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Christmas In The Green
Christmas In The Green was held Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 16-18 in Bowling Green. Crowds of resi-

dents and visitors had the opportunity to stop by 21 venues filled with crafts and treats to kick off the hol-
iday shopping season. The Pike County Fairgrounds roofed over a dozen vendors during the popular
event. Pictured are shoppers at Ann Layne Boutique.
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Bobcats Move Into Final Four
BY BRICE CHANDLER

EDITOR
After a weekend victory

over East Buchanan, the
Bowling Green Bobcats have
moved into the final four of
Class 2 state championship
bracket and now have their
sites set on the championship
hardware.
The Bobcats handed the

back-to-back Class 1 champi-
ons their first loss since Sept.
2 of last season.
Bowling Green’s offensive

line asserted their dominance
right away with an opening
kick off return to midfield.
They followed that up with a
march downfield, culminat-
ing in a one-yard touchdown
run by Bleyne Bryant. 
Bobcats' quarterback Jace

Eskew connected a quick pass
to Aiden Grote in the corner
for the  two-point conversion. 
The effort established an

early 8-0 advantage on their
first push within the first few
minutes of the game. 
Head Coach Mark St. Clair

noted how the defensive line
stepped up their game since
the clash with South Shelby. 
That factor came into play

early on as the Bobcats held
the Bulldogs and pressured
the East Buchanan quarter-
back, Gage Busby. 
Three minutes into the

Bulldog’s possession, Neil
Raney intercepted a pass and
made a huge run from the
Bowling Green 35-yard line
for a touchdown, followed by
Bryant's successful two-point
run..
Bowling Green continued

their relentless pressure, forc-
ing a turnover on downs on

East Buchanan's next posses-
sion. This led to another scor-
ing drive, finished off by
Bryant's five-yard touchdown
run and a two-point connec-
tion from Eskew to Zach Gib-
son, pushing the lead to 24-0.
Bryant opened the second

quarter with a huge run just
shy of the goal line, setting
the stage for Eskew's two-
yard keeper, extending the
Bobcats' lead to 30-0. 
Bulldogs' returner Trevor

Klein made a deep run into
Bobcats' territory following
the kickoff, but he was cut
short at the 10-yard line by
Aiden Grote. A flag against
the Bulldogs along with
Bowling Green's defense
forces a turnover on downs at
the Bowling Green 16-yard
line.

Bryant made an impressive
49-yard touchdown sprint ex-
tending Bowling Green's
lead, which, after Eskew's
two-point run, stood at 38-0. 
Klein again broke through

the line until he was chased
down by Drew Dalton. 
The Class 1 state champi-

ons found themselves danger-
ously close to being blanked
for the first half of the game
until East Buchanan finally
marked their presence on the
scoreboard with 1:24 left in
the second quarter, thanks to
Klein's seven-yard touch-
down run.
In the second half, Busby

connected with Trey Johnson
for a touchdown in East
Buchanan's first possession
closing the gap to 22 points.
The Bulldogs defensive line
focused on stopping the

Eskew/Bryant threat and kept
Bowling Green off the board
in the third quarter. 
But the Bobcats were far

from rolling over.  They
fought back to snuff out the
Bulldogs momentum with
Bryant running in a two-yard
touchdown on a huge fourth-
and-goal early in the fourth
quarter.
Eskew's long pass to

Oliver Niemeyer preceded
another two-yard touchdown
by Bryant later in the quarter
solidifying the victory with
five minutes left. 
East Buchanan’s Klein

managed to score his second
touchdown of the game with
a 10-yard run, marking their
final scoring play of the
game. 
Eskew took a knee to draw

the clock down with a final
score of 50-22. 
The Bobcats will make the

long  journey to face a tough
11-1 Lamar High School on
Saturday. 
This marks the Lamar

Tigers fourth consecutive trip
to the state semifinals after
they crushed Lafayette
County 41-7.
Bowling Green’s offensive

speed with an average of 59.9
points per game is higher than
anyone the Tigers have faced
so far. 
Lamar has a strong defen-

sive game game only giving
up 10.8 points per game ac-
cording to MSHSAA. 
The game could prove to

be the Bobcat’s toughest chal-
lenge to date.

Opening kickoff is sched-
uled for 1 pm. 

Pictured are the Bowling Green High School football players making their way to the field on Saturday for
the 1 p.m., faceoff againist East Buchanan. The Bobcats were victorious and will play Lamar on their home
field in Lamar at 1 p.m.
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Variety Show Promises Fun On Nov. 25
BY BRENT ENGEL

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
When an audience is told

to expect the unexpected, the
result is an entertainment ex-
travaganza.
Such is the prognosis for

“The Variety Show,” a pro-
duction by The Changelings
Theatre Company of Raintree
Arts Council.
It’s at 7 p.m. Saturday,

Nov. 25, at The Apple Shed
on Highway 79 in Clarksville.
Tickets are $15 for adults and
$13 for students and seniors.
Director Mary Lang

Fournier says the program
will have many of the same
elements as “The Carol Bur-
nett Show” or “Saturday
Night Live.”
“Variety is the spice of en-

tertainment,” she said. “It al-
lows us to sample a plethora
of genres, all in one hour.”

The “cocktail of goodies”
includes songs, sketch com-
edy, an original reading by a
local author and even a pup-
pet performance. Watch out,
but Fournier also promises a
little artificial intelligence-in-
spired audience participation.
Any surprises? “Can’t

tell…shhh,” Fournier whis-
pered. At least there won’t be
much seasonal stuff.
“We leave the holiday fare

to Santa,” she said. “There
seems to be so much out there
already.”

Bowling Green songstress
Donna Grote is a regular per-
former with The Changelings,
and encourages people to at-
tend.
“One thing I love about

theatre is the variety, and
that’s what you’ll get,” Grote
said. “We have great songs,
skits and some hilarious fun.
Variety shows give everyone
a chance to showcase their
talents. And Pike County has
pIn addition, the audience
likely will notice upgrades
that Raintree volunteers have
made recently. The renova-

tions continue, and Fournier
said the theatre company is
grateful.
The Changelings has just

launched a website at www.
changelingstheatre.com.
Raintree, which covers Pike
and Lincoln counties, may be
reached at www.rain-
treeartscouncil.org.
If for no other reason,

there’s at least an intrinsic
reason to attend.

“The appeal of tidbits of
entertainment is in our cul-
ture,” Fournier said.

Angel Tree Recipient Excited To Give Back

The Pike County woman’s
family received gifts last year.
So, this Christmas, she plans
to give back.
Angel Tree is an effort of

NECAC, the Salvation Army
and Bowling Green Walmart.
People who shop at Walmart
will be able to select a tag
from the Angel Tree and buy
gifts listed. NECAC and the
Salvation Army will make
sure the packages get to fam-
ilies.
“I think it’s a great pro-

gram,” Ackerman said. “It’s
helped me in the past. Times
are tough. It’s always good to
know there are people out
there to help.”
Angel Tree is open to Pike

County residents only. Tags
will not identify recipients,
but will have their age, gender
and gift requests. Clothing

and toys are especially
needed. All gifts must be new,
but shoppers are allowed to
substitute age-appropriate
items.
Ackerman, who works

full-time, moved to Pike
County from Upstate New
York more than a year ago,
and is raising three grandchil-
dren.
“I’m better than I was last

year and the year before,” she
said. “I don’t have a lot, but I
try to give back. The Angel
Tree program shows there are
people out there who give.
That tree is going to mean a
lot.”
Ackerman also plans to

ring bells for the Red Kettle

campaign overseen by
NECAC, the Salvation Army,
Walmart and County Market
in Louisiana. It runs through
Dec. 24. People are needed to
ring bells for a couple of
hours at a time. Day and
evening shifts are available,
and the schedule is flexible.
Ackerman urges others to

give or volunteer as they can
this holiday season.
“There’s more to life than

taking,” she said. “Christmas
is about giving, not getting.”
More information about

Angel Tree and bell ringing is
available by calling NECAC
Pike County Service Coordi-
nator Penny Dixon at 324-
2207.

K-Ship Announces Collaboration
With The Voice Singer
While local fans of The 

Voice may have their atten-
tion focused on Ruby Leigh, 
they might recognize another 
competitor’s name who has 
an upcoming collaboration 
with local vocalist, Kathryn 
Washington Shipley (K-Ship)
“Well, the cat is out of the 

bag!” Shipley announced in 
a media release. “The collab 
is happening. Myself  and 
award-winning artist, Jackson 
Snelling, whom many of you 
recently saw singing on the 
first Team Reba, during the 
battle rounds of The Voice 
are hitting the studio at the 
first of the year!”
According to his show bio, 

Snelling and his brother, 
Dawson, were both adopted 
by two loving parents. Their 
father passed away when 
they were young, leaving 
their mother to raise them as 
a single parent. Both brothers 
have autism.

