
BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Editor’s note: Following 

is the third part of a story 
series by contributing writer 
Brent Engel. 

In just two days, Fred 
Wilkins went from escaping 
blame to being accused of 
premeditated murder. 

Further scrutiny by Pike 
County Prosecuting Attor-
ney Thomas Berger McGin-
nis was the key. 

Former Louisiana Mayor 
Alten Walker was shot in 
the stomach the night of 
March 2, 1915. He and Wil-
kins said they were examin-
ing a revolver together 
when it accidentally dis-
charged. Walker died two 
days later. 

A coroner’s jury on 
March 8 did not issue a ver-
dict. That didn’t stop 
McGinnis from digging 
deeper. 

One of 11 children, the 
52-year-old farmer’s son 
had studied law with Champ 
Clark and taught school in 
Curryville, Ashley and Cy-
rene. He was a seasoned 
prosecutor whose reputation 
for thoroughness was the 
bane of defendants. 

“He has much natural 
ability, but is withal a hard 
student and is never con-
tented until he has mastered 
every detail of his cases,” 
according to the book “Cen-
tennial History of Mis-
souri.” 

Nonetheless, McGinnis 
faced hurdles in the death of 
Walker. Wilkins and his 
wife, Diana, refused to tes-
tify, and the inconclusive 

finding of the coroner’s jury 
left no solid evidence to 
support criminal charges. 

McGinnis urged anyone 
with information to step for-
ward, and on March 10 he 
got a break. Mississippi 
River boat operator William 
Brazier filed a complaint 
claiming Wilkins had shot 
Walker “on purpose and 
with malice aforethought.” 

Brazier had testified at 
the inquest, saying he saw 
Wilkins and a disheveled 
Walker going down Third 
Street toward the former 
mayor’s real estate office 
the night of the shooting. 
Brazier lived on North 
Fourth Street not far from 
Wilkins, but it wasn’t clear 
if the two were acquainted. 

Brazier provided no other 
details in his complaint, but 
it was enough for Pike 
County Judge Ellis Omo-
hundro to issue an arrest 
warrant. Wilkins was picked 
up the next day by Lou-
isiana Constable George 
Jennings. 

The suspect “quietly sub-
mitted to the arrest and 
maintained the silence in re-
gard to the case that he has 
from the start,” the Pike 
County News reported. 

Wilkins was released on 
$3,000 bond and a prelimi-
nary hearing was set for 
March 17. 

“The persistence of 
McGinnis, in the face of so 
many difficulties, indicates 
that he will prosecute the 
case vigorously and solve 
the mystery in which, to a 
great extent, the killing of 
Walker is still shrouded,” 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
said. 

McGinnis was “well-
pleased with the progress 
being made” and “hoped the 
affair would have a clear 
and satisfactory explanation 
at the preliminary,” the 
News offered. 

Brazier was skewered at 
the hearing by Wilkins’ at-
torney, Ras Pearson. One 
question was if Brazier had 
recently been indicted for 
allegedly brawling with a 
man. 

“You ought to know,” 
Brazier shot back. “You 
were my attorney.” 

There was still no firm 

motive in the shooting of 
Walker, who was on the 
staff of Missouri Gov. El-
liott Major. One that had 
been suggested was Wilkins 
and his wife were black-
mailing Walker for money 
and set him up. The story 
went that the couple lured 
Walker to their home with 
the promise of sex and shot 
him when he refused to co-
operate. 

It seemed plausible after 
newspapers found that Wil-
kins was on the hook for an 
$800 loan in Hannibal. 
Today, that would be 
$25,000. 

Then again, Walker was 
in financial straits, too. He 
was fighting a $10,000 
judgment – $312,000 now – 
for allegedly attacking ste-
nographer Evelyn Ogden at 
his office the previThere 
was a bit of humor amid the 
tragedy. It seems Wilkins 
and Walker weren’t the only 
ones with money worries. 

McGinnis said it would 
be more convenient if the 
preliminary hearing took 
place in Louisiana because 
all the witnesses lived there. 
Omohundro did not object, 
but noted it was financially 
impractical to move the 
court from Bowling Green. 

McGinnis offered to pro-
vide a meal of stewed 
chicken and dumplings, and 
Dr. James W. Crewdson – 
who had cared for Walker – 
agreed to pay the judge’s 
round-trip train fare of 83 
cents, or about $25 now. 

Omohundro made it to 
Louisiana, but the case 
would ultimately be heard 
by Circuit Judge Edgar 
Woolfolk. A trial was post-
poned twice before finally 
being set for January 1916 
at the Bowling Green Opera 
House, which was put into 
use after the county court-
house burned in October 
1915. 

The St. Louis Globe-
Democrat said there was “a 
prevalent belief” that Wil-
kins would never face jus-
tice. The News hit the nail 
on the head when it wrote 
that “all predictions are only 
problematical.” 

 
Next time: Predictably 

unpredictable. 
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Relay For Life Returns To 
Pike County After Hiatus

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

After a long absence, 
Relay for Life is returning 
to Pike County on Saturday, 
Oct. 4, thanks to the ded-
ication of organizer Jane 
Gartman and a growing 
group of community vol-
unteers. 

Gartman began organiz-
ing the event after a conver-
sation with her daughter, 
Hannah, revealed that Pike 
County no longer hosted a 
Relay. “She was just 
shocked when I told her,” 
Gartman said. “She said, 
‘Oh my God, Mom. 
Really?’” 

Hannah was determined 
to see Relay for Life return 
to the county. Gartman said 
that after their conversation, 
they looked to the Mexico 
Relay for Life for help 
bringing the event back to 
Pike County, and for ideas 
and inspiration. 

The Mexico event coin-
cides with Heritage Days 
which Gartman plans on at-
tending both. 

Though Hannah passed 
away before the event could 
be realized, Gartman is de-
termined to carry the goal 
forward in her honor. 

“I hope this strikes an in-
terest that we need to sup-
port our cancer patients,” 
Gartman said. “We need to 
support the people that are 
fighting cancer.” 

The Relay will begin at 4 
p.m. with a symbolic “Walk 
of Life” from the Cancer 
Memorial Park on the 
Bowling Green square to 

the city park. Transportation 
will be available for those 
who cannot make the walk. 
From there, events will con-
tinue in the Bowling Green 
City Park through 9 p.m. 

Activities planned in-
clude a silent auction with 
more than 70 donated items, 
food trucks, bingo with 
prizes, a cake walk featur-
ing 300 Little Debbie 
snacks, and performances 
from local groups including 
the Peewee Cheerleaders. 

“We’ve had fantastic 
support from the com-
munity,” Gartman said. 
“Just yesterday I had eight 
or ten more people vol-
unteer to help.” 

Several vendors and food 
booths will be on site, with 
local 4-H members selling 
cookies and cupcakes to 
support their club. Cotton 
candy and kettle corn will 
also be available for pur-
chase. 

Gartman encourages ev-
eryone to attend: “Even if 
they can only come for a 
short time, just show up. 
Show up to support the ven-
dors who are willing to be 
there.” 

A luminaria ceremony 
honoring survivors, 
fighters, caregivers, and 
those lost to cancer will take 
place around 6:45 p.m. Lu-
minarias are $5 each and 
can be purchased in ad-
vance or the day of the 
event. Forms are available 
at several local businesses. 
They will also be sold at 
Heritage Days on Sept. 13 
in front of the Cancer Me-

morial Park where Gartman 
will also be selling raffle 
tickets for items including a 
half beef bundle, landscap-
ing rock, and more. 

People unable to make it 
to Heritage Days can still 
purchase tickets by visiting 
Sally Jane Beauty Shop or 
Ann Layne Botique. 

The Bowling Green FFA 
has volunteered to help set 
up the luminaries. 

Want to help? 
Planning meetings are 

open to the public. The next 
will be held at 6:30 p.m., on 
Sept. 9 at the Bowling 
Green Visitors Center, fol-
lowed by a final layout 
meeting on Sept. 30 in the 
city park. 

Gartman also asks for 
volunteers with golf carts or 
side-by-sides to help shuttle 
attendees from parking 
areas. Anyone needing a 
ride on the “people mover” 
from the square to the park 
should contact her ahead of 
time. “So far, we’ve had 
three people notify us that 
they need assistance. But I 
bet there's more who will 
want to ride. I really need an 
idea of how many need this 
transport.” 

She also encourages at-
tendees to bring chairs. 

 
“Ryan Bibb is going to 

bring a tent to set up and 
he's also bringing chairs to 
sit down on the basketball 
court, but I don't know how 
many,” she added. “We’ve 
got a lot going on, and it’s 
only a five-hour event, but 
it’s going to be a good one.”

Five Missouri Counties File 
Suit Against State Tax Commission

Pike County, along with 
four other Missouri 
counties, has filed suit 
against the Missouri State 
Tax Commission. 

 
According to the 

counties, the State Tax 
Commission threatened to 
withhold critical reimburse-
ment funds if local govern-
ments refused to comply 
with the mandate. These 
reimbursements are vital for 
maintaining essential 
county services. 

Pike County officials and 
the Board of Equalization 
are trying to protect the in-
terests of Pike County res-
idents. The State Tax 

Commission has mandated 
Pike County to raise per-
sonal property tax 15 per-
cent. 

The lawsuit challenges 
the State Tax Commission's 
authority to impose such 
sweeping valuation adjust-
ments and alleges that the 
directive undermines both 
local control and taxpayers' 
rights. 

The counties argue that 
property assessments should 
reflect fair market value and 
be determined through 
transparent, localized pro-
cesses-not by unilateral 
mandates from Jefferson 
City. 

The five counties are 

seeking judicial intervention 
to halt the forced reassess-
ments and to preserve local 
authority in determining 
property valuations. The 
suit also requests that the 
State be barred from with-
holding reimbursement 
funds as a punitive measure 
against counties that resist 
the directive. 

 
County leaders empha-

sized that they remain com-
mitted to fairness and 
accountability in property 
assessments but insist that 
those decisions must be 
made at the local level with 
the best interests of res-
idents in mind.

Portion Of Hwy. 54 In Pike County 
Named For Cotton Fitzsimmons

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Bowling Green native 
and Basketball Hall of Fame 
coach Lowell “Cotton” Fitz-
simmons will be honored in 
Pike County with a highway 
designation bearing his 
name. 

