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Early Lapse Keys
Henderson's Finest Moment

Following is the first part
in a story series by contrib-
uting writer Brent Engel.

A rare blunder may have
put John Brooks Henderson
on the path to redefining
American freedom.

The Louisiana man was a
Union general at the start of
the Civil War. In October
1861, he negotiated an armi-
stice with Southern sympa-
thizer Jefferson Franklin
Jones.

It was a sincere, but im-
prudent, effort to avoid
bloodshed. And while the
truce was not binding, it
created an engaging and en-
during saga.

The claim goes that Hen-
derson was representing the
federal government and that
Jones was in charge of a
separatist effort to avoid the
war from impacting Calla-
way County.

Henderson promised he
would not invade if Jones
disbanded  his  ragtag
fighters. By signing the
treaty, the story goes, the
feds recognized an inde-
pendent entity that locals
began calling “The King-
dom of Callaway.”

The government chas-
tised Henderson and imme-

—diately reminded anyone
who would listen that such
treaties can only be made by
the President with the con-
sent of the Senate.

But in The Kingdom, the
matter was settled. It is “a
name which probably will
last through the ages,” Cal-
laway County historian
Ovid Bell noted. The armi-
stice “had no parallel during
the war,” added author An-
drew Saeger.

Henderson and Jones
were very similar. Both
were born in the South and

came to Missouri with their
families as children. Each
became a prominent lawyer
and served in the state legis-
lature. At one point, both
owned slaves.

They  were  smart,
eloquent and determined.
Their differences were a
matter of constitutional out-
look. Henderson catego-
rized as traitors those who
disavowed the Union. Jones
became a secessionist be-
cause he feared relinquish-
ing individual rights.

Henderson seemed the
more guarded, barely rais-
ing an eyebrow after rioters
in Palmyra hanged and
burned him in effigy. When
one observer called the inci-
dent “a lively time,” the
Hannibal Daily Messenger
countered that Henderson
was “a man possessing
more patriotism than all the
Secessionists in Missouri.”

A courageous rebel bent
seemed to come naturally
for Jones. He said he and his
followers “were determined
to yield our lives™ to protect
their properties. The St.
Louis Republic explained
the men “had assembled for
self-protection.” Jones and
his wife, Sally, had a hu-
morous side. Of their 12
chldren, two sons were
named South West and
North East. A daughter was
called Monimia, which is a
type of shrub.

Neither Missouri nor
Callaway County would
leave the Union, but at least
one measuring stick high-
lighted the overwhelming
Southern sentiment. In the
1860 presidential election,
Abraham Lincoln managed
only 15 votes in Callaway
County of more than 2,600
cast.

“That whole region is
thoroughly disloyal,” dis-
gusted Union Gen. Chester
Hardin Jr. wrote.

Henderson left Louisiana
for Wellsville in September
1861 with 600 militiamen.
His orders were to quell
what Union commanders
called an uprising by Con-
federate supporters in Mont-
gomery and Callaway
counties.

Hearing that Henderson
was coming, Jones prepared
for an assault. The Missouri
Telegraph, a Callaway
County newspaper, stirred
what was already a simmer-
ing pot by erroneously
charging that Henderson’s
appointment as a brigadier
general was “bogus” be-
cause Gov. Hamilton Gam-
ble had not followed legal
guidelines.

Records vary on how
many men Jones had — any-
where from 300 to 600 — but
his tactics were vintage
trickery. The efforts in-
cluded cutting tree trunks
and painting them black to
resemble cannons and light-
ing unmanned campfires to
give the impression that he
had more soldiers.

ones had no armaments,
and Henderson’s friend
David Patterson Dyer said
the only one the Union con-
tingent had was so ancient
that it would be “more ef-
fective for noise than any-
thing else.”

Still, Henderson was res-
olute to do his duty and
Jones was steadfast. Their
determination would lead to
an unprecedented declara-
tion no one could have pre-
dicted.

Priceless

Next time:
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Poverty SImu/at/ons offer participants a chance to /earn

about the struggles many people go through each day.

Participants are being
sought for a Pike County pov-
erty simulation on Oct. 16.

The free event, sponsored
by NECAC and Peoples
Bank & Trust, is from 11
a.m.-2:30 p.m. at Second
Baptist Church, 319 W.
Church Street in Bowling
Green. Lunch will be pro-
vided and the Missouri Com-

munity Action Network of
Jefferson City is facilitating.

The role-playing simula-
tion offers participants a
chance to see how disadvan-
taged people live and suggest
ways communities can ad-
dress concerns.

“This is a unique, inter-
active way to deepen under-

standing of the realities that
many families face each day,”
said NECAC Pike County
Service Coordinator Penny
Dixon. “It’s an opportunity to
help make a difference in the
lives of our neighbors.”

Participants are assigned
a family scenario and then
must navigate a simulated
month of living on a limited
income. They will interact
with banks, schools, em-
ployers, social  service
agencies and other com-
munity entities. There will
also be a few surprises mixed
in, such as an unexpected
medical bill or a car break-
down.

People may RSVP by cal-
ling Dixon at 573-324-2207
Mondays through Thursdays
from 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m., or at
pikesc@necac.org.

NECAC is contractually
required to publish the follow-
ing: “This program is funded
100 percentr at $100 with
federal funds received from
the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
(HHS) as provided by the
Missouri Department of So-
cial Services, Family Support
Division.”

Louisiana Residents Arrested
On Numerous Drug Charges

tephanie A. Bryant
BY BRICE CHANDLER
EDITOR

During the evening hours

of Thursday, Sept. 25,
members of the Louisiana
Police Department, with as-
sistance from the Pike

County Sheriff’s Office, ex-
ecuted a narcotics search
warrant at 311 North 6th
Street in Louisiana.

During the execution of
the search warrant, officers
seized over 50 grams of
methamphetamine. Two in-
dividuals were taken into
custody at the residence.

Stephanie A. Bryant, 56,
of Louisiana, has been
charged by Pike County
Prosecuting Attorney Alex
Ellison with the Class C fel-
ony of trafficking drugs
(methamphetamine), the
Class D felony of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance (methamphetamine),
and the Class E felony of
possession of drug para-
phernalia.

Charles R. Marshall, 47,

arles R. Marsha

of Louisiana, has been
charged with the Class D
felony of possession of a
controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine) and the Class
E felony of possession of
Continued To Page 7
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Ruby Leigh was the headline entertainment at the 2025 Vandalia Prairie Days

held Frida

, Sept. 26 and Saturday, Sept. 27. The two-day event, held in down-

town Vandalia, was deemed a huge success with many other bands, kid’s enter-
tainment, craft booths, various food stands, and a parade.

Trib photo by Nancy Case

op ppie
Clarksville on Sunday, Sept. 21. From left are Rick
Zelle, Tom Maloney, Dick Maley, Jerry Epperson, Brett
Stamps and Brian Casserly.

By BRENT ENGEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Amid the melancholy,

there was a kind of soothing
satisfaction that comes with
the end of such a joyous tra-
dition.

The world-renown jazz
band Cornet Chop Suey
played what was billed as its
final performance at The
Apple Shed in Clarksville
on Sept. 21. The concert
was sponsored by Raintree
Arts Council, and brought to
an end the band’s three dec-
ades of musical enchant-
ment at the historic venue.

“It’s just been an incred-
ible journey all these years,”
said leader Brian Casserly.
“It’s been the adventure of

my life.”
Joining Big B onstage
were trombonist  Brett

Stamps, keyboardist Rick
Zelle, drummer Dick Maley,
Tom Maloney on bass and
Clarksville’s Jerry Epperson
with saxophone and clari-
net.

The band has played in
27 countries — at everything
from outdoor festivals and
elegant concert halls to
cruise ships and jubilees.
But no matter where the
road led, the group each
year found its way back to
The Shed, a 1930s-era
building along Highway 79

that once processed and
shipped apples from local
orchards.

“This is the greatest place
to play,” Casserly told the
audience of more than 100
people from Missouri, I1li-
nois and elsewhere. “It just
sounds so good.”

Tributes were made
throughout the afternoon to
Tom Tucker, the musician
who formed Cornet with
Casserly in 1996. The Navy
veteran and retired car deal-
ership owner passed in 2022
at age 86.

“We realized we had abil-
ity and the vision of what
we wanted,” Casserly said.
“Tom was a very important
part of this band. I miss
him.”

Relatives were in the au-
dience, and Casserly re-
peated the light-hearted
admonishment Tucker often
had for bandmates: “Don’t
nobody screw up.”

A surprise came when
Maley turned his kit over to
former Cornet percussionist
John “Go Go” Gillick,
whose jaw-dropping drum
solo sparked raucous ap-
plause. Examples of his tal-
ent can be found on
YouTube.

As with Tucker, Epper-
son had family in attendance
and got loud cheers for his

work on “Lullaby of the
Leaves,”
tions.
The set list was vintage
Chop Suey, starting with
“Down on Bourbon Street.”
Other tunes included “Dark
Eyes,” “Sleepy Time Down
South,” “Come a Long Way

Band Satzsestth Final Apple Shed Show

among other selec-

From St. Louis,” “Pink
Champagne” and “Ain’t
Nobody Here But Us
Chickens.”

