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Mizzou’s new Digital Agriculture Research and Extension Center will enhance research, 
education and outreach in emerging digital technologies for farming.

FREE

Pike County Inmate  
Escapes/Captured

By Brice Chandler 
Editor 

An inmate escaped from 
the Pike County Jail in Bowl-
ing Green on Saturday after-
noon, Feb. 3 after scaling the 
fence. 

 
According to a release 

from Pike County Sheriff, 
Stephen Korte, Charles F. 
Reef III, 27, of Liberty 
Church Road in rural Pike 
County escaped from the 
County Jail at around 2 p.m. 
Reef scaled the razor topped 
fence of the outside recreation 

yard.” 
Reef managed to make it 

to Locust and 8th Street in 
Bowling Green were he was 
taken back into custody by 
Sheriff’s Office staff. 

He is currently in custody 
on a no bond warrant for 
charges of domestic assault 
and property damage. Addi-
tional charges will be sought 
from the escape. 

 
All persons charged with a 

crime are presumed innocent 
by the court until proven 
guilty.

Kitzmiller Embraces New NECAC Role
Stephen Kitzmiller fondly 

remembers the advice his late 
father used to get him inter-
ested in finance. 

“Accounting always 
makes the decisions,” 
Kitzmiller said. “It always 
comes down to numbers and 
I love numbers. I have an 
affinity for them.” 

The 42-year-old Hannibal 
man has been named assistant 
finance director at NECAC. 
He replaces Sherry Windland, 
who retired recently after 
more than 30 years with the 
not-for-profit social services 

agency. 
“Stephen has been a great 

asset to the finance team and 
I look forward to the future as 
he steps into his new role,” 
said NECAC Finance Opera-
tions Director Vicky Pritchett. 

A graduate of Fort 
Zumwalt High School in O’-
Fallon, Kitzmiller quickly 
learned the ropes of assisting 
customers and clients. He 
spent 13 years as a customer 
service representative with 
Dierbergs, the St. Louis area 
grocery chain. He started as a 
NECAC finance specialist on 

Sept. 10, 2012. 
With a budget of more than 

$26 million, Kitzmiller is ex-
cited that NECAC continues 
to assist disadvantaged clients 
in 12 Missouri counties with 
cutting-edge programs. 

“I just want us to keep 
moving forward, get more ef-
ficient and just keep pressing 
on with technology,” he said. 
“We need to keep growing.” 

Kitzmiller and his wife, 
Jennifer, have two daughters. 
He enjoys performing and 
producing music at his 
church.

MU Extension Council 
Announces Election Results

The University of Missouri 
Extension-Pike County 
Council finalized its annual 
election at its monthly meet-
ing Monday,  Jan. 22, 2024.  

Candidates elected were: 
Stephanie Alderson – Western 
District; Chris Nation – West-
ern District; Rachel Robb – 
Western District; Chris Smith 

– Western District; Adam 
Trower – Western District; 
Halie Wyble – Western Dis-
trict; Caleb Brown – At-
Large; Melony Grote – 
At-Large. 

The council appreciates all 
of the candidates that ran on 
the ballot and the citizens that 
voted in the election," says 

Chris Nation, University of 
Missouri – Pike County Ex-
tension Council chairman.   

The new members will be 
officially inducted to the 
council at the next meeting 
scheduled for Monday, Feb. 
26.  The elected members will 
begin their two-year term of 
service in March.  

Bowling Green High School held courtwarming on Friday, Feb. 2. Pictured are king 
and queen, Zach Gibson and Hannah Post.

Charles F. Reef III

Smart Agriculture: 
Farming In The Digital Age

Nearly one-third of Mis-
souri's economy is tied to 
agriculture. That’s why the 
state’s land-grant institution, 
the University of Missouri, 
has launched the Digital Agri-
culture Research and Exten-
sion Center (DAREC). The 
center aims to help farmers 
and other agricultural produc-
ers move toward a future of 
sustainable agriculture by 
leveraging emerging digital 
technologies and artificial in-
telligence (AI) for increased 
agricultural productivity, sus-
tainability and profitability.  

 
“The skills needed for 

today’s farmers are not the 
same as they were five to 10 
years ago, and it’s important 
for us to train the next gener-
ation of farmers to adapt and 
make use of existing and fu-
ture technologies,” said Shibu 
Jose, associate dean for re-
search at the MU College of 
Agriculture, Food and Natu-
ral Resources (CAFNR). 
“This is the future of farming 
in Missouri and elsewhere, 
and people are looking to us 
as a proven academic leader 
in this space.”  

Formed by a partnership 
between CAFNR, MU Exten-
sion and the United States 
Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) Agricultural Re-
search Service, the center will 
explore key areas in agricul-
ture such as crop production, 
soil health, precision live-
stock farming and engineer-
ing innovations through 
research by faculty and stu-
dents, and collaboration with 
industry partners and agen-
cies. 

“We want to investigate 
the next generation of tech-
nology,” said Jianfeng Zhou, 
one of the center’s co-direc-
tors and an MU associate pro-
fessor of plant science and 
technology. “For both teach-
ing and research purposes, it’s 
helpful to adopt the next-gen-
eration tools designed to im-
prove the efficiency of 
agriculture.”  

One component of the cen-
ter will be a field demonstra-
tion site located at MU’s 
South Farm called the MU 
Digital Farm. The farm will 
also be part of the Central 
Missouri Research, Extension 
and Education Center.  

“By demonstrating new 
digital technologies at the 
digital farm, we will be able 
to document their benefits 
and use that information to 
show farmers and other stake-
holders how to use these dig-
ital tools, many of which have 

already been developed but 
are not fully adopted yet by 
the agriculture industry,” 
Zhou said.  

Adoption of any new tech-
nology takes time, and the 
center hopes to build trust and 
confidence in farmers and 
other stakeholders by being 
proactive in its education and 
outreach efforts.  

