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The Vandalia Historical 
Museum held a dedication 
to the new mural at the cor-
ner of Hwy. 54 and Main 
Street. 

The following  history 
was compiled by Vicki 
Wright and read by John 
Wallace. 

On behalf of the Vandalia 
Area Historical Society, I 
have been asked to welcome 
you today, as we proudly 
dedicate to the people of our 

community - -- Vandalia's 
newest asset - - this amazing 
mural titled "Our Land, Our 
Labor, Our Liberty. 

Three years ago, we 
began preparing for Van-
dalia's Sesquicentennial that 
took place in 2024. At that 
time we wanted to give Van-
dalia a lasting memorial to 
remember the occasion. 
After much thought, it was 
decided to have a mural 
painted to depict the 150 
year history of Vandalia. In 
September 2024, the won-
derful first class mural ('150 
Year Journey through Pro-
gress) was completed on the 
Windstream building lo-

cated at the intersection of 
Jefferson and State Street. 
Those attending the Prairie 
Day festivities and celebrat-
ing Vandalia's birthday were 
the first to enjoy this tribute 
to Vandalia. 

Due to the generosity of 
the Rual R. Morris Founda-
tion, Allen P. and Josephine 
B. Green Charitable Foun-
dation and Nina and Basil 
Leach Charitable Founda-
tion and with the incredible 

number of individual dona-
tions to the 150 plaque fund-
raiser, we had enough 
money for two murals. So 
here we are today to thank 
each of you and to dedicate 
mural number two. 

We would like to thank 
Mike and Mark Carmen and 
their families for their sup-
port by allowing the mural 
to be placed on their build-
ing here at Highway 54 and 
Main Street. At this unique 
location, not only do the res-
idents of Vandalia, but all 
those traveling through our 
town, will be able to enjoy 
this work of art. 

Equally important is the 

depiction of the mule - an 
animal vital to our farming 
history, Missouri and 
throughout the world. Some 
say Missouri is the "Mule 
Capital of the World" but 
that is a disputed title. Ten-
nessee also claims this title 
and in most cases Missouri 
bows to them. The mule was 
honored by becoming Mis-
souri's state animal -- one of 
the pictures on the table 
shows Harry Truman, 33rd 

President of the United 
States and from Missouri, 
with a Chipman and Kohl 
mule. Gene Chipman from 
Perry and Richard Kohl 
from Vandalia were well 
known throughout the states 
for the mules they raised 
and sold. You are invited to 
take a close look at the 
mural and see the fun names 
Sheri has given them. 

The mural also honors 
Vandalia's bustling Main 
Street in the 1890's when 
wooden sidewalks line the 
streets. It was the site of 
farmers bringing their agri-
cultural products to sell or 
trade, a place to buy the ar-

Mural Dedication Kicks Off  
Prairie Days In Vandalia 

Following is the first part 
in a story series by contrib-
uting writer Brent Engel. 

Letters written by two 
Civil War militia leaders 
were building blocks for a 
peaceful compromise that 
created The Kingdom of 
Callaway. 

Prospects weren’t prom-
ising at the start, however. 
Militias under Union Gen. 
John Brooks Henderson of 
Louisiana and Confederate 
sympathizer Jefferson 
Franklin Jones of Fulton 
were staring each other 
down in October 1861. 

Henderson marched his 
troops from Louisiana to 
Wellsville while Jones 
drilled his men near what 
became Kingdom City. 

Any enthusiasm for bat-
tle was more about arro-
gance than ability. The 
reality was both sides were 
inexperienced. 

Henderson’s friend 
David Patterson Dyer called 
the Union men a “motley 
crowd of soldiers” who had 
inadequate firearms. Simi-
larly, Callaway historian 
Bob Suggett said Jones’ 
men had no uniforms and 
brought from home little 
more than muzzleloaders 
and squirrel rifles. 

The two commanders 
made up for the lack of 
supplies with a wealth of 
words. An exchange of 
letters heightened the antici-
pation of battle, even though 
Henderson and Jones hoped 
to avoid it. 

The first verbal volley 
was fired by the Callaway 
commander, who accused 
Henderson’s men of illegal 
acts and urged the withdra-
wal of Union soldiers. 

“Your presence on our 
border, your arrest of our 
citizens and your searchings 
of private dwellings have 
produced here the uprising 
of our people,” Jones wrote. 

Henderson replied that 
his men had not violated 
anyone’s constitutional 
rights, and said the real 
problem was Southern sym-
pathizers who were preying 
upon Union supporters. 

 “No man has ever been 
arrested by one of my com-
mand who could claim im-
munity from arrest at the 
hands of a good govern-
ment,” Henderson said. 
“What is fact? No man has 
yet been punished by the 
government, however 
guilty.” 

Henderson reinforced his 
response by saying he was 
determined to obey the Con-
stitution, especially the 
Fourth Amendment’s pro-
vision banning unreason-
able searches and seizures. 

“Although I shall not re-
frain from entering a dwell-
ing in search of one who has 
taken up arms against the 
government, no dwelling 
shall be entered unless proof 
is clear,” he said. 

Jones maintained that his 
men were only defending 
their families and proper-
ties, and were “not assem-
bled in the interest of the 

Southern Confederacy.” He 
demanded to know the pur-
pose of Henderson’s mis-
sion to the region. 

“Without intending to be 
harsh…you have no right to 
know,” Henderson replied. 
“I now, sir, advise you and 
those under your command 
to return to your respective 
homes and abandon what at 
least seems to be an effort to 
sustain this rebellion against 
the government.” 

Henderson promised that 
“perfect security will be ac-
corded” to all who stood 
down, but those who “re-
main under arms…must 
abide the consequences.” 

“No man has been, or 
will be, arrested who will 
stay at home and attend to 
his business, giving neither 
aid nor comfort to the rebel-
lion,” Henderson said. 

Jones sent a response in 
which he said that the “as-
surances of protection of 
life, liberty and the quiet 
tranquility of home” were 
appreciated and that “you 
will suffer no disquietude to 
those under me who peace-
ably return to their homes.” 

The truce was meant to 
settle things. If only it were 
that simple. 

Next time: A fateful turn.

Early Lapse Keys  
Henderson’s Finest Moment

To clarify a misconception of many, the Vandalia Area Historical Society fully 
funded the two murals in Vandalia, the new mural depicts clearly whose vision 
and funding the tremendous assets these murals are to the downtown area.

Artist Sheri Lewis-Grote is pictured speaking at dedication ceremonies on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27 to kick off the annual Prairie Days in Vandalia. 

Trib photos by Nancy Case
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October History Nuggets
BY BRENT ENGEL 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
A RING OR A SWING 

The Mexico Intelligencer 
reported in October 1885 that 
a man named House boasted 
he had been “criminally inti-
mate” with a young Clarks-
ville woman. Men of the town 
promptly cornered the loud-
mouthed Lothario and said he 
would either have to marry 
her or hang. A justice of the 
peace performed the late-
night ceremony. “Next day, 
House left for parts un-
known,” the paper said. 

VOTE FOR…HICCUP 
When a suggestion was 

made in October 1887 to offer 
voters free lunches as a way to 
boost election turnout, the 
Clarksville Sentinel sarcasti-
cally went a step farther: 
“How about free whiskey, in-
vesting the polls with fraud 
and scandal from the remotest 
period in the history of our 
government!” 

BOOZE & BALANCES 
After Louisiana voters ap-

proved a tax hike to finance 
street lights in October 1915, 
the Press-Journal still couldn’t 
make sense of city finances. 
“Louisiana has eight saloons 
that pay a revenue of nearly 
$10,000 ($312,000 today) and 
yet the general revenue fund 
is overdrawn $8,000 
($250,000 now).” 

GRACIOUSLY DISTRACTED 
School was going as well 

as could be expected in 
Frankford during the first 
months of the 1895-96 year. 
“We think we have good pu-
pils – none really mean, 
though some are forgetful,” 
noted an administrator’s re-
port in the Frankford Chron-
icle. 

HISS OF  DEATH 
The Bowling Green Times 

reported in October 1895 that 
Mary Hoag was bitten by a 
copperhead. Antidote was not 
available, so her parents “re-

sorted to the old remedy of 
splitting a live chicken open 
and binding it to the wound,” 
the paper noted. The grisly act 
was repeated four times. The 
venom-filled remains were 
thrown into the yard, where 
other chickens pecked at 
them. Soon, the farm was lit-
tered with dead birds, but 
Mary recovered. 

ANOTHER BITING PUN 
Commenting on the 

176,390 gallons of apple cider 
shipped by local orchards the 
previous year, the Louisiana 
Press-Journal in October 1905 
said “Old Pike certainly has 
great things inside her.” 

 
BEET THIS 

The Frankford Chronicle 
praised John Ford in October 
1885. He brought to the news-
paper office a beet that was 38 
inches long and weighed al-
most 20 pounds. “Who can 
beat this beet?” the paper 
asked. 

Commission Awards Contracts For 
Projects In Northeast District

During its regular meet-
ing on October 1, the Mis-
souri Highways and 
Transportation Commission 
awarded the following con-
tracts for bridge washing, 
bridge replacements, resur-
facing and seal coat projects 
in the Northeast District.  

 
A $194,500 contract was 

awarded to AAD Contract-
ing, Inc. for a bridge wash-
ing project on Interstate 72 
in Marion County, on the 
Mark Twain Memorial 
Bridge over the Mississippi 
River at Hannibal 

A $2.2M contract was 
awarded to Bleigh Con-
struction Company for 
bridge replacement projects 
in Pike County at the fol-
lowing locations: 

Route B - over Peno 
Creek, 0.4 mile east of U.S. 
Route 61, near Frankford 

Route W - over Little 

Ramsey Creek, 0.5 mile 
north of Route H, in Pay-
nesville 

A $770,491 contract was 
awarded to Magruder Pav-
ing, LLC for resurfacing 
projects in Macon County at 
the following locations: 

Route YY - from U.S. 
Route 63 to the end of state 
maintenance near Cox 

Route D - from U.S. 
Route 63 to Missouri Route 
156 in La Plata 

A $738,337 contract was 
awarded to W. L. Miller 
Company for seal coat proj-
ects in Marion and Ralls 
counties at the following lo-
cations: 

Route A - from Missouri 
Route 6, near Maywood to 
Missouri Route 168 

Route H - from U.S. 
Route 36, near Rensselaer 
in Marion County, to Mis-
souri Route 19 at Center in 
Ralls County 

Additional information, 
regarding timelines and traf-
fic impacts will be released 
prior to the start of construc-
tion. 

 
For more information on 

this and other projects in 
your area, please contact 
MoDOT’s Customer Center 
toll-free at 1-888-ASK 
MODOT (275-6636). Work 
with us in the work zone! 
Please remember to obey all 
work zone signs and person-
nel.  

 
With an increased 

number of highway work 
zones in Missouri, we urge 
all drivers to pay attention 
every second while driving, 
especially through a work 
zone. Be informed of your 
route by checking the 
MoDOT Traveler Infor-
mation Map before you 
travel.