After a little cajoling,
Casserly got the seasoned
audience to get up and par-
ticipate on his original
Cajun frolic “Stir the Pot.”
He also paid tribute to his
late father with the mellow
standard “Midnight in Mos-
cow.”

Stamps and Maloney did
well-received solos. The
show closed, as Cornet con-
certs over the years often
did, with the Louis Arm-
strong classic “What a Won-
derful World.”

Each member has an in-
dividual musical resume
that’s longer than the slide
on a trombone, and likely
will continue to play the oc-
casional solo show or fill in
if another band asks.

Of course, there’s always
the remote chance that Cor-
net Chop Suey could pop up
on a marquee again. After
all, it’s hard to resist the in-
describable magic that
happens when they’re to-
gether.

“This band has changed
my life,” Casserly admitted.
“It’s been great.”

Proceeds from ticket
sales will be used for Rain-
tree programs and ongoing
upkeep at The Shed, which
was donated to the not-for-
profit group in 1979 by the
Mallin family and continues
to host concerts, stage pro-
ductions, weddings, recep-
tions, festivals and
community events.

There’s still time to enter
works in the 51st Annual
Raintree Arts Council Art Ex-
hibit and Judged Competition.

The event is being held in
conjunction with Clarksville
Applefest Oct. 11 and 12 at
The Apple Shed along High-
way 79.

Adults ages 18 and older
may submit items in the pro-
fessional or amateur cate-
gories at The Apple Shed
from 4-6 p.m., Wednesday,

Oct. 8, or 4-6:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, Oct. 9.

All works must be original
and other rules apply. Profes-
sional is described as people
who make at least 50 percent
of their income from art, have
a degree in art or have exhib-
ited in a professional art show.
Prizes will be awarded in the
adult and youth divisions.

Pick up is Sunday, Oct. 12,
by 4 p.m. Raintree is not re-
sponsible for items taken

without being checked out or
those left after 4 p.m., and is
not responsible for loss or
damage. The show will be en-
closed and locked each night.

This year’s event is ded-
icated to the late Louisiana
artist Jon Moran, who spent
more than two decades assist-
ing with the show.

More information is avail-
able by e-mailing Cindy
Logan at artlady.cl@gmail.
com.

The Commissioner's Cup will return to Bowling Green's trophy case for another

year after the Bobcats defeated the Louisiana Bulldogs 45- 23. Pictured are

members of the Bobcats along with the Commissioner's

Cup.

Cup and the Mayor's

Trib photo by Kimberly Chandler
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Department 0f Natural Resources Encourages
Missourians To Report Drought Gonditions

In light of continuing
drought conditions across
the state, the Missouri De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources 1is encouraging
people to report local
drought conditions in their
area to help local, state and
national decision-makers
better understand and assess
drought conditions and im-
pacts in Missouri.

Missouri drought con-
ditions continue to worsen.
The Missouri Department of
Natural Resources’ Climate
and Weather Committee, in
consultation with the State
Climatologist and partners
from the National Weather

Service, is actively mon-
itoring drought conditions
and any impacts occurring
in Missouri’s communities.

To report drought con-
ditions, anyone can submit a
survey form via the Con-
dition Monitoring Observer
Reports (CMOR) service at
droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Too
ls/ConditionMonitoringOb-
servations.aspx.

CMOR is an online col-
laborative effort to crowd-
source data on ground-level
drought conditions as they
develop. Reports and photo-
graphs submitted through

CMOR are used by state
and federal officials to en-
sure the national drought
map accurately portrays
conditions in Missouri and
other states. By ensuring the
map’s accuracy, federal re-
sources can be made avail-
able as soon as possible for
drought-affected areas.

The CMOR system,
managed by the National
Drought Mitigation Center,
collects reports of local
weather

conditions and impacts
around the country. Your re-
port will become part of the
permanent record, appear-
ing immediately on an inter-
active map visible to the
public, including authors of
the U.S. Drought Monitor
and the media.

The Drought Monitor is
used by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to
trigger disaster declarations
and eligibility for low-inter-
est loans and assistance pro-
grams. State and local
decision makers also use the
map to implement drought
response activities.

Information incorporated
in a CMOR report includes
how dry or wet it is and how
current conditions compare

to what’s typical, in the eyes
of the observer. The system
allows users to also note im-
pacts on different sectors,
such as crop and livestock
production, municipal water
supply, recreation and pub-
lic health. We encourage
Missourians to submit pho-
tos along with their reports
to illustrate what conditions
look like in your com-
munity.

People can submit re-
ports as frequently as they
would like. Frequent report-
ing is particularly useful
during times of rapid
change and  extreme
weather, but we encourage
users to participate year-
round to provide an ongoing
comparison of wet, dry and
normal conditions.

A variety of helpful on-
line resources are available
at dnr.mo.gov/drought. The
one-stop drought infor-
mation website features cur-
rent drought-related news, a
series of Missouri drought
maps and current condition
reports, U.S. Drought Mon-
itor, Missouri Drought Miti-
gation and Response Plan
and other resources, includ-
ing information on past
droughts.

2026 Missouri State Fair Theme Announced

They hope you are as ex-
cited as they are to an-
nounce the theme for the
2026 Missouri State Fair.

This year, we're celebrat-
ing in a big way with our
theme, "Show-Me Stars &
Stripes," in honor of the
250th anniversary of the
United States of America.

Get ready for a fair that
highlights the state of Mis-

souri in a fun and patriotic
way. The theme celebrates
America's 250th milestone
and supports the America
Waves initiative, encourag-
ing all Americans to wave
their flags and celebrate the
nation's contributions.

The 2026 Missouri State
Fair will be full of current
patriotic attractions and
events and will feature ad-

ditional programming, en-
tertainment, and more, all
centered around the Amer-
ica 250 celebration. Theyca-
n't wait to see you there with
your flags waving high,
ready to celebrate America
and our great state!

Mark your calendars for
the 2026 Missouri State
Fair, Aug. 13-23, in Sedalia.

Make A Plan To Give Blood or Platelets With
The Red Cross This Fall

As fall officially begins,
the American Red Cross
urges people to mark the
new season with a lifesav-
ing blood or platelet dona-
tion to help keep the blood
supply strong. Donors of all
blood types, especially
those with types O positive
and B negative blood, are
needed now.

For many, daily routines
shift as the seasons change,
but blood and platelet dona-
tions must remain top of
mind. Every single donation
is key to making sure all pa-
tients relying on critical
transfusions, including car

It's Fall, And Here Come Chirping Crickets

Crickets are the buglers
of September and October
in Missouri homes.

These noisy insects make
their way indoors for
warmth and shelter once
temperatures start to drop,
says University of Missouri
Extension and Lincoln Uni-
versity urban entomologist
Emily Althoft.

Crickets are drawn to
light and find their way in-
side through small openings
in foundations or under
doors as they search for
food and safety. They prefer
cool, dark and damp places
and like to move at night,
Althoff says.

Once inside, they eat and
damage items such as cot-
ton, linen, wool, silk and
fur, she says. Materials
soiled by perspiration or
food are more likely to be
damaged. These crickets
also eat dead or dying in-
sects, including their own
species. Field crickets may
also damage crops.

Althoff says there are
several ways to prevent
crickets from entering:

Put
Our

Classifieds

To Work
For
You

accident victims, those liv-
ing with sickle cell disease
and those facing cancer, get
the care they need.

Fall into donating blood
or platelets. Make an ap-
pointment to give now by
visiting  RedCrossBlood.
org, calling 1-800-RED
CROSS or by using the Red
Cross Blood Donor App. All
who come to give blood,
platelets or plasma Sept. 22-
Oct. 19 will receive a $10
Amazon.com Gift Card by
email. For details, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org/Fall.

Upcoming blood dona-
tion opportunities Oct. 1-15

Seal cracks. Use weath-
erstripping, caulk and door
sweeps as barriers.

Avoid clutter. Remove
clutter from around the
foundation of buildings.
Clutter can serve as hiding
places for crickets and other
pests.

Remove vegetation. Fall
is a good time to tidy up
vegetation from flower
beds, gardens and bushes to

Elsberry - Oct. 2 - 1:30
p-m.-5:30 p.m., Elsberry
United Methodist Church,
109 N. 4th St.

Silex - Oct. 8, 3-7 p.m.,
Silex High School, 64 High-
way UU, Troy.

Oct. 1, 12-5 pm.,
Knights of Columbus -
Troy, MO, 500 Hwy. J.

Oct. 3, 12-4 p.m., Troy
Elks Lodge Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks,
541 2nd St.

Wellsville - Oct. 1, 2-6
p-m., Wellsville Middle-
town R-I High School, 900
Burlington Road.

The most common house-
invading crickets in Mis-
souri are field crickets,
house crickets, ground
crickets and mole crickets.