“The Digital Agriculture 
Research and Extension Cen-
ter will work with our MU 
Extension specialists to put 
new digital agriculture tech-
nologies into the hands of 
Missouri farmers,” said Rob 
Kallenbach, associate dean of 
extension at CAFNR. “The 
information, demonstrations, 
trainings and research that 
will come out of this center 
will benefit our Missouri agri-
cultural industry for years to 
come.”  

 
Leading this new initiative 

with Zhou will be co-direc-
tors Kent Shannon, an assis-
tant teaching professor of 
plant science and technology 
and field specialist in ag engi-
neering with MU Extension; 
and Ken Sudduth from the 
USDA Agricultural Research 
Service. The center is plan-
ning a symposium for this 
spring.

Courtwarming Kings & Queens

Van-Far High School held courtwarming on Friday, Feb. 2. Pictured are king and 
queen, Nikos Connaway and Carmen Wilburn.

Louisiana High School held courtwarming on Friday, Feb. 2. Pictured are king and 
queen, Cooper Lumley and Raegan Bowser.
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Put 
Our  
Ads 

Work For 
YOU! 
Call   

324-6111

Vandalia Barber Shop 
215B S. Main - 

Vandalia 
573-594-3521 
Tuesday - Wednesday - 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 
Harold Williams 

“Institute Of Higher Learning”

Dr. Jose Torres, Harry Benn, Alma Benn, Dr. David Lemons

Frankford resident Harry 
Benn is an avid quail hunter 
whose life took an unex-
pected turn just days before 
Christmas. Harry and his wife 
Alma enjoyed daily walks 
with their hunting dogs, but 
something was amiss. Harry, 
usually full of energy, found 
himself cutting these walks 
short due to breathlessness 
and fatigue. 

A week before Christmas, 
Harry felt an unsettling short-
ness of breath and tightness in 
his chest as he climbed the 
stairs to bed. His wife, con-
cerned, offered a trip to the 
hospital, but Harry hesitated, 
thinking rest would suffice. It 
wasn't until 3 a.m., that Harry, 
unable to shake off the per-
sistent difficulties, woke his 
wife to inform her that he did 
indeed need to go to the hos-
pital. 

Upon arriving at the Han-
nibal Regional Emergency 
Department, they initiated 
typical heart attack testing 
protocols. Dr. Al-Dabbas, car-
diologist at Hannibal Re-
gional Heart Center, met with 
Harry. Despite normal results 
from Harry's EKG, echocar-
diogram, and a negative heart 
enzyme test, Dr. Al-Dabbas, 
considering Harry's symp-
toms, performed a cardiac 
catheterization. Dr. Al-Dab-
bas' suspicions were con-
firmed when the procedure 
revealed multi-vessel heart 
disease with a significant 
blockage in the left main ar-
tery of the heart.  Dr. Al-Dab-
bas explained that open heart 

surgery would offer Harry a 
much better outcome than 
placing stents. Grateful for 
Dr. Al-Dabbas' persistence 
Harry says, "I was really glad 
that, even though all my tests 
were coming back normal, 
Dr. Al-Dabbas continued to 
probe and get to the bottom of 
my symptoms." 

Harry then met with Dr. 
Jose Torres, cardiothoracic 
surgeon at Hannibal Regional 
Heart Center, who explained 
the open heart surgery 
process. Despite being a new 
offering at Hannibal Re-
gional, Harry had no hesita-
tion about having the surgery 
there. "Dr. Torres reassured 
me that he had performed this 
surgery thousands of times 
before, so I knew I was in 
good hands." The alternative 
for Harry would have in-
volved traveling to St. Louis 
or Columbia, Missouri, but 
the proximity to Christmas 
and the stress it would impose 
on his family made Hannibal 

Regional the clear choice. 
On Dec.20, amid the holi-

day buzz, Harry underwent 
open heart surgery, becoming 
the sixth patient to experience 
this groundbreaking proce-
dure at Hannibal Regional. 
Miraculously, the recovery 
was swift. By Christmas Eve, 
Harry was not only dis-
charged but also reunited with 
his family for a Christmas 
that held profound signifi-
cance. "Dr. Torres and the in-
credible team at Hannibal 
Regional made my Christmas 
extra special.  I'm profoundly 
thankful for their exceptional 
care that ensured I could cher-
ish the holiday with my fam-
ily!” Harry exclaimed. 

In the heart of adversity, 
Harry's story proves that 
sometimes, the most extraor-
dinary gifts come wrapped in 
unexpected packages. For 
more information about cardi-
ology services at the Hannibal 
Regional Heart Center, call 
(573) 629-3960.

Hannibal Regional Heart Center 
The Clear Choice For Area Resident

NOTICE 
The Pike County Republican Central 

Committee invites you to reach out to 
them if you are planning to file for any 
Pike County elected office as a Re-
publican candidate. Filing opens Feb. 
27, 2024. Contact: Gale Frolos 573-
406-4156. 

Paid for by the Pike County  
Republican Central Committee,  

Treasurer Bryan Jennings

NECAC To Accept 
Rent-Assistance 

Vouchers
NECAC will accept appli-

cations for a federal rent-as-
sistance program in 11 
Missouri counties from 
March 1-31. 

Applications to the 
NECAC Housing Choice 
Voucher program will be 
placed on a waiting list. 
Counties covered are Lewis, 
Lincoln, Macon, Marion, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Pike, 
Ralls, Randolph, Shelby and 
Warren counties. 

NECAC contracts with 
the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to administer the 
program, which provides 
partial rent payments to ap-
proved income-qualifying 
applicants. 

Applications will be avail-
able starting March 1 at 
www.necac.org. Elderly and 
disabled people who need as-
sistance may call 573-324-
2055 or a NECAC County 
Service Center.

OATS Transit, a Missouri 
based not-for-profit  trans-
portation provider, announced 
that it has received a grant 
from MFA Oil Foundation to-
taling $2000.  