The Missouri General 
Assembly recently ap-
proved House Bill 2797, 
which designates the stretch 
of U.S. Highway 54 from 
Industrial Park 2 Road east 
to Business 54 in Pike 
County as the Cotton Fitz-
simmons Memorial High-
way. According to the bill, 
the Missouri Department of 
Transportation will install 
and maintain the signage, 
with costs covered through 

private donations. 
The announcement was 

highlighted during a recent 
Rotary Club of Bowling 
Green meeting. State Repre-
sentative and Speaker Pro 
Temp Chad Perkins shared 
the news with club members 
and guests, including local 
coach Gene Hall. 

“Many things around 
Pike County are named for 
Champ Clark and rightfully 
so,” Perkins said about the 
designation. “However, 
when someone grows up in 
our area and becomes a 
member of the National 
Basketball Hall of Fame, 
they deserve recognition 
also. I think it's a fitting trib-
ute to Cotton Fitzsimmons 
and his contributions.” 

Fitzsimmons, who 
passed away in 2004, is re-
membered as one of the 
most successful coaches in 
NBA history, earning Coach 
of the Year honors in 1979 
and 1989 and amassing 832 
career wins. He was in-
ducted into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame in 2021, becoming 
the only Pike County native 
to receive the honor. 

Before his professional 
coaching career with teams 
such as the Phoenix Suns, 
Atlanta Hawks, and Kansas 
City Kings, Fitzsimmons 
starred at Bowling Green 
High School and credited 
local coach James A. Wil-
son as a major influence on 
his life and career.

Finch To Speak At The 40th Annual 
Bowling Green Alumni Banquet

The BGHS Alumni Asso-
ciation will be hosting the 
40th Annual Alumni Ban-
quet on Saturday, Sept. 13, 
2024, at 6:30 p.m., in the 
James A. Wilson Gymna-
sium.   

 
This year honored attend-

ees include those from all 
classes before 1965 in ad-
dition to those from the 
classes of are 1965, 1970, 
1975, 1985, 1995, 2000, 
2005 and 2015. Graduates 

from all classes are wel-
come and urged to attend.  
The event is always a great 
night of entertainment, food 
and fellowship. 

In addition to the annual 
banquet, there will be an 
after-banquet event at 
Merna’s Kitchen to allow 
for visiting and extension to 
the alumni experience in a 
relaxing environment. 

This year’s banquet 
speaker will be Zola Hickey 
Finch, a 1979 graduate of 

BGHS. Zola also graduated 
from William Woods Uni-
versity. Zola is a Certified 
Economic Development Fi-
nance Professional through 
The National Development 
Council (NDC) Zola is Ex-
ecutive Director of Rural 
Missouri Incorporated 
(RMI) Business Finance.  

Zola is the chairman of 
the Jefferson City Regional 
Economic Partnership and 
the Secretary of the Jeffer-
son City Chamber Forward 
Jefferson City Committee.  
She is president-elect of the 
Jefferson City West Rotary. 

Her talk should be inter-
esting to hear about eco-
nomic development in our 
rural areas and her BGHS 
influence. 

Entertainment will be 
provided by a choir of 
alumni lead by former Vocal 
instructor, Jack Bibb (1971).  

Each year the BGHS 
Alumni Association spon-
sors scholarships to BGHS 
seniors to assist in further-
ing their education in col-
lege or technical education.  

 
For more information 

you can check out our Face-
book page at Bowling 
Green High School Alumni 
Association or call Zella 
Eliason at 573-754-2449 or 
email zaeliason@gmail. 
com. 

Zola Hickey Finch

Fred Wilkins

NECAC Welcomes Ameren Funding
NECAC is applauding 

Ameren Missouri for a $4 
million donation that will 
help qualifying disadvan-
taged people pay their util-
ity bills. 

The company made the 
announcement Monday, 
Aug. 25, with Community 
Action Agencies receiving 
portions of the funding. 

“It’s important that we 
partner with local agencies 
that can bundle our energy 
assistance programs and 
provide additional services 
for our customers,” said Joe 
Solari, vice president of cus-
tomer experience for 
Ameren. “Please don’t hesi-
tate to reach out for assis-
tance, even if you’re unsure 
about your eligibility.” 

“We are grateful for the 

Ameren donation and look 
forward to using the ad-
ditional funding to help our 
neighbors in need,” said 
NECAC President and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Dan Page. “We know there 
is a need because we see it 
every day. We’ve had a 
great partnership with 
Ameren and this is one 
more example of how our 
teamwork can assist 
people.” 

For NECAC clients who 
are Ameren customers, the 
funding covers the summer 
portion of the Energy Crisis 
Intervention Program. ECIP 
pays up to $300 toward dis-
connect notices for any 
heating or cooling energy 
source. 

NECAC is accepting ap-

plications online at 
www.necac.org or in person 
at NECAC Service Centers. 
People may also call 573-
324-0120. Income limits do 
apply and applicants must 
have received a utility shut-
off notice. 

ECIP is funded by the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services and is 
distributed through the Mis-
souri Department of Social 
Services, which then con-
tracts with NECAC and 
other Community Action 
Agencies to administer the 
service. Payments are sent 
directly to utility com-
panies. 

 
The deadline to apply for 

the summer portion of the 
program is Sept. 30.
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Community News

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

 We will sell the following Real & Personal Property of the Late Ernest Wm. 
Brown at Public Auction on:  

Saturday, September 6, 2025 
Beginning at 9:30 A.M. 

SALE SITE: 809 W. Locust Street; Bowling Green, MO 63334 
DIRECTIONS: Take Hwy 61 to the Bowling Green/St. Clement Hwy 161 & 61 
Exit, take business Hwy 61 N to right on W. Locust to 2nd home on left. Thorn-
hill Auction sign in yard.  

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION SELLS AT 10:30 A.M. 
REAL ESTATE: 809 W. Locust St. being approx. 65’x200’ & fronting on  
W. Locust in the city of Bowling Green. Exact legal to govern.  
Improvements include approx. 1185 sq. ft. 4 room 2 bedroom 1 bath frame 
house built in 1930, w/attached 1 car garage.  
The home is on natural gas furnace w/central air (presently not working) city 
water & sewer.  
Terms: 10% down day of sale with the balance of cash at closing on or before 
30 days after the sale with possession at closing. 
HOUSEHOLD & MISC.: Amana approx. 15 cu. ft. chest type deep freeze; 
Whirlpool 4 burner natural gas cook stove; Whirlpool auto washer; Whirlpool 
electric dryer; Oversized power lift chair, same as new cost over $1,100 new; 
Dining room table, chairs & buffet; Kitchen table & 4 chairs; 3 piece bedroom 
set; Sanyo flat screen TV; Recliner love seat; 2nd power lift chair; 3 cushion 
sleeper sofa; 2 swivel rockers; Singer sewing machine w/cabinet; Desk; 4 piece 
bedroom set w/queen size headboard; Dirt Devil classic 10 vacuum; Kirby vac-
uum, like new; Crock pots, Mr. Coffee, electric knife; Lot Tupperware; Lot pots, 
pans, bakeware; Lot glassware; Coleman lanterns; Coleman cook stoves; Can-
ning jars; PA System; mic, stand, etc.; 3, 2 door metal cabinets; Partial list. 
ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES: Frosted glass kitchen cabinet, top only; 
Smoke stand; 1950s 2 door utility cabinet; Toys; tin army truck, tin turtle, jeep, 
toy top, army men, etc.; 1950s small formica table; Books; Galvanized wash 
tubs; Tool chest; Meat cleaver; Porcelain wash pans; Tools; Cigar boxes; 
Glassware; Retro desk lamp; Partial list. 
SHOP TOOLS, LAWN & GARDEN: Clark portable air compressor; Roll around 
floor jack; Milwaukee Sawzall; Poulan wood shark chainsaw; 6” bench grinder; 
DeWalt 9.6v hammer drill; Makita miter saw; Bostitch 18v power tool set; Porter 
cable sabre saw; 12v 2 amp battery charger; Sockets; Pliers, wrenches; Alu-
minum ext. & step ladders; House jack; Extension cords; Toolboxes; Belt 
sander; Router; Vice; Partial list  
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Earnest was a carpenter by trade; building & working 
with several contractors in the area. This home has been in the family for 3 
generations. Big lot just off Business 61. Home sells to the highest bidder, come 
bid to buy.  See you at the sale. David, Dusty & Bill 
OWNERS: HEIRS OF THE LATE ERNEST WM. BROWN 
  DAVID THORNHILL                             DUSTY THORNHILL       
    314-393-7241                                          314-393-4726 
       TROY, MO                                               TROY, MO                            

                BILL UNSELL 
                                      573-470-0037 
                                  FRANKFORD, MO 
All buyers will be photographed.Terms: Cash or Good Check with Current 
Photo I.D.Owner & Auction personnel not responsible for accidents day of 
sale!Announcements made day of sale take precedence over any advertise-

ment! 
Troy Office: 636-366-4206 

Thornhillauction.com

We will sell the following Real & Personal Property of the  
Late Ernest Wm. Brown at Public Auction on:  
Saturday, September 6, 2025 

Beginning at 1 P.M. 
SALE SITE: 620 W. Centennial Ave.; Bowling Green, MO  63334 (Just 1 street 
south of the home on Locust St.) 
DIRECTIONS: Take Hwy 61 to the Bowling Green/St. Clement exit 161 & 61, 
take Business Hwy 61 N to right on W. Centennial Ave. to home on right #620 
Thornhill Auction sign in yard.  

