
BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Editor’s note: Following is 
the second part of a story series 
by contributing writer Brent 
Engel. 

Naked and bleeding, Simon 
Branstetter knew survival de-
pended upon determination and 
luck. 

The 23-year-old Pike 
County native and Union Army 
sergeant had been shot through 
the chest, stripped of all but a 
shirt and left for dead by Con-
federate bushwhackers near 
Doniphan during Sterling 
Price’s invasion of September 
1864. 

Branstetter remained as still 
as he could for an hour after the 
rebels galloped off. He made 
sure no one was around, then 
managed to get up and stagger 
away. 

“I walked about a mile over 
hills and ravines in the dense 
woods, by which time I found 
that my feet were so cut from 
the sharp flints on the ground 
that I could proceed no farther 
without some protection,” 
Branstetter wrote in his diary. 

Tearing the blood-soaked 
shirt, Branstetter tied one half 
around his right foot and the 
other around his left. The wrap-
pings “continued to come off 
from time to time – as I could 
not tie them securely – but I put 
them on again to the best of my 
ability each time they came off, 
and in this manner walked 
through the woods stark naked 
except for the coverings on my 
feet.” 

As morning gave way to af-
ternoon, Branstetter realized he 
would need shelter for what 
promised to be a cold fall night. 
A livestock path led to a farm, 
which he approached cau-
tiously. Branstetter concealed 

himself behind a fence and 
shouted for the man of the 
house. Instead, a young girl 
came out. 

“She did not notice my con-
dition or lack of clothes at all, 
but at once began making the 
usual excuses given by women 
and children in that part of the 
country when anyone called for 
the man of the house,” he said. 
“She said ‘Oh, my papa has 
never been away from home at 
all. He had staid right here all 
the time.’” 

The girl went back inside 
and a man quickly came out. 
With rebels swirling around, 
many Union soldiers in such 
circumstances likely would 
have lied about their identity. 
Branstetter told the truth, and 
begged to be shown into the 
house. It turns out the man was 
Butler County Judge E.C. 
Scott, a Confederate sympa-
thizer who nonetheless took the 
sergeant in. 

 
A doctor who lived a half-

mile away refused to treat a 
Union soldier, so Scott and a 
relative who was staying with 
the family put a wet compress 
on Branstetter’s chest and “sat 
up with me nearly the whole 
night.” They “continued to 
bathe the wound on my breast, 
frequently wetting it with cold 
water.” Branstetter called Scott 
a “good Samaritan who was 
kindly taking the first steps to-
ward saving my life.” 

The next morning, breakfast 
was “the first nourishment I 
had taken since I was shot and 
left for dead” 24 hours earlier. 
The moment of relief was 
quickly replaced with dread. 
Confederate Gen. James Flem-
ing Fagan’s division of Price’s 
army marched by the Scott 
farm. 

For his own protection, the 
judge felt obliged to tell the 
Confederates about Branstetter, 
but helped spare his life by ad-
vising “to appear just as nearly 
dead as I could in order that 
some sympathy might be ex-
cited in the minds or hearts” of 
the rebels. 

“Many of them cursed me 
and abused me vilely, and some 
of them suggested to Judge 
Scott that he carry me outside 
and let them shoot me and fin-
ish the job, but he declined to 
do this, saying that I might lie 
in his house and die where I 
was.” 

The Confederates were cu-
rious, with a steady stream 
walking through the house all 
day to get a look. They likely 
had not seen many Union sol-
diers who had been shot and 
lived. 

Col. Lauchlan MacLean of 
Price’s staff was sent to the 
farm after Branstetter requested 
a parole. A Scottish native and 
civil engineer who would be 
stabbed to death two months 
later by one of his own men in 
an argument over Christmas 
leave, the 44-year-old Mac-
Lean was naturally skeptical. 

The colonel “questioned me 
closely as to who I was, what 
was my rank, where I was shot, 
etcetera,” Branstetter recalled. 
“And then, after roundly abus-
ing me, said he would give me 
a parole, but, having no printed 
blanks where he could easily 
reach them, he gave me a 
written parole as a prisoner of 
war, which I kept some days 
for my protection.” 

Things were looking 
brighter, but Branstetter was 
still a long way from home. 

 
Next time: Cornbread and 

convalescence.

A Shot And Stripped 
Wounded Man Survives Naked Trek During Civil War
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Clopton FFA Receives $20,361 Grant
The Missouri FFA Founda-

tion is awarding a $20,361.20 
to the agriculture education 
program at Pike County R-III 
School District (Clopton High 
School).   

This award is a part of a 
grant program—Horizon and 
Rising Sun Grants—that the 
foundation created to help ad-
dress critical gaps in agricul-
ture education across 
Missouri. “Since the Missouri 
FFA Foundation formed four 
years ago, we’ve consistently 
heard from our teachers that 
there’s a significant unmet 
need for facilities, equipment, 
machinery, and other high-
cost items,” Heather Dimitt-
Fletcher, Executive Director 
of the Missouri FFA Founda-
tion shared.  

Made possible through an 
investment from the State of 
Missouri’s Department of Ag-
riculture, the Horizon Grant 
supports expansion or up-
grades to existing ag educa-
tion programs, while the 
Rising Sun Grant helps launch 
new programs and certificate 
offerings.  

Dimitt-Fletcher empha-
sized that schools can leverage 
these funds alongside local 

community support to better 
meet student and program 
needs.  At Clopton High 
School the grant will be used 
to enhance the existing Clop-
ton Agricultural Education 
Department greenhouse pro-
gram by reworking it to im-
plement more student-led 
learning and hands-on skill 
building. This revised ap-
proach includes an updated 
plant science curriculum, ex-
panded greenhouse plant pro-
duction, and the integration of 
a point-of-sale system to sup-
port real-world business ex-
perience.  

The current facility will be 
transformed into a Student-
Run Production Greenhouse 
and Plant and Soil Agriscience 
Lab to enhance experiential 
learning in horticulture, agro-
nomy, crop science, soil 
science, and agribusiness.  

This project offers valuable 
resource opportunities and 
will utilize the school’s exist-
ing infrastructure. With tar-
geted updates, new 
equipment, and revised curri-
culum and supplies, the pro-
gram will become a robust, 
career-focused learning envi-
ronment.  Kaylee Conderman, 

the agriculture education 
teacher at Clopton High 
School said, "The support 
from this grant means the 
world to our growing ag pro-
gram. As student interest con-
tinues to rise, we want to 
make sure we’re meeting their 
needs with meaningful, hands-
on learning opportunities. 
This funding allows us to re-
imagine our greenhouse into a 
student-led learning space—
where they can explore plant 
science, agribusiness, and so 
much more. It’s more than just 
equipment and curriculum—
it’s about giving students the 
chance to discover their pas-
sions and prepare for future 
careers in agriculture." ###  

Missouri FFA Foundation 
The Missouri FFA Foundation 
secures strategic partnerships 
and the financial resources to 
enhance, strengthen, and sup-
port the educational and lead-
ership opportunities that 
promote premier leadership, 
personal growth, and career 
success for Missourians in 
Agricultural Education. As a 
501c3 nonprofit organization, 
the foundation is governed by 
a board of directors. www. 
missouriffa.org/foundation  

Twin Pike Family YMCA 
Adds Slide, Bubbles

The Twin Pike Family 
YMCA, Louisiana, has 
added a new Kool Splash 
Slide to the Aquatics De-
partment for use on special 
occasions.   

The Kool Splash Slide 
was recently tested by 
members of the Twin Pike 
Torpedoes swim team.  This 
slide will be used by the 
public for the first time at 
the first annual Back-to-
School Pool Party Saturday, 
August 9.   The Twin Pike 
Family YMCA and the Buf-
falo Township United Fund 
organization are cooper-
atively sponsoring the Party 
where participants will 
enjoy the slide along with 
regular pool activities in-
cluding the diving board, 
pool basketball, and music.  
Additionally, a new water 
volleyball set will be avail-
able for participants to 
enjoy.  Snacks, drinks, and 
raffle items will be offered.  
Also, the first annual Little 
Yellow School Bus Card-
board Boat Race will take 
place. Anyone wishing to 
participate in this race 
should contact the YMCA 
for rules.  

A short Bubbleology 
class will be offered where 
participants will be enclosed 

in a giant bubble and have 
fun playing with bubbles.  
Participants are also encour-
aged to invite their favorite 
teachers to join in the fun by 
sitting in a dunk tank. 