These funds will be used 
toward the local match for a 
new vehicle coming this 
Spring. Since 1971, OATS 
Transit has provided trans-
portation for work, medical 
appointments, essential shop-

ping, and other community 
resources to rural residents of 
any age. 

“We are pleased that MFA 
Oil Foundation is supportive 
of our mission to ensure peo-
ple have access to community 
resources,” said Dorothy Yea-
ger, OATS Transit Executive 
Director. “We are grateful that 
the MFA Oil Foundation is 
able to help us with the local 
match needed to purchase our 

replacement vehicles,” added 
Yeager.  

For more information 
about OATS Transit please 
visit their website at 
www.oatstransit.org and find 
them at facebook.com/oat-
stransit. We also have several 
driver openings throughout  

Missouri so we can grow 
our business and serve more 
clients. See our website for a 
full list of job openings.

OATS Transit Receives Grant From 
MFA Oil Foundation

Pictured, from left: Jason “Red” Harville presented the check on behalf of the Foun-
dation to Dorothy Yeager, Jill Stedem and Dion Knipp with OATS Transit.
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Ruby Leigh Comes 
To The Capitol 

Ruby Leigh, who was the 
runner-up on this season of 
"The Voice", came to the 
Capitol today to be introduced 
on the House and Senate 
Floors and meet with the gov-
ernor. Representative Perkins 
had the privilege of welcom-
ing the talented singer before 
his colleagues in the House, 
where she received a warm 
reception. Members ex-
pressed their admiration for 
the musician and excitement 
that she was visiting their 
state capital. During her day 
touring the Capitol and meet-
ing legislators, Ruby Leigh 
radiated kindness and grati-
tude. It was an honor for Rep. 
Perkins to host the rising star 
and spend time learning more 
about how her experiences on 
"The Voice" have shaped her 
promising career. 

HB 1769 Sponsored by 
Rep. Perkins Clears  

First Hurdle 
The Firefighters Proce-

dural Bill of Rights cleared its 
first legislative hurdle on 
Thursday when it was voted 
out of the Committee on Pub-
lic Safety. Upon passage 
Perkins said, "This is the first 
step in a long process. I look 
forward to being a vocal ad-
vocate for this important leg-
islation every step of the way 
until it reaches the governor's 
desk." 
Elections Committee Hears 

More Initiative Petition 
Proposals 

The House Committee on 
Elections and Elected Offi-
cials in Missouri, one week 
after hearing proposed 
changes to citizen-led initia-
tive petitions, recently dis-
cussed three more bills 
aiming to modify the process 
of adopting Constitutional 
amendments. These bills seek 
to raise the standards for ma-
jority votes, requiring ap-
proval in both legislative 
districts and statewide votes, 
while one bill proposes in-
creasing the threshold from a 
simple majority. The goal is to 
improve the process of citi-
zen-initiated ballot measures 
by increasing transparency, 
improving accountability, cre-
ating stricter deadlines and 
rules to ensure verified, legal 

signatures, and curb outside 
influence from special interest 
groups. 
Improving Rural Economic 

Development 
The House Committee on 

Rural Community Develop-
ment recently considered two 
bills aimed at enhancing rural 
economic development in 
Missouri. This endeavor is 
vital for rejuvenating and sus-
taining rural communities, 
tackling demographic chal-
lenges, fostering job creation, 
diversifying the economy, and 
enhancing overall quality of 
life. 

 
HB 2170 introduces the 

"Missouri Rural Access to 
Capital Act," promoting eco-
nomic development by offer-
ing tax credits to investors 
making capital investments in 
rural funds. The credits start 
at zero percent for the first 
two years and rise to 15 per-
cent for the subsequent four 
years, with an annual cap of 
$16 million. Rural funds must 
undergo an approval process, 
adhere to investment criteria, 
and could face credit recap-
ture for non-compliance. Eli-
gible businesses must meet 
specific criteria, and rural 
funds are required to submit 
annual reports. The program 
sunsets on Aug. 28, 2030.

State Representative Chad Perkins Report

Rep. Chad Perkins

THE  
PEOPLE’S 
TRIBUNE 

The area’s 
only  

locally-
owned &   
operated   

newspaper!

It is a new year with new opportu-
nities to get plugged into Bowling 
Green. Don’t allow yourself to be an 
“Invisible Citizen.” I co-authored a 
book entitled “Middle Level Activities 
for Invisible Students.”  

It was directed towards reaching 
the students, especially our inner St. 
Louis city students to include and 
promote their ownership in their 
school(s). The same can 
apply to you as a citizen that 
feels like you have no voice, 
no in-put opportunity, no 
recognition as to belonging 
to something bigger than 
yourself.  

Your city leaders want 
you to be a vital part of 
Bowling Green. A big way to 
get plugged into Bowling 
Green is the April 2 elec-
tions. No matter who you 
vote for, please simply get out and 
vote. That’s one way to make your 
voices heard. It is your right and your 
responsibility! Another opportunity 
as the Nation enters 2024 and be-
gins the next presidential election 
cycle and both the Iowa and New 
Hampshire caucuses completed, we 
must ask ourselves how will state 
and national results affect us. This is 
another way to get involved and vote 
for your state and national candi-
dates!  

Candidates and the press may 
focus on “hot topics,” but it is up to 
you to seek out the truth as you un-
derstand such, check voting records, 
and support topics and issues with 
which you agree. There are such di-
viding National issues, we at the 
local level must make sure we deal 
with the issues that affect us-where 
the rubber hits the road in uniting 
and helping our communities. Let us 
not allow politics, race, ethnic ori-

gins, or our belief system to divide 
our tremendous city! For instance, 
there is a law-making group that pro-
poses cutting social security benefits 
to reduce inflation and government 
debt. Social Security does not con-
tribute to National debt! This issue 
alone could unite us and promote 
emailing our Senators and Repre-
sentatives and let them know how 

we feel.  
Did you know innovation 

creates Dynamic, Resilient 
Communities? Look at 
what covid produced with 
new procedures and inno-
vations. Let’s continue in 
Bowling Green and Pike 
County to continue to invite 
new businesses, manufac-
turers, new or improved 
transportation routes, and 
more utilization of our Mu-

nicipal Airport, rail system, and even 
our waterways.   

