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Heritage Day Draws Large Crowd
Bowling Green Heritage Day was held Saturday, Sept. 13 on the square. A 

large crowd attended the event. 
Trib photos by Kimberly Chandler

Search For Missing  
Louisiana Man Ends In Tragedy

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

The search for a 77-year- 
old Louisiana man dia-
gnosed with dementia ended 
Friday morning. 

According to a press re-
lease from the Louisiana 
Police Department, the 
body of Franklin Barker 
was located at approx-
imately 9:50 a.m., on Fri-
day, Sept. 12. 

An Endangered Silver 
Advisory was issued by the 
Louisiana Police Depart-
ment stated that Barker had 
last been seen walking away 
from his residence around 3 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 6;

however, another witness 
reported to have seen him 
the following morning at 7 
a.m.

Search parties which in-
cluded a canine search team 
set out in the area surround-
ing possible sightings but 
came up empty handed 

“We extend our sincere 
gratitude to all of the indi-
viduals and agencies who 
assisted in the search efforts 
for Mr. Barker, including 
the Louisiana Fire Depart-
ment, the Buffalo Township 
Fire Protection District, the 
Northeast Correctional 
Center’s K-9 Team, and the 

many volunteers who ded-
icated their time and ef-
forts,” Louisiana Police 
Chief, Josh Baker said in the 
release. “Our thoughts are 
with Mr. Barker’s family 
and loved ones during this 
difficult time.” 

An investigation into the 
cause of his death is under-
way. The Louisiana Police 
Department has requested 
the assistance of the Mis-
souri State Highway Pa-
trol’s Division of Drug and 
Crime Control as well as the 
Pike County Sheriff’s Of-
fice to aid in the investiga-
tion.

Pike County Jury Found 
Pinter Guilty Of Sex Crimes

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

After a two-day trial 
starting on Wednesday, 
Sept. 10, a Pike County jury 
found Thomas Pinter of 
Pleasant Hill, Ill., guilty of 
child molestation in the sec-
ond degree.  

The charges arose out of 
events occurring in Clarks-
ville in 2018, when he mo-
lested a nine-year-old girl.  

Pike County Prosecuting 
Attorney, Alex Ellison pros-
ecuted the case originally 
investigated by the Pike 

County Sheriff’s Office. 
According to Ellison, 

Pinter will face sentencing 
on Nov. 4 in front of the 
Honorable Judge James 
Beck.

Thomas Pinter

Louisiana Teen Gavin Woodruff 
Named Quarterfinalist

WERDCC Restorative Justice Donates
On Thursday, Sept.11, Deputy Warden Derek Hendren and Functional Unit 

Manager Jeffrey Law met with the Executive Director of the Northside Community 
Housing, Inc., Michael Burns and Missouri House Representative from the 77th 
District Kimberly-Ann Collins. The purpose of this meeting was to deliver a $1000 
donation from the WERDCC Restorative Justice Program to aid families who were 
affected by the St. Louis tornado. In addition to these funds, toiletries and food 
were donated by the resident population and WERDCC staff. Currently, WERDCC 
Residents are participating in an ice cream fundraiser and we hope to hand over 
another monetary donation to this very worthy cause soon. This fundraiser was 
inspired by a proposal written by MPTP Resident Tina Grimmett whose family and 
friends were affected by this damaging tornado. The mission of Northside Com-
munity Housing Inc. is to provide high-quality, affordable housing to low-moderate 
income area residents and to create opportunities for them to improve their lives 
and revitalize the community.

Louisiana High School 
student-athlete, Gavin Wood-
ruff, 15, has been selected as 
a quarterfinalist in Colossal 
Media’s Youth Athlete of the 
Year competition, a national 
program celebrating outstand-
ing young athletes across the 
United States. 

According to a press re-
lease from Colossal Media, 
Gavin is known for giving 
100 percent of himself in ev-
erything he does—whether on 
the field or in the classroom. 
He participates in football, 
baseball, track, and marching 
band, excelling as a true all-
around student-athlete. 

When asked what he loves 
about sports, he said: “I love 
the mental and physical chal-
lenges of all the sports I play. 
But football gives me the 
greatest joy. I love the adren-
aline and the rush, because it 
feels the best when I break 
through the others’ line, or 
scoop through the line getting 

to the quarterback. It’s the 
only sport that gives me that 
intense feeling on the field…
” 

The release went on to 
state that his inspirations in-
clude his coaches, who push 
him to keep improving even 
when the going gets tough, 
and his family, who support 
him on and off the field. 

According to Colossal, one 
of the defining moments in 
Gavin’s athletic journey came 
when he sustained a heavy hit 
during a football game. De-
spite the being hurt, he got 
back up and finished the game 
strong, wearing a smile and 
playing “nothing short of im-
pressive.” That resilience is 
something he holds with 
pride. 

By advancing in the Youth 
Athlete of the Year competi-
tion, Gavin is not only striving 
for recognition which in-
cludes being featured in a 
3BRAND ad in Sports Illus-
trated and being awarded up 
to $25,000, but also helping 
raise funds and awareness for 
two charities: The V Founda-
tion for Cancer Research and 
Why Not You Foundation 

Donations and votes cast in 
support of Gavin help both or-
ganizations. The competition 
is run by Colossal, a na-
tionally‑registered public 
charity, which grants the pro-
ceeds to these partner char-
ities. 

Why this matters. 
Small‑town pride, national 

stage: As a student from Lou-
isiana, Missouri, Gavin’s suc-
cess demonstrates that talent, 

hard work, and heart don’t de-
pend on zip codes. 

- Character under pressure:
His story of getting up after a 
hit, playing through adversity, 
and balancing athletics with 
academics and community in-
volvement reflects the kind of 
integrity and grit the competi-
tion seeks to honor. 

- Real impact: Beyond per-
sonal achievements, the 
contest’s charitable compo-
nent means fans, community 
members, and voters are sup-
porting meaningful causes. 
Every vote—free or do-
nated—contributes to the 
fight against cancer and the 
empowerment of youth 
through the Why Not You 
Foundation. 

How You Can Support 
Gavin 

- Vote daily at the Youth
Athlete of the Year website 
(free or by donation). (athle-
teoftheyear.org/2025/gavin-
c49d) 

- Share Gavin’s story on
social media. 

- Rally support from
friends, family, classmates, 
and local businesses in Lou-
isiana and Pike County. 

The Youth Athlete of the 
Year competition, run by Co-
lossal, celebrates young ath-
letes from around the country. 
In partnership with Sports Il-
lustrated, the V Foundation, 
3BRAND, and the Why Not 
You Foundation, it honors 
athletic performance, com-
munity involvement, and 
character, while raising funds 
for charitable causes.

Gavin Woodruff

Eolia  
Homecoming 

Is Sept. 20
The Annual Eolia Home-

coming will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 20 in the Eolia 
City Park.  

The day will start with a 
parade at 11 a.m. Followed 
with several events in the 
park, including a vendor 
fair, baby show, little Mr. 
and Miss contest, bounce 
house, kids’ games, and a 
free-throw contest, Kona 
Ice will be on site from 
noon-3 p.m., and food will 
be available. There will be 
a 50/50 raffle drawing for 
cornhole boards. 

The day will wrapped up 
with music by Jesse Vaughn 
and a fried chicken dinner 
to be held in the community 
center. 

Please come join them 
for a day of fun in the park.

Community members are 
invited to a public gathering, 
Hearts Together: Restoring 
Trust in Our Community, on 
Saturday, Oct. 25, 2025, 
from 10 a.m.-noon at the 
Bowling Green City Park. 

According to event or-
ganizer Kellie Lybarger, the 
event is designed as a com-
munity-wide time of prayer, 
reflection, and action to 
strengthen relationships and 
promote healing across Pike 
County. According to the 
event flyer, the focus is not 
on any single case or issue, 
but on “healing, unity, and 
building a stronger future to-
gether.” All are welcome. 