Learn more about differ-
ent types of crickets and
ways to treat them in MU
Extension’s newly revised
publication, “House-Invad-
ing Crickets,” at https://ex-
tension.missouri.edu/public

Scherder Autobodx LLC

Phone: 573.324.6023

Email: scherderautobody@gmail.com

16637 Pike 318
Bowling Green, MO 63334

5.4 miles from St. Clement on Hwy J

(call for directions if needed)

PAYNESVILLE HbMECOMING
FESTIVITIES

- Collision repair
- Insurance work welcome
- Free estimates

- Pick up and delivery

Play & Win a Prize

Saturday, Oct. 4

Bring your Children to the Festival
Tons of Creative Games, Activities & Prizes
Parade begins the day at 10 a.m.
Everyone welcome
Join them at Hall's Lot at 9:30 a.m.
Opening Ceremony at 11 a.m.
Lots of Activities to Follow:

Cake & Dessert Auction, Lucky Game
Music to Start at 1 p.m.
SplenDour Rejuvenated -
Ronnie Savage Band
Lots of Food & Craft Etc.,
Vendors & Motorcycle Best of Show 2 p.m.
Cornhole Tournament, Facepainting,
Bounce House for Youth,
Pumpkins for Sale & Much More
Come down & join us

) W
Brenda Gower

OCTOBER 2025 LIBRARY
STAFF BOOK REVIEWTHE
BLETCHLEY RIDDLE BY
RuTA SEPETYS &
STEVE SHEINKIN
REVIEWED BY BRENDA
GOWER, FARBER BRANCH
LIBRARY MANAGER

If you like or know of
someone who likes to read
juvenile historical fiction,
this is a good story. It takes
place during World War II in
England. The main char-
acters are a sister and a
brother who find themselves
in Bletchley Park, where
Great Britain has secretly
collected the best known
mathematicians and code
breakers. Everything is se-
cret. The siblings have a se-
cret of their own to solve:
the disappearance of their
mom. As the war rages, and
Hitler’s army gets closer,
will the Enigma cipher be
broken and will they find
out if their mom is alive?
Codes and messages arrive
on their doorstep while a
menacing inspector lurks
outside. The story flows
well. Bletchley Park and
breaking the Nazi’s Enigma
cipher were important con-
tributions to the outcome of
World War II. There are his-
torical notes in the back
about actual events and
people mentioned in the
story.

I enjoyed this book and
give it a 5/5. You can check
it out at the Mexico-Audrain
Library.

Kasi Welborn

OCTOBER 2025 LIBRARY
STAFF BOOK REVIEW
Z.0OMROMCOM BY

Vandalia Barber Shop

215B S. Main - Vandalia

573-594-3521

Tuesday - Wednesday -

Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday By Appointment
All haircuts $10
Harold Williams

JAY HURD

TREE SERVICE

485-2332 or

573-470-1929
FREE ESTIMATES - LIGENSED -
BONDED - INSURED _
1.S.A. Certified Arhorist
On Staff

Now accepting most
major credit cards

September Library Book Review

OL1viA DADE
REVIEWED BY KASI
WELBORN, CIRCULATION
ASSISTANT, MEXICO
PuBLIC LIBRARY

The story opens with our
heroine, Edie, trying desper-
ately to save her neighbor,
Chad (annoying Chad!),
from the zombie coming for
him, while he is obliviously
watering his plants, in what
appears to be Sherpa under-
wear, a black zipper hoodie,
and headphones.

Armed with nothing but
what was supposed to be a
wonderful burrito, she does
her best!

Thus begins one of the
funniest supernatural rom-
coms | have EVER had the
pleasure of reading. Be-
tween different creatures
coming out to the public and
zombies being created by
the government to combat
said creatures, and a French
spin off of everyone's favor-
ite children's show, Dora the
Explorer, this one is defi-
nitely going in my favorites
category.

Anyone new to Olivia
Dade should definitely give
her a go.

Benefits 0f
Nature, Archery
On Your Health

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation is
partnering with the
Alzheimer’s Association to
explore the benefits of na-
ture and archery for your
brain, body, and overall
health.

A member of the
Alzheimer’s Association
will talk about topics cover-
ing Alzheimer awareness
and the importance of being
active in nature.

After the presentation, an
MDC naturalist will lead a
lesson introducing the par-
ticipants to the lifetime
sport of archery.

Archery offers signifi-
cant benefits for both phys-
ical and mental health. This
activity strengthens mus-
cles, improves coordi-

nation, and promotes focus
all while enjoying time out-
doors.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LOCAL
NEWS

Second Missionary Baptist Church
West Hwy. 54 - Vandalia

FISH FRY

Friday, Oct. 3 - nam-»

Serving catfish, fried potatoes, baked beans, cole slaw

Carry-Outs ¢ Delivery Call 594-2146

PLUMBING SERVICES

Our Services:

e Sewer Camera Inspections

e New Construction

e Tankless Heater
Installations

e Sales & Service

@ 573-719-9474
mingramplumbing@gmail.com

18080 Bluebonnet Lane, Bowling Green, Missouri

B0 Lo

=0

WS

HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon
Hickerson Shoe Repair
116 N. Court - Bowling Green

573-470-3413
BIDS WANTED

Bleigh Construction Company is an Equal Opportunity Employer
and invites the submission of bids from Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (DBEs). Bleigh Construction Company, a local Gen-
eral Contractor, is seeking subcontractor/Supplier “DBE” means
a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise participation in the following

project:

PREFABRICATED HALF THROUGH TRUSS PEDESTRIAN

BRIDGE OVER THE KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN RAILROAD IN

BOWLING GREEN, MISSOURI, TO INCLUDE NEW CONNECT-

ING SIDEWALKS: Pike County Transportation Alternatives Pro-
gram, Federal Project TAP-9900(396) consisting of Construction
of a single span (150-foot) Prefabricated Half Through Truss Pe-
destrian bridge as well as approximately 180 linear feet of new
ADA compliant sidewalk located at the intersection of Business
Highway 61 and the Kansas City Southern Railroad in the City of
Bowling Green, Missouri.

NOTE: Only DBE firms certified by the State of Missouri, Office
of Equal Opportunity as of the date of bid opening, can be used
to satisfy the DBE participation goals for this project

Interested parties may contact Bleigh Construction Company,
P.O. Box 957, Hannibal, MO 63401, or by calling (573) 221-2247
on how to obtain plan documents.

Bids must be received by Oct. 7, 2025, at 2 P.M.
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Gommunity News

From The Mayor’s Desk...

As of Monday, Sept. 22, there were 100

days left in 2025.

City hall has been very busy with set-
ting up next year’s budget for Bowling
Green. Thanks go out to our wise Board
of Alderpersons: Mark Bair, Kim Lue-
brecht, Diane Kirkpatrick, Myron Arttus,
McCoy Thompson, and Cheryl Jennings.
Also, a great deal of thanks to our City Ad-
ministrator/ Clerk, Linda Luebrecht and
our City Treasurer, Kim Moore - both of
which put in hours beyond the

extra work sessions.

We don’t always like the
tough decisions that have to be
made but that is a part of “re
sponsible leadership!” City Hall
tax-
payers, to run our fantastic “
town with wisdom and a heart
for our present and future

is responsible to you,

needs.

Are we fully funded for all the [«
work we would like to do to im-
prove our community? No.Yet,
that is where tough and wise
decision-making comes into
play. Our city leaders have the wisdom,
experience, and input from you residents
to prioritize the necessary projects to
maintain a balanced budget and yet try to
meet the major concerns of running our
great town of Bowling Green.

At the Missouri Municipal League
Mayor’s Conference | attended, | met so
many administrators and councilmembers
from smaller and larger towns that are
having to float bond issues or borrow
money to manage their communities.
Bowling Green has been and continues to

be managed well.

There will come a time when Bowling
Green may have to pass a bond issue or

reen High School

borrow money. Our water treatment plant

is in fine shape now but as our town de-

JiM Arico, MAYOR

velops and attracts more businesses and
citizens, we will need to expand and/or re-
place our aging water treatment plant just
as we are having to replace aged water
and sewer lines.

You can’t always see where those mil-
lions of dollars are going. As our town
ages so does the responsibility to replace
buﬂdmgs shelters, demolish old ones and
replace them with new modern
facilities. New facilities like fire
stations and police depart-
ments. New fire trucks, police
cars, code enforcement ve-
hicles, and maybe a new and
expanded City Hall will be nec-
essary. Roads and streets only
decay through hostile winters
and heated summers. Will
Bowling Green ever desire a
recreational facility for all ages.

Or offer a larger community
center that supports youth,
Ciry oF BowLinG Green YOUNg  families, singles, and

Senior adult programs along
with athletic and fitness opportunities?

Thanks to all who tried to attend the
dancing in the Park event this past Sat-
urday evening. It was a rainout. However,
Fieldhouse 54 is a million-dollar indoor fa-

cility that offers a variety of activities and

events for singles and family entertain-
ment and involvement! Have you ever
wanted to learn line-dancing? They teach
it and then offer events to engage in it.
Baked goods, crafts, children’s clothing,
corn-hole tournaments, walking your pet,
and other social interactions are happen-

ing at Fieldhouse 54. We need Bowling

Pictured are Veterans who attended the BGH
left: Ted Smith, Marines; Tom Craig, Navy; Donald Shaw, Army; Eddie Murray,
Navy; Marvin Jennings, Army; Harry Benn, Army; Melvin Korte, Army; Harold Lue-
brecht, Army; Gerald Luebrecht, Army; Fred Tepen, Army; George Copenhaver
(hidden), Army; Edwin Miller, Army; Mike Rogers, Army; Richard Worsham, Army;
Phillip Stapleton, Army; Frank Becker, Army; and Ed Feldmann, Army. Attending
but not pictured: Ken Durbin, Navy, and Don Brewster, Navy.