I have just completed the College 
of Professional Studies at George 
Washington University. It is The 
Center for Excellence in Public 
Leadership. There was no expense 
with your tax dollars. I write this mod-
estly and only to let you know that I 
want to be the best I can be while I 
am your mayor.   

AARP has a division of their or-
ganization called Rate Your City in 
their Public Policy Institute. Bowling 
Green is rated and hovers around 
48-50 percent for qualities about our 
city. However, it only ranks 28.6% in 
accessing exercise opportunities 
which then affects and brings down 
other categories and ratings in “obe-
sity prevalence,” “smoking deter-
rence programs,” and unfortunately, 
“Health Care.” Check out AARP’s 
Public Policy Institute for more infor-
mation on Bowling Green.  

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

Governor Parson, along with Senator Fitzwater and 
Reps. Perkins and Doyle hosting Ruby in the Governor's 
Office. 

TOTAL TIME: Prep: 45 
min. Bake: 15 min. + 
standing 
YIELD: 40 servings 
You'll find these hot wings 
have just the right amount 
of zip. But if you want them 
a little hotter—as we often 
do—simply add more hot 
pepper sauce. I hope you 
enjoy them! —Dawn 
Wright, Moline, Michigan 

Ingredients 
4 pounds whole chicken 
wings 
Oil for deep-fat frying 
1/4 cup butter 
1/4 cup honey 
1/4 cup barbecue sauce 
4 to 6 tablespoons hot 
pepper sauce 

3 tablespoons vinegar 
3 tablespoons prepared 
mustard 
1/4 teaspoon garlic salt 
Celery and carrot sticks 
Blue cheese or ranch 
salad dressing 

 
Directions 

1. Cut wings into 3 sec-
tions; discard wing tip sec-
tion. In a deep cast-iron or 
electric skillet, heat oil to 
350°. Fry chicken wings, a 
few at a time, about 9 min-
utes or until golden. Drain 

on paper towels; place in a 
large bowl. 
2. In a small saucepan, 
combine the next 7 ingredi-
ents; cook and stir 5-10 
minutes. Pour over cooked 
wings; let stand 10 min-
utes. With a slotted spoon, 
remove wings from sauce 
and place them in a single 
layer on greased baking 
sheets. 
3. Bake at 350° for 15 min-
utes. Serve hot with veg-
etable sticks and dressing 
for dipping. 

Hot Wings For The Big Game On Sunday

Happy 113th Anniversary to the 
“DAR Pike County Chapter” of 

the National Society of  
Daughters of the American  

Revolution (NSDAR) 
on Feb. 10, 2024 

God Bless  
America!



Robert Harrison 
Bailey 

Robert Harrison Bailey 
was born Jan. 3, 1944, in Mt. 
Clemens, Mich., to Ella Bar-
bara Tock and Marlin Nelson 
Bailey. 

The family lovingly re-
member Robert Bailey, who 
leaves behind a legacy of 
warmth, wisdom, and gen-
erosity.  

He is survived by his wife, 
Sally; and their children, Car-
olyn Bailey and Greg Cissell, 
and Michael Bailey and wife, 
Amy. Robert was a cherished 
grandfather to Ella Durbin, 
Amanda Durbin, Parker Bai-
ley, and Gavin Bailey. He also 
leaves behind a brother, Dr. 
Thomas T. Bailey and wife, 
Judy; and was a caring uncle, 
great-uncle and admired fa-
ther figure to many.  

He joins his parents and 
older brother, John M. Bailey 
in eternal peace. 

A proud alumnus of Mt. 
Clemens High School, class 
of 1962, Robert furthered his 
education at Michigan State 
University. He started his ca-
reer as an engineer at Conti-
nental Motors and later found 
his calling as a thoughtful and 
successful insurance profes-
sional and business owner. 
Known for his sage and plen-
tiful advice on any topic, 
Robert's engineering mindset 
made him the family's go-to 
fixer of all things. 

An avid outdoorsman, 
Robert had a true passion for 
upland bird hunting and fish-
ing in the rivers and Great 
Lakes of Michigan. His vol-
unteer spirit shone brightly as 
a youth soccer coach for the 
RYSL from its inaugural sea-
son, celebrating his team's 
journey to the Pontiac Silver 
Dome with immense pride. 

Robert also dedicated him-
self to the Kiwanis Clubs of 
Rochester, Mich., and Foun-
tain Hills, Ariz., where he tire-
lessly raised funds for local 
schools. His positive influ-
ence was felt at every event, 
always ready to build a float 
with the Marian High School 
Senior girls, carry supplies, 
sell fry bread, and build rela-
tionships with Habitat for Hu-
manity (AZ). He will be 
deeply missed but forever re-
membered with love and ad-
miration. 

A celebration of Robert's 
life was held Saturday at 
Harry’s Tavern in Bowling 
Green. The family memorial 
was held from 10-11am fol-
lowed by Family & Friends 
luncheon from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.  

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in honor of 
Robert H. Bailey to Tunnels 
for Towers noting the Home-
less Veterans Program www. 
t2t.org. 

Martha Jean 
Bradshaw 

Martha Jean Bradshaw, 
born June 10, 1959 in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., the fourth 
daughter of Lynn and Paula 
Bradshaw, died peacefully on 
Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024 sur-
rounded by family. 

Martha was the embodi-
ment of kindness and gen-
erosity, wielding her 
considerable baking prowess 
to share delectable treats like 
chocolate sundae cake, cinna-
mon rolls, biscuits, and all 
manner of pies with those she 
loved.  

She was good with num-
bers, and worked in account-
ing for most of her career, 
making forever-friends every-
where she went, from Michi-
gan to Indiana and Missouri. 
She had a wicked sense of 
humor and an infectious 
laugh, as well as bottomless 
empathy for others.  

