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Pictured is Vandalia Fire Protection District/Vandalia Fire Department Chief 
Brandon Straube is pictured addressing the Vandalia City Council at its regular 
meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 12. 

Photos by Nancy Case

Editor’s note: This story 
is the first in a series by con-
tributing writer Brent 
Engel. 

A century ago, Pike 
County had an archaeologi-
cal tale that would have 
piqued Indiana Jones. 

St. Louis excavator R.D. 
Burchard claimed in No-
vember 1925 that he had 
discovered the ruins of an 
ancient race of pygmies 
who lived 20,000 years ago 
near what would become 
Bowling Green. 

The outrageous tale had 
some elements of fact, but 
there were also pieces that 
sounded more like a fic-
tional movie script. 

Burchard announced 
he’d found 43 rooms and 
seven connecting passage-
ways 65 feet underground 
while digging for Native 
American treasure on the 
Merle Baker farm a mile 
north of Bowling Green. 
National attention ensued. 

 
“Burchard has staked his 

life savings on the belief 
that he is on the verge of a 
discovery that will stagger 
the world,” the Kansas City 
Times reported. 

The diggers “hope to find 
gold, pottery and possibly 
mummies or skeletons of 
the city’s ancient inhabi-
tants,” the San Antonio 

Light said. 
The Louisiana Press-

Journal jokingly went along 
with the hoopla, dubbing 
the find “Pike County’s Val-
ley of the Kings” in refer-
ence to the tombs of 
Egyptian rulers near the 
Nile River. 

The Bowling Green 
Times was more skeptical, 
saying “we wish we could 
find an ancient city or some-
thing else in or near this 
place to assist in the pro-
gress of our city,” but “we 
do not believe that a news-
paper should assist in pro-
moting any proposition 
unless it is reasonably sure 
of the success of that ven-
ture.” 

Burchard could sound 
plausible one moment and 
preposterous the next. If he 
had a degree or extensive 
experience, it wasn’t re-
vealed. 

The digger told reporters 
he’d learned about the site 
from a mysterious Spanish 
man who had heard the bu-
ried treasure story from an 
unidentified Indian. He 
found the location with the 
help of a divining rod, and 
the entrance apparently was 
marked by a rock in the 
shape of a horse’s head. 

A chain-like rod that the 
Press-Journal said was “as 
sensitive as a blushing deb-

utante” was placed at the 
entrance of the six-foot-
wide shaft. In it, Burchard 
said he found a concrete-
like material, soil anomalies 
and walls that appeared to 
have been “tamped into po-
sition” by “human hands.” 

The Quincy Daily Herald 
said a piece of leather, a 
splinter of wood and several 
other objects were found. 
The walls would give back 
“a hollow sound” when 
struck with metal tools. 

“The ‘divining rod’ — a 
strange and almost uncanny 
instrument for locating gold, 
silver or copper — points 
the way to the buried treas-
ure just as the faithful com-
pass brought Columbus 
safely through unchartered 
seas,” the Press-Journal of-
fered. 

There was one bit of 
comfort for local residents 
concerned about the big dig. 
At the outset, at least, Bur-
chard was financing the op-
eration himself at a cost of 
about $20,000 – more than 
$350,000 today. 

Soon, however, requests 
for financial help would be 
outweighed only by 
doubters who thought the 
whole thing was a dirty 
boondoggle. 

 
Next time: Scientists 

weigh in. 

Vandalia City Council Approves 
Sale Of Building To Fire District

With standing room only, 
the Vandalia City Council 
held its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, Nov. 12, at the 
Lange Building. 

Following roll call with 
all council members pres-
ent, the Pledge of Alle-
giance, and approval of 
expenditures. Afterwards, 
the floor was opened to 
those wishing to speak on 
behalf of the newly formed 
Van-Far Fire Protection Dis-
trict. 

The District was ap-
proved by voters at the 
Tuesday, Aug. 5, election. 
The matter before the coun-
cil concerned buying the 
fire station building for $1, 
purchasing the trucks and 
equipment for $1, and trans-
ferring $70,000 to the Dis-
trict. The $70,000 has been 
held in a City of Vandalia 
account intended for adding 
a training room to the Van-
dalia fire station. This issue 
was previously discussed at 
the October meeting and 
was tabled at that time. 

Heather Williams of 
Farber was the first to speak 
during public comment.  

“I feel strongly that the 
City of Vandalia should sup-
port the Fire District with 
the transfer of all physical 
and financial assets to the 
Van-Far Fire Protection Dis-
trict," she told the council. 
"The City of Farber and the 
Rural Board have already 
pledged their support of all 
physical and financial as-
sets. Transfer of assets will 
only continue to benefit the 
community.” 

Following Williams, 
Vandalia resident Denise 
Chamberlin addressed the 
council.  

“On Aug. 5, a special 
election was held in the City 
of Vandalia," Chamberlin 
said in part. "Voters were 
presented with a proposition 
to consolidate Vandalia and 
Farber Fire Departments 

into a single fire district. 
The voters approved that 
proposition, and the citizens 
made their decision. 

“At the October meeting, 
it is my understanding the 
city administrator presented 
a recommendation for the 
council to approve the trans-
fer of equipment and funds 
related to this consolidation, 
as well as the building. The 
city council chose to not ap-
prove the recommendation. 
That decision was not only 
disappointing, it was unac-
ceptable. The voters spoke 
clearly. While each council 
member may have personal 
opinions, your responsibil-
ity is to represent the will of 
the citizens who elected 
you. 

“The item on tonight’s 
agenda should be ap-
proved—fully, cleanly, and 
without unnecessary strings 
attached. It aligns with the 
will of the voters, and it 
honors the people who serve 
this community daily.” 

Fire Chief of the Van-Far 
Fire Protection District/Van-
dalia Fire Department Bran-
don Straube was the final 
speaker. He noted, “The 
current fire station was con-
structed in 1994 with the in-
tention of serving the entire 
Vandalia area—not only 
properties within the city 
limits, but the broader com-
munity as a whole. Much of 
the interior work at that time 

was completed through the 
volunteered labor of our 
firefighters, who donated 
their time, skills, and re-
sources to finish the build-
ing. Since its completion, 
our firefighters have con-
tinued to volunteer their 
time and expertise to per-
form nearly all repairs and 
maintenance on the facility, 
helping the city save tax-
payer funds over the years. 

“The City’s capital im-
provement funds for the fire 
department were originally 
established with the goal of 
adding a training center to 
the fire station, with an ini-
tial amount of approx-
imately $40,000. Over time, 
that fund has been carefully 
maintained and occasionally 
supplemented, as the de-
partment has consistently 
practiced fiscal responsibil-
ity—spending only when 
necessary and striving to 
save taxpayers money whe-
never possible.” 

Following Straube’s re-
marks, the council voted 
unanimously to approve 
paying the City of Vandalia 
$1 for the building and $1 
for the trucks and equip-
ment. 

The transfer of the 
$70,000 was tabled until the 
December meeting on Tues-
day, Dec. 9, at the Lange 
Building, due to remaining 
tasks required before ap-
proval.

Pictured are members of the Vandalia City Council, 
from left: Larry Shaw, Kevin Motley, Christy Lowrance, 
Mayor Ralph Kuda, Janet Turner, John Weiser, and 
David Crow during the discussion on the fire depart-
ment sale of building and equipment, and trucks.

Free Variety Show Is 
Nov. 29 In Clarksville

A wealth of talent is tak-
ing the stage in Clarksville, 
and it won’t cost you a 
dime. 

The Changelings theater 
troupe of Raintree Arts 
Council is offering a dozen 
acts as part of its annual Va-
riety Show at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 29, at The 
Apple Shed in Clarksville. 

Doors open at 6, and 
there is no admission 
charge. Changelings Direc-
tor Mary Lang Fournier 
promises an entertaining 
evening. 

“The range of talent is 
amazing!” she said. “It’s 
what makes this so fun. 
Most productions have one 
director and a theme. For 
this, everyone is allowed 
creative license.” 

Donna Grote is a long-
time performer in Change-
lings shows. She plans to 
sing the humorous 1991 
song “Men” by the Forester 
Sisters. One verse reads 
“They buy you dinner, open 
your door; other than that, 
what are they good for?” 

“Variety shows are fun 
because you can do any type 
of performance that you 
want,” Grote said. “And va-
riety is the spice of life!” 

Fournier likes the idea of 
occasionally offering a non-
admission show. 

“So often, we have big 
production costs that we 
need to cover and we have 
to charge admission so we 
don’t land in jail,” she said. 
“That excludes some folks 
from the fun. Costs are min-

imal for a variety show, and 
so we’re able to offer the 
fun to everyone.” 

Last-minute performers 
will be considered, but 
Fournier warns people need 
to contact her so she can 
“make sure they’ve re-
hearsed and have a clear vi-
sion before they are given a 
slot.” She can be reached at 
817-300-9796. 

  Shows at The Apple 
Shed date to 1979, when the 
Mallin family donated the 
former fruit processing fa-
cility and warehouse to the 
non-profit Raintree for use 
as a community and cultural 
center. Patrons could 
usually count on at least one 
big performance every 
summer, but by 2012 pro-
ductions were limited. 

Fournier her husband, 
Ricky, revived the venue’s 

thespian tradition in 2018. 
Since then, audiences have 
been treated to plays such as 
“The Last Romance,” 
“Murder Mystery Wedding” 
and “The War of the 
Worlds.” Musicals have in-
cluded “Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” “9 to 5,” “Willie 
Wonka” and “The Addams 
Family.” The troupe has 
even staged outdoor Shake-
spearean productions such 
as “Romeo and Juliet” and 
“Comedy of Errers.” 

The Shed also hosts com-
munity festivals, weddings 
and other artistic perform-
ances by outside groups.  

“Theater is an inclusive 
art form, and we’re looking 
forward to seeing ALL of 
our friends and neighbors at 
the Variety Show,” Fourier 
said. “Come and join the 
fun!” 

Donna Grote will be one of the performers when 
The Changelings theater troupe presents “Variety 
Show” at 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 29, at The Apple Shed 
in Clarksville. There is no admission charge.

The Lost City Of Pygmies

Van-Far Indians Win District Title 
The Van-Far Indians traveled to Grandview High School on Friday, Nov. 14 to 

play in the district championship game. The Indians were victorious by a score of 
22-18. The Indians will play at home on Saturday, Nov. 22 at 1 p.m., in quarterfinal 
play against Hayti. More photos available on our Facebook page. Article may be 
found on page 7 of today’s Tribune. 

Trib photo by Kimberly Chandler

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
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Harrison Whitaker, 27, is 
on a Jeopardy hot streak and 
he has local roots.  

Whitaker is the son of 
Todd and Beth McCune Whi-
taker, both faculty members 
at the University of Missouri. 
He is the grandson of Char-
lene McCune of Bowling 
Green. 

Beth is a Bowling Green 
native, connecting Harrison 
to our area through his par-
ents and grandparents. 

A Terre Haute, Ind., native, 
Whitaker studied at NYU and 
Columbia before completing 
a PhD in Film and Screen 
Studies at the University of 
Cambridge. He now works in 
the U.K. as a researcher and 
has deep quiz-bowl creden-

tials, including captaining 
Cambridge’s Darwin College 
on University Challenge and 
contributing questions to the 
program. 