       Jackson experienced has 
sensory and behavioral chal-
lenges while Dawson strug-
gled with severe cognitive 
difficulties and didn't speak 
until he was 7. Despite these 
challenges, Jackson and Daw-
son shared a love of music 
that brought them closer to-
gether and became a way for 
them to communicate. Jack-
son received his first key-
board at 13 and started 
performing professionally in 
the last four years. He's also a 
prolific songwriter and re-
leased a song and music video 
titled "Please Listen," dedi-
cated to his late father. Jack-
son is passionate about giving 
back to the community and 
donates his time to various 
charities, including Autism 
Speaks, the Boys & Girls 
H aven and WHAS Crusade 
for Children.

Despite Shipley's battle 
with colon cancer, she 
continues to claim more

awards in the independent
artists scene. Her album “If
These Boots Could Talk” won
the Josie Music Awarsa
Gospel Album of the Year. 
“I had the honor of singing

at a Charity with Jackson
called, “The Sparrows Nest”
which is a Christ-centered,
multi-support resource for
young families here in St
Charles County Missouri,”
Shipley explained. “I knew it
was only a matter of time be-
fore we got to reconnect again
and get in the studio and
record an original.”
“We Are Called” was writ-

ten by award winning Song-
writer Patrick Dodge.

“We are over the moon to
do this collaboration to kick
off 2024.” She said of the col-
lab and upcoming album.
“This song is going to take on
some very cool dynamics,
and we are excited to see
where it goes! stay tuned.”

Donna Grote, pictured at a show she did in December 2022, will
perform during "The Variety Show" sponsored by The Changelings
Theatre Company of Raintree Arts Council at 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
25, at The Apple Shed in Clarksville. 

Louisiana Community Christmas Parade
Louisiana Community Bet-

terment Assoc. is sponsoring the
Louisiana Community Christ-
mas Parade on Saturday, Nov.
25. The parade will begin
promptly at 5 p.m.  Parade line
up will take place at a Sunset
Park on Georgia St. at 4 p.m.
The theme for this years pa-

rade is “Everything That

Sparkles!”
Christmas Parade applica-

tions and Pop-up Vendor apps
are available by contacting
Diana Huckstep at: Lmocomb-
trmt@yahoo.com or by calling:
314-640-4420. 
Visits with Santa will take

place at the Louisiana Historical
Museum immediately follow-

ing the lighting of the Christmas
Tree.  The museum invites the
children to help decorate the
museum Christmas tree.  As a
reminder, the ornaments are the
property of the museum and not
for taking home.  There will be
MoMo t-shirts, MoMo decora-
tions and other museum items
for sale. 

Coming To Town
The Louisiana Area Historical Museum at 304 Georgia Street will

host a visit by Santa Claus in conjunction with the Louisiana Com-
munity Christmas Parade on Saturday, Nov. 25. Santa will hear chil-
dren’s gift requests following the parade and tree-lighting ceremony.
The parade begins at 5 p.m., at Sunset Park and follows Georgia
Street to the downtown. The museum will offer candy canes to the
kids and free tours will be available. 

NECAC, the Salvation Army
and Walmart have teamed to
offer the Angel Tree program in
Pike County.
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Hunter Bags 9-
Pointer

Allison Hunter of Eolia shot
this 10- point buck last week dur-
ing the opening of firearms sea-
son.

Gamm Brings
Home Big

Buck
Noah Gamm of Bowling

Green brought home this 12-
point buck during opening week
of firearms season.

Purple Heart
Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610 Commander Herbert Everett

and Auxiliary President Mary Tarpein participated in the Purple Heart
celebration held at the Bowling Green courthouse on Thursday, Nov.
9. It was a great celebration, and they really appreciated being asked
to be a part of it.

Ecumenical Cantata In Louisiana, Clarksville
Mark your calendar! The

Louisiana Ecumenical Choir has
returned. 

They will be performing Joy to
the World: A Celebration of Car-
ols on Sunday, Dec. 17 at 3 p.m.,
at the First Presbyterian Church
in Louisiana. They will have 20
choristers and 11 in the instru-
ment ensemble. This will be the
first time that we have sung with
an orchestra format. 

It is a wonderful cantata made
up of familiar carols and the best
part is that the congregation is
welcome to join along. They
hope that you will join us to cele-
brate in song the birth of Jesus.

It’s sure to put you in the Christ-
mas spirit. Hope to see you
there.

Then the Christmas celebra-
tion will continue on the same
day at 4:30 p.m., at the
Clarksville Christian Church, as
the Clarksville Ecumenical choir
presents “Oh Come, Let Us
Adore Him,” a Christmas candle-
light service. Familiar carols and
popular selections will be per-
formed. 

Please come and share in the
Christmas spirit and enjoy a soup
and sandwich fellowship after the
program.
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November is Native
American Indian Month
as well as being the
month we celebrate our
Thanksgiving for all with
which we are blessed. We
owe much to our Ameri-
can Indian heritage which
influenced a great deal of
our American culture. It is
also National “Caregiving”
Month. It is not easy to do,
especially while you are
trying to manage a full-time job. It is a
hard part of life for all involved but it is
also a precious time.  
Christmas in the Green was once

again a very successful activity in
Bowling Green and a wonderful tradi-
tion which brings our community and
visitors together. We have so much to
be thankful for in our fantastic commu-
nity! (I made mistakes in spelling last
week. Kay Reading and Evelyn Gra-
ham started Christmas in the Green at
least 34 years ago and Amy Worthing-
ton’s new business is called Worthing-
ton House).  
Trust and belonging are two big rea-

sons why people move into a neigh-
borhood and stay there. Yes, many
look to the house itself and amenities
like sidewalks, nearby parks, access
to grocery, pharmacy opportunities,
plus medical accessibility. 
Yet “Trust and Belonging” make for

solid neighborhoods, workplaces, and
towns. Safety and transportation rank
up there also, but the bottom line is
wherever you have a people-centered
neighborhood, workplace, or commu-
nity where trust and belonging exists,
you will have a thriving situation.
Where trust and belonging do not
exist, it is one of the top reasons why

people leave a neighborhood,
job, or community. Empowering
each other is mandatory for a
successful environment.  
Congratulations again to the

players, coaches, and fans of
the Bowling Green Bobcats
2023 football team as they are
the District Champions for the
third time in three years! There
are three more wins to be the
state champions!  
Congratulations also goes to

the Pike County Commission for being
named a Purple Heart County. They
join our Bowling Green School District
and the City of Bowling Green for also
being selected Purple Heart school
and city recipients.  

Thanks to the Bowling Green
School Middle School for providing
and recognizing our area Veterans
with a luncheon, slide show, and a
special speaker. Thanks also to the
VFW for their involvement in our great
city in recognizing not only those who
fought overseas but also our Ameri-
can Armed Forces. Our Pike County
Health Department also provided a
breakfast and resource fair for our
Veterans who, along with their fami-
lies, sacrificed so much to preserve
our Nation, our liberty, freedom of
speech and Rule of Law. Again, we
have much to be thankful for. 

Appreciation goes to LaDon and Al-
liance for holding off putting up
Snowflakes and Christmas Orna-
ments throughout the City due to citi-
zens that requested they wait until
after Veterans Day and yet up for
Christmas in the Green. Good hus-
tleon and Crew!  

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Department Of Corrections Director 
Anne Presythe To Step Down
Missouri Department of

Corrections (DOC) Director
Anne Precythe has an-
nounced that her last day with
the state of Missouri will be
Dec. 5, 2023. 
She has served as director

of Missouri DOC since Janu-
ary 2017, following a 30-year
career in the North Carolina
Division of Community Cor-
rections, where she retired as
director in 2017. Precythe
plans to return home to North
Carolina to enjoy a well-
earned retirement with friends
and family.  
“Director Precythe has

been a great leader, colleague,
and champion in state govern-
ment, and we wish her the ab-
solute best,” Governor Mike
Parson said. “As we set out to
transform and improve the
culture across state govern-
ment, Anne was there every
step of the way. 
Under Anne’s leadership,

not only have DOC staff
turnover rates decreased but
they’ve reversed, and we’ve
witnessed a renewed sense of
pride in public service among
team members. Her leader-
ship has been an inspiration
not only to DOC but our en-
tire Cabinet, and we will all
greatly miss her infectious
humor, quick wit, and tireless
spirit.” 