Her proudest accomplish-
ment was Tessa, the daughter 
she had with her one-time 
husband, Dave VanVlerah,  
who inherited her mother’s 
sweet spirit. Martha also 
shone as stepmother to Lau-
ren VanVlerah, and never let 
a trifle like blood-relation stop 
her from being a mom to 
whoever needed it.  

In addition to Tessa and 
Lauren, she leaves behind 
four brothers, Craig, Sam, 

Ben, and Jim Bradshaw; four 
sisters, Leslie Bradshaw, 
Melissa Burla, Amy Vazquez, 
and Marjorie Bradshaw; her 
beloved Corgi “Dumpling”; 
and a truly astonishing num-
ber of nieces and nephews.  

She was predeceased by 
her parents, her ex-husband, 
Dave VanVlerah; and her sis-
ter, Ellen Bradshaw.  

Countless friends will feel 
the void Martha leaves be-
hind, which she would recom-
mend they fill with gravy.  

A celebration of life will be 
held on Saturday, March 16 at 
the home of Mike and Jane 
Vodohosky at 2 p.m., until the 
evening. Food and drink will 
be served with some of 
Martha’s favorite dishes, 
BYOB. Save the date and join 
them in celebrating Martha’s 
life.  

Donations in memory of 
Martha can be made to the 
non-profit Prison Performing 
Arts at the following link: 
https://www.prisonperformin-
garts.org/support-us 

Michael L. 
Anderson 

Michael “Mike” L. Ander-
son, a resident of Clarksville, 
died at his home on Monday, 
Jan. 29, 2024, at the age of 72.  

A celebration of Mike’s life 
took place at The Keely Cen-
ter in Louisiana on Sunday 
from 1-4 p.m. A private inter-
ment with military honors 
was held Saturday at Eolia 
Cemetery.  

He was born March 30, 
1951, in Louisiana, son of Eu-
gene Anderson and Pauline 
Grimm (née Muff). 

Mike attended Louisiana 
schools and graduated from 
Louisiana High School in 
1969. He was a Vietnam vet-
eran who served in the 82nd 
Airborne from 1971-73.  
Mike married Elaine Capps 
Anderson on Oct. 12, 1974. 
She survives at the home. 

Mike worked in construc-
tion for most of his working 
life as a union millwright out 
of Local 1008 and Local 716. 
Before his retirement in 2011, 
he spent most of his career 
working for Alberici Con-
structors. 

He was a great outdoors-
man, an avid hunter and en-
joyed traditional bowhunting. 
He was a member of the 
Compton Traditional 
Bowhunters. He also loved 
working on his farm in 
Clarksville with his beloved 
catahoula, Beau. 

Mike’s greatest joy in this 
world was spending time with 
his family, especially his 
grandchildren. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 49 years, Elaine; two sons, 
Michael P. Anderson and 
wife, Lori and Judson Ander-
son and wife, Danielle; four 
grandchildren, Michael 
“Jacob” Anderson, Tayler 
Dewey, Aiden Anderson, and 
Liam Anderson; sisters-in-
law, Melody Deweese and 
husband, Denny, Shelly 
Rosenmiller and husband, 
Randy); as well as many 
beloved aunts, cousins, 
nieces, nephews, grand-nieces 
and nephews, and long-time 
friends. 

Mike was preceded in 
death by his parents, as well 
as many beloved aunts and 
uncles. 

Memorials may be made to 
Compton Traditional 
Bowhunters Youth program, 
which was near and dear to 
Mike.  Checks should be 
made payable to CTB Youth, 
and mailed to Richard Dewey, 
33328 180th Ave, Pleasant 
Hill, IL 62366-2126.   

Cremation rites are under 
the direction of Collier Fu-
neral Home in Louisiana.  

Online condolences can be 
sent at collierfuneral.com. 

 

Wanda Caroline 
Brown 

Wanda Caroline Brown, 
94, of Louisiana died Thurs-
day, Jan. 25, 2024 at Maple 
Grove Lodge in Louisiana. 

Funeral services for Wanda 
were held Saturday at 1 p.m., 
at Our Lady of Good Success 
in Louisiana with Fr. Otto 

Keiser officiating. Burial was 
in St. Joseph Cemetery in 
Louisiana.  

Collier Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrangements. 

Wanda was born Sept. 17, 
1929 in St. Louis to William 
Casper and Wanda Fortner 
Hoffmann. She was united in 
marriage to Eugene Thomas 
Brown in 1946 and to this 
union two children were born, 
Steven Brown and Jerry John-
son and Raymond. Eugene 
preceded her in death. 

Wanda grew up and lived 
in St. Louis her entire life 
until last year when she 
moved to Louisiana to be with 
her daughter. 

She began her working 
years at Gruensfelder, a shoe 
ornament company, later 
going to work for Queen 
Company where she served as 
vice-president. Wanda ended 
her working years at Prince 
Gardner in St. Louis, where 
she retired. 

Wanda belonged to a 
woman’s working sorority, 
Zata-Beta-Khi. She enjoyed 
volunteering at the Fox The-
atre as an usher. Wanda was a 
terrific needleworker and 
loved to crochet and knitting. 

Surviving Wanda are her 
children, Steven Brown of 
Louisiana and Jerry Johnson 
and Raymond of Louisiana; 
grandchildren, Nicholas F. 
Johnson and wife, Melissa 
“Mimi”, Stacy N. Hildebrand 
and husband, Josh, Kristin H. 
Phomally and husband, Ken, 
Jeffrey Johnson, Honey M. 
Smith, Steven Zechman and 
wife, Allison, and Cody D. 
Brown; step-grandchildren, 
Julie Duchinsky and husband, 
Chris, and Teri Erxleben; 
great-grandchildren, Collin, 
Mary Grace, Kali, Nolan, 
Ryann, Kyle, and Colby; 
niece, Terry Ries and hus-
band, Greg; and nephew, 
William Hoffmann and wife, 
Jennifer. 