No-Hunger Holiday In Full Swing
 Doug Korte, a member 

of the St. Clement Knights 
of Columbus, has released 
information about a pro-
gram they are undertaking 
for the 13th year in the com-
munity – called the No-
Hunger Holiday.   

Some 30 plus years ago, 
a gentleman from Harvester, 
decided he would help a few 
families in need in his local 
church, and purchase a 
complete Thanksgiving day 
meal for them. The next 
year he did a few more, then 
more… so he brought it to 
his local Knights of Colum-
bus council, and they de-
cided to expand the program 
to feed as many of the area 
hungry as they could.   

It’s grown every year 
since, and this year they’re 
planning to provide over 
4,000 meals to the needy in 
St. Charles County. Over 
the years, they have learned 
what works, and have 
shared their ideas and ex-
periences with other Coun-
cils, that’s how it came to 
St. Clement/Pike County.    

They started small the 
first year, with 25 families, 
increasing the number every 
year, arriving at a goal 
number of 200 families the 
past eight years.   

To be clear – they are not 
cooking, or serving a meal – 
the group is providing 
frozen and canned food for 
families to prepare a com-
plete traditional Thanksgiv-

ing meal for themselves - 
turkey, dressing, potatoes, 
corn, beans, rolls, butter – 
right down to the cranberry 
sauce, and pie.   

Each box of food is sized 
for the number of family 
members to be fed. When 
they started, the Council 
covered the meals with do-
nations from St. Clement.  
However, as they tried to 

cover more of the need in 
the community, they ex-
panded to include the entire 
Bowling Green Community 
- and got a tremendous re-
sponse.   

Over 30 churches and or-
ganizations contribute food 
and money, as well as youth 
organizations like 4-H, 
Bowling Green FFA, and 
Farm Bureau Young 

See MURAL on page 8

LHS Homecoming Royalty 
Louisiana High School held its annual homecoming 

on Friday, Oct. 3. Pictured are king Garrett Santiago 
and queen, Gwen Reed. 

Trib photo by Kimberly Chandler

See HUNGER on page 6



Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025 • Page 2THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

Community News
MDC Stresses Safety For  

Non-Hunters During Hunting Seasons
With deer and turkey 

hunting underway in Mis-
souri, the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) reminds non-
hunters to practice safety 
measures when afield dur-
ing hunting seasons.   

“Safety while hunting is 
ultimately the responsibility 
of the hunter,” said MDC 
Hunter Education Coordi-
nator Justin McGuire. 
“Hunters must clearly iden-
tify their targeted game ani-
mals before even putting 
their fingers on the triggers 
of their firearms or before 
drawing their bows when 
archery hunting. They must 
also be aware of what is be-
hind their targets and should 
never shoot at movement or 
sound.” 

McGuire added that non-
hunters out in hunting areas 
can also practice some 
safety measures. He and 
MDC offer these safety tips 
for non-hunters: 

Wear bright clothing to 
be more visible, such as a 
bright orange hat, jacket, or 
pack. 

Place a bright orange vest 

or bandana on the canines 
who join you and keep them 
leashed. 

Avoid earth-toned or ani-
mal-colored clothing such 
as tan and brown. 

Be aware that hunters are 
often most active during the 
early morning and late after-
noon, when game animals 
are most active. Be espe-
cially aware of your own 
visibility during these times 
when light is dim. 

Stay on designated trails. 
Trails are designed to im-
prove the safety of public 
users and to protect sensi-
tive habitats. Enjoying rec-
reational activities only on 
designated trails will reduce 
the likelihood of entering 
hunting areas. 

Whenever venturing into 
the outdoors, let someone 
know where you are going 
and when to expect your re-
turn. 

Make yourself known. If 
you hear shooting, raise 
your voice , and let hunters 
know you are in the area. 

Be courteous. Once a 
hunter is aware of your 
presence, don’t make un-

necessary noise to disturb 
wildlife. Avoid conflict. 

Identify hunting seasons 
and lands open to hunting. 
Learn where and when 
hunting is taking place. Plan 
your recreation activities 
based on this information. 
Find information on Mis-
souri hunting seasons at 
mo.gov/hunting-trapping. 

Find conservation areas 
that allow hunting and those 
that do not by using the 
MDC Places to Go web fea-
ture at mo.gov/discover-na-
ture/places. 

Archery deer and turkey 
hunting runs through Nov. 
14 and opens again Nov. 26 
through Jan. 15, 2026. Fire-
arms turkey hunting is open 
Oct. 1-31. Firearms deer 
hunting opens with the early 
antlerless portion Oct. 10-12 
followed by several other 
portions through Jan. 6, 
2026.  

 
Learn more about deer 

and turkey hunting online at 
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trap-
ping/species/deer and 
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trap-
ping/species/turkey.

Missouri Farmers Care Accepting  
Applications For Drive To Feed Kids Grant

Missouri Farmers Care 
(MFC) is now accepting ap-
plications for the 2026 
Drive to Feed Kids grant 
program. The initiative pro-
vides funding for local proj-
ects aimed at reducing food 
insecurity in communities 
across Missouri. 

The matching grant pro-
gram supports FFA chap-
ters, 4-H clubs, career and 
technical education (CTE) 
organizations, and colle-
giate groups in implement-
ing solutions that address 
hunger at the local level. 
Previous recipients have 
launched backpack food 
programs, enhanced com-
munity pantry resources, or-
ganized meal distribution 

events, hosted canned food 
drives, and a variety of other 
service projects. 

“With one in six Missouri 
children facing food insecu-
rity, hunger touches families 
across Missouri,” said Ash-
ley McCarty, Executive Di-
rector of Missouri Farmers 
Care. “Through the Drive to 
Feed Kids grant, we are able 
to equip young leaders with 
resources to make an imme-
diate impact where it 
matters most – right at 
home.” 

 
Applications are being 

accepted now through Oct. 
15, 2025. Full details and 
the online application are 
available at www.mofarm-

erscare.com/drivemini-
grants. 

 
The Missouri Farmers 

Care Drive to Feed Kids 
presented with ADM and 
Brownfield Ag News, estab-
lished in 2017, has provided 
over 13.7 million meals to 
Missouri families in need 
through partnerships with 
the agriculture community. 
The grant program con-
tinues this mission by in-
vesting directly in 
grassroots efforts that com-
bat hunger statewide.  

 
To find out more about 

the Drive to Feed Kids and 
its supporters, visit mofarm-
erscare.com/drive/.

MDC Reminds People To Be BearWise
With fall here and as 

winter nears, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation 
(MDC) reminds people that 
Missouri’s estimated 1,000+ 
black bears are focused on 
fattening up and can spend 
up to 20 hours a day for-
aging for food. This can 
lead to conflicts between 
bears and people, pets, and 
property. MDC reminds 
Missourians to be Bear-
Wise. 

MDC Furbearer Biolo-
gist Nate Bowersock said it 
is important that people re-
move or secure bear attrac-
tants from their property, 
such as bird feeders, trash, 
barbeque grills, pet food, 
and food waste. 

“Black bears are super-
focused on finding food in 
the fall,” said Bowersock. 
“The quest for calories 
keeps bears active and for-
aging up to 20 hours a day. 
When the eating is good, a 
bear can put on two to three 
pounds a day. By hiberna-
tion time, many bears will 
have added about four 
inches of fat and gained be-
tween 20-50 percent of their 
summer body weight.” 

This annual feeding 
frenzy is called “hyperpha-
gia” and is driven by bears’ 
ticking biological clocks 
counting down to hiberna-
tion, when most bears in 
colder climates retire for the 
winter and live off the fat 
they’re working so hard 
now to accumulate. 

Keeping areas free of 
food attractants and letting 
bears find natural foods is in 
everyone’s best interest. “If 
you see a bear, let the ani-
mal be and enjoy the sight-
ing, but be sure to not offer 
it any food,” he said. 

Bowersock added that in-
tentionally feeding bears 
can be dangerous because it 
makes them comfortable 
around people and can lead 
bears to cause significant 
damage to property while 
searching for food. 

“When bears lose their 

fear of humans, they could 
approach people in search 
of food or may become de-
fensive of the food sources 
they find near people, which 
could lead to conflict,” 
Bowersock said. “When this 
happens, the bear cannot be 
relocated and has to be de-
stroyed. A fed bear is a dead 
bear.” 

MDC offers the follow-
ing tips to avoid attracting 
black bears to possible food 
sources: 

Store garbage, recy-
clables, and compost inside 
secure buildings or in bear-
proof containers. 

Keep grills and smokers 
clean and store them inside. 

Don’t leave pet food out-

Improving Habitats For  
Ring-Neck Pheasants

Missouri landowners can 
take practical steps to im-
prove habitat for ring-
necked pheasants, whose 
populations have declined 
across the Midwest due to 
habitat loss and changing 
land use. 

“Providing the right 
types of habitat for nesting, 
brood-rearing and winter 
cover is essential for pheas-
ant survival and reproduc-
tion,” says Robert Pierce, 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension state wildlife and 
fisheries specialist. 

A new MU Extension 
publication, developed in 
partnership with Missouri 
Pheasants and Quail 
Forever, outlines science-
based strategies to support 
pheasant populations. 
“Ecology and Management 
of Ring-Necked Pheasants 
in Missouri” is available for 
free download at https://ex-
tension.missouri.edu/pub-
lications/g9523. 

“The sight of pheasants 
in grasslands and crop fields 
in northern Missouri is be-
coming less common,” says 
MU Extension horticulture 
specialist Todd Higgins. 
“The decline in the pheasant 
population is not just a Mis-
souri problem. It is a prob-
lem across their range 
throughout the Midwest.” 

 
PHEASANTS RANGE IN 

MISSOURI 
Ring-necked pheasants 

range throughout at least 32 
Missouri counties, mostly 
north of the Missouri River 
and near the Iowa border, 
Pierce says. 

Higgins says there are 
three main reasons for de-
clining populations: 

Intensive row crop pro-
duction with limited grass-

land cover. 
Declining enrollment in 

the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP). 

Rural development re-
placing farmland. 

Will Robinson, senior 
farm bill biologist with Mis-
souri Pheasants and Quail 
Forever, offers these tips: 

IMPLEMENT WILDLIFE - 
FRIENDLY PRACTICES AC-

ROSS THE FARM 
Grassland birds need the 

right types of grasslands for 
cover when nesting and 
raising chicks, especially 
from May to July. Grass-
lands, particularly those 
composed of a mix of native 
warm-season grasses and 
forbs, provide important 
nesting and brood cover. 

Native warm-season 
grasses also are an impor-
tant livestock forage. Pheas-
ants often find nesting and 
brood cover in grazing sys-
tems, hayfields, CRP fields 
or along fencerows and 
ditch banks. 

Grasslands intermixed 
with grain crops such as 
corn, soybeans, milo, winter 
wheat and cover crops pro-
vide excellent nesting, 
brood-cover and food 
sources. Avoid using tall 
fescue over large areas, as 
this sod-forming grass pro-
vides poor wildlife habitat. 
Research suggests that set-
aside programs like CRP 
improve habitat for pheas-
ants. Female pheasants use 
CRP grasslands for nesting 
and brood habitat. 

