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The Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610 and Auxiliary held their annual Easter
Egg Hunt at Clopton on Saturday, April 19, it was held in the Clopton School cafeteria
because of the rain. Approximately 75 or more youth attended, gifts were given to the
youth also a cake walk was held. It was a great success. Pictured are: Commander
Herbert Everett, President Mary Tarpein, Joanne Hammuck, and Sseated at the small
gift table was Glenette Boatman and Susan Richardson, where everyone could re-
ceive a gift. Placing the eggs in the cafeteria were Matt and Mary Ann Schreder, and
Abigal Tarpein, Virginia Starks was there to assist with the cake walk. Seated at the
large qift table was Carolyn Everett. They could receive a large gift if they found a win-
ner tag in their egg. Everyone enjoyed both of the activities.

By LARRY TWELLMAN

R-I School Board Elects
OfficersReorganization was
the first item on the agenda for
the Bowling Green R-I School
Board at their meeting on
Tuesday, April 15.

Scott Hunt and Tamara
Scherder were sworn in to
three-year terms at the begin-
ning of the meeting.

Hunt and Scherder were the
only persons to file for the two
board positions that would
have been on the ballot for the
Tuesday, April 8 municipal
elections. Since only two peo-
ple applied, no election was
held.

Holly Delgman was elected
to serve as board president and
Tim Gamm was elected to
serve as the board’s vice-pres-
ident. Gamm was also ap-
pointed to serve as the
district’s Missouri  School
Board Association’s delegate
with Scott Hunt appointed to
serve as the alternate to that
position.

The district’s three school

nurses presented their annual
report to the board concerning
the services they provide to
the students and staff. They re-
quested that the district con-
sider purchasing another
vision screener.

Currently the district has
one vision screener that is
used at all buildings and also
used for screening young chil-
dren enrolled in the district’s
Parents As Teacher program.

Superintendent Nick Lar-
son said that another vision
screener would be considered
as he develops the budget for
the coming school year.

Three students: Abigail
Haas, Lucas Orf, and Jake
Piper, presented to the board
information about their FFA
projects. The three students,
proficiency winners at the area
level, will compete at the state
level later this month.

The board approved the
school calendar for the 2025-
26 school year. The first day
of classes will be Aug. 18 and
the final day of school is
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2024 LCBA Advocate Award

Louisiana Community Betterment Association was
pleased to present the 2024 Advocate of the Year award
to Russell “Sonny” Stevens during the annual banquet
of the Louisiana Chamber of Commerce, held on Thurs-
day, April 10. The Advocate Award began in 2018. This
award is to honor someone in the community who gives
up their time and talents, and is always there, although,
does so in a way that is not outwardly recognized by
many others. Stevens, or “Sonny” as he is known by so
many within the community, is definitely one of those
people. Stevens served our country in the U.S. Army. He
loves water sports, is a Mizzou Tiger fan and advid
golfer. Stevens served as a city councilman for many
years and volunteered for over 40 years as the statisti-
cian and announcer for the Louisiana High School foot-
ball team. He has served as a volunteer at Pike County
Memorial Hospital for over 25 years in the gift shop and
at the front desk. Sonny is also the biggest fan and sup-
porter of his eight grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children, attending nearly all of their athletic games,
concerts, theater, productions, dance recitals, and other
events. Sunny received a standing ovation when the
award was presented by Diana Huckstep, LCBA Chair-

person.
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scheduled for May 15, 2026.
The district will have 169 days
of student attendance and that
will generate additional state
money according to legisla-
tion passed in 2024 by the
state legislature.

Bowling Green Elementary
Principal, Cory Kessler,
praised the quick action of
custodian Billy Motley for
putting out a small fire there
earlier this month.

Superintendent Larson re-
ported that he would be rec-
ommending the hiring of
several staff members in the
executive session to be held
later and reminded the board
members that Middle School
graduation would be held
Thursday, May 15 at 6 p.m.,
and high school graduation
would be on Friday, May 16 at
7 p.m.

The next meeting of the
board is scheduled for Tues-
day, May 20, starting at 5:30
pm in the district’s meeting
room.

A Vandalia man is facing multiple
felony and misdemeanor charges after
prosecutors allege he violated a court-
issued order of protection and com-
mitted sexual offenses against the
same victim.

According to the Audrain County
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, 37-
year-old Stuart Brandon Rice of Van-
dalia was charged on Tuesday,
April 8, with eight criminal counts,
includ-ing: sodomy in the first
degree, at-tempted sodomy in the
first degree, stalking in the first
degree, and five counts of violation
of an order of pro-tection for an adult.

The charges stem from multiple
investigations by the Audrain County
Sheriff’s Office, spanning from April
2024-February 2025. Court docu-
ments allege that Rice engaged in re-
peated and unwanted communication
with a protected party, despite being
under a full order of protection that
prohibited contact except through a
monitored app and only regarding
child custody matters.

Deputies allege that Rice sent
more than 300 unauthorized messages
and initiated multiple phone calls be-
tween October 2024 and February
2025. Some of the communications
allegedly included threats, harass-
ment, and attempts to control or ma-
nipulate the victim’s behavior.

In addition to the stalking and pro-
tection order violations, Rice is also
accused of two separate incidents of
sexual misconduct against the victim
while she was asleep and in a vulner-
able condition. One of those incidents
allegedly occurred in August 2024 at
the victim’s residence while children
were present.

The state has requested that Rice
be held without bond, citing concerns
for the victim’s safety and Rice’s re-
peated disregard for court orders. Dur-
ing a bond hearing held April 15, the
court agreed and ordered Rice to re-
main in custody. A bond review
hear-ing is Tuesday, (today) April 22.

All ‘persons named are innocent
until proven guilty in a court of law.

Agency Struggles Out Of The Gate

By BRENT ENGEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Editor’s note: Following is

the second in a periodic 2025
series by

Like so many organiza-
tions, NECAC had youthful
growing pains after its estab-
lishment in 1965.

Incorporated as the TRICO
Economic Opportunity
Agency in April 1965, the
name, location and coverage
area would change over the
first few years.

TRICO initially was based
in New London and adminis-
tered federally-funded pro-
grams in Ralls, Pike and
Monroe counties. The name
was changed to QUINCO in
November 1965 after Marion
and Shelby counties were
added.

QUINCO featured tal-
ented, experienced leader-
ship. One of the early
administrators was George H.
Pace, a World War II veteran,
Hannibal businessman and
community organization
member who had served three
terms as a Missouri state rep-
resentative.

Early programs included
Head Start, commodities dis-

tribution, high school equiva-
lency classes and youth em-
ployment training.

In 1968, the agency
merged with Daniel Boone
Human Development Corpo-
ration of Troy. The agreement
added Lincoln, Montgomery,
St. Charles and Warren coun-
ties to the fold.

The merger was done to
“extend programs over a
larger area to reduce adminis-
trative expenditures,” one
newspaper reported.

In 1970, Daniel Boone’s
headquarters were moved to
Bowling Green. Around that
time, the concept of Commu-
nity Action — people helping
people to help themselves —
was coupled with the ideals of
community development.

Rebuilding housing stock,
improving job training pro-
grams and creating new op-
portunities through better
education became the focus
for NECAC and sister agen-
cies across the nation.

CAAs became the “testing
ground” for proposed social
service programs. Those that
were successful were picked
up and run by federal agen-

¥ NECAG Observing 60 Years

cies, with administrative op-
erations handled through
Community Action. The
move forced agencies such as
NECAC to once again adapt.

There had also been a
change in the structure of
boards that oversaw the agen-
cies. The concept of a tri-par-
tite board — with a public
elected official, civic interest
nominee and a low-income
representative — was imple-
mented.

In 1973, the name was
changed again to North East
Community Action Coalition,
which would remain in place
until North East Community
Action Corporation became
the title in 1980.

Others at the helm through
the early years included Larry
Fulham, Charles Thomas,
Conrad McMillan, Anthony
Liebig and Elliot Smith.