What to expect 
Build relationships: Op-

portunities for community 
members, churches, law en-
forcement, and local offi-
cials to connect through 
prayer, dialogue, and shared 
experiences. 

Give people a voice: 
Space for residents to ask 
questions, share concerns, 
and feel heard by those in 

leadership. 
Provide resources: Infor-

mation on victim advocacy, 
counseling, recovery serv-
ices, and faith-based support 
groups. 

Promote healing & unity: 
Testimonies and a focus on 
forgiveness, hope, and rec-
onciliation. 

Encourage action: Invita-
tions to take next steps—
such as prayer, volunteering, 
attending follow-up ses-
sions, or supporting one 
another. 

The flyer frames the 
event’s vision this way: Pike 
County can be a place 
“where neighbors look out 
for one another, where 
leaders and citizens work to-
gether, and where unity and 
trust can be restored.” It also 
includes the verse “Do jus-
tice, love kindness, walk 
humbly with your God” 
(Micah 6:8). 

Organizers are also ask-
ing attendees to complete a 
brief survey via the QR code 
on the flyer before arriving. 

‘Hearts Together’ Event Aims To 
Restore Trust, Invite Dialogue

The Shriners always put on a show at the Heritage Day parade held Sat-
urday, Sept. 13.

The “Pride Of Bowliing Green” marching Bowling Green High School Band 
participated in the Heritage Day Parade on Saturday, Sept 13.

Watch Next 
Week’s Tribune 

Schedule For 
Vandalia 

Prairie Days 
Friday, Sept. 26 

& Saturday, 
Sept. 27
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Reserve Early Sr. Heifer Calf Champ 
EXAR Frontier Gal 4874 won reserve early senior heifer calf champion at the 

2025 Missouri State Fair Angus Show, Aug. 8 in Sedalia. Alexis Koelling, Bowling 
Green owns the winning heifer.  

Photo by Adam Conover, American Angus Association

Mizzou Launches Historic Campaign 
To Address Global Challenges

The University of Mis-
souri has launched the 
largest fundraising cam-
paign in its 186-year history. 
Uniting alumni, friends and 
partners, the transfor-
mational initiative will 
shape the future of Mizzou’s 
campus, impacting educa-
tion, research, community 
engagement and health care. 

University of Missouri 
President Mun Choi joined 
the University of Missouri 
Board of Curators, faculty, 
staff and guests today to 
kick off the campaign at a 
public celebration. 

“This is a pivotal mo-
ment in Mizzou’s history 
and a generational opportu-
nity to expand our contrib-
utions to society,” Choi 
said. “With this campaign, 
we are advancing a bold vi-
sion to transform lives, fuel 
research innovations, com-
pete for championships and 
strengthen Missouri com-
munities.” 

With a landmark goal to 
raise $2 billion, the initia-
tive, “Power the Roar,” 
ranks among the largest 
campaigns ever undertaken 
by a U.S. public university. 

“This campaign builds on 
the strong support Mizzou 
receives from the State of 
Missouri and amplifies the 
vital contributions of our 
land-grant mission,” Todd 
Graves, chair of the UM 
Board of Curators, said. 
“We are grateful for the in-
credible support this cam-
paign has received, and we 
are confident that Power the 
Roar will continue to build 
on this university’s mission 
to benefit all Missourians." 

Power the Roar is fo-
cused on five priorities that 

continue to elevate Miz-
zou’s mission and expand 
its reach. That includes edu-
cating future leaders 
through the Missouri 
Method; creating life-saving 
medicines; leveraging ex-
pertise in agriculture, engi-
neering and science to 
improve lives; strengthen-
ing communities through 
education and economic de-
velopment; and developing 
champions on and off the 
field.  

The campaign will be 
donor-driven, empowering 
supporters to help shape 
university priorities and di-
rectly impact initiatives they 
care about. 

“From its inception, Miz-
zou has been an institution 
built on generosity, and it’s 
inspiring to see donors, 
alumni and volunteers sus-
tain that legacy through 
Power the Roar,” Chris 
Smith, Mizzou’s vice chan-
cellor for advancement, 
said. “Through philan-
thropy, they are making a 
tangible difference, empow-
ering students, driving dis-
covery and creating 
opportunities that change 
lives.” 

The campaign’s leader-
ship, or quiet phase, began 
July 1, 2022. Since then, 
more than 61,000 donors 
have contributed nearly 
$760 million, with broad 
support for all colleges and 
programs. This past year, 
rising momentum propelled 
Mizzou to its best fundrais-
ing year with $269 million 
raised, and significant gifts 
are already empowering stu-
dents and driving innova-
tion aligned with the 
campaign’s priorities. 

Power the Roar is sup-
ported by a volunteer cam-
paign committee co-chaired 
by Paul Vogel, BS Acc ’89, 
M Acc ’90, JD ’93, and his 
wife, Lynn Ann, of St. 
Louis. 

“Alumni know firsthand 
the value of a Mizzou edu-
cation and the lasting con-
nections it creates for 
students, families and com-
munities,” Paul Vogel, man-
aging partner with Vogel 
Law Office, said. “Through 
Power the Roar, we can ex-
tend that legacy, ensuring 
Mizzou remains a leader in 
education, discovery and 
service far beyond our cam-
pus.” 

Other committee 
members include Brett 
Begeman, BS Ag ’83 (Ches-
terfield, Missouri); Roger 
Harris, BS BA ’73, and Jane 
Harris, BS Ed ’90 (Naples, 
Florida); Patricia Hummel, 
BS Ed ’86, and Robert C. 
Hummel II (Leawood, Kan-
sas); Reuben Merideth, BS 
BA ’70, DVM ’78 (Fayette, 
Missouri); Richard Miller, 
BA ’70, LHD ’00 (Pitts-
burg, Kansas); and Frank 
Shelden, BS Ed ’77, and Val 
Lawlor, BA ’89 (Dallas). 

 
“Mizzou is part of our 

traditions and shared mem-
ories, like so many families, 
and it is deeply meaningful 
to give back,” Lynn Ann 
Vogel, also a partner with 
Vogel Law Office, said. “It 
is an honor to serve along-
side so many passionate 
alumni and supporters who 
share our love for this insti-
tution and our commitment 
to ensuring it continues for 
generations of Tigers to 
come.”

Reinvigorated Farm To School Grants 
Supporting American Farmers, Children

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is de-
livering on its commitment 
to support child health and 
American agriculture by 
opening applications for the 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Pat-
rick Leahy Farm to School 
Grants.  

Through this grant op-
portunity, USDA will invest 
up to $18 million in farm to 
school projects that connect 
farmers to USDA’s child nu-
trition programs through 
local food procurement, ag-
ricultural education, school 
gardens, and more. 

New this year, USDA re-
imagined the Farm to 
School Grant program, im-
plementing several im-
provements, including 
streamlining the application, 
removing barriers to inno-
vation, and emphasizing 
partnerships to give small 
family farms the best 
chance at success. 

“Yesterday at the MAHA 
Report announcement, 
alongside Secretary Ken-
nedy, we announced one of 
the key actions USDA has 
already taken to contribute 

to making our children 
healthy again – Farm to 
School Grants. These initia-
tives are one of the best 
ways we can deliver nutri-
tious, high-quality meals to 
children, while also 
strengthening local agricul-
ture,” said Secretary Brooke 
Rollins. “These grants will 
open new doors for small 
family farms, expand access 
to healthy food in schools, 
and inspire the next genera-
tion of Great American 
Farmers. Under President 
Trump’s leadership, USDA 
is proud to streamline this 
program, so it works better 
for families, farmers, and 
communities across our na-
tion. Putting America’s 
Farmers First starts with 
putting our children first.” 

Since the Farm to School 
Grant program’s inception 
in 2013, USDA has awarded 
a total of $100 million to 
more than 1,200 Farm to 
School Grant projects ac-
ross the country. This year’s 
grants represent the largest 
total amount USDA has of-
fered in Farm to School 
Grants in a single year. 