Wanda was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band; and brother, William 
Hoffmann. 

Pallbearers were Nick 
Johnson, Jeff Johnson, Josh 
Hildebrand, Ven Phomally, 
and Greg Rice. 

Memorials may be made to 
Our Lady of Good Success.  

Online condolences may 
be left at collierfuneral.com. 

Charles Roy 
Anderson Jr. 

Charles Roy Anderson, Jr, 
87, of Kearney died Saturday, 
Jan. 27, 2024, in Liberty.  

The celebration of life was 
held at 11 a.m., Monday at  
Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana. The Rev. Cn. 
Robin L. James, Rector of 
Grace Episcopal Church in 
Liberty officiated. Burial was 
in Fairview Cemetery near 
Louisiana. 

Visitation was from 10-11 
a.m., Monday at the funeral 
home.  

He was born July 27, 1936 
in Louisiana to Charles Roy 
(“Roy”) Sr., and Opal Delores 
Love Anderson. He married 
Mary Ann Hampton on Aug. 
2, 1959. Together, they had 
two children, Susan R. Ander-
son-Jones and Katherine 
“Kathy”, Kearney, and 
Charles Anderson, III and 
wife, Jennifer “Jenny”, Kear-
ney; seven grandchildren, 
Jake Anderson-Jones, Charles 
Roy Anderson, IV and 
“Croy”, Keller Anderson, 
Myers Anderson, Hunter An-
derson-Jones, Sawyer Ander-
son, and Briggs Anderson, all 
of Kearney; a sister-in-law, 
Harriet Sue Barber, 
Louisiana; a brother-in-law, 
Edwin Kevin Hampton, For-
est Park, Ill.; nieces, Laura 
Green Shellhorse and hus-
band, Mark, Bowling Green, 
Heather Barber and Tim 
Booth, Louisiana; nephew, 
Jarrod Green and Tammi 
Zumwalt, Pittsfield, Ill.; and 
many cousins, including his 
close friend, Eddy Love and 
wife, Vickie. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; a sister, Mar-
jorie Sue Anderson White; 
and a brother-in-law, Billy 
“Bill” Guy White. 

Charles Roy graduated 
from Louisiana High School 
with the class of 1954. Using 

the education from his in-
volvement with the FFA chap-
ter meat judging team, he 
went to work as a butcher for 
the A&P store in Louisiana 
from 1954-56. In 1956, 
“Charlie” went to work in the 
chemistry lab for Hercules, 
Inc., for 35 years. He was a 
proud member of the Oil, 
Chemical, and Atomic Work-
ers Union. He was also a 
member of the Louisiana Car-
penter’s Union. Upon retire-
ment in 1992, he followed his 
passion to be a full-time 
farmer until his formal retire-
ment in 2002. 

He was a long-time mem-
ber of Grassy Creek Baptist 
Church where he met his 
wife, Mary Ann, while her fa-
ther, Edwin K. Hampton, was 
pastor. He served in a variety 
of leadership roles including 
teaching Sunday school 
classes, serving as Sunday 
school director, serving as a 
deacon, and chair of the dea-
cons. Charles Roy was a 
member of the local chapter 
of the Lions Club and was a 
Gideon. He also served on the 
Fairview Cemetery Board. 

Charles Roy enjoyed a vi-
brant and fulfilling life. His 
travels took him to Alaska, 
Hawaii, Canada, Puerto Rico, 
France, Italy, Switzerland, 
Hungary, Austria, and most of 
the 50 states. He and his wife 
moved to Kearney in 2005 to 
be nearer to his family – espe-
cially his grandchildren. 

He was a life-long learner 
of trade skills and a handy 
man extraordinaire. With the 
help of his father-in-law (to 
be) he built the house he 
would move into with his 
wife and remain during their 
time in Louisiana.  

He learned from working 
with others and took classes at 
the vocational school in Eolia 
to become proficient in heat-
ing and air conditioning, auto 
mechanics, electrical wiring, 
concrete foundations, weld-
ing, and drafting. Along with 
his wife, with an understand-
ing of the future, he rented a 
computer long before every 
household had one, and took 
computer programming 
classes in St. Louis. 

Charles Roy loved the out-
doors and sports. He spent 
many an afternoon or vaca-
tion on the river or lake water-
skiing, fishing, and camping. 
He always owned a boat. He 
played slow pitch softball for 
the church softball team play-
ing pitcher and infield. He 
was a life-long Cardinals fan 
until his conversion by his 
grandchildren to a Royals fan 
after he moved to the Kansas 
City area. 

Though he would not de-
scribe himself as such, he was 
a disciple of the social gospel. 
His talents and generosity 
touched many people. He 
would always greet you with 
a smile and ask, sincerely, 
“how are you?” 

Pallbearers were Eddy 
Love, Jake Anderson-Jones, 
Croy Anderson, Keller Ander-
son, Myers Anderson, and 
Hunter Anderson-Jones. Hon-
orary pallbearers were 
Sawyer Anderson, Briggs An-
derson, Tim Booth, Jarrod 
Green, and Mark Shellhorse.  

Memorials may be given to 
the Fairview Cemetery, 
Louisiana or donor’s choice. 

Della Lu Jennings 
Newsom 

Della Lu Jennings New-
som was born Aug. 19, 1960 
to Elbert H. Jennings and 
Patsy J. Pettey and husband, 
Ken.  

Della died in her home on 
Monday, Jan. 29, 2023.  

A family held Celebration 
of Life will be held at the 
Outer Road Event Center, 
8760 Pike 60, Frankford on 
Saturday, Feb. 10 from noon-
3 p.m. The family will be hav-
ing a lunch in Della’s honor. 

She had four sisters, Patri-
cia Caldwell and husband, 
Tom, LaRita Jennings, David 
Jennings, Sarah Jennings, and 
Lora Parks and husband, 
Harold; and one brother, 
David Jennings. Della had nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 

Della was proceeded in 
death by her father and 
brother.  