By bringing together the
diverse interests of its com-
munities, NECAC became
stronger. And little more than
a decade later, the tri-partite
concept would prove signifi-
cant when Congress again de-
cided changes were in order.

Next time: A new leader.

A Vandalia man is facing
multiple felony charges after
allegedly using his vehicle to
intentionally ram another car
occupied by two adults and a
child last week.

According to court docu-
ments and a probable cause
statement from the Missouri
State Highway Patrol, troop-
ers responded to a crash at ap-
proximately 6:47 p.m. on
Monday, April 15, at the in-
tersection of South Main and
East Woodlawn streets in
Vandalia. They found a red
Dodge Challenger with front-
end damage. The vehicle was
occupied by a man, a woman,
and a juvenile at the time of
the crash.

The investigation deter-

mined that the Challenger had
been struck by a white Ford
F-150 pickup, allegedly
driven by Joseph Dean Fis-
cher of Vandalia. Authorities
said Fischer fled the scene be-
fore law enforcement arrived.
The truck was later discov-
ered unoccupied on County
Road 437 in Pike County.

On the morning of April
16, troopers arrested Fischer
during a traffic stop while
canvassing the area. Accord-
ing to the probable cause
statement, Fischer admitted to
being the driver of the truck
and claimed he ingested three
grams of methamphetamine
as troopers initiated the stop.
He was taken into custody
and later transported to a hos-
pital.

Fischer has been charged

in Audrain County with three
counts of first-degree assault,
armed criminal action, tam-
pering with physical evi-
dence, and first-degree
stalking. Prosecutors allege
Fischer struck the victim's ve-
hicle deliberately and had
sent threatening communica-
tions and traveled to the vic-
tim’s location prior to the
incident.

Court records indicate Fis-
cher has a lengthy criminal
history involving assault,
stalking, resisting arrest, and
violations of protection or-
ders. He is currently being
held without bond. A court-
ordered mental evaluation is
underway, and a bond review
hearing is scheduled for April
24 in Audrain County Circuit

Court. All persons named are
innocent until proven guilty in

a court of law.

The Mule Man

Pike County Native Draws World Attention

By BRENT ENGEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Editor’s note: Following is

the first part in a story series
by contributing writer Brent
Engel.

In some ways, his person-
ality fit the disposition of the
animal which brought him
both acclaim and acrimony.

Luke Emerson once was
the Monarch of Missouri
Mules, and embodied the
rugged design, intellectual
prowess and resolute spirit for
which Pike County residents
were known worldwide.

Often quiet yet undeniably
commanding, Emerson had
other passions that would
sometimes get him into trou-
ble.

“He was one of those dar-
ing, dynamic personalities
that crop up very rarely,”
wrote author John Ashton.
“His admirers considered him
a real he-man — one to be es-
teemed for his forceful quali-
ties and his conventional,
spontaneous effusions of en-
ergy and enterprise, as well as
for his total disregard of what
his critics might think of his
actions.”

The gritty farm boy was
born in Buffalo Township
outside Louisiana on Sept. 10,
1860. He was only four
months old when his mother,
Catherine, died at age 45.

His father, Edward, made
sure Luke, his three brothers
and four sisters had “the ad-
vantages of a good education”
to set them on a course for
“the right discharge of the du-
ties of their future stations or
positions in life,” according to
“The History of Pike County,
Missouri” from 1883.

In 1867, Edward Emerson

paid the equivalent today of
more than $400 as a founding
member of the Agricultural
and Mechanical Society of
Pike County. The organiza-
tion sponsored fairs on a 10-
acre site at Ashley, with stalls
for 100 animals and a grand-
stand that could seat 3,000
people. The younger Emerson
got his first taste of showing
mules there.

A decade later, the
teenager took a huge business
leap and began importing
male donkeys, or “jacks.” The
first shipment of 40 came
from Spain. The idea was to
breed them with female
horses to produce mules that
could then be sold for a profit
in the United States and over-
seas.

Despite being a man of few
words, Emerson once ex-
plained his affinity for the
mule.

“It possesses the patience,
endurance and sure-footed-
ness of the jack, and the vigor,
strength and courage of the
horse,” he wrote. “It is easily
kept, very hardy, and no path
is too precipitous or mountain
trail too difficult for one with
its burden. The mule enjoys
comparative immunity from
disease, and lives to a great

age.”
He wasn’t the only fan.
Controversial  evolutionist

Charles Darwin called the
mule “a most surprising ani-
mal” and said that because it
seemed to “possess more rea-
son, memory, obstinacy, so-
cial affection, powers of
muscular endurance and
length of life than either of its
parents,” it indicated “that art
has here outdone nature.”
Emerson set up a large
mule operation near Ashley,

calling it “Jack Town” and
making sure that “the neces-
sities of life could be pur-
chased without going to
Bowling Green,” according to
the Missouri State Board of
Agriculture.

“Luke is doing an immense
business,” the Mexico Ledger
reported. “Intending pur-
chasers will meet with a cor-
dial reception here,” Rural
World magazine added.

Some neighbors were not
impressed. One publication
said the “leathern-lunged an-
imals” made “an appalling
chorus” daily.

All the braying only fat-
tened the pocketbook. While
most mules could be pur-
chased for what would today
be $2,500 to $3,500 each,
Emerson sold elite stock for
as much as $26,000 per ani-
mal.

“Pike beats the world for
fine jacks, especially the im-

ported variety,” the
Clarksville Sentinel said in
1893.

While deals were made
close to home, larger success
came in selling to brokers in
other countries. A pair of
jacks that went for $225 in
America could fetch $1,600
in Europe and Africa.

Rural World commended
Emerson and his team for
“climbing the hills and tramp-
ing the valleys of the Pyre-
nees and Catalonia in
selecting the choicest of the
Spanish product of jackdom.”

By 1895, newspapers were
calling Emerson “The Mule
King of Two Continents.”
The throne, however, would
not be devoid of trouble.

Next time: Murder or self-
defense?
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Louisiana Chamber Awards

More than 110 people attended the Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Annual Ban-
quet Thursday, April 10 at The Gatherings at 601 event center. Pictured are State
Rep. Chad Perkins, left, presenting a Missouri House resolution recognizing Don and
Sherry McCarty as Louisiana Citizens of the Year. KIFM Radio was named Chamber
Member of the Year and the Louisiana Community Betterment Award went to Russell
“Sonny” Stephens. Guest speaker was Luke Reed, director of legislative affairs for
the Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The evening included music from
MizzOkie Entertainment of Louisiana and magic from Master lllusionist Keith Jozsef
of St. Louis. The 2025 chamber board of directors was sworn in. President is Layne
Ebers; vice president, Brent Engel; treasurer, Diana Huckstep, secretary, Viki Cad-
wallader; and board members Tannis Sanders, Heather White, Dr. Tom Ward, Jeri
Smith and Edna Dolbeare. Executive director is Brook Patterson.

Photos By Brent Engel
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KJFM Rayo was named Louisiana Chamber of Com-
merce Member of the Year during the group’s annual
banquet April 10. Pictured, from left, are station person-
nel April Fronick, Tannis Sanders, Gordon Sanders and
Brenden Ince. At right is State Rep. Chad Perkins, a

broadcast veteran who still can be heard on KJIFM.

Who's got your
back-and your
back pocket?

Just ask our 40 million State Farm® customers.

With State Farm behind you, you can look forward to what's ahead. Like 97%
customer satisfaction with claims — plus discounts up to 35% *
GET TO A BETTER STATE." CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Nelcome Home!