Farm to School Grants 
support projects that: 

Incorporate more unpro-
cessed, locally sourced 
foods into meals served at 
school, summer sites, and/or 
by child care providers; 

Provide producers train-
ing on procurement require-
ments and food safety 
standards to protect child 
health; 

Integrate agricultural 
education into career and 
technical programs to sup-
port the longevity of Amer-
ica’s agricultural legacy; 

Encourage increased 
consumption of fresh, 
whole fruits and vegetables; 
and more. 

 This grant opportunity is 
open to state and local 
agencies, Tribes, child nu-
trition program operators, 
small- to medium-sized ag-
riculture producers, groups 
of agricultural producers, 
and nonprofits. Detailed in-
formation about eligibility 
and application require-
ments can be found in the 
request for applications. Ap-
plications close on Dec. 5, 
2025.

After A Hot Summer Most Welcome Fall

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) encourages ev-
eryone to enjoy fall foliage through 
camping, hiking, driving tours, or 
even floating. To help, MDC offers 
weekly online fall color updates from 
agency foresters all over the state at 
mdc.mo.gov/fallcolor. 

“Our weekly fall color updates 
are a great resource for the public,” 
said MDC Forestry Field Programs 
Supervisor Russell Hinnah. “For-
esters begin posting reports in mid-
September that show users where 
trees are beginning to turn and even 
suggest great places to see changing 
leaves.” 

Hinnah said the dry summer con-
ditions will likely cause fall color to 
start sooner than normal. 

“Due to recent dry weather across 
central and southern Missouri, we’re 
already starting to see trees change 
and some may even lose leaves 
early,” he explained. 

The chilly evenings we see in the 

fall season are critical for leaves to 
change color. 

“Sugars produced by photosyn-
thesis are trapped inside leaves by the 
cool autumn nights,” Hinnah ex-
plained. “Those sugars are the build-
ing blocks for the rich red, yellow, 
orange, and purple pigments. Chilly 
nights cause the breakdown of green 
pigments, allowing the fall colors to 
show through.” 

Missouri trees first begin chang-
ing color in the northern part of the 
state, then move southward. Sassa-
fras, sumac, and Virginia creeper are 
some of the earliest to change in mid-
September. In late September, black 
gum, bittersweet, and dogwood are 
turning. The peak of fall color 
usually hits around mid-October. 

“Trees like maple, ash, oak, and 
hickory are at the peak of their fall 
display by the middle of October,” 
Hinnah noted. “Normally by the end 
of the month, colors are fading and 
leaves are falling.” 

Missouri’s fall color can be en-
joyed from almost anywhere. For 
spectacular vistas, choose routes 
along rivers with views of forested 
bluffs, and along ridges with sweep-
ing scenes of forested landscapes. 

“MDC conservation areas or 
Missouri state parks are wonderful 
places to take in the fall color,” sug-
gested Hinnah. 

And fall color isn’t just limited to 
trees. Prairies and roadsides display 
beautiful shades of gold, purple, 
olive, and auburn with autumn wild-
flowers, shrubs, and grasses. In cities 
and towns, enjoy places with mature 
trees such as older neighborhoods, 
parks, and even cemeteries. 

 
MDC provides its annual fall 

color update at mdc.mo.gov/fall-
color. The weekly reports include 
what species of trees are turning and 
suggestions on best places to see 
them. The updates run September-
November.

Fall Tips To Beat Winter Hassles
Once the grass gets its 

final cut and the leaves are 
handled, it’s time to swap out 
the mower, blower, and 
trimmer for the snow thrower, 
generator, and chainsaw. The 
Outdoor Power Equipment 
Institute (OPEI) says a little 
prep now means less stress—
and fewer repair bills—later. 

“Your end-of-season rou-
tine sets the stage for when 
the weather turns colder,” 
says Kris Kiser, OPEI Pres-
ident and CEO of OPEI, an 
international trade association 
representing manufacturers 
and suppliers of outdoor 
power equipment, small en-
gines, battery power systems, 
portable generators, utility 
and personal transport ve-
hicles, and golf cars. 

Here are OPEI’s eight 
quick tips for getting ready 
for fall and winter and storing 
warm-weather tools the right 
way: 

1. Follow the manual. Re-
view the manufacturer’s 
guide (download it if you’ve 
misplaced it) and follow all 
safety steps—especially how 
to shut down equipment 
quickly. Never disable or re-
move safety features. 

2. Service before storage. 
Do all maintenance as di-
rected by the owner’s manual. 
Clean, change oil, swap 
filters, and handle any repairs 
before parking summer gear. 
Give winter equipment a 
once-over, too.  

3. Manage fuel smartly. Be 
sure to run tanks empty be-
fore storage. For winter 
equipment, use fresh fuel 
(most engines run on no more 
than 10 percent ethanol), add 
stabilizer according to man-
ufacturer’s guidelines, and 
use fuel within 30 days. 

4. Charge and store bat-
teries right. Fully charge 
them, keep them away from 
metal, and store in a climate-
controlled space. 

5. Keep gear sheltered. 
Store summer equipment 
clean and dry. Keep winter 
gear handy but out of the 
weather. 

6. Clear the way. Make 
space in the garage or shed 
now. Remove yard debris, 
toys, and other hazards from 
the yard before snow hides 
them. 

7. Be generator-ready. 

Stock heavy-duty, outdoor-
rated cords long enough to 
run your generator at a safe 
distance from the house. 
Never operate indoors or near 
openings. 

8. Keep what’s most im-
portant inside. When operat-
ing any outdoor power 
equipment, kids and pets 
should be indoors and super-
vised.  

 
For more on safety, visit 

OPEI.org.
Missouri Mudders 

SHOW ME 
SHOWDOWN 

Friday, Sept. 19 • 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 20 • 11 a.m. 

PIKE’S  
OFFROAD PARK 

11950 Hwy. VV - Bowling Green 
$20,000 IN PAYOUTS 

& TROPHIES 
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Pike To Pike . . .

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

I would certainly appre-
ciate any news you have to 
share in this column. Just 
give me a call at the above 
number or send me a text 
with all of your news, and 
we will go from there. 

Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries for the weeks of Sept. 
17-23, 2025:      

Sept.17 - Dawn Troxell, 
Nolan Baker, Thomas 
Brown 

Sept.18 - Bill Dean, 
Jamie Wintjen 

Sept.19 - Ashley Davis, 
Joe Anderson, Lucus Ruble, 
Michael Troxell, Tristan 
Rudd, George and Brenda 
Crawford 

Sept. 20 - Rachel Smith, 
Cory and Holly Young, 
Randy and Sally Garner 

Sept. 21 - Trish Doyle 

Sept. 22 - Paul Roland 
Sept. 23 - Bob Lipcamon, 

Jeff Fesler, Mary Cobb, 
Shevi McCoy 

Gwendolyn Rebecca Ann 
Niffen arrived on the scene 
in the Hannibal Regional 
Hospital at 3:20 p.m., on 
Monday, Sept. 8. She 
weighed 8 pounds 3 ounces 
and was 20 inches long, and 
her proud parents are Jacob 
and Katy. Local great grand-
father is Jamie Niffen. Of 
course, Jamie and I made a 
trip over to Hannibal to see 
her on Tuesday, and each of 
us got to hold her.   

Pray for the United States 
of America. What a terrible, 
terrible tragedy happened in 
America this past week! 
Charlie Kirk was a man of 
faith, proclaimed Bible doc-
trine, and a man of wise 
words. Our country was 
founded on freedom of 
speech and freedom of reli-
gion, and Charlie died a 
martyr because of those 
freedoms. Never take our 
freedom for granted and 
stand up for what you be-
lieve. 

Be still, and know that I 
am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth!  Psalm 
46:10   

Wednesday evening, 
Sept. 10, supper guest of 
Jamie and I was my son Na-

than. Enjoyed a delicious 
meal and a good visit. Then 
Friday evening, grandson 
Wess Davis arrived to help 
us with our television and 
afterwards, he enjoyed a 
supper meal. It's always 
nice to have family.  