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION SELLS AT 2:00 P.M. 
REAL ESTATE: 620 W. Centennial Ave., lot is approx. 80’x120’ in the city of 
Bowling Green. Exact legal to govern. 
1½ story frame home built in 1910 w/2 bedrooms, combination living room/din-
ing room & kitchen, washer/dryer hookup & full bath. The home has a 2nd living 
quarters w/access from a stairway on the east side of the home w/4 rooms; 2 
bedrooms, kitchen, living room & bath.Updates include a new Lennox natural 
gas & central air in 1997, built in dishwasher in 2000.Other improvements in-
clude an unattached utility shed w/concrete floor approx. 16’x20’ real nice build-
ing.  
NOTE: Floors have settled. 
Terms: 10% down day of sale with the balance of cash at closing on or before 
30 days after the sale with possession at closing. 
HOUSEHOLD & MISC.: Whirlpool 2 door refrigerator w/water & ice dispenser; 
2009 Maytag gas cookstove; 2008 Maytag automatic washer & electric dryer; 
Sofa; Pine washstand; Platform rocker; 2 Rocker recliners; TCL flat screen TV; 
Oak entertainment center; Desk & chairs; 6 drawer chest; Domestic sewing ma-
chine & cabinet; Bookshelf; RCA stereo; Community Plate flatware set in case; 
Oneida flatware set in case; 2 door pine chest; Childs chair & rocker; Marble 
top hall table; Bakers rack; Chicken décor; Lawn chairs; 2 barrel chairs; BBQ 
grill; Lot Christmas décor; Tupperware; Kitchen utensils; Pots, pans, bakeware; 
Set Egg Shell china; Set Japan china; Sewing box; Partial list. 
ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES: Oak kitchen cabinet w/flour bin; A.J. Childs, 
St. Louis, MO, nice piece; 1940s Art deco dining room set; table, 6 chairs & buf-
fet; Oak kitchen table; 4 spindle back kitchen chairs; Tin stamped oak laced 
camel back trunk, super condition; Piano stool; Copper wash boiler; Oak wash-
stand; Lot blue jars w/zinc lids; Cedar chest; Oak case wall clock; Approx. 12 
quilts; Art Deco blanket chest; 2, 1940s 1 drawer end tables; 2, 1940s living 
room rocker & chair; Glass washboard; Galvanized wash tubs; Art deco lamp; 
Set Blue Danube china; Set 22 kt. Golden oven china; Partial list. 
LAWN, GARDEN, SHOP & HAND TOOLS: Black & Decker Hyper Tough 18v 
weed eater, blower; Troy Bilt 21” push mower w/bagger; Wheelbarrow; Wen 
electric sander; Garden hose & reel; Hammers, pliers; Lot 20v max lithium bat-
teries; Socket sets; Yard & garden tools; Lot flower pots; Lot yard & garden 
supplies; Partial list 
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Investors be sure & check this home out, great curb appeal, 
fix the floors & here’s one to flip. Nice clean furnishings w/several nice antique 
pieces. See you at the sale. David, Dusty & Bill  

OWNERS: HEIRS OF THE LATE ERNEST WM. BROWN 
  DAVID THORNHILL                               DUSTY THORNHILL       
    314-393-7241                                           314-393-4726               
       TROY, MO                                                TROY, MO             
                                  BILL UNSELL 
                                      573-470-0037 
                                   FRANKFORD, MO 

Troy Office: 636-366-4206      All buyers will be photographed.Terms: Cash or Good 
Check with Current Photo I.D.Owner & Auction personnel 
not responsible for accidents day of sale! 
Announcements made day of sale take precedence over 
any advertisement!

 Thornhillauction.com

Niemeyer Named Boone County Fire Chief

M. Jay Niemeyer has 
been selected as the Fire 
Chief for the Southern 
Boone County Fire Protec-
tion District. 

Chief Niemeyer brings 
over 35 years of extensive 
experience in the fire serv-
ice. He began his career in 
1990 as a volunteer with the 

Boone County Fire Protec-
tion District and is conclud-
ing 24 years of service with 
the Jefferson City Fire De-
partment, where he cur-
rently serves as an assistant 
chief.  

His experience also in-
cludes seven years as a 
paramedic in Columbia and 
four years as a firefighter 
with the Lee’s Summit Fire 
Department before joining 
the Jefferson City Fire De-
partment. 

Chief Niemeyer holds a 
bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia, is a nationally reg-
istered paramedic, and is 
certified in Missouri as fire 
officer 4, fire instructor 2, 
and safety officer, among 
other certifications. He also 
serves as a safety officer for 
Missouri Task Force 1, the 
FEMA Urban Search and 
Rescue team, and is qual-
ified as a planning team 
manager.  

His federal deployments 

include Hurricane Helene, 
Hurricane Florence, and 
Hurricane Katrina, as well 
as state disaster responses 
such as the Joplin Tornado. 
Additionally, Chief Nie-
meyer is an Adjunct Instruc-
tor with the University of 
Missouri Fire & Rescue 
Training Institute. 

Chief Niemeyer currently 
resides in Jefferson City and 
is actively involved in the 
Jefferson City Breakfast 
Rotary Club, International 
Association of Fire Chiefs, 
Sons of the American Rev-
olution, and the Mizzou 
Alumni Association. 

He is the son of Marcine 
and Elaine Niemeyer of 
Bowling Green. 

M. Jay Niemeyer

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Pike County Highway Department is now 

accepting bids for a new SKID STEER 
LOADER. 

Sealed Bids must be received at the Pike 
County Clerk's Office 115 W. Main St., 

Bowling Green, MO 63334 by 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, Sept. 22, 2025. Please contact 
Pike County Highway Department for speci-
fications or questions at 573-324-3902. 

Pike County reserves the right to accept 
or reject any and or all bids.

Agape House Board Holds August Meeting
Members present for the 

August meeting of the 
Agape House board in-
cluded Rich and Jane Duff-
ner, Janet Heim, Ruth 
Miller, Floy Oliver, Phil 
Pennington, and Mary 
Thomas.  

House manager, Karen 
Craig, reported our highest 
monthly attendance this 
year during July which in-
cluded eleven children ac-
companying adults. 

Richard Duffner reported 
that his grandson, Flynn 
Sullins, completed four 
hours of volunteer work re-
cently for his next level in 
life scouts. Jobs included 
working on landscaping, 
cleaning the cold air return 
vents, washing the entry 
rugs, and cleaning the 
porch. 

 
Guidelines for service 

animals were adopted at the 
July meeting and forms 
were given to the house 
manager at this time. A copy 
of the 2025 annual report 
flyer was reviewed by board 
members and will be mailed 
soon.  

Janet Heim is to check 
with the prison regarding 
having a cleaning crew 
come. The annual fire alarm 
testing will be done the first 
week of September.  

The manager reported a 
need for bottled water, sin-
gle serving size snacks and 

breakfast cereal, individual 
size macaroni and cheese, 
and Lysol disinfectant spray. 
If you have any used ink 
cartridges you would like to 
donate please contact any of 
the board members as these 
are used to obtain office 
supplies. 

 
Monetary donations were 

received in July from Beth-
lehem Baptist Centralia, 
Curryville Baptist, Edge-
wood Baptist of Bowling 
Green, Farber Baptist, 
Hopewell Baptist and John 
Yost of Thompson, Laddo-
nia Christian, First Baptist, 
First Christian, First Presby-
terian, and Spencer Creek 
Baptist, all of Vandalia. 

CAR & TRUCK SHOW  

Saturday, Sept. 13 
Sponsored by Bowling Green Lions Club 

at Champ Clark Heritage Festival  
on the square in Bowling Green 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. • Rain or shine 

Participants can compete for trophies or cash

Second Missionary Baptist Church 
West Hwy. 54 - Vandalia 

FISH FRY 
Friday, Sept. 5 - 11 a.m.-? 

$13 Serving catfish, fried potatoes, baked beans, cole slaw 
Carry-Outs • Delivery Call 594-2146

Put Our  
Classifieds 

To Work 
For  
You
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After collecting for over 40 years, it’s time to scale down & downsize as our son 
is moving into our home place & we’re moving into their home. We will sell all 
the following at Public Auction on:  

Saturday, September 13, 2025 
Beginning at 9:30 A.M. 

SALE SITE: 19256 Pike Co. Rd. 476; Bowling Green, MO  63334 
DIRECTIONS: From Bowling Green go west on Hwy 54 or from Curryville go 
east on Hwy 54 to south on Pike Co. Rd. 465 to left on Pike Co. Rd 466, ¾ mile 
to the Junction of Pike 466 & 476, turn left on Pike 476 (dead end road) to 
homestead on the right.  
LAMP COLLECTION+: 100+25 Aladdin & Lincoln Drape; 50 Oil lamps; 50 
Thumb lamps. 

LARGE DEPRESSION GLASS COLLECTION  
COMPLETE SET SERVICE FOR 8 JOHANN HAVILAND BAVARIA  

GERMANY CHINA 
 20 WATER SETS 

8 TEA SETS 
50+ SALT & PEPPER SETS 

CREAM & SUGAR COLLECTION 125+ SETS MOST COLORS 
CARNIVAL GLASS 

NESTING BOWL SETS 4 PIECE  
PYREX, FIRE KING, CLEAR 

LARGE ENAMELWARE COLLECTION 200+ PIECES 
POCKET KNIFE COLLECTION 100+ 

POCKET WATCHES 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES & FARM PRIMITIVES: Walnut wardrobe (old 
family piece); Kitchen cabinet w/flour bin; Oak library table; Buffet; Griswold 
skillet with lid; 10 gallon brass kettle; 2, 30 gallon cast iron lard kettles w/stands; 
Enterprise sausage stuffer; 6 Coated wire egg baskets; 1 Moorman; Galvanized 
tubs & buckets; 5 Lions stock remedy jars w/lids; Lot blue jars; Hens on Nest; 
Pine benches; 2 Cedar chests; Barn lanterns; 7 sets tall iron wheels; MoorMan’s 
Advertising Feed Sign; Jim & Sandy Gray. 
HOUSEHOLD: New Perfection 5 burner oil cookstove; New Perfection 3 burner 
oil cookstove; 5 China hutches; Double poly washtubs & stand; Lot pressure 
canners w/knobs. 
SHOP TOOLS & FARM SUPPLIES: 3 Handyman jacks; 2 Craftsman tool-
boxes; Roll around tool chest; #70 anvil on stand; 2 Bench type post vices; 
Large C-clamps; 2, 24” pipe wrenches; Wooden pulley block & tackle; Wooden 
barn pulley; Log chains; Old dial produce scale; Bench drill press; Potato plow; 
Steel traps; Craftsman open end wrench set; Silage forks; 2, 16 hole metal egg 
nest; Lot hammers, wrenches, chisels, punches, etc.; Partial list. 