Members of the Clarksville Garden Club recently re-installed the purple martin
houses on the riverfront in Clarksville. Purple martins will return to their nesting spots
each year as long as their living quarters are still there. Each year, Joe and Linda Prid-
geon, members of the Clarksville Garden Club, ensure that the Purple Martin houses
are put up in a timely fashion welcome home the purple martins. Joe and Linda also
give of their time to monitor the purple martin houses during the year, and then remove
them at the end of the season, so that they can be cleaned and readied for the next
year. Clarksville Garden Club is pleased to manage the purple martin houses for the
Clarksville community and others enjoyment. The Clarksville Garden Club is a member
of the Missouri Federated Garden Club. If you are interested in gardening, the club
offers an array of informational programs at each meeting. The club meets the 4th
Thursday of every month. Wanda Lucas is the current President. For more information
or to become a member, please contact Joe Pridgeon, treasurer at: 573-754-0243.
Clarksville Garden Club is always happy to welcome new members.

WE WELCOME YOUR LOCAL NEWS
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Natalie Griggsby - Country
Financial

Insurance Agent

* Home
* Auto

Cindy Blaylock, Agent
201 Georgia Street
Louisiana, MO 63353
Bus: 573-754-5575
www.cindyblaylockagency.com

statefarm.com®

1103159.1

Ramsey Dickerman, Agent
501 W Us Highway 54
Vandalia, MO 63382

Bus: 573-594-6409
www.ramseydickerman.com

oo StateFarm"

*Discounts may vary state to state. Based on a 2008 internal State Farm claims department national study.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

* Life
* Commercial

Paul A Schuchard, Agent
1210 S Business Highway 61
Bowling Green, MO 63334
Bus: 573-324-5534
www.mybowlinggreenagent.com

21 North Main Cross
Bowling Green, MO 63334
Office: 573-324-8505
Mobile: 573-213-1180

Experience More!

Luke Reed, director of legislative affairs for the Mis-
souri Chamber of Commerce and Industry, was the fea-
tured speaker at the Louisiana Chamber of Commerce
Annual Banquet Thursday, April 10. Reed discussed the
group’s legislative priorities for 2025, including child care
and Proposition A reform, and encouraged businesses
to reach out to his organization for help with business
advocacy.
TTH

Master lllusionist Keith Jozsef wowed the crowd at the
Louisiana Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet April
10 with a variety of card tricks and optical magic. He’s
pictured levitating a table with audience participant Han-
nah Williams.

THE PEOPLE'S TRIBUNE
The area’s only

This will be a Huge Auction-Come Prepared for Multiple Rings

Large Collection of Antiques<Collectibles® and Misc.
Large Collection of Crocks & Stoneware*Collection of Cast Iron

12-Anvils and 3 Cone Anvils from One Person Collection, Inclues Peter Wright-
Trenton-Acme-Arm & Hammer-and Mouse Hole

Large Amount of New Milwaukee & DeWalt Tools & Batteries
Large Amount of Equipment and Outside ltems, including a 17" Flat Bottom Seq
Mymph Boat w/48 Special Evenrude Motor-comes w/Halex Fish Finder & EvenA
rude Trolling Motor-have title;

New & Used Kayaks; Several Walk Behind Zero Turn Mowers*New Skid Steer &
Dingo Attachments+Load of Heavy Duty Fence Panelssfence Line Feeders* Reg-
Lular Feeder & Self Standing Corral Panels*Several Trailers;

Over 200 Lots of Silver & Gold Coins-lots of Key Date and Rare Coins*65 Guns
from a 1 Owner Collector-folks here are some beautiful guns-Lots of Marlin & WinA
chester Lever Action-if you are a Serious collector take a look here, they are al
hew or like new, about half of them have the original boxes, take a look.

For info, call Enos at 573-470-3660. You will not be disappointed by the|

Girod Family Auctions
LARGE SPRING AUCTION

Saturday, April 26, 2025, 9 am
420 Hwy 161, Middletown, MO 63359

locally-owned & operated
newspaper!

guality at this auction. If you want a complete list, call or write to Girod Fam-
ly Auctions, 420 Hwy 161, Middletown, Mo. 63359, or check AuctionZip, |0}
9777 for photos and a complete list.




Community News
From The Mayor’s Desk...

Thanks to all who participated in the
Easter egg hunt in Bowling Green Park.
Thanks again, park board for all your ef-
forts in making this another BIG suc-

Cess.

Hope all had a nice Easter and cele-
brated the Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ from the dead, for the for-
giveness of our sins and life everlasting!
Volunteer
Week and Month are ap-
proaching, it is one of the
amazing aspects of Bowling
Green’s community personal-
ity. It is one of helping our
neighbors and especially
serving those who served in ©

As National

our Armed Forces.

BTW, there were some out-
standing displays of history [
and especially Bowling Green
and Pike County at the VFW
12.
Thanks to all those who had
displays and presentations. They were

History Day on April

very impressive!

Volunteers from the Men’s Ministry
put on a new deck for a single mom and
her daughter and the list could go on for
all those who have come to the rescue
doing good deeds for one another in
our wonderful town. These leads to the
promotion of Love Thy Neighbor pro-
gram where Second Baptist Church
and other volunteers from the area
work together to repair or replace struc-
tures on the outside of homeowner’s

houses.

For those who are not physically able
or cannot afford to make these exterior
repairs to their home, experienced and
knowledgeable volunteers will upgrade,
replace, or repair for free. There is no
charge for this program! This is a muIti-

denominational

ministry for Bowling Green residents.
This is an all-volunteer program de-

signed to show the love of Jesus and

construction-based

be His hands, feet, and mouth to help

JiM ARICO, MAYOR
City OF BOWLING GREEN

and love others. Forms for projects and
for volunteers are available on-line at
Love Thy Neighbor Bowling Green, at
the Second Baptist Church, and at local
Banks.

The projects will start on
June 15 and go through June
19. Now is the time to obtain
the forms either for house re-
pairs or volunteers, so if you
are interested, please sign up
now. Listen to KUFM or check
the our excellent newspapers
for more details.

I’'m so excited by all the
housing construction and new
businesses coming into Bowl-
ing Green. | am also excited
about all the plans your coun-
cil and alderpersons have in store for

improvements and upgrades for our

summer projects.

Yet, according to my survey results in
the papers, Bowling Green is still in
great need of apartments and a big
push for smaller homes. It corresponds
with a National movement where advo-
cates for smaller and more affordable
housing is occurring.

Bowling Green is on the cutting edge
of what’s happening nationally. People
are trying to save money, reduce waste,

fraud, and be a voice for change.

ized,

As our country still sems to be polar-
let's be a model for towns and
cities to come together in harmony and
cooperation to see great things accom-
plished! Show Me the Potential and
Possibilities of Bowling Green!

Rep. Chad Perkins

SAFEGUARDING THE
SANCTITY OF LIFE
This week, the Missouri
House passed HJR 73, a pro-
posed constitutional amend-

ment aimed at restoring
Missouri's commitment to pro-
tecting innocent life and up-
holding  parental  rights.
Introduced by Representative
Brian Seitz, HIR 73 seeks to
reverse the effects of Amend-
ment 3, a narrowly approved
measure from November 2024
that expanded abortion access
in our state.

Amendment 3 was subject
to a large amount of out-of-
state funding and voters were
left unaware of a vast amount
of language that was included
in the amendment. This initia-
tive would go back to be voted
on by the people of Missouri

and if passed would reinstate a
near-total abortion ban, allow-
ing exceptions only in cases of
rape, incest, medical emergen-
cies, or fatal fetal anomalies,
with a 12-week gestational
limit for the former two excep-
tions.
The resolution also pro-
hibits taxpayer-funded abor-
tions and bans gender
transition procedures for mi-
nors, aligning with existing
state law. This resolution re-
flects the values of Missouri
families by safeguarding life,
ensuring responsible use of
public funds, and protecting
children from irreversible
medical procedures.
PROMOTING PUBLIC SAFETY
This week, HB 225 passed
a vote of the Senate Commit-
tee on Transportation, Infra-
structure and Public Safety
Committee and now awaits
third reading in the Senate.
The bill aims to enhance
public safety by allowing the
chief law enforcement execu-
tive in any jurisdiction to re-
quest assistance from another
jurisdiction, including those
outside the state of Missouri.
This ensures that law en-
forcement agencies can collab-
orate  effectively  across
jurisdictional lines, providing
them with the flexibility to re-
spond swiftly to emergencies
and complex investigations.
By facilitating mutual aid
agreements, HB 225 strength-
ens our state's ability to protect

its citizens and uphold the rule
of law. Supporters argue that
the bill reinforces Missouri's
commitment to law and order
by empowering local authori-
ties with the necessary tools to
maintain public safety.
ENCOURAGING GROWTH IN
MISSOURI’S DISTRESSED
COMMUNITIES

This week, the Missouri
House passed HB 499, a for-
ward-looking economic devel-
opment bill aimed at creating
new opportunities in some of
the state’s most economically
challenged areas.