We went to town Sat-
urday afternoon and saw the 
most amount of people on 
the Courtyard lawn than I 
had seen in a long time. 
Gobs more than had been 
there during the Fall Festi-
val. The Pittsfield High 
School Homecoming was 
taking place and everyone 
was there either to take pic-
tures of their youth all 
dressed in their finest or 
they were the youth them-
selves. All around the 
square no parking spots 
were to be found. Kudos to 
everyone being there to 
show support to our youth. 

If you didn't make it to 
the Courtyard Cafe in Pitts-
field Saturday evening, Sep-
tember 13, to hear The Big 
River Band, you really 
missed it. There was a good 
crowd there with excellent 
service and food and won-
derful entertainment.          

 
God is forever....listen-

ing, watching....and most of 
all...waiting for you to ask 
Him to forgive you and to 
save you. 

Who gets to decide Bowling 
Green’s future? You do!  

With your votes, with your involve-
ment, searching out the beliefs of 
would- be elected officials, and then 
voting for the people you believe in for 
propelling Bowling Green for tomor-
row and beyond. People that attend 
city meetings, support fundraisers, en-
gage in our fantastic Bowling 
Green R-I School District, 
are involved in our city li-
brary, fire department, and 
our little league programs, 
are all a part of our caring 
community that should de-
sire to be the best we can be 
for ourselves, our children,  
the next generation, and for 
the overall welfare of all our 
citizens! 

Who will be the next per-
son that takes over our 
Champ Clark Heritage Day 
Festival if Sarrah G retires? Who will 
be our next Bowling Green Chamber 
board president, who will our Gene-
alogy and Jail Museum president? 
Much like our last couple of busi-
nesses that have closed, who will take 
over those businesses or are they a 
lost service to our wonderful town?   

Meme’s has been doing it right as 
they have trained up two generations 
now to take over when retirement is 
inevitable. Ingram’s Plumbing did it 
right with training Mike to continue the 
legacy and plumbing service to Bowl-
ing Green, Pike County, and beyond. 
Spark’s Maintenance where Brad has 
brought his sons into the business 
and has expanded to an international 
manufacturer has prepared for the fu-
ture.  

Imagine the future of Bowling 
Green. We all have a role to play in 
creating a future for our awesome 
community. Be a participant in the de-

velopment of our town. When citizens 
come together with their time, imagi-
nation, finances, involvement, and 
ideas, we come together as a com-
munity with collective wisdom and di-
rection for the present and the future. 

Thanks to all who engaged in and 
supported Champ Clark Heritage Fes-
tival last weekend. The parade was 

fun, the vendors offered 
many unique varieties, the 
food was suburb, the car 
show was amazing, and the 
weather was beautiful! 
Thanks to all the helpers 
who made this year another 
success! 

A lot of other wonderful 
activities are going on 
throughout Bowling Green 
with Bobcat games in foot-
ball, our marching band, 
(Best Band in the Land), 
girls’ softball and volleyball, 

cheerleaders, dance teams, and FFA 
flower sales. Dancing in the Park is 
Saturday, Sept. 20 from 7-9 p.m., with 
D J Eric McGlenn. Fieldhouse 54 con-
tinues with their weekly famers mar-
ket, craft vendors, food trucks, bake 
sales, and music concerts for all ages. 
Please support these activities that 
are designed to offer Bowling Green, 
Pike County, and neighboring com-
munities/counties fun and interesting 
events in which to participate. 

Good citizens inspire themselves! 
Great citizens inspire their community! 
Small cities are like solid fences, but 
you can’t strengthen them with white-
wash. Progress is not created by 
people that are content! A mediocre 
citizen goes about their own business. 
A good citizen stays informed. A su-
perior citizen models and gets in-
volved, but an outstanding citizen 
inspires others to become active and 
engaged in their community!

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to:  
peoplestribune@ 

sbcglobal.net
On Sept. 25: There will 

be a meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Pike County 
Health Department, Home 
Health and Hospice Agency 
at 8:30 a.m., in the confer-
ence room at 1 Healthcare 
Place, Bowling Green. 

Glenn & Anita Niffen

Niffen Couple Celebrates 
60th Wedding Anniversary

Glenn and Anita (Welch) 
Niffen celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on Fri-
day, Aug. 1, 2025 with a sur-
prise party given by their 
children and grandchildren. 
They celebrated with friends 
and family. 

Glenn and Anita were 
married Aug. 1, 1965 at 
Edgewood Baptist Church.  

 
In 60 years of marriage, 

they had five children, six 
grandchildren, and 10 great-
grandchildren. 

Glenn & Anita Niffen - 1965

Minor Named To 
President’s List

Laura Minor of Lou-
isiana  has been named to 
Southern New Hampshire 
University's (SNHU) 
Summer 2025 President's 
List. The summer terms run 
from May to August. 

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for 
the reporting term are 
named to the President's 
List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 
credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, 
winter/spring, and summer.

Fall Fun:  
Five Ways To Get Outdoors

The TurfMutt Founda-
tion is encouraging families 
to take advantage of fall’s 
cooler temperatures and 
vivid scenery by spending 
more time in their own 
backyards and local green 
spaces. Outdoor activity in 
the autumn months isn’t just 
enjoyable, getting outside is 
linked to lower stress, 
sharper focus, and better 
overall health. 

“Mulligan the TurfMutt 
and I enjoy this time of year 
when the air is crisp and the 
leaves are changing,” said 
Kris Kiser, President and 
CEO of the TurfMutt Foun-
dation. “You don’t have to 
travel far to find adventure. 
It’s right outside your door, 
and your dog will be more 

than happy to come along to 
all these activities.” 

The TurfMutt Founda-
tion offers these ideas for 
making the most of the sea-
son: 

1. Become a Backyard 
Scientist: Download free 
(and fun) educational mate-
rials at turfmutt.com/educa-
tion and turn your yard or 
local park into an outdoor 
STEM classroom. 

2. Host a Fall Scavenger 
Hunt: Organize a search for 
seasonal items like colorful 
leaves, acorns, and feathers 
– or whatever is indicative 
of fall in your climate zone. 

3. Take in the Scenery: 
Walk or bike through your 
neighborhood or park to 
take in fall foliage while 

watching for migrating 
birds and wildlife. 

4. Spend an Evening 
Under the Stars: Grab blan-
kets, hot cocoa, and s'mores 
fixings to host an evening in 
your yard around a firepit or 
spread out a blanket to gaze 
at (and teach to kids!) the 
constellations. 

5. Make Yard Clean-up 
Fun: Turn garden clean-up 
and fall bulb planting into 
games or challenges for 
kids. Let kids jump in leaf 
piles or hide your dog's fa-
vorite toy for a "treasure 
hunt."  

For more fun fall ideas 
and to learn how to create a 
healthy green space for fam-
ilies and pets, visit 
www.turfmutt.com.

Mizzou Economist: 2025 Farm Income 
Boosted By High Cattle Prices

Net farm income in the 
United States is projected to 
reach $177 billion in 2025, 
a sharp increase from $128 
billion in 2024.  

This is according to the 
latest update of the annual 
U.S. farm income and con-
sumer food price report by 
the Food and Agricultural 
Policy Research Institute 
(FAPRI) at the University of 
Missouri’s College of Agri-
culture, Food and Natural 
Resources. 

Record cattle prices and 
large one-time government 
payments have boosted 
2025 income but declines in 
crop prices and projected re-
ductions in future govern-
ment support raise concerns 
about the outlook for 2026. 

“Despite strong income 
this year, much of the gain 
is temporary,” Pat Westhoff, 
director of FAPRI, said. “As 
emergency payments dry up 
and crop prices remain 
weak, we project a $31 bil-
lion decline in farm income 
next year.” 

The report incorporates 
data available in August 
2025, including United 
States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) crop pro-
duction estimates and 
economic forecasts from 
S&P Global. It also ac-
counts for modifications in 

key farm programs and tax 
credits related to biofuel 
production that were in-
cluded in the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act signed into law 
in July. 