On Jeopardy, Whitaker 
ended a four-game streak by 
another contestant on Nov. 11 
and, through Nov. 14, had 
four wins and $116,600 in 
earnings, with additional 
games airing after that date. 

The Whitaker family is 
well known in education cir-

cles. Todd Whitaker is a re-
search professor at MU and a 
nationally recognized author 
and speaker on school leader-
ship, and Beth McCune Whi-
taker is a professor in MU’s 
Department of Educational 
Leadership and Policy Anal-
ysis and a past recipient of the 
Kemper Fellowship for 
Teaching Excellence. 

Keep an eye on upcoming 
episodes as Harrison con-
tinues his run.

Jeopardy Champ With Bowing Green Ties: 
Meet Harrison Whitaker

Bailey Bags 13-Pointer 
Ryan Bailey of Curryville is pictured with his 13-

point buck he shot during opening weekend of fire-
arms season. The buck measured 174 4/8 inches.

Harrison Whitaker
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Pictured are Rotarians Linda Beer, Sherry McCarty  and Brittany Taylor with 
the newest additions to the bedding supplies that are stored at Speed Commerce 
awaiting delivery to homes of children who need a new bed. 

All-Parts Holds Bedding Drive In October
All-Parts, a division of 

Dorman Products that is lo-
cated on Highway UU west 
of Louisiana,  conducted a 
bedding drive in October in 
cooperation with the Lou-
isiana Rotary Club in order 
to benefit the Sleep In 
Heavenly Peace project.   

Fifteen sets of bedding 
and fifteen pillows were do-
nated to the cause by All-
Parts contributors, their 
families, and Rotarians.  

Brittany Taylor serves in 
the human resources depart-
ment at All-Parts and organ-

ized the campaign. For 
more information about do-
nating money or supplies to 
Sleep In Heavenly Peace or 
to apply for a bed, please 
contact Sherry McCarty at 
573-470-0325.   

There is a simple applica-
tion form that she can help 
complete. Each new bed 
comes with a new pillow, 
mattress, sheets, and com-
forter with no charge to the 
recipient. Sleep In Heavenly 
Peace is a non-profit organ-
ization that focuses on 
building and delivering beds 

to children who lack a safe 
and comfortable place to 
sleep.   

By providing beds, SHP 
aims to give hope and to im-
prove the quality of life for 
children in their com-
munities.   

 
Over 300,000 beds have 

been provided nationwide 
so far.    The Louisiana Ro-
tary Club partners with the 
chapter based in Liberty, Il-
linois which is one of over 
300 chapters across the 
United States.  

Rhineland Bancshares And BancStar To Merge 
Rhineland Bancshares, 

Inc, the holding company of 
Peoples Savings Bank, and 
BancStar, Inc., the holding 
company of Bank Star, have 
jointly announced recently 
the signing of a definitive 
agreement whereby Rhine-
land Bancshares, Inc., will 
acquire BancStar,  Inc.   

Following  the  closing  
of  the  transaction,  Banc-
Star,  Inc.  will  be  merged  
with  and  into Rhineland  
Bancshares,  Inc., with  
Rhineland  Bancshares,  
Inc.,  continuing  as  the  
surviving  entity.  T 

he transaction has been 
approved by the board of di-
rectors of each company 
and is expected to close in 
the first  quarter  of  2026,  
subject  to  customary  clos-
ing  conditions  including  
shareholder  and  regulatory 
approvals.   

Based on the most recent 
reported financials, the 
combined institution is ex-
pected to have approx-
imately $992 million in total 
assets and 18 banking of-
fices across Missouri. With 
the announcement, Peoples 
Savings Bank’s President & 

CEO, Mark Laune, com-
mented, “We are excited  to  
expand  our  commitment  
to  the  St.  Louis  metro  
market  through  the  merger  
of  our  two organizations.  

The team at Bank Star 
has done an excellent job 
building relationships with 
their clients and com-
munities, and it is our  plan  
to  deepen those existing 
ties.  Supporting our local 
communities remains at the 
heart of our mission, and 
this partnership with Bank 
Star is a significant mile-
stone in our journey to serve 
them better.”  

“We look forward to 
teaming up with Peoples 
Savings Bank,” said Joe 
Stewart III, President and 
CEO of Bank Star. “This 
transaction positions us for 
the future of banking. We’re 
combining the strengths of 
two well-respected organi-
zations to create new oppor-
tunities for our customers, 
employees, and the com-
munities we serve.” 

Partnering with Peoples 
Savings Bank allows us to 
continue the legacy of local 
decision making, relation-

ship banking  and  commit-
ment to  community  while  
providing  greater  access  to  
products  and services.” 
Sandberg  Phoenix  served  
as  legal  counsel  to  Rhine-
land  Bancshares,  Inc. 
Olsen  Palmer LLC  served  
as financial advisor to Banc-
Star, Inc., and Armstrong 
Teasdale LLP served as its 
legal counsel.   

About Peoples Savings 
Bank Peoples Savings 
Bank, the wholly-owned 
banking subsidiary of 
Rhineland Bancshares, Inc, 
was founded in Rhineland, 
Missouri in 1935.   

With  15 locations, 
Peoples Savings Bank’s 
commitment of  and long 
history of providing solid, 
reliable products and serv-
ices secure its future as a 
leader of independent 
banks.  

 
Based in Rhineland 

Peoples Savings Bank has 
$801 million in total assets 
when including their re-
cently-closed acquisition of 
FarmBank. For more info, 
please visit www.ourpsb. 
com.     

Public Safety Recruitment, Retention Act 
Scholarship Application Now Open For 2026-27 Academic Year

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Higher Education 
and Workforce Devel-
opment (MDHEWD) is 
pleased to announce that the 
application for Missouri's 
Public Safety Recruitment 
& Retention Act Scholar-
ship for the 2026-2027 aca-
demic year is now open.  

A key component of 
Governor Mike Kehoe’s 
Safer Missouri public safety 
initiative, the scholarship 
helps cover the cost of tu-
ition for eligible public 
safety personnel and their 
dependent children pursuing 
a qualifying license, certifi-
cation, or postsecondary de-
gree from a Missouri public 
or independent college or 
university or a Missouri De-
partment of Health and Sen-
ior Services (DHSS) 
accredited training provider. 

 
“This scholarship is an 

investment to help support 
those who have dedicated 
their lives to protecting the 
health and safety of others,” 
said Dr. Bennett Boggs, 
Commissioner of the De-
partment of Higher Educa-
tion and Workforce 
Development. “By provid-
ing an affordable pathway 
to higher education, we are 
not only fostering the 

growth and retention of 
public safety professionals 
but also strengthening the 
foundation of Missouri’s 
communities.” 

Full-time police officers, 
firefighters, paramedics, 
telecommunicator first re-
sponders, emergency medi-
cal technicians, and 
advanced emergency medi-
cal technicians with at least 
six years of service may be 
eligible to receive the schol-
arship. Additionally, the de-
pendent children of those 
with at least 10 years of 
service may also qualify. 
Applicants must also meet 
certain eligibility require-
ments, including be a Mis-
souri resident and complete 
a Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA). 

To apply, interested indi-
viduals must create an ac-
count and complete the 
application through the 
State Financial Aid Portal. 
In addition to the applica-
tion, individuals will be re-
quired to upload and submit 
documentation verifying 
employment, Missouri res-
idency, and other eligibility 
requirements. 

The scholarship applica-
tion and supporting doc-
uments must be submitted 
to MDHEWD by Dec.15, 

2025, to be considered for 
the 2026-27 school year. In-
terested individuals must 
apply for the scholarship 
each academic year to be 
considered for the award.  

This means that even if 
an individual recently com-
pleted an application for the 
2025-2026 academic year, 
they would need to com-
plete a new application to be 
considered for the 2026-
2027 school year. 

The Public Safety Re-
cruitment & Retention Act 
Scholarship is a new schol-
arship established through 
Senate Bill 71. The scholar-
ship application for the 
2025-2026 school year was 
open from Oct. 1-Nov. 5. As 
of Nov. 5, the department 
has received nearly 400 ap-
plications for review and 
consideration. 

 
For more information 

about the Public Safety Re-
cruitment & Retention Act 
Scholarship, visit the 
MDHEWD website. De-
tailed information about 
qualifying majors, eligibil-
ity requirements, applica-
tion instructions, and more 
is available in the Public 
Safety Recruitment & Re-
tention Act Scholarship 
FAQs.

Five Ways To Say No To Stress
It’s a tiny word that can 

make a big difference, says 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension assistant professor 
Karen Funkenbusch. 

Yes. 
 
It’s another little word 

that causes stress, burnout 
and exhaustion. 

Learn when to say “no” 
and when to say “yes,” says 
Funkenbusch. 

First Lady Nancy Reagan 
championed the slogan 
“Just Say No” in an antidrug 
campaign. If it were only 
that easy, there would be a 
lot less stress and pressure 
in the world, says Funken-
busch. But it’s tough to say 
no, especially if you’re a 
kind person. 

Saying yes is a learned 
response for many people. 
From an early age, we’re 
taught that saying “yes” is 
the right thing to do, 
whether at work, home or in 
the community. 

Saying no makes us un-
comfortable, and most of us 
fear rejection. But bound-
aries can reduce stress and 
create room for family, 
friends and hobbies that are 
enjoyable, she says. 

Most farm family 
members are kind – the 
backbone of the community, 
the first to offer their time, 
talent and money to any 
cause. They’re the perfect 
volunteers: dependable, 
have a good work ethic and 
bring casseroles, tools and 
equipment. And they’re 
likely exhausted. 

“Certainly, we need com-
munity volunteers and co-

workers who have a willing-
ness to share the load,” says 
Funkenbusch. “But there 
are times we need to take 
care of our own health by 
respectfully declining. 
Sometimes we need to 
shelve our guilt and put a 
protective shell around our 
physical and mental health.” 

Doing so gives us time to 
refresh and reenergize, says 
Funkenbusch. 

Here are five ways to 
“just say no” to others and 
“yes” to yourself: 

Be direct. Don’t give 
mixed signals. 

Be respectful and kind, 
always, but be firm. Try 
saying, “Thanks for think-

ing of me” or “I’d love to, 
but I have other commit-
ments.” 

Don’t feel that you must 
justify your answer. Some-
times your mom was right. 
“Well, just because.” 

Don’t say yes if it drains 
you or exhausts you. Take 
care of you first. As you’ve 
likely heard, you must take 
care of yourself to take care 
of others, Funkenbusch 
says. 

Say no to the request, not 
the person. 

Funkenbusch and MU 
Extension offer more re-
sources to strengthen your 
mental health at 
https://muext.us/SMSFF.

Clarksville VFW Attends Ceremony 
Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610 attend the 

veterans celebration breakfast and ceremony held at 
the Pike County Health Center in Bowling Green on 
Thursday, Nov. 6. They had a table that was set up 
with lots of information, service officer information, 
post and auxiliary membership applications, and raf-
fle tickets for two raffles. Attending were, from left: 
Auxiliary president, Mary McClintock Tarpein,VFW 
chaplain, Don Traynor, auxiliary treasurer, Joanne 
Hammuck, and jr. vice commander, Guy Traynor. It 
was a very inspiring event.