Precythe has been respon-
sible for 19 adult correctional
facilities, six community su-
pervision centers, two transi-
tion centers, and more than 40
probation and parole districts. 
Under Precythe’s leader-

ship, the Missouri Depart-
ment of Corrections has
implemented dozens of major
innovations to advance its
mission of improving lives
for safer communities in the
state of Missouri: 
Justice Reinvestment pro-

grams supporting more com-
prehensive and effective
probation and parole supervi-
sion 

Reentry programs, reentry
centers, and transition centers
better preparing Missourians
for post-incarceration success 
New higher-education

partnerships and vocational
training programs 
A custom workplace-cul-

ture model and supervisory
support system 
Investment of nearly $175

million in staff pay raises 
New staff health, safety,

wellness, and trauma services 
Transformation of staff

training and development 
Measurable improvements

in staff morale, recruitment,
and retention 
Data-informed decision-

making and evidence-based
practices  
“When I came to Missouri,

my goal was to help elevate
the Department of Correc-
tions, and I believe my team
has accomplished most of
what we set out to do,” Pre-
cythe said. “It has been a
great honor to serve as direc-
tor of this department. I am
proud of my team and confi-
dent that I’m leaving the de-
partment in good hands.” 
While director of DOC in

Missouri, Precythe also
served on the National Insti-
tute of Corrections Advisory
Board, the Correctional Lead-
ers Association Executive
Committee, the Council of
State Governments Justice
Center Advisory Board, and
the inaugural class of the
Council on Criminal Justice.
She has been president of the
national Correctional Leaders
Association since 2020. 

A DOC interim director
will be announced in the com-
ing days prior to Precythe's
last day with the state on De-
cember 5.  
"Our office's focus will be

on ensuring stability within
DOC as we work together to
navigate this transition in
leadership," Governor Parson
continued. 

Churn, Baby Churn
The Louisiana Area Historical Museum graciously accepted the

recent donation of a Triumph model butter churn made in the early
20th century by the John Peter Lynott Hardware Co., of Louisiana.
The hand-cranked device still works. Lynott got his start in the busi-
ness in the early 1860s at Troy and eventually moved to Louisiana.
He held or applied for many patents over the years, generally for
stoves or heating elements. Lynott and his wife, Magdalen “Lena”
Rice Lynott, had four daughters. He died at 69 on March 23, 1912,
and is buried in Louisiana’s St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery. Lynott
products can still be found for sale online.

Learn About
Bears At Nov. 30
MDC Virtual
Program

To Missouri citizens, black
bears have become a source of
fascination, curiosity – and, in
cases where property has been
damaged – irritation.

People can learn more about
bears at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation (MDC) vir-
tual program “Black Bears of
Missouri” on Nov. 30. This online
program will be from 1-2 p.m.
and is being put on by the staff
at MDC’s Twin Pines Conserva-
tion Education Center. People
can register at: https://mdc-
event-web.s3licensing.com/
Event/EventDetails/196479

At the Nov. 30 program, MDC
Naturalist Wendy Lott will have
interesting facts about black
bears in Missouri. She will dis-
cuss some of the bear research
currently underway in the Show-
Me State. She will also have tips
on how to keep these curious an-
imals away from your home and
how Missourians can become
“Bear Aware.” This program will
include a chat-based question-
and-answer option where partic-
ipants can have their bear
questions answered.

The Twin Pines Conservation
Education Center is located just
east of Winona at 20086 High-
way 60. For more information
about the Nov. 30 virtual pro-
gram or other upcoming events
being put on by the Twin Pines
staff, call 573-325-1381. People
can also call this number to get
signed up for text alerts and e-
mail bulletins about upcoming
programs being put on by the
Twin Pines staff.

Staff at MDC facilities across
the state are holding in-person
and virtual programs. A listing of
these programs can be found at
mdc.mo.gov/events.

ACCEPTING PROPOSALS
The Bowling Green R-I School Dis-

trict is accepting proposals for con-
tracting out the Food Service Program
with a Fixed Price contract for the
2024-2025 school year. A mandatory
pre-proposal meeting will be Dec. 6,
2023 at 1 p.m.  Request for Proposals
are due by Jan. 5, 2024 at 4 p.m. (This
will not be a public opening.)
For questions and bid specifications,

please contact the Bowling Green R-I
School District at 573-324-5441.
The Bowling Green R-I School Dis-

trict reserves the right to reject any or
all bids.



Phillip Leon
Harrison
Phillip Leon Harrison, 73,

of Louisiana died Sunday,
Nov. 12, 2023 at his home.
Cremation rites are under

the direction of Bibb-Veach
Funeral Homes and Crema-
tory in Bowling Green.
Phillip was born Nov. 30,

1949 in Louisiana to Everett
and Vivian A. Brown Harri-
son.
Phillip grew up and lived

in Louisiana most of his life,
graduating from Louisiana
High School. After school,
Phillip served his country by
serving in the United States
Navy for three years. Phillip
was Baptist by faith.
Phillip is survived by

brothers, Tim Harrison and
wife, Janet of Texas City,
Texas and Terry Erdman of
Lake St. Louis; sisters,
Melody Matulich and hus-
band, Bill of Dayton, Nev.,
and Geri Carr and husband,
Mike of Huntsville, along
with several nieces, nephews,
and extended family.
He was preceded in death

by his parents; and a sister,
Sheila Brown.
Online condolences may

be left at www.bibbveach.
com.

Keith Moran
Palmer
Funeral services for Keith

Moran Palmer of St. Louis,
formerly of Elsberry were at 1
p.m., Thursday at Carter-
Ricks Funeral Home in Els-
berry.  The Rev. Sam Byers,
pastor of Elsberry First Bap-
tist Church and the Rev.
David Rubemeyer, Director
of Gospel Reach Foundation
reaching Panama and Colom-
bia, officiated with burial in
Elsberry City Cemetery in
Elsberry.  
Serving as pallbearers were

Carlos Donald, Andrew Don-
ald, Greg Pflasterer, Bryan
Collins, Brad Canalejo, and
Tim Montgomery.  Serving as
honorary pallbearers were
Dennis Hammack, Jerry Wag-
ner, Denny Lovelace, Billy
Collins, Lance Long, Kelly
Long, and Mark Long.
Keith was born June 5,

1947 in St. Louis.  He died
Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023 at his
home in Ballwin.  Keith was
76 years old.  He was the son
of Thomas Arlington and
Marie Moran Palmer.
He was a 1965 graduate of

Elsberry High School.  He at-
tended William Jewell Col-
lege before attending Mizzou
where he earned his bachelor
degree in education in 1969.
Keith married the love of his
life, Judy LaRue Palmer on
June 22, 1968.  They were
blessed with two children,
Lisa Renee and Mark Alan.  
Keith served his country in

the United States Army from
1970-72 when he was honor-
ably discharged as a Spec. 4.
Keith was an educator, coach
and athletic director, first in
the Bowling Green R-I
School District and many
years in the Elsberry R-II
School District.  He retired in
1999.  Keith collected basket-
ball cards, made model cars
and had an obsession for
mowing his yard.  Keith was
an active deacon at Elsberry
First Baptist Church for many
years, and at Fellowship of
Wildwood since 2017. He
loved the Lord God with all
his heart and served with a
willing and loving spirit.
Keith will be greatly missed.
He was preceded in death

by his grandparents, Hugo
and Maggie Moran, and
Harry and Annie Palmer; his
parents, Ting and Marie
Palmer; his in-laws, John and
Ima Dean LaRue; brother-in-
law and sister-in-law, Jack
and Marian LaRue.
Survivors include his wife

of 55 years, Judy Palmer; his
children, Lisa Donald and
husband, Carlos and Mark
Palmer, all of St. Louis;
grandchildren, Rachel and
Andrew Donald; a brother,
Stephen (Theadosia “Teddy”)
Palmer of Port Haywood, Va.;
nieces, nephews, cousins,
other relatives and friends. 
Visitation was from 11 a.m.

until the time of funeral serv-
ices at 1 p.m., Thursday at
Carter-Ricks Funeral Home.  

Memorials may be made to
Elsberry First Baptist Church
or Fellowship of Wildwood,
c/o Carter-Ricks Funeral
Home, 107 South 5th Street;
Elsberry, MO 63343.  
Online condolences may

be made at www.carterricks-
funeralhome.com. 