Work with neighboring 
landowners to expand these 
habitats over larger areas. 
MINIMIZE HERBICIDE US 

IN FIELD BORDERS 
Avoid chemical control 

of weeds in field borders 
and along fence lines. This 

early successional habitat 
provides food sources for 
pheasants as well as areas 
for nesting, brood rearing 
and escape cover. 
MAINTAIN FENCEROWS & 

FIELD BORDERS 
Where practical, leave 

natural vegetation along 
fences and field edges. 
Fence lines often are com-
posed of grasses, forbs and 
shrubs, which provide cover 
beneficial for pheasants and 
a variety of other wildlife. 
Shrub thickets offer excel-
lent habitats for pheasants 
and are used throughout the 
year. 

REFRAIN FROM  
RECREATIONAL MOVING & 

CLEAN LESS 
Delay mowing roadsides, 

ditch banks and field edges 
until after mid-July if pos-
sible. The cover provided is 
important for nesting. Clean 
fencerows give the farm a 
neat appearance, but letting 
vegetation grow along these 
field edges provides escape 
cover and food for many 
wildlife species. 

Instead, increase plant di-
versity and improve wildlife 
habitat in field borders by 
disking the soil, using pre-
scribe fire to promote the 
growth of native warm-sea-
son grasses and forbs, and 
thinning or harvesting 
timber in woodlands. 

Delay mechanical clip-
ping or grazing of cool-sea-
son grass until after Aug. 1. 

 
MORE INFORMATION 
Ecology and Manage-

ment of Ring-Necked 
Pheasants in Missouri, MU 
Extension publication. 

Pheasant, Missouri De-
partment of Conservation. 

Missouri Pheasants and 
Quail Forever.

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

Put Our  
Classifieds To Work 

For You

Call 324-6111 
To Place Your Ads
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Pike To Pike . . .

 
By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 

1-217-320-8438  
Please continue to watch for the 

dates that the Big River Band will 
be playing because of conflicting 
activities and holidays, the dates 
will be changing at different times. 
But at the current time Saturday, 
Oct. 11, The Big River Band will be 
at the Courtyard Cafe in uptown 
Pittsfield with the show starting at 6 
p.m. No admission charge but a do-
nation will be taken up for the band.  

You can order meals starting at 
5 pm. There will be a 50/50 drawing 
besides good music, good food to 
purchase, and plenty of people to 
enjoy the show with. All adults are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.     

The Pike County Senior Citizens 
Center at 220 West Adams Street in 
Pittsfield will be holding their Fund-
raiser Fish Fry this Thursday on Oct. 
9 from 4:30-6 p.m. Questions? 
Please call 217-285-4969.  

Friday, Oct. 10, The Buggs' 
Family Opry will be having their 
show in Pearl with the show starting 
at 7 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m.  

Young at heart Senior Citizens, 
are you looking for something fun 
to do but not sure what? Every Tues-
day afternoon from noon-3 p.m., at 
the Admiral Coontz Armory, 301 
Warren Barrett Drive in Hannibal, 
there is a live band called Uptown 
Strings that plays with a great dance 
floor and plenty of chairs to sit on 

and visit with others. It's a great way 
to meet others, enjoy the music, and, 
if you choose, get out there and 
dance. Encouraging you, Seniors, to 
come on out for a great afternoon. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for 
the week Oct. 8 - 14, 2025: 

Oct. 8 - Bill Grimsley, Rodney 
Prentice 

Oct. 9 - Donald Baxter, Randy 
Ferguson, Joe and Krystal Huckstep 

Oct. 10 - Brenda Crawford, Deb-
bie Booker, Margaret Garner 

Oct. 11 - Sheila and John Kroes-
chel 

Oct. 13 - Bryan Brown, Gloria 
Castleberry 

Oct. 14 - Karen and Joey  
The Milkey's Place Restaurant 

has a Bible Study on Monday even-
ings at 6:30 p.m., that is open to all 
that want to be there. Doesn't cost 
anything to join. 

Trivia Answers from Last Week: 
1. What famous highway is often 

referred to as the "Main Street of 
America"? (Route 66) 

2. What is the shortest verse in 
the Bible? (John 11:35) 

3. Which famous author of old 
was raised in Hannibal? (Mark 
Twain) 

4. Who was the first novelist to 
present a typed manuscript to their 
publisher? (Mark Twain) 

Susanne Curry attended the 
Bales reunion in Branson recently.  
Her good friend, Sharon Clarkson, 
accompanied her since Cleve was 
busy with harvest.  They enjoyed 
visiting with relatives from four 
states, as well as seeing the live Bib-
lical drama of David the shepherd 
King at the Sight and Sound The-
atre. Susanne's mother, the late 
Mary Bales Palmer, enjoyed attend-
ing this reunion in her later years.    

A wonderful family vacation to 
Branson was enjoyed by Jamie's 
daughter, son-in-law, and grand-
daughter Mary and Sean Massie and 
daughter, Bailey, all of Bowling 
Green,  and Jamie and I of New 
Salem. We all left on Sept. 29 arriv-
ing at our cabin in the Branson Va-

cation Retreats around 5 p.m. We 
unpacked and then went into Bran-
son where we ate supper at Mel's 
Hard Luck Diner. Couldn't tell you 
what any of us ate but I can tell you 
that we certainly enjoyed the wai-
tresses going around the place sing-
ing. Came back to the cabin and 
enjoyed playing several rounds of 
Monopoly Deal.  

Tuesday morning found us hav-
ing a delicious breakfast at the 
Cracker Barrel then we went to Lost 
Canyon Cave and Nature Trail 
where everyone would ride in or 
drive golf carts all over the place. 
That was loads of fun. We also 
shopped at the Apple Tree Mall 
which is the largest consignment 
shop I had ever seen. A person could 
spend hours in there. That night we 
went to the Sight and Sound Theater 
and thoroughly enjoyed DAVID. 
Wednesday, Oct. 1, found us up 
early packing to head back home. 
Went to breakfast again at Cracker 
Barrel, then away we went. Made a 
stop in Springfield, Missouri, to the 
massive Bass Pro Shop. Jamie and I 
decided we might have covered a 
tenth of that store. Two extremely 
large gas stations and convenience 
stores that we stopped at that I had 
never been to before were the QT 
(on the way down) and on the way 
home, we stopped at a huge Buc-
ee's. Then onward again home. We 
had a wonderful time and Mary did 
a great job planning the entire trip 
and taking care of things (reserva-
tions, tickets, and such, all online) 
and we appreciated both Sean and 
Mary taking turns driving in Bran-
son and on the way down and back.  

I enjoyed getting to know the 
Massie family a lot better. Appreci-
ated Ginger Whitlock taking care of 
our cats and our mail. And, yes, the 
cats were glad to see us get home.     

We are still having Single Sen-
iors + One once a month. This is for 
all singles, 55 years and older, who 
would enjoy getting together with 
others and enjoy a midday meal 
with lots of visiting.

Thanks to all who attended and sup-
ported the Fall Fun Festival at Bowling 
Green’s Prairie’s Edge. Thanks to Tonya 
and her staff for all the hard work and or-
ganization that goes into this awesome 
event! 

I hope you had a chance to hear Jane 
Gartman on the radio on Monday morning 
as she promoted the Oct. 4 Relay for Life 
which is sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society.  Jane and her team have 
put in hours of organization to 
honor those who have passed 
and those who may still be in 
the battle against cancer. From 
food trucks to bingo, from raf-
fles to silent auction, plus 
speakers to luminaries, this 
Relay for Life is packed with op-
portunities to help support the 
fight against cancer.  

It will be a fun time plus rec-
ognizing cancer warriors. I’m 
told this Relay for Life program 
was a huge event in Pike 
County for 40 years till 2017. 
Jane has caught the vision to 
resurrect the amazing support in the fight 
against cancer. Thanks to all who have 
donated items, time, sponsorships, and 
abilities for this greatly needed event! 

I have been writing a lot about prepar-
ing Bowling Green for the future and what 
may be needed down the road. Vision 
and Action are ingredients that will need 
to take place sooner rather than later. Ho-
wever, I am not ignoring the present 
needs and desires of you citizens and the 
City.  

We have such great potential and pos-
sibilities for the present and the future. 
Contractors have stepped up to the plate 
in the construction of much needed hous-

ing. Business owners have expanded 
their inventories, built additions to their ex-
isting structures, and initiated new ideas 
and endeavors. Infrastructure has and will 
continue to be upgraded and improved 
along with features like the new splash 
pad in the park.  

Added picnic tables, trash cans at the 
main park and a new pavilion at the Barb 
Allison Park are all plans to improve op-
portunities for you citizens. We are a town 

with outstanding innovation! 
Let’s put our visions and 
dreams to work! Let’s mentor 
our younger generation to one 
day take over and advance our 
current businesses, services, 
industry, manufacturing, enter-
tainment, recreation, and health 
care. Let’s keep, invite back, 
and grow our Bowling Green 
graduates to invest in our fab-
ulous community. This will re-
quire work on our stakeholders’ 
part to make Bowling Green at-
tractive and profitable enough 
to bring home or keep our 

Bowling Green High School graduates 
who need good paying jobs, activity, en-
tertainment, housing, and social opportu-
nities! 

Our United States of America cele-
brates its 250-anniversary next year along 
with Route 66 celebrating its 100th anni-
versary. Route 66 was called the “Mother 
Road” because it was built in 1926 and 
was the first highway system that covered 
317 miles and went through several 
states. So much great heritage in our 
Country and in Bowling Green. Take time 
to appreciate our American history and all 
that has gone into the development of 
what is defined as a “RUPUBLIC.” 

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Fire Prevention Week: Protect Your Family
During Fire Prevention 

Week - Oct. 5-11, the Amer-
ican Red Cross of Greater 
St. Louis reminds everyone 
of the dangers of home fires, 
which claim seven lives 
every day in the U.S.  

To help protect your 
household, test your smoke 
alarms each month and 
practice your escape plan 
until everyone can get out in 
less than two minutes. 

“Home fires can occur 
any time, any place,” said 
LaKricia Cox, Executive 
Director, Red Cross of 
Greater St. Louis. “The 
sooner an alarm alerts you 
to a fire, the sooner you can 
get out. This is critical be-
cause fire experts say you 
may have less than two mi-
nutes to escape a burning 
home before it’s too late.” 

Tips for creating your 
home fire escape plan and 
practicing your 2-minute 
drill: 

Everyone in your house-
hold should know two ways 
to escape from each room in 
your home. 

SMOKE IS DANGEROUS - 
GET LOW & GO! 

Decide where to meet 
once you get outside. Select 
a meeting spot at a safe dis-
tance away from your 
home, such as a neighbor’s 
home or landmark like a 
specific tree in your front 
yard, where everyone 
knows to meet. 

GET OUT & STAY OUT - 

NEVER GO BACK INSIDE 
FOR PEOPLE, PETS OR 

THINGS 
If a fire starts, you may 

have less than two minutes 
to get to safety. Time your 
fire drill and find out: 
what’s your escape time? 

While practicing your es-
cape plan, teach children 
what a smoke alarm sounds 
like. Talk about fire safety 
and what to do in an emer-
gency. 