BAKE SALE 
LUNCH STAND BY AMISH LADIES 

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: David & Lizzie have a beautiful farm, they’ve raised 12 
children & now it’s time to let the younger ones take the reins. This is a beautiful 
Amish area, big shady yard, come & enjoy an old time country auction. David, 
Dusty & Bill  

OWNERS: DAVID & LIZZIE GIROD 
  DAVID THORNHILL                               DUSTY THORNHILL       
    314-393-7241                                           314-393-4726               
       TROY, MO                                                TROY, MO             
                                  BILL UNSELL 
                                      573-470-0037 
                                   FRANKFORD, MO 

Troy Office: 636-366-4206      All buyers will be photographed.Terms: Cash or Good 
Check with Current Photo I.D.Owner & Auction personnel 
not responsible for accidents day of sale!

 Thornhillauction.com

BIDS WANTED

Satisfying Smoothies Help Power Your Day
Milk and dairy foods pro-

vide essential nutrients that 
all individuals need. From 
calcium that helps keep 
bones strong to B vitamins 
that help bodies use carbo-
hydrates, proteins and fats 
for fuel, all 13 essential nu-
trients found in milk are 
vital for overall health.  

And, while consuming 
dairy is as simple as drink-
ing a glass of milk or adding 
a slice of cheese to a sand-
wich, you can find fun, cre-
ative ways to work a serving 
of dairy into your daily rou-
tine. Enter smoothies! 

In recent years, the pop-
ularity of smoothies has 
continued to rise. Combin-
ing milk and yogurt with 
fruits (and even vegetables) 
has helped individuals boost 
their dairy servings along 
with other food groups. 
Smoothies are both an easy 
grab-n-go option for busy 
work mornings and a quick-
fix breakfast that powers 
brains and bodies for the 
day ahead. 
Servin’ Up Smoothies in 

Schools 
Schools have also 

jumped on the rising pop-
ularity of this creamy bever-
age. Smoothies offered in 
schools contain a serving of 
milk (which is required at 
both breakfast and lunch), a 
serving of meat/meat alter-
nates (think protein), and a 
serving of a fruit or a vege-
table. These delicious drinks 
are the perfect option for 
students making their way 
through the breakfast line or 
looking for a lunch item to 
help power them through 
the afternoon.  

“When you consider the 
13 essential nutrients found 
in milk, along with the pro-
tein in yogurt, smoothies 
provide lasting nutrition and 
at least one full serving of 
dairy for the day,” said Jes-
sica Kassel, nutrition edu-
cator and registered dietitian 
with St. Louis District Dairy 
Council (SLDDC). The Di-
etary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans recommends 
individuals consume three 
servings of dairy every day. 
One cup of milk, one cup of 
yogurt and 1.5 ounces of 
cheese each count as one 
serving. 

“Servin’ Up Smoothies” 
grants were recently offered 
throughout SLDDC’s 131-
county service area, and 20 
schools were awarded 
grants. Each school re-
ceived an immersion 
blender, mixing bucket and 
recipes suited for school 
breakfast and lunch. 

Schools will offer 
smoothies at least two days 
per week, and all smoothie 
recipes will meet school nu-
trition requirements. “The 
Servin’ Up Smoothies grant 
is the perfect opportunity 
for school cafeterias to pro-
vide milk and yogurt to their 
students in a creative and 
delicious way,” Kassel said. 

Creating Sensational 
Smoothies 

When creating smoothies 
at home, make sure to in-
clude foods from multiple 
food groups. This variety 
will help deliver many dif-
ferent nutrients needed for 
optimal health. Start with a 
base of three ingredients, 
such as milk, yogurt and 
fruit. Ingredients can then 
be added to the base. Some 
SLDDC favorites include 
chocolate peanut butter ba-
nana smoothie (made with 
chocolate milk, yogurt, ba-
nana and peanut butter), 
strawberry banana smoothie 
(made with milk, strawberry 
yogurt, strawberries, banana 
and spinach) and mango 
avocado smoothie (made 
with milk, yogurt, mango, 
banana, avocado and 

honey). Finally, don’t be 
afraid to try new combina-
tions, such as your favorite 
flavored milk or yogurt, or 
seasonal fresh produce like 
peaches, avocados or even 
kale! For more information 
on smoothies and smoothie 
recipes, visit www.stldairy-
council.org. You can also 
contact Jessica Kassel at 
314-835-9668 or 
jkassel@stldairycouncil.org
. Follow St. Louis District 
Dairy Council on Facebook 
and Instagram at STLDairy-
Council. 

The St. Louis District 
Dairy Council (SLDDC) is 
a nonprofit nutrition educa-
tion organization funded by 
local dairy farmers. Since 
1932, SLDDC has served 
131 counties in 
central/southern Illinois and 
eastern Missouri as the go-
to educational resource and 
advocate for the role of 
dairy foods as part of a 
healthful diet. As the Nu-
trition Education People, we 
are proud to spread knowl-
edge to local communities, 
bridging the gap between 
local dairy farmers and con-
sumers.

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling Green

Fieldhouse 54 Opens As Bowling Green’s 
New Hub For Music, Food And Family Fun

Bowling Green native 
Amy Worthington has re-
turned to her roots, opening 
a new family-friendly enter-
tainment center that she 
hopes will give the com-
munity a place to gather, 
enjoy live music, and make 
lasting memories. 

Fieldhouse 54, located on 
the sorthwest side of town, 
offers a mix of food, drinks, 
yard games, and live per-
formances. With six thou-
sand square feet of indoor 
space, the center is designed 
to host events year-round 
from concerts and trivia 
nights to children’s activ-
ities and holiday celebra-
tions. 

Worthington, a graduate 
of Bowling Green High 
School and longtime busi-
ness owner, said her inspira-
tion came from her time in 
the St. Louis area, where 
music venues were a regular 
part of her life. 

“Music is universal,” 
Worthington said. “It con-
nects and resonates with 
people. I wanted to create an 
atmosphere here where fam-
ilies can go, where the 
music is suitable for all 
ages, and where kids and 
adults can enjoy something 
together.” 

Although Fieldhouse 54 
features a bar and evening 
entertainment, Worthington 
emphasized her goal of 
keeping the atmosphere 

family-friendly. Plans al-
ready include princess 
meet-and-greets, children’s 
events, and outdoor activ-
ities designed to make the 
venue inviting for all ages. 

At present, Fieldhouse 
54’s dining options come 
from a variety of food 
trucks, but Worthington said 
a permanent kitchen is in 
the works. Until then, guests 
can enjoy rotating dishes, 
comfort food favorites, and 
beverages ranging from soft 
drinks to beer and wine. 

The venue’s flexibility 
allows it to operate all year. 
“We can run all winter 
long,” Worthington said. 
“The building is insulated 
and heated so we can have 
events no matter the sea-
son.” 

 
The transition hasn’t 

come without challenges. 
Worthington said the big-
gest hurdle has been getting 
the word out to both Bowl-
ing Green and surrounding 
counties. 

“Word of mouth has al-
ways been good for me in 
my other business,” she 
said. “But not everyone is 
on social media, so we’re 
figuring out how to educate 
people about what we have 
here. We think it’s a good 
concept, but we want to 
make sure it reaches every-
one.” 

Fieldhouse 54 already 

has a slate of events lined 
up, including a sip-and-
paint, a chili cook-off, 
music trivia, and a fall “En-
gagement & Event Extrava-
ganza” for couples planning 
weddings and parties. Live 
music will continue through 
the fall and winter, with 
plans for line dancing and 
Christmas-themed events. 

Worthington has more 
improvements in mind, in-
cluding adding a patio for 
outdoor seating and contin-
uing to upgrade the interior. 
She has also assembled a 
team to help make her vi-
sion a reality. 

“I hope people take the 
opportunity to come out and 
see what we’re doing,” 
Worthington said. “Other-
wise, they have to drive 
somewhere else for enter-
tainment. We want people to 
think of Fieldhouse 54 when 
they think of activities in 
this area.” 

Fieldhouse 54 is cur-
rently open Thursday 2-10 
p.m., Friday noon-10 p.m., 
Saturday from 10 a.m.-11 
p.m., and Sundays from 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. 

 
For more information 

visit their Facebook page, 
website Fieldhouse54.com, 
or their facility located at 
13203 Business Hwy 54 W, 
Bowling Green, MO 63334. 
For event info or questions, 
call (314) 873-0072.

Make Reservations Sept. 1-18 For MDC 
Managed Waterfowl Hunts

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) reminds waterfowl 
hunters to make reserva-
tions online from Sept. 1-18 
for MDC managed water-
fowl hunts coming up this 
fall.  

Reservations are required 
to guarantee an opportunity 
to hunt on MDC’s 14 inten-
sively managed wetland 
conservation areas. 

There are two ways to 
obtain a managed waterfowl 
hunt reservation online. The 
pre-season reservation 
period will run Sept. 1-18. 
Hunters may apply for pre-
season reservations at up to 
three managed waterfowl 
hunting areas. In-season 
weekly drawings will take 
place on Monday afternoons 
starting in mid-October with 
a seven-day application 
period that opens the Tues-
day before and closes the 
Monday of the drawing at 3 
p.m. 

Pre-season and in-season 
waterfowl hunting reserva-
tions together will comprise 
50 percent of daily hunting 
positions. Of the 50 percent 
of positions going to reser-
vation holders, half will be 
from pre-season applica-
tions and half from in-sea-
son applications. 

The remaining 50 percent 
of spots will go to hunters 

who do not have reserva-
tions but who participate in 
the daily morning drawing, 
called the “poor line.” For 
example, if an area has 20 
hunting spots, 10 will be al-
located through the poor 
line, five through pre-season 
reservations, and five 
through in-season reserva-
tions. 

Only Missouri residents 
and qualifying non-res-
idents, such as students 
from out of state attending a 
school in Missouri or 
members of the military sta-
tioned in Missouri, can 
apply online for a reserva-
tion to guarantee them an 
opportunity to hunt on a 
specific day on a specific 
area. Residents and nonres-
idents can arrive at a man-
aged waterfowl hunting area 
the morning they wish to 
hunt and wait in line for the 
possibility of getting a hunt-
ing spot. Residents and non-
residents can also hunt with 
a reservation holder. Hunt-
ing parties are limited to a 
maximum of four people. 

Applicants for waterfowl 
reservations must have their 
required permits to apply, 
and their Federal Duck 
Stamp to hunt. 