There will be two party 
times from 12-3 p.m. and 
3:30-6:30 p.m.  Anyone 
bringing a school supply 
item to donate to area 
schools will receive a $5 
discount off the price of ad-
mission. Admission for the 
party is $10 for youth and 
$15 for adults with 0-2 
years-free.   There is no ad-
ditional cost for party par-
ticipants to enter the Little 
Yellow School Bus Card-
board Boat Race.  All are 
encouraged to participate 
and build boats with a Back-
to-School theme. Pre-reg-
istration for the Boat Race is 
required and can be com-
pleted by calling the YMCA 
at 754-4497.   

Those wishing to attend 
the party should contact the 
YMCA to reserve their spot.  
Early registration is rec-
ommended.  Walk-in reg-
istration the day of the event 
will be allowed on a space-
available basis only.  Con-
tact the YMCA at 
573-754-4497 to register or 
stop by the Welcome 

Center. 
The Aquatics Department 

offers residents the opportu-
nity to reserve the pool for 
parties for a nominal fee.  
The Kool Splash slide will 
be available for parties for a 
small upcharge.   

The Twin Pike Family 
YMCA serves Pike County, 
Illinois and Pike County, 
Missouri and surrounding 
communities.  The YMCA 
offers a wellness center, in-
door heated pool, indoor 
track, a gymnasium, an 
aerobics room, and before 
and after school programs 
for youth. The YMCA 
strives to put Christian prin-
ciples into practice through 
programs that build a 
healthy spirit, mind, and 
body for all and focuses on 
youth development, healthy 
living, and social respon-
sibility.  

 
The Buffalo Township 

United Fund Organization is 
an inclusive organization 
that does fundraisers 
throughout the year..  
Ninety-nine percent of all 
funds collected are distrib-
uted to over 12 area not-for-
profit organizations serving 
primarily youth and the eld-
erly populations.  

Clarksville Marks New Chapter In 
Flood Protection With Ribbon Cutting

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Residents, local officials, 
and state leaders gathered 
Tuesday afternoon at the 
junction of Howard and 
First Street in Clarksville to 
celebrate a major milestone 
in city’s long battle against 
flooding: the dedication of a 
new demountable flood de-
fense system. 

“This has been a long and 
challenging process, but we 
are delighted to have a flood 
system constructed that will 
protect the safety and 
beauty of our town,” said 
Clarksville Mayor Jo Anne 
Smiley. 

The flood wall has been 
one of Mayor Smiley’s most 
determined pursuits during 
her time in office. Those 
years of persistence and 
leadership have finally paid 
off. 

The new portable flood 

wall, designed by Flood 
Control America, replaces 
decades of temporary sand-
bagging efforts and is ex-
pected to provide flood 
protection with its state-of-
the-art removable floodwall 

“You know, the goal of 
this project was to provide 
flood protection to 100-year 
plus 3 1/2, to protect the city 
of Clarksville, its historical 
downtown, while maintain-
ing the ability to see and to 
touch the Mississippi,” said 
Jason McKenzie, the project 
manager overseeing the in-
stallation. 

Clarksville has endured 
several floods over the last 
decade, prompting city 
leaders to pursue a per-
manent solution with the 
help of FEMA and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
Their efforts ultimately led 
them to select a modular 
wall system capable of 

being deployed quickly be-
fore rising waters reach the 
town. 

Governor Mike Kehoe 
attended the ribbon cutting 
and praised the city’s resil-
ience. “This wall is a huge 
win, bringing hope to this 
community after repeatedly 
being impacted by Missis-
sippi River flooding in re-
cent years,” Kehoe said in a 
social media post. “Appre-
ciate Mayor Jo Anne Smiley 
and local elected leaders for 
their years of work to bring 
this wall to reality and en-
sure that Clarksville busi-
nesses and families can be 
better prepared for future 
flood events.” 

The event drew more 
than 100 attendees despite 
summer heat, with many 
noting the flood wall as a 
symbol of progress and pro-
tection for the historic river 
town. 

Pictured are those who attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony held Tuesday, 
July 29 in Clarksville for the flood wall that has been installed.

Pictured is Sophie Simmons, Twin Pike Torpedoes member, diving down the 
Kool Splash Slide.

Shipley Recognized By Grammys
Louisiana native and 

award-winning independent 
artist, Kathryn Shipley con-
tinues to climb the ranks of 
the music world. Known pro-
fessionally as “K-Ship,” the 
genre-crossing vocalist re-
cently received recognition 
from the Recording Academy 
for her contribution to The 
Fury. The album by Antonio 
Vergara was a finalist for the 
2025 Grammy Award for 
Best Contemporary Blues 
Album. 

While the Grammy ulti-
mately went to Ruthie Foster 
for her album Mileage, Ship-
ley now holds the prestigious 
honor of being part of a 
Grammy-nominated project. 
A framed certificate from the 
Recording Academy hangs 
proudly in her home. 

“I can say one of my life 
dreams is fulfilled even if it 
wasn’t one of my songs that 
got picked,” Shipley told the 
Tribune. “To collab on this is 
a blessing for sure. I’m hon-
ored to have played a small 
part on a Grammy nominated 

blues album.” 
A longtime member of the 

Recording Academy and a 
vocal advocate for independ-
ent artists, Shipley shows no 
signs of slowing down. In 
fact, she’s currently involved 
in several new music collabo-
rations, both as a performer 
and creative consultant, and 
hopes to return to the 
Grammy ballot again next 
year. 

Closer to home, she’s also 
a familiar face at the Josie 
Music Awards, the largest in-
dependent artist award show 
in the world. This year, she’s 
received an impressive nine 
nominations ahead of the 
Nov. 2 ceremony at the Grand 
Ole Opry House in Nashville. 
Her nominations span cate-
gories including: 

Artist and Vocalist of the 
Year (Gospel/Christian/Inspi-
rational) 

Songwriter’s Achievement 
for “Last Cup” and “Wel-
come to God’s House” 

Vocal Event of the Year 
with Big Shane Thornton 

Social Impact Song of the 
Year for “Stand” 

Song and Album of the 
Year for Lead My Life 

Shipley will also return to 
the Grand Ole Opry stage this 
fall, performing a gospel duet 
with Shane Thornton during 
the awards show. 

So many blessings in life, 
and so many new projects 
coming soon,” she continued. 
“Living the best life of a 
small town gal.” 

Despite accolades and rec-
ognition, Shipley remains 
grounded in her faith, family, 
and small-town roots. Now 
living in St. Charles, Mo., she 
continues to draw inspiration 
from her upbringing in Lou-
isiana and uses her platform 
to encourage others, espe-
cially those who feel over-
looked or out of time to chase 
their dreams. 

 
To follow Kathryn’s jour-

ney or explore her music, 
visit www.kshipmusic.com or 
find her on social media 
under @therealkship.
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New Officers 
Pictured are the new American Legion Post 370 

officers for 2025-26 effective July 1. They were 
elected at the regular meeting on July 14, 2025. Pic-
tured, left: Adjutant J.D. Kirtlink, Dispersing Officer 
Marcie Burleson, and Commander Jim Kirtlink.

The First United Methodist 
Church in Bowling Green, lo-
cated at 8 North Broadway at the 
corner of Church and Broadway, 
will be hosting an American Red 
Cross Blood Drive on Thursday, 
Aug. 7, from 12:30-6 p.m., in 
the church’s fellowship hall.    

This will be the 28th  drive 
the church has hosted as part of 
its “Acts of Kindness” mission.  
Snacks and homemade sand-
wiches will be served to donors.  

The American Red Cross is 
currently experiencing a short-
age of blood.  The need for life-
saving blood transfusions never 
takes a break.  It is important to 
have blood ready to go when 
every second counts, so please 
consider donating.  As an appre-

ciation of blood donations at this 
time, Red Cross will email do-
nors a $15 e-gift card. 

To schedule an appointment 
to ensure a lesser wait time, visit 
the Red Cross website at red-
crossblood.org and enter in the 
search field the sponsor code:  
FUMC Bowlinggreen, use the 
blood donor app, call 1-800-
RED CROSS, or call or text the 
church’s blood donation pro-
gram coordinator, Carolyn Shaw 
at 573-470-5379. Appointments 
have priority, but walk-ins are 
needed, as sometimes scheduled 
donors are unable to give the day 
of the drive.  If you plan to walk-
in, and would like to know the 
best time to arrive, please con-
tact Carolyn the day of the drive. 