BGHS Class 0f 1965 Vets Reunion

The Bowling Green High
School Class of 1965 vet-
erans attended their 60th
year class reunion on Fri-
day, Sept. 12.

There were 16 who at-
tended the event, 45 men

gave the ultimate sacrifice

Green, Pike County and nearby counties
to support this or we will lose it.

Iass 0

965 Reunion, from

and two women from the
class of 1965 served in the
Vietnam era.

All returned home with
the exception of one class-
mate, Louis Niemeyer, who

ates from the Class of 1965 held Friday, Sept. 12, who mar-

to his country.

These men were honored
at the event by fellowclass-
mates for their service and
received heartfelt applause
and thanks for their time
servmg their country

ried each other, from left: Marvin and Barbara Stewart Jennings, Harry and Alma
Allen Benn, Melvin and Marie Branstetter Korte, and Tom and Eva Perkins Craig.
A total of over 220 years of married life are represented in this picture.

BGHS Class 0f 1969 Holds Reunion

Forty members from the
class of 1965 along with
their guesetes attended their
60th Bowling Green High
School class reunion on Fri-
day, Sept. 12 at St. Clement
Knights of Columbus Hall.

The evening’s theme was
Patriotic & Thankfulness
For Veterans Serving Their
Country Directly Upon
Graduation.

Decorations included red
and black table settings with
beautiful live flowers dec-
orating the center of the
tables. The American flag
along with the four branches
of service flags were dis-
played along with the stand
holder hearing the words
“God Bless American” in
red, white, and blue letter-
ing. The holder ws on loan
and handmade by Harry
Cleve Elder of Frankford.

A veterans’ table dec-
orated with various types of
memorabilia also displayed
the class senior picture of
125 graduates.

An “In Memory Of”
banner graced a table of 37

framed deceased classmates
along with a candle standing
holding lit red and black
candles. During the pro-
gram a list of deceased
classmates were read along
with a momment of silence
to honor their memory and
time shared as classmates.

A welcome Class of 1965
banner and 60-year class re-
union greeted all attending
at the door where photos
were taken for sharing on
the class Facebook page.

Another 1965 class
banner featuring 1965
events was hung on the back
wall where class pictures
from previous reunions
were displayed along with a
big screen TV sharing ad-
ditional pictures with music
from the 60°s.

Committee ~ members
consisting of lead chairman
Marie Branstetter Korte;
and assistants Eva Perkins
Craig, Joyce Edwards,
Carol Gillum Marshall,
Barb Stewart Jennings, and
Ruthie Murray, wife of
classmate Eddie Murray and

Penny Luebrecht, wife of
classmate Gerald Luebrecht
were a huge help in making
the event both beautiful and
successful.

A donation of a $500
scholarship was presented at
the BGHS Alumni Banquet
on Saturday, Sept. 13 to
help further a Bowling
Green scholarship at the end
of the 2026 school year.

The class decided to
meeting yearly at a local
restaurant for visiting the
same Saturday that the
BGHS Alumni Banquet and
Heritage Day are held.

The prime rib served at
the meal was made by
Woods Smoked Meats in
memory of classmate, Ed
Woods and the rest of the
meal was prepared by the
St. Clement Ladies Sodality.

The evening finished
with all former cheer-
leaders, pep squad members
in attendance standing sing-
ing the Bowling Green
School Song, and much vis-
iting followed the program.

Pike To Pike ...

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen
1-217-320-8438
The Milkey's Place Restau-
rant has a Bible Study on Mon-
day evenings at 6:30 p.m., that
is open to all that want to be
there. Doesn't cost anything to

join.

The Pike County Senior Cit-
izens Center at 220 West
Adams Street in Pittsfield will
be holding its fundraiser fish fry
on a week from this Thursday
on Oct. 9, 4:30-6 p.m. The
menu will be your choice of
catfish fillet or buffalo with
three set sides which will in-
clude this month potato salad,
corn casserole, and slaw, plus
your choice of dessert and tea.
Eat-in or carry-out. All ages
welcome. Please call 217-285-
4969.

A week from Saturday, Oct.
11, the Big River Band will be
at the Courtyard Cafe in up-
town Pittsfield with the show
starting at 6 p.m. No admission

charge but a donation will be
taken up for the band. There
will be a 50/50 drawing besides
good music, good food to pur-
chase, and plenty of people to
enjoy the show with. All adults
are welcome to attend.

Friday, Oct. 10, the Buggs'
Family Opry will be having
their show in Pearl with the
show starting at 7 p.m. Doors
open at 6 p.m.

Young at heart senior cit-
izens, are you looking for
something fun to do but not
sure what? Every Tuesday from
noon-3 p.m., at the Admiral
Coontz Armory, 301 Warren
Barrett Drive in Hannibal, there
is a live band called Uptown
Strings that plays with a great
dance floor and plenty of chairs
to sit on and visit with others.

We are still having Single
Seniors + One once a month.
This is for all singles, 55 years
and older, who would enjoy
getting together with others and
enjoy a midday meal with lots
of visiting.Birthdays and anni-
versaries for the week Oct. 1-7:

Oct. 1 - My son and Jacque-
line, Wess, and Reese's Dad Na-
than Davis, Shawn Haughey,
Carol and Bob Barton.

Oct. 2 - Candy Evans, John
Kroeschel, Sue Dell, Tristin
Howard.

Oct. 3 - Dana Lewis, Bev
and Mike Palmer.

Oct. 4 - Mark and Anita
Conkright.

Oct. 5 - Michaella Utsinger,
Tim Brown.

Oct. 6 - Mirranda Brown,

Scott Carnes, Marni and Brian
Bradshaw.

Oct. 7 - John Brown Jr.

Trivia Questions for This
Week:

1. What famous highway is
often referred to as the "Main
Street of America"?

2. What is the shortest verse
in the Bible?

3. Which famous author of
old was raised in Hannibal?

4. Who was the first novelist
to present a typed manuscript to
their publisher?

Friday, Sept. 26, found
Jamie and Wyvetta in Bowling
Green where they visited
around town. They went to the
home of his daughter, son-in-
law, and granddaughter Mary
and Sean Massie and their
daughter Bailey. They stopped
at the home of Jamie's grandson
Jacob Niffen and his children,
Ollie and Oakland. Then they
went to the home of Jamie's
daughter-in-law Tracy Niffen
and visited with her and his
granddaughter Allison. They
also went to Roger Milligan's
barber shop where a person is
always entertained and made to
feel welcome.

Friday, Sept. 26, the Pitts-
field High School Class of 1973
had its class luncheon at Ellie's
Cardinal Inn with eleven in at-
tendance. And they were: Cathy
Bollegar; Carla Terpstra; Cheri
Myers; Debbie Harshman;
Jeanie Hartman; Joe Womble
and Mary Breden; Sharon and
Gary Williams; Teresa Sidwell,
and Theresa Wade.

2026-27 FAFSA Opens Ahead 0f Schedule

The U.S. Department of
Education announced yes-
terday that the 2026-27 Fed-
eral Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) form
is now open, a full week
ahead of the planned release
date of October 1. The Mis-
souri Department of Higher
Education and Workforce
Development (MDHEWD)
encourages students to file
their FAFSA before Feb. 2,
2026 to be considered for
the most financial aid avail-
able.

“The FAFSA is an impor-
tant first step to applying for
grants, scholarships, work-
study, and loans that help
provide Missourians more
affordable access to degrees
or short-term training certif-
icates,” said Dr. Bennett
Boggs, Commissioner of
the Department of Higher
Education and Workforce
Development. “We hope
students across the state will
take advantage of this early
release and will file their
FAFSA as soon as possible
to allow consideration for
the most financial aid op-
portunities.”

Missourians should sub-
mit a FAFSA every year
they plan to attend college.
The FAFSA is the main way
to determine students’ eligi-
bility for most federal and
state financial aid. In Mis-
souri, eligible students who
complete the FAFSA before
Feb. 2 will receive funding
through Access Missouri, a
need-based grant that as-
sisted over 44,000 students
during Fiscal Year 2025.
Last year, the state of Mis-
souri provided $163 million
in financial aid to nearly
66,000 students.
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° BARBECUE °
® Saturday, Oct. 4 e
® 907 W.Home @
Vandalia ¢
Dine-In or Carry-out®
For dinners call ®
e 573-939-8027
PY Dinners °
e Rib or Pork Steak ¢

Slab Ribs $20 ®
Garage Sale Too! °
° Faith
e Tabernacle Cogic o
o Church of God ¢

In Christ °
000000000

° $15 °
® Chicken$14 o
® Choice 2 sides ®
® Potato Salad ®
: Baked Beans ©®
o Cole Slaw :
° Desserts °
e Assorted Cakes ¢
° Cobblers °
® Beverage Included o
® Sandwiches e
® Chicken$5 e
® Rib or Pork Steak ®
[ J $6 Y
°

°

°

To file a 2026-27
FAFSA, students need a stu-
dentaid.gov account (or
login information if they al-
ready have an account/FSA
ID) and 2024 tax infor-
mation. Students will also
need to determine if they are
a dependent or independent
student, and dependent stu-
dents will need to identify
their parent/contributor. No-
table improvements have
been made to the 2026-27
form to help streamline the
process. For example, stu-
dents can now invite their
parent or contributor to
complete their portion of the
FAFSA with a code. Ad-
ditionally, those needing to
create an account on studen-
taid.gov will now receive
confirmation information
immediately, saving stu-
dents and parents as much
as a few days during the
process.