Successful pre-season 
and in-season reservation 
applicants will be notified 
after their respective draw-

ings via email or text mes-
sage with their hunt date, 
area, and pill assignment. 
“Pills” designate the order 
hunting parties select their 
hunting location on the area. 
The lower the number, the 
sooner hunting parties get to 
select their hunting location. 

Hunters with disabilities 
can apply to use ADA hunt-
ing blinds through the on-
line reservation system 
during the same timeframe 
as the pre-season applica-
tion period. ADA blinds that 
are not allocated during the 
pre-season drawing will be 
placed in the weekly in-sea-
son draws. 

In addition to managed 
waterfowl hunts offered by 
MDC, waterfowl hunting 
opportunities can be found 
on other conservation areas, 
as well as Missouri’s rivers, 
streams, and reservoirs. 

For more information, 
visit MDC online at 
mdc.mo.gov and search Wa-
terfowl Reservations, visit 
the Waterfowl Reservations 
page directly at 
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trap-
ping/species/waterfowl/man
aged-hunts-waterfowl/wa-
terfowl-reservations, or get 
a copy of MDC’s 2025-
2026 Migratory Bird and 
Waterfowl Hunting Digest, 
available online and where 
permits are sold.

Two People Hurt After Crash In Audrian County
The Missouri State High-

way Patrol crash report states 
the crash happened at 7:10 
a.m., Monday, Aug. 24 at 
Highway 54 and County 
Road 485. 

The crash report states the 
crash involved three vehicles: 
a 2014 GMC Terrain, a 2015 
Mercedes ML350 and a 2005 

Dodge Caravan. 
Troopers said an 89-year-

old man from Martinsburg 
was driving when he hit the 
back of the GMC Terrain that 
was stopped for an unin-
volved vehicle making a turn. 

The man hit the 31-year-
old woman from Vandalia 
and then continued and hit the 

back of the third vehicle, 
being driven by a 31-year-old 
from Vandalia. 

The 34-year-old was taken 
to University Hospital with 
serious injuries. The 89-year-
old man was taken to the VA 
Hospital in Columbia with 
minor injuries, according to 
the report.
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Obituaries

Evelyn Elaine 
Graham 

Evelyn Elaine Graham 
died Sunday, Aug. 24, 2025 
at Blessing Hospital in 
Quincy, Ill.   

A graveside service was 
held at Fairview Cemetery 
Frankford on Friday at 10 
a.m. Bro. Chris Peterman 
officiated. 

She was born Nov. 1, 
1944 in Hannibal to Walton 
and Rosalie Ford. Evelyn 
was a long-time resident of 
Frankford. She was a grad-
uate of Frankford High 
School and went on to at-
tend Hannibal-LaGrange 
College. Evelyn met her 
husband, Cliff Graham and 
they were later married on 
May 11, 1969 in Frankford 
Christian Church. To this 
marriage were born two 
children, James Ford and 
Susan Elaine.  

Evelyn worked for Pike 
County Home Health and 
Hospice for 25 years. She 
also owned Heartstrings in 
Bowling Green for many 
years. She loved her chil-
dren, traveling, estate sales 
and shopping. She loved to 
dance and live it up. Always 
spicy and never held back. 
She will be dearly missed by 
all who knew her. May she 
rest in peace. 

She is survived by her 
two children, James Ford 
Graham and wife, Sherri, 
and Susan Fox and husband, 
Bennie; three grandchildren, 
James Mason Graham and 
wife, Kayla, Hannah Elaine 
Fox, and Wyatt Glen Fox; 
one great-grandchild, Dallas 
James Graham; a brother, 
Jim Ford and wife, Carol; 
nieces, Terry Ward, Kelly 
Potts; a nephew, Jody Ford; 
other relatives and friends. 

Memorials may be made 
to Blessing Foundation, c/o 
McCoy-Blossom Funeral 
Homes & Crematory 1304 
Boone Street Troy, MO 
63379 

Family and friends may 
sign the online guestbook @ 
www.mccoyblossomfh.com 

Roger D. Beer 
Roger D. Beer, 73, of 

New London died Thursday, 
Aug. 21, 2025 at his home.  

Funeral services were 
held at 2 p.m., Wednesday at 
Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana. The Rev Charles 
Moore officiated. Burial 
was at Fairview Cemetery 
near Louisiana.  

Visitation was from 12 
p.m., until time of service 
Wednesday at the funeral 
home. 

Roger was born July 26, 
1952 in Harden, Ill., to 
Howard and Darlene Barnes 
Beer. He was married to 
Cheryl Maas on Sept. 23, 
1972 in Louisiana. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Cheryl Beer; two sons, 
Robert Beer of New London 
and Christopher Beer of 
Texas; his adopted daughter, 
Melissa Spencer; two grand-
children, Brittany Beer 
Shane Beer, and Cody 
Schaffer; three great-grand-
children, Halen Rayl, Chris-
topher Rayl, and Braden 
Beer; a brother, Virgil Beer 
of Louisiana; four sisters, 
Hermoine Weatherby of 
Louisiana, Shirley Glover of 
Middletown, Melva “Sam” 
Day of Trenton, and Hen-
rietta Robinson of Lou-
isiana; and numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and 
friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, five sisters, 
Mildred Meyers, Frieda Pe-
terbaugh, Barbara Ann Gib-
son, Brenda Beer, and Hilda 
Teague; a brother, Gerald 
Beer, sister, Bernadette 
Beer, and infant brother, 
Melvin Beer. 

Roger had attended 

school in Louisiana. He 
worked at various jobs until 
he operated his own garage 
as a mechanic for over 20 
years. He also worked with 
Bob Lee’s Construction in 
New London. He enjoyed 
fishing and hunting. 

Honorary pallbearer was 
Matt Romig. Pallbearers 
were Donnie Spencer, Andy 
Creech, Darryl Smith, Tom 
Martin, Gary Morton, Cody 
Schaffer, Scott Cotton, Nick 
Long, and Sammy Bowen. 

Memorials may be made 
to donor’s choice.  

Online condolences may 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

John Preston 
Lewellen 

John Preston Lewellen, 
90, of Eolia died Saturday, 
Aug. 23, 2025, at Country 
View Nursing Home in 
Bowling Green. 

A Celebration of Life was 
held Tuesday at 11 a.m., at 
the First Baptist Church in 
Louisiana with Bro. Don 
Kelley officiating and lunch 
followed. Private graveside 
services will be held at a 
later date.  

Bibb-Veach Funeral 
Homes and Crematory is 
handling the cremation rites. 

John was born Jan. 1, 
1935, to Jack and Margaret 
Sisson Lewellen in Lou-
isiana. 

He graduated from Lou-
isiana High School and at-
tended Rolla School of 
Mines. He was also in the 
Army Reserves. 

On Nov. 28, 1959, he 
married the love of his life, 
Naomi Mitchell Lewellen. 
To this union were born two 
children, Jon Kevin Le-
wellen and Bronwyn Ann 
Lewellen Schulte. 

John spent most of his ca-
reer at Hercules, Inc. in Lou-
isiana. He was a member 
and deacon at First Baptist 
Church in Louisiana. 

John was preceded in 
death by a son, Jon Kevin 
Lewellen; one son-in-law, 
Larry Schulte; his parents; 
his in-laws, Devoid and 
Florence Mitchell; three 
brothers-in-law, Sidney Mit-
chell, James Crouse, and 
Bill Bouyea; and nephew, 
Brent Crouse. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Naomi of 65 years; a 
daughter, Bronwyn Schulte; 
grandchildren, Haley Lane 
and husband, Jake and Jo-
shua Lewellen; daughter-in-
law, Marsha Lewellen; three 
great-grandchildren; and a 
host of cousins and in-laws. 

John was well-known for 
his wealth of knowledge and 
willingness to give good ad-
vice. He loved reading and 
learning new things. He was 
an avid Cardinal fan. 

Memorials may be made 
to the First Baptist Church 
of Louisiana or Greenwood 
Cemetery in Clarksville. 

 
Marvin Daniel 
Brown 

Marvin Daniel Brown, 
born in St. Louis on Sept. 9, 
1952, passed on to a better 
world on June 1, 2025.  

A Celebration of Life will 
be held from 2-4 p.m., on 
Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025 at 
the Fourth Street Event 
Center, 121 N. 4th St. in 
Louisiana. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana was in charge of 
cremation rites. 
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Vandalia Barber Shop 
215B S. Main - Vandalia 

573-594-
3521 

Tuesday-Wednesday- 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 

Harold Williams 

TechFab Structural Steel Opens New 
Facility In Vandalia Creating 34 New Jobs

TechFab Structural Steel, 
a new steel fabrication com-
pany, announced today the 
opening of an advanced 
steel fabrication facility in 
Vandalia, investing more 
than $6 million and creating 
34 new jobs. The facility 
combines cutting-edge tech-
nology with optimal effi-
ciency to meet the needs of 
modern structural steel pro-
duction. 

“Missouri continues to 
stand out as an ideal loca-
tion for innovative man-
ufacturers like TechFab 
Structural Steel,” said Gov-
ernor Mike Kehoe. “We’re 
proud to see a new em-
ployer investing and cre-
ating jobs in Vandalia while 
strengthening our state’s vi-
brant manufacturing indus-
try.” 

TechFab Structural 
Steel’s new steel fabrication 
facility, considered one of 
the most advanced in the 
Midwest, spans more than 
126,000 square feet and is 
fully climate controlled. The 
facility is dedicated to ma-
chining and fabricating raw 
steel products, such as I-
beams, into usable building 
assemblies. TechFab Struc-
tural Steel welcomes fab-
ricators and contractors to 
tour the state-of-the-art fa-
cility and witness the com-
pany’s dedication to quality 
and innovation. 

“I’m very excited to be 
part of bringing high-tech, 
high-paying jobs to my 
hometown of Vandalia,” 
said David Kurz, Opera-
tions Manager for TechFab 
Structural Steel. “This is an 
incredible place to work, 
and I look forward to help-
ing fabricate the structures 
and infrastructure that make 
our nation stronger and 
more prosperous.” 

“TechFab Structural 
Steel’s new facility in Van-
dalia is a perfect example of 
business growth enriching a 
community,” said Michelle 
Hataway, Director of the 
Department of Economic 
Development. “We’re ex-
cited that this company 
chose to establish here and 
look forward to seeing it 
help Missourians prosper 
for years to come.” 