Smoke alarm safety: 
Place smoke alarms on 

each level of your home, in-
cluding inside and outside 
bedrooms and sleeping 
areas. 

In addition to testing 
your alarms once a month, 
change the batteries at least 
once a year, if your model 
requires it. 

Also check the manufac-
turer’s date of your smoke 
alarms. If they’re 10 years 
or older, they need to be re-
placed because the sensor 
becomes less sensitive over 
time. Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions. 

Local Red Cross Disaster 
Action Team volunteers 
provide emotional support, 
financial assistance, and in-
formation to help families 
begin the process of recov-
ery. Most of the 65,000 
emergencies that the Red 
Cross responds to each year 
are home fires. So far this 
year alone, local Red Cross 
Disaster Action teams have 

responded to more than 400 
fires in the Greater St. Louis 
area and select counties we 
serve in Illinois and over 
1,100 fires statewide. 

For emergencies like 
home fires, our volunteers 
provide comfort during 
what can be the worst days 
of people’s lives. Learn how 
you can volunteer for our 
Disaster Action Team at 
redcross.org/DAT. 

GET HELP 
APPOINTMENTS: If 

you need assistance, visit 
r e d c r o s s . o rg / s m o k e a -
larmmo for a free smoke 
alarm installation. 

DONATE: Thanks to do-
nations, our services are free 
and available for all those in 
need. Help families prepare 
for, respond to and recover 
from home fires by giving at 
SoundTheAlarm.org or tex-
ting the word HOMEFIRE 
to 90999 to make a $10 do-
nation. 

HOME FIRE CAM-
PAIGN SAVE LIVES Since 
October 2014, the Red 
Cross Home Fire Cam-
paign, working with com-
munity partners, has saved 
at least 2,479 lives by edu-
cating families about fire 
safety, helping them create 
escape plans and installing 
free smoke alarms in high-
risk areas across the coun-
try. To learn more about the 
campaign and how you can 
get involved, visit red-
cross.org/homefires. 

Pictured, from left: Debbie Curry, director, and Anne Brewer, treasurer, both of 
The Hope Center of Pike County are pictured with The Hope Center’s check.

‘Sharing Success’ Grants Awarded
Four charitable organiza-

tions were each awarded a 
$7,500 “Sharing Success” 
grant by Cuivre River Elec-
tric Cooperative (CREC) 
and CoBank.  

The recipients of the 
2025 grants are the Hope 
Center of Pike County, 
TREE House of Greater St. 
Louis, Warren County Shel-
tered Workshop, and the 
Lincoln County R-III Edu-
cation Fund.“At the heart of 
our cooperative is the prin-
ciple of 'Caring for Com-
munity, '" explains Diane 
Saale, CREC's Board Pres-
ident. "This program, in 
partnership with CoBank, 
empowers us to act on that 
principle, enabling us to 
proudly back local chari-
table organizations as they 
deliver essential services to 
our communities."“Sharing 
Success” is a matching 
grant program created by 
CoBank in 2012. The co-
operative bank partners with 
its customers, like CREC, to 
support the causes and or-
ganizations they care about. 
CoBank customers can 
apply for matching grants 
each year. CREC awarded 
$3,750 to each recipient this 
year, and CoBank matched 
the funds. A total of $7,500 
went to each of these organ-
izations: Hope Center of 
Pike County is a food pan-
try, providing food for qual-
ified individuals who live in 
Pike County. Their operat-
ing hours are on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays 
between 10 a.m. and 12 
p.m. They can be reached at 
(573) 324-6255. 

TREE House of Greater 
St. Louis, founded in 1975 
as Therapeutic Horseman-
ship, TREE House of 
Greater St. Louis celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this 
year as one of the oldest and 
largest Professional Associ-
ation of Therapeutic Horse-
manship International 

(PATH Intl.) Premier Ac-
credited Centers in the 
United States.  Their mis-
sion is to improve the lives 
of individuals with disabil-
ities and their families 
through Therapy, Recrea-
tion, Education, and Explo-
ration. Equine-assisted 
services are delivered year-
round by a team of licensed 
physical and occupational 
therapists, mental health 
professionals, and PATH 
Intl. Certified Therapeutic 
Riding Instructors who 
work with approximately 20 
horses and 150+ specially 
trained volunteers. The non-
profit organization also 
offers “Freedom Reins,” a 
program specifically tai-
lored for veterans and serv-
ice members. Learn more 
https://thstl.org/ or call 636-
332-4940.  

Warren County Sheltered 
Workshop is a production 
company that employs over 
80 adults with disabilities 
and specializes in light as-
sembly/production and var-
ious packaging/kitting. For 
more information, visit 
https://www.wcswinc.com/ 
or call (636) 456-4800. 

Lincoln County R-III 
Education Fund helps to 
fund projects and programs 
that are not otherwise pos-
sible within the constraints 
of the Lincoln County R-III 
School District's annual op-
erating budget. The 2025 
Sharing Success grant will 
benefit the district’s Powell 
Memorial Library. For more 
information, visit 
https://www.troy.k12.mo.us
/68512_3.  

Since 2012, CREC and 
CoBank have awarded a 
total of $230,000 to organi-
zations selected by CREC 
(inclusive of this year’s 
grants). Organizations re-
ceiving support have in-
cluded Honor Flight of 
Greater St. Louis, The Key 
Youth Center, Bridge of 

Hope, Compass Health Net-
work, St. Charles Com-
munity College Foundation, 
Agape Food Pantry, and 
Our Lady’s Inn.  

CREC’s board of direc-
tors jointly decides which 
organizations will receive 
the “Sharing Success” 
grants.About Cuivre River 
Electric Cooperative-
Founded in 1941, Cuivre 
River Electric Cooperative 
is the largest of Missouri's 
40 consumer-owned electric 
distribution cooperatives, 
providing electricity to 
more than 75,000 homes 
and businesses in Lincoln, 
Montgomery, Pike, St. 
Charles, and Warren 
counties in Missouri. 

For information, visit 
cuivre.com or call (800) 
392-3709. 

About CoBankCoBank is 
a cooperative bank serving 
vital industries across rural 
America. The bank provides 
loans, leases, export financ-
ing, and other financial 
services to agribusinesses 
and rural power, water, and 
communications providers 
in all 50 states. The bank 
also provides wholesale 
loans and other financial 
services to affiliated Farm 
Credit associations serving 
more than 77,000 farmers, 
ranchers, and other rural 
borrowers in 23 states 
around the country.  

 
CoBank is a member of 

the Farm Credit System, a 
nationwide network of 
banks and retail lending as-
sociations chartered to sup-
port the borrowing needs of 
U.S. agriculture, rural in-
frastructure, and rural com-
munities. Headquartered 
outside Denver, Colorado, 
CoBank serves customers 
from regional banking 
centers across the U.S. and 
also maintains an inter-
national representative of-
fice in Singapore.

Mums Burst With Big, Beautiful, Bold Color
Few flowers signal fall’s 

arrival more than the cheer-
ful chrysanthemum, or mum, 
said University of Missouri 
Extension horticulturist 
David Trinklein. Mums’ 
long-lasting blooms put on a 
colorful display for weeks 
when other flowers have 
clocked out for the season. 

Mums are among the old-
est known flowers, Trinklein 
said. The Chinese raised 
them for ornamental and me-
dicinal purposes more than 
2,000 years ago. In ancient 
Japan, families used a mum 
insignia on family crests to 
boast of prominence. War-
riors etched images of mums 
onto their swords. In the 
eighth century, the emperor 
placed chrysanthemum as 
Japan’s official seal. 

Mums are more popular 
than ever thanks to the new 
varieties developed by plant 
breeders, he said. A myriad 
of colors, flower types and 
bloom dates abound each 
year. A relative newcomer, 
the Belgium (or European) 
garden mum is a popular 
choice because of its spec-
tacular size and showy color. 

Chrysanthemum is an ex-
ample of a cultigen. “If not 
for human intervention, 
mums wouldn’t exist,” Trin-
klein said. Plant breeders 
work to produce plants that 
bloom during specific times. 
Mums need long periods of 
darkness each day to bloom. 
Historically, most bloomed 
in mid-to-late summer, de-
pending on cultivar. Now, 

many bloom late September 
to mid-October, when cooler 
weather tends to make 
flowers last longer. 

Garden mums are avail-
able in the spring as rooted 
cuttings established in small 
containers or during the fall 
as large, mature plants in or 
near full bloom. 

Trinklein offers tips for 
fall and spring mums: 

FALL MUMS 
Choose plants that are be-

ginning to show color. These 
produce blooms for the long-
est time. Colors fade after 
heavy frosts. 

Most potted mums are 
grown commercially in a 
soilless growing medium 
high in organic matter. Plant 
in well-drained soil high in 
organic matter and water 
thoroughly. 

After cold weather ar-
rives, cut plants back to 
ground level and mulch to 
prevent winter injury. 

SPRINGMUMS 
Select a well-drained 

planting site that receives at 
least eight hours of sunlight. 

Space smaller plants 18 to 
24 inches apart to allow for 
the future growth. Space 30-
36 inches apart for more vig-
orous cultivars. 

Apply a granular fertilizer 
such as 5-10-5 or equivalent 
at the rate of 2 or 3 pounds 
per 100 square feet of sur-
face area, and mix it into the 
soil. Apply a soluble starter 
fertilizer high in phosphorus 
such as 9-45-15 immediately 
after transplanting. 

Pinch spring-planted gar-
den mums every three to four 
weeks for bushy, compact 
growth and more flowers. 
For most, pinch no later than 
July 4 to avoid accidentally 
removing flower buds. 

Garden chrysanthemums 
need about 1.5 inches of 
water weekly during the 
growing season. 

Mulch plants with bark, 
wood chips or other organic 
materials. This saves mois-
ture and controls weeds. 

Check for aphids, two-
spotted mites and powdery 
mildew. Garden chrysanthe-
mums are mostly insect- and 
disease-free. 

For more information, 
visit the National Chrysan-
themum Society’s website.  

 
MU Extension is the link 

between the University of 
Missouri’s proven research, 
knowledge and resources 
and Missouri’s 6.2 million 
citizens. With state and local 
partners, we deliver real-
world solutions to address 
our state’s grand challenges 
around agriculture, economic 
opportunity, educational ac-
cess and health and well-
being. Faculty and staff in 
114 counties and the city of 
St. Louis work to empower 
people, strengthen com-
munities and develop 
leaders.  

True to our land-grant 
mission, we serve Missouri 
and deliver Mizzou as we 
improve lives and opportuni-
ties.



THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE

Obituaries

Earl William 
Thornhill 

The heavens are filled 
with laughter and song as 
our Lord welcomed home 
His servant Earl William 
Thornhill, who died Sunday, 
Sept. 28, 2025 at the age of 
94 at his home in Troy, sur-
rounded by his wife and 
children. 

Visitation was held Wed-
nesday from 4-8 p.m., and 
also on Thursday from 9-10 
a.m., at the Thornhill Auc-
tion Barn, 421 John Deere 
Dr., Troy, MO, 63379. 