The bill establishes “earn-
ings tax opportunity zones,”
which align with federally de-
fined “distressed communi-
ties” and are designed to ease
the local earnings tax burden
for residents, workers, and
businesses operating within
these zones.

Starting Jan. 1, 2026 indi-
viduals who live or work in
one of these designated zones
will be exempt from paying
city earnings taxes on their
wages, salaries, commissions,
and other compensation.

Similarly, businesses and
corporations conducting activ-
ities in these zones will see
their net profits exempt from
city earnings taxes.

The goal is to incentivize
investment, job creation, and
economic activity in commu-
nities that have long struggled
with poverty and underdevel-
opment

Auxiliary To VFW Post 2173 Meets For April

The Auxiliary to VFW Post
2173 met on Thursday, April
10, at the Vandalia  Area
Fairgrounds.

President Victoria Shaw
called the 7 p.m., meeting
to order. Opening ceremonies
were observed.

The March meeting
minutes were approved as
read. The treasurer's report
was given and filed for re-
view. The audit report for Jan-
uary, February and March
2025 was given and accepted.

Officers for the 2025-26
year were elected or ap-
pointed as follows: President

Victoria Shaw; Senior Vice
President Val Galloway; Jun-
ior Vice President; Wanda
Winders;  Secretary, Joy
Davis; Treasurer Judy Hull;
Chaplain Lionel Shaw; Con-
ductress Ruth Miller; Guard
Ruth Miller; Historian June
Willis; Patriotic Instructor,
June Willis; Trustee #3 Lloyd
Shaw; Color Bearer #1 June
Willis; Color Bearer #2 Val
Galloway.

The Charter was draped
in memory of Carolyn
“Carrie” Williams by Pres-
ident Victoria Shaw with the

traditional ceremony to fol-
low.

Closing ceremonies were
observed and the meeting was
adjourned.

The five members attend-
ing were J.C. Davis, Val

Galloway, Judy Hull, Li-
onel Shaw, and Victoria
Shaw.

The next scheduled auxil-
iary meeting is Thursday,
May 8 at the Vandalia Area
Fairgrounds. The time of the
meeting will be 7 p.m. All
members are encouraged to
attend.

April is National Garden
Month, and April 20-26 is Na-
tional Volunteer Week. In
Missouri, almost 3,000 volun-
teer Extension Master Gar-
deners donate their time and
expertise to advance the pro-
gram’s mission of “helping
others learn to grow.”

“Volunteers in the Missouri
Extension Master Gardener
program are passionate about
gardening, and their willing-
ness to share their knowledge
with others is phenomenal,”
says Debi Kelly, state coordi-
nator for the University of
Missouri Extension Master

Gardener program. “They are
truly a great group of people.

Through workshops, hot-
lines, speakers bureaus, gar-
den show booths and
demonstration projects, Mas-
ter Gardeners provide garden-
ing information to thousands
of Missourians each year.
Their dedication has an esti-
mated economic impact of
more than $5 million annu-
ally, Kelly said.

To find out how volunteer
MU Extension Master Gar-
deners share unbiased, re-
search-based  horticultural

information in your commu-
nities, contact Debi Kelly at
573-445-9792 or
kellyd@missouri.edu.

Additional contacts

Cindy  Besch-Williford,
chair of the Heart of Missouri
Master Gardener Chapter,
willifordc@rocketmail.com,
573-239-9991.

Jan Ivey, demonstration
garden chair, Heart of Mis-
souri Master Gardener Chap-
ter, ivey@missouri.edu,
573-289-9632.

Learn more about the pro-
gram at
http://mg.missouri.edu.

Pike To PI

y Wyvetta Davis
1-217-320-8438

Saturday, April 26, there
will be a band (part of The
Big River Band and a couple
other singers) at the Pike
County Senior Center with
the show from 6:30-9 p.m.
No admission charge. There
is to be a 50/50 drawing,
some other drawings, a con-
cession stand offering good
snacks at reasonable prices,
and most of all good music.
Come on out for a good
evening.

Birthdays and anniver-
saries for the week of April
23-29, 2025.

April 23 - Tina Lovelace

April 25 - Mike Devine

April 27 - Whitney Mc-
Donald

Prayer Requests for This

Week: America and the peo-
ple of America to all turn
back to God, continued heal-
ing for Connie Garner, Eric
Morris and Nic Carter, Janet
and Roger Bonnett, and un-
spoken prayer requests.

Trivia Answers from Last
Week:

1. How many prisoners
were crucified with Jesus?
(two prisoners)

2. As soon as Jesus died on
the cross, what important
thing in the temple was torn
into? (the veil of the temple)

3. Whose new tomb was
Jesus' body laid in? (the tomb
belonged to Joseph of Ari-
mathaea).

Easter guests at the home
of Patty and Larry Manker
were: Kevin Manard and
Jean Jones; Mitch and Euge-
nia Lyons; Robert and Kathy
Manard, Amber, Andrea, and
Addilyn; Clarissa Manard and
Monty  Ramsey; Judy
Schlieper; Marlene Craig; and
Dawnyetta Manard and Ben
Westfall and Charlene. They
all enjoyed a delicious
potluck lunch and played
games and the girls had fun at
an Easter egg hunt.

Jamie and I attended Easter
Sunday services at Ramsey
Creek Baptist Church in
Clarksville, Missouri, with
Jamie's son, daughter-in-law,

and granddaughter James,
Amanda, and Shayla Niffen.
Afterwards, they invited us to
their home in Annada for
Sunday dinner. Others in at-
tendance were Wanda Brown,
Amanda's  mother, and
Amanda's brother Aaron
Brown of Louisiana, Mis-
souri. Enjoyed the delicious
meal as well as all the visit-
ing.

You all missed a good
show at the Cardinal Inn Fri-
day evening, April 18, with
the Big River Band. It's kind
of a shame that the Big River
Band is there only once a
month and Bingo is going on
every Friday night. I'm all for
Bingo but when a good local
band is there only one Friday
night a month, it would be
nice to show more support.
There's my rant for the week.
And if you are complaining
about the sound being too
loud, my suggestion is sit
back a few rows. People in
the back said it sounded fine
and that they could finally
hear it.

Single Seniors is still going
on their once a month "meet,
eat, and greet" excursions,
and it's never too late to join.
Just call me with questions
and if interested at 1-217-
320-8438.

Gase Of Measles Confirmed In MO Traveler

The Missouri Department
of Health and Senior Services
(DHSS) is announcing a con-
firmed case of measles in a
visitor of Taney County asso-
ciated with recent interna-
tional travel.

The case is in a child
whose vaccination status has
not yet been verified. There is
no indication of widespread
exposure as this person was
diagnosed soon after arrival to
Taney County. Exposure is
believed to be limited, and
known contacts have been
identified and contacted.
DHSS is supporting the Taney
County Health Department in
the disease investigation and
advising individuals with pos-
sible exposure. This is the
first confirmed measles case
detected in Missouri this year.