Every donor is also encour-
aged to use Rapid Pass, which 
offers donors a way to complete 
their pre-reading and donation 
questions online THE DAY OF 
THE DRIVE.  To use Rapid 
Pass, visit redcrossblood.org/ 
RapidPass, read the information, 

answer the questions, and print 
the pass or email it to yourself so 
you can show it at the drive.    

 
Please remember that all do-

nors are required to provide a 
valid photo ID the day of the 
drive.  

First United Methodist Church Hosting Blood Drive
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Pike To Pike . . .

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

 Come celebrate with us! 
The Pike County Senior Cit-
izens Council at 220 West 
Adams Street in Pittsfield 
will be celebrating their 
50th year in operation at 
their upcoming fish fry on 
Thursday, Aug. 14, 4:30-
6:30. There will be music by 
the Dutch Creek Cattle Co., 
ice cream and a raffle to 
celebrate this wonderful oc-
casion. The menu will be 
your choice of catfish fillet 
or buffalo with three set 
sides which will include this 
month potato salad, slaw 
and macaroni salad plus 
your choice of dessert and 
tea. Eat-in or carry-out. All 
ages are welcome. Ques-
tions? Please call 217-285-
4969. 

Several people have 
asked when the Big River 
Band plays at what places. 
As it stands at the present 
time, Big River Band is at 
the Cardinal Inn the third 
Friday evening of each 
month and at the Pike 
County Senior Center the 
fourth Saturday of each 
month. At either place, there 
is no admission charge, and 
the only pay that have ever 
received and still receive is 
what they receive in dona-
tions during intermission at 
either place. They enjoy 
playing for everyone and 
are not paid by either busi-
ness. Your attendance is 
very much appreciated at 
both places.   

Birthdays and anniversa-
ries for the week of Aug. 6-
12: 

Aug. 6 - Christina Brown 
Aug. 7 - Connie McA-

dams 
Aug. 9 - Ian Hamilton, 

Larry Ward 
Aug. 10 - Hanna Scran-

ton, Mindy Cloninger, Nic-
ole and James Bedenbender 

Aug. 11 - Joann Myers, 
Jonathan Guthrie, Nora Re-
noud, Preston Blacketer, 
Tim and Kathy Dunbar, Ray 
and Judy Davenport 

Aug. 12 - Anita Mefford, 
Dan Andres, David Syrcle, 
Michelle Potter, Todd Pee-
bles 

Pray for Israel and her 
people, pray for all the ex-
treme tragedy that has hap-
pened in Texas and all the 
lives that this has touched, 
pray for America and Amer-
ica's leaders and our fam-
ilies, pray for those who are 
sick, Sharon Straus, those 
who are traveling, and those 
who have lost loved ones. 

I will lift mine eyes to the 
hills -- from whence comes 
my help? My help comes 
from the Lord, Who made 
heaven and earth. Psalm 
121:1, 2 

Trivia Answers from Last 
Week (anytime any of you 
have questions along with 
the answers that you would 
be willing to share that I 
could use in the column, I 
would be appreciative.): 

1. Who is the author of 
the book "All Creatures 
Great and Small"? (James 
Herriot) 

2. Which international 
best-selling author also 
wrote under the name Mary 
Westmacott? (Agatha Chris-
tie) 

3. How many books are 
in "The Chronicles of Nar-
nia" series by C.S. Lewis? 
(Seven) 

4. What sign did God 
give Noah that He'd never 
flood the earth again? (a 
rainbow) 

Gary and Carla Furniss 
of Barry recently spent a 
long weekend in St. Louis 
with their son and daughter-
in-law Ryan and Katie Fur-
niss and children Carter and 
Milly. The birthdays of 
Ryan (July 23), Carter (July 

26), and Milly (Aug. 4) 
were celebrated with a huge 
family get together on July 
27. Others who attended 
were: Katie's parents Bill 
and Kathy Fienup of Town 
and Country; Katie's aunt 
Susie Gould of University 
City, and her friend Gary; 
and Carter and Milly's aunt, 
uncle, and cousins Amy and 
Josh Kremer, Jane, Addie, 
Tess, and William of Uni-
versity City. (It was nice 
visiting with you, Carla.) 

Wednesday, July 30, 
found a group of 24 Single 
Seniors at the Pike County 
Senior Center where we en-
joyed a delicious meal of 
ham loaves, cheesy pota-
toes, pea salad, and man-
darin orange cake prepared 
by Reca. (Jamie and I had 
received a menu of choices 
for the main entree, two 
sides, and desserts, and we 
picked what we thought 
sounded good at that time, 
although it all sounded 
great). Plenty of good con-
versing was shared and en-
joyed by all as well. (By the 
way, it isn't too late to join 
Single Seniors. Only qual-
ifications are you must be 
single and over 55, be able 
to pay for your once a 
month meal, provide your 
own transportation, and be 
willing to share conver-
sations with several others. 
This is for BOTH men and 
women. Just call the 
number at the top of this 
column, if interested.) 

I'm concerned about sev-
eral things that so many 
people are not able to do 
anymore. Has anyone else 
noticed that lots of people 
can't do cursive handwrit-
ing, can't tell time on an an-
alog clock, can't count 
change back, can't carry on 
conversations, and can't tie 
shoes? Just concerned and 
wonder if anyone else is as 
well. You know how the 
saying goes, "Either you use 
it or you lose it".  

God is forever....listen-
ing, watching....and most of 
all...waiting for you to ask 
Him to forgive you and to 
save you. 

What an enjoyable week with a 
good mix of heat and thunderstorms. 
My heart goes out to the residents and 
the City of Elsberry.  

Once again, however, tragedy 
brings people together for a common 
cause- “to help other people.” How 
you treat people today is the way you 
will be remembered tomorrow. The 
Bible says, “The upright cit-
izens bless a city and make 
it prosper, but the talk of the 
gossiper, (wicked), tears it 
apart. Look at the good in 
people and you will find 
favor! If you think the worst 
of people, depression will 
find you.   

Bowling Green is not per-
fect, but we are filled with 
great people that care for 
other people. Bowling Green 
is also prospering in many 
ways: financially, health and 
wellness wise, socially, and with great 
opportunities! There is a concern for 
those on fixed incomes, but we hope 
the “no tax on social security” will 
allow for added income. Unfortunately, 
prices for medicines have increased 
but again, ”hopefully” bringing phar-
maceutical companies back to Amer-
ica will lower the cost of meds. Please 
keep your faith and trust in America 
and be proud to be an American. In 
my travels, it’s still the greatest place 
in the world to live and dream. 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
sent a letter to A Better Project 54 Co-
alition on July 15, 2025. It stated, 
“Congratulations! The US Route 54 
Shared Four Lane Project was se-
lected to receive a FY 2025 BUILD 
grant in the amount of $24,892,433. I 
was privileged to be a part of this for 
the last 5 ½ years but so many have 

been working on this project for at 
least the past 20 years I’m told.  

Many thanks to our County Com-
missioners past and present, Audrain 
County and their leadership and com-
mitment, Mark Twin Regional Council 
of Governments, as well as MODOT 
and their reps over the years. Sam 
Graves was very instrumental in ob-

taining this along with his 
staff and our own Represen-
tative Chad Perkins and 
Senator Travis Fitzwater 
along with President Trump 
and Secretary of Transporta-
tion Sean Duffy. This will 
help to increase business 
and potential manufacturing 
to Bowling Green and NE 
Missouri. 

As Highway 54 is devel-
oping to Curryville, now is 
the time to prepare for these 
four lane changeable lanes 

and anticipate the completion to the 
Champ Clark bridge. This is a time to 
target strategic real estate sites and 
re-development areas. How do we do 
this without losing valuable farmland? 
Our goals should be to refurbish or 
construct new buildings around the 
north part of town and expand off our 
city square in preparation for new cus-
tomers and consumers coming off 
Hwy 54. Businesses that will attract 
travelers to visit, eat, refuel, shop, and 
possibly stay overnight to see our his-
torical sites, Amish Country, our lakes 
and parks, and enjoy small town rural 
America life! 

 
White Rose Church barbecue fund-

raiser on Friday, Aug. 15 at Sparks 
Maintenance Bldg. at 108 North Busi-
ness 61. Please support this worthy 
cause!