Dairy Foods, Fiber: Smart Pairing
November is National 

Diabetes Month — a na-
tional proclamation de-
signed to raise awareness 
and education about dia-
betes.  

In the United States, ap-
proximately 38.4 million 
people have this chronic 
disease that affects how an 
individual’s body turns food 
into energy.  

Food choices, in con-
junction with medication 
and physical activity, are 
key to managing diabetes. 
Protein-rich, low-fat dairy, 
paired with fiber-rich foods, 
can play an integral role in 
this management. 

Following a meal, the 
body’s digestive system 
breaks down carbohydrates 
— starches and natural or 
added sugars — into glu-
cose, a simple sugar that is 
the body’s preferred energy 
source. To provide the 
body’s cells with this 
energy, the pancreas pro-
duces the hormone insulin, 
which allows glucose to 
enter the body’s cells. Ho-
wever, when people have 
diabetes, they no longer 
make insulin (type 1 dia-
betes), or they make a re-
duced amount of insulin or 
do not use it efficiently 
(type 2 diabetes or gesta-
tional diabetes). The glu-
cose, or blood sugar, then 
remains in the bloodstream, 
which can lead to health 
complications. 

Protein and fiber slow 
rise of blood sugar 

While diabetes is a com-
plex and long-term disease, 
meal choices can make a 
positive impact on an indi-
vidual’s overall wellness. 
Including protein and fiber-
rich foods in every meal, for 
example, will slow the di-

gestion of carbohydrate-rich 
foods. This, in turn, helps 
slow the blood-sugar rise 
after meals and can make 
diabetes medications more 
effective. 

“Milk, cheese, yogurt 
and cottage cheese provide 
quality protein, healthy fats 
and varying amounts of car-
bohydrates,” said Jessica 
Kassel, a nutrition educator 
and registered dietitian with 
St. Louis District Dairy 
Council.  

“When you combine one 
of these dairy foods with 
fiber-rich foods like non-
starchy vegetables, berries 
or whole grains, the blood-
sugar rise post-meal will 
likely slow down. For ex-
ample, a half cup of cottage 
cheese delivers 12 grams of 
protein and only six grams 
of carbohydrates. Low-fat 
dairy foods with low to no 
added sugar can be strategic 
additions to meals and 
snacks for diabetes manage-
ment and for promoting a 
sense of fullness after 
meals.” 
DAIRY PROVIDES CALCIUM 

& VITAMIN D 
Milk, yogurt and cheese 

are excellent sources of cal-
cium. Milk and some varie-
ties of yogurt and cheese are 
also fortified with vitamin 
D, which is essential for ab-
sorbing calcium in the diet. 
Both nutrients tie into insu-
lin production, and some 
studies have shown that vi-
tamin D may help reduce in-
sulin resistance in those 
with type 2 diabetes. In ad-
dition, eating yogurt regu-
larly, at least 2 cups (3 
servings) per week, may re-
duce the risk of type 2 dia-
betes according to limited 
scientific evidence, per the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-

istration. 
“According to the Di-

etary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans, calcium and vitamin D 
are nutrients of concern as 
most Americans do not con-
sume enough of these nu-
trients daily,” Kassel said. 
“Calcium and vitamin D are 
essential for bone health 
throughout our lives. Vita-
min D also supports the im-
mune system and can help 
reduce inflammation, a 
trigger of type 2 diabetes. 
Relying on dairy for these 
important nutrients is help-
ful.” 

Seek a registered dieti-
tian for nutrition counseling 

Registered dietitians are 
uniquely qualified to help 
people with their nutrition 
journey and management of 
diabetes. Dietitians provide 
individualized counseling 
tailored to one’s needs and 
goals, and work with their 
clients’ healthcare team. 

“Each person with dia-
betes will have their own 
unique response to various 
foods, food combinations 
and meal timing,” Kassel 
said. “And every day can be 
different from the last, even 
if the same foods are eaten. 
Working with a registered 
dietitian can be incredibly 
helpful in navigating dia-
betes and nutrition. Being 
proactive with meal choices 
and activity can go a long 
way toward fostering 
health.” 

Visit www.stldairycoun-
cil.org for more information 
on the health benefits of 
dairy. You may also contact 
Jessica Kassel at 314-835-
9668 or jkassel@stldairy-
council.org. Follow St. 
Louis District Dairy Coun-
cil on Facebook and Insta-
gram at STLDairyCouncil. 

THANK YOU 
We would like to thank everyone who 

helped in anyway at the barbecue fund-
raiser for the new furnace fund at the Mod-
ern Maturity Building in Vandalia. 

Special thanks to those who barbecued, 
made desserts, and attended. We apolo-
gize for the long waits.
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Pike To Pike . . .Congratulations to former Cap-
tain Bennie Church who is now pro-
moted to Chief of Police for Bowling 
Green. 

He has certainly proved himself 
capable of performing the duties 
that accompany the office. This pro-
motion is well deserved and appre-
ciated for his years of loyalty and 
achievement to Bowling 
Green. Many thanks to his 
family as well as they too, 
have sacrificed their time 
and energy to support and 
promote our amazing city. 

Thank the Lord that the 
federal government shut-
down is ending. So many 
aspects of American soci-
ety were and still are im-
pacted by this 
unnecessary political pos-
turing. The economic im-
pact reaches all the way from 
Washington DC to local com-
munities. The Congressional 
Budget Office, (CBO), estimates 
that the Gross Domestic Product 
which measures the state of the 
economy, has been reduced by 
$14-18 Billion in the 4th quarter of 
2025 alone. SNAP, formerly Food 
Stamps, amounts to about $100 bil-
lion a year or $4 billion a month to 
local communities.  

These allotments are normally 
distributed a month in advance. The 
United States Department of Agri-
culture covered October but not No-
vember. More than 2 million 
Americans are Federal civilian em-
ployees residing in every congres-
sional district across the United 
States have not received a pay-
check since October 1,2025. Yet, 
Congress-both House and Senate 
continue to get paid approximately 
$15,000 a month in salary despite 
the shutdown. So wrong! Head 
Start programs with nearly 700,000 
children and 250,000 staff across 
44 States are affected. I’m told that 

Bowling Green’s Head Start is cov-
ered through November. Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance 
Program, (LIHEAP), assists nearly 
6 million households in paying at 
this time of year heating bills. This 
lapse can result in life-threatening 
situations.  

Medicare and Medicaid serve 60 
million Americans com-
bined and 25 percent in the 
last quarter rely on this 
coverage for medical rea-
sons.  It cost nearly $170 
million in lost revenue to 
the GDP by not supporting 
small businesses to apply 
for subsidies which make 
up over 50 percent of 
America’s businesses. 
Small businesses create 
competition, which drives 
down prices, creates more 

jobs, and in turn increases wages.  
This report estimates the econ-

omy loses on average $371 million 
a month during the shutdown. 
These stats and figures are re-
ported by the National League of 
Cities for fact-checking. Look at our 
airline cancellations and delays. 

I write all this not to depress 
anyone but as I have written very 
often, Bowling Green and Pike 
County have been affected by the 
shutdown and now is a vital time to 
“love thy neighbor!” For those who 
“have,” we need to help the “have 
nots.” The Hope Center’s supplies 
have been reduced by over half at 
this time.  

NO HUNGER HOLIDAY which 
has supplied 200+ turkey dinners 
has now had so many verifiable 
requests that they have increased 
their number this year to 300. They 
had to cut it off at that number due 
to multiple pleas from across Pike 
County. Please help those less for-
tunate by donating money to No 
Hunger Holiday and/or Hope 
Center.

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

 
By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 

1-217-320-8438  
Saturday, Nov. 22, the 

Big River Band will be at 
the Pike County Senior 
Center, 220 West Adams, in 
Pittsfield, with the show 
starting at 6:30 p.m. All 
adults are welcome and a 
concession stand is provided 
to purchase goodies. There 
will be a 50/50 drawing dur-
ing the second half of the 
show. There is a wonderful 
dance floor there for people 
to dance the evening away. 
They hope to see you there. 

By the way, this is their 
last show at the Pike County 
Senior Center for 2025, and 
their next show there will be 
Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026. If 
the roads get bad due to bad 
weather, either call us at the 
number above, or check on 
Facebook under our names, 
or we might be able to put 
an announcement out on 
either WBBA or KJFM. 
Since I told you that this 
will be their last show for 
2025 at the senior center, I 
might as well tell you that 
the Band will not be playing 
at the Courtyard Cafe until 
New Year's Eve so plan to 
come then.  

A week from this Sunday, 
Nov. 30, the Detroit Chris-
tian Church will be hosting 
a Hymn Sing, which in-
cludes both Thanksgiving 
and Christmas music, from 
3-4 p.m., followed by 
cookies and hot chocolate. 
Everyone is welcome to at-
tend. We attended one of 
these, and besides being 
well attended, the congrega-
tional singing all those won-

derful precious hymns was 
just beautiful.  

Gloria Castleberry 
wanted me to put in the col-
umn that on Dec. 6, there 
will be a Meet & Greet 
Santa Claus at the New 
Salem Town Hall. There 
will be a parade at 6 p.m., 
kids' activities that start at 4 
p.m., decorate your house 
and a pie contest, and prizes. 
Anyone can join the Pie 
Contest, and the pies need to 
be at the town hall by 4:30 
p.m. The prizes to be given 
away, the winner must be 
present to win. Any ques-
tions, contact Gloria. 

Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries for the week Nov. 19-
25, 2025: 

Nov. 19 - Berlyn 
Thomas, Timothy Blacketer 

Nov. 20 - December But-
ler, Elizabeth Lipcamon, 
Kara Puterbaugh, Nicole 
Bedenbender 

Nov. 21 - Jonathan Scott 
Nov. 23 - Bobby Hutton        
Answered prayers are an-

swered in God's time, not 
ours. Try to remember that 
when you are praying for 
each other and special 
needs. 

Beware, brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an 
evil heart of unbelief in de-
parting from the living God; 
but exhort one another daily, 
while it is called "Today," 
lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of 
sin.  Hebrews 3:12-13 

Trivia answers from last 
week: 

1. How many miles long 
is the Appalachian Trail? 
(2200 miles) 

2. How many days and 
nights did Jesus fast before 
He was tempted by Satan? 
(40 days and 40 nights) 

3. How many states does 
the Appalachian Trail cross? 
(fourteen) 

4. Since Jesus was hun-
gry after having fasted all 
that time in question 2, what 
did Satan want Jesus to 
change into bread? (stones) 

Saturday, Nov. 15, the 
Detroit Christian Church 
hosted their Thanksgiving 
dinner at the Pike County 
Senior Center in Pittsfield to 

a very good crowd. The 
main meal was prepared by 
Becky and Mark Winner, 
and several ladies from the 
congregation brought in 
other dishes and desserts to 
add to the meal. Delicious. 