Measles is a highly conta-
gious viral illness that typi-
cally begins with fever,
cough, runny nose and red
and watery eyes. Symptoms
appear 7-14 days after contact
with the virus. Tiny white
spots may appear inside the
mouth 2-3 days after symp-
toms begin. Measles rash ap-
pears 3 to 5 days after the first
symptoms. It usually begins
as flat red spots that appear on
the face at the hairline. They
then spread downward to the
neck, trunk, arms, legs and
feet. Measles can cause se-
vere health complications, in-
cluding pneumonia,

encephalitis (inflammation of
the brain) and death. Measles
can be transmitted by direct
contact with infectious
droplets or by airborne spread
when an infected person
breathes, coughs or sneezes.
The virus can remain infec-
tious in the air and on surfaces
for up to 2 hours after an in-
fected person leaves an area.
People who are infected will
begin to have symptoms on
average 1-2 weeks after being
exposed to a person with
measles.

People who think they
have measles or may have
been exposed to measles
should isolate themselves and
call their health care provider
before arriving to be tested. It
is important to let the provider
know that the patient may
have measles and to get in-
structions on how to come to
the office for diagnosis with-
out exposing other people to
the virus.

The best way to prevent
getting sick is to be immu-
nized with two doses of a
measles-containing vaccine,
which is primarily adminis-
tered as the combination
measles-mumps-rubella  or
MMR vaccine. Two doses of
the MMR vaccine prevent
more than 97 percent of
measles infections. A small
number of vaccinated people
can occasionally develop
measles. In these cases, the

Learn About Turties
InVirtual Program

Turtles are a long-time and fas-
cinating resident of Missouri’s out-
door world.

People can get information
about the species of turtles that re-
side in Missouri at the Missouri
Department of  Conservation
(MDC) virtual program “Amphib-
ians and Reptiles: Turtles,” April
29. This free online program,
which is being put on by the staff
at MDC’s Springfield Conserva-
tion Nature Center, will be 6-7 p.m.
People can register at: https://mdc-
event-web.s3licensing.com/
Event/EventDetails/206894

At the April 29 program, MDC
Naturalist Morgan Wyatt will dis-
cuss the variety of species of turtles
found in Missouri and how they’ve
been able to be part of our outdoors
world for approximately 200 mil-
lion years. Wyatt will also discuss
what people can do to be sure these
remarkable reptiles continue to be
a part of Missouri’s outdoors.

Though this program is free,
registration is required to partici-
pate. Use the link above. Regis-
trants must provide an e-mail, so a
program link can be sent to them.
This program will include a chat-
based question-and-answer period
where participants can interact with
the presenters.

MDC’s Springfield Conserva-
tion Nature Center is located in
southeast Springfield at 4601 S.
Nature Center Way. People can
stay informed about upcoming pro-
grams at the nature center by sign-
ing up for text alerts and e-mail
bulletins. People who have ques-
tions about how to sign up for text
alerts from the nature center can
call 417-888-4237.

Staff at MDC facilities across
the state are holding virtual and in-
person programs. A listing of these
programs can be found at
mdc.mo.gov/events.

Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610 and Auxiliary

symptoms are generally
milder, and they are less
likely to have severe disease
symptoms and spread the
virus to other people. DHSS
and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention rec-
ommend children receive one
dose of MMR at 12 to 15
months of age and another at
4 to 6 years. Unvaccinated
adults can also receive “catch-
up” MMR vaccination. Chil-
dren too young to be
vaccinated are more likely to
have severe complications if
they get infected with the
measles virus. However, each
MMR dose lowers the risk of
infection and the severity of
illness if infected.

“For those unvaccinated or
those unsure of their vaccina-
tion status, now is the time to
review records and get caught
up if needed,” said Dr. George
Turabelidze, state epidemiol-
ogist with DHSS.

Health care providers can
find recommendations for in-
fection control and diagnostic
testing in the health alert is-
sued on March 7. Providers
should report any suspected
cases to their local health de-
partment immediately, prefer-
ably while the patient is still
with the provider.

More information about
measles and county-level

MMR vaccination rates can
be found at Health.Mo.Gov/
Measles.

participated and helped serve breakfast with the City Of
Paynesville on Saturday, April 12 for the Side By Side
Poker Run sponsored by the Grow With Eolia, held for
the Honor Flight, it was a successful event. Pictured are
VFW Commander Herbert Everett, Auxiliary President
Mary Tarpein, Paynesville Mayor Joanne Hammuck, Di-
anne Gardner, city treasurer, LaMont Davis, city secre-
tary with his daughter Harmonie. Not pictured Carolyn
Everett who is a member of the VFW Auxiliary.

Digestive prohlems?

No Energy?

L. Shane Hart D.C.
Serving the
region

for 32 years

Being healthy and staying healthy
is really QUITE SIMPLE!

Call today - 973-324-222%
300 W. Main
Bowling Green

ent
tiles
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Mildred “June” Hill, 89, of
Louisiana died Saturday,
April 12, 2025.

Bibb-Veach Funeral
Homes and Crematory of
Bowling Green is handling
the cremation rites.

A Celebration of Life will
be held at a later date.

June was born June 23,
1935, in Martinsburg, Ill., to
Carlos and Lilly Foseter Rod-
house. She was united in mar-
riage to James Emerson
DeCamp. Six children were
born to this union. James pre-
ceded June in death in 2004.
June later married Wayne
Russell Hill. Wayne also pre-
ceded her in death.

June grew up in Pleasant
Hill, I1l., and attended Pleas-
ant Hill R-3 Schools. After
school, June went to work as
a cook at Duvall’s Restaurant
in Clarksville. She later pur-
chased and operated Deano’s
Pizza in Louisiana until her
retirement.

She was very artistic and
loved painting. She also en-
joyed crocheting. Her pets
were family and she ab-
solutely adored them. There
wasn’t much June couldn’t
do. She loved music and
played the guitar and organ.
June loved to be outdoors and
enjoyed camping and fishing.
She never met a stranger and
would open her house to any
child in need. June was a car-
ing and giving person who
will lovingly be remembered
by all who knew her.

June is survived by her
children, Rhonda Branham of
Louisiana, Bob DeCamp and
wife, Sandy of Clarksville,
Daryl DeCamp, son of Jesse
L. Pruitt and wife, Audra of
Pittsfield, I11., Roger DeCamp
and Randy of Fort Madison,
I11., Jamie DeCamp and wife,
Tina of Effingham, Ill., and
Lyndel DeCamp and wife,
Carol of Oregon; many
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren; daughter-in-
law, Susan; and many nieces,
nephews, and extended fam-
ily.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; husbands;
children, Ronald Lee De-
Camp and Jerry Dale De-
Camp; brothers, Paul, Lee,
Gene, and Frank Rodhouse;
sisters, Elsie Capps, Gloria
Norton, and Helen Rodhouse;
son-in-law, Donnie Braham;
and daughter-in-law, Peggy
DeCamp.

Memorials may be made to
the family.

Oliver L. Ziemann Sr.,
101, of Elsberry died Tues-
day, April 8, 2025.

Visitation was Friday,
April 11 from 4-8 p.m., at
McCoy-Blossom  Funeral
Homes & Crematory in Troy.

Funeral services were Sat-
urday at 10 a.m., also at the
funeral home. The Rev. Dr.
Jeff Moore officiated. Inter-
ment followed in the Troy
City Cemetery.

He was born on the 4th of
July, 1923 in St. Louis, the
child of Fred and Katherine
Schantz Ziemann. Oliver was
always a very hard worker
and grew up on the family
farm. In 1941, he married the
love of his life, Delena Smith,
and the rest is history. To-
gether the happy couple were
blessed with two children,
Oliver and Shirley.

He provided well for his
family by working as a car-
penter which he truly en-
joyed. When he wasn’t
working he would spend time
hunting, being outside and
just appreciating nature.

Up until his passing he re-
mained very active. Every
day he would drive his Kub-
ota up to the mailbox to get
his mail. And in the summer
he would ride his riding lawn
mower cutting the yard.
Oliver was always a go-getter
and his word was his bond.
He will be remembered lov-
ingly by all those who knew
him.