Matthew D.
Salmon
Matthew D Salmon, 97, of

Vandalia died Sunday, Nov.
12,2023, at the Pike County
Memorial Hospital,
Louisiana.
Funeral services will be

held at 11 a.m., Wednesday at
Vandalia Second Christian
Church. Oscar Williams will
officiate. Burial will be in the
Vandalia Cemetery.
Visitation celebrating the

life of Matthew D Salmon
will be held from 10-11 a.m.,
Wednesday at Vandalia Sec-
ond Christian Church.
Matthew was born March

18, 1926, in Vandalia, the son
of John and Gertrude Barber
Salmon.  He was united in
marriage to Mary Cathrine
Miller on July 26, 1952, in
Frankford. Mary Cathrine sur-
vives in death.
Other survivors include a

daughter, Gretha Furqan; two
sisters, Inez McPike of Van-
dalia, and Lillian Johnson of
Vandalia; grandchildren,
Rasheedah Furqan Clay and
wife, Stacy, Matthew Furqan
and wife, Ritarsha,
Muhammed Furqan and wife,
Lindsay, Najla Furqan, Wali-
dah Furqan  and husband Ter-
rell Dale, and Nabilah Furqan;
great-grandchildren, Na'ilah,
Averie, Lucy, Matthew Jr.,
Amir Novan, Harper, Aretha
Grace and Muhammad Jr.;
and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.
He was preceded in death

by his parents, John and
Gertrude Barber Salmon; four
brothers, Benjamin Salmon,
Dolly Leo Salmon, Jesse
Salmon and Robert Salmon;
two sisters, VirgieEthel Over-
ton and Bezolia K Salmon.
Matthew attended school

and went on to join the Air
Force in 1942. Matthew hon-
orably servedand spent his
last six months with the
United States Army where he
was honorably discharged on
Dec. 3, 1946.
After returning home

Matthew and worked for Har-
bison-Walker Refractories in
Vandalia until his retirement
after 43 years.
Matthew was a member of

the Second Christian Church.
He enjoyed singing in the
men’s chorusas a bass. He
adored his family. Enjoyed
fishing at the dam; watching
game shows, Gun Smoke and
NBA games-whatever team
Lebron James was on.
Matthew was a man of few
words. but had a good heart;
loved his church and never
missed many days attending
service.
Pallbearers will be Stacy

Clay, William Wheeler,
Matthew Furqan, Wali
Furqan, Walter Salmon Jr.,
and Ronnie Green. Honorary
pallbearers will be Mickey
Salmon and Art Wiser.
Memorial contributions

may be made to the Vandalia
Second Christian Church, c/o
Waters Funeral Home.
Online condolences may

be made to the family and
video tribute viewed on
Matthew’s memorialpage
at www.watersfuneral.com

James Russell
‘J.R.’ McDonald
James Russell "J.R." Mc-

Donald, 84, of Silex died Fri-
day, Nov. 17, 2023. 
A visitation will be held on

Tuesday (today) from  9:30

a.m.-1:30 p.m.,  at the
McCoy-Blossom Funeral
Homes & Crematory in Troy.
A funeral service will also

be held Tuesday (today) at
1:30 p.m., at the funeral home
in Troy. The Rev. Bob Feeler
to officiate. Interment to fol-
low in the Olney Cemetery,
Olney. 
Family and friends are in-

vited to sign our guestbook at
www.mccoyblossomfh.com.

Larry Albert
Grote
Larry Albert Grote, 80, of

rural Bowling Green, was re-
united with his beloved wife
Cathy on Saturday, Nov. 18,
2023. 
Funeral services will be

held Wednesday at St.
Clement Catholic Church
with visitation 9-11 a.m., and
Mass to follow.
Larry was born May 30,

1943, on the family farm in
Ashley. He was the only son
of Bernice Orf and Albert
Grote. He attended elemen-
tary school there in Ashley
and junior/high school in
Bowling Green, graduating in
1961. 
On April 8, 1967, he mar-

ried Catherine Mae York at
the Catholic Church in Els-
berry. They made their home
in Ashley, where they raised
their four daughters. 
He is survived by these

daughters, their spouses, and
grandchildren, Felicia and
Tim Gamm, Hannah, Jessica,
Breanne, and Chloe
Kroencke, Noah and Avery
Gamm; Tina and Roy
Niemeyer, Loren, Kimberly,
and Megan; Melinda and
Jason Kneib and Bryleigh;
Angela and Ben Eckler,
Carissa, Delci, and Ellis.
Larry was preceded in

death by his parents, his wife,
and a son-in-law, Jon
Kroencke.
Larry instilled in his chil-

dren and grandchildren the
value of hard work as he him-
self worked at Galloway and
Magruder Limestone for over
40 years while also raising
hogs and a few cattle at the
family farm. He found solace
in the simple joys of life–sit-
ting outside under a shade
tree, going to church, or pray-
ing the rosary. 
He had an incredible mem-

ory and could retell stories
with family and friends with a
voice that always let you
know he was in the room.
While able, he always tried to
get to a ball game or recital
when his grandchildren were
involved.
Pallbearers will be his

sons-in-law, Tim Gamm, Roy
Niemeyer, Jason Kneib, and
Ben Eckler, along with family
friends, Russell Orf and
David Pine. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Tim Grote,
Michael Swarnes, Sam Hook,
and Bob Galloway.
Memorials may be made to

the St. Clement Catholic
Church for Masses in his
memory or the St. Clement
Cemetery Association.
May Larry Albert rest in

eternal peace, his spirit living
on in the hearts of those who
loved him.
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Card Of Thanks
We would like to thank the church,

community, McCoy-Blossom Funeral
Home in Bowling Green and the Church
of the Nazarene for everything during our
time of bereavement.
The Family Of William Talton

WWII Uniform Donated
Terry Fox recently donated a World War I uniform to the Louisiana

Area Historical Museum. It belonged to Walter Clarence Patrick, who
was born in Pike County, Ill., and is buried in Louisiana’s Riverview
Cemetery. The uniform is displayed with other contributed items in
the museum’s front window in honor of Veterans Day, Saturday, Nov.
11. The facility at 304 Georgia Street has an extensive collection of
veterans’ memorabilia, and will be open during the Louisiana Christ-
mas Parade on Saturday, Nov. 25. 

Pink Ribbons
Pastor Dr. Phyllis Dowden-White and Members of the Susianna

Houston Missionary Society wore Pink Ribbons to the Morning Wor-
ship Service on Sunday Oct. 29 in Observance of Breast Cancer
Awareness. Sister Yvette Webb gave a Great Message" We Are Fol-
lowers" Worship Leader for the Morning was Sister Virginia Starks,
Pastor White gave some very inspiring remarks. The Missionary So-
ciety goes above and beyond in doing Mission Work. Pictured,from
left: Pastor Dowden White, Sis. Virginia Starks, Sis. Joanne Ham-
muck, Sis. Yvette Webb, Sis. Becky Yates and Sis. Ora Belle Con-
way.

Gov. Parsons
Signs Order
On Drought

On Friday, Nov. 17, Gov-
ernor Mike Parson signed
Executive Order 23-10, ex-
tending Missouri's drought
alert until May 1, 2024.
Currently, the U.S.

Drought Monitor indicates
that all or portions of at least
85 Missouri counties are ex-
periencing moderate, severe,
or extreme drought condi-
tions. The Executive Order
declares a Drought Alert in
these Missouri counties and
any additional county that
begins experiencing drought
conditions. 
"Having to issue a drought

alert this spring was quite un-
precedented, and unfortu-
nately, drought has persisted
in Missouri," Governor Par-
son said. "While we've had
periods of marginal improve-
ment, farmers and ranchers
are still feeling the impacts,
many forced to sell livestock
early and scrambling for al-
ternative feed sources. Some
of the most impacted areas
are our waterways, slowing
barge and river port activity
during our busy harvest sea-
son. We're extending this
alert to continue providing
every resource possible to
help mitigate the impacts and
in hopes that we get plenty of
rain throughout the coming
winter and spring."
In response to Governor

Parson’s initial Executive
Order declaring a drought
alert on May 31, 2023, the
Missouri Department of Nat-
ural Resources activated the
Drought Assessment Com-
mittee, a workgroup set up to
assess drought levels and
work with impact teams on
response and recovery rec-
ommendations.
The Executive Order was

set to expire on December 1,
2023. Extending the order
will allow the Drought As-
sessment Committee and as-
sociated impact teams to
continue supporting affected
communities throughout the
winter and continue to ex-
pand the state’s capabilities
to respond to and lessen the
impacts of future droughts.
During drought, local con-

dition reports are crucial to
understanding impacts to
provide timely and appropri-
ate assistance. Citizens can
submit information about
local drought conditions at
Condition Monitoring Ob-
server Reports (CMOR).
A variety of helpful re-

sources are online at
www.dnr.mo.gov/drought.
The Department of Natural
Resources is adding informa-
tion on drought mitigation
and assistance opportunities
daily as it becomes available.
The one-stop drought web-
site features a link to CMOR,
current drought-related
news, the current United
States and Missouri drought
maps, the Missouri Drought
Mitigation and Response
Plan, and other resources, in-
cluding information on pre-
vious droughts.