Singles Seniors + One is 
having their last "Meet, Eat, 
& Greet" for the year 2025 
this week. They are taking 
off the month of December 
due to all the events and 
Christmas get togethers. But 
they will be starting again in 
January. Single Seniors +  

One is a not-for-profit 
group of senior adults from 
55 years old on up that are 
single for one reason or 
another. They all meet at a 
restaurant that has been 
chosen by the two of us, and 
we make reservations on a 
date and time that is least 
busy for this restaurant.  

Everyone seems to enjoy 
getting together to eat a de-
licious meal and visit, and 
everyone is required to pay 
for their own meal and 
transportation. We have 
anywhere from 13-23 
people that attend. Both 
men and women are encour-
aged to attend. EVERYONE 
IS WELCOME.  

Call 217-285-4880 if sin-
cerely interested. 

Our Services
•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Commission Awards Contracts For Projects In N.E. District
During its regular meet-

ing on Wednesday, Nov. 5, 
the Missouri Highways and 
Transportation Commission 
awarded the following con-
tracts for diamond grinding, 
resurfacing, and seal coat 
projects in the Northeast 
District.  

A $1.1M contract was 
awarded to Emery Sapp & 
Sons, Inc., for diamond 
grinding projects in Marion 
County at the following lo-
cations: 

Missouri Route 168 - 
from 0.1 mile east of Route 
BB in Palmyra to 0.2 mile 
east of Route JJ 

Route JJ - from Missouri 
Route 168 to the end of state 
maintenance 

A $3.1M contract was 
awarded to Magruder Pav-
ing, LLC for resurfacing 
and seal coat projects in 
Lincoln and Pike counties at 
the following locations: 

Route B – Seal coat from 
U.S. Route 61 to Missouri 
Route 79 at Elsberry, in Lin-
coln County 

Route EE – Resurface 
from Route Y to Missouri 
Route 47 near Winfield, in 
Lincoln County 

Route U – Seal coat from 
Missouri Route 47 to 0.7 
mile west of U.S. Route 61 
near Moscow Mills, in Lin-

coln County 
Route W – Seal coat 

from Route B near New 
Hope to Route KK, in Lin-
coln County 

Route W – Resurface 
from Route KK to Missouri 
Route 47 near Troy, in Lin-
coln County 

Route D – Resurface 
from Missouri Route 79 to 
U.S. Route 61 in Eolia, in 
Pike County 

A $686,2275 contract 
was awarded to Magruder 
Paving, LLC for resurfacing 
eight disconnected sections 
of the U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road in Lincoln County at 
the following locations: 

U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road - from 0.10 mile east 
of U.S. Route 61 to Route 
KK 

U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road - from Route KK to 
end of state maintenance 

U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road/North Lincoln Drive - 
from 0.14 mile north of Es-
tates Drive to 0.25 mile 
north of Woods Fort Drive 

U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road/Dugan Lane - from 
0.02 mile east to 0.3 mile of 
U.S. Route 61 

U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road/Frenchmans Bluff 
Road - from 0.22 mile north 
of Missouri Route 47 to 0.6 

mile south of Dugan Lane 
U.S. Route 61 Outer 

Road/John Deere 
Drive/College Campus 
Drive - from Bueneman 
Lane to Route C 

U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road - from Route U to end 
of state maintenance 

U.S. Route 61 Outer 
Road - from John Creech 
Road to end of state mainte-
nance 

Additional information, 
regarding timelines and traf-
fic impacts will be released 
prior to the start of construc-
tion. 

For more information on 
this and other projects in 
your area, please contact 
MoDOT’s Customer Center 
toll-free at 1-888-ASK 
MODOT (275-6636). Work 
with us in the work zone! 
Please remember to obey all 
work zone signs and person-
nel.  

With an increased 
number of highway work 
zones in Missouri, we urge 
all drivers to pay attention 
every second while driving, 
especially through a work 
zone. Be informed of your 
route by checking the 
MoDOT Traveler Infor-
mation Map before you 
travel.

Registration Open For 2026 Master Gardener Online Course
Registration is open for the 

University of Missouri Exten-
sion Master Gardener online 
spring 2026 course. The 15-
week class runs Jan. 2-April 
27. 

The online core training 
course is designed to provide 
in-depth horticultural knowl-
edge, says MU Extension 
Master Gardener state coordi-
nator Debi Kelly. The course 
includes presentations and 
weekly discussion forums. 

To become an Extension 
Master Gardener, participants 
must complete the training 
and volunteer at least 30 
hours in the first year and 20 
hours per year afterward 
through MU Extension. 

Gardening is an activity 
with many rewards, Kelly 
says. “One of those rewards 
is the satisfaction of sharing 
your plant knowledge with 
others.” The Extension 
Master Gardener program 
provides in-depth horticul-
tural training to individuals 
who then help others learn 
about gardening and the envi-
ronment, she says. 

“The program’s motto, 
‘helping others learn to grow,’ 
emphasizes service to others 
as the program’s main objec-
tive,” Kelly says. 

Participants will learn 
about the mission of the Ex-
tension Master Gardener pro-

gram and gain a working 
knowledge of the fundamen-
tals of gardening and its ter-
minology, she says. The 
course provides a foundation 
in plant structure and func-
tion, soils and plant nutrition, 
plant propagation, fruits and 
vegetables, herbaceous and 
woody plants, insects plant 
diseases, landscape design, 
lawns and safe pesticides use. 

Core training is the first 
step toward Extension Master 
Gardener certification. After 
core training, participants 
complete a minimum of 30 
hours of volunteer service. 
Local coordinators help on-
line trainees find volunteer 
opportunities to meet the 
service requirement. 

Since its inception in 
2013, more than 4,800 people 
have gone through MU Ex-
tension online Master Gar-
dener training. Extension 
Master Gardener programs 
are offered in every U.S. state 
and most Canadian prov-
inces. 

Participants will receive a 
copy of the Missouri Master 
Gardener Core Manual as 
part of the registration fee, 
says Kelly. 

Register at https:// 
muext.us/MGspring26 by 
Jan. 2, 2026. For more infor-
mation, contact Kelly at kel-
lyd@missouri.edu. 

MU Extension is the link 
between the University of 
Missouri’s proven research, 
knowledge and resources and 
Missouri’s 6.2 million cit-
izens. With state and local 
partners, we deliver real-
world solutions to address our 
state’s grand challenges 
around agriculture, economic 
opportunity, educational ac-
cess and health and well-
being. Faculty and staff in 
114 counties and the city of 
St. Louis work to empower 
people, strengthen com-
munities and develop leaders. 
True to our land-grant mis-
sion, we serve Missouri and 
deliver Mizzou as we im-
prove lives and opportunities.

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

On Nov. 18: Pike County 
Demoratic Club will meet at 
6 p.m., at the Bowling 
Green Community Center, 
201 W. Locust. Pike County 
Democrat Central Commit-
tee will hold a business 
meeting following.

Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to:  
peoplestribune@ 

sbcglobal.net

We Welcome 
Your Local News

OATS Transits 
Offers Rides

OATS Transit is currently of-
fering regular transportation 
services to rural residents of any 
age.  

To schedule a ride or to in-
quire about services available in 
your area, please call the OATS 
Transit office at 660-415-0901 
or 800-654-6287.  

You can also visit our website 
at www.oatstransit.org, where 
you can find your local schedule 
by clicking on your county under 
the “Bus Schedules” tab. OATS 
Transit is available to the rural 
general public of any age.  

Additionally, they contract 
with various agencies to serve 
their clients.   

Offices are closed, and regu-
lar routes will not be running on 
Nov. 27-28 for Thanksgiving 
and Dec.24-25, 2025 for Christ-
mas.
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Marlene Nation 

Memorial services for 
Marlene Nation, 86, of Van-
dalia, were at 2 p.m., Sun-
day at Bienhoff Funeral 
Home in Vandalia with pas-
tor Jamie Franke officiating. 

Visitation was Saturday 
from 5-7 p.m., at Bienhoff 
Funeral Home in Vandalia. 

Marlene Hitz was born 
March 3, 1939, three miles 
west of Laddonia on the 
Hitz family farm. She is the 
daughter of John E and 
Emma Elizabeth Righter 
Hitz. She attended school in 
Laddonia, and later at Com-
munity R-VI, graduating in 
1957. She then attended 
Jewish Hospital School of 
Nursing for three years, 
graduating in 1960. She 
married the love of her life, 
Don Nation, in 1960 and 
they lived on a farm. To-
gether they had four chil-
dren, Warren Dale - 1961, 
Julie Gayle - 1966, Jolene 
Sue - 1967,  and Wesley 
Dean - 1971. 

She was blessed with 
eight grandchildren, Nicole, 
Haley, Michael, David, 
Megan, Jeramiah, Emma, 
and Grace, along with 12 
great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-grandchild. 

Marlene is also survived 
by one sister, Betty Fischer 
along with nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and a host of 
friends. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband, 
one brother, Walter Hitz, a 
sister, Anna Hill, and one 
great-grandchild, Gabriel 
Becker. 

Marlene loved family, 
farming, sewing, baking 
cinnamon rolls, and creating 
gifts to give others. She en-
joyed cooking a meal, once 
a week, for new single 
teachers from the Van-Far 
School District that she in-
vited into her home for a 
time of socializing. She at-
tended first Presbyterian 
Church in Vandalia. Mar-
lene and her husband also 
enjoyed backpacking in the 
Rocky Mountains on vaca-
tion each year. They took a 
missionary trip to Honduras, 
and traveled often for pleas-
ure. She and Don were ac-
tive participants in the 
Heifer Project International. 
This organization helps 
families lift themselves out 
of hunger and poverty by 
not only giving livestock to 
those in need of help, but 
also training them to care 
for the animals properly and 
making provisions to keep 
the giving going to others. 
Marlene wants you all to 
know "Don't be sad for me. 
I've had a good long life, 
lived well and happy, and 
have literally been to the 
mountaintop!" 

Memorials to Heifer 
Project International, c/o 
Bienhoff Funeral Home P.O. 
Box 54 Vandalia, MO 
63382. 

 

Eugenia 
‘Jeanie’ Sue 
Barton 

Eugenia “Jeanie” Sue 
Barton, 83, of Curryville 
died Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025, 
at Country View Nursing 
Facility in Bowling Green. 

Cremation rites are under 
the direction of Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes and Cre-
matory in Bowling Green. 

Jeanie was born March 
22, 1942, to William E. and 
Leavon Lewis Norton at 
their home in Pike County. 
She was united in marriage 
to Robert “Bob” Barton on 
Oct. 29, 1960. Bob preceded 
her in death in May of 2025. 

Jeanie grew up in the 
Pike County area and grad-
uated from Clopton High 
School. Jeanie and Bob 
lived many places in Pike 
County until moving to Cur-
ryville in 1968. 

During the early years of 
marriage, Jeanie was em-
ployed at the Louisiana 
Press Journal. Once the first 
child arrived, Jeanie was a 
stay-at-home mom until the 
youngest started kinder-
garten. At that point she 

began working at various 
garment factories. She 
worked many years at Bri-
dal Originals in Bowling 
Green. Once that closed, she 
began working at Surf 
Brothers in Vandalia. From 
there she worked for the 
Bowling Green School Dis-
trict from which she retired 
in 2007. 