He is survived by a son,
Oliver and his wife, Sharon of
Moscow Mills, and daughter,
Shirley Maichin and husband,

Raymond of Troy; five sis-
ters, Sis Kraichely of St.
Charles, Doris Hermsmeyer
of Troy, Charlotte Hoeferlin
and husband, Elmer of St. Pe-
ters, Linda Fruend and hus-
band, Harry of Troy, Erma
Chapman and husband Ed of
Foley; many grandchildren;
great-grandchildren; and one
great-great-grandchild;  as
well as many other relatives
and friends.

Oliver was preceded in
death by his parents, his wife,
Delena Ziemann, one brother,
Earl Ziemann, a sister, Evelyn
Ellis, and one grandson, Jef-
frey Maichin.

Memorial donations may
be made to the Trinity
Lutheran Church, c/o the fu-
neral home.

Friends and family are in-
vited to visit our website and
sign the online guest register.
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Earl Wayne
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Smitty’ Smith

Earl Wayne “Smitty”
Smith, 85, of Bowling Green
died peacefully Friday, April
18, 2025, at Hannibal Re-
gional Hospital with immedi-
ate family members by his
side.

Funeral services for Earl
will be held Tuesday (today)
at 11 a.m., at Bibb-Veach Fu-
neral Homes and Crematory
in Bowling Green with Pastor
Rod Ayers officiating. Burial
with full military honors will
be at Green Lawn Cemetery.

Visitation will be Tuesday
(today) from 10 a.m., until the
time of services at the funeral
home.

Earl was born June 11,
1939, in Vandalia to Walter
Clark and Dorothy Miller
Smith. He was united in mar-
riage to Martha Ann Jennings
on Aug. 20, 1961, in Vandalia.
Martha survives.

Also surviving are daugh-
ter, Deanna Gillett and hus-
band, Blake of Shawnee,
Kan.; a brother, Terry Smith
of Vandalia; one sister-in-law,
Margaret Jennings of
Louisiana; brothers-in-law,
Floyd Jennings and wife,
Margie, and Wendell Jen-
nings and wife, Lori of Bowl-
ing Green; and many nieces,
nephews, and extended fam-
ily.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; and a brother,
Larry Smith.

Earl was raised in Estes.
He attended grade school in
Estes and was a 1957 gradu-
ate of Bowling Green High
School.

Following school, Earl
went to work for Abel’s at the
Standard Station in Bowling
Green until he was drafted in
1961. He served four years in
the United States Air Force
and two years in the Air Force
Reserves. He was honorably
discharged in 1967.

After returning from the
service, Earl began his long
career working in the auto
body industry. He built his
first shop where Meyer Im-
plement now sits. In the early
70s he moved his shop to its
current location by the Bowl-
ing Green City Park.

While Earl concentrated on
the exterior of the vehicles,
Martha took care of the inte-
rior. Earl also owned several
other businesses during his
lifetime, including owning the
Steak House, Laundromat
and Robo Car Wash in Bowl-
ing Green with business part-
ner and friend, Dennis
Allison. However, he always
returned to his first passion,
auto body repair work.

Earl enjoyed bowling and
belonged to leagues at Twin
City Bowl in Louisiana. Dur-
ing his bowling career, he
bowled two 300 games and a
299 game, placing him in the
Missouri Bowling Hall of
Fame.

He also enjoyed pitching
horseshoes and restoring cars.
Earl led the singing at Em-
manuel Baptist Church (now
Resurrection Church) for a
period of time and always en-
joyed praising the Lord for all
His blessings.

Earl would do anything to
help someone and always had
a smile and kind word for
everyone he met. Earl humbly
exhibited his deep and abid-
ing love for the Lord in all
that he did, not only through
his words, but in his actions

and deeds.

Pallbearers will be Clifford
Jennings, Adam Jennings,
Dennis  Allison, Ronnie
Henry, Steve Wiseman, and
Bill Bennett.

Memorials may be made to
the Alzheimer’s Association.
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Funeral services for Char-
lotte Ann Omer, 73, of Perry,
will be at 11 a.m., Tuesday
(today) at Bienhoff Funeral
Home in Perry with pastor
Bruce Guile officiating. Bur-
ial will follow in the Lick
Creek Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 10
a.m., until the time of the
service at the funeral home in
Perry.

Mrs. Omer died Friday,
April 18, 2025 at Monroe
Manor in Paris with her hus-
band by her side.

Charlotte was born Feb.
23, 1952 in Kirksville, the
daughter of Walter Edron and
Tillie Kathlene Skinner Sin-
gleton. She married Fred
Omer on May 21, 1994. He
survives.

Other survivors include her
siblings, Linda Beasley and
husband, Pete of Perry,
Ronald Singleton and wife,
Eileen of Louisiana, Tim Sin-
gleton, John Singleton and
wife, Sandy, and Lisa Koester
and husband, John, all of
Bowling Green; along with
several nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents.

Charlotte was a member of
Santa Fe Christian Church
and greatly enjoyed shopping
and building crafts, coloring,
decorating her home, watch-
ing old television shows, and
traveling with her husband,
Fred.

Pallbearers will be Dale
Beasley, Dean Beasley, Tim
Singleton, John Singleton,
Josh Moss, and Keith Majors.
Honorary pallbearers will be
Michelle Cupp, Ronnie Sin-
gleton, Lisa Koester, Linda
Beasley, Pete Beasley, and
Scott Leake.

Memorial  contributions
may be made to the Shriners
Hospital for Children or St.
Jude Children's Hospital, c/o
Bienhoff Funeral Home P.O.
Box 427 Perry, MO 63462.

Online condolences may
be made at www.bienhofffu-
neralhome.com.

Michael
Gililliand

Michael Gililliand, 62, of
Bowling Green died Thurs-
day, April 17, 2025.

A full obituary to follow.

A Celebration of Life to be
held in Fulton at a later date.

Family and friends may
sign the online guestbook @
www.mccoyblossomfh.com.

ATS Transit Offers
Transportation To
Rural Residents

ATS Transit is currently offering reg-
ular transportation services to rural resi-
dents of any age. To schedule a ride or to
inquire about services available in your
area, please call the OATS Transit office
at 660-415-0901 or 800-654-6287.

You can also visit our website at
www.oatstransit. org, where you can find
your local schedule by clicking on your
county under the “Bus Schedules” tab.
OATS Transit is available to the rural
general public of any age, including sen-
iors and individuals with disabilities.

Additionally, they contract with vari-
ous agencies to serve their clients. They
are also hiring drivers statewide, so please
share this opportunity with anyone you
know who would make an excellent
driver, allowing us to continue serving
our passengers. Our offices will be closed
and regular service will not be operating
on Monday, May 26 for Memorial Day.

MDC Reports 243 New Gases 0f
GWD Found During Past Year

The Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC) re-
ports it has confirmed 243
new cases of chronic wasting
disease (CWD) in Missouri
deer in 35 counties. Seven of
those counties had their first
CWD-positive case: Audrain,
Callaway, Lewis, Marion,
Miller, Morgan, and Texas.

The CWD-positive cases
were found through sampling
and testing of more than
36,000 deer during the past
deer-hunting season and post-
season targeted-removal ef-
forts with most cases being
from hunter-harvested deer
submitted for sampling.

Missouri has an estimated
population of more than 1.5
million white-tailed deer in
the state. CWD is a 100 per-
cent fatal disease in white-
tailed deer and other members
of the deer family. The dis-
ease has been attributed to
significant deer population
declines in other states and
threatens Missouri’s deer

—_

population, hunting culture,
and economy.

Most of the new CWD
positive cases were from the
more than 276,000 deer har-
vested during the 2024-2025
deer-hunting season.

MDC confirmed an addi-
tional 70 cases of CWD found
through its targeted-removal
efforts of 4,768 deer after the
close of the deer season in lo-
calized areas near where
CWD has been found.

“The goal of targeted re-
moval is to remove CWD-
positive deer and reduce deer
density in these localized
areas to slow the spread of
CWD and protect Missouri’s
deer herd,” explained MDC
Wildlife Health Program Su-
pervisor Deb Hudman. “Tar-
geted removal is a proven
method to slow the spread of
CWD and Missouri is one of
several states that uses it to
manage the disease.”