Funeral services were 
Thursday at 10 a.m., also at 
the Thornhill Auction Barn. 
Pastor Obie Dalrymple offi-
ciated. Interment followed 
in Thornhill Cemetery. 

Devoted husband to 
Mildred Cox Thornhill. Be-
loved father to Charles, Sha-
ron, David, Karen, and 
Earlene. And loving grand-
father, great-grandfather and 
great-great-grandfather to 
53 grandchildren. 

Earl left a legacy of faith 
and family and the echo of 
the auctioneer’s chant for 
generations to come. 

Born Sept. 22, 1931, to 
Charlie Peter and Rosa Mae 
Schieffer Thornhill, Earl 
William humbly entered the 
world so poor that his dad 
agreed to spade the doctor’s 
garden for two to three years 
to pay for the delivery. 

To help provide for his 
family, Earl left high school 
to work on the family farm. 
Despite what they lacked in 
resources, Earl considered 
himself rich in blessings 
with the love of his family, 
including five brothers and 
his sister; love of the land, 
where he would hunt, fish 
and ride his horse; and love 
of farming, especially tend-
ing cattle. 

At the age of 16, Earl met 
the love of his life, his 
“pretty Millie” and, to-
gether, they raised five chil-
dren and celebrated 75 years 
of marriage this past June. 

Earl’s early work years 
were spent as a lineman. In 
his spare time, Earl earned 
his real estate license and 
auctioneered on Saturdays, 
realizing his true calling and 
creating a business, Thorn-
hill Real Estate & Auction 
Company, that has served 
clients for 62 years and still 
operates as a family busi-
ness with three generations 
behind the gavel. 

Earl’s vocal abilities not 
only made a living for his 
family as an auctioneer, but 
his love of singing and sto-
rytelling entertained family 
and friends - carrying his 
legacy of faithfulness and 
devotion mixed with a bit of 
fun-loving mischief; strik-
ing a chord in the hearts of 
all who knew and loved 
him. 

Earl is survived by his 
wife, Mildred Thornhill of 
Troy; and their children, 
Charles Thornhill (grand-
children, Toney Thornhill, 
Marcia Thornhill, Ashley 
Thornhill, and Jacob Thorn-
hill); Sharon Thornhill, and 
Danny Burgess (grandchil-
dren, Susan Burgess 
Wojtkiewicz, Alan Burgess, 
and Jamie Burgess DuCh-
aine; David and Brenda 
Thornhill (grandchildren, 
Cheri Thornhill Winchester, 
Teri Thornhill Westbrook, 
and Dusty Thornhill; Karen 
Thornhill and Mark Curt 
(grandchildren, Christi Curt-
Skow, Angie Curt Griffith, 
Tracy Curt Wille and Jenny 
Curt Krestel; and Earlene 
Thornhill and Paul Ander-
son (grandchildren, Erik An-
derson and Jessica Anderson 
Huble). His legacy includes 
34 great-grandchildren and 
three great-great-grandchil-
dren. Also  his siblings, 
George Shelby, Jim, and Bill 
Thornhill. 

Earl was preceded in 
death by his parents, Charlie 
and Rosa Schieffer Thorn-
hill and his siblings, Ira 
Thornhill and Eva Thornhill 
Wilson. 

In lieu of flowers, expres-
sions of sympathy may be 
made to Thornhill Cemetery 
in Troy; Troy First Baptist 

Church; or the Lincoln 
County Council on Aging, 
c/o McCoy-Blossom Fu-
neral Homes & Crematory, 
1304 Boone Street Troy, 
MO 6337. 

Family and friends are in-
vited to sign our online 
guest register at mccoyblos-
somfh.com. 

Melinda Sue 
Brown 

Melinda Sue Brown, 54, 
of New London died  Tues-
day, Sept. 23, 2025, at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital West in 
Lake St. Louis surrounded 
by her family. 

Memorial services for 
Melinda were Thursday at 
7:30 p.m., at Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes and Cre-
matory in Bowling Green 
with Bro. Bill Hobbs offici-
ating. A memorial visitation 
was from 4 p.m., until time 
of service at the funeral 
home. 

Melinda was born Aug. 
19, 1971, in Jefferson City 
to Leo Garnett Kerns and 
Ruth Ann Wakeland Phil-
lips. She was united in mar-
riage to Allan Brown on 
Sept. 21, 1996, in Louisiana. 
He survives. 

Also surviving are her 
father, Leo Kerns; step-
mother, Marsha Kerns; sons, 
Daylan Brown and 
Cheyenne Smith of New 
London and Cody Brown 
and Gracie Brown of Frank-
ford; a daughter, Alaina 
Brown and Peyton Mason of 
New London; grandchil-
dren, Emery Brown, Paisley 
Brown, Liam Brown, Pais-
ley Butler, Lane Butler, 
Remi Brown, Berkley 
Brown, and Copelynn 
Brown; one brother, Shawn 
Kerns and Tori Hays of 
Troy, one sister, Kim Daw-
son and husband, Keith of 
Bowling Green; step-
brothers, Gary Hamilton Jr. 
and wife, Brett of Frankford 
and Brian Wright and Ra-
chel Hess of Vandalia; a 
step-sister, Stephenie Stone 
of Frankford; and special 
nieces, Paige Dawson and 
Olivia Dawson; along with 
many aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and 
friends. 

She was preceded in 
death by her grandparents, 
and her mom. 

Melinda spent her 
younger years in the Bowl-
ing Green and Cyrene area. 
In 1990 her family moved to 
Louisiana, later relocating to 
New London. She spent 
time employed at the title 
company in Louisiana, as 
well as dispatching at the 
Louisiana Police Depart-
ment. Later, she became a 
homemaker and helped op-
erate the family’s logging 
company while she raised 
their children. 

Melinda loved horses. 
She enjoyed trail rides with 
friends and chuck wagon 
races. Melinda loved spend-
ing time with her grandchil-
dren and also shopping; 
especially for t-shirts any-
where they visited. She 
loved the color purple. Me-
linda had a huge heart and 
will be dearly missed by all 
who knew her and loved 
her. 

Memorials may be made 
to the family, c/o Bibb-
Veach Funeral Homes. 

Leon James 
Reeves 

Leon James Reeves, 99, 
of Louisiana died Sunday, 
Sept. 28, 2025 at his home. 

Funeral services were at 
1 p.m., Wednesday at the 
Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana. Fr. Henry Ussher 
officiated. 

Visitation was from 11 
a.m., until time of service 
Wednesday at the funeral 
home. 

Burial with full military 
honors was at 10:30 a.m., 
Thursday at Jefferson Bar-
racks National Cemetery in 
St. Louis. 

Leon was born Aug. 9, 
1926 in Redmondville to 
Corbett and Lillie Lewis 
Reeves. He was married to 
Rita Pezold on July 2, 1954 
in Ladue. She preceded him 
in death on June 3, 2023. He 
was also preceded in death 
by his parents, and siblings, 
Fern Lacy, Helen Reeves, 
Glenora Gibbons, Oran 
“Curly” Reeves, Val Fish, 
Mary Parker, and Maureen 
Reeves. 

He is survived by a son, 
James D. Reeves and wife, 
Cindy of St. Charles; a 
granddaughter, Lydia Mac-
key and husband, Ron of 
Louisiana; three great-
grandchildren, Andrew 
Mackey, Patrick Wolff, and 
Kye Mackey; a brother, Bud 
Reeves and wife, Becky; a 
brother-in-law, Johnny 
Parker; and a sister-in-law, 
Grace Reeves. 

Leon was a WWII vet-
eran serving in the United 
States Army. He had worked 
different jobs during his life, 
but his most enjoyable ca-
reer was being a truck 
driver. He was a member of 
the VFW Post #5553 in 
Bowling Green and a 
member of St. Joseph Cath-
olic Church in Louisiana. 

Memorials may be made 
to the VFW Post #5553 in 
Bowling Green. 

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

Anita Rose 
Williams Hoyt 

Graveside services for 
Anita Rose Williams Hoyt, 
89, of Vandalia, were at 4:30 
p.m., Saturday at the Laddo-
nia Cemetery, with Pastor 
Brian Lehnbauer officiating. 

Visitation was Saturday  
from 2-4 p.m., at Bienhoff 
Funeral Home in Laddonia. 

Mrs. Hoyt died Wednes-
day, Oct. 1, 2025, at her 
home in Vandalia. 

She was born Aug. 17, 
1936, in Farber, the daugh-
ter of John Velton and 
Melva Gray Roberts Wil-
liams. Anita married Glen-
roy John Hoyt on Jan. 25, 
1958, in Laddonia. He pre-
ceded her in death on June 
1, 2005. 

Survivors include one 
son, Randal L. Hoyt of Van-
dalia; two daughters, Debbie 
Hopke and husband, Daryl 
of Vandalia and Melanie K. 
Coleman and Todd Gafney 
of Kansas City; five grand-
children, Erica Fennewald 
and husband, Tyler, Megan 
King and husband, Jess, 
James R. Hoyt and wife, 
Maria, Allison Lowrance 
and husband, Tyson, and 
Aubrey Horstmeier; eight 
great-grandchildren; along 
with nieces, nephews, other 
relatives; and a host of 
friends. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, hus-
band, Glenroy, a daughter, 
Linda, and one brother, 
James Williams. 

Anita was a lifetime area 
resident and member of St. 
John's Catholic Church. She 
loved listening to Bob Seger 
music, birdwatching, read-
ing, and her beloved cats. 
More than anything, Anita 
deeply loved her family and 
loved life in general. 

Pallbearers were Todd 
Gafney, Daryl Hopke, Tyler 
Fennewald, James Hoyt, 
Ramon Barnes, and Dave 
Willis. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Chil-
dren's Therapy and Early 
Education School or to the 
Eastern Missouri Family 
YMCA, c/o Bienhoff Fu-
neral Home, P.O. Box 54 
Vandalia, MO 63382. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
uneralhome.com. 

David Lee 
Minor 

David Lee Minor, 67, of 
Louisiana died suddenly 
Monday, Sept. 29, 2025.  

He was born March 8, 
1958 in Louisiana to Wil-
liam “Bill” Minor and Mary 
Della Robins Minor. 

 David loved being out-
doors and loved nature. You 
have probably saw him 
walking around dressed in 
camouflage clothes with 
machete at his side, or at one 
of the local gas stations 
playing scratch-off tickets 
and drinking his Sundrop. 
He never met a stranger and 
loved to talk to everyone. 

 He was a veteran of the 
United States Army Na-
tional Guard and received 
an honorable discharge. He 
was employed with the City 
of Louisiana Water Dept., 
for a short time. He was a 
stone mason and made 
beautiful stone walls and 
fire places. Some of you 
may even have one of his 
walking sticks, dream 
catchers, Christmas trees, or 
skulls that he loved to make. 

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Bill and 
Mary, a brother, John Minor, 
and a sister, Linda Kay 
Minor. 