Jeanie loved to sew and 
was very talented. She made 
many of her daughter’s 
clothes and Halloween cos-
tumes. She also enjoyed 
reading and baking, al-
though her family could tell 
you some stories about her 
baking endeavors. To the 
dismay of her family, she 
also enjoyed going to thrift 
stores. She and Bob rode 
motorcycles for many years, 
traveling to every state but 
Hawaii. They were 
members of the Golden 
Eagle Motorcycle Club and 
had many friends that they 
rode with. 

Jeanie is survived by her 
brother, Bob “Shorty” Nor-
ton; daughters, Lynda 
Woods and husband, Keith 
of Cedar Hill, and Lori 
Schambach and husband, 
David of Middletown; 
grandchildren, Ryan Miller, 
Bethany Miller and Keith 
Grummel, Kayla Myers and 
husband, Larry, Shelby 
Langley, Clinton “Toad” 
Schambach and wife, Han-
nah, and Shayla Stafford 
and husband, Tyler; great-
grandchildren, Reece, Zoey, 
Aaden, Clint, Paige, Ray-
lynn, and Jaxson; and great-
great-grandchild, Walker; as 
well as many nieces and 
nephews, cousins, and ex-
tended family. 

Jeanie was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band, Bob; and brother, Ed. 

Stanton Exel 
Ehinger 

Stanton Exel Ehinger, 90, 
of Louisiana died peacefully 
Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025, sur-
rounded by his loving wife, 
children and grandchildren. 

He was an extraordinary 
son, cherished husband, 
father, grandfather, and true 
disciple of Christ. Born to 
parents Exel Stanton and 
Lila Lucille Konarski 
Ehinger on March 9, 1935, 
in Adrian, Mich., Stan, as he 
was known to most, was 
raised with values of faith, 
honesty and hard work; 
principles that guided him 
every day of his life, he built 
a reputation as a man whose 
word was his bond, whose 
hands were never idle, and 
whose heart was always 
open. 

Stan graduated with 
honors from Michigan Tech 
University in 1957 with a 
mining engineer degree. 
Later in his career, he earned 
his professional engineering 
license in St, Louis. 

Stan’s career began im-
mediately after graduation 
at Cartier Mining in North-
ern Canada and then pro-
ceeded to Kennecott Copper 
Corp., at their Bingham 
mine in Utah. He continued 
to work for Kennecott 
Copper in between times of 
serving his country in the 
Army. In 1963, he was em-
ployed by Martin Marietta’s 
Aetna Cement Plant in Ess-
exville, Mich., as plant engi-
neer.  He was recruited by 
Dundee/Holcim, later Hol-
nam Cement in May 1966 to 
help build and run the 
worlds’ largest wet cement 
plant in Clarksville. After 
construction completion in 
March 1967, he stayed on to 
serve as plant engineer, 
manager of maintenance, 
engineering and raw materi-
als. In 1981, he became 
plant manager. Upon retire-
ment on July 1, 2000, Stan 
was very thankful for his 
employees because he left 
the Clarksville plant number 
one in the Holderbank’s 
North American System. 

The Army drafted Stan in 
1958 where he was sta-
tioned with Elvis Presley; he 
regarded Elvis as a very nice 
person. He graduated from 
Officers Candidate School 
and was discharged as a first 
lieutenant in 1960. Shortly 

after marriage in 1961, Stan 
was recalled during the Ber-
lin Crisis stationed at Fort 
Lewis, Wash., discharged in 
1962. He continued in the 
Army Reserve until 1963, 
discharged as a captain. He 
was patriotic and enjoyed 
his military experience. His 
memorable last experience 
of the military was attending 
the Honor Flight in 2015 
with his grandson, Joseph 
Mayer and good friend, Ed 
Pennington. He was a 
member of the Louisiana 
American Legion. 

Stan had a large com-
munity spirit throughout his 
life. Every organization he 
was involved with, he gave 
his best effort often in lead-
ership positions. He was in 
ROTC and TAU BETA PI 
Honorary Program in col-
lege. Locally, he was in 
P.T.A., Louisiana JC’s, Lou-
isiana Chamber of Com-
merce, Rotary Club, Buffalo 
Township United Fund, 
Friends of the Library, 
American Cancer Society, 
Republican Party, YMCA, 
scout leader, served nine 
years on the Louisiana R-II 
School Board where he was 
able to present his three chil-
dren their high school diplo-
mas. In state, director and 
president of Missouri 
Mining Industry Council. 
He was a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church serving in 
every position as needed 
both spiritually and physi-
cally. 

Stan was a farmer, he en-
joyed cattle, horses, tractors 
and the wide open spaces; 
he loved being outdoors, al-
ways maintaining the farm 
and home. To the family, 
Stan was a combination of 
John Wayne, Ronald Rea-
gan, and Winston Churchill, 
hard working and never idle, 
mentally and physically 
busy. 

At home, Stan was the 
rock of his family. He was a 
devoted husband to his lov-
ing wife, Barbara for 64 
years. They built a strong 
and caring family grounded 
in faith, love, laughter, and 
shared values. He took im-
mense pride in his children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, teaching 
them through example the 
importance of honesty, kind-
ness, and doing what’s right 
– especially when no one is 
watching. Stan’s strength, 
humility and moral compass 
leave a legacy that will live 
on in the lives he touched. 
He will be deeply missed. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Barbara Joyce Steele 
Ehinger; his children, Sa-
brina Mayer and husband, 
Wayne of St. Charles, Todd 
Ehinger and wife, Adelaida 
of Longwood, Fla., Kristina 
Branch and husband, Chris 
of Paradise Valley, Ariz.; 15 
grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; and siblings 
Calvin Ehinger and wife, 
Darlene of Peoria, Ariz., and 
Craig Ehinger and wife, 
Chris of Toledo, Ohio; 
brother-in-law, Robert H. 
Steele and wife, Sandie of 
South Jordan, Utah; and 
many nephews and nieces.  

Stan was preceded in 
death by his parents, Exel 
and Lila Ehinger, and his 
siblings, Chad and Karoll 
Ehinger. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana will hold a visita-
tion from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
with services starting at 1 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 29. A 
late lunch for all will be held 
at the Keely Center follow-
ing the family’s private 
graveside service. 

The family asks that do-
nations be made to the char-
ity of your choice. 

 
June Audrey 
Erdel 

Memorial services for 
June Audrey Erdel, 97, of 
Laddonia, were at 11 a.m., 
Saturday at Bienhoff Fu-
neral Home in Laddonia, 
with Pastor Chris Atkinson 
officiating. 

Visitation was from 10 
a.m., until the time of the 
service at the funeral home. 

Mrs. Erdel died Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, 2025, at the Arbors 

in Mexico. 
June was born May 25, 

1928, in Madison, Wis., the 
daughter of Joseph and Bar-
bara Littel Frieden. She 
married John Allen Trower. 
He preceded her in death 
Nov. 1, 1960. She then mar-
ried Daniel "Dan" Erdel on 
Feb. 15, 1965. He preceded 
her in death on July 27, 
2024. 

Survivors include two 
daughters, Peggy Davidson 
and husband, Jim of Paris 
and Beth Whelan and hus-
band, Philip of Monroe 
City; two brothers, Joseph 
Frieden of Curryville and 
Jerry Frieden of Texas; three 
sisters, Jackie Doughtery of 
Bowling Green, Judy Frey-
muth of Lake St. Louis, and 
Joyce Dudley of Mexico; 
nine grandchildren, Melissa 
Vitt and husband, Ed, 
Robyn Ragsdale and hus-
band, Jason, Jennifer 
Johnson, Payden Whelan 
and wife, Ann, Jeremy Whe-
lan and wife, Cheyanne, 
Kimber Nation and hus-
band, Wes, Tammie Nord-
hus and husband, Kyle, 
Valerie Stegall, and John 
Travis Trower and wife, 
Julia; 24 great-grandchil-
dren; three great-great-
grandchildren; along with 
nieces, nephews, other rel-
atives, and a host of friends. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husbands, her 
parents, one son, Gene Allen 
Trower, two brothers, Jim-
mie and Johnnie Frieden, 
two sisters, Jean Fisher and 
Joann Eibert, and one grand-
daughter, Justine Trower. 

June was a member of the 
Laddonia Presbyterian 
Church. She enjoyed sew-
ing, quilting, and gardening. 
Most of all, June loved 
spending time with her 
family and friends. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Wolfner 
Talking Book and Braille 
Library or St. Croix Hospice 
of Moberly, c/o Bienhoff 
Funeral Home, P.O. Box 6, 
Laddonia, MO 63352. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
uneralhome.com. 

Harlan Craig 
Rudnick 

Harlan Craig Rudnick, 
61, of Eolia, went home to 
Glory on Monday, Nov. 3, 
2025. 

Since it would have been 
Grandma Mott’s 99th birth-
day and knowing Harlan’s 
sense of humor, he probably 
arrived at Heaven’s door 
saying “Hey Grandma Mott 
– I’m your birthday present 
this year”. 

Cremation for Harlan 
was handled by Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes and Cre-
matory of Bowling Green. 

A Celebration of Life was 
held Saturday, starting at 1 
p.m., at Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church. Pastor Gus along 
with James and Chuck 
under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit helped the 
family celebrate Harlan’s 
home going. The Word was 
shared, singing songs of 
praise, sharing memories of 
Harlan, and enjoying food at 
the carry-in afterwards. The 
burial of his ashes was a pri-
vate family affair. 

Harlan, the son of Ken-
neth and Renee’ Rudnick, 
was born in New York Aug. 
14, 1964. Their family 
moved to California. While 
there, Harlan became a be-
liever and went to Bible 
College where he got his 
love for mission work. He 
went on several mission 
trips, one of which was to 
the Naomi House in Arizona 
where he worked with the 
Native American children. 
While there he met the love 
of his life, Angel Joy Stead-
man. The city boy followed 
the country girl back to Mis-
souri and got married in 
2011. They have two chil-
dren, Josiah and Hannah. 

Since moving to Mis-
souri, Harlan had been em-
ployed at Dairy Queen and 
for many years he has 
worked for True Manufac-
turing at the Bowling Green 
plant. Harlan worked hard to 
provide for his family, but 

his heart was people and 
missions. 

He found joy in encour-
aging others and leading 
others to the God of the 
Bible. He hurt when others 
hurt and rejoiced with others 
in their success. He made 
friends wherever he went as 
could be seen in the many 
people world-wide praying 
and requesting updates on 
his health since his heart at-
tack on July 29, 2025. Har-
lan’s special qualities will be 
greatly missed. 

Survivors are Harlan’s 
mother, Renee’ in Califor-
nia; a brother, Matt Rudnick 
and wife, Julia; their chil-
dren, Justin and wife, Alicia, 
also Baby Rudnick due next 
month, and Lauren and hus-
band, Jonathan, all  from 
Texas; the in-laws, Grandma 
Betty DeVore from the state 
of Washington; David (Pa) 
and Betty (Mom) Steadman; 
brother-in-law, Jeremiah; 
sister-in-law, Amy and 
nephew, Elijah; along with 
lots of aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, friends, and co-workers 
at True. 

Preceding him in death 
was his wife, Angel; his dad, 
Kenneth; and all his grand-
parents except the one from 
Washington. 