For more details on Post-
Season Targeted Removal,

visit mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

Those new cases bring the
total number of CWD posi-
tives found in the state to 815
over 46 counties since the
first positive CWD case was
found in wild deer by MDC in
early 2012.

Although the number of
CWD-positive counties in-
creased, Hudman noted that
CWD management efforts
have kept infection rates low.

“Less than 1% of samples
tested positive for CWD,”
said Hudman.

According to  MDC,
hunters and landowners are
critical partners in the fight
against CWD and can assist
the Department by continuing
to deer hunt, by participating
in CWD sampling, by follow-
ing regulations designed to
slow CWD spread, and by co-
operating with targeted re-
moval efforts. Learn more
about CWD at

mdc.mo.gov/cwd.
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Bethel AME Church of Paynesville held their annual banquet fashion show on Sat-
urday, April 12 at Clopton High School, with ladies of the church. Preparing and Serv-
ing the meal and assisting the ladies were Amy, Grace, and John Cooke along with
Shea Williamson. Attendance Prizes were Given. Vendors that attended were Simply
Chic Boutique, Nana Jan Crafts, and Gypsy Soul from Bowling Green as well as Cud-
dles and The Rocking Horse from Clarksville. Models from Cuddles, The Rocking
Horse and Gypsy Soul, were also on hand, also with Individual Models from St. Louis,
O'Fallon, Desoto, Louisiana, Paynesville and other models wearing their own fashions.
Entertainment for the evening were Marsha Mayfield, New London, Pastor Besong
Hung, Clarksville and Louisiana Methodist Church, Gary Richardson, Louisiana, and
Centennial UMC Choir from Elsberry. Narrator for the evening was sister Virginia
Starks of Louisiana. Pictured below are some of the Models and Store owners in at-
tendance for the event, it was a very enjoyable evening.

MO FFA State
Convention

FFA members from across the
state will meet in Columbia, April
23-25, 2025, at the 97th Missouri
FFA State Convention to honor fel-
low members for outstanding
achievements, conduct association
business, elect new officers and
participate in leadership work-
shops.

Dance with Opportunity is the
theme for this year's annual con-
vention, which is expected to at-
tract more than 8,000 students and
guests to the Hearnes Center on the
University of Missouri campus.

According to Missouri FFA Ad-
visor Keith Dietzschold, the state
association will present State FFA
Degrees to 1,088 members who, as
a result of their agricultural and
leadership achievements, have
qualified for the state's highest FFA
degree.

During the annual convention
the State Star Farmer, the State Star
in Agribusiness, the State Star in
Placement and the State Star in
Agriscience will be named. In ad-
dition, 519 FFA members will re-
ceive awards in 45 agricultural
proficiency areas for development
of their supervised agricultural ex-
perience program (SAE). The pro-
ficiency areas are varied and
include production, management
and communications disciplines.
SAE programs in Missouri genet-
ated more than $69 million in stu-
dent income.

FFA members will also partici-
pate in a number of organization
program areas, including career
and leadership development events
such as agricultural sales, floricul-
ture, livestock evaluation, and
speaking competitions.

The Missouri FFA Association
will recognize several adults and
groups for their support of agricul-
tural education and FFA. This year
25 Honorary State FFA Degrees
will be presented. An additional 16
honorary degrees will be given to
parents of the retiring Missouri
FFA State Officers.

Three FFA chapters will be
chartered during the Thursday af-
ternoon convention session. The
new chapters are Brashear, Launch
and Lawson.

National FFA President Thad-
deus Bergschneider from Franklin,
I11,, will address FFA members and
guests during the first general con-
vention  session  Wednesday
evening. Additionals details and
the convention program can be
found at https://convention.missou-
riffa.org

Dt Rate umbing, Sewer & Drain Semice

Gary Motley
CALL TODAY - 5713-330-8301

“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,
drain cleaning & service work”

als.

Gidd f Thanks

The family of Ralph John
Niemeyer would like to thank
everyone for their prayers, cards,
calls, flowers, food, and memori-

Markie, Susan,
Mike, Randy
and families

MCCOY-BLOSSOM
FUNERAL HOMES
& GREMATORY

Bowling Green
MODERN FACILITIES
AT AFFORDABLE COSTS -
COMPARE PRICES

SIMPLE CREMATION OR
TRADITIONAL -
CARING, FRIENDLY

STAFF

Fan-2-a110 or bhat-08-8044

& Mec

“Blossom

? FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY
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All classified ads are payable in advance. 40-cents per word, $4 minimum. Deadline: Monday at 11A.M.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES

GARAGE SALES

Multi-Family In-
door Sale - 520
Kelly Lane in
Louisiana  Friday,
7a.m.-?. Lots of
women's name
brand shoes,

women’s/men’s/kid
clothes, all sizes,
home decor, holiday
decor, office sup-
plies. Too much to
name!

Garage Sale - 504

S. Penn, B.G,
Wednesday & Tuyrs-
day, 8 a.m.-?.

MOBILE HOMES

USED DOU-
BLEWIDE -
DUTCH.  Amish

built in Indiana, ex-
cellent condition, 3
bed., 2 bath. FlI-
NANCING. Call for
info 573-249-3333,
marktwain mobile-
homes.com. (tf)

| BUY..... used

mobile homes. Call
or text 573-338-
6250 or emalil
GregS.CDH@out-
look.com. (tf)

FOR RENT

SELF-STORAGE
- In Vandalia. Units
in 3 sizes - 10x20,
10x10, and 8x10.
L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf)

MODERN MA-
TURITY BUILD-
ING - Vandalia -
Family reunion,
shower, birthday.
Call Art Wiser, 594-
3224, (tf)

USED  upright
freezer, $200. Van-
dalia Firestone, Ap-
pliance &
Furniture, 573-594-
6624.

ELECTRIC dryer,
$175. Vandalia
Firestone, Appli-
ance & Furniture,
573-594-6624.

REFURNISHED
COMPUTERS,
parts, accessories.
Call Geeky Hillbilly

Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf)
GOOD used

tires, passenger &
light truck, $15 &
up. Vandalia Fire-
stone & Appliance,
594-6624.

METAL ROOF-
ING. Wagler Met-
als: 21764 Pike
4009, Bowling
Green. (tf)

HYDRAULIC
rock clearing rake,
$1,500. 636-697-
8499. (tf)

NO HUNTING

NO TRESPASS-
ING OR HUNTING
on the propert{// of
Cherlyn Boots. Vi
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not
responsible for ac-
cidents on prop-
erty. (tf)

Scherder Autobodx LLC

Phone: 573.324.6023

Email: scherderqufobody@gmaﬂ.com

16637 Pike 318
Bowling Green, MO 63334

5.4 miles from St. Clement on Hwy J

(call for directions if needed)

- Collision repair
- Insurance work welcome
- Free estimates

- Pick up and delivery

We're your Shield.
We're your Shelter.

Bowling Green
573-324-2446

Louisiana
573-754-3453

610 W Hwy 54
Vandalia
573-594-2235

Brent Branstetter
740 S Bus Hwy 61, Ste A

BBranstetter@Shelterinsurance.com

* Ashley Jenkins

3404 Georgia St.
TJenkins@ShelterInsurance.com

Frank Wallace

FEWallace@ShelterInsurance.com

RICK’S LAWN
EQUIPMENT &
GOLF CARTS -
Sales, service, and
parts. Used golf
cars and mowers.
Hwy. 54 West,
Louisiana, MO
63353, 573-754-
5055. (tf)

GEEKY  HILL-
BILLY COM-
P U T E R
SERVICES LLC -
B.G. computer re-
pair & recycling,
573-324-7176,
573-567-6164. (tf)

B&J SEPTIC
PUMPING - Com-
mercial or residen-
tial, septic pumping
& repair, sewer
augering & repair,
grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty

rentals. Butch
Menne, 573-384-
5536.