Key findings from the 
update include: 

Corn prices fall signifi-
cantly due to record produc-
tion, with the 2025-26 
marketing year (Sept. 1 – 
Aug. 31) average price pro-
jected at $4.05 per bushel, 
slightly above USDA’s la-
test estimate. Modest price 
recovery is expected in 
2026-27. 

Soybean prices increase 
slightly to $10.16 per bushel 
in 2025-26 as reduced 
acreage and strong biofuel 
demand tighten supplies. 
Continued demand from the 
renewable fuels sector could 
drive further gains in 2026-
27. 

Other crop prices remain 
weak, with large global 
supplies pressuring wheat, 
rice, sorghum and barley. 
Cotton is a notable excep-
tion, with a smaller crop 
supporting prices at 66.5 
cents per pound. 

Cattle prices hit new 
records. Tight supplies and 
strong domestic demand 
push prices even higher in 
2026 before increased pro-
duction brings moderation. 

Dairy production in-
creases as both cow 
numbers and yields re-
bound. However, added 
supply has weighed on 
prices, especially for cheese 
and butter. Exports are ex-
pected to help offset the 
pressure. 

Food price inflation re-
bounds to 2.9 percent in 
2025, driven largely by beef 
prices, which are projected 
to rise by more than 10 per-
cent for the year. Food-at-
home inflation is expected 
to moderate in 2026, but 
costs at restaurants continue 
to rise. 

Westhoff emphasizes that 
the projections reflect a 
snapshot in time and are 
subject to change as new in-
formation becomes avail-
able. 

“These forecasts are con-
ditional on current policies 
and market expectations,” 
Westhoff said. “They pro-
vide a useful benchmark for 
evaluating potential impacts 
of economic shifts, weather 
events and future policy 
changes.” 

The update is part of 
FAPRI’s ongoing efforts to 
provide policymakers, in-
dustry stakeholders and the 
public with reliable eco-
nomic analysis of the U.S. 
agricultural sector.

Resolution Of The City Of Vandalia 
Honoring Constitution Week

A Resolution of the City of 
Vandalia Honoring Constitu-
tion Week, Sept. 17-23, 2025. 

 
WHEREAS the Constitu-

tion of the United States of 
America, the guardian of our 
liberties, was adopted on Sep-
tember 17, 1787, and stands as 
the foundation of our demo-
cratic republic; and 
WHEREAS it is fitting and 
proper to officially recognize 
this magnificent document and 
the anniversary of its adoption; 
and 

WHEREAS Public Law 
915 designates September 17 
through 23 of each year as 
Constitution Week and calls 
upon citizens to reaffirm the 
ideals of the Framers of the 

Constitution by vigilantly pro-
tecting the freedoms guaran-
teed to us through this guardian 
of our liberties; and 
WHEREAS the City of Van-
dalia recognizes the importance 
of educating citizens about the 
Constitution and encouraging 
civic engagement, especially 
among youth and future 
leaders; and WHEREAS the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution and other patriotic 
organizations across the nation 
promote Constitution Week 
through educational programs, 
public events, and community 
outreach; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED by the City 
Council of the City of Vandalia, 
Missouri, that: 

The week of Sept. 17-23, 
2025, is hereby proclaimed as 
Constitution Week in the City 
of Vandalia. 

All residents are encouraged 
to reflect on the rights and re-
sponsibilities of citizenship and 
to participate in activities that 
honor the enduring legacy of 
the U.S. Constitution. 

The City Clerk is directed to 
transmit a copy of this res-
olution to local schools, civic 
organizations, and media out-
lets to promote awareness and 
participation. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED 

this 9th day of September 
2025. 

CITY OF VANDALIA, 
MISSOURI

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
Opens 2025-2026 Bus Grant Program

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’ 
Division of State Parks is 
pleased to announce the 
opening of the next round of 
the Bus Grant Program for 
the 2025-2026 school year.  

This is a noncompetitive 
grant that is awarded on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
to qualified applicants. The 
deadline to apply is May 12, 
2026.  

The Bus Grant Program 
is available to public school 
districts, private schools, 
charter schools and youth-

focused nonprofit organiza-
tions with 501(c) 3 status. 
The Bus Grant Program is 
available only to Missouri 
schools and nonprofit or-
ganizations. 

Missouri State Parks 
offers busing grants to un-
derwrite the cost of field 
trips for schools (pre-K–
12th grade) and nonprofit 
organizations to connect 
youth with nature at our 
Missouri state parks and 
historic sites.   

For more information 
about this program and to 

download the Missouri 
State Parks Bus Grant Ap-
plication Guidance, visit 
mostateparks.com/page/947
81/missouri-state-parks-
bus-grant-program. 

For questions, contact 
grants management staff at 
mspgrants@dnr.mo.gov.  

 
For more information on 

state parks and historic sites, 
visit mostateparks.com. 
Missouri State Parks is a di-
vision of the Missouri De-
partment of Natural 
Resources.
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Ageing Alone: 311,774 Missourians Living In 
Constant Loneliness, Finds Study

Loneliness has been shown 
to take a serious toll on both 
mental and physical health - 
and the risk is especially high 
for older adults who have lost a 
partner or live on their own.  

Using County Health Rank-
ings data, paired with their own 
survey insights, A Mission for 
Michael were able to identify 
the loneliest areas in Missouri. 
This research shines a light on 
the realities of isolation - and 
why connection, purpose, and 
community support matter 
more than ever. 

The results paint a striking 
picture, with 20 percent of Mis-
sourians stating they feel 

lonely, and 6.4 percent 
(311,774 people) admitting that 
they are 'always lonely', sug-
gesting loneliness isn’t just 
frequent - it’s relentless. 

Zooming in, the local con-
trasts are just as revealing. The 
top 5 counties for chronic lone-
liness are: 

St. Louis City: 7.4% 
Audrain: 7.2% 
Mississippi: 7.2% 
Morgan: 7% 
Warren: 7% 
On the other end, the fol-

lowing counties have the small-
est proportion of residents who 
describe themselves as always 
lonely: 

Platte: 5.8% 
Ralls: 6% 
Miller: 6% 
Macon: 6% 
Jefferson: 6% 
What’s clear is that loneli-

ness isn’t evenly distributed ac-
ross the state, and the 
difference between being 
“sometimes” lonely and “al-
ways” lonely can dramatically 
affect someone’s quality of life. 
These findings highlight not 
just where loneliness exists, but 
where it may be most urgent to 
strengthen community connec-
tions and outreach efforts. 

“Loneliness can feel over-
whelming, and for some people 

it becomes a constant state 
rather than an occasional feel-
ing. That’s why professional 
treatment and support are so 
vital - because no one should 
have to manage the weight of 
loneliness on their own.  

 
With the right care, people 

can find new ways to connect, 
build healthier coping 
strategies, and feel supported in 
a way that makes a real differ-
ence” says Anand Mehta, 
LMFT. He is an Executive Di-
rector at AMFM Healthcare.

BGHS Grad Publishes Debut Fantasy eBook
Vandalia Barber Shop 
215B S. Main - Vandalia 

573-594-
3521 

Tuesday-Wednesday- 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 

Harold Williams 

Bowling Green High School 
graduate Bethany Henson has re-
leased her debut fantasy novel, The 
Dragon Wolf Queen: In-between 
State Lines, now available in 
ebook format. 

According to Henson, the story 
follows Annabelle, a 17-year-old 
who discovers she is part wolf and 

part dragon. As she learns about a 
hidden mythical realm, Annabelle 
confronts an ancient curse threat-
ening the dragons and must decide 
how far she will go to protect their 
world. 

Henson said her late grand-
mother, Anna Marie Henson, en-
couraged her interest in writing 

and genealogy. “She taught me to 
always be myself,” Henson said. 
“I’ll always remember my grand-
mother Anna Marie—she was my 
role model and a kindred soul.” 

 
Henson plans additional entries 

in the series and hopes to offer a 
print edition in the future. 



