorz,
Dead End Game Calls, MO
Woods and Wildlife, and Mis-
souri Back Country Hunters
and Anglers.

“These partners have come
together to host events en-
dorsed by our governor that
mentor new hunters and man-
age deer populations for par-
ticipating landowners,” said
MDC Education and Out-
reach Coordinator Rob
Garver. “This is a great op-
portunity for people to learn
more about hunting and get a
chance to harvest their first
deer.”

During the weekend, par-
ticipants will not only go
afield with their mentor to
hunt, but also learn about
hunting’s role in conserva-
tion, deer biology, hunting
strategy and etiquette, firearm
safety, and more.

Those interested will first
register on the MDC website
a t
https://short.mdc.mo.gov/4eT
. Once registered, users will
be contacted to fill out an ap-
plication. Preference will be
given to applicants who have
never hunted or never har-
vested a deer. Mentored hunts
will be held in Pike, Ran-
dolph, Bollinger, Benton,
Howell, Phelps, and Putnam
counties.

Selected applicants will
need to purchase a Firearms
Antlerless Deer Hunting Per-
mit or a Firearms Any-Deer
Hunting Permit. Those with-
out hunter education certifi-
cates may apply with prior
Apprentice Hunter Authoriza-
tion. Learn more about Mis-
souri’s Apprentice Hunter
program online at
https://short.mdc.mo.gov/4ex
.

To learn more about the
Governor’s Mentored Deer
Hunt, contact MDC Outreach
and Education Coordinator
Rob Garver at 573-522-4115
ext. 6507 or at
Rob.Garver@mdc.mo.gov.

Find this and other MDC
media releases in our MDC
online Newsroom.

MDC, Partners Host Governor’s
Mentored Deer Hunt Oct. 6-8
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Senior Heifer Calf  Champion
LLW Cardinal Lucy 287K won reserve early senior heifer calf champion at the 2023 Missouri State

Fair Angus Show, Aug. 11 in Sedalia. Alexis Koelling, Bowling Green, owns the winning heifer.
Photo by Adam Conover, American Angus Association

Souvenir Pen, Ink Portrait Presented
On Wednesday, Aug. 30, Don Hamilton and Mayor Jim Arico pre-

sented to librarians Karin Green and Karen Kerns a John W. Basye
founder souvenir pen and ink portrait. The goal of the Bicentennial
committee is to see that our founder’s picture is in the courthouse,
the post office, the city, the school libraries and the convention and
visitors building

Milstead To Graduate
From University 

Of Arizona

Cynthia Milstead

Cynthia Milstead of
Bowling Green will gradu-
ate on Friday, Sept. 15 from
the University of Arizona.

Milstead will receive her
bachelor’s degree in cyber
technology.

She is a graduate of Clop-
ton High School in 2004.
Milstead is the daughter of
Twalla Cole and James Mil-
stadt of Bowling Green.

A celebration will be held
Saturday, Sept. 16 at the
Bowling Green VFW Post
5553 from noon-?. 

Everyone is welcome to
attend.
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