Christmas
In The
Green

Pictured, top: Pike Resale
Shop employees Janet Camp-
bell and Christina Spears were a
flurry of activity on Saturday, Nov.
18 during Christmas in the
Green.

Pictured, are employee and
owners of The Kountry Store,
from left, Ginny Andrews, Cindy
Perkins, and Anna Moore during
the Christmas In The Green held
in Bowling Green, Nov. 16-18.



USED DOUBLEWIDE -
DUTCH. Amish built in Indi-
ana, excellent condition, 3
bed., 2 bath. FINANCING.
Call for info 573-249-3333,
marktwain mobilehomes.
com. (tf)

I BUY . . . . . used mobile
homes. Call or text 573-
338-6250 or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.com. 

1 BEDROOM Louisiana
apartment. Upstairs. Nice,
see to appreciate. Refer-
ences and deposit required.
$500 month. 636-345-1925. 

SELF-STORAGE - In
Vandalia. Units in 3 sizes -
10x20, 10x10, and 8x10.
L&S Storage, 573-248-
4563. (tf)

MODERN MATURITY
BUILDING - Vandalia -
Family reunion, shower,
birthday. Call Art Wiser,
594-3224. Memberships
available. (tf)

CHICKENS and turkey
hens for sale and some
FREE, 573-975-7484. 

PUPPIES FOR SALE -
Blue heeler Australia shep-
hard cross, $100 obo. Paul
Eicher, 8210 Pike 466, Cur-
ryville. (x3-2)

MO. FIREARMS CO. is
celebrating 15 years in
business with a storewide
sale. 573-470-9111. (c8-1)

REFURNISHED COM-
PUTERS, parts, acces-
sories. Call Geeky Hillbilly
Computers 573-324-7176. 

GOOD used tires, pas-
senger & light truck, $15 &
up. Vandalia Firestone &
Appliance, 594-6624. 

METAL - We specialize
in new pole buildings and
new metal house roofs and
all buildings. Wagler Metals:
21764 Pike 409, Bowling
Green. 

HYDRAULIC rock clear-
ing rake, $1,500. 636-697-
8499. (tf)

NO HUNTING OR TRES-
PASSING on the Raspberry
Farm. Violators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible for injuries
on the property. 

NO TRESPASSING OR
HUNTING  on the property of
Cherlyn Boots. Violators will be
prosecuted and not responsible
for accidents on property. (tf)

NO HUNTING/TRESPASS-
ING on land belonging to
Clarissa Woods. Violators will be
prosecuted. Will not be responsi-
ble for accidents on property. (tf)

NO HUNTING OR TRES-
PASSING, Murry Shepherd
Farms. Violators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible for injuries
or accidents. (12-25)

NO HUNTING OR TRES-
PASSING on land owned by
Orey and Elizabeth Shepherd. Vi-
olators will be prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents on the
property. (11-24-24)

HORSE BOARDING - Stable,
large stalls, tack room, full care.
Clarksville area. 573-926-9049. 

RICK’S LAWN EQUIPMENT
& GOLF CARTS - Sales, service,
and parts. Used golf cars and
mowers. Hwy. 54 West,
Louisiana, MO 63353, 573-754-
5055. 

BETTS EXCAVATING - All
kinds of work. Reasonable rates.
754-2371. (tf)

GEEKY HILLBILLY COM-
PUTER SERVICES LLC - B.G.
computer repair & recycling, 573-
324-7176, 573-567-6164. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC PUMPING -
Commercial or residential, septic
pumping & repair, sewer auger-
ing & repair, grease trap pumping
and porta potty rentals. Butch
Menne, 573-384-5536. (tf)

BROWN’S SEPTIC PUMP-
ING - Commercial or residential,
portable toilet rental, job sites,
special events, auctions. Brown’s
Septic Pumping, 206 Brown
Lane, Louisiana, 754-5812. 

NAME DOILIES - Hand cro-
cheted by Ann Hecox. Make
great personal gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@gmail.com. (tf)

FOR SALE

NOW HIRING
PLANT

Monday-Friday
6 a.m.-2:30 p.m. - No weekends

HEALTH & LIFE INSURANCE / 401K /
PAID HOLIDAYS / PAID VACATION

Apply at:
Target Windows & Doors

800 W. State St. - Vandalia  - EOE

FOR RENT
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SERVICES

TOP SOIL
FILL DIRT
For Sale
754-5812

JAY HURD
TREE SERVICE
485-2332 or 
573-470-1929

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED
- BONDED - INSURED

I.S.A. Certified Arborist On Staff
Now accepting most major

credit cards

We Buy 
Salvage Cars

and 
Farm Equipment

Will Pick Up

Ben’s
Auto Salvage
754-3265 or 754-0508

FOR SALE SERVICES

2019 Ford F-150 #812
2.7 L Eco Boost, 3.5 axle ratio, automatic trans-
mission, headlight automatic high beams,

compas

48,873
Miles

Hickerson Shoe Repair

302442
1200 GR 
Insulated

266040
4006r

Insulated

267040
400 Grams
Insulated

HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting most
credit cards

HUNTING
BOOTS

116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service
Gary Motley

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

NO HUNTING

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
The Bowling Green R-I School District is ac-

cepting applications for a PreK Para (3 and 4
year old students) to start January 5.  Must
have a Substitute Certificate.  Application dead-
line is until position is filled.   Contact the Su-
perintendent’s Office for application, 700 W.
Adams, Bowling Green, MO  63334 Phone
573-324-5441.  (EOE)  

ACCEPTING BIDS
The Van-Far R-I School District is accepting bids for a Compact

Track Loader. There are three bid options:
•Option 1:  
74 - Gross Horsepower
2,550 - Pound Rated Operating Capacity (35% of Tipping)
3,700 - Pound Rated Operating Capacity (50% of Tipping)
•Option 2:
74 - Gross Horsepower
2,240 - Pound Rated Operating Capacity (35% of Tipping)
3,200 - Pound Rated Operating Capacity (50% of Tipping)
•Option 3:
90 - Gross Horsepower
3,150 - Pound Rated Operating Capacity (35% of Tipping)
4,500 - Pound Rated Operating Capacity (50% of Tipping)
Details for the three options can be found on our website

(vf.k12.mo.us), school app, Facebook or by contacting Ryan Talk-
ington via email at rtalkington@vf.k12.mo.us or Tony Lower via
email at tlower@vf.k12.mo.us.  The district will only be choosing
one of the options.
Sealed bids will be accepted in person or must be received in

Central Office by Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2023 at 12:00 p.m.
Bids will be opened publicly at 12:30 p.m., on Tuesday, Nov. 28,

2023 at 12:30 p.m. in Central Office.
Delivery of the Compact Track Loader is expected by Friday, Dec.

29, 2023.

MOBILE HOMES

Be Part of the MoDOT Team
Join a team environment to help the Missouri transportation sys-

tem progress.  MoDOT is now hiring quality individuals with a good
work ethic and positive attitude.

NOW HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME MAINTENANCE WORKERS

MEXICO, HANNIBAL, WARRENTON,
AND WAYLAND MAINTENANCE FACILITIES

HEAVY EQUIPMENT TECHNICIANS (MECHANICS)
EDINA/MEMPHIS/WAYLAND AND

SHELBINA MAINTENANCE FACILITIES
Qualified applicants will have a valid operator’s license and a

passing grade on the written portion of the CDL exam; or a Class A
or Class B CDL with tanker endorsement and no air brake restric-
tions.

For more information or to be considered for 
these opportunities apply on-line at

www.modot.org/careers by Sunday, November 26, 2023.
Drug Free Work Environment •

Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
M/F/D/V

Accepting Applications
Louisiana R-II is accepting applications for

a custodian. This is a great opportunity for
someone that prefers to work independ-
ently. Applicants may apply at the Superin-
tendent's office located at 3321 Georgia
Street, Louisiana, MO  63353. 
The Louisiana R-II School District does

not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex (including pregnancy, sexual
orientation or gender identity), national ori-
gin, disability, age, or genetic information
(including family medical history). Reason-
able accommodations will be provided to
applicants who need them for medical or re-
ligious reasons, as required by law.