HUGE MOVING 
SALE - Friday & 
Saturday, 8 a.m.-?. 
14174 Hwy. Y, ac-
ross from Country 
View Nursing Home 
in B.G. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. 
Amish built in Indi-
ana, excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. 
Call for info 573-
249-3333, markt-
wainmobilehomes. 
com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call 
or text 573-338-
6250 or email 
GregS.CDH@out-
look.com. (tf) 

SELF-STORAGE 
- In Vandalia. Units 
in 3 sizes - 10x20, 
10x10, and 8x10. 
L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MA-

TURITY BUILDING 
- Vandalia - Family 
reunion, shower, 
birthday. Call Art 
Wiser, 594-3224. (tf) 

C L E A R A N C E 
SALE - Eureka vac-
uum cleaners. Van-
dalia Firestone, 
Appliance & Furni-
ture, 573-594-6624. 

 
FOUR used 

dryers. Call for 
price. Vandalia Fire-
stone, Appliance & 
Furniture, 573-594-
6624. 

 
REFURNISHED 

C O M P U T E R S , 
parts, accessories. 
Call Geeky Hillbilly 
Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf) 

GOOD used tires, 
passenger & light 
truck, $15 & up. 
Vandalia Firestone 
& Appliance, 594-
6624.  

 
METAL ROOF-

ING. Wagler Metals: 
21764 Pike 409, 
Bowling Green. (tf) 

 
HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, 
$1,500. 636-697-
8499. (tf) 

To Whom It May 
Concern: Notice is 
hereby given that by 
an order of the Cir-
cuit Court of the 
County of Pike, Mis-
souri, Division No. 1, 
Case No. 25PI-
FC0039 made en-
tered on the record 
on 08/04/2025, the 
name of Noah 
James Baker was 
changed to Noah 
James Outlaw. 

NO HUNTING OR 
T R E S PA S S I N G , 
Murry Shepherd 
Farms. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not 
responsible for in-
juries or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASS-

ING OR HUNTING  
on the property of 
Cherlyn Boots. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not 
responsible for acci-
dents on property.  

P R E M I E R E 
P R E S S U R E 
WASHING - Outside 
hgouse cleaning, 
soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm 
equipment, and 
trailers. Free esti-
mates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & 
GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, and 
parts. Used golf cars 
and mowers. Hwy. 
54 West, Louisiana, 
MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILL-

BILLY COMPUTER 
SERVICES LLC - 
B.G. computer re-
pair & recycling, 
573-324-7176, 573-
567-6164. (tf) 

B&J SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Com-
mercial or residen-
tial, septic pumping 
& repair, sewer au-
gering & repair, 
grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch 
Menne, 573-384-
5536.  

 
BROWN’S SEP-

TIC PUMPING - 
Commercial or res-
idential, portable toi-
let rental, job sites, 
special events, auc-
tions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Lou-
isiana, 754-5812. 
(tf) 

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by 
Ann Hecox. Make 
great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 an-
nahcx@gmail.com.  

FOR SALE
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  

Classifieds
SERVICES
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Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

GARAGE SALE

$25,985

Stock #T5168A - 2022 Ford Edge ST-
Line, Exterior Color Agate Black Metallic, 
Interior Color Ebony, AWD, 67,435 Miles, 

21/28 MPG City/Hwy.

SERVICES

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

FOR RENT

Poage Ford

FOR SALE

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

WE WELCOME 
YOUR  

LOCAL NEWS

NO HUNTING

MOBILE HOMES

NOTICE

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling Green

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT OPENING 
Seeking an individual capable of man-

aging daily administrative tasks.  Respon-
sible for accounting tasks including 
payroll, related reporting, invoicing, order-
ing. 

Must have excellent organizational and 
time-management skills, ability to work in-
dependently and as part of a team.Full-
time: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.Salary 
based on experience and qualifications. 

Send resume to: A & W Communica-
tions, 100 N. Main Street, Eolia, MO 
63344. 

A & W Communications is an  
Equal Opportunity Employer 

PUT OUR  
CLASSIFIEDS TO 
WORK FOR YOU

SERVICES

CALL 324-6111 
TO PLACE 
YOUR ADS
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Increase Flower Power By Dividing 
Overgrown Perennials

As clump-forming peren-
nials mature, they often be-
come overcrowded, competing 
among themselves for light, 
water and nutrients. This typi-
cally results in fewer blooms, 
said David Trinklein, state hor-
ticulture specialist with Univer-
sity of Missouri Extension. 

Don’t despair. “With a little 
garden surgery, new life can be 
instilled into ragged, over-
grown perennials,” said Trin-
klein. 

While division may seem 
like a spring task, early fall is 
ideal, he said. Cooler weather 
and reduced water stress help 
plants recover and reestablish 
roots before winter. Root 
growth continues into late fall 
as long as soils remain warm. 

WHY DIVIDE PERENNIALS? 
Overcrowding stresses 

plants and reduces flowering. 

Dividing them restores vigor 
and lets gardeners expand their 
beds or share plants with 
others. 

HOW TO  
DIVIDE PERENNIALS 

A sharp spade or garden 
fork works best. 

Slice the clump, making 
sure roots remain intact. 

Take half the clump with as 
many roots as possible. 

Refill the original hole with 
good soil and replant the re-
moved portion elsewhere, or 
pass it along to a friend. 

Keep the soil moist for sev-
eral weeks while the plant set-
tles in. 

What to divide, and what 
not to 

Some perennials thrive 
when divided, including: 

Daylilies. 
Irises. 

Ornamental grasses. 
Black-eyed Susans. 
Purple coneflowers. 
Not all perennials require 

division. Peonies prefer to stay 
put. If unsure, check plant care 
recommendations or consult 
the MU Extension website. 

FERTILIZING:  
TIMING MATTERS 

Avoid fertilizing in fall, 
since winter cold may damage 
new growth. Wait until spring, 
when plants break dormancy. 
Use a balanced fertilizer and 
follow label instructions. 

 
SHARE THE LOVE 

“Gardeners rarely throw 
away plants,” Trinklein noted. 
“They use divisions to expand 
their gardens or share with 
friends.” Label your divisions 
so you remember what you 
planted and where.

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

Transportation Committee Approves 
Bill To Dramatically Reform FEMA

The Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee 
approved legislation on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10 to pro-
vide the most robust legis-
lative reform of the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and fed-
eral disaster assistance pro-
grams in decades. 

The Fixing Emergency 
Management for Americans 
(FEMA) Act of 2025 (H.R. 
4669) streamlines the fed-
eral government’s disaster 
response and recovery pro-
grams while also making 
FEMA a cabinet-level 
agency once again that is di-
rectly accountable to the 
President.  The bill rewards 
effective state and local pre-

paredness, protects tax-
payers, cuts red tape, and 
ensures that relief efforts are 
fast, fair, and free from po-
litical bias. 

“The FEMA Act is de-
signed to address one sim-
ple fact that we all 
recognize, especially Amer-
icans who have been im-
pacted by disasters: FEMA 
is not working the way it 
should for our com-
munities,” said Chairman 
Graves.  “This bill makes 
FEMA directly accountable 
to the President, replaces the 
slow and bureaucratic re-
building process, makes 
critical reforms to speed up 
federal processes, makes 
disaster assistance work 

better for survivors, de-
mands greater transparency 
from FEMA, and more.” 

The FEMA Act was in-
troduced by Transportation 
and Infrastructure Commit-
tee Chairman Sam Graves 
(R-MO); Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee 
Ranking Member Rick 
Larsen (D-WA); former 
Economic Development, 
Public Buildings, and Emer-
gency Management Sub-
committee lead Republican 
Daniel Webster (R-FL); and 
Economic Development, 
Public Buildings, and Emer-
gency Management Sub-
committee Ranking 
Member Greg Stanton (D-
AZ). 

MU Extension: More Than  90 Percent Of The State 
In Drought As Harvest Draws Near

As harvest nears, Univer-
sity of Missouri Extension 
agronomy specialists see 
signs of flash drought creep-
ing into Missouri farmland 
and threatening crop yields. 