 He is survived by his 
sisters, Dorothy Humphrey 
of Louisiana, Carolyn 
“Suzy” Snell and husband, 
Harold of Louisiana, Patri-
cia “Patty” Carper and hus-
band, Steve of Canton, Sara 
Johns of Illinois; brothers, 
William “Bill” Jackey 
Minor of Pittsfield, Ill., and 
Richard “Dick” Minor and 
wife, Joann of Louisiana; 
his ex-wife, Lisa Minor of 
Louisiana; a daughter, 
Kayce Jines of Bowling 
Green; one step-daughter, 
Renee Reading and hus-
band, George of Hannibal; 
one step-son; grandchildren, 
Zaqry Uplinger and Abigale 
Shade, Gaven Uplinger, Ne-
vaeh Gregory, Angelina 
Reading, Della Reading, 
Jasper West, Dane Dunn, 

Bryson Splain, Khilyn 
Splain, Brinley Orf, and 
Wesley Orf; and several 
aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and 
friends. 

 David’s wishes were to 
be cremated. Cremation 
rites are under the direction 
of Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 25 at Collier 
Funeral Home in Louisiana. 

Visitation will be from 
noon until time of service at 
the funeral home. 

 Memorials may be made 
to the American Heart Asso-
ciation or the Aviary Recov-
ery Center in Eolia. 

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

Betty Jean 
Peabody Trower 

Betty Jean Peabody Trower, 
95, of Vandalia died Tuesday, 
Sept. 30, 2025, at the Baptist 
Home Tri-County in Vandalia. 

Funeral services were at 11 
a.m., Friday at Waters Funeral 
Home. Pastor Rob Dalton offi-
ciated. Burial was in Evergreen 
Memorial Gardens in Vandalia. 

Visitation celebrating 
Betty's life was from 10 a.m., 
until the time of the service Fri-
day at the funeral home. 

Betty was born June 11, 
1930, near Curryville to 
Thomas Ray and Helen Copen-
haver Peabody. She was an 
only child. She attended Wood-
lawn Country School and grad-
uated from Bowling Green 
High School in 1948. She was 
a member of Concord Presby-
terian Church, south of Curry-
ville, and later joined the First 
Presbyterian Church in Van-
dalia where she was member of 
the Beacon Sunday School 
Class. 

Betty married Donald 
Edwin Trower on Sept. 10, 
1950, at the home of her par-
ents. They celebrated 51 years 
of marriage. Donald preceded 
her in death on Oct. 30, 2001. 

Betty worked at Southwest-
ern Bell Telephone Co., in 
Bowling Green as an operator 
for five years and the City of 
Vandalia as the utility clerk for 
17 years. She was a Boy Scout 
den mother and enjoyed many 
years of camping and fishing in 
Branson and Hannibal with 
Don and family members. 

Betty is survived by one 
son, Donald “Eddie” Edwin 
Trower, Jr., and wife, Pat Ray 
Trower of Vandalia; a grand-

son, Spencer Eli Trower of St. 
Louis; one granddaughter, 
Meredith Davis of Vandalia; a 
grandson, Donnie Rubemeyer 
of Wellsville; and four great-
grandchildren, twins Brogan 
and Brennon Wheeler, Braylon 
Davis, and Maizie Davis, all of 
Vandalia. 

In addition to her parents 
and husband, Mrs. Trower was 
preceded in death by a daugh-
ter, Sharon Trower Rubemeyer. 

Pallbearers were George 
Copenhaver, Spencer Tower, 
Brennon Wheeler, Brogan 
Wheeler, Braylon Davis, and 
Mike Ray. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the First Presbyte-
rian Church, Vandalia or the 
Baptist Home Tri-County, c/o 
Waters Funeral Home. 

Online condolences may be 
made to the family and video 
tribute viewed on Betty's me-
morial page at www.watersfu-
neral.com. 

 
Frank Barker 

Frank Barker, 76, of Lou-
isiana died unexpectedly on 
Friday, Sept. 12, 2025. 

 Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana will be provider of 
cremation rites. The family will 
have a Celebration of Life at 
a later date. 

Mr. Barker was born Nov. 
29, 1948 in Indianapolis, Ind., 
to Josephine and James Barker. 
He was married to Dora Barker 
in 1965. She preceded him in 
death on Aug. 30, 2009. 

 He is survived by two 
daughters, Bonnie  Ohemus 
and husband, Jesse of Lou-
isiana, and Aletha Barker of 
Louisiana; nine grandchildren, 
Carlita Barker, Oscar Mendez, 
Yasmine Mata, Diego Mata, 
Morgan Barker, Dario Mata, 
Olivia Hase, Alejandro Mata, 
and Kevin Hase; two great-
grandchildren, November Hol-
man and Khalil Mendez; a 
brother, Juell Barker of Arkan-
sas; one sister, Betty Galbreath; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

 He was preceded in death 
his parents, Josephine and 
James Barker, his wife, Dora 
Barker; and siblings, Carolyn 
Townsend, Annabelle Johnson, 
Lillian Johnson, and Alfred 
Barker.  

 Mr. Barker will be remem-
bered as a loving father and 
grandfather. Frank enjoyed 
picking on his grandkids and 
spending time with his family. 
He enjoyed playing the guitar, 
walking, going fishing, hunt-
ing, and camping. He didn’t 
know a stranger and was al-
ways happy to sit and talk. 
Over the years he was em-
ployed at Wayne B. Smith, 
Tamor Plastics, made and in-
stalled custom cabinets, and 
worked at Stark Bros. Nur-
series until his retirement. 

 Memorials may be made 
to the family, c/o the funeral 
home. 

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 
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MCCOY-BLOSSOM  
FUNERAL HOMES  

& CREMATORY 

Bowling Green 
MODERN FACILITIES  

AT AFFORDABLE COSTS 
- COMPARE PRICES 

SIMPLE CREMATION OR 
TRADITIONAL -  

CARING, FRIENDLY 
STAFF 

1-573-213-5110 or 1-636-528-8244            

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet

1169 
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1 
 
 
 
 

18

485 
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385 
360 
330 
344 
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125 
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120 
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0
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375 
350 
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Feeder Sale Report For 9-29-2025       Monday Receipts 1,834 Head

300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 
900-1000
Bred Cows - Better 
Pairs

High Dressing 
Low

Slaughter Bulls

Choice 2 & 3

Slaughter Cows

Computer Avg.

Steers, medium & large 467 
 
 

12 
46 

105 
163 
87 
25 
21 

 

Top
400 
400 
402 
380 
345 
308 
320 
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615 
545 
470 
430 
379 
352 
312 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

225

Bulk 
Thin 
 
Thin

160 
120 

 
1 
 
 

0

Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900

Others

Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select Select

ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

See OBITUARIES on page 7





YARD SALE - 504 S. 
Penn Street, B.G. Wed-
nesday & Thursday, 8 a.m. 
to ?. 

MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE - 20 W. 11th St., 
B.G. Wednesday & Thurs-
day, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

MULTI-FAMILY YARD 
SALE - Oct. 11, Oct. 16 & 
Oct. 18, 7:30 a.m.-?, 1020 
Centennial, B.G. New 
items available. 

GARAGE SALE - Fri-
day, 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat-
urday, 7:30 a.m.-noon, 302 
Pike Court, Field Estates, 
B.G. Baby girl & boy 
clothes, men & women’s 
clothing, Christmas decor, 
baby walker, bath tub, gar-
den items. 

CLEAN OUT SALE  - 
Multi-family, 13th & 
Church, B.G., Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. 

LARGE SALE - Entire 
contents of former Vintage 
Inn Motel, Jct. Bus. Hwy. 
54 & 61, B.G. Thursday, 1-
5 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-?. 
Mattress sets, dressers, 
desks, night stands, chairs, 
TVs, mini refrigerators, mi-
crowaves, mirrors, pic-
tures, lamps, bedding, 
towels, computer, printer, 
lots of misc. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. Call 
for info 573-249-3333, 
m a r k t w a i n m o b i l e -
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
G r e g S . C D H @ o u t -
look.com. (tf) 

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. (tf) 

MODERN MATUR-
ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224.  

MO FIREARMS CO. 
Retirement Sale 573-
470-9111. (x6-47) 

 
THREE used dryers. 

Call for price. Vandalia 
Firestone, Appliance & 
Furniture, 573-594-
6624. 

 
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176. 
(tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light 
truck, $15 & up. Van-
dalia Firestone & Appli-
ance, 594-6624.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

 
HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, $1,500. 
636-697-8499. (tf) 

H O U S E K E E P E R 
wanted, light cleaning, 
573-324-5343. (x3-48) 

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible 
for injuries or acci-
dents.  

 
 

NO TRESPASSING 
OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property. (tf) 

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside hgouse clean-
ing, soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Lou-
isiana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic 
pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

 
BROWN’S SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 
auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Lou-
isiana, 754-5812. (tf) 

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by 
Ann Hecox. Make 
great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 an-
nahcx@gmail.com. (tf) 

GARAGE SALES
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  

Classifieds
NO HUNTING
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Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

GARAGE SALE

$31,955

Stock #943 - 2022 Ford Explorer XLT - 
Exterior Color Stone Blue Metallic,  
Exterior Color Ebony, 4 WD, Auto, 

41,259

FOR RENT

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

Poage Ford

HUME 
REMODELING

Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric 
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring 

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen 
Tops - Window & Door  

Replacement 
Tex Ceiling Fix

FREE ESTIMATES

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

PUT OUR  
CLASSIFIEDS TO 
WORK FOR YOU

Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers and Ranchers.     

Churches or organizations 
can participate by collecting 
monetary donations so they 
can buy food, or donate 
trimmings, or however you 
choose to help. Any food left 
over will be donated directly 
to The Hope Center – so 
there’s no such thing as too 
much – if you decide you’d 
rather make a monetary do-
nation to cover a meal, or 
any amount, please make 
checks payable to the “No 
Hunger Holiday”.   

In general numbers, the 
turkey is around $15, and 
each completed meal is 
about $40.  If you’d like to 
be included on the email up-
dates we send out, please 
send your email address to 
me at dkorte@dormanpro-
ducts.com, and he will 
gladly add you to the list – 
and keep you in the loop.   

If you’d like to mail a 
check, please make the 
check out to “No Hunger 
Holiday”, and mail to 
Knights of Columbus, c/o 
Doug Korte, 13064 Pike 
403, Bowling Green, MO 
63334.  ReMax and Bibb-
Veach Funeral Homes in 
Bowling Green has vol-
unteered to be central collec-
tion points, again this year.  
Any time between now and 
Nov. 21 you can drop off do-
nations of any kind. For 
churches doing their own 
collection of food or dona-
tions, that would like them 
to pick them up - they will 
make any arrangements nec-
essary. The members will be 
sorting the food, packing up 
the boxes, and distributing to 
families from the St. Clem-
ent KC Hall, Nov. 25, the 
Tuesday before Thanksgiv-
ing.   

The theory behind the 
No-Hunger Holiday, is that 
we may not be able to end all 
hunger – but it is within our 
power to ensure that our 
neighbors are fed on this 
holiday, in our own com-
munity.  They ask that you 
please support the effort to 
feed families in need during 
this season of Thanksgiving.  

HUNGER 
Continued from front page

ACCEPTING BIDS 

The Pike County Commission is 
now accepting bids to resurface the 
Courthouse and Sheriff’s Depart-
ment parking lots. Deadline for sub-
mitting bids is Oct. 16 at 10 a.m., at 
the Pike County Clerk’s Office.