“We encourage all stu-
dents to file a FAFSA, even
if they are still exploring
their post-high school op-
tions,” explained Alison
Notter, MDHEWD Out-
reach Director. “Filing a
FAFSA allows students to
be considered for many
forms of financial aid, such
as Access Missouri, A+
Scholarship Program, and
private scholarships. The
FAFSA is free, typically
takes less than an hour, and
you can list any school you
are considering on the
form.”

MDHEWD will be avail-
able to help at FAFSA
events at Missouri Job
Centers, colleges, and li-
braries across the state to
help Missouri students and
parents file their FAFSA.

Additionally, MDHEWD
will host virtual office hours
to offer one-on-one support
to students and families who
cannot attend an event or
who may need extra help. If
you are interested in one-
on-one help, email journey-
tocollege@dhewd.mo.gov.
To find a public event near
you, review the Public
FAFSA Frenzy events cal-
endar.

For more information
about the FAFSA and help-
ful filing tips, visit the de-
partment’s FAFSA website.
MDHEWD will also post
helpful information and up-
dates on MDHEWD’s so-
cial media pages.

About the Missouri De-
partment of Higher Educa-
tion & Workforce
Development: The depart-
ment works to empower
Missourians with the skills
and education needed for
success. More information
about MDHEWD can be
found at
https://dhewd.mo.gov or by
following MDHEWD’s so-
cial media accounts.

THANK YOU

“The St. Clement Parish Auction was
an incredible success thanks to YOU
our amazing community! We are truly
blessed with such generous support,

and we can’t wait to do it all again next
year. Mark your calendars now Aug. 22,
2026. Thank you again for making this
such a special evening for our Parish” -
St. Clement Dinner Auction Commit-
tee 2025

meals,

munications.

Card Of Thanks

The family of Gail Rutter (Tinsley) wishes
to express our sincere gratitude for the out-
pouring of love, sympathy and support re-
ceived through attendance, cards, flowers,
donations and prayers.
thoughtfulness has been and continues to
be a great source of comfort to us.

A special thank you to friends and family
of Cyrene Baptist Church and A&W Com-

Lyndse R. Green & Family
Megan Brunswig & Family
Mike Rutter & Family

Your
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JoAnn Boman, 85, of
Troy died peacefully Sun-
day, Sept. 22, 2025 at her
home.

Private services will be
held at a later date.

She was born Aug. 20,
1940 in St. Louis to William
and Mildred Middleswart
Paxton. She grew up with
her three siblings, James,
Sandra and Patti Jo. After
her formal schooling, she
joined the workforce and
worked as a teller for United
Credit Union. JoAnn was a
loving and nurturing mother
to her children and cher-
ished each and every one of
them.

She is survived by her
four children, Thomas
“Craig” Boman of St.
Peters, Timothy Boman of
Bowling Green, Michele
Jameson and husband Rick
of Bowling Green, and
Vickie Slack of Troy; three
grandchildren and one
great-grandchild. ~ She is
further survived by her three
siblings, James Paxton of
Apache Junction, Ariz., San-
dra Beasley of Oveda, Fla.,
and Patti Jo McCrea and
husband, Larry of Okla-
homa.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and her
great-grandson, Corey Mi-
chael Jameson.

Memorials may be made
to Make-A-Wish or Ameri-
can Heart Association.

Family and friends are in-
vited to sign our online
guestbook at: www.mccoy-
blossomth.com.

Noel Elsworth Harris laid
down his working tools and
received his heavenly re-
ward on Sept. 21 at 6:43
a.m., peacefully in his home
with his bride of 55 years by
his side.

Services for Noel were at
2 p.m., Saturday at Butler
Funeral Home.

A visitation was from 1-2
p-m., Saturday at the funeral
home.

Graveside services were
at 2 p.m., Sunday at Van-
dalia Cemetery.

Noel was born Oct. 18,
1939, in Paragould, Ark., to
Elmer and Elsie Harris.
Noel had one older sister,
Evelyn Janette Kitchen.

Noel graduated high
school from Hialeah Senior
High School in Florida.
After high school, Noel
worked in the automotive
industry and eventually
owned a Harley Davidson
dealership in St Ann, Mis-
souri. Noel was a 50 year
brother in both the Masons
and the Shriners.

Noel met his wife Linda
in 1968, when she had a
complaint about the service
in her car. Noel and Linda
were joined in marriage in
1970, where they stayed
faithful the remainder of his
life. His wife, children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren were his
greatest accomplishments
and was always bragging
about them every chance he
could.

Noel had many passions
in life. He was an avid
movie fan, a pilot, a car afi-
cionado, and a cowboy.
Noel loved team
penning/team sorting with
his horse Forrest, where he
received many awards. Noel
loved his country, his
family, and John Wayne!

Noel was preceded in
death by his parents and
sister.

Noel is survived by his
wife, Linda, in Bolivar;
cousins, John and Connie
Shasteen of Rogers, Ark.;
sons, Greg Harris of War-
renton, Dean Harris of
Maryland Heights, Aaron
Harris and wife, Janet of St.
Peters, Raymond Harris of
Greenfield; a daughter,
Brenda Glaser and husband,
Bryan of Bolivar; grand-
sons, Lucas Harris, and
Kyle Harris; granddaugh-
ters, Felicia Harris, and
Holly Young and husband,

Jarae; grandsons, Anthony
Harris and wife, Bailey;
Nick Harris; granddaughter
Sydney Harris, granddaugh-
ters, Madison Harris and
Annalee Glaser; great-
granddaughter, Leah Harris;
and great-grandson, Liam
Harris.

There will never be
another husband, father,
PaPa, friend, or cowboy like
Noel.

George David Duvel died
from his earthly life into the
presence of his Lord and
Savior in the early morning
hours of Wednesday, Sept.
24,2025.

Visitation will be Tues-
day (today) from 4-7 p.m.,
at McCoy-Blossom Funeral
Homes & Crematory, 1304
Boone Street, Troy, MO
63379.

Funeral will be Wednes-
day at 11 a.m., at the funeral
home with the Rev. Fred
Barker to officiate. Inter-
ment to follow at Olney
Cemetery.

David was born Jan. 5,
1930 just northwest of
Olney to George Frederick
“Pete” and Sarah Marguer-
ite Duvel. His mother died
from an illness just 17 days
after his birth. David was
raised primarily by his ma-
ternal grandparents, Jona-
than Marshall and Mary
Elizabeth Duncan on their
farm near Olney. He would
live in the Olney community
almost his entire life.

He deeply cared for his
neighbors and friends and
was always ready to help
someone in any way he
could. David attended
Grimmett School and later
Bowling  Green  High
School. The story was often
told of his first few days of
school and how the school-
house door had to remain
locked to prevent him from
running out the door and
down the road toward home.
The teacher would send his
cousin, Ruben Edwards, to
chase him down and bring
him back to school.

From a young age, David
enjoyed farm life. As a
child, he followed his
Granddad Duncan as they
walked behind the plow
pulled by horses. When he
wasn’t following his Grand-
dad, he was planting his
own crops out behind the
house with his toy trucks
and tractors. He put many
miles on those toys. He was
active in 4-H, played on var-
ious community softball
teams and he enjoyed cars.

He enjoyed bowling, ice
skating, gospel music and
horse shoes. David’s grand-
parents instilled in him the
importance of faith in God
in his life and he became a
member of Olney Baptist
Church. David used his ser-
vant heart to fill many roles
in his church over the years.

He was an active Deacon
for over 60 years. He re-
mained an active member
until in his 90’s. He retired
from the role of janitor at the
age of 90 only at his chil-
dren’s insistence. He faith-
fully served the church
throughout his life, often
taking care of the little
things behind the scenes.

In the summer of 1948,
David met the love of his
life, Patty Colbert. He used
his car to catch her attention
driving past her and her
friends several times one af-
ternoon and eventually se-
cured a date. They were
married June 5, 1949.

Anyone who knew him
well knew of his immeasur-
able love and respect for his
wife. One of his greatest de-
sires was to always take care
of her. They were blessed to
share 75 years together.
They had three children,
Ronald Eugene, Jonathan
David, and Wanda Louise.

Together they would buy
their own farm and work
side by side in the fields or
caring for the hogs. They
were truly life partners in all
they did. When they moved
off the farm and into Olney,
David worked for neighbor,
Roger Mudd, helping crop

farm for a few years.