TechFab Structural 
Steel’s ISO 9002-compliant 
quality control processes, 
highly trained workforce, 
and direct access to factory 
materials ensure consistent 
and reliable results. The 
company is built on a foun-
dation of low debt and min-
imal overhead, allowing it 
to deliver cost-effective and 
timely structural steel solu-
tions. 

New jobs added as part 
of TechFab Structural 
Steel’s establishment in 
Vandalia will pay an aver-
age wage well above the 
county average. 

For this expansion, Tech-
Fab Structural Steel will 
benefit from the Missouri 
Works program, a tool that 
helps companies expand 
and retain workers by pro-
viding access to capital 
through withholdings or tax 
credits for job creation. 

About TechFab Struc-
tural Steel 

With its advanced capa-
bilities and collaborative 
spirit, TechFab Structural 
Steel is positioned to be-
come a major force in the 
structural steel industry. A 
unique aspect of the com-
pany’s business model is its 
collaboration with other 
fabricators. TechFab offers 
confidential assistance for 
backlogs or specialized 
needs, helping its peers suc-

ceed without creating com-
petition. This innovative ap-
proach underscores the 
company’s commitment to 
being a trusted industry 
partner. 

 
To learn more about 

TechFab Structural Steel, 
visit techfabsteel.com. 

 
About the Missouri De-

partment of Economic De-
velopment 

 
The Missouri Depart-

ment of Economic Devel-
opment (DED) works to 
create an environment that 
encourages economic 
growth by supporting Mis-
souri’s businesses and di-
verse industries, 
strengthening our com-
munities, developing a tal-
ented and skilled workforce, 
and maintaining a high 
quality of life. As one team 
built around the customer 
and driven by data, DED as-
pires to be the best eco-
nomic development 
department in the Midwest. 
Through its various initia-
tives, DED is helping create 
opportunities for Missou-
rians to prosper. 

For the latest updates on 
DED’s current or future pro-
grams and initiatives, visit 
DED’s website. 

About the Missouri 
Works Program 

 
As the state’s number one 

incentive tool for expansion 
and retention, the Missouri 
Works Program helps busi-
nesses access capital 
through withholdings or tax 
credits to embark on facility 
expansions and create jobs. 
This program can also help 
businesses purchase equip-
ment to maintain its facility 
in Missouri.

Put  
Our  

Classifieds 
To Work  
For You

Fellowship 
Workshop 

Service
The Southern Pike Inter-

church Council to hold Fel-
lowship Workshop service 
at New Life Christian 
Church in Eolia on Sunday 
Sept. 7, at 2 p.m.  

The pastors of the 
churches will be doing tag-
team messages of 3-5 mi-
nutes along with music by 
choirs, soloist, etc. They are 
looking to have a spirit 
filled evening.  

A free-will offering will 
be taken. The Interchurch 
Council, helps in many 
ways, gift cards  at Christ-
mas for food, donations to 
Clopton School to teachers 
for supplies and to the 
health department and to 
the Lucy Tray program, at 
Clopton also they give to 
persons in need of help with 
electric, water etc., in the 
Southern Pike County area. 

Refreshments will be 
served following the serv-
ice. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Looking forward to 
having a glorious time. 
Please try to attend if you 
can.

Cuivre River Electric Cooperative 
Celebrates 75,000th Meter Installation

Cuivre River Electric Co-
operative (CREC) recently 
announced a significant 
milestone -- celebrating the 
installation of its 75,000th 
electric meter.  

To commemorate this 
achievement and thank its 
growing community, the co-
operative is recognizing the 
member who received the 
75,000th meter. 

Terry and Wilma Eivins 
were surprised with a $750 
bill credit and a gift bag of 
cooperative merchandise, 

including hats, blankets, 
coffee mugs, and more.  

The Eivins, members of 
CREC since 1979, recently 
built a new home in Eolia, 
which marked the cooper-
ative’s 75,000th active serv-
ice connection since its 
founding in 1941. 

“This milestone is more 
than just a number; it’s a 
powerful reflection of the 
trust our communities place 
in us, and celebrates the in-
credible growth in our serv-
ice area,” said CREC 

President/CEO Doug Tracy. 
“We are proud to be a vital 
part of this expanding re-
gion, and we look forward 
to serving the next 75,000 
members with the same 
dedication to reliability and 
community partnership. 

”The cooperative has ex-
perienced steady growth 
over the years, driven by 
new residential and com-
mercial developments 
within its service territory. 
The last milestone of 50,000 
meters was in 2004, and the 
co-op has added thousands 
of new members since then, 
reflecting a vibrant and 
growing community. 

 
About Cuivre River Elec-

tric CooperativeFounded in 
1941, Cuivre River Electric 
Cooperative is the largest of 
Missouri's 40 consumer-
owned electric distribution 
cooperatives, serving more 
than 75,000 homes and 
businesses in Lincoln, 
Montgomery, Pike, St. 
Charles, and Warren 
counties in Missouri. For in-
formation, visit cuivre.com 
or call 800-392-3709.

Card Of Thanks 

The family of John Lewellen would 
like to thank Bro. Don Kelley, First 
Baptist Church in Louisiana, our 
neighbors and friends for all the 
many acts of kindness shown us 
during the passing of our loved one, 
John. 

Naomi Lewellen 
Bronwyn Schulte

Pictured from left, Chris Ryan, vice president of 
member engagement and technology, with Wilma and 
Terry Eivins, CREC members. 

Students Named To Columbia 
College Dean’s List

Columbia College re-
cently announced its dean's 
list for the Summer 2025 Se-
mester (April-August 2025). 
To be named to the dean's 
list, a student must have 
completed 12 undergraduate 
credit hours in a 16-week 
period and achieved a mini-
mum GPA of 3.5 on a 4.0-
point scale.  

Columbia College is ac-
credited by the Higher 
Learning Commission and 
maintains a network of more 
than 98,000 alumni world-
wide. For more information, 
visit ccis.edu. 

Bowling Green 
Mariah Flowers, Online 
Elizabeth Schroeder, On-

line 

Crape Myrtle: 
Colorful 

Shrub
Crape myrtle (Lagerstroemia 

indica) is one of the most useful 
flowering shrubs grown in 
southern states, said David Trin-
klein, state horticulture specialist 
for University of Missouri Ex-
tension. It is long-lived, with-
stands droughts and is relatively 
free of disease and insect prob-
lems. It also adds brilliant color 
to the landscape when few other 
trees or shrubs are in bloom. 

While older cultivars lacked 
the cold-hardiness needed to sur-
vive Midwestern winters, breed-
ing work has resulted in crape 
myrtle cultivars with better cold 
tolerance and disease resistance, 
improved flower and fall leaf 
color and more handsome bark, 
said Trinklein. 

For strong growth and abun-
dant flowering, crape myrtle 
needs full sun. Lack of sunlight 
and competition for moisture 
with large shade trees will re-
duce growth and flowering and 
increase disease problems. Al-
though crape myrtle can adapt to 
many soil conditions, it prefers a 
well-drained garden loam. Good 
drainage is important for the pre-
vention of root diseases. 

When planting crape myrtle, 
dig a hole at least twice as wide 
as the root ball. Set the plant in 
the hole no deeper than it origi-
nally grew in the production 
container or field, and backfill 
with the soil removed from the 
hole. Research has shown that 
amendments to backfill soil en-
courages roots to stay within the 
hole and not grow outward into 
the surrounding native soil. 

It is a common misconcep-
tion that crape myrtles require 
pruning to flower. In fact, the 
most natural and beautiful crape 
myrtles result from limited or no 
pruning.  

 
In addition, aggressive prun-

ing leads to increased suckering, 
which is not only undesirable but 
could result in powdery mildew 
spreading from the suckers to the 
canopy of the plant. It is far 
better to plant more compact cul-
tivars that grow to desired ma-
ture heights than to continue 
fighting with larger cultivars 
planted in a too-small space.



 
TWO YARD SALES - 

Thursday, 12-6 p.m.; 
Friday 7 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Saturday 7 a.m.-3 p.m., 
1016 SOUTHWAY 
COURT, B.G. Kitchen 
items, decorator items, 
holiday decorations in-
cluding outdoor Christ-
mas, flower pots, misc. 
1019 SOUTHWAY 
COURT, B.G. Girl’s 
clothes 3 month-5T, 
women’s clothes M-L, 
kitchen items, toys, 
stuffed animals, baby 
items, kid’s cups and 
bottles, kid’s books, 
girl’s shoes up to 12, 
kid’s decorating items, 
misc.  

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. Call 
for info 573-249-3333, 
m a r k t w a i n m o b i l e -
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
GregS.CDH@outlook.c
om. (tf) 

SELF-STORAGE - In 
Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Storage, 
573-248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224.  

CLEARANCE SALE 
- Eureka vacuum clean-
ers. Vandalia Firestone, 
Appliance & Furniture, 
573-594-6624. 

 
FOUR used dryers. 

Call for price. Vandalia 
Firestone, Appliance & 
Furniture, 573-594-
6624. 

R E F U R N I S H E D 
COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176. 
(tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light truck, 
$15 & up. Vandalia 
Firestone & Appliance, 
594-6624.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

 
HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, $1,500. 
636-697-8499. (tf) 

PART-TIME house 
keeper. 324-5343. (c3-
40) 

To Whom It May 
Concern: Notice is 
hereby given that by an 
order of the Circuit 
Court of the County of 
Pike, Missouri, Division 
No. 1, Case No. 25PI-
FC0039 made entered 
on the record on 
08/04/2025, the name 
of Noah James Baker 
was changed to Noah 
James Outlaw. 

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible 
for injuries or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property. (tf) 

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside hgouse clean-
ing, soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & recycling, 
573-324-7176, 573-
567-6164. (tf) 

RICK’S LAWN 
EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Lou-
isiana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic 
pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

 
BROWN’S SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 
auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 Brown 
Lane, Louisiana, 754-
5812. (tf) 

 
 

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@gmail. 
com.  