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

LETI Graduation 
The Law Enforcement Training Institute (LETI) 

held the graduation of their most recent 600 hour 
Certified Basic Police Academy on Thursday, July 24. 
Among the graduates were, from left: Andrew 
Lemons and Adam Smith who were sponsored by 
the Louisiana Police Department and Carson 
Schwenk who was sponsored by the Pike County 
Sheriff's Office.Sheriff Stephen Korte and Chief Josh 
Baker look forward to them hitting the streets in serv-
ice to our community.

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) and the National 
Deer Association (NDA) in-
vite landowners, land man-
agers, and others interested 
in managing deer on their 
properties to join them on-
line for a free webinar on 
open-land management 
practices to enhance white-
tailed deer habitat on their 
properties. 

This live Zoom webinar 
on “Wildflowers and White-
tails” will be held on Tues-
day, Aug. 26, at 6 p.m. It 
will begin with a presenta-
tion by the MDC private 
lands deer biologist fol-

lowed by MDC and NDA 
staff answering participants’ 
questions.   

Save this link for the free 
Zoom webinar on “Wild-
flowers and Whitetails” and 
click on it on Aug. 26 at 6 
p.m.: short.mdc.mo.gov/4tY  

LONG LINK: 
us06web.zoom.us/j/879013
84930?pwd=cQpnUM-
DuLWGWscUS4AL4D0O
ArDG5uI.1#success 

For those who have not 
previously used Zoom on 
their selected device, click 
the link ahead of time and 
follow the prompts to install 
the free Zoom software. 

This webinar is the third 

presentation within MDC’s 
and NDA’s free 2025 Mis-
souri Deer Management 
Webinar Series via Zoom. 
The final upcoming webinar 
within the series will be Uti-
lizing Prescribed Fire for 
Deer Management and will 
be held on Sept. 9 at 6 p.m. 

Watch the previous webi-
nar on Forests, Woodlands, 
and Whitetails at 
youtube.com/watch?v=3lsL
havOJac. 

Learn more about deer 
management at 
mdc.mo.gov/your-prop-
erty/improve-your-prop-
erty/wildlife-management/d
eer-management.

Join MDC, NDA Wildflowers, Whitetails Webinar

A Pioneer, A President 
Kaylee Davis records “History Lives” segments for 

August at KJFM Radio in Bowling Green. Topics for 
the month include the 1805 visit by explorer Zebulon 
Pike, the 1979 riverboat tour of President Jimmy 
Carter, the 1862 Battle of Ashley, a devastating 1901 
fire in Clarksville and the 1913 Good Roads Days ad-
vocated by Missouri governor and Pike County native 
Elliott Major. "History Lives" is sponsored by the Lou-
isiana Area Historical Museum and KJFM. 

Last week, the Missouri 
Department of Health and 
Senior Services (DHSS) 
transferred $23,555,124 in 
funds generated by Mis-
souri’s adult use marijuana 
program to agencies as out-
lined in Article XIV, Section 
2, of the Missouri Constitu-
tion and approved by House 
Bill 10.1035. 

DHSS transfers funds 
generated by Missouri’s 
adult use marijuana pro-
gram to the following recip-
ient agencies: 

Missouri Veterans Com-
mission ($7,851,708): for 

use exclusively for health 
care and other services for 
military veterans and their 
dependent families. 

Missouri State Public 
Defender ($7,851,708): to 
be used only for legal assis-
tance for low-income Mis-
sourians. 

DHSS ($7,851,708): for 
grants to increase access to 
evidence-based, low-barrier 
drug addiction treatment 
prioritizing medically 
proven treatment and over-
dose prevention and rever-
sal methods and public or 
private treatment options 

with an emphasis on rein-
tegrating recipients into 
their local communities, to 
support overdose prevention 
education, and to support 
job placement, housing, and 
counseling for those with 
substance use disorders. 

To review the cumulative 
amount of funds transferred, 
visit the Adult Use Transfer 
History Dashboard located 
on the data and reports page 
of the department’s website. 

To learn more about Mis-
souri’s medical and adult 
use marijuana programs, 
visit Cannabis.Mo.Gov.

Funds Transferred To Beneficiaries Of 
State’s Adult-Use Marijuana Program

Key Safety 
Tips For 

Students
As students prepare to return 

to school in 2025, it's crucial to 
implement safety measures that 
ensure their well-being both at 
home and in school environ-
ments. 

Travel Safety: Walking: 
Teach children to walk on side-
walks, look both ways before 
crossing streets, and use cross-
walks. Practice these skills with 
them to reinforce safe habits.  

Biking: Ensure children wear 
helmets and bright clothing. 
They should ride on the right 
side of the road and come to a 
complete stop before crossing 
streets.  

School Bus: Instruct children 
to stand at least six feet away 
from the curb while waiting for 
the bus and to always make eye 
contact with the driver before 
crossing in front of the bus.  

School Safety Resources: 
Utilize resources from School-
Safety.gov, which offers guid-
ance for K-12 communities to 
create safe learning environ-
ments. This includes a back-to-
school checklist and various 
safety actions that can be imple-
mented.  

Emergency Preparedness: 
Schools should review and up-
date their Emergency Operations 
Plans (EOP) to address potential 
threats and ensure they meet cur-
rent safety standards. Regular 
drills and training for staff on 
emergency procedures are essen-
tial.  

Behavioral Threat Assess-
ments: Implement regular be-
havioral threat assessments to 
identify students who may need 
additional support. This proac-
tive approach helps in address-
ing potential threats before they 
escalate.   

Parental Involvement: Par-
ents can help ease the transition 
back to school by establishing 
routines, practicing morning 
schedules, and discussing safety 
protocols with their children. 
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 Carol  
Cunningham 

Carol Cunningham, 89, 
of Middletown died Thurs-
day, July 24, 2025, at her 
home. 

A graveside service was 
held at 4 p.m., Wednesday at 
Vandalia Cemetery.  The 
Rev. Jerry Gamm, Bro. Bob 
Hoehn and Bro. Jim Craig 
officiated. 

The family was served by 
Waters Funeral Home of 
Vandalia. 

Carol was born Feb. 19, 
1936, in Vandalia, the 
daughter of Podge and 
Marie (Dunn) Traynor. She 
was united in marriage to 
Edsell L. Cunningham on 
Nov. 21, 1953.  He preceded 
her in death on April 4, 
2017. 

Survivors include one 
son, Bob Cunningham of 
Middletown; a grandson, 
Travis Cunningham and 
wife, Sylvia of Silex; great-
grandchildren, Hope Cun-
ningham, Cole 
Cunningham, Kennedy 
Cunningham, Aubrey Bai-
ley, Ashley Bailey, Ashley 
Potter, Addison Potter, and 
Aiden Rutherford; a brother, 
Bill Traynor and wife, San-
dra Kay of Bowling Green; 
a sister-in-law, Erma Tray-
nor of Vandalia; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews and 
extended family. 

In addition to her parents 
and husband, Mrs. Cunning-
ham was preceded in death 
by an infant son, Ronnie 
Wayne; a daughter, Joyce 
Pease, wife of Jim Pease; 
and brothers, Paul and Gene 
Traynor. 

Carol worked at a store in 
Vandalia in her younger 
years then married and 
started a family in Mexico, 
later moving to the Middle-
town area. She became a 
full-time homemaker and 
farmer's wife, working on 
and around the farm helping 
raise her family. Keeping 
her huge yard mowed like a 
golf course, gardening, can-
ning the fruits of her labor 
were things Carol enjoyed. 
Family and her faith was her 
love. She enjoyed family 
gatherings, watching RFD 
TV music programs, and 
cherished the time reading 
her Bible. 

Mrs. Cunningham played 
the piano for years at the 
Gazette Baptist Church and 
her and Edsell attended the 
New Hartford Baptist 
Church in the later years. 

Carol was loved by many, 
even through her stays in the 
hospital over the last couple 
of years, as her health was 
failing. Her doctors and 
nurses alike would create a 
special bond with her, and 
love and kiss her goodbye 
when she would leave the 
hospital after a stay. She was 
always blessed with great 
nurses. She was a good-
hearted Christian woman 
and was a strong believer in 
fairness and the difference 
between right and wrong. 
She hardly ever missed 
thanking someone for some-
thing, no matter how small 
it was, and no matter how 
bad she felt, clear up to the 
day she died she waved 
goodbye and thanked the 
people for coming to see 
her. 