According to MU Exten-
sion state climatologist Za-
chary Leasor, the U.S. 
Drought Monitor map for 
Missouri released on Sept. 4 
shows that 93.68 percent of 
Missouri is at least abnor-
mally dry following an un-
usually wet spring. 

The southeastern and 
southwestern parts of Mis-
souri are hardest hit, but the 
rest of the state except for 
northwestern Missouri is 
showing emerging signs of 
drought. 

Soybean Specialist: An-
ticipate Harvest 

The rain shortfall comes 
just as most soybean are in 
the seed-filling stage, when 
demand for water is highest 
to produce and transfer pho-
toassimilates into seed re-
serves, says MU Extension 
state soybean farming sys-
tems specialist Andre Froes 
de Borja Reis. 

“Under dry conditions, 
soybean seeds may become 
undersized, resulting in 
yield loss,” Reis says. 

He recommends that 
growers consider anticipa-
ting harvest. “Drought has 
already reduced seed forma-
tion in some regions and 
planting date scenarios, and 
any rainfall on harvest-ma-
tured beans could trigger 
seed deterioration and price 
penalties,” he says. 

Undersized and over-
dried beans are particularly 
vulnerable to deterioration 
if rainfall there’s rain after 
harvest maturity. Beans with 
low moisture content be-
come especially prone to 
damage following rainfall, 
says Reis. 

Low test weights are al-
ready expected due to 
drought during the seed fill-
ing, as predicted by the Uni-
versity of Missouri’s 
Soybean Growth and Yield 
Tool. 

Something similar hap-
pened in the 2024 growing 
season when Hurricane He-
lene brought heavy rainfall 
to southern Missouri in late 
September, exposing mature 
beans to excessive moisture. 

However, seed deteriora-
tion and other quality issues 
only became apparent after 
the storm. Deteriorated seed 
from the 2024 storm was 
tested and found to contain 
species of Fusarium, Cerco-
spora and Diaporthe, which 
can lead to dockage at the 
elevator, says Mandy Bish, 
MU Extension state plant 
pathologist. Learn more 
from the MU Integrated 
Pest Management article 
“Soybean Seed Deteriora-
tion in Southern Missouri.” 

Reis notes that the Soy-
bean Farming Systems 
Yield Prediction Tool cur-
rently forecasts a yield de-
crease in several areas. 
More details are available at 
MU Extension Soybean 
Growth Monitoring. 

Weed Scientist: Watch 
For Herbicide Carryover 

MU Extension weed 
scientist Kevin Bradley says 
growers should watch for 
herbicide carryover to cover 
crops that will be seeded or 
planted soon. Residual her-
bicides applied later than 
usual in corn or soybean this 
year may not have fully de-
graded because of dry con-
ditions at the end of the 
season. This creates the po-
tential for injury of cover 
crops species planted in the 
coming weeks, says Brad-
ley. 

Disease & Drought 

“With rapid corn senes-
cence and drought con-
ditions, farmers should 
scout for stalk and ear rots, 
as some fungal pathogens 
favor these stresses,” says 
Bish. 

The “push test” is a sim-
ple way to assess lodging 
risk: Push 20 plants in five 
areas of a field about 45 de-
grees. A weak stalk will 
snap or break, while a 
strong one will remain in-
tact. 

Bish advises prioritizing 
early harvest for fields 
where more than 10-15 per-
cent of stalks are weak or 
where noticeable ear rot is 
present, as many ear rot 
fungi continue to grow until 
grain moisture falls below 
15 percent. 

Find more information in 
“An Overview of Ear Rots” 
from the Crop Protection 
Network. 

No immediate relief in 
sight 

Leasor says no signifi-
cant rainfall is forecast, and 
tropical storm relief like last 
year is unlikely. 

 
Preliminary data for Au-

gust 2025 indicated this was 
Missouri’s second-driest 
August on record, with just 
0.79 inches of statewide 
average precipitation. 
Springfield saw its driest 
August ever with only 0.19 
inches, and Columbia 
recorded 0.11 inches, its 
second driest. 

“This is a classic flash 
drought, developing rapidly 
after a wet growing season,” 
Leasor says. 

Since the 1980s, Mis-
souri has experienced 16 
drought disasters costing $1 
billion or more each in dam-
ages, underscoring the need 
for proactive management, 
he says.

September Is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month
September is Suicide 

Prevention Awareness 
Month—a time to spread 
hope, share resources, and 
remind our communities 
that help is available. Show-
Me Strong Farm Families 
has a Mental Health toolkit 
available at extension.mis-
souri.edu/ 

Living and working on a 
farm or ranch can be isolat-
ing. Rural areas have fewer 

counselors, and the work 
never stops. However, help 
is available if you or some-
one you know is struggling.  

The University of Mis-
souri Psychological Serv-
ices Clinic (PSC) offers no 
cost telehealth, confidential 
counseling for rural families 
in partnership with MU Ex-
tension. Any Missouri 
farmer, rancher or immedi-
ate family member over 16 

years of age is eligible. To 
setup an appointment: Call 
573-882-4677 

Schedule an online ap-
pointment by filling out the 
informational form and pri-
vately submitting at 
muext.us/PSCFarmRanch 

 
For more information 

and resources, check out 
Show-Me Strong Farm 
Families | MU Extension.

Need A Ride?
OATS Transit is currently offer-

ing regular transportation services 
to rural residents of any age.  

 
To schedule a ride or to inquire 

about services available in your 
area, please call the OATS Transit 

office at 660-415-0901 or 800-654-
6287. You can also visit our web-
site at www.oatstransit.org, where 
you can find your local schedule by 
clicking on your county under the 
“Bus Schedules” tab.  

OATS Transit is available to the 

rural general public of any age. Ad-
ditionally, we contract with various 
agencies to serve their clients.  

Offices are closed and regular 
routes will not be running on Oct. 
13 due to the Columbus Day holi-
day.

MAHA Commission Unveils Sweeping 
Strategy To Make Children Healthy Again
The Make America 

Healthy Again Commission 
today released the Make 
Our Children Healthy 
Again Strategy, a sweeping 
plan with more than 120 
initiatives to reverse the 
failed policies that fueled 
America’s childhood 
chronic disease epidemic. 
The strategy outlines tar-
geted executive actions to 
advance gold-standard 
science, realign incentives, 
increase public awareness, 
and strengthen private-sec-
tor collaboration. 

Chaired by U.S. Health 
and Human Services Secre-
tary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 
the Commission is tasked 
with investigating and ad-
dressing the root causes of 
America’s escalating health 
crisis, with a focus on 
childhood chronic diseases. 

“Today’s MAHA Com-
mission report is another 
historic milestone for our 
country and a testament to 
President Trump’s leader-
ship and commitment to 
Make America Healthy 
Again,” said U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Brooke L. 
Rollins. “America’s 
farmers and ranchers are at 
the heart of the solution — 
alongside doctors, parents, 
and communities - to fight 
chronic disease and protect 
future generations. Under 
this Administration, we are 
not just talking about 
healthy outcomes; we are 
delivering them by securing 
voluntary commitments to 
remove artificial food dye 
from major brands, provid-
ing technical assistance to 
States interested in restrict-
ing junk food and soda 
from SNAP, and providing 
growers with new tools to 
maintain and improve soil 
health, including the intro-
duction of a regenerative 
farming practice pilot pro-
gram. Together with our 
partners at HHS and EPA, 
we are charting a new 
course, strengthening the 
health of our families, and 
ensuring the United States 
leads the world with the sa-
fest, strongest, and most 
abundant food supply.” 

 

KEY FOCUS AREAS  
OF THE STRATEGY 

Restoring Science & Re-
search: Expanding NIH and 
agency research into 
chronic disease prevention, 
nutrition and metabolic 
health, food quality, envi-
ronmental exposures, au-
tism, gut microbiome, 
precision agriculture, rural 
and tribal health, vaccine 
injury, and mental health. 