She worked at Tri-County 

Care Center in Vandalia for 20 
plus years as a certified med-
ical technician. Della was an 
avid St Louis Cardinals and 
Kansas City Chiefs fan. She 
also enjoyed binge watching 
movies, coloring, and online 
shopping. Della was adored 
by all. 

Della attended the Cantu 
Symposium at Washington 
University in St Louis for the 
last six years. Giving other 
hope that they could live with 
Cantu for many years. 

Memorials can be made to 
the Cantu Support Group, De-
vlyns Hope. The family will 
also forward donations as re-
quested. 

Cremation rites are under 
the direction of Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes and Crema-
tory in Bowling Green. 

Lora Vern ‘Sissy’ 
VonVain 

Lora Vern “Sissy’ VonVain, 
a caring wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister, and friend, left 
this world suddenly on Mon-
day, Jan. 29, 2024 at the age 
of 66. 

A family-held Celebration 
of Life was held at 2 p.m., 
Saturday at One Way Min-
istries with Pastor Bill Hobbs 
officiating. 

Cremation rites are under 
the direction of Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes & Crematory 
in Bowling Green. 

Lora was born to Paul and 
Dorothy Motley on Aug. 21, 
1957. She married the love of 
her life, James VonVain Sr., 
on Oct. 28, 1975. They were 
blessed with four children, 
Karen Phelps, Jason VonVain, 
Keith VonVain, and Mellissa 
Branham. Lora enjoyed doing 
crafts, watching crime shows 
and spending time with her 
family. 

Lora is survived by her 
husband of 48 years, James 
VonVain Sr., of Bowling 
Green; children, Karen Phelps 
and husband, Lane of Mexico,  
Keith VonVain of Louisiana, 
and Mellissa Branham and 
husband, Bryan of Bowling 
Green; step-children, Julia 
Ruiz of California, and James 
VonVain Jr., of Bowling 
Green; grandchildren, Uriel 
Ruiz, Robert Ruiz, Samantha 
Green, Branden Green, Emily 
Green, Lora VonVain, Mel-
lissa VonVain, Brianna Bran-
ham, and Riley Branham; snf 
great-grandchildren. 

Lora was preceded in death 
by a son, Jason VonVain and 
her father, Paul Motley. 

Memorial donations can be 
made to the family, c/o the fu-
neral home. 

Andrew L. Graves 
On Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, 

Andrew L. Graves entered the 

gates of heaven unexpectedly.   
Andrew entered the world 

on March 13, 1983 and was 
just 40 years young.  He was 
the beloved  son of Peggy and 
Jack Graves. He was a loving 
and cherished brother to 
Casey and Brooke Graves, 
Justin and Lindsey Graves, 
and Sara and Mike Barron. 
Andrew was a grandson, 
uncle, cousin, brother-in-law, 
and friend to so many.  

He grew up in South St 
Louis County and attended 
Lindbergh High School. An-
drew was a talented trades-
man in carpentry. Andrew’s 
passion was his love of music 
and art. He loved playing the 
piano especially for the veter-
ans at the Missouri Veterans 
Home. Andrew was a talented 
musician, playing the guitar 
and piano.  

There wasn’t an electronic 
he couldn’t fix and loved 
working on motorcycles and 
cars. He loved his nieces and 
nephews more than life and 
cherished his time with them 
- Landen, Noah, Blake, 
McKenzie, Ava, Sadie, 
Harper and Kellan; he loved 
them all so much. Animals 
also held a very special place 
in his heart. Andrew had a 
personality and smile that 
would make anyone laugh. 
His heart was gold and his 
family and friends will treas-
ure the great memories they 
had with him.  

Visitation will be from 10-
11 a.m., Wednesday at Grace 
Church,  2695 Creve Coeur 
Mill Rd., Maryland Heights. 

A funeral service to follow 
at 11 a.m., Wednesday at 
Grace Church, Maryland 
Heights. Interment to follow 
in the Olney Cemetery.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Endangered 
Wolf Sanctuary, Eureka, c/o 
McCoy-Blossom Funeral 
Homes & Crematory, 1304 
Boone St., Troy, MO 63379.   

Family and friends are in-
vited to sign our online guest-
book at: www.mccoyblossom 
fh.com. 
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With Deep Appreciation  
The family of Ronald Oberman would like 

to express our thanks for the cards, calls, 
flowers, food, donations, and especially your 
thoughts and prayers during this difficult 
time. 

Your thoughtfulness will always be re-
membered. Special thanks to Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Home and Crematory, Pike County 
Ambulance District, Middletown Fire Depart-
ment, Bouquet Florist, and Joyce Fisher. 

Susan Oberman 
William, Stephanie,  

Jaxson & Jayson Oberman 
Patricia & Meldon Stubbs Family 
Gary & Mary Oberman Family 
Sheryl & Jim McNiff Family

Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling  

324-6111 or e-mail to:  
peoplestribune@ 

sbcglobal.net
On Feb. 16-18: Spring re-

vival, Curryville Baptist 
Church, 202 N. Rt. E, Cur-
ryville. Friday and Saturday 7 
p.m.; Sunday 10:30 a.m. Spe-
cial speaker, Tom Hufty; spe-
cial music, Marion 
Branstetter. For more info 
contact Bro. Jerry Gamm, 
573-470-5835. 