Many people have 
learned from her kindness 
and love. She was the helper 
to her husband, Edsell, rais-
ing hogs most of their mar-
ried life. A wonderful 
mother to her two children, 
Joyce, who was taken to be 
with the Lord early in life 
and son, Bob, she took great 
pride and joy in grandson, 
Travis and wife, Sylvia, and 
all her great-grandchildren. 
She always looked forward 
to seeing them. 

Carol was a partner and 
helper on the farm, she was 
a devoted wife who took her 
wedding vows and promises 
to God to heart, she enjoyed 
being on the farm. The farm 
is where her husband Edsell 
was born and raised, and 
also where he left this 
earthly world to join God in 
heaven. She also made her 
request to live out the rest of 

her life on the farm and 
leave this world from the 
comfort of her own home 
with her sweet little dog, 
Baby, at her side when the 
time came to leave this 
world to go be with God. 

Carol's last two years of 
failing health, her son Bob 
promised her he would do 
whatever it took for her to 
stay at home until her final 
day. With a lot of help, her 
request was fulfilled.  It took 
much help from her son, 
Bob, grandson, Tavis and 
wife, Sylvia, Peach Roberts, 
sister-in-law, Sandra Kay 
Traynor, all her loving 
nieces, Debbie Pease, Cindy 
Crowder, Karen Ankrom, 
and Pam Exendine, special 
friend, Sandy Harrelson, 
and other friends. All to-
gether they made her 
request and promised to her 
that she would live out her 
final days at home and her 
soul would leave for the 
Lord from there. 

In the last year of her life 
it was the love, devotion, 
kind and loving souls that 
helped with care, food, doc-
tor appointments, hospital 
visits that showed the true 
love that Carol received.  
She thanked the Lord over 
and over for her loving 
family and close friends she 
could love, she knew would 
love her back with all they 
had. 

 Pallbearers were Travis 
Cunningham, Cole Cun-
ningham, Darwyn Pease, 
Neil Gilbert, Joe Crowder, 
and Ed Traynor. Honorary 
pallbearers were Brian 
Crowder, Josh Pease, Caleb 
Pease, Paul Traynor, 
Chipper Traynor, Lucas Ex-
endine, Nick Exendine, 
Billy Joe Cover, Steve 
Reynolds, Matt Traynor, and 
Ed Traynor. Honorary pall-
bearers were 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to New Hart-
ford Baptist Church or Cur-
ryville Baptist Church, c/o 
Waters Funeral Home. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family on 
Carol's memorial page at 
www.watersfuneral.com. 

Joyce Elaine 
Johnson 

Joyce Elaine Johnson, 82, 
of Curryville died Tuesday, 
July 29, 2025, at Boone 
Hospital Center in Colum-
bia.   

Funeral services were 
held at 11 a.m., Friday at 
Waters Funeral Home. Pas-
tor Bob Hoehn officiated. 
Burial was in Farber Ceme-
tery. 

Visitation celebrating 
Joyce's life was held at 10 
a.m., until the time of the 
service Friday at the funeral 
home. 

Joyce was born Sept. 9, 
1942, in Fort Scott, Kan., 
the daughter of Eugene 
Lewis and Maxine Ruby 
Harris Wright. She was 
united in marriage to Ray-
mond Johnson on March 21, 
1959 in Port Hueneme, 
Calif. He preceded her in 
death on Oct. 6, 2007. 

Survivors include two 
sons, Richard Allen Johnson 
and wife, Stacey of Fayette,  
and Bobby Johnson and 
wife,  Lisa of Vandalia; a 
brother, Art Wright and 
wife, Patty; three sisters, 
LeAnna Worthington and 
husband, Mike, Shirley 
Imai, and Debbie Savage 
and husband, Joe; grandchil-
dren, Jeremy Johnson, Sarah 
Galloway, Ryan Johnson, 
Aubrey Johnson and wife, 
Brittany, Jayden Johnson, 
Leah Campbell and hus-
band, Jacob, Brooke Johns-
ton and husband, Chris and 
Billy Joe Johnson; 20 great-
grandchildren and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

In addition to her parents 
and husband, Mrs. Johnson 
was preceded in death by a 
son, Billy Johnson, and 
brother, Michael Wright. 

Mrs. Johnson took pride 
in her home, working as a 
homemaker helping raise 
her children. Quilting, gar-
dening and canning the 
fruits of her labor were 
things Joyce enjoyed doing.   

Her biggest love was her 
family, spending time with 
her precious grandchildren 

and great-grandchildren is 
what she cherished the most. 

Joyce attended Spencer 
Creek Baptist Church. 

Pallbearers were Bobby 
Johnson, Richard Johnson, 
Aubrey Johnson, Ryan 
Johnson, Mike Schambach, 
and Jeron Fox. Honorary 
pallbearers were Sarah Gal-
loway, Leah Campbell, 
Brooke Johnston, and Kar-
son Miller 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, c/o 
Waters Funeral Home. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family and 
video tribute viewed on 
Joyce's memorial page at 
www.watersfuneral.com. 

Thomas W. 
Crane Jr. 

Thomas W. Crane Jr., 
known affectionately as 
Tom, died peacefully at 
home on Wednesday, July 
16, 2025, surrounded by his 
loved ones.  

Funeral services were 
held 1 p.m., Saturday, July 
19 at Lummis Funeral 
Home in Pleasant Hill with 
burial at Nebo Cemetery.  

Family met friends from 
11 a.m., until time of serv-
ices at the funeral home. 
Lummis Funeral Home in 
Pleasant Hill is handling the 
arrangements. 

He was born Dec. 19, 
1952, in Hannibal to the late 
Thomas W. Crane Sr. and 
Rose Marie Frame Crane. 
On Sept. 27, 2003, Tom 
married the love of his life, 
Julie Ann Hill. Together 
they built a blended and lov-
ing family. He was a proud 
and devoted father to his 
children, Trent Crane, Leigh 
Crane, and Dalton Crane; 
and a caring stepfather to 
Tommy and Matthew Hill. 
He was “Papa” to his cher-
ished grandchildren Emma, 
Bryar, and Hannah, who 
were the lights of his life. 

Tom is also survived by 
three sisters, Pat, Dottie, and 
PJ and husband, Dan; and 
four brothers, Terry and 
wife, Monica, Larry and 
wife, Linda, David, and 
Mike and wife, Becky. His 
many nieces and nephews, 
whom he loved dearly, will 
forever carry his memory in 
their hearts. 

Tom was an avid hunter 
who spent countless hours 
in the woods with his sons, 
friends, and hunting 
buddies. While he enjoyed 
the challenge of coyote 
hunting, his true passion 
was deer hunting—a joy 
that spanned more than 50 
years. Being in the woods, 
especially during deer sea-
son, was his version of 
heaven on earth.  

He enjoyed slow-pitch 
softball and often spoke 
about the “glory days” with 
old friends, whether they 
were reminiscing or taking a 
drive in a classic car. He 
also cherished and took 
great pride in putting to-
gether and working on his 
own derby car for many 
years.  

Tom loved watching Nas-
car, his favorite driver being 
Dale Earnhardt, He attended 
many races in Indianapolis, 
Talladega, and Daytona. 
Tom had a deep love for the 
St. Louis Cardinals and en-
joyed attending games with 
his family. Some of his fon-
dest memories were made 
watching Cardinals games 
on TV with his grandson 
Bryar, sharing their love for 
baseball across generations.  

Papa was a devoted and 
loving grandfather who 
found immense joy in ful-
filling the wishes of his 
grandkids. Whether it was 
gifting Emma a horse and 
building her a barn, or 
cheering on Hannah as she 
excelled in softball, he treas-
ured every moment spent 
supporting their dreams. He 
was also deeply proud of his 
family’s achievements, hav-
ing worked alongside his 
son Trent for over 25 years 
in the construction field, and 
watching his daughter Leigh 
pursue her passion by earn-
ing her LPN and continuing 
on to nursing school. Papa’s 
unwavering love and ded-

ication to his family left a 
lasting impact on all who 
knew him. 

Even when it meant a 
hard day’s work, Tom loved 
going to the farm. Tending 
to his cows and land brought 
him pride, peace, and pur-
pose. His commitment to 
the farm reflected his char-
acter -  steady, strong, and 
deeply rooted. 

Tom was also a loyal fan 
of the Pleasant Hill Wolves. 
One of his favorite sports 
memories was watching the 
Wolves defeat the #7 - 
ranked Brown County team 
in 2017, securing a spot in 
the football playoffs.  