Dr. Tom Ward
Superintendent of Schools
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Keep Risky Habits Out Of The Kitchen This Thanksgiving
America’s biggest food hol-

iday is almost here, and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) wants to remind con-
sumers to avoid habits that in-
crease the risk of harmful
bacteria in their Thanksgiving
meal.

“Unsafe handling and under-
cooking your turkey can cause
foodborne illness,” said USDA
Under Secretary for Food
Safety Dr. Emilio Esteban. “To
ensure your Thanksgiving meal
is wholesome and memorable
without the illness, follow the
four steps to food safety: clean,
separate, cook and chill, and
avoid risky food handling
habits that go against USDA
guidelines.”

Here are seven dangerous
habits USDA would like con-
sumers to drop:

#1 Not washing your hands
or kitchen surfaces before, dur-
ing and after food prep: Hand-
washing is the first step to
avoiding foodborne illness.
Wash your hands for at least 20
seconds with soap and water
before, during and after han-
dling food.

Clean and sanitize any sur-
faces that have touched raw
turkey and its juices and will
later touch food, such as kitchen
counters, sinks, stoves, table-
tops, etc. Cleaning with soap
and water physically removes
the germs, and sanitizing kills
any remaining. Many different
sanitizers can be used: an easy
homemade version is to make a
solution of one tablespoon of
liquid chlorine bleach per gal-
lon of water, or you can use a
commercial sanitizer or sanitiz-
ing wipe.

Thorough handwashing re-
mains a concern for the USDA.
The most recent USDA study
shows that 87 percent of partic-
ipants self-reported they
washed their hands before start-
ing to cook in the test kitchen.
However, only 44 percent of
participants were observed
doing so before meal prepara-
tion. Additionally, handwashing
was not attempted 83 percent of
the time when it should have
been done (after handling raw
meat or touching contaminated
surfaces). Throughout the study,
96 percent of handwashing at-
tempts did not contain all nec-
essary steps.

#2 Using the same cutting
boards and utensils for raw and
ready-to-eat foods: Cross-cont-
amination is the spread of bac-
teria from raw meat and poultry
onto ready-to-eat food, sur-
faces, and utensils. Avoid this

by using separate cutting boards
— one for raw meat and poultry
and another for ready-to-eat
foods like fruits and vegetables
that will be served raw.

#3 Defrosting your turkey on
the kitchen counter: Leaving
any frozen package of meat or
poultry for more than two hours
on the counter at room temper-
ature is dangerous. Even though
the center of the package may
still be frozen, the outer layer of
the food is in the “Danger
Zone” between 40 and 140 F —
a temperature where foodborne
bacteria multiply rapidly. You
can safely thaw a turkey using
the following methods:

Refrigerator Thawing: When
thawing in a fridge, allow
roughly 24 hours for every four
to five pounds of turkey. After
thawing, a turkey is safe in a re-
frigerator for one to two days.

Cold Water Thawing: When
thawing in a cold-water bath,
allow 30 minutes per pound and
submerge the turkey in its orig-
inal wrapping to avoid cross-
contamination. Change the
water every half hour until the
turkey is thawed. Cook it im-
mediately after thawing.

#4 Cooking your turkey
overnight at a low temperature:
It is not safe to cook any meat
or poultry in an oven set lower
than 325 F. At lower tempera-
tures, meat stays in the Danger
Zone for too long. Cook your
turkey at 325 F or above and
ensure all parts of the turkey
reach a safe internal tempera-
ture of 165 F.

#5 Relying only on a pop-up
temperature indicator: While
the pop-up timers found in
many turkeys tend to be fairly
accurate, they only check the
internal temperature in one spot
when we recommend three. Al-
ways use a food thermometer to
ensure your turkey has reached
a safe internal temperature of
165 F in the thickest part of the
breast, the innermost part of the
wing, and the innermost part of
the thigh to check its internal
temperature.

#6 Stuffing your turkey the
night before: USDA recom-
mends against stuffing your
turkey since this often leads to
bacteria growth. If you plan to
stuff your turkey, follow these
steps:

Prepare the wet and dry in-
gredients for the stuffing sepa-
rately from each other and
refrigerate until ready to use.
Mixing the dry and the wet in-
gredients produce an environ-
ment that bacteria can thrive in
hours before being placed in the

oven. Mix wet and dry ingredi-
ents just before filling the cavity
of the turkey.

Stuff the turkey loosely —
about 3/4 cup of stuffing per
pound.

Never stuff a whole turkey
and store in the refrigerator be-
fore cooking. Immediately
place the stuffed, raw turkey in
an oven set no lower than 325
F.

A stuffed turkey will take 50
percent longer to cook. Once it
has finished cooking, place a
food thermometer in the center
of the stuffing to ensure it has
reached a safe internal temper-
ature of 165 F.

#7 Keeping leftovers for
more than a week: Store left-
overs in small shallow contain-
ers and put them in the
refrigerator. Thanksgiving left-
overs are safe to eat for up to
four days when stored in the re-
frigerator. In the freezer, left-
overs are safely frozen
indefinitely but will keep the
best quality for two to six
months.

For more food safety infor-
mation, call the USDA Meat
and Poultry Hotline at 1-888-
MPHotline (1-888-674-6854),
email MPHotline@usda.gov or
chat live at ask.usda.gov from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time,
Monday through Friday. On
Thanksgiving Day, the Hotline
will be open from 8 a.m. -2 p.m.
Eastern Time.

Access news releases and
other information at USDA’s
Food Safety and Inspection
Service’s (FSIS) website at
www.fsis.usda.gov/newsroom.
Follow FSIS on X at X @us-
dafoodsafety or in Spanish at: X
@usdafoodsafe_es.

USDA touches the lives of
all Americans each day in so
many positive ways. In the
Biden-Harris Administration,
USDA is transforming Amer-
ica’s food system with a greater
focus on more resilient local
and regional food production,
fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy
and nutritious food in all com-
munities, building new markets
and streams of income for
farmers and producers using
climate smart food and forestry
practices, making historic in-
vestments in infrastructure and
clean energy capabilities in
rural America, and committing
to equity across the Department
by removing systemic barriers
and building a workforce more
representative of America. To
learn more, visit
www.usda.gov.

MDC Thanks Deer Hunters For Help With CWD Sampling
The Missouri Department of

Conservation (MDC) thanks
the thousands of deer hunters
who participated in its manda-
tory sampling efforts in 39
counties this past weekend to
test for chronic wasting disease
(CWD) in harvested deer.
Thanks to hunter participation,
MDC collected tissue samples
from more than 20,600 hunter-
harvested deer for CWD test-
ing on Nov. 11 and 12.

CWD sampling consists of
MDC staff removing lymph
nodes from the necks of har-
vested deer for testing. Tissue
samples are sent to an inde-
pendent lab for testing.

“We greatly appreciate the
many thousands of hunters
who brought their deer to
mandatory CWD sampling sta-
tion over the weekend,” said
MDC Cervid Program Super-
visor Jason Isabelle. “Hunters
who provide samples from har-
vested deer play a critical role
in MDC’s efforts to monitor the
spread of CWD and identify
new areas of infection.”

According to MDC, the
opening weekend of the No-
vember portion of firearms
deer season is the most popular
two days for most deer hunters
in Missouri. Hunters typically
harvest between a quarter to a
third of the state’s total annual
deer harvest during those two
days. Focusing on this key
weekend gives MDC the best
opportunity to collect the most
tissue samples for CWD testing
during a very concentrated time
period.

“Finding CWD as early as
possible provides us with the
ability to work with landown-
ers and hunters to effectively
manage the disease to slow its

spread and protect Missouri’s
deer population,” Isabelle said.
“The high number of samples
collected during opening week-
end gives us a much better un-
derstanding of the distribution
and prevalence of the disease
— where the disease is located
and what percentage of the deer
population is affected.”

Isabelle noted that MDC
collects samples for CWD test-
ing throughout the state each
year over the entire deer sea-
son. Mandatory sampling is a
more intense form of disease
surveillance in select CWD
Management Zone counties
where the greatest potential for
new areas of CWD infection
exists. 

Including the recent sam-
pling efforts, MDC has col-
lected more than 263,000 tissue
samples for CWD testing since
surveillance for the disease
began more than 20 years ago.
To date, MDC has found 411
confirmed cases of CWD since
the disease was first detected in
wild deer in Missouri in 2012.
Learn more about CWD sur-
veillance at mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

MDC is also offering free
voluntary CWD sampling and
testing of harvested deer during
the entire deer season at select
locations throughout the state,
including some MDC offices
and participating taxidermists
and meat processors.