He then began helping
his son, Johnny, build cus-
tom trailers and remained
with him until the shop
closed. He would later sit
with Johnny each day
throughout his illness. In his
later years he also loved to
mow grass. He would often
find an excuse to mow. It
was the closest thing to driv-
ing a tractor in the field he
could do.

David is survived by a
son, Ron Duvel of New-
burg; one daughter, Wanda
Duvel of Troy; daughter-in-
law, Margie Duvel of Silex;
grandson, Jeremy Duvel and
wife, Hollie of Troy; grand-
son, Jeff Duvel and wife,
Heather of Newburg; grand-
daughter, Kelly Hanner and
husband, Jason of Dardenne
Prairie; great-grandchildren,
Laney Duvel, Kenzie Duvel,
JT Duvel, Presley Hanner,
Monroe Hanner, and Gracie
Duvel; one brother, Tom
Duvel; and and two sisters-
in-law, Mary Colbert and
Imogene Colbert.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, his wife,
Patty, a son, Johnny, grand-
son, Jason, a sister, Norma
Leshe one daughter-in-law,
Melva Duvel; and brothers-
in-law, Albert Henry Col-
bert, Raymond H. Colbert
Jr., and Michael Wayne Col-
bert.

Pallbearers will be grand-
sons, Jeremy Duvel, Jeff
Duvel and Jason Hanner;
nephews, Steve Colbert and
Dan Colbert; and a cousin,
Rodney Colbert.

David’s legacy to his
family and friends is to fol-
low Christ, to love sacrifi-
cially, forgive often, serve
others whenever you can,
work hard each day, always
be honest and to live a life of
integrity with a gentle, quiet
spirit. And that was the life
he always modeled.

Family and friends may
sign the online guestbook @
www.mccoyblossomfh.com.

Memorials may be made
to Olney Baptist Church or
Alzheimer’s Association.

Wesley nﬂll
Meyers Sr.

Wesley Dean Meyers, Sr.,

died Saturday, Sept.
2025, in Osage Beach.

Graveside services with
military honors were at 1
p.m., Friday at Jordan-Buf-
falo Cemetery near Lou-
isiana. He was born April
25, 1937 in Louisiana to
James and Dorothy Gillert
Meyers.

He was preceded in death
by his grandparents, Henry
and Cecilia Thabey Gillert,
John and Charlotte Meyers,
parents, sister, Roberta J.
Lowe,  brother, Jerry
Meyers, son,John Meyers,
and grandsons, Timothy
Dempsey, Michael Meyers,
and Cris A. Gualberto.

He is survived by a
daughter, Karen and hus-
band, Richard of Bowling
Green; a son, Wesley D
Meyers II of Midland, N.C.;
and a daughter, Lisa Meyers
of Auxvasse; stepson, John
Huff of Jefferson City; and
stepdaughter, Leslie Meyers
of St. Louis. Surviving
grandchildren are, Elizabeth
Blanchard and husband,
Chad of Dubuque, Iowa,
Sarah Waddell and husband,
James of Columbia, Re-
becca Williams and wife,
Shea of Peculiar, Heather
Harness and husband, Alex
of Bowling Green, Bradley
Dempsey and wife, Cassie
of Bowling Green, Kristen
McPike of Wentzville,
Deanna Laird and husband,
Josh of Bowling Green,
Josh and Alex Meyers of
Midland, N.C., Mitchell
Meyers and wife, Jessica of
St. Charles, John Meyers 11
and wife, Vanessa of Ash-
land, and Gina Gualberto of

20,

Ballwin. Great-grandchil-
dren, Xzavion, Izayah,
Zayden and Za’Niyah

Amman, Olivia Harness,
Gabby Pattillo, Aubrey and
Leo Meyers, Emma and Na-
talie Meyers, Jacob, Anna-
bel, and Aaron Blanchard,
Madisyn, Mathew, Mara,
Bennet, Brennah, Grant,
McKenna, Elliot, Quinn,

and Colten Waddell, Kaeden
and Kyndal Williams, Saw-
yer Dempsey, Wyatt Moore,
Emma, Alec and Joanna
Laird; as well as his sister-
in-law, Charlotte Meyers
and husband, Jerry.

Wesley served in the
United States Army as an
under aged youth, then later
joined the United States
Navy, He had degrees in ac-
counting and law enforce-
ment. He was chief of police
in Louisiana for many years.
He loved helping and talk-
ing to people, animals, na-
ture, and being by the water.
He retired to Osage Beach.
He has two remaining
friends/family members of
the heart living there, Ms.
Connie Zellmer and Mr.
Loren “Big Mac” McCor-
mick.

Collier Funeral Home in
Louisiana was in charge of
arrangements.

Online condolences may
be sent at collierfuneral.
com.

/
Marcella M.
Owens

Graveside services for
Marcella M. Owens of Els-
berry, formerly of Paynes-
ville was at 2 p.m., Monday
at Elsberry City Cemetery in
Elsberry. The Rev. Jeff Gor-
don, pastor of the Elsberry
Holiness Church officiated.

Marcella, 96, was born
Aug. 13, 1929 in Elsberry,
the daughter of Raymond E.
and Sarah Edna Admire
Mills. She died Friday, Sept.
26, 2025 at the Elsberry
Health Care Center near
Elsberry. Raised in the Els-
berry community, Marcella
was a 1946 graduate of Els-
berry High School. She was
united in marriage in 1974
in Elsberry to John Henry
Owens, Jr. Marcella was
employed as a cashier/teller
at the Bank of Lincoln
County in Elsberry for 33
years.

Marcella was preceded in
death by her parents, Ray-
mond and Sarah Mills; four
brothers, Glenn Mills, Ralph
Mills, Laverne “Dutch”
Mills, and Ray “Jigs” Mills,
Jr.; three sisters, Ruth Mills,
who died as a child, Oneita
Robinson and Mary Velma
Robinson; one daughter,
Tina Simpson; one step-
daughter-in-law, Judy
Owens; and her husband of
46 years, John Owens, Jr.,
who died Feb. 21, 2020.

Survivors include a son,
Harlan Scherrer of Cuba;
four step-children, Step-
hanie Morris and husband,
Roy of Elsberry, Tammy
Wombles of Shenzhen,
China, John “Johnny” Watts
Owens of Dardenne Prairie,
and William “Billy Wade”
Owens and wife, Donna of
Bowling Green; 18 step-
grandchildren; and several
step-great-grandchildren.
Marcella also leaves her
Elsberry  Health  Care
family; several cousins;
many nieces and nephews;
other relatives; and many
friends.

Memorials may be made
to the Elsberry Holiness
Church, Carter-Ricks Fu-
neral Home, 107 South 5th
Street; Elsberry, MO 63343.

Online condolences may
be made at www.carterricks-
funeralhome.com.

Rhonda Rose Niemeyer
of Bowling Green died
Thursday, Sept. 25, 2025, at
St Luke’s Hospital sur-
rounded by family.

Rhonda was born March
2, 1955, to Victor Martin
and Rose Ann Orf Nie-
meyer.

Rhonda had a lifelong
passion for working with the
public. Her journey began as

the proud owner and entre-
preneur behind the Corner
Deli & Pizza, a beloved
local spot she ran with joy
and dedication. After clos-
ing that chapter, she con-
tinued her commitment to
service by joining Verizon in
Wentzville, where she
brought her trademark
warmth and professionalism
to every interaction.

Her devotion to com-
munity deepened when she
joined the Pike County
Sheriff's Office, contrib-
uting meaningfully to public
safety and support. Rhonda
later transitioned to the Pike
County Recorder's Office,
where she served as deputy
recorder with integrity and
care. She retired from this
role on Oct. 4, 2024, leaving
behind a legacy of kindness,
hard work, and unwavering
public service.

A selfless woman with
the kindest heart, she gave
without hesitation and loved
without limits. To her, no
one was ever a stranger-just
a friend she hadn’t met yet.
Her warmth radiated in
every smile, every hug,
every word of encourage-
ment. Whether it was a
neighbor in need or a pas-
serby with a heavy heart,
she made everyone feel like
they mattered. Her life was
a quiet symphony of com-
passion, and the world is
softer, brighter, and more
loving because she was in it.

Rhonda, deeply devoted
to family, found serenity in
nature’s subtleties-clouds,
hummingbirds, and distant
storms. Unlike others, she
embraced the hum of traffic
as a gentle lullaby, a thythm
that cradled her thoughts
and dreams. She found
peace in mowing her grass -
its hum and scent a quiet
therapy, each row a brush-
stroke on her canvas of
calm.

Rhonda was the kind of
grandmother whose calen-
dar revolved around her

uuﬂ"Wl;

grandkids’ home games and
concerts-rain or shine, she
was there. Her cheers
echoed from the bleachers
and her proud smile lit up
every auditorium. She didn’t
just attend - she celebrated
every note, every score,
every moment.

The night sky awakened
Rhonda’s soul. Wrapped in
a blanket, eyes lifted, she
chased every celestial mo-
ment-meteor showers, satel-
lites, space stations-no
matter the hour, with butter
crackers on her lap.

Rhonda’s life was a gen-
tle blend of earthly peace
and celestial wonder-rooted
in her garden’s quiet blooms
and serenaded by the Car-
penters’ Christmas Portrait
on her cherished deck.