Perhaps nothing brought 
Tom more joy than watch-
ing his grandchildren grow 
up and succeed in sports. 
Whether it was softball, 
baseball,basketball, and vol-
leyball. He was always there 
to cheer them on with pride 
in his heart and a smile on 
his face and rarely missed a 
game. 

Tom lived a life of quiet 
strength, deep loyalty, and 
unwavering love for those 
around him. His legacy will 
live on in the stories shared, 
the lessons passed down, 
and the memories that con-
tinue to bring warmth to the 
hearts of those who knew 
and loved him. 

Tom was preceded in 
death by his parents; three 
sisters, Barbara, Sherry, and 
Jan; and an infant brother, 
Richard Lewis. He leaves 
behind a legacy of love, 
humor, resilience, and a life 
lived to the fullest. 

Memorials are suggested 
to be made to Blessing Hos-
pice or Nebo Cemetery.  

 James Eldon 
Stone 

James Eldon Stone, 69, 
of Louisiana died Monday, 
July 28, 2025 at University 
Hospital in Columbia.  

Collier Funeral Home is 
in charge of cremation rites.  

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date. 

He was born June 25, 
1956 in Louisiana to Eldon 
and Mary Hopkins Stone. 
He was married to Delilah 
Sutton his wife of 50 years. 
She survives. 

He is also survived by a 
son, Dennis Stone; a bonus 
daughter, Tina Howard; 
grandchildren, Logan Mat-
thew Stone, Elizabeth 
Seyder, and Jeffery Seyder; 
siblings in-law, Debbie and 
Donald Myers, Dean Sutton, 
Danny Sutton, Terry and 
Carletta Sutton, and Toby 
Sutton; numerous nieces 
and nephews; aunts, Lydia 
Hoaglin and June Niffen; 
cousins Clark and Bert 
Pointer, Joyce Horyczun, 
Helen and Herb Sisco, and 
Pat Quattrocchi; and special 
friends, Travis Miller, Lance 
Norvell, Mike and Wendy 
Lindsay, and Brad and Tish 
King. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Eldon and 
Mary Stone, a son, Jimmy 
“Jay” Stone Jr., a sister, 
Penny Stone, brothers, Leon 
Stone and Eddie Stone, 
aunt, Alta Stone, uncles, El-
dred Stone and Skeet Hoa-
glin, and a sister-in-law, 
Rocky Marshall. 

James was a devoted hus-
band, father, and grand-
father. He spent most of his 
life as a truck driver along 
with other numerous jobs. 
He enjoyed camping, fish-
ing, riding around on his ol’ 
tractor, spending time with 
his family and friends, and 
hanging out with the boys 
under the big shade tree at 
the Stone Farm. 

Honorary pallbearers are 
Brad King, Travis Miller, 
Lance Norvell, Dennis 
Stone, Curtis Huff, and Joe 
Johnson. 

Online condolences may 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

 

Charles Deines 
Charles E. Deines, 80, of 

Louisiana died Saturday, 
July 26, 2025 at the Eve-
lyn’s House in Creve Coeur.  

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is in charge of 
cremation rites.  

Born Dec. 6, 1944 in 
Lexington, Neb., Charlie 

and his mother, Ruth 
Deines-Riley, moved to St. 
Louis when he was a child. 
He attended school in St. 
Louis and earned a degree in 
computer science from the 
University of Missouri-St. 
Louis following his military 
service. He was a veteran of 
the United States Army 
serving during the Vietnam 
War. 

In 1974, Charlie married 
Susan Lowry and they were 
together nearly 51 years. 
Upon retirement in 2003, 
Charlie and Sue made Lou-
isiana their home. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Sue Deines; a niece, 
Michelle and husband, Mi-
chael; one sister-in-law, Jo 
Ellen; and childhood 
friends, Wally, Richard, and 
Hadley; and Louisiana 
friends. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Friends of the 
Louisiana Library, P.O. Box 
375, Louisiana, MO 63353; 
Evelyn’s House, 1000 N. 
Mason Rd., Creve Coeur, 
MO 63141; or to donor’s 
choice.  

Online condolences may 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

 
Robert ‘Bob’ 
E. Eisenbeis 

Robert “Bob” Eugene Ei-
senbeis, age 92, of Troy died 
at his residence, Sunday, 
July 27, 2025. 

A Mass of Christian Bu-
rial was held at 10 a.m., 
Thursday at St. Alphonsus 
Catholic Church, in Mill-
wood.  

Visitation was from 4-8 
p.m., Wednesday at Bibb-
Veach Funeral Home and 
Crematory in Silex. 

Bob was born in Jennings 
on Oct. 26, 1932, the son of 
Edgar and Adelia Roush Ei-
senbeis and received educa-
tion up to the eighth grade. 
On June 23, 1956, he mar-
ried Jo-Ann Lois McCreary 
and together they celebrated 
56 years of marriage until 
her death Sept. 21, 2012. He 
later married Sandra Kay 
Rogers on Jan. 3, 2015. 

He served is country dur-
ing the Korean War as a 
member of the United States 
Army. 

Bob spent the majority of 
his working career as a truck 
driver for waste manage-
ment where he would even-
tually retire and twice 
received awards for being 
driver of the year.  

He was an avid volunteer 
in his community. Bob 
could be found volunteering 
for Meals of Wheels, as well 
as driving the bus for St. Al-
phonsus School. He was a 
dedicated member of St. Al-
phonsus Parish and served 
as a former grand knight for 
the St. Alphonsus Knights of 
Columbus, where he ded-
icated countless hours to the 
parish and the many fund-
raisers they offered. He was 
also a member of the Quail 
River Horseshoe Club. 

Bob is survived by his 
wife, Sandra of Troy; a 
daughter, Debra Stout and 
husband Dave; two sons, 
Gary Eisenbeis, and Steven 
Eisenbeis and Debbie Babb; 
a brother, Norwin Eisenbeis 
and wife, Carol; one sister, 
Gerry Sachs and husband, 
George; step-children, Mike 
McCreary and wife, Me-
lissa, Daniel McCreary and 
wife, Jill, Tina Irlander and 
husband, Mike; grandchil-
dren, Tricia and husband, 
John, Marie and husband, 
Wayne, Robby and wife, 
Elisha, Eddie, Mathew, Mal-
lory Curtis, Jennifer and 
husband, Nick, Helen and 
husband, Jeff, and Jeremy; 
18 great-grandchildren; six 
great-great-grandchildren; 
two sisters-in-law, Karen 
Pentz and Janet Eisenbeis; 
many nieces, nephews and 
extended family. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife, Jo-
Ann; a son, John Eisenbeis; 
brothers, Milt Eisenbeis and 
wife, Marianne, Victor Ei-
senbeis and wife, Aurie, 
Paul Eisenbeis and wife, 
Lucy, Harold Eisenbeis and 
wife, Rose, and Kermit Ei-
senbeis; a sister, Doris Ei-
senbeis; brothers-in-law, 
Bobby Pentz, Leroy 

McCreary, Richard 
McCreary, and James 
McCreary. 

Serving as pallbearers 
were Robby Brake, Mat-
thew Eisenbeis, Curtis Ei-
senbeis, Daniel McCreary, 
Michael McCreary and 
Wayne Morris. 

Memorials may be made 
to St. Alphonsus School or 
Community Opportunities 
in Troy. 

Eva Marie 
Serandos 

 Eva Marie Serandos, 64, 
of St. Louis, formerly of 
Louisiana died Tuesday, 
July 22, 2025 at Mercy Hos-
pital. 

A celebration of life will 
be held in St. Louis at a later 
date for her many friends 
there. A private burial will 
be held at the Riverview 
Cemetery in Louisiana. 

Ms. Serandos was born 
Nov. 11, 1960 to Tom and 
Margie Serandos. Eva was 
the youngest of seven chil-
dren. She was a graduate of 
Louisiana High School 
Class of 1979. 

Eva had a love for cook-
ing.  She cooked for many 
years at the Farm Shed in 
Louisiana. She worked for 
Whole Foods in Brentwood 
where she was well-known 
for her biscuits. They were 
named for her at the Brent-
wood store. At the time of 
her death she worked for the 
St. Louis Forensic Treat-
ment Center/Department of 
Mental Health Services. 