In lieu of flowers you 
may Bless the family with 
money to cover the funeral 
expenses or for the needs of 
the children. You may send 
it to Betty Steadman, 17767 
Hwy. NN, Bowling Green, 
MO  63334. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bibbveach. 
com. 

 

Helen Virginia 
‘Ginger’  
Kottwitz 

 Helen Virginia “Ginger” 
Kottwitz, 86, of Louisiana 
died peacefully Friday, Nov. 
7, 2025, at Lynn’s Heritage 
House in Louisiana. 

Cremation rites are under 
the direction of Collier Fu-
neral Home in Louisiana. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 10:30 a.m., Sat-
urday at the Trimble House 
in Louisiana with a lunch 
following the service. 

Ginger was born Nov. 28, 
1938, to Floyd Sigmund and 
Edna Helen Worthington 
Taylor. She was united in 
marriage to Walter Kottwitz 
on May 22, 1970. He pre-
ceded her in death on June 
9, 2007. 

She is survived by two 
daughters, Kathie Hilton 
and husband, George, and 
Romana Otterson and hus-

band, Randy; one son, 
Steven Presley; numerous 
grandchildren and several 
great-grandchildren, includ-
ing a grandson, James Hil-
ton, of whom she was 
especially fond; one brother, 
Richard Taylor and wife, 
Chris of Ballwin; three 
sisters, Mona Bly and hus-
band, Kenn, Mitzi Doug-
herty, both of Roseburg, 
Ore., and Peggy Mitchell of 
Louisiana; along with many 
nieces and nephews. 

Ginger was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Walter; her parents; and two 
sons, Ralph and Tony Pres-
ley. 

She made her home in 
Clarksville for most of her 
life before later residing in 
Louisiana. Ginger was a de-
voted member of the El-
kettes, the Clarksville Boat 
Club, the Chautauqua Club, 
and several quilting clubs. 
She took great joy in cre-
ating beautiful quilts and in 
playing cards with her 
friends at Trimble House. 
After moving to Lynn’s Her-
itage House, she especially 
enjoyed spending time with 
her dear friends putting to-
gether puzzles, a pastime 
she treasured. Ginger was 
also a faithful member of 
Dover Baptist Church. 

Memorials may be made 
to the donor’s choice. 

Online condolences may be 
sent at collierfuneral. com. 

Frances  
Dewanah  
Suddarth 

 Frances Dewanah Sud-
darth, 90, died peacefully on 
Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025, 
surrounded by her loving 
family in Louisiana. 

 Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is in charge of ar-
rangements. 

Graveside services were 
at Greenwood Cemetery, 
Clarksville at 1 p.m., on Sat-
urday.  

She was born Nov. 10, 
1935 in Clarksville to 
Frances D. and Louis C. 
Elgin.  

She is survived by her de-
voted husband of 61 years, 
Joseph Suddarth Sr.; her 
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Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet

1,470 
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Feeder Sale Report For 11-10-2025       Monday Receipts 2,570 Head

300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 
900-1000 
Bred Cows - Better 
Pairs
 
High Dressing 
Bulk 
 
Slaughter Bulls

Choice 2 & 3

Slaughter Cows

Computer Avg.

Steers, medium & large 813 
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26 
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320 
308 
290 
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560 
421 
407 

417.75 
358 
315 

413.75 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

215

Low 
Thin 
 

120 
80 

 
154 

 
 30 
220 

Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 
900-1000
Others

Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select Select

ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Card Of Thanks 
The family of Rhoda Darlene Kerr wishes to 

thank everyone for the kindness and sympathy  
during her passing. It was deeply appreciated. 

Betty Blue 
Kerr, Thornton & Childs 

Families
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The Buzz On How MU Extension 
Helped A Veteran Grow Her Business

Jessica Johnson’s experi-
ences with University of Mis-
souri Extension have been as 
golden as the honey she sells. 

Johnson, the owner of Lady-
bird’s Bee Yard, participates in 
MU Extension’s Missouri He-
roes to Hives program for U.S. 
military veterans, which aims 
to improve financial and per-
sonal wellness through free 
professional training and com-
munity development centered 
around beekeeping. 

A Marine Corps veteran, 
Johnson was introduced to He-
roes to Hives in 2024 by MU 
Extension natural resources 
specialist Joni Harper, also a 
beekeeper. 

Johnson learned about bees 
from her grandfather, Alton 
Gilmore, a U.S. Army Korean 
War-era veteran and beekeeper. 
The hum of home was never 
far away, even when she lived 
halfway across the country 
from her grandfather. When 
Jessica and her husband, Cory, 
packed up their Texas farm to 
move to Cory’s family farm in 
Stover, Mo., her grandfather set 
the young couple up with their 
own hive. 

After her grandfather’s 
death, she obtained his hives 
and honey-processing equip-
ment. 

Jessica, Cory and their chil-
dren live on a Missouri Century 
Farm that has been in Cory’s 
family since 1885. The process 
obtaining a Century Farm des-
ignation was her introduction 
to the local MU Extension 
center, which led her to explore 
Heroes to Hives and MU’s 
Missouri Agriculture, Food and 
Forestry Innovation Center 
(MAFFIC). 

The idea for a small family-
run business began with the 
bees and honey but soon grew 
to include value-added pro-
ducts like beeswax candles, lo-
tion bars, fresh-cut garden 
flowers and more. 

Harper showed Johnson 
how to use the MAFFIC web-
site to find help to scale her 
business dreams. 

As part of the business-
building process, MU agribusi-
ness counselor Whitney 
Schmidt guided Johnson 
through developing a custom-
ized enterprise budget, an es-
sential tool for understanding 
startup and operating costs 
while rightsizing her business 
for long-term feasibility. 

Together, they explored po-
tential markets and demo-
graphic trends in her area using 
the Ag Intel Market Intelli-
gence tool, layering that infor-
mation with Johnson’s own 
observations to ground her 
plans in real-world opportuni-
ties. Schmidt also introduced 
the Break Even Pricing tool, 
helping Johnson see how 
thoughtful pricing can sustain 
and grow a business over time. 

During the slow season, 
when the bees stay close to 
their queen in their hive, the 
plan is to draw on all the data 
collected from Jessica’s first 
year of sales to craft financial 

projections, explore possibil-
ities for enterprise stacking 
with cattle and refine pricing 
strategies across different mar-
ket channels. “Our goal is al-
ways to ensure resources are 
aligned with both profitability 
and purpose, and I’m confident 
that Jessica has the grit it takes 
to persevere,” says Schmidt. 

 
Throughout, Johnson con-

tinued to tap into MU Exten-
sion programs, including 
Missouri Beginning Farmers, 
Master Pollinator Steward, the 
Pearls of Production livestock 
program for women and 4-H. 
She also serves on the MU Ex-
tension Council in Morgan 
County. 

She frequently checks the 
county extension page and 
MAFFIC’s website and uses 
MU Extension enterprise budg-
ets. Harper’s office in the Mor-
gan County Courthouse is a 
frequent source of information. 

“Jessica has done an excel-
lent job utilizing the resources 
that extension offers and put-
ting them into progressive ac-
tion,” says Schmidt. 

Johnson’s latest adventure is 
writing a series of children’s 
books. The first, “Ladybird’s 
Bee Yard,” focuses on Lady-
bird, “a beloved bloodhound,” 
one of six family dogs. The 

book tells the story of when La-
dybird mysteriously grows 
flowers from under her dog-
house and then grows an actual 
garden. She takes the flowers 
to market and follows the path 
to becoming an Extension 
Master Gardener. 

Johnson says MU Extension 
programs complement her mil-
itary training to build a bal-
anced home and work life. 

“The Marine Corps taught 
me resilience and self-dis-
cipline, and that has stayed 
with me as a valued resource. I 
carry those values into my cur-
rent life as a farm wife and a 
stay-at-home mom of three 
wonderful daughters, whom I 
homeschool. Parenting, like 
military service, requires adapt-
ability, leadership and strength. 
Those skills now show up in 
everything, from how I run our 
household to how I run our 
business.” 

Johnson, her husband and 
three daughters are intentional 
about sourcing supplies locally 
from produce and flower auc-
tions, farmers markets and 
other small businesses. 
Through MAFFIC and Heroes 
to Hives, they’ve learned the 
importance of value-added pro-
ducts to boost revenues. 
They’ve also tapped into ad-
vice and mentoring from 

friends, relatives and neigh-
bors. 

“Starting and growing this 
enterprise has been a journey of 
lifelong learning, and the Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension 
has been an essential partner 
every step of the way,” says 
Johnson. She credits Harper 
and Schmidt with supporting 
her and bringing the reliable, 
unbiased research of MU to her 
rural area. 

“I wouldn’t have pushed 
beyond my comfort zone with-
out the encouragement of MU 
Extension specialists like Whit-
ney Schmidt and Joni Harper,” 
she says. “They cheered me on 
when I was ready to give up 
and saw promise where I saw a 
mess. They helped bring my 
dreams to life.” 

She appreciates the acquain-

tances and experiences she’s 
had through the early days of 
her business and hopes she can 
eventually help other young en-
trepreneurs. “My biggest piece 
of advice for anyone starting 
out is this: Never stop learning. 
Dive deep into books on your 
passion, attend local and even 
distant meetings about bee-

keeping,” she says. 
 
“Seek out every bit of 

knowledge you can. There’s al-
ways something new to learn. 
I’m constantly amazed by the 
abundance of knowledge 
housed within our extension of-
fice, and I encourage everyone 
to begin exploring it.”

Deer 
Processing 
Hilty’s 
Custom 
Meats

• 636-208-3965 •

TAKING 
DEER FOR

PROCESSING 

BEEF • PORK • DEER
We Aim To Please

11116 Pike 466 
Bowling Green, MO 63334

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

Medicare & Healthcare.gov 
are now open again for 

New & Renewal Enrollment 
Call the Hamilton Agency 

573-324-3000 
Don’t delay as the Medicare open 

period ends during the first week of 
December & Healthcare.gov ends 

this year by Jan. 15, 2026 
If you are returning to enroll in  

Healthcare.gov consider Dec. 15, 2025 
as your deadline in order to avoid a 

gap in coverage

Send  
Us  

Your  
Deer  

Pictures 
peoplestribune 
@sbcglobal.net

Annual 

Christmas 
 In The Green 

Bowling Green 
Nov. 20, 21 & 22 

Thurs. & Fri.  
9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
32 Locations 

Maps available at each location



Thursday and Friday, 
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Ma-
sonic Lodge, across from 
MASH on Court St. Clothes 
- girls, women & men’s, 
books, toys, Christmas tree 
and Christmas decorations, 
coats, handmade crafts, lots 
of other things. Come & see. 
Vickie & Angie Petermann. 

USED DOUBLEWIDE 
- DUTCH. Amish built in 
Indiana, excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 bath. FI-
NANCING. Call for info 
573-249-3333, markt-
wainmobilehomes. com. 
(tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used mo-

bile homes. Call or text 
573-338-6250 or email 
GregS.CDH@outlook.co
m. (tf) 

APARTMENTS - 2 
bedroom at Georgia 
Street Apartments - Lou-
isiana. Stairs. Nice see to 
appreciate. References 
and deposit. $600. 636-
795-1808.  