On April 5-6: Threads of 
Time Quilt Show sponsored 
by Hannibal Piecemakers 
Quilt Guild. Open Saturday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m., at the Admiral Coontz 
Armory, 301 Warren Barrett 
Dr., Hannibal. Over 300 
quilts, vendors, classes, Mili-
tary appreciation, food. Park-
ing and shuttles available at 
Clemens Field



 
USED DOUBLEWIDE 

- DUTCH. Amish built in 
Indiana, excellent condi-
tion, 3 bed., 2 bath. FI-
NANCING. Call for info 
573-249-3333, markt-
wain mobilehomes.com. 
(tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used mo-

bile homes. Call or text 
573-338-6250 or email 
GregS.CDH@outlook.co
m. (tf) 

SELF-STORAGE - In 
Vandalia. Units in 3 sizes 
- 10x20, 10x10, and 
8x10. L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATURITY 

BUILDING - Vandalia - 
Family reunion, shower, 
birthday. Call Art Wiser, 
594-3224. (tf) 

I Heather Flanagan, 
am seeking divorce from 
Robert Niffen. Since 
2012 I have had no con-
tact with him. I am not 
responsible for any 
debts other than my 
own. (s8-10). 

 
NOT responsible for 

debt other than myt own. 
John Boyd. (tf) 

SPACE Saver mi-
crowave, white, $35; 
Whirlpool electric dryer, 
$100; GE electric dryer, 
$175. Vandalia Fire-
stone & Appliance, 594-
6624.  

 
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call Geeky 
Hillbilly Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light truck, 
$15 & up. Vandalia Fire-
stone & Appliance, 594-
6624.  

 
 HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, $1,500. 
636-697-8499. (tf) 

 

 
METAL - We special-

ize in new pole buildings 
and new metal house 
roofs and all buildings. 
Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING on the 
Raspberry Farm. Viola-
tors will be prosecuted. 
Not responsible for in-
juries on the property.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted and not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property. (tf) 

 
NO HUNTING/TRES-

PASSING on land be-
longing to Clarissa 
Woods. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Will not be 
responsible for acci-
dents on property. (tf) 

 
NO HUNTING OR 

TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Viola-
tors will be prosecuted. 
Not responsible for in-
juries or accidents. (12-
25) 

 
NO HUNTING OR 

TRESPASSING on land 
owned by Orey and Eliz-
abeth Shepherd. Viola-
tors will be prosecuted. 
Not responsible for acci-
dents on the property. 
(11-24-24) 

HORSE BOARDING - 
Stable, large stalls, tack 
room, full care. 
Clarksville area. 573-
926-9049. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, service, 
and parts. Used golf 
cars and mowers. Hwy. 
54 West, Louisiana, MO 
63353, 573-754-5055.  

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & recycling, 
573-324-7176, 573-567-
6164. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic pump-
ing & repair, sewer 
augering & repair, 
grease trap pumping 
and porta potty rentals. 
Butch Menne, 573-384-
5536.  

 

 
BROWN’S SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Commercial 
or residential, portable 
toilet rental, job sites, 
special events, auctions. 
Brown’s Septic Pump-
ing, 206 Brown Lane, 
Louisiana, 754-5812. (tf) 

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@gmail. 
com. (tf) 

PUT OUR 
ADS TO 
WORK 

FOR YOU

CALL 324-6111 
TO PLACE YOUR ADS

HUME 
REMODELING

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric 
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring 

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen 
Tops - Window & Door  

Replacement 
Tex Ceiling Fix

FOR SALE

SERVICES

FOR RENT

WE WELCOME 
YOUR NEWS

THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE

All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  

SERVICES

Hickerson Shoe Repair

302442 
1200 GR  

Insulated

266040 
4006R 

Insulated

267040 
400 Grams 
Insulated

HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

Accepting 
most credit 

cards

HUNTING 
BOOTS

116 N. Court - Bowling Green - 324-3688

Stock #843 
2022 Ford Explorer XLT 

27 mpg. highway, 20 mpg. city, 
button start, power lift gate, LED brake lights, 

head lights, automatic high beam

TOP SOIL 
FILL DIRT 

For Sale 
754-5812

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

We Buy  
Salvage Cars and  
Farm Equipment 

Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508
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Classifieds

NOTICE

FOR SALE

SERVICES

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work” 

CASTEELS 
In-home decorating service 

window treatments - wallpaper - paint  
gifts - bridal registry - church supplies 

110 W. Adams - Pittsfield, Ill. 
217-285-4488

MOBILE HOMES

Poage Ford

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling Green

10% Off  
Regular 

Merchandise 
18011 Bus. 61 

Bowling Green 
573-324-5757

50¢ Off 6 In. 
Sandwich/$1 Off 
12 In. Sandwich 

1214 E. Champ Clark Dr. 
Bowling Green 
573-324-6638

SS uu bb ww aa yy

PP rr aa ii rr ii ee ’’ ss   EE dd gg ee

10% Off Complete 
Pair Prescription 
Dress Glasses or 

Sunglasses 
1420 S. Bus. 61 

Bowling Green 
573-324-3131

AA dd vv aa nn cc ee dd   EE yy ee cc aa rr ee

NO HUNTING
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Community News

Bowling Green Courtwarming P 
Bowling Green High School held courtwarming on Friday, Feb. 2 when they played 

host to Monroe City. Pictured is the court, from left: king Zach Gibson and queen Han-
nah Post, front. Second row: Autumn Rozier, Lucas Aslin, Oliver Niemeyer, Mara 
Robb, Jackson Damron, Sydney Charlton, James Efnor, Kaylyn Charlton, Gavin Out-
law, and Mackenzie Brawley

Louisiana Courtwarming P 
The 2024 Louisiana Court warming was held Friday, Feb. 2. The coronation took 

place between varsity games against Wellsville-Middletown. Cooper Lumley and Rae-
gan Bowser were crowned king and queen at the event. Picture in the front row, (l-r) 
are: Charlie Boswell, 2024 Queen Raegan Bowser, and Rosie Neff. Second row: 
Macey Jordan, Jaylen Ries, Emerson Bradley, Dominic Hathaway, De’Prisha Chat-
man, Ethen Harrison, Brylin Stewart, Donovan Richards, Wyatt Martin, 2024 King 
Cooper Lumley, Emily Powell, Alex Dzierwa, Alyssa Christensen, and Landon Brown.

On-line Edition Available @  
thepeoplestribune.com
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