Farm Equipment
Will Pick Up

BROWN'’S SEP-

TIC PUMPING
Commercial or res-
idential, portable
toilet rental, job
sites, special
events, auctions.
Brown’s Septic
Pumping, 206
Brown Lane,
Louisiana, 754-
5812. (tf)

NAME DOILIES -
Hand crocheted by
Ann Hecox. Make
great personal
gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@
gmail.com. (tf)

Community
Calendar...

Submit upcoming events
by calling 324-6111
or e-mail to:
peoplestribune@
shcglobal.net

On April 24: There will
be a meeting of the Board of
Trustees of the Pike County
Health Department, Home
Health and Hospice Agency
at 8:30 a.m., in the confer-
ence room at 1 Healthcare
Place, Bowling Green.

JAY HURD

TREE SERVICE

485-2332 or

573-470-1929
FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED -
BONDED - INSURED _
1.S.A. Certified Arhorist
On Staff

Now accepting most
major credit cards

PLUMBING SERVICES

Our Services:

e Sewer Camera Inspections
e New Construction
e Tankless Heater

Installations

e Sales & Service

@ 573-719-9474

mingramplumbing@gmail.com

@ 18080 Bluebonnet Lane, Bowling Green, Missouri

O N E STOP to handle your insurance...

auto, home, life, farm, business

SHELTER

INSURANCE

ShelterInsurance.com

MO Ag Hall 0f Fame Inducts
Six Memhers To Hall 0f Fame

Six agricultural innovators were
celebrated at the 2025 Missouri Agri-
cultural Hall of Fame ceremony on
Tuesday, April 8 at the Capital Bluffs
Event Center in Jefferson City. The
2025 inductees, recognized for their
outstanding contributions to Missouri
agriculture, are:

Dave Baker — Former MU Exten-
sion State Agricultural Safety Spe-
cialist and Missouri Department of
Agriculture leader who brought a
new approach for safety culture to the
Midwest and led multiple initiatives
through University of Missouri Ex-
tension and the Missouri Department
of Agriculture.

Richard Kampeter & Gary Schell
— Co-founders of Diamond Pet Food
Co., which grew from humble begin-
nings in Meta, Mo., to the world’s
fourth-largest pet food manufacturer,
always emphasizing family values
and Missouri-sourced ingredients.

Lowell Mohler — A lifelong leader
in Missouri agriculture, from Mis-
souri Farm Bureau to Director of
Agriculture, and champion of conser-
vation and the University of Mis-
souri, leaving a legacy of agricultural
leadership and support for youth pro-
grams and the Missouri State Fair.

Mike Parson — Missouri’s 57th
Governor, a third-generation farmer
and U.S. Army veteran, who ad-
vanced agriculture through empha-
sizing its value to the state and
supporting economic growth through
infrastructure investments like the
$2.8 billion I-70 expansion and work-
force development initiatives that
created thousands of new jobs.

Eddie Sydenstricker — A transfor-
mative figure in cattle genetics and
the farm equipment business, grow-
ing an industry- leadlng local then re-

gional John Deere dealership and de-
livering advances in Angus perform-
ance genetics nationwide.

Governor Mike Kehoe met with
the honorees during a private recep-
tion at the Missouri Governor’s Man-
sion before addressing the 425
industry leaders gathered for the in-
duction ceremony.

“These six individuals represent
the heart and soul of Missouri agri-
culture—hardworking  innovators
who have built legacies that
strengthen our state’s economy and
communities,” Governor Kehoe said.

Established in 2023, the Missouri
Agricultural Hall of Fame honors
farmers, ranchers, and agribusiness
leaders for their exceptional impact
on the state’s agricultural landscape.
Inductees are selected by a commit-
tee and celebrated annually. Each re-
cipient received a custom sculpture
by Missouri artist Clay Gant of
“Cowboy Bronze” in Cross Timbers,
featuring a beef bull, wheat, and
corn—symbolizing the power and di-
versity of Missouri agriculture.

The celebration is hosted by the
Missouri State Fair Foundation and
the Missouri

Department of Agriculture with
MFA Incorporated and MFA Oil
serving as presenting sponsors. Addi-
tional support is provided from key
partners including ADM, Allstate
Consultants LLC., Missouri Electric
Cooperatives, Dairy Farmers of
America, CFM Insurance, Central
Missouri AGRIService, Kinetic De-
sign + Development, Nabholz, and
Missouri State University Founda-
tion.

For more information, visit the
Missouri State Fair Foundation at
www.mostatefairfoundation. net

= Tooits roenhos

Kropf's GI’BBIIMIISG
43431 Audrain Rd. 632 * Vandalia

573-594-6885

% Hanging Baskets - Vegetable Plants *
Bedding Plants - Roses

[_: | OPEN: Mon.-Sat. 8:30-6

. CLOSED Sundays .
Closed Ascension Day (May 29)

[EST. 1905

/I.aCrosse\

A STEP AHEAD

DOUBLE-H
@H@ES‘

HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

| Hickerson Shoe Repair

116 N. Court - Bowling Green
573-470-3413

Stock #T4207B 2020 Ford Explorer ST,k
Exterior Color Agate Black Metallic, Inte-
rior Color, Ebony, 4 WD, 52,541 mikles,
18/24 MPG City/Hwy., Automatic

Poage Ford
573-324-5130

1110 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. « Bowling Green, MO

Shop 24 hours at
www.poageford.com

 $33625




SPECIAL FINANCING IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE!

LLONNYC wR}

BUDGET 1005 of tems

FURNITURE & MATTRESS lnS_tockf0f
Immediate Delivery

or Pick Up!

: ALE

ALL RED TAGGED ITEMS ARE AN

EXTRA 2D

Look for Red Tagged Items in Store! | |

= G

. : . — Matching Reclining
Reclining Sofa e == S @we.. = i Console Loveseat
Why Pay *1599 | Sale $959 e Jul : i ¥ Why Pay #1599 Sale $959

REDTAC $ g ‘W < & roTAG $
SALE PRICE === e . S - SALE PRICE
ALL DISCOUNTS &4PPLIED : S e N A - 5 ALL DISCOUNTS APPLIED

' Qu:en Led

"I Why Pay *799 | Sale $479

L5 $269

#AL DISCOUNTS APPLIED

5 Pc. Counter
Height Dining Set

Why Pay *1549 | Sale $929

BRI
5699

ALL DISCOUNTS APPLIED

(i

Setincludes counter height
table and 4 barstools.

Provision Plush or Firm

Sualy Queen Mattress

Why Pay #1149 | Sale $689

wossrsl RED TAG

ALL DISCOUNTS APPLIED

ALL SIZES ON SALE

b

resronpg Foreos o

Reclining Sectional
Why Pay #3709 | Sale $2229

181099

ALL DISCOUNTS APPLIED

T W e iy iy B e S
- - =, = -

R T e

W
(i

ROYAL
} KF:“’U‘A\ I
8]
: Rocker
Recliner Recli
Why Pay 5799 ec |r|$er
Sale $479 Why Pay #1199

269

ALL DISCOUNTS
APPLIED

FREE DELIVERY!
3399 FREE SETUP!

ALL DISCOUNTS

FREE REMOVAL!

The in Missouri!
' 1005 E. Champ Clark Dr. Mon. - Fri. 9am to 5:30pm

Bowling Green, MO 63334  Sat. 9am to 4pm
B U D G E I (573) 324-3355 Sun. CLOSED
FURNITURE & MATTRESS HowardsBudgetFurnitureandMattress.com [E3

*Special Financing Available. Restrictions Apply. See store for details.

'Pricing in advertisement reflects all discounts applied. Offers cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount except those in this ad. Offers exclude
previous purchases, Hot Buys, Clearance ltems and any products for which the manufacturer sets a minimum selling price like Tempur-Pedic® and Stressless® by
Ekornes®, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery, and service charge. Although every precaution was taken, errors may occur in print or digital
format. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. See store for details. Offer Expires 5/5/25. © 2025 Knorr Marketing HOFU-1636 4/25
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