Historic Executive Ac-
tions: Reforming dietary 
guidelines; defining ultra-
processed foods; improving 
food labeling; closing the 
GRAS loophole; raising in-
fant formula standards; re-
moving harmful chemicals 
from the food supply; in-
creasing oversight and en-
forcement of 
direct-to-consumer pre-
scription drug advertising 
laws; improving food 
served in schools, hospitals, 
and to veterans; and re-
forming Medicaid quality 
metrics to measure health 
outcomes. 

Process Reform & De-
regulation: Streamlining or-
ganic certification; easing 
barriers to farm-to-school 
programs and direct-to-
consumer sales; restoring 
whole milk in schools; sup-
porting mobile grocery and 
processing units; modern-
izing FDA drug and device 
approval; and accelerating 
EPA approvals for innova-
tive agricultural products. 

Public Awareness & 
Education: Launching 
school-based nutrition and 
fitness campaigns, Surgeon 
General initiatives on 
screen time, prioritizing pe-
diatric mental health, and 
expanding access to reli-
able nutrition and health in-
formation for parents. 

Private Sector Collabo-
ration: Promoting aware-
ness of healthier meals at 
restaurants, soil health and 
land stewardship, and com-
munity-led initiatives, and 
scaling innovative solutions 
to address root causes of 
chronic disease. 

With this strategy, the 
MAHA Commission leads 
the most ambitious national 
effort ever to confront 

childhood chronic disease 
and Make America Healthy 
Again. 

“Protecting human 
health and the environment 
while powering America's 
comeback isn’t just about 
serving Americans today; 
it’s about ensuring future 
generations inherit clean 
air, land, water, and the 
foundation for healthy 
lives,” EPA Administrator 
Zeldin said. “The Make 
America Healthy Again 
strategy outlines the keys to 
success from pro-growth 
policies that advance re-
search and drive innovation 
to private sector collabo-
ration and increased public 
awareness. I look forward 
to continuing to work col-
laboratively across the fed-
eral family to ensure our 
kids and our environment 
are protected.” 

“For too long health care 
has used a reactive ap-
proach to chronic diseases,” 
FDA Commissioner Dr. 
Marty Makary said. “I am 
pleased to support the find-
ings of the MAHA com-
mission and to promote a 
more proactive approach, 
tackling root causes under-
mining the health and hap-
piness of American 
children.” 

“The MAHA Report 
provides a blueprint for the 
entire government to focus 
on solving the chronic dis-
ease crisis facing American 
children,” NIH Director Dr. 
Jay Bhattacharya said. “We 
must make America healthy 
again so our children live 
longer and healthier lives 
than we will.” 

 
Today’s MAHA Com-

mission press event in-
cluded: HHS Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., 
DPC Director Vince Haley, 
USDA Secretary Brooke 
Rollins, EPA Administrator 
Lee Zeldin, NIH Director 
Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, FDA 
Commissioner Dr. Marty 
Makary, HHS Deputy Sec-
retary Jim O’Neill, NEC 
Director Kevin Hassett, 
CEA Vice Chair Pierre 
Yared, and OSTP Director 
Michael Kratsios.

Grand Champion Bull 
Meyer Commerce 4008 won grand champion bull at the 2025 Missouri State 

Fair FFA Angus Show, Aug. 7 in Sedalia. Alexis Koelling, Bowling Green owns 
the March 2024 son of Connealy Commerce. He first claimed junior champion. 
Randy Mullinix, Toulon, Ill., evaluated the 56 entries.  

Photo by Adam Conover, American Angus Association
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Annual Salt River Quilt Show Is Oct. 4-5
The eighth annual Salt 

River Quilt Show will be 
held Oct. 4-5 at the Mark 
Twain Memorial Shrine in 
Florida.  

The quilt show, hosted by 
Missouri State Parks and the 
Monroe County Historical 
Society, will open each day 
at 9 a.m., and close Sat-
urday, Oct. 4, at 4 p.m. and 
Sunday, Oct. 5, at 3 p.m. 

 
America’s 250th anniver-

sary celebration has already 
started and quilters are in-
vited to help say “happy 
birthday” to our country! 
The quilt show theme, 
“Spirit of America,” covers 
our country’s history, natu-
ral wonders, American he-
roes, hopes for America or 
whatever is loved about our 
nation or is uniquely Amer-

ican. Local quilters are in-
vited to show their designs 
and ideas through their 
quilts. 

Admission to the show is 
free and open to the public, 
but there is a $5 entry fee 
per quilt that goes to the 
local historical society to 
aid in their efforts to pre-
serve the history of Monroe 
County. Quilters may enter 
as many quilts as they wish. 
Quilts will be judged by an 
independent judge and rib-
bons and prizes awarded. 
More information on the 
quilt show and entry forms 
can be found online mos-
tateparks.com/event/109686
/eighth-annual-salt-river-
quilt-show.  To request a 
physical copy of the entry 
form, contact Marianne Bo-
dine at 573-248-9983. 

Three programs will be 
given at the show: two on 
Saturday, Oct. 4, at 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m., and one on Sun-
day, Oct. 5, at 1 p.m. The 
Saturday programs will fea-
ture storyteller and 
songwriter Heather Harlan 
and the Sunday program 
might include a bit of 
whimsy from Mark Twain 
himself. 

 
The Mark Twain Memo-

rial Shrine is located within 
Mark Twain State Park and 
State Historic Site at 37352 
Shrine Road in Florida. 

For more information on 
state parks and historic sites, 
visit mostateparks.com. 
Missouri State Parks is a di-
vision of the Missouri De-
partment of Natural 
Resources.

Give Hope, Donate Blood, Platelets
In September, the Amer-

ican Red Cross reminds 
people that giving blood 
now helps support patients 
the moment they need med-
ical care.  

Donors of all types, espe-
cially those with types O 
positive and B negative 
blood, are asked to make an 
appointment to give.   

National Preparedness 
Month is underway – a time 
to remember lifesaving 
blood products are an essen-
tial part of preparedness for 
every type of disaster, 
whether it be home fires or 
natural disasters, such as 
hurricanes, flooding and 
wildfires. Severe weather 
can disrupt blood collec-
tions by causing blood drive 
cancellations and impacting 
donors’ ability to give. Ad-
ditionally, trauma patients 
may need blood product 
transfusions within minutes 
of entering emergency 
rooms. Those who give now 
could help someone in dire 
moments.  

People coming together 
to care for one another is the 
humanitarian spirit shared 
by our Red Cross com-
munity and fans of PEA-

NUTS for the past 75 years. 
Those who come to give by 
Sept. 21 will receive an ex-
clusive Red Cross x PEA-
NUTS mystery bag with 
one of four special T-shirt 
designs, while supplies last. 
Thousands of golden tickets 
are also randomly hidden in 
mystery bags throughout the 
country. Donors who find a 
golden ticket when they 
open their bag can redeem it 
through an online form for 
all four T-shirts. 

Bonus: Those who come 
to give platelets Sept. 22-
Oct. 5, 2025, can also re-
ceive a classic Red Cross x 
PEANUTS sweatshirt fea-
turing Snoopy as the coolest 
beagle in town, Joe Cool, 
while supplies last. See 
RedCrossBlood.org/Peanuts 
for details on all offers.   

To book a time to give 
blood or platelets, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org, call 1-800-
RED CROSS or use the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App. 

ATTENTION ALL FAMILIES!!! 
U. S. CONSTITUTION WEEK 

IS SEPTEMBER 17-23!
Invite Your Family To Celebrate!! 

The Louisiana, MO, Pike 
County Chapter Of The American 
Revolution Ask:  How about cele-
brating our U.S. Constitution by 
reading just the “Preamble” with 
your children to help them under-
stand the “meaning” of those 
words.  Afterward, perhaps all 
have an event greater apprecia-
tion of  ......  

“THE GREATEST COUNTRY EVER” 


	1--(9-16-2025) (1)
	2--(9-16-2025)
	3--(9-16-2025)
	4--(9-16-2025)
	5--(9-16-2025)
	6--(9-16-2025)
	7--(9-16-2025)
	8--(9-16-2025)