MDC also offers self-ser-
vice freezer deer-head drop-off
locations within the CWD
Management Zone for hunters
to deposit harvested deer heads
to have tested for CWD. In-
structions, packing supplies,

and information tags are avail-
able at the sites.

Get more information on
voluntary sampling locations
and drop-off locations online at
mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

Hunters can get their CWD
test results for free online at
mdc.mo.gov/cwdResults. Re-
sults are available within four
weeks from the time of sam-
pling and the wait time if often
much less.

According to MDC, white-
tailed deer are an extremely im-
portant wildlife resource of the
state and deer hunting is
tremendously popular. Each
year, nearly half a million
hunters pursue deer in Mis-
souri, which provides a tremen-
dous boon to Missouri’s
economy and supports thou-
sands of jobs.

CWD is a deadly, infectious
disease in deer and other mem-
bers of the deer family
(cervids) that is 100% fatal.
There is no vaccine or cure.
CWD can be spread from di-
rect deer-to-deer contact,
through improper disposal of
deer carcasses, and through the
environment by deer contact-
ing infectious material from
other deer. 

Left unmanaged, CWD
could have significant effects
on Missouri’s deer population,
hunting culture, and economy.
Hunters play a critical role in
helping MDC find and manage
CWD by having their deer
tested and following carcass
movement restrictions and
other CWD regulations. Learn
more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

Bowling Green High School Class ‘73 Reunion
The Bowling Green High

School Class of 1973 cele-
brated their 50th class reunion
on Saturday, Aug. 5 from 3
p.m.-12 a.m., at David and
Laura Portwood’s Lakeview
at the Broken P in rural Bowl-
ing Green.

Forty six classmates and
spouses/friends enjoyed a day
of reminiscing, snacks,
music, and a meal catered by
the Portwoods.

A memory table was dis-
played with photos honoring
23 deceased classmates: San-
dra ‘Speedy” Talton Sledge,
Sherry Funk, Roger Jones,
James “Jim” Graver, David
Motley, Gary Thorpe, Mar-

cille Bell McQuay, Frances
“Frannie” Deters Boyd, John
T. Grote, Loretta Welch
Keller, Thomas “Cotton” In-
gram, Charles “Chuck”
Korte, John Deters, Cevero
“Butch” Boyer, Daniel Spe-
gal, Ricki Lee Burnett,
Brenda Sue Stief Preston,
William “Bill” Caldwell,
Dale Miller, William ‘Bill’
Bontz, Terrie Trower Neal,
Janet Hearn Lucas, and
Lenora Welch Cairo. Re-
cently the class lost another
classmate, Bernadette
“Bernie” Scherder.

A short meeting was held
by Rita Allen Morris with
Debby Gollaher Tepen giving

the treasurer’s report. The
planning committee for the
reunion was Rita Allen Mor-
ris, Paulette Purk Bruch,
Kathy Parcell Gamm, Marty
Briscoe Morrison, David
Fisher, Debby Gollaher
Tepen, Bruce McCallister, Lu
Meyer, Marjetta Hurd Atkin-
son, Tex Williams, and David
Brooks.

Eight members of the class
of 1973 attended the Bowli-
ing Green High School
Alumni Banquet where the
class donated $1,200 to the
Alumni Scholarship Fund.

A class party is being
planned for 2023.

Pictured are the ladies of the BGHS Class of 1973, front row, (l-r): Harriet Sisson Meissen, Paulette
Purk Bruch, Jance Brewster Brake, Carla Cottrell Mills, Debby Gollaher Tepen, Sherry White Boyer, Sallie
Mettler Grote, and Dianne Scherder Oliver. Second row: Sally Wilson Lindsay, Judy Spegal Epperson,
Kaye Moore Bowen, Marty Briscoe Morrison, Rita Allen Morris, Marcia Peden Tepen, Sandy Rutherford
Edmond, Kathy Parcell Gamm, LuAnn McDannold Meyer, Marjetta Hurd Atkinson, and Cynthia Knock
Perkins.

Pictured are the gentlemen of the BGHS Class of 1973, front row, (l-r): Jerry Edmond, Phil Luebbers,
Archie Taylor, David Brooks, Randy Lawrence, Alan Adkison, David Fisher, Robert Gregory, and Bruce
McCallister. Second row: Klifford Shinn, Karl Hall, Donnie Hendricks, Bob Baxter, Tim Luebrecht, Robert
Vaughn, Chris Hummel, Terry Burris, and Tim Salfen. Third row: Danny Kolb, Gene Twellman, Marion
Branstetter, Roger Ingram, Tex Williams, John Smith, Kenneth Myers, Leon Holcumbrink, and Barry Jenk-
ins.

Auxiliary To
VFW Post 2173

Meets
The Auxiliary to VFW

Post 2173 met on Thursday,
Nov. 9 at the Charlene Teague
Genealogy Center.  President
Victoria Shaw called the 7
p.m., meeting to order.
Opening ceremonies were
observed.

The October meeting min-
utes were approved as read.
The treasurer's report was
given and filed for review.
Joy Davis reported that
Shaylen Bailey's eighth grade
communication arts students
had written Patriot's Pen es-
says and the top six were
being judged for the winner
to send on to District 17 com-
petition.

Thank you notes were read
from member Cindy Pirch for
the 50 Buddy Poppies sent to
her for a DAR program and
from the Missouri Veterans
Home Assistance League for
donations to their bingo pro-
gram.

During the business meet-
ing it was decided to give
cash awards to the essay con-
test winners totaling $90.

Closing ceremonies were
observed and the meeting ad-
journed at 7:30 p.m. 

The five members attend-
ing were Joy Davis, Val Gal-
loway, Ruth Miller,  Lionel
Shaw and Victoria Shaw. 

The next scheduled auxil-
iary meeting is Thursday,
Dec. 14 at the Charlene
Teague Genealogy Center on
Main Street.   The time of the
meeting will be 7 p.m.  All
members are encouraged to
attend.

NOTICE OF FILING FOR THREE
BOARD OF EDUCATION POSITIONS
Filing for positions on the Bowling Green

R-I School District Board of Education be-
gins at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 5, and
ends at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 26.  Per-
sons interested in running for a position on
the school board may file at the superin-
tendent’s office located at 700 W. Adams
Street, Bowling Green, MO 63334.  Can-
didates will be placed on the ballot in order
of filing.  There are three positions avail-
able on the April 2, 2024 election ballot,
two with a three-year term and one with a
two-year term.  
Candidates may only file for the three- or

two-year term.Candidates my file during
the district’s central office hours, which are
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.  On
Dec. 22, filing will be open from 8 a.m.-1
p.m., and on Dec. 26, filing will be open
from 2-5 p.m.  
Hours are subject to change except for

the first and last day of filing, filing will not
occur on days that the school district’s cen-
tral office is closed due to inclement
weather or other unforeseeable reasons.
The district may not open on the first
and/or last day of filing if weather condi-
tions make it unsafe for school staff to
travel.  Filing will also not occur on the fol-
lowing date when the district’s superinten-
dent office will be closed: Dec. 25. For
more information, contact the superinten-
dent’s office at 573-324-5441.

HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING

Card Of Thanks
Thank  you to everyone for the cards, flow-

ers, food, prayers, donations, and kind ex-
pressions of sympathy during our time of
sorrow. Your support at this difficult time is
appreciated and of great comfort to all of the
family.