 
SELF-STORAGE - In 

Vandalia. Units in 3 sizes 
- 10x20, 10x10, and 
8x10. L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATURITY 

BUILDING - Vandalia - 
Family reunion, shower, 
birthday. Call Art Wiser, 
594-3224. (tf) 

 
 
 

NEW SHIPMENT of 
appliances at Vandalia 
Firestone, Appliance & 
Furniture, 573-594-6624. 

 
RUGER GLENFIELD 

6.5 Creedmoor, $385.50. 
Ammunition sale. MO 
Firearms Co., 573-470-
9111. (x5-51) 

 
USED GE washer 

$275; GE dryer $250 - 
matching set. Vandalia 
Firestone, Appliance & 
Furniture, 573-594-6624. 

 
REFURNISHED COM-

PUTERS, parts, acces-
sories. Call Geeky 
Hillbilly Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, pas-

senger & light truck, $15 
& up. Vandalia Firestone 
& Appliance, 594-6624.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling Green.  

 
HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, $1,500. 
636-697-8499. (tf) 

NO HUNTING - 12812 
Hwy. VV, B.G. & 12970 
Hwy. VV, B.G. No hunting 
or fishing on the property 
of Anthony Bommarito. 
Violators will be prose-
cuted. (x12-1) 

 
NO HUNTING OR 

TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prosecuted. 
Not responsible for in-
juries or accidents.  

NO TRESPASSING 
OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not respon-
sible for accidents on 
property. (tf) 

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - Out-
side hgouse cleaning, 
soffitts, driveways, decks, 
patios, fence cleaning, 
farm equipment, and 
trailers. Free estimates. 
573-253-8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN EQUIP-

MENT & GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, and parts. 
Used golf cars and 
mowers. Hwy. 54 West, 
Louisiana, MO 63353, 
573-754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
LLC - B.G. computer re-
pair & recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or res-
idential, septic pumping & 
repair, sewer augering & 
repair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty rent-
als. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

 
BROWN’S SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Commercial 
or residential, portable 
toilet rental, job sites, 
special events, auctions. 
Brown’s Septic Pumping, 
206 Brown Lane, Lou-
isiana, 754-5812. (tf) 

 
 

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-3654 
annahcx-@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  

Classifieds

NO HUNTING
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GARAGE SALE NO HUNTING

www.thepeoplestribune.com

Put Our  
Classifieds 

To  
Work  
For  
You

FOR RENT

SERVICES

SERVICES

Put Our  
Classifieds To Work 

For You

Call 324-6111 
To Place Your Ads

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$37,542

Stock #947 - 2023 Ford Explorer XLT,  
Exterior Color Rapid Red Metallic, 

Tinted, Clearcoat, Interior Ebony, 4 WD, 
Auto, 16,339 Miles

Poage Ford

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

Louisiana Area Historical Museum Holding 
Wreath Decorating Contest

The Louisiana Area His-
torical Museum is encour-
aging participation in its 
first annual wreath decorat-
ing contest that is open to 
local businesses, organiza-
tions, and individuals.   

 
Wreaths will be sold to 

the highest bidder with pro-
ceeds from the sale to be 
used in the ongoing restora-
tion of the museum.  

The donated wreaths may 
follow a theme or dazzle 
with their beauty. All entries 
will be labeled with the 

sponsoring group and num-
bered, then photographed 
for the museum's Facebook 
page.  

Bids will be taken in ad-
vance on the museum’s 
Facebook page with a final 
chance to place a last-mi-
nute bid in person at the mu-
seum from 4-7 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 29, the date 
of the annual downtown 
Christmas parade and 
Santa’s visit to the museum.   

Wreaths will be on dis-
play in the museum’s front 
window starting Nov. 22 

and until such time as bid-
ding is complete on Nov. 
29. Winners will then be 
able to take the wreaths 
home.  

Entries are to be dropped 
off at the museum, 304 
Georgia Street in Louisiana, 
between 10 a.m. and 12 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 22. 
There is no entry fee. 

 
Please add color and 

Christmas cheer to the mu-
seum windows by contrib-
uting your very special 
wreath to this fundraiser.

Good ‘Ol Fashioned Turkey Dinner
The Frankford First 

Christian Church is hosting 
its annual Ol' Fashioned 
Turkey Dinner & Bazaar on 
Saturday, Nov. 22, from 4-7 
p.m., in the church's fellow-
ship hall.  

The menu for the dinner 
includes: turkey, homemade 
dressing, real mashed pota-
toes, gravy, green beans, 
homegrown Pike County 
sweet corn, hot rolls, cran-
berry relish, the dinner's sig-
nature apple salad with 
pineapple dressing and your 
choice of pie or cake.  

Tickets to the dinner can 
be purchased at the door.  

All proceeds from the 
ticket sales, church bazaar 
and quilt raffle will benefit 
the ongoing restoration of 
the church's 26 stained glass 
windows, which date back 
to 1893 when the church 
was built.  

 
Proceeds from previous 

Ol' Fashioned Turkey 
Dinners have helped pay for 
the restoration of the three 
large stained glass windows 
in the church sanctuary. 

MOBILE HOMES
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Area Runners Close Out 
Cross Country Season

BY BRICE J. CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Bowling Green boys fin-
ish 9th in Class 3; Van-Far 
boys 7th in Class 1; Clopton 
pair earns all-state; multiple 
PRs across area. 

Runners from Bowling 
Green, Van-Far, Clopton, 
and Silex wrapped up their 
seasons at the MSHSAA 
State Cross Country Cham-
pionships at the Gans Creek 
Cross Country Course in 
Columbia on Nov. 7–8, turn-
ing district berths into solid 
state finishes. 

Bowling Green’s boys 
closed out the year with a 
9th-place team finish in the 
Class 3 race. 

Senior Brendan Finnegan 
led the Bobcats, placing 
46th in 17:26.4. He was fol-
lowed by teammates Logan 
Pontius (53rd, 17:33.0), Dal-
las Bair (81st, 17:53.1), Na-
than Schellman (84th, 
17:54.8), and Eamon Finn-
egan (105th, 18:16.7) in the 
scoring pack. Stephen Smith 
(152nd, 19:34.6) also com-
peted for Bowling Green. 

On the girls’ side, Bowl-
ing Green’s qualifiers each 
finished in the top half of the 
field. The Bowling Green 
cross country program noted 
that McKinley Vanhooser 
placed 50th at state with a 
40-second personal best,
while Harley Haywood fin-
ished 61st overall and ran
right at her personal best.
The team congratulated both
athletes and the boys squad
on a great season.

Clopton had a big week-
end at Gans Creek, with 
both a boys and a girls 
runner earning all-state 
honors and one more school 
record falling. 

Jason Hoffman raced to 
4th place overall in the Class 
1 boys race with a time of 
16:46.2, once again break-
ing the Clopton school 
record. On the girls’ side, 
Beau Beauchamp finished 
21st in 21:25.8. Both Hoff-
man and Beauchamp were 

named to the Class 1 All 
State Team. 

Clopton’s girls also 
placed as a team at state, 
with additional finishes 
from Briley VanBebber 
(105th, 24:27.9), Charlotte 
Haskins (143rd, 28:04.3), 
Trinity Marler (144th, 
28:08.3), and Katherine 
Truetken (155th, 32:08.1). 
The Hawks program noted 
that many of their runners 
beat their personal records 
and offered congratulations 
to all of their athletes on a 
great season. 

Van-Far’s boys capped 
their postseason with a 7th-
place team finish in the 
Class 1 race, highlighted by 
three medalists and a new 
school record. 

Junior Slade Keller broke 
his own school record with 
a new personal best time of 
17:12.3, good for 10th place. 
He was joined on the medal 
stand by teammate Garrett 
Hopke, who placed 29th in 
17:38.6. Completing the In-
dians’ scoring were Jaydon 
Hug-Hernandez (86th, 
18:49.8), Brady Puls (104th, 
19:06.4), and Cristian Sastre 
(127th, 19:38.6), with Tyler 
Carlyle (139th, 20:10.9) also 
competing. 

On the girls’ side, Van-
Far’s Khloe Wallace med-
aled with a 30th-place finish 
in 21:49.9, and teammate 
Kylee Gibson finished 98th 
in 24:09.9. The program 
celebrated the day by noting 
that Slade, Garrett, and 
Khloe all medaled, the boys 
placed 7th, and there were 
“lots of PRs again today” in 
what they described as an 
amazing state performance. 

Silex senior Joey Noxon 
returned to the state meet 
and turned in another solid 
run in the Class 1 boys race. 
Noxon placed 52nd overall 
in 18:07.9. 

The Silex program ex-
tended its congratulations on 
social media, noting Joey’s 
52nd-place finish and “great 
job and great season.” 

Louisiana Area Historical Museum 
Sponsoring Gingerbread House Contest

The Louisiana Area His-
torical Museum is sponsor-
ing its second annual 
Gingerbread House contest 
with a first place prize of 
$200 being offered.   

The second place winner 
will win $100.  The prize 
money is being donated by 
a local business to encour-
age participation in the 
contest to help Louisiana 
celebrate “the Magic of 
Christmas”. 

The houses can be made 
of any material such as card-
board, Legos, recycled ma-
terials, food, etc.   Last 
year’s winner was the class-
room of Kendall Robb at 
BONCL School with a cre-
ation made from empty 
water bottles.  

Drop-off time at the mu-
seum, located at 304 Geogia 
Street in Louisiana, will be 
on Saturday, Nov. 22 from 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Houses will 

then be on display in the 
museum’s windows.  

Members of the public 
will be able to vote during 
the annual Christmas parade 
through downtown Louisi-
ana on Saturday, Nov. 29 
and during the time Santa is 
visiting the museum.  Voting 
is free. (One vote per visitor, 
please.) 

Come join in the magic 
of Christmas at the museum. 

MCCOY-BLOSSOM 
FUNERAL HOMES  

& CREMATORY
Bowling Green 

MODERN FACILITIES  
AT AFFORDABLE COSTS 

- COMPARE PRICES
SIMPLE CREMATION OR 

TRADITIONAL - 
CARING, FRIENDLY 

STAFF 

1-573-213-5110 or 1-636-528-8244

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C.

Serving the 
region 

for 32 years

Got pain?
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy and staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling Green

Joseph Suddarth Sr.; her 
children, Joseph Suddarth 
Jr., and wife, Beth and Mary 
Lou Hausmann and hus-
band, Jerry; grandchildren, 
Randi Schindler and Joe Al-
berts, Alissa Horton and 
husband, Jamie, Noah Sud-
darth, and Hope Suddarth; 
and four great-grandchil-
dren, Bentley Walker, Ha-
dleigh Horton, Makenna 
Schindler, and Harper Hor-
ton. 

Dewanah was actively in-
volved in Campers on Mis-
sion, Missouri Baptist 
Builders, and Windermere 
Baptist Camp, where she en-
joyed serving others and 
sharing her time and talents. 

Her favorite pastime and 
lifelong love was attending 
the Missouri State Fair, the 
people, the places, and life-
long friends that were made. 
She will be remembered for 
her faith, dedication, and 
love of family. 