Rhonda’s compassion
didn’t stop with people-she
had a deep love for animals
of all kinds. Whether it was
a stray cat, a wandering dog,
or even a curious raccoon,
she welcomed them all. If an
animal showed up at her
doorstep, it never left hun-
gry. Her kindness knew no
boundaries, and her heart
had room for every creature
that crossed her path.

Rhonda is survived by
three children, Erica Floyd
and husband, Mark of Troy,
Darrell Damron and wife,
Stacy of Bowling Green,
and Jessica Brown and hus-
band, Chad of Troy. Her
grandchildren were the
apple of her eye, Riley Ken-
ney, Carson Brown, Jackson
Damron, and  Cooper
Brown. She is also survived
by her siblings, Eric Nie-
meyer and wife, Vickie of
Bowling Green, Victoria
King and husband, Stan
from Atlanta, Ga., Cathy
Bibb and husband, Jack of
Bowling Green, Kelly Merz
of Wentzville, and Tim Nie-
meyer and wife, Monica of
Bowling Green; along with
numerous nieces, nephews,
and cousins.

See OBITUARIES on page 6
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On Sunday, Oct. 12 Hon-
oring Our Past and Embrac-
ing Our Future, To God be
the Glory.

The rich history and mis-
sion of Jesus Christ con-
tinues, throughout the
generations, as we continue
to gather together in love

m
il

CurryV|IIe Presbyterlan Church
urryvilie Presnyterian Ghurc

Will Gelebrate 150 Years Of Ministry

and mission.

Please, help they cele-
brate this special celebration
of God's Faithfulness. Join
them for worship.

They meet every Sunday
at 10:35 a.m., at 200 East
Main Street in Curryville.
All are welcome.

I"Callaway Livestock Center, inc. 1

Slaughter steers
You are welcome t

watch or buy

Feeder Sale Report For 9-22-2025
1165|Steers, medium & large

Kingdom City, MO
573-642-7486

Please visit our website at
www.callawaylivestock.com
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon

0 come in person or

on the internet
Monday Receipts 2,070 Head
1165|Heifers, Med. & Large

| |
|
& heifers sell first I
| |

Computer Avg. Computer Avg. Top o
11 {300 & Down 460|630 7 [300 & Down | 430 615
65 [300-400 480 [602] 48 [300-400 450 545
1771400-500 [460 |528 | 124 [400-500 405 (470
"205[500-600 [425 1488 293]500-600 |380 (430
m2271600-700 [390[430] 99 [600-700 |355([379m
58 [700-800 |350 j371.75] 81 [700-800 340|352
313]800-900 [355 [365.75] 5 [800-900 (280 [312
[ [
7 Bred Cows - Better [2600 [3350] Others
> |Pairs 3300[3925]
| 150 [Slaughter Cows
____[|High Dressing| 165 [ 175 Bulk | 1451160 | 160
" |Low 110 130 Thin | 70 [100
[
SIaughterBuIIs 190 (214 Thin | 170

& HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOO

18 [Head

Steers & Heifers

Choice 2&3 | 235 [239.50

Mixed Select | 230 [Select| 220

5|
I
I ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS
|

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m;
m We appreciate your husiness both b

[ |
180 -
|

; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.-
uyers & sellers! For more info contact w

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197  Jack Harrison, Owner Myles McWWhorter - 573-263-3759
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482  573-999-7197  Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495
Roger Temmen- 5736804538 Market Report  Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724  573-522-9244  Chag Nickelson - 573-631-1627

™ Claude Niemeyer - 573470-1017 24 hour

Carson Poe -

recording  Keyin Miiken- 417-568-0307 ™
573-550-9133  Craton Blattel - 417-650-768 I

I Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766
I NS D IS § s N
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RELAY
FOR LIFE

Saturday, Oct. 4
Bowling Green City Park

Schedule Of Events
*3:30 p.m. - Survivor Registration

*4 p.m. - ity Park Opening Ceremonies
Invocation Don Amelung, Karen Daffron, Flag Ceremony - VFW,
Pledge of Allegiance Rachel Craig, America The Beautiful

4:15 p.m. - Matt Chance - Survivor Speaking

4:30 p.m. - Survivor Walk - Tracey Calvin - Grand Marshal
4:30-6:30 p.m. - Vendors, Bounce House, Bingo,

Silent Auction, Gake Walk (wiil resume after reading luminareas)
4:4%5 p.m. - Charla Prior & Patti Gilhert

9-6:30 p.m. - Face Painting hy Pavilion - Sheri-Lewis-Grote
9 p.m. - White Rose Choir 5:10 p.m. - Teresa Cunningham Family
9:30 p.m. - B.G. Pee-Wee Cheer, La. Pee-Wee Cheer

9:30 p.m. - Last Call For Luminaries

9:39 p.m. - Payton, Raelynn, Ellisynn, Jamie & Liz Rosenburg

6 p.m. - Ethel Drew - Introduce Teams - Committees

6:15 p.m. - Jenna Stratman & Guyetta Sumowski

6:30 p.m. - Face Painting Ends

6:30 p.m. - Luminaria Ceremony - Gary Orf, soloist

8 p.m. - Teams Turn in Money 8:30 p.m. - Thank Yous, Team Totals
9 p.m. - Amy Deters & Don Amelung - Benediction/Final Thoughts

_. Y Brown's > People’s
'I'o vo“ bounty eall Tire & Auto Bank &

- -
By These Fine s i O SewingGraen
1 Healthcare Place Bowling Green oLz aeer
s Il 0 n s 0 rs 4 Bowling Green . 913-410-8170 4 324-2525

Hosnital 1101 Bus. Hwy. 61 . 201 W. Church St.
osn 3 Bowling Green 16637 Pike 318 116 N. Court

Bowling Green Boginsitea Tz @
H \ \ _710. ~ Bowling Green
320-5762 320.6208 513-119-9108

> > Dawson ¥ Scherder y Bowling
Insurance Collision Realty Green
Agency Center 1214 E. Lumber Insurance

Champ Clark Dr.
1500 Bus. Hwy. 54 W. 1212 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. Suite E 700 W. Champ

Bowling Green Bowling Green i g (v Clark Dr. 124 W. Main

5 . Bowling Green
. 324-3500 . 320-2422 ) 320-5263 \ p 3202321
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GARAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE - Sat-
urday, Oct. 4 - 8:00 a.m. to
? at 1009 Georgia St., Lou-
isiana. Some tools, motor-
cycle helmets, exercise
bike, dishes, Christmas
decor, bedding, furniture,
misc. kitchen, lots of
women’s 2X clothing,
shoes, and lots more. Hart
and Slominsky.

YARD SALE - 416 N.
6th St., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Priced to go.

MOBILE HOMES

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2
bath. FINANCING. Call
for info 573-249-3333,
marktwainmobile-
homes. com. (tf)

IBUY ..... used mo-
bile homes. Call or text
573-338-6250 or email
GregS.CDH@outlook.c
om. (tf)

SELF-STORAGE - In
Vandalia. Units in 3
sizes - 10x20, 10x10,
and 8x10. L&S Storage,
573-248-4563. (tf)

OBITUARIES

Continued from page 4

Rhonda is preceded in death
by her parents, Victor and Rose
Ann Orf Niemeyer.

Services will be held at St
Clement Catholic Church on
Saturday.

Visitation will be from 9-11
a.m., with services immediately
following.

Pallbearers will be Darrell
Damron, Jackson Damron,
Ethan Niemeyer, Evan Merz,
Austin Merz, Carson Brown,
Cooper Brown, and Tim Nie-
meyer. Honorary pallbearers
will be Scott King, Seth King,
Spencer King, Chad Brown,
Mark Floyd, and Matthew Nie-
meyer.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to St. Louis Stray
Rescue to support her lifelong
love of animals, or to the Endo-
metrial Cancer Research Foun-
dation to advance awareness,
early detection, and treatment
options for others facing this
disease.

Our Mom's favorite old
wives’ tale is about the frogs
peeping through the ice three
times before spring makes its
arrival. When the ice begins to
thaw and the frogs start their
chorus, we’ll listen a little
closer and we’ll think of
Rhonda. Of her joy, her
warmth, and the way she
marked the world’s quiet tran-
sitions with such grace. Spring
will always carry her echo.
Think of her this spring when
you first hear those frogs.

FOR RENT

MODERN MATUR-
ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion,
shower, birthday. Call
Art Wiser, 594-3224. (tf)

FOR SALE

MO FIREARMS CO.
Retirement Sale 573-
470-9111. (x6-47)

CLEARANCE SALE -
Eureka vacuum clean-
ers. Vandalia Firestone,
Appliance & Furniture,
573-594-6624.

THREE used dryers.
Call for price. Vandalia
Firestone, Appliance &
Furniture, 573-594-
6624.

REFURNISHED
COMPUTERS, parts,
accessories. Call Geeky
Hillbilly Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf)

GOOD used tires,
passenger & light truck,
$15 & up. Vandalia Fire-
stone & Appliance, 594-
6624.