Thank you,
Anissa Toenjes & Family
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Community News
Learn About Attracting Birds To Backyards At MDC Virtual Program
In winter, backyards can be

great places to learn about
some of the bird species that
can be found in this area at
this time of year.
People can get information

about how to create bird-
viewing opportunities in their
own backyards at the Nov. 30
Missouri Department of Con-
servation (MDC) virtual pro-
gram “Birds: Attracting
Backyard Birds.” This online
program is being put on by
the staff at MDC’s Shoal
Creek Conservation Educa-
tion Center in Joplin and is
being presented in two time
slots.
People can register for the

11 a.m.-noon program at:
https://mdc-event-web.s3li-
censing.com/Event/EventDe-
tails/195872
For those who can’t make

the mid-day program, the pro-

gram will be given again from
6:30-7:30 p.m. People can
register for this time period
a t : h t t p s : / / m d c - e v e n t -
web.s3licensing.com/Event/E
ventDetails/195873
At this program, MDC

Naturalist Jessie Ballard will
discuss common winter bird
species that typically can be
found in backyards and will
have information about how
they can be attracted to yours.
Ballard will discuss the differ-
ent types of feeder options
(tube feeders, suet feeders,
tray feeders, feed on the
ground, etc.) and will explain
that, the more options you can
provide, the wider range of
species you are likely to at-
tract.
Ballard will also discuss

how backyard bird observers
can provide valuable data for
Project FeederWatch. Project

FeederWatch is operated by
the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy and Bird Studies Canada.
It is a winter-long survey of
birds that visit feeders at
backyards, nature centers, and
community areas, and other
sites across North America.
Participants periodically
count birds they see at their
feeders from November
through April and send their
information to Project Feed-
erWatch. This widespread
collection of data helps biol-
ogists track broad-scale
movements of winter bird
populations. It also provides
valuable information about
long-term trends in bird dis-
tribution and abundance.
Though the Nov. 30 pro-

gram is free, registration is re-
quired to participate in either
time slot. Use the links above.
Registrants must provide an
e-mail, so a program link can
be sent to them. This program
will include a chat-based
question-and-answer period
where participants can inter-
act with the presenters.
MDC’s Shoal Creek Cen-

ter is located at 201 Riviera
Drive in Joplin. People can
stay informed about upcom-
ing programs at the Shoal
Creek Center by signing up
for text alerts and e-mail bul-
letins. People who have ques-
tions about how to sign up for
text alerts from the Shoal
Creek Center can call 417-
629-3434.
Staff at MDC facilities

across the state are holding
in-person and virtual pro-
grams. A listing of these pro-
grams can be found at
mdc.mo.gov/events.

Give Nature-Themed
Holiday Gifts From MDC
Have nature lovers on your

holiday gift list? The Mis-
souri Department of Conser-
vation’s (MDC) online
Nature Shop makes holiday
shopping a breeze for anyone
interested in nature-themed
gifts. Offerings include the
ever-popular Natural Events
Calendar, plus a variety of
books and more for all ages.
Holiday shoppers can also

skip retail stores and visit one
of the MDC nature centers
around the state in Kirkwood,
Cape Girardeau, Springfield,
Kansas City, Blue Springs,
and Jefferson City for an
array of reasonably priced,
nature-themed holiday gifts.
Find MDC nature centers at
mdc.mo.gov/discover-na-
ture/places/nature-centers.
MDC holiday gift offer-

ings include:
2024 Natural Events Cal-

endar -- This annual favorite
has amazing images of native
animals, plants, and places,
along with phases of the
moon, holidays and days of
recognition, daily notes about
natural events, and more.
Coneflower Nature Journal

– It includes simple tips to get
started drawing or writing
about nature. It is spiral
bound with plenty of blank
pages.
Cooking Wild in Missouri

– This favorite cookbook fea-
tures more than 100 recipes
for native game, fish, fruits,
nuts, and mushrooms.
Strange but True (-- This

fun offering was adapted
from the pages of MDC’s
Xplor magazine and features
350 weird and wild facts and
illustrations about creatures
that inhabit Missouri.
A Paddlers Guide to Mis-

souri – This newly revised
edition makes a great gift for
canoeists, kayakers, and
floaters with color photos,
maps, and descriptions of 54
rivers and streams. The 102-
page, spiral-bound guide in-
cludes trip planning tips,

equipment recommendations,
paddling pointers, and more.
New to the 2023 edition are
maps of the upper Mississippi
River from Hannibal to St.
Louis and an expanded sec-
tion on the Big River.
Owl & Nuthatches Note-

card Sets – This is great for
gift giving. Each set includes
12 cards of either a barred
owl or brown-headed pair of
nuthatch birds. 
Missouri’s Wild Mush-

rooms – This book is a great
guide for hunting, identifying,
and cooking the state's most
common mushrooms.
Discover Missouri Natural

Areas, Second Edition – This
handy reference helps nature
lovers experience 50 great ex-
amples of our state’s natural
heritage. The new edition fea-
tures updated maps, text, ref-
erences, and scientific names.
Amphibians and Reptiles

of Missouri, Third Edition –
This classic book has been
updated and expanded to a
522-page illustrated guide
that provides descriptions,
distribution, habitats, habits,
breeding, and other informa-
tion on nearly 130 species of
native salamanders, toads,
frogs, turtles, lizards, and
snakes.
Buy these and other items

at MDC nature centers,
through the MDC online Na-
ture Shop at
mdcnatureshop.com or by
calling 877-521-8632. Order
early. Applicable tax, ship-
ping, and handling costs will
apply.
Give the gift of hunting

and fishing permits for
hunters and anglers on your
list. Buy permits from ven-
dors around the state, online
at mdc.mo.gov/buypermits or
through the MDC free  mo-
bile apps, Mo Hunting and
Mo Fishing, available for
download through Google
Play for Android devices or
the App Store for Apple de-
vices.

Bowling
Green
FFA 

Fruit Sales

Contact any Bowling Green FFA member 
or the Advisors

High School Office: 573-324-5341

Bankhead Chocolates
Quality Hand-Dipped
Chocolates Since 1919

Fruit, Nuts & 
Hometown
Products

Woods Smoked Meats
•Smoked Duck  •Ham

•Apple Smoked
Bacon

•Beef Sticks
•BBQ Baby Back Ribs

Bankhead 
Chocolates

•Chocolate Covered
Pecans
•Turtles

•Chocolate Dipped
Peanuts

SALES END Nov. 28
FFA MEMBERS
DELIVER!

EXPECTED DELIVERY DEC. 9

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

Silex October Students Of  The Month
Silex Middle School/High School Principal Robert James recently recognized the October students of

the month. Pictured, from left: sixth grade, Ava Johnson; seventh grade, Allie Ostmann; eighth grade,
Hunter Hall; ninth grade, Gianna Zappala; 10th grade, Brooke Craig; 11th grade, Easton Twellman; 12th
grade, Joseph Perkins; and middle school/high school principal, Robert James.

Clarksville VFW Auxiliary Hold Pre-Veterans Day Dinner
Clarksville Memorial VFW Auxiliary Held their pre-veterans dinner and celebration at the post home

on Saturday, Oct. 4. A special service was held with Auxiliary President Mary Tarpein presiding. Prayer
was given by Veteran Family/Support Chairman Ailiene Henry, Pledge of Allegiance by the Group and A
Veteran Poem was read by Senior Vice President Helen Riffle and Americanism Chairman Joanne Ham-
muck, gave the message for the event. Gifts were presented to all veterans and spouses in attendance.
A meal was served. Special guest in attendance was Clarksville Mayor JoAnne Smiley.

Clarksville VFW Post 4610, Auxiliary To Participate In Celebration
The Clarksville Memorial

VFW Post 4610 and Auxil-
iary to Participate in the
Christmas in Clarksville Cel-
ebration to tbe held on Satur-
day, Dec. 2, 5-7 p.m.
The activites will begin

with cookie walk cards at the
Visitor’s Center for gifts, lots
of cookies and treats compli-
ments from the different busi-
nesses their on Howard St. 

The VFW and Humphreys
will be serving chili, hot dogs,
chili dogs and donut holes, for
Donations if anyone would
like to the Mexico Veteran
Home for supples, they will
be greatly appreciated.
Cookie cards will be

turned in at the pocket parks
for door prizes, maybe having
some music for the event.
There will be a memorial

tree set up in the window at
Humphrey's for anyone that
would like to place an orna-
ment in memory of their
loved one. The evening will
end with the lighting of the
Christmas yree in the pocket
park at 7 p.m. Looking for-
ward to this being a great
event, so please try to come
and make this a great fun
evening.

Thanksgiving’s
Bouyant Bitter Berry
Boasts Health Benefits

Cranberries have long been
considered the crown jewel of
Thanksgiving dinners, says Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension
horticulturist David Trinklein.

“This comes at somewhat of
a surprise, since cranberries
likely were not served at the first
Thanksgiving in 1621,” Trinklein
says.

Although the pilgrims un-
doubtedly were aware of the bit-
ter berry, which was indigenous
to the area, cranberries proba-
bly were not used as a food
source until later. Early colonists
likely used cranberries first for
medicinal purposes, he says.

For most of the year, cran-
berry keeps a low profile. But
during the holidays it shines and
sparkles as dazzling as its ruby
color. Last year, the United
States produced more than
400,000 tons of the berry. An es-
timated 25 percent of cranberry
consumption occurs from
Thanksgiving through Christ-
mas.

Cranberry, blueberry and
American grapes are North
America’s only native fruits
grown commercially. Cranber-
ries are native to the acid bogs
of New England and parts of
Canada.
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