MOBILE HOMES

WE WELCOME 
YOUR  

LOCAL NEWS

HELP WANTED

NO HUNTING

SERVICES

SERVICES
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National 4-H Week
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My name is Avery Lovell, and I am a proud member of the Hartford Go-Getters 4-H Club. 
This is my 10th year in 4-H, and I currently serve as the club president. One of my highlights 
this year was being crowned Senior Pike County Fair Youth Royalty. Some of the projects I en-
joyed most this year include sewing, arts and crafts, photography, and scrapbooking. I was hon-
ored to have several of my projects selected to go to the State Fair. 4-H has given me countless 
opportunities to develop valuable skills and friendships. If you are looking for a club to join, I 
encourage you to come check out ours—you won’t regret it!My name is Ary Lovell, and I am 
also a member of the Hartford Go-Getters 4-H Club. This is my 5th year in 4-H. One of my high-
lights this year was being crowned Junior Pike County Fair Youth Royalty. I loved representing 
my club and county during Fair Week, and I also enjoyed working on projects in sewing, arts 
and crafts, and foods. 4-H is such a fun organization where you get to try new things, learn new 
skills, and share experiences with other members. 

John Hassett 
Murray 

John Hassett Murray of 
Louisiana, a beloved father 
and grandfather, suffered a 
heart attack and died at 
home on Monday, Sept. 22, 
2025 at 81 following the fu-
neral of his beloved wife, 
Dorothy “Dottie” Brown. 

The funeral will be at 11 
a.m., Monday, Oct. 13 at St 
Joseph Catholic Church in 
Louisiana,p. Fr. Henry Uss-
her officiating. 

Visitation will be held 
from 10 an.m., until time of 
service at the church. 

A celebration of life will 
be held at 1:30 p.m., at the 
Seton Center following bu-
rial at St. Joseph's Cemetery. 

John was born Jan. 26, 
1944 to Hugh and Jane Mur-
ray and raised in Centralia, 
Ill., where he attended St. 
Mary’s School; he gradu-
ated from secondary school 
at Cascia Hall in Tulsa, 
Okla. He attended Villanova 
University for two years and 
then enlisted in the United 

States Air Force where he 
was stationed at Wiesbaden, 
Germany for four years as-
signed to systems analysis. 
He traveled on temporary 
duty to far flung Air Force 
bases to solve systems prob-
lems. 

Following his military 
service, he pursued a career 
in systems in Massachusetts 
for Dunkin Donuts and later 
finished his BA at St. Louis 
University. He was in sys-
tems and sales for All Parts 
Co., in St. Louis. 

He moved to Louisiana 
some decades ago where he 
has for decades been a pillar 
of the recovery community 
in the surrounding area pro-
viding mentoring to many 
over years. He brought long 
years of experience in re-
covery to those in the area. 
He carried the message to 
the still suffering and helped 
many to a new life free of al-
coholism and drug abuse. 

During this time, he met 
and married his dear love, 
Dottie. Their devotion to 
one another could having 
only been captured in a son-
net by Shakespeare or, if 
you were fortunate, a mo-
ment in their presence. 

John was kind, witty, 
thoughtful and loved all of 
his large family and many 
friends. 

He is survived by two 
children, Denise Fanucchi 
of San Antonio, Texas,and 
John Murray of Abington, 
Mass., and their spouses, 
Zach and Lisa, as well as 
four grandchildren, Joseph 
and Jett Fanucchi, and 
Ophelia and Augustus Mur-
ray. John had a fatherly af-
fection as well for Dottie’s 
children, Pennye, Ted and 
wife, Lori, Stacy and hus-
band, Mike, Tim and wife, 
Tracy, and Lisa, as well as 
her children, Cindy, Steve, 
Jeff, and Chris, who de-
parted this world much too 
soon. Dottie’s numerous 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren were cher-
ished as if they were his 
own. 

Flowers for services or if 
preferred donations in lieu 
of flowers may be made in 
John’s memory to Harris 
House in St. Charles. 

Sherry Lee Will 
After a courageous battle 

with cancer, Sherry Lee Will 
died Saturday, Sept. 23, 
2025, in Vandalia sur-
rounded by family. 

Sherry was born Nov. 20, 
1975, in Columbus, Wis., to 
Daniel Will and Carol Eng-
strom Arden. Due to a mili-
tary family, Sherry was 
raised in numerous towns 
and states, with West Hope, 
N.D., and Harlingen, Texas 
being a few. 

After living in Texas for a 
few years as an adult, Sherry 
moved to Colorado, the 
spring of 2000, making 
Longmont her home. She 
worked as a nurses aide and 

a bartender for many years. 
Sherry went to college and 
became a licensed Estheti-
cian. She wanted so much 
more from life. She had big 
dreams and aspirations. She 
created Bougie Blaze Can-
dles and started a spa. 
Sherry was loved by so 
many people. She didn't 
know a stranger. Her smile 
would light up a dark room. 

Her hobbies were making 
candles/waxes, photogra-
phy, and spending time with 
her kids, grandchildren, and 
friends. Sherry absolutely 
loved her kids and grand-
children. 

Sherry was survived by 
her mother, Carol Arden and 
husband, John of West Hope 
N.D.; step-mother, Toni Will 
of Columbus Neb.; brothers, 
Kyle Will and wife, Amanda 
of Bellevue Neb., Keith Will 
and wife, Heather of Glenn-
wood, Iowa; a sister, Dana 
Dyke and husband, Robert 
of Vandalia; sons, Cipriano 
Gonzales and wife, Jessica 
of Longmont, Colo., An-
drew Gonzales and wife, 
Melissa of Pueblo, Colo.; a 
daughter, McKayla Tole and 
husband, Chris of Nocona, 
Texas; grandchildren, 

Olivia, Skylar, Octavia, Isa-
belle, Winter, and another 
one on the way; along with 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
aunts and uncles. 

Preceding her in death 
were her father, Daniel Will; 
maternal grandparents, Mil-
ton and Cecilia Engstrom; 
and paternal grandparents, 
Merlin and Hazel Will. 

There will not be a fu-
neral for Sherry, but a Cele-
bration of Life in Longmont, 
Colo., to be announced at a 
later time. 

Cremation rites were 
handled by Bibb-Veach Fu-
neral Homes and Crematory 
in Bowling Green. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bibbveach. 
com.

Obituaries 
Continued From Page 4

WE WELCOME 
YOUR 

LOCAL NEWS

Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to: peoplestri-
bune@sbcglobal.net

On Oct. 14: American 
Red Cross blood drive, 12:30-
5:30 p.m., First Christian 
Church Fellowship Hall, Lou-
isiana, 517 S. Carolina.

Bowling Green 
324-2211  

 Silex  
384-5555 

Bowling 
Green 

Lumber  
700 W. Champ Clark 
Bowling Green 

324-5400

Haden’s  
Motorsports 

Center  
6187 Hwy. 61 N. 
Frankford 

784-2559

Niemeyer 
Family 
Farms  

208 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. 
Bowling Green 

324-5424

Hickerson 
Shoe  

Repair  
116 N. Court 
Bowling Green 

324-3688
Perkins 

Electrical 
Service  

819 Bus. Hwy. 61 N. 
Bowling Green 

324-5366

Dempsey 
Construction 

Co.  
Robert Dempsey 
Curryville 
470-0311

Young 
Enterprises  

Hwy. 161 
New Hartford 

669-5225

Malinmor 
Hunt 
Club  

22330 Hwy. WW 
Bowling Green 

324-3366

Meyer 
Implement 

Co.  
Bus. Hwy. 61 N. 
Bowling Green 

324-5261

Pike County 
Health Dept., 

Home Health & 
Hospice 

#1 Healthcare Place 
Bowling Green 
324-2111

Poage 
Ford  

1110 S. Bus. Hwy. 61 
Bowling Green 

324-5130

Woods 
Smoked 
Meats  

Bus. Hwy. 54 
Bowling Green 

324-2247

Magruder 
Limestone 

Co.  
Frankford, Silex,  
Foley, Ashley 

636-528-4180

Center 
Locker  
Service  

107 S. Public St. 
Center 

267-3343

Eastern 
MO 

Livestock  
16367 Bus. Hwy. 61 
Bowling Green 

324-2295
People’s 
Bank & 
Trust  

3308 Georgia St. 
Louisiana 

754-6253

Orf 
Construction 

Inc.  
15181 Pike 313 
Bowling Green 

324-3552

Lynn’s 
Heritage 
House  

800 Kelly Lane 
Louisiana 

754-4020

State Rep. 
Chad 

Perkins  
Paid for by Commit-
tee to elect Chad 
Perkins - Letha  
Ingram, Treasurer

Celebrating National 4-H 
Week: Pike County 4-H 
Youth Are “Beyond 
Ready”National 4-H Week 
will be celebrated Oct. 5–11, 
and this year’s theme, “Bey-
ond Ready,” highlights how 
4-H equips young people 
with the skills, confidence, 
and experiences they need 
for the future.  

From leadership and 
communication to hands-on 
project work, 4-H members 
are developing qualities that 
will serve them long after 
their years in the program.4-
H is the nation’s largest 
youth development pro-
gram, offered locally 
through the University of 
Missouri Extension in Pike 
County. It is open to youth 
ages 8–18, with introductory 
opportunities for ages 5–7 
through Clover Kids. 
Through the guidance of 
caring adult mentors, 4-H 
connects youth with projects 
and experiences that foster 
leadership, communication, 
and life skills—helping 
them be beyond ready for 
whatever comes next. Pike 
County 4-H is home to five 
clubs and over 200 youth 
members, with countless 

projects and opportunities 
for learning and leadership 
each year. 4-H opportunities 
go far beyond showing live-
stock—youth explore 
STEM, civic engagement, 
community service, the arts, 
and more. Involvement also 
opens doors to regional, 
state, and national experi-
ences where members can 
grow, compete, and connect 
with others across Missouri 
and beyond. Enrollment for 
the new 4-H year opened 
Oct.1—contact the Exten-
sion Office or visit the Pike 
County 4-H website for 
more information on how to 
join. 

Pike County 4-H is al-
ways looking for caring 
adults who want to make a 
difference. You don’t have 
to be an expert in agricul-
ture—skills like cooking, 
woodworking, photography, 
sewing, STEM, public 
speaking, and so much more 
can spark learning for 4-H 
youth. Whether you’d like to 
lead a project, help at 
events, or simply share a 
passion, there’s a place for 
you in 4-H. Contact the Ex-
tension Office to learn more 
and sign up.

National 4-H Week  
Is Oct. 5-11

Brought To You By These 
Proud Supporters

My name is Addy Becker and I am a 
member of the Hartford Go-Getters 4-H club.  
I have been a member for three years. My fa-
vorite thing to do in 4-H is showing my sheep. 
Showing and caring for my sheep has taught 
me the value of hard work and being respon-
sible. It takes months of teaching them to lead, 
putting the correct amount and type of feed in 
the animal, and planning out your breeding 
just right so you can lamb at the correct time. 
I learn something new each year and can’t 
wait to learn more and grow my knowledge 
in sheep and market lambs.  