HELP WANTED
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  

Classifieds
SERVICES
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Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

GARAGE SALE

$22,985

Stock #935 - 2024 Chevrolet Trax LT,  
Exterior Color Mosaic Black Metallic,  
Interior Color Jet Black, 4WD, Auto, 

34,599 miles

NO HUNTING

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

FOR RENT

Poage Ford

HUME 
REMODELING

Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric 
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring 

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen 
Tops - Window & Door  

Replacement 
Tex Ceiling Fix

FREE ESTIMATES

FOR SALE

www.thepeoplestribune.com

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

NOTICE

Be Part of the MoDOT Team! 
MoDOT IS NOW HIRING FULL-TIME MAINTENANCE 

WORKERS FOR THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:BOWLING 
GREEN, CANTON, ELSBERRY, MEMPHIS, MOBERLY, NEW 
FLORENCE, TROY, WARRENTON, WAYLAND, AND SIGN & 

STRIPING - MACON  
 

Join a team environment to help the Missouri transportation 
system progress!  MoDOT is now hiring quality individuals with 

a good work ethic and positive attitude. 
 

Maintenance workers perform general duties related to main-
taining Missouri’s roadways and facilities. Starting salary is 

$19.91/hour with complete benefit package. Career ladder op-
portunities are available with these positions.Qualified appli-

cants will have a valid operator’s license and a passing grade 
on the written portion of the CDL exam; or a Class B CDL with 

tanker endorsement and no air brake restrictions. 
 

To be considered for these opportunities apply on-line at 
www.modot.org/careers by Sunday, Septe. 7, 2025.  

 
Drug Free Work Environment • Equal Employment Opportu-

nity/Affirmative Action Employer M/F/D/V 

MOBILE HOMES

NO HUNTING

SERVICES
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Pictured are Lydia and Andrew Niemeyer who donated their hogs at the Mis-
souri State Fair recently to help with hunger in Missouri.

Bowling Green Youth Exhibitors Donate 
Hogs To Fight Hunger In Missouri

After competing at the 
Missouri State Fair, Andrew 
and Lydia Niemeyer of the 
Bowling Green FFA Chap-
ter, chose to donate their 
market hogs through Hogs 
for Hunger, a program that 
turns livestock projects into 
high quality protein for Mis-
souri families facing hunger. 
4-H and FFA members from 
across the state have joined 
with Missouri Farmers Care 
to make a difference far 
beyond the showring this 
year. 

Andrew and Lydia were 
among 32 youth exhibitors 
who joined in the effort to 
commit 53 hogs, to provide 
approximately 27, 825 serv-
ings of protein and, to prove 
that even one animal can 
make a major difference 
when agriculture and gener-
osity go hand in hand. A sin-
gle hog is processed into 
approximately 525 servings 
of lean, high-quality pork, 
enough to help feed hun-
dreds of Missourians facing 
food insecurity. 

 
“Hogs for Hunger shows 

the heart of Missouri agri-
culture,” said Ashley 
McCarty, Executive Direc-
tor of Missouri Farmers 
Care. “These young people 
are doing more than just 
raising animals, they’re 
stepping up to serve their 
neighbors in a powerful, 
tangible way.”  

"Missouri agriculture is 
about more than crops and 

livestock—it's about 
people," said Governor 
Mike Kehoe. "The Missouri 
Farmers Care Foundation 
Drive to Feed Kids opens 
the door for Missourians to 
make a difference in the 
fight against hunger, and 
Missouri FFA and Missouri 
4-H members are leading 
the way. Claudia and I are 
proud to join these leaders 
to make an impact and work 
toward a stronger, healthier 
Missouri.” 

The pork donated 
through Hogs for Hunger is 
distributed to Missouri food 
banks through Feeding Mis-
souri. Processing is com-
pleted by Kempf’s Custom 
Butchering, Sedalia, and 
costs are covered by the 
Missouri Farmers Care 
Foundation Drive to Feed 
Kids, presented in partner-
ship with Brownfield Ag 
News, ADM and partners 
across Missouri agriculture.  

Missouri’s agriculture 
community makes Hogs for 
Hunger possible through the 
generous support of: ADM, 
Brownfield Ag News, 
American Family Insurance 
/AmFam Dreams, Nutra-
Blend, MFA Incorporated, 
Missouri Corn Merchandis-
ing Council, The Poultry 
Federation, FCS Financial, 
Jerry Litton Family Memo-
rial Foundation, Smithfield 
Foods, Missouri Farm Bu-
reau, Martin Rice, Missouri 
FFA Foundation, Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising 

Council, Missouri’s Electric 
Cooperatives, Missouri 4-H 
Foundation, Missouri Pork, 
Forrest and Charlotte Lucas 
and Lucas Cattle Company, 
Missouri State Fair Founda-
tion, Midwest Dairy, and 
Empower Missouri.  

For more information on 
the program or to see how to 
get involved in 2026, visit 
www.MOFarmersCare.com
/hogs-for-hunger. 

MISSOURI FARMERS 
CARE 

Missouri Farmers Care is 
a joint effort by Missouri's 
agriculture community to 
stand together for the men 
and women who provide the 
food and jobs on which our 
communities depend. The 
coalition of more than 45 
leading Missouri agricul-
tural groups promotes the 
growth of Missouri agricul-
ture and rural communities 
through coordinated com-
munication, education and 
advocacy. www.MOFarm-
ersCare.com. 

MISSOURI FARMERS 
CARE FOUNDATION 

 
Missouri Farmers Care 

Foundation enables Missou-
rians to understand the in-
fluence and importance of 
agriculture in their daily 
lives by serving as the cen-
tralized hub of the unified 
educational programs, 
awards, and hunger relief 
efforts of Missouri's agricul-
tural community. www.MO 
FarmersCare.com.

Deters Donates Hog To Fight MO Hunger
After competing at the 

Missouri State Fair, Grace 
Deters of the Bowling 
Green FFA Chapter, chose 
to donate her market hogs 
through Hogs for Hunger, a 
program that turns livestock 
projects into high quality 
protein for Missouri fam-
ilies facing hunger. 4-H and 
FFA members from across 
the state have joined with 
Missouri Farmers Care to 
make a difference far bey-
ond the showring this year. 

Grace was one of 32 
youth exhibitors who joined 
in the effort to commit 53 
hogs, to provide approx-
imately 27, 825 servings of 
protein and, to prove that 
even one animal can make a 
major difference when agri-
culture and generosity go 
hand in hand. A single hog 
is processed into approx-
imately 525 servings of 
lean, high-quality pork, 
enough to help feed hun-
dreds of Missourians facing 
food insecurity. 

“Hogs for Hunger shows 
the heart of Missouri agri-
culture,” said Ashley 
McCarty, Executive Direc-

tor of Missouri Farmers 
Care. “These young people 
are doing more than just 
raising animals, they’re 
stepping up to serve their 
neighbors in a powerful, 
tangible way.”  

 
"Missouri agriculture is 

about more than crops and 
livestock—it's about 
people," said Governor 
Mike Kehoe. "The Missouri 
Farmers Care Foundation 
Drive to Feed Kids opens 
the door for Missourians to 
make a difference in the 
fight against hunger, and 
Missouri FFA and Missouri 
4-H members are leading 
the way. Claudia and I are 
proud to join these leaders 
to make an impact and work 
toward a stronger, healthier 
Missouri.” 

The pork donated 
through Hogs for Hunger is 
distributed to Missouri food 
banks through Feeding Mis-
souri. Processing is com-
pleted by Kempf’s Custom 
Butchering, Sedalia, and 
costs are covered by the 
Missouri Farmers Care 
Foundation Drive to Feed 

Kids, presented in partner-
ship with Brownfield Ag 
News, ADM and partners 
across Missouri agriculture.  

Missouri’s agriculture 
community makes Hogs for 
Hunger possible through the 
generous support of: ADM, 
Brownfield Ag News, 
American Family Insurance 
/ AmFam Dreams, Nutra-
Blend, MFA Incorporated, 
Missouri Corn Merchandis-
ing Council, The Poultry 
Federation, FCS Financial, 
Jerry Litton Family Memo-
rial Foundation, Smithfield 
Foods, Missouri Farm Bu-
reau, Martin Rice, Missouri 
FFA Foundation, Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising 
Council, Missouri’s Electric 
Cooperatives, Missouri 4-H 
Foundation, Missouri Pork, 
Forrest and Charlotte Lucas 
and Lucas Cattle Company, 
Missouri State Fair Founda-
tion, Midwest Dairy, and 
Empower Missouri.  

 
For more information on 

the program or to see how to 
get involved in 2026, visit 
www.MOFarmersCare.com
/hogs-for-hunger.

Delaney Feldman Donates Hogs
After competing at the 

Missouri State Fair, Dela-
ney Feldman of the Bowling 
Green FFA Chapter, chose 
to donate her market hogs 
through Hogs for Hunger, a 
program that turns livestock 
projects into high quality 
protein for Missouri fam-
ilies facing hunger. 4-H and 
FFA members from across 
the state have joined with 
Missouri Farmers Care to 
make a difference far bey-
ond the showring this year. 

Delaney was one of 32 
youth exhibitors who joined 
in the effort to commit 53 
hogs, to provide approx-
imately 27, 825 servings of 
protein and, to prove that 
even one animal can make a 
major difference when agri-
culture and generosity go 
hand in hand. A single hog 
is processed into approx-
imately 525 servings of 
lean, high-quality pork, 
enough to help feed hun-
dreds of Missourians facing 
food insecurity. 

“Hogs for Hunger shows 
the heart of Missouri agri-
culture,” said Ashley 
McCarty, Executive Direc-

tor of Missouri Farmers 
Care. “These young people 
are doing more than just 
raising animals, they’re 
stepping up to serve their 
neighbors in a powerful, 
tangible way.”  

 
"Missouri agriculture is 

about more than crops and 
livestock—it's about 
people," said Governor 
Mike Kehoe. "The Missouri 
Farmers Care Foundation 
Drive to Feed Kids opens 
the door for Missourians to 
make a difference in the 
fight against hunger, and 
Missouri FFA and Missouri 
4-H members are leading 
the way. Claudia and I are 
proud to join these leaders 
to make an impact and work 
toward a stronger, healthier 
Missouri.” 

The pork donated 
through Hogs for Hunger is 
distributed to Missouri food 
banks through Feeding Mis-
souri. Processing is com-
pleted by Kempf’s Custom 
Butchering, Sedalia, and 
costs are covered by the 
Missouri Farmers Care 
Foundation Drive to Feed 

Kids, presented in partner-
ship with Brownfield Ag 
News, ADM and partners 
across Missouri agriculture.  