Her parents and two 
brothers, Wayne and Guy 
“Judge” Elgin preceded her 
in death. 

Memorials may be made 
to Pike County Home Care 
& Hospice. 

Karen Sue 
Riley

Memorial services for 
Karen Sue Riley, 75, of Van-
dalia, will be at 11 a.m., 
Tuesday (today) at Bienhoff 
Funeral Home in Vandalia, 
with Pastor Jamie Franke of-
ficiating. Burial will follow 
in Vandalia Cemetery. 

Visitation will be held 
Tuesday (today) from 9:30 
a.m., until the time of the
service at the funeral home.

Mrs. Riley died Friday, 
Nov. 14, 2025, at her home 
surrounded by her love 
ones. 

Karen was born Oct. 19, 
1950, to Raymond and Lo-
retta Moore Roberts in Ga-
zette. She was united in 
marriage to George A. Riley 
on July 29, 1972. Karen was 
the youngest of five girls. 

Karen grew up in Van-
dalia and attended Van-Far 
Schools and graduated with 
the class of 1968. Early in 
her career, she worked at the 
garment factory in Laddonia 

and Vandalia. She spent 13 
years with the help of 
Brenda Scrogin delivering 
the St. Louis Post Dispatch 
around the City of Vandalia. 
Karen finished her career 
working for Waters Furni-
ture for over 20 years. She 
was known by many for her 
great customer service while 
assisting them with their fur-
niture selections. 

She is survived by her 
husband of 53 years, 
George; two sisters, Shirley 
Benz  of St. Louis and Linda 
Fern Grote of Bowling 
Green; numerous nieces and 
nephews, great-nieces and 
nephews, cousins and 
friends. Though they were 
blessed with children, there 
were many dogs that re-
ceived their loving care. 

Karen was preceded in 
death by her parents, sisters, 
Rosetta Joyce Botts and 
Martha Charlene Busch, 
brothers-in-laws, Phillip 
Grote, Louis Botts, Bill 
Riley, and sister-in-law, 
Alma Shaw. 

Memorial services may 
be made to the Vandalia 
Cemetery or to the donor's 
choice, c/o Bienhoff Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 54, Van-
dalia, MO 63382. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
unearlhome.com.

Obituaries
Continued From Page 4

THANK YOU
The BONCL R-X School District and PTO 

extend a heartfelt thanks to our generous 
community, local businesses, and dedicated 
staff for making our Annual Chili Supper a suc-
cess. Your support is deeply appreciated. The 
students at BONCL directly benefit from your 
generosity and we are truly thankful. Ad-
vanced Eyecare, AJ’s Tex-Mex, AllParts, Ash-
ley Jenkins Shelter Insurance, B&B Movies, 
Denise Foster Bowling Green Medical Group, 
Bibb Veach Funeral Home, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Suddarth, Mr. Bill Wahl, Twin City Bowl, Bowl-
ing Green Lumber, Brown’s Auto Body, 
Brown’s SmokeHouse Meats, Buff City Shop, 
Buffalo Fire Department, C.H. Logging, Car-
quest - Bowling Green, Caseys, Charlotte 
Schaffer, Centenary UMC, CMC, Community 
State Bank, Barnes Roots and Herbs, Cre-
ative Therapy, Diffy’s Pumpkin Patch, Doris 
Cadwallader, Doris Love, Dorothy Janes, Dos 
Primos - Louisiana, Dyno, Xpressions, Fin’s 
Tattoo Studio, Finns, Five Below, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gerald Smith, Gambinos, Gordy Farms, 
Greg’s Glass, Handmade Harvest, Henny 
Penny, High Noon Beauty Company, The Ince 
Family, Ink Therapy, It’s So Good, Jessie 
Stark, KC Place, Sugar Bean Cookie Com-
pany, Kustom Works, La Rootz, LaCrosse 
Lumber Louisiana, LaCrosse Lumber Bowling 
Green, Louisiana Flowers and Gifts, Lynn’s 
Heritage House, Mash, Mennemeyer Ortho-
dontics, HNB Bank, Meyer Implement, Missis-
sippi Marketplace, O’Reilly Auto Parts, Pam 
Todd, Pat Schneider, Paula St. Clair, The St. 
Clair Family, People’s Bank and Trust, Pepsi, 
Pike County Fair Board, Pike Grain Company, 
Pike 43 Flower Company, Prairies Edge, 
Raintree Shopping, Rex Bradley Law, River 
City Towing, Riverside Salon, Gladney Mo-
tors, Sarah Haines, Sharon Love, Show Me 
HH Farms, Mr. and Mrs. Sommer, Spark 
Maintenance/ Legion Industrial, Spring Hol-
low, Wayne B Smith Inc., St. Louis Cardinals, 
Stark Brothers, Cindy Blaylock State Farm, 
Street Sips, Viki Cadwallader Real Estate 
LLC, Sudzy Tub, Tara’s Cookies, Taste of 
Philly, Taylor’s Bait and Tackle, The Keely 
Center, The Griffith Family, The Pierre, White 
Insurance Agency, The Robbs, Tractor Supply 
Louisiana, Two Rivers Marina, Two Scoops 
and Backdoor Brick Oven, Veolia, Walmart, 
Weber Automotive, Worthington House, Twin 
Pike YMCA, Kathy Miller, Chanda Henderson, 
Lindy Wood, Dorothy Brown and Darla 
Coomer.  

MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN
Vandalia Salvation Army seeks holi-

day helpers Friday and Saturday, Nov. 
28 through Dec. 20 for our Red Kettle 
Campaign. Individuals or groups inter-
ested in volunteering to help Salvation 
Army Kettle Collection may call 573-
594-2146, leave message or contact
Janyce Holt, campaign chairperson at
573-594-3260.

Claudia Barney 
Turning 100

Claudia Barney of Bowl-
ing Green will be celebrat-
ing her 100th birthday with 
an open house at the Bowl-
ing Green Visitor’s Center. 

The celebration will be 
held Sunday, Nov. 30 from 
2-4 p.m. Family and friends
are invited to attend the
milestone.

Farber News
BY RUTH WILLIAMS 

Darby Sharp, Jeff Terry and 
Bob Branstetter hauled and 
spread dirt, and spread the 
grass seed donated by MFA.  

Welcome to our new Reach 
Community Church, 303 Main 
St., who meet every Saturday 
at 5 p.m.   We also have weekly 
Sunday services at our Baptist 
Church, 107 E. Hickory St. 
with Sunday school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 10:30 a.m., and our 
Presbyterian Church, 101 S. 
Oak St. worship 9 a.m., Sun-
day school 10 a.m.  

Community Impact Grant - 
Big or small, every great idea 
starts somewhere. Mark Twain 
Regional Council of Govern-
ments is offering funds to help 
cities make it happen. Ideas 
needed – email or call Ruth 
Etta. This isn’t for city mainte-
nance, but to spark something 
creative, improve public 
spaces, address local chal-
lenges and enhance com-
munity vitality.   

Messy Art Saturdays will 
continue through the winter. 
Stop by the library and ask 
Brenda for details or call 573-
249-2012.

Mark  your  calendars:
Santa  is  coming to  the 
Farber Fire Station on  Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, 2-4 p.m. Every-
one welcome!   

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing, 

drain cleaning & service work”

Van-Far Claims First District Football Title 
In 25 Years With Thriller At Grandview

BY BRICE J. CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

After two hours on the 
road, four quarters of grit, 
and one last defensive stand, 
the Van-Far Indians are dis-
trict champions again. 

For the first time since 
2000, Van-Far brought 
home the Class 1 District 2 
Championship on Friday 
night after outlasting Grand-
view 22–18 in a dramatic 
finish that kept the crowd on 
edge until the final whistle. 

The game, held at Grand-
view High School, opened 
with early fireworks as both 
teams reached the end zone 
in the first quarter. Grand-
view struck first at the 8:35 
mark, but the Eagles’ missed 
point-after attempt proved 
costly. Van-Far answered 
minutes later on a quarter-
back keeper by Kasen 
Christian, followed by a 
successful two-point run 
from Gaven Gaston, giving 
the Indians an 8–6 lead that 
held until halftime. 

From there, the night be-
came a defensive slugfest. 

Van-Far’s defense re-
peatedly collapsed the 
pocket, sacking the Eagles’ 
quarterback several times 
and stuffing runs behind the 
line of scrimmage. Senior 
wide receiver Pacey 
Reading, who led the team 
with six tackles, said the 
mentality was simple: refuse 
to bend. 

“It was a dog fight,” 
Reading said. “I’m proud of 
how we responded. We 
fought until the end. We 
drove two hours here, and 
we weren’t going to come 

home without the title.” 
The Indians forced 

Grandview into turnover-
on-downs situations 
throughout the game, in-
cluding a critical stop on 
4th-and-short early in the 
third quarter. But Van-Far 
struggled to capitalize, fum-
bling twice in the second 
half to keep Grandview 
within striking distance. 

That changed in the final 
quarter, where all the night’s 
tension finally broke loose. 

Van-Far extended its lead 
to 16–6 with 9:29 left in the 
game when Evan Utterback 
punched in a short touch-
down run, followed again 
by a successful two-point 
run from Gaston. But 
Grandview answered 
quickly with a touchdown 
through at the 7:31 mark, 
cutting the lead to 16–12. 

Momentum seemed to 
swing toward the Eagles 
when they recovered a Van-
Far fumble with 4:30 re-
maining, threatening to take 
their first lead since the 
opening quarter. The In-
dians’ defense responded 
with perhaps its biggest 
stand of the game, forcing 
an incomplete pass on 4th 
down inside the Van-Far 20. 

Two plays later, the In-
dians’ ground attack finally 
broke free. Gaston sprinted 
41 yards for a touchdown 
with 2:18 left, giving Van-
Far a crucial cushion at 22–
12. 

Grandview wasn’t done. 
The Eagles found the end 
zone again with 43 seconds 
remaining but once more 
missed the extra point, 

bringing the score to 22–18. 
When Grandview recovered 
the ensuing onside kick, the 
home crowd came alive, and 
the Indians found them-
selves defending their sea-
son one last time. 

Grandview moved the 
ball with short passes, but 
Van-Far’s relentless pres-
sure held when it mattered 
most. The Eagles’ quarter-
back was chased backward 
and forced to throw the ball 
out of bounds on consecu-
tive plays. A final inten-
tional-grounding call 
pushed Grandview even 
farther behind the chains, 
and the last-second heave 
fell incomplete as time ex-
pired. 

Assistant coach Cale Ut-
terback said the win reflects 
years of dedication by this 
senior group. 

“These kids had so much 
heart,” Utterback said. “You 
could tell they had nothing 
left, but they just kept push-
ing. It’s been about 25 years 
since the last district title, 
and these boys earned it. 
They’ve been working since 
they were freshmen.” 

Reading said winning for 
the community was its own 
motivation. 

“We wanted this for Van-
Far,” he said. “It’s huge for 
us and for everyone back 
home.” 

The district champion-
ship win extends Van-Far’s 
postseason run and their 
record to 7-4. 

They host 6-5 Hayti on 
Saturday, Nov. 22 with 
opening kick-off at 1 p.m.
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