Eva loved the color pur-
ple, hummingbirds, and hi-
biscus, and her two cats, 
Sadie and Sawyer.  Her fa-
vorite singers were Stevie 
Nicks and Bob Seger. She 
was a Steven King nut and 
possessed every book he 
wrote. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Tom 
and Margie Serandos, a 
sister, Dina and grandpar-
ents, Clarence and Audie 
Harrelson, who she dearly 
loved.  

Eva is survived by one 
son, Russell Hunter, Seattle, 
Wash.;  four brothers and 
one sister.  Tom Serandos 
and wife, Trish of Crofton, 
Neb., Deena (Darryl) 
Maiden and husband, Darryl 
of Vandalia,  Ed Serandos 
and wife, Darlene of Cape 
Giraradeau, Ray Serandos 
of Louisiana, and Charlie 
Serandos and wife, Rhonda 
of Rock Hill, S.C. She is 
also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. 

She had been member of 
AA for over two decades 
and was a sponsor and role 
model to many. 

Eva’s beautiful smile and 
laugh will be missed by 
many family and friends. 

Freddie Kessel 
Depending on how you 

knew him...Freddie, Fred or 
Chuck, dad, brother, 
grandpa or friend... his hum-
ble journey began in Ava. 
He was the first child to par-
ents, Mary Ethel and Her-
bert Hadley Kessel, both 
deceased. His mother, Lois 
Jean, Freddie's wife of 50 
years, ascended into Jesus' 
arms in 2009. His sisters, 
Ella “Toots” Guetersloh, 
Ruby Bush, and Grace Kes-
sel all paved the way for 
Freddie to make it to 
heaven. 

Freddie is survived by his 
daughters, Gail Ann Felty, 
Judith Annette Kessel, and 
Connie Jean Bair and hus-
band, Scott; grandchildren, 
Joey Sminchak, Lindsey 
Sminchak, David Steele, 
Dallas Bair; and great-
grandchildren, Via Belle and 
Luca James Casagrande. He Continued To Page 7



 
FRANKFORD CITY-

WIDE YARD SALE - 
Saturday. Pick up the list 
at Shortline 66 after 7 
a.m. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. 
Amish built in Indiana, 
excellent condition, 3 
bed., 2 bath. FINANC-
ING. Call for info 573-
249-3333, marktwain 
mobilehomes. com. 
(tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
GregS.CDH@out -
look.com. (tf) 

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. 
(tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224. 
(tf) 

C L E A R A N C E 
SALE - Eureka vac-
uum cleaners. Van-
dalia Firestone, 
Appliance & Furniture, 
573-594-6624. 

FOUR used dryers. 
Call for price. Vandalia 
Firestone, Appliance 
& Furniture, 573-594-
6624. 

 
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176. 
(tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light 
truck, $15 & up. Van-
dalia Firestone & 
Appliance, 594-6624.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

 
HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, $1,500. 
636-697-8499. (tf) 

NO HUNTING OR 
T R E S PA S S I N G , 
Murry Shepherd 
Farms. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for injuries 
or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for acci-
dents on property. (tf) 

 
 
 

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside hgouse 
cleaning, soffitts, 
driveways, decks, pa-
tios, fence cleaning, 
farm equipment, and 
trailers. Free esti-
mates. 573-253-8811. 
(tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Lou-
isiana, MO 63353, 
573-754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164. 
(tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, 
septic pumping & re-
pair, sewer augering & 
repair, grease trap 
pumping and porta 
potty rentals. Butch 
Menne, 573-384-
5536.  

 

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, 
portable toilet rental, 
job sites, special 
events, auctions. 
Brown’s Septic Pump-
ing, 206 Brown Lane, 
Louisiana, 754-5812. 
(tf) 

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by 
Ann Hecox. Make 
great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 an-
nahcx@gmail.com. 
(tf) 

FOR SALE
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  
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FOR RENT

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

YARD SALE

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

Call For  
Pricing

Stock #T5155B - 2022 Ford Escape SE, 
Exterior Color Oxford White,  

Interior Color Sandstone,  
AWD, Auto, 9,453 Miles

SERVICES

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

MOBILE HOMES

Poage Ford

Put Our Classifieds To 
Work For You

HUME 
REMODELING

Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric 
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring 

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen 
Tops - Window & Door  

Replacement 
Tex Ceiling Fix

FREE ESTIMATES

Vandalia Barber Shop
 

215B S. Main - 
Vandalia 

573-594-3521 
Tuesday - Wednesday - 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 
Harold Williams 

“Institute Of Higher Learning”

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling GreenFRANKFORD 
CITY-WIDE 
YARD SALE 

Saturday, Aug. 9 
Pick up list at Shortline 66 

after 7 a.m.

NO HUNTING

www.thepeoplestribune.com
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While many people are gear-
ing up for the new school year to 
start, many kids are silently 
dreading it, due to the bullying 
they know will take place.  

Other kids may be excited 
now, only to have that squashed 
as classes get underway and the 
bullies get back to doing what 
traumatizes their classmates. One 
organization, Stand for the Silent, 
is on a mission to help make this 
the year that kids around the 
country return to school without 
facing bullying. 

Smalley has traveled around 
the country to over 6,700 schools 
so far, giving assemblies and 
speeches on bullying. He's shared 
the tragedy that inspired him to 
start the organization and move-
ment, which is losing his young 
son to suicide after being bullied. 
The organization encourages stu-
dents, teachers, and communities 
to get involved in helping to end 
bullying. They provide infor-
mation, solutions, and life-saving 
lessons wherever they go, en-
abling changes that lead to re-
duced bullying. 

The organization helps schools 
and communities reduce bullying 
by holding presentations and 
events. They have spoken to over 
4.5 million kids so far, and the 
number is counting, as they will 
be adding more schools this fall. 
The presentations help to reach 
the bully, teach kids to stand up, 
and save lives. They also provide 
a bullying prevention curriculum 
for schools, bullying intervention 
strategies, a stand out program, 
and the opportunity for a Stand 
for the Silent chapter to be formed 
locally. 

Schools looking to reduce and 
address bullying should take steps 
to make anti-bullying a priority, 
including: 

Working with Stand for the Si-
lent to help address the issue and 
implement a program. 

Set a clear policy that makes it 
well known that bullying is not 
tolerated. 

Provide teachers and staff with 
information about what needs to 
be done if bullying is reported, so 
that everyone is on the same page. 

Include anti-bullying curricu-
lum so that it becomes part of 
what students are being taught.  

Lead by example, so that 
younger people see appropriate 
ways to behave and react to situ-
ations.  

Ensure that teachers and staff 
know how to identify bullying, in-
cluding knowing the warning 
signs, so they can identify it hap-
pening on school grounds and ad-
dress it immediately. 

Parents can help address bul-
lying by doing such things as: 

Encouraging their schools and 
communities to include anti-bul-
lying presentations, curriculum, 
and programs. 

Learn the warning signs so 
they can identify children who are 
being bullied. It’s also important 
for parents to speak to their chil-
dren about the dangers of bullying 
and that if they are being bullied 
it’s important to report it. 

Determine the best route to 
take if their child is being bullied, 
including reporting it to the 
school or police, depending on the 
situation.  

Talking opening with kids 
about bullying, how to stand up 
for others, and why it’s so impor-
tant to do so. 

Learn all they can about bully-
ing, including, cyberbullying, so 
they can have the best opportunity 
at addressing the issue. 

Being a good role model and 
ensuring that their parenting style 
is not unknowingly leading their 
child to become a bully at school. 

Stand for the Silent also offers 
a wealth of information and re-
sources for parents and com-
munities, including warning signs 
to look for, a cyberbullying pre-
vention handbook, and more. 
They also have a college scholar-
ship program for students who are 
making a difference in their 
school regarding anti-bullying. 

To get more info about hosting 
a presentation at a school or in the 
community, visit the site at: 
https://standforthesilent.org/schoo
ls/host-a-presentation/ Parents 
looking for helpful information 
regarding bullying, can find it 
h e r e : 
https://standforthesilent.org/for-
parents/warning-signs/ 

Stand for the Silent is seeking 
corporate sponsors to work with. 
In doing so, it provides corporate 
sponsors the opportunity to share 
their stories and advocacy regard-
ing bullying and to help address it 
with schools and communities na-
tionwide. It offers corporations a 
chance to join a national move-
ment to end bullying alongside 
two mission-driven nonprofits.  