My name is Jefferson Davis, and I’m a member 
of the Busy Bee Hustlers 4-H Club. I was in 
Clover Kids for two years, and just finished my 
first year as a 4-H member. I joined because I like 
showing animals—especially chickens—and with 
a little push from my parents. Through 4-H, I’ve 
learned how to take care of poultry and even how 
to use a sewing machine. This year my projects 
included meat birds, polish, mille fleur d’Uccle, 
speckled sussex breeding birds, showing dogs and 
horses, canning, sewing, bacon slabs, arts and 
crafts, and breads. My favorite accomplishment 
so far has been making the sale at the county fair 
with my meat chickens. I think 4-H makes a dif-
ference because it helps kids learn new things, 
create projects, and even earn money. I would en-
courage other kids to join 4-H so they can make 
friends, play games, learn about the community, 
and try new opportunities.
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Van-Far Class Of ‘75 Holds Reunion 
The Van-Far High School Class of 1975 held its 50th class reunion on Friday, 

Sept. 26 at The Junction Restaurant near Perry.  Thirty-eight class members, plus 
two retired teachers, attended the event. The class also had a float in the Prairie 
Days Parade Saturday, Sept. 27 and toured Van-Far High School later that day.  
Pictured, front row, (l-r): Stuart Smith, Daniel Cordry, Bill Nation, Mike West, former 
teacher Don Stone, class sponsor and former teacher Ruth Miller, Teena Powell 
Fenley, and Karen Traynor Ankrom. Second row: Susie Moore DeVault, Daffany 
Null Hood, Dale Fischer, Jeannie Stone Spires, Ruth Etta Seeley Williams, Laura 
McBride Martin, Barb Peery Taylor, Jeannie Nolan Breneman, Sherri Basinger 
Allen, Barbara Hassien Branstetter, Brenda Nolan Johnson, Marilyn Wallace Bas-
inger, Leslie Moles Sattler, Carl Nutt, Gary Giltner, Jeff Guinn, Thom Spradling, 
and Tim Crow. Third row: John Allen, Roy Butts, Chris Terry, Lawrence Stapleton, 
Boyce Branstetter, Melvin Dempsey, Gary Motley, Kevin Cockrell, Ron Pritchett, 
Bruce Carlson, Larry Butler, Lee Moles, David Hopke, and Chris Hesse.

Pictured is the finished mural at the corner of Hwy. 54 and Main Street in Van-
dalia.

trade, a place to buy the ar-
ticles needed for household 
and business and a place to 
visit and learn all the latest 
happenings. 

At the heart of it all, our 
American flag waves 
proudly, reminding us that 
Our Land, Our Labor, and 
Our Liberty are bound to-
gether.Sheri Lewis Grote -- 

the lady that has the awe-
some talent to bring a barren 
wall to an amazing reality - 
we can't thank you enough. 
You have enabled us to 
leave a memorable tribute 
from those of Vandalia's 
past - to those of the future. 

Sheri, you make your 
family, old and new friends, 

very proud. 
Thank You. 
Once we had established 

the theme of the murals, we 
were on a mission to find 
the photos in the museum to 
give inspiration to Sheri. 
She started sketching, eras-
ing, starting over, phone 

calls, meetings, emails and 
text messages. You can't 
imagine the time that goes 
into getting such a master-
piece of art come to life. 
There on the table are the 
pictures that Sheri used to 
make the second mural a re-
ality. 

 
Please take a moment be-

fore you leave to look at 
them and compare them to 
the end product. 

The mural's central focus 
is Vandalia's windmill water 
tower, which once stood on 
the north side of the railroad 
tracks on Main Street. Built 
in 1884, the tower became a 
landmark. During its con-
struction, coal was discov-
ered at 57 feet below ground 
level which led to the coal 
mining industry in Vandalia. 

The windmill water tower 
was used to fill livestock 
water tanks on Main Street. 
On May 27, 1896, the tower 
was lost to a cyclone (or a 
tornado as it is called today) 
but it still remains a proud 
symbol of our town's resil-
ience. 

We would like to extend 
an invitation to each of you 
to enjoy the many Prairie 
Day festivities that are of-
fered throughout the day 
and evening. Take a step 
back into time to relax, visit 
with friends you haven't 
seen a while, reminisce 
about days gone by and 
enjoy the food and drink 
available. 

Take time to stop at the 
Vandalia Historical Society 

Museum as Sheri will be 
signing postcards featuring 
the mural in the Charlene 
Teague Genealogy Library 
portion of the museum. 

Sheri will be happy to an-
swer any questions. 

From the Members of the 
Vandalia Historical Society, 
we would like to invite you 
to take part in preserving 

Vandalia's heritage and be-
come a member of the Soci-
ety or volunteering to help 
out at the museum. 

 
Thank you again for at-

tending this ceremony. You 
are truly what makes Van-
dalia a special town. 

The new mural pays tribute to the J.K. Smith Flour Company in Vandalia.

One corner of the new mural tells of Vandalia’s first public water well built in 
1884. It was destroyed by a tornado on May 27, 1896.

MURAL 
Continued from front page

Time To Take Plants Indoors
As frost approaches, gar-

deners are tempted to dig up 
plants and place them in 
pots for use indoors. Too 
often, the results are dis-
appointing as plants that 
flourished in the garden will 
drop leaves and stop flower-
ing when indoors, said Uni-
versity of Missouri 
Extension horticulture spe-
cialist David Trinklein. 

Saving an attractive plant 
is tempting, but consider 
several points before at-
tempting to do so, Trinklein 
said. First, is there a suitable 
location in the home for the 
plant? Does the plant have 
sentimental value? Is it rare 
or expensive? Is it free of 
insects and diseases? 

If the answer to these 
questions is “yes,” then your 
time and effort moving the 
plant might be worth it, he 
said. 

 
On the other hand, if 

these are some of your rea-
sons for saving a plant, you 
might want to reconsider: 
The plant is too attractive to 
let it freeze. You need a col-
orful plant in your home. 
You want to save it for next 
spring and plant it outdoors 
again. You want to give the 
plant to a friend as a gift. 

“The fact is that many 
garden plants do not make 
good houseplants in any in-
door location,” Trinklein 
said. Common garden an-
nuals such as marigold, zin-
nia, celosia, and flowering 
vinca are all true annuals. 
They will not thrive indoors 
because the light is too poor, 
the night temperature is too 
high and the relative humid-

ity is too low. 
Flowering plants that are 

indoors, particularly those 
from the garden, need bright 
light in winter regardless of 
their light preference out-
doors. Short winter days 
coupled with the poor light 
typical of most interior set-
tings will prevent most an-
nual garden plants from 
flourishing. 

Supplemental (artificial) 
light is beneficial, but it will 
have its greatest impact if 
placed over plants growing 
with good light from a 
sunny window. 

Night temperatures close 
to 60 degrees Fahrenheit 
promote the best plant 
growth. Most homes have 
their thermostats set higher 
than 60. 

For those determined to 
save garden plants, Trin-
klein offers these sugges-
tions: 

Lift the plant carefully 
from the soil and place it in 
a large pot. Plants may look 
small outdoors, but the 
complete root system may 
require a larger pot than you 
expect. The root system of 
that seemingly little plant in 
the garden might need an 8-
inch pot. 

Maintain a ball of undis-
turbed soil and roots as 

much as possible. Some 
root pruning along the sides 
of the soil ball usually is in-
evitable. But the more roots 
that are pruned off, the 
greater the shock to the 
plant. 

Situate the plant in the 
pot at about the same depth 
it was growing in the gar-
den. Fill around the existing 
root ball with a peat-lite pot-
ting mix. If there is no im-
mediate danger of frost, 
keep the newly potted plant 
outdoors in the shade for a 
week or two to become ad-
justed to growing in a con-
tainer. If the weather is cold, 
bring the newly potted plant 
into a cool room and place it 
by a bright window. For the 
first few days, cover the 
plant loosely with a plastic 
bag to increase the humidity 
around its leaves. 

 
Gardeners who simply 

want to save a few garden 
plants for the next growing 
season may prefer taking 
cuttings, which require less 
space. Begonia, impatiens 
and geranium root readily 
from cuttings taken in the 
fall.

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

One-Pot Fall Meals Bring Comfort,  
Flavor And Dairy To The Table

As cooler weather sets in 
and busy fall schedules take 
over, families are turning to 
one-pot meals for quick, 
comforting dinners. These 
dishes offer the perfect bal-
ance of flavor, nutrition and 
convenience — and dairy 
products play a starring role. 

“One-pot meals are ideal 
for busy families because 
they save time in the kitchen 
and cut down on dishes,” 
said Jessica Kassel, reg-
istered dietitian and nu-
trition educator with St. 
Louis District Dairy Coun-
cil. “Adding milk, cheese or 
yogurt not only boosts fla-
vor and creaminess but also 
provides protein, calcium 
and vitamin D.” 

Popular one-pot dishes 
featuring dairy include 
white chicken chili made 
with Greek yogurt, cheesy 
chicken and rice skillets 

with vegetables, creamy to-
mato basil tortellini soup, 
loaded potato and broccoli 
soup, and classic beef stro-
ganoff finished with sour 
cream. These meals high-
light how dairy adds rich-
ness and flavor while 
pairing easily with fall pro-
duce. 

Nutrition experts note 
that dairy adds more than 
taste. It provides high-qual-
ity protein to support growth 
and muscle repair, calcium 
and vitamin D for strong 
bones, and B vitamins for 
energy metabolism. Dairy 
foods also contain potas-
sium, which helps with 
maintaining healthy blood 
pressure. 

Planning ahead can make 
one-pot meals even more 
convenient. Families can 
double recipes, portion out 
leftovers and freeze them 

for later, creating a ready-
made meal on nights when 
time is short. Batch-cooking 
soups, stews or casseroles 
ensures that comfort food is 
always within reach without 
the extra work. 

In addition to the nu-
trition benefits, gathering 
around the table for a warm, 
home-cooked meal has last-
ing value. Research shows 
that family meals support 
healthier eating habits, im-
prove communication, and 
build stronger personal (or 
social) connections. One-
pot dishes make it easier for 
families to share this time 
together, even on busy wee-
knights. 

“Meals that include dairy 
bring comfort and nutrition 
to the table,” Kassel said. 
“They’re a simple way to 
keep families fueled during 
the busy fall season.” 

Visit www.stldairycoun-
cil.org for more information 
on the health benefits of 
dairy. You may also contact 
Jessica Kassel at 314-835-
9668 or jkassel@stldairy-
council.org. Follow St. 
Louis District Dairy Council 
on Facebook and Instagram 
at STLDairyCouncil. 

St. Louis District Dairy 
Council, a nonprofit nu-
trition education organiza-
tion funded by local dairy 
farmers, serves 131 counties 
in central/southern Illinois 
and eastern Missouri. 

 
One-pot meals make 

busy weeknights easier, and 
this White Chicken Chili is 
a hearty favorite that comes 
together quickly. Packed 
with lean protein, creamy 
Greek yogurt, and plenty of 
flavor, it’s a comforting dish 
the whole family will love. 
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