METAL ROOFING.
Wagler Metals: 21764

Pike 409, Bowling
Green. (tf)
HYDRAULIC rock

clearing rake, $1,500.
636-697-8499. (tf)

NO HUNTING

NO HUNTING OR
TRESPASSING, Murry
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible
for injuries or accidents.

NO TRESPASSING OR
HUNTING on the property
of Cherlyn Boots. Violators
will be prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents on
property.

We Buy
Salvage Cars &
Farm Equipment
Will Pick Up

The Pike County Commission is

All classified ads are payable in advance. 40-cents per word, $4 minimum. Deadline: Monday at 11A.M.

NO HUNTING

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - Out-
side hgouse cleaning,
soffitts, driveways,
decks, patios, fence
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf)

SERVICES

RICK’S LAWN
EQUIPMENT & GOLF
CARTS - Sales, service,
and parts. Used golf
cars and mowers. Hwy.
54 West, Louisiana, MO
63353, 573-754-5055.

GEEKY  HILLBILLY
COMPUTER  SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & recycling,
573-324-7176, 573-567-
6164. (tf)

NAME DOILIES -
Hand crocheted by Ann
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-
3654 annahcx@gmail.
com.

B&J SEPTIC PUMP-
ING - Commercial or
residential, septic pump-
ing & repair, sewer au-
gering & repair, grease
trap pumping and porta
potty rentals. Butch
Menne, 573-384-5536.

SERVICES

BROWN'S SEPTIC
PUMPING - Commercial or
residential, portable toilet
rental, job sites, special
events, auctions. Brown’s
Septic  Pumping, 206
Brown Lane, Louisiana,
754-5812.

CALL 324-6111
TO PLACE

YOUR ADS

Continued from page 4
a controlled substance
(methamphetamine) and the
Class E felony of possession
of drug paraphernalia.

The Honorable Judge
Milan Berry has set bond for
both Bryant and Marshall at
$50,000 cash only. Both are
currently housed at the Pike
County Jail.

The Louisiana Police De-
partment emphasizes that
this successful operation is
part of a broader, proactive
approach to narcotics en-
forcement. This residence
will not be the last location
targeted, as efforts to iden-
tify, investigate, and disrupt
drug activity in the com-
munity are ongoing.

All named individuals
are presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.

now accepting bids to resurface the
Courthouse and Sheriff’'s Depart-
ment parking lots. Deadline for sub-
mitting bids is Oct. 16 at 10 a.m., at
the Pike County Clerk’s Office.

i

16/17 MPG.

Stock 1'51' - 5024 Ford Bronco
Badlands, Exterior Color Carbonized
Gray Metallic, Interior Color, Black Onyx,

Poage Ford
573-324-5130

1110 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. » Bowling Green, MO

Shop 24 hours at
www.poageford.com

ACCEPTING BIDS

The Bowling Green R-I School District
is requesting bids for Snow Removal for
the 2025-26 school year. The bid re-
quirements can be picked up at the Su-
perintendent’s Office, 700 W Adams,
Bowling Green, MO 63334, phone 573-
324-5441. Deadline for sealed bids is
no later than 1 p.m., on Friday, Oct.17,
2025.

HELP WANTED

The Bowling Green Police Department
is taking applications for the position of]
part-time communications/records clerk.
The job requires answering incoming tele-
phone calls, handling walk-in traffic,
records keeping, and other duties as
needed.

The position requires a candidate to be
able to multi-task, have good verbal and
written communication skills, be depend-
able and have the ability to exercise log-
ical judgment. The position requires
working a 30-hour week, Monday-Friday.
Training will be provided.

Applications are available at Bowling
Green City Hall, Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., and will be ac-
cepted through Friday, October 10, or until
the position is filled. No phone calls please

The City of Bowling Green reserves the
right to accept or reject any or all applica-
tions. The City of Bowling Green is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

$91,031

~
)
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PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO
WORK FOR YOU

0t Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Servies

Gary Motley
CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507

“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,
drain cleaning & service work”

//a PETE NASIR
@ 2 UDIO SERVICES

573-473-2273
pnasirl955@gmail.com

Yard Sale »

v

VANDALIA, MO«

R 4

Saturday Oct 4

JITarcET
Q‘I‘NDUWS & DOORS

Local Manufacturer
Accepting Applications
800 W. State St.
Vandalia, MO 63382

Open Interviews on Thursdays
8:00 a.m. — Noon

Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Health & Life Insurance / 401K
Paid Holidays / Paid Vacation

EOE

ON E STOP to handle your insurance...

auto, home, life, farm, business

SHELTER

INSURANCE

We're your Shield.
We're your Shelter.

Shelterlnsurance.co

Brent Branstetter
740 S Bus Hwy 61, Ste A
Bowling Green
573-324-2446
BBranstetter@Shelterlnsurance.com

| Ashley Jenkins

3404 Georgia St.
Louisiana

573-754-3453

Tlenkins@Shelterinsurance.com

Frank Wallace

610 W Hwy 54

Vandalia

573-594-2235
FEWallace@Shelterinsurance.com
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We’te committed to bringing you the stores
that matter most because this is our home, too.

' y; High School Sports - Game highlights, athlete spotlights,
WA and the stories behind the scores.

Community News - Local events, businesses, and the
people making a difference.

) Local News - Accurate, unbiased reporting on the 1ssues
W2 that mpact you.

Support the Area’s Only Locally Owned & Operat ted Ncwspaper], A

A 1O oo O e e s, 19 T
N FoR PHE, EASTERN AUDRAN & NORTHERN LivGoLN CouNTes % Y

Reag 0n11§1e at www.thepeoplestribune.com o'r( Jollow us‘on’your favorite social media
ﬁ;}' | .\ / !
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Community News
Vandalia Prairie Days Photo Highlights

i

¥ Ty

.............

- i’

Dean er of Vndalia proudly drove his Internationa tractor in the 2025 Van- The Auxiliary to VFW Post 2173 members rode in the 2025 Prairie Days parade
dalia Prairie Days parade on Saturday, Sept. 27. on Saturday, Sept. 27.

N

=5

. By i, Leon Shaw of Vandalia drove Ruby Leigh in the
\ 3 \ urday, Sept. 27 in his Ford F-150 pickup.

LaFemme Ladies Club member Ann Kohl is pictured serving pie to Ruth Miller
of Vandalia on Saturday, Sept. 27 at Vandalia Prairie Days. _
>/ Pike County
Home Health & Hospice

Caring for our Communities since 1969

573-324-2111
www.pikecountyhealth.org

Drawl STL took the

stage on Saturday, Sept. ' *

27 at the 2025 Vandalia ﬁ a’ '
Prairie Days. Their high

intensity country music r ALL

style finished out the —y

L, I‘l.,_ h * '

Saturday, October 11, 2025 FULL TIME
DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 PM GAMES START AT 6:30 PM Flexible Schedule
50/50 620 Amazing Benefits
Drawing 20

Auction

Games

We are seeking to

Kort clqete_r shows immediately hire a
ngr’;’gepg,{lr /‘(S)Z‘;ui’(‘]ae in the ALL BINGOS WIN ! Home Health & Hospice
P L. No One Under 12 Allowed RN Case Manager!

We Buy
Hot Dogs, Loaded Nachos,
Salvage Cars & * Homemade Desserts, Soda, Water

Scan to learn more
& apply online!

Farm Equipment
Will Pick Up

Ben’s

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH

ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY

FUND RAISER
VANDALIA, MO

— Pike County Health Department
Home Heatth & Hospice
P PikeCountysealth oy 573-324-2111

82025
Your one stop for

comprehensive | IOMETOWN BANKING
g, CncerGare | RY FROM HOME
Memorial Hospital PCMH is proud to announce the J

opening of our new Oncology Center
led by a team of expert cancer

Auto Salvage

Whether it's basketball games, family vacations or work
commutes, making it to the bank isn't always possible,

specialists. But, thanks fo Peoples Bank Mobile Banking, the tools
T —— available for banking on the go are all available from the
@ Breast Cancer palm Ofyour hand. . L_:K_:
@ Gastrointestinal Cancers ‘
— ‘ ® Genitourinary Cancers ACCOUNTS
- | @ Head and Neck Cancers P
= ® Lung Cancer TRANSFERS
!' _ ® Palliative Cancer Care , "
T —— PEOPLES BANK & TRUST _ BILL PAY
\ ® Women’s Cancers www.pbtc.net &1 3 () [}
- ® Geriatric Oncology ‘ MOB"'E
R 106 S. Business Huy. 61 - Bowling Green 324-2525 CHECK DEPOSIT
Stephen Schleicher, MD | Services at the t:ente.r include 101 S. Third Street - Louisiana 754-5517 ,
chemotherapy, infusion therapy, - TEXT BANKING

e Vanderbilt School of Medicine advanced diagnostiCS, and

* Fellowship at Memorial Sloan  personalized treatment plans. Download our free

Kettering Mobile Banking App today! CUSTOMER
For more information, to schedue an e SUPPORT

: OFws )
il 1) el Selioey appointment, or to refer a patient, Fﬁ:\;“ \EWONI, | ? &
e Board Certified Medical call 573-560-5566 i % PP 210Te g P> $:0031€ D13 Jickérmee

Oncologist

pcmh-mo.org Fﬁfﬁ m@“
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