Missouri’s agriculture 
community makes Hogs for 
Hunger possible through the 
generous support of: ADM, 
Brownfield Ag News, 
American Family Insurance 
/ AmFam Dreams, Nutra-
Blend, MFA Incorporated, 
Missouri Corn Merchandis-
ing Council, The Poultry 
Federation, FCS Financial, 
Jerry Litton Family Memo-
rial Foundation, Smithfield 
Foods, Missouri Farm Bu-
reau, Martin Rice, Missouri 
FFA Foundation, Missouri 
Soybean Merchandising 
Council, Missouri’s Electric 
Cooperatives, Missouri 4-H 
Foundation, Missouri Pork, 
Forrest and Charlotte Lucas 
and Lucas Cattle Company, 
Missouri State Fair Founda-
tion, Midwest Dairy, and 
Empower Missouri.  

 
For more information on 

the program or to see how to 
get involved in 2026, visit 
www.MOFarmersCare.com
/hogs-for-hunger.

MO Corn Adds A-Maizeing Complexity To Whiskey
Corn whiskey has long 

been an American tradition 
and a vital part of Mis-
souri’s economy. University 
of Missouri Extension re-
searchers are working to 
help corn growers that pro-
vide locally sourced corn to 
distilleries for brewed corn 
whiskey. 

Missouri’s distilling his-
tory dates to the mid-1800s, 
when Holladay Distillery in 
Weston became one of the 
first bourbon makers west 
of the Mississippi River. As 
of 2024, the state was home 
to 71 active craft distilleries, 
according to the American 
Craft Spirits Association. 

The corn whiskey busi-
ness, as part Missouri’s 
broader distilling industry, 
has a substantial economic 
footprint, according to a 
2020 report from MU Ex-
tension. 

In the report, MU Exten-
sion assistant professor Alan 
Spell says that Missouri’s 
distillers employed 600 
workers in 2019 and played 
a part in contributing $357 
million to Missouri’s gross 
domestic product. 

“Given the 30 percent 
growth in distilleries since 
that study, their impact is 
certainly greater in 2025,” 
Spell says. “That said, the 
increased competition and 
changing consumer prefer-
ences towards ready-to-
drink and nonalcoholic 
cocktails make it increas-
ingly difficult for small craft 
distillers to succeed.” 

 
MU Extension horticul-

turist Todd Higgins grows 
research plots of heritage 
and specialty corn at MU 
Hundley-Whaley Extension 
and Education Center at Al-
bany to help distillers suc-
ceed. 

Unlike Irish and Cana-
dian whiskies, which are 

made from cereal grains, 
American whiskey is made 
from corn, says Higgins. 
Corn is an American plant 
species, bred by Native 
Americans from varieties 
adapted to locales and uses 
over thousands of years. 

“Missouri distillers seek-
ing the ‘Missouri bourbon’ 
label can potentially benefit 
by collaborating directly 
with local farmers to source 
specialized corn varieties 
and explore place-based op-
portunities to make their 
product stand out in a 
crowded market, ” says 
Mallory Rahe, associate ex-
tension professor. “MU re-
search showed that by the 
time that corn is turned into 
bourbon, its value has in-
creased as much as eight-
fold. That said, producers 
will incur higher costs to 
grow truly distinct organic 
and or heritage corn varie-
ties that may or may not 
help a product attract a 
strong consumer base.” 

Most large-scale Ameri-
can whiskey producers use 
No. 2 yellow dent corn 
commonly grown through-
out Missouri. As a commod-
ity crop, a load of No. 2 
yellow dent corn may arrive 
at a national distillery hav-
ing been grown from any-
where. 

Some craft distillers are 
bucking the No. 2 yellow 
dent trend by using open 
pollinated varieties of corn, 
such as Bloody Butcher or 
Country Gentleman, says 
Higgins. Unlike No. 2 yel-
low dent corn, open polli-
nated corn varieties have a 
slightly lower starch content 
than No. 2 yellow dent and 
are generally higher in pro-
tein. These differences in-
fluence the flavor of the 
finished whiskey product. 

Many craft distillers are 
using red and blue colored 

corn varieties such as 
Jimmy Red and Ohio Blue 
Clarage, which are rich in 
anthocyanins. Not only are 
anthocyanins powerful anti-
oxidants, but they also im-
part complexity to the flavor 
of a whiskey. Anthocyanins 
contribute notes of graham 
cracker, cinnamon and 
maple to whiskey’s flavor 
profile, says Higgins. 

White corn is also used 
for making whiskey. Whis-
key distilled from white 
corn has a sweet and buttery 
flavor profile with notes of 
vanilla and maple syrup, he 
says. Country Gentleman 
and Boone County White 
are examples of white corns 
often used in distilling with 
some cultivars having 
higher anthocyanin content 
than yellow corn. 

Like wine grapes, corn 
grown for whiskey can de-
velop flavor profiles unique 
to the environment where it 
grows, a phenomenon 
known as terroir. Terroir is 
the result of the interaction 
of three distinct contributing 
factors: the physical envi-
ronment, biological envi-
ronment and cultural 
practices. 

Whiskey corn is not a 
single specialized variety or 
type of corn. Corn varieties 
selected for making whis-
key are based on alcohol 
yield potential or flavor pro-
file desires. Mass-produced 
whiskey tends to use corn 
having higher alcohol yield 
to reduce costs. Craft whis-
key distillers can make 
smaller batches of whiskey 
using different corn varie-
ties to achieve different sen-
sations in the final product. 

 
The bottom line is that it 

is corn that makes whiskey. 
“Another a-maize-ing Mis-
souri agriculture product,” 
says Higgins.

Buie Wins $500 Grant 
Shelly Buie, pre-school teacher at Van-Far Elementary School, won a $500 

grant from the Missouri Retired Teacher Foundation to fund an Outdoor Class-
room/Garden for the whole school. Shelly was excited to receive a facsimile check 
and a real one on the first day of school, Aug.19.  She was surprised by visitors 
Carolyn Hobbs of the Audrain unit of MRTA and MRTA-F Treasurer Mary Ridge.  
Also in attendance were Principal Brian Hummel, classroom aide Mary Williams, 
and a roomful of excited pre-schoolers. Shelly wrote in her application:  “This fi-
nancial support will allow us to reach our goal in building and maintaining a 
fenced-in area with raised beds, walking paths, and a shelter where teachers can 
conduct classes.” Shelly was one of 84 receiving classroom grants this fall, out of 
hundreds applying.

Buy Native Trees, Shrubs From MDC
Need trees and shrubs for 

your landscape? Go native 
with tree and shrub seed-
lings from the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation 
(MDC). Native trees and 
shrubs can help improve 
wildlife habitat and soil and 
water conservation while 
also improving the appear-
ance and value of private 
property. 

 
MDC’s George O. White 

State Forest Nursery offers 
a variety of low-cost native 
tree and shrub seedlings for 
sale for reforestation, wind-
breaks, erosion control, 

wildlife food and cover, and 
other purposes.  

The nursery provides 
mainly one-year-old, bare-
root seedlings with sizes 
varying by species. Seed-
lings varieties include pine, 
bald cypress, cottonwood, 
black walnut, hickory, oak, 
pecan, persimmon, river 
birch, maple, willow, syca-
more, blackberry, button-
bush, hazelnut, redbud, 
ninebark, elderberry, sumac, 
wild plum, witch hazel, and 
others. MDC recommends 
ordering early for the best 
selection. 

Fiaoni added that even if 

a species is listed as “sold 
out,” customers can still 
place an order for those 
seedlings because other or-
ders may get cancelled, 
freeing up inventory. Cus-
tomers won’t be charged for 
seedlings unless they are 
available to ship. 

 
Seedlings are available in 

bundles of 10 or increments 
of 25 per species. Prices 
range from 40 cents to $1.17 
per seedling. Sales tax will 
be added to orders unless 
tax exempt. There is a ship-
ping fee and handling 
charge for each order. 
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Brewster Family Holds Annual Reunion
The 47th Annual Brew-

ster Reunion was held Sun-
day, Aug. 10.  

Four generations of 
Brewsters gathered at the 
Don Brewster Farm just east 
of Bowling Green. A very 
happy 50 family members 
gathered for a carry-in-
lunch, visiting, up-dating 
family history and picture 
taking. Family gathered 
from California, Kansas, 
Iowa and Missouri. 

Over the past year we 
lost family member, Alice 
Marie Terry. 

Those attending were: 
Ron and Marilyn Needham 
of Apple Valley Calif.; 
Cathy Brewster, Julie Crabb 
and Luellla Crabb of Over-
land Park Kan.; Susan 
Brewster of Olathe Kan.; 
Charles McCurdy, Wayne 
and Janice Baker, all of Van-
dalia; Gene and Julia Taylor 
of Curryville; John Marga-
ret Terry and Isabelle Terry, 
all of Columbia. 

Also Byron Perron; 
Spencer Perron; Keith and 
Kim Perron; Kevin Perron; 
Brian and Holly Hoaglin 
and Jordan Hoaglin, all of 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa; Butch 
and Pamela Perron of Clin-
ton, Iowa; Jim and Karen 
Taylor of Sturgeon; Jona-
than Taylo Julie and Gary 
Allen, Kimberly Shepard 

and Jeff Rucker, Callysta, 
Cordelia, Charisma, Ca-
dence, Cassidy and Clinton 
Shepard, all of Jefferson 
City; Samantha and Lance 
Miles, Rachel, Zoe, Reuben, 
Tobias, Kirby Miles, all of 
New London; Jan and Alan 
Brake of Montgomery City; 
Carla Bergkoetter of Lake 
St. Louis; Linda Gruszka 

Brewster, and the hosts, 
Don and Dorothy Brewster, 
all of Bowling Green. 

 
After a brief meeting the 

family voted to have the re-
union on a Saturday instead 
of Sunday next year. The 
2026 reunion will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 8 at the 
Brewster Farm.

The Kountry Store
Please join us for an 

21st Anniversary Celebration!

Friday, Sept. 5 &  
Saturday, Sept. 6 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
822 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. 

Bowling Green 
573-324-3395 

FREE GIFTS WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE! 
Come In & Check Out All Of Our 

NEW MERCHANDISE! 
Sales Throughout The Store 
Thank you for 21 years of  

continued support!
Cindy & Anna
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