 
The partnership will help de-

liver anti-bullying programs to 
schools nationwide, including 
fighter public service announce-
ments that reach millions using 
social media, college scholarships 
for those fighting bullying, and 
high-profile campaign visibility at 
mixed martial arts events. They 
recently partnered with the United 
States Fight League to help ad-
dress bullying. Corporate Partner-
ships start at $2,500 and offer 
various levels of commitment. 

Back-To-School, 
Not Back-To-Bullying
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This summer, kids are in-
vited to take a break from 
screens and step outside into 
the beauty of God’s crea-
tion—right in their own 
neighborhoods!  

 
Through hands-on explo-

ration and fun activities, 
they’ll take a closer look at 
even the smallest parts of 
nature and learn that the 
same God who created the 
universe cares deeply about 
every detail of their lives. 

As children begin to un-
derstand the greatness of 

God—His love, His care, 
His forgiveness, and His un-
changing promises—they’ll 
be inspired to respond with 
worship. The more they 
learn about who God is, the 
more they’ll want to lift His 
name high! 

This message runs 
counter to what many kids 
hear every day. Our culture 
often says, “Focus on your-
self. Chase popularity. 
Make your name known.” 
But that kind of thinking 
leaves us empty. Every heart 
longs for something more—

something only God can 
fill. True peace and purpose 
come when we stop living 
for ourselves and start living 
to glorify the One who 
made us. 

That’s why this year’s 
Magnified! Vacation Bible 
School is so important. It 
offers kids a chance to en-
counter the God who knows 
them inside and out—the 
God who created them with 
care, sees them clearly, and 
loves them without limits. 
Our hope is that each child 
will walk away knowing 

Discover The Wonder Of God’s Creation This Summer At VBS

We will sell the following Real Property of the Late Oliver L. Ziemann, Sr. at Pub-
lic Auction on:   

Sunday Evening, August 31, 2025 
SALE SITE: Thornhill Auction Barn; 421 John Deere Dr; Troy, MO  
63379 

REAL ESTATE TO BE OFFERED AT 6:00 P.M. 
(Note: Real Estate will be sold from the Auction Barn & NOT on site.) 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 838 Deer Run Rd; Elsberry, MO 63343 
DIRECTIONS TO PROPERTY: From Troy go north on Hwy 61 7 miles to right 
on Hwy V go 6 miles cross Hwy W continue on Hwy JJ 1.8 miles to right on Deer 
Run Road County Rd 646 & go 2.5 miles, farm starts on right or from Elsberry 
go south on Hwy 79 to right on Deer Run Co. Rd 646 & go 2.3 miles, farm starts 
on the left. 
REAL ESTATE: 152 acres m/l in Section 20 TWP 50N R2 East in Lincoln 
County. Farm fronts on blacktop County Rd. 646. Approx. ½ open in hay & pas-
ture with balance in woods & valleys. Improvements include a full brick 3 bed-
room, 2 full bath ranch style home built new by Mr. Ziemann in 1985. Full walkout 
basement w/2nd kitchen, family room & full 3rd bathroom w/utility & 2 car lower 
level garage. The home has deep well & septic. Unattached 24’x25’ garage & 
shop w/18’overhead door w/concrete floor & electric, a 26’x50’ machine shed & 
shop & several older storage sheds. Also, an original schoolhouse 100+ years 
old. 
Farm will be offered in 2 tracts.Tract #1 – Approx. 68 acres m/l west side of tract 
to include the home & all the improvements. Approx. 80% wooded, 2 ponds, 
deep well & schoolhouse & fronts on Deer Run Co. Rd 646, beautiful home-
stead.Tract #2 – Approx. 84 acres m/l east side of tract fronts on Deer Run Co. 
Rd. 646. Approx. 85% open in pasture & hay, balance woods, beautiful hilltop 
views, no improvements. 1 small, stocked lake, some fencing for cattle. Prime 
homesites in the scenic Elsberry area. 
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: The Ziemanns bought the farm in 1972 & it’s never 
been offered for sale. Here’s one when you drive by, you’ll have to slow down 
and admire the pride of ownership this farm displays. If you’re looking to invest 
in northern Lincoln Co. with a farm with access from Hwy 61 & Hwy 79 here it 
is.  
Open House on the Real Estate on Thursday, August 14 & Thursday Au-
gust 21st from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M or for a private showing contact David 
or Dusty at 636-366-4206. Bring your 4-wheelers. 

OWNER: LATE OLIVER L. ZIEMANN SR. 
          DAVID THORNHILL                 DUSTY THORNHILL       
               314-393-7241                            314-393-4726 

    TROY, MO                                  TROY, MO              
                             BILL UNSELL 
                             573-470-0037 
                         FRANKFORD, MO 

Troy Office: 636-366-4206  Thornhillauction.com

Luca James Casagrande. He is 
also survived by his youngest 
sister, Billie Ruth Kessel. Fred-
die also had many caring 
nieces and nephews. Also sur-
vived by his spouse, Sarah Jane 
Bryan; and longtime friend, 
Fred Soens. 

Freddie placed value on 
family, and sure liked to make 
people laugh. His expressions 
- priceless. His teasing and jok-
ing were so much fun. His 
smile lit up those around him. 
Freddie did not know a 
stranger; he could and would 
talk to anyone. 

Freddie proudly served in 
the United States Navy during 
the Korean War. 

He made his way to Fergu-
son where he was introduced to 
Lois Jean and married her soon 

after in San Diego, Calif., in 
1958. 

Freddie worked for 
McDonnell Douglas, drove a 
school bus and drove an oil 
tanker truck for Amoco British 
Petroleum for 26 years until 
1994. 

Freddie's passion was any-
thing on wheels. He adored the 
road and loved to drive as ev-
idenced by his many road trips, 
mention of mile markers and 
landmarks. Those roads took 
him to many loved restaurants, 
tractor shows and to visit 
family and friends. You could 
catch him on a Sunday watch-
ing NASCAR. Can't forget his 
mower, he enjoyed and took 
pride in keeping his lawn just 
so. He performed his own 
maintenance on that mower up 
until his stroke last year. He 
also enjoyed barbecuing or 
using the smoker. Freddie sure 

enjoyed food and sharing it 
with others. 

Freddie's work ethic was 
unstoppable. He took pride in 
doing things the right way, he 
thought very methodically. He 
was also mechanically in-
clined. He could pack a car or 
moving truck like no other. 

Memories live on...he will 
be missed. 

Graveside service will be 
Friday at 11 a.m., at Evergreen 
Cemetery, Ava, Ill., 62907. 
Cremation rites are being han-
dled by Bibb-Veach Funeral 
Homes and Crematory of 
Bowling Green. 

 
In lieu of flowers, please 

consider donations to the 
American Heart Association, 
Ways to Give | Make a Dona-
tion | American Heart Associa-
tion or to Stray Rescue Stray 
Rescue of St. Louis - Home

OBITUARIES 
Continued from page 4

Continued To Page 8
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10th Annual QUARTER MADNESS FUNDRAISER  
Sponsored by the Frankford/Ashburn 

Rural Fire Department 
📅📅📅📅📅📅 Friday, Aug. 8 

📍📍📍📍 The Frankford Room 
🍽🍽🍽🍽🍽�  Food Service Begins at 5:30 p.m. 

🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉🎉 Quarter Madness Starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for a fun-filled night of food, bidding, 
and community excitement — all in support 
of our dedicated volunteer firefighters at the 
Frankford/Ashburn Rural Fire Department! 

Bring your quarters, your friends, 
and your energy — it’s a night you 

won’t want to miss! 
All profits go directly to support the department 

and its essential services. 
Help us make our 10th year the best yet!

THANK YOU 
Thank you to People’s Bank & Trust, Com-

munity State Bank, Bank of Old Monroe, 
Mike’s Tire, Tom Wehde State Farm Insur-
ance, Wehde Landscaping and Sod Farm, Mi-
chael Mehler Farms & Excavating, George 
Schafer Trucking, K&A Trailers, Northcutt 
Waymore Farms, and Bowling Green Tractor 
for supporting me and my hog at the Mont-
gomery County Fair! 

Wyatt Brown 

Youngsters prepare for the kid’s derby at the 2025 Pike County Fair held Aug. 
22-26.

Pictured is one of the displays in the Pike County Fairgrounds building during 
the Pike County Fair July 22-26.

Pictured is a Red Neck 
Bird Feeder on display 
during the Pike County 
Fair held July 22-26.

Pictured are some of 
the Best of Show exhibits 
on display in the Pike 
County Fairgrounds 
building at the 2025 Pike 
County Fair July 22-26.
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