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Contributing Writer 

One of the most spirited, en-
thusiastic and wacky players in 
Major League Baseball came 
from the West-Central Illinois 
town of Pearl. 

“Daredevil” Dave Altizer 
was born in November 1876. 
He played professionally for 
four teams from 1906 to 1911, 
and had a respectable .250 life-
time batting average and .952 
fielding percentage. 

But the infielder fell prey to 
a big-time prank during a game 
in 1909, and it was just one of 
several astonishing incidents 
for which he would be remem-
bered. 

Altizer was colorful and 
dedicated, but easily provoked. 
Loved by fans and teammates, 
he was cantankerous with um-
pires and management. 

The Spokane Press called 
him “one of those players who 
always gives his employers 
‘the best he has got.’ Dave is in 
every game clear up to his ears, 
and he never quits.” 

“Altizer is probably the fas-
test player in the American 
League, not even excepting the 
great Tyrus Cobb,” one Chi-
cago newspaper proclaimed. 

“Altizer is a wonderfully 
fast fielder and has one of the 
best arms I ever saw,” said 
Larry Sutton, a scout who 
helped build the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. “He sure pegs ‘em 
around the bases with remark-
able speed and accuracy.” 

Others weren’t so sure. 
“He is a baseball freak,” de-

clared the Chicago Day Book. 
“He is as much of a baseball 
mystery as the ‘why’ of the 
spit-ball.” 

“Altizer at times played 
great ball, but he was so erratic 
that he would upset the whole 
infield, and his batting hardly 
came up to the standard to be 
expected from a player whose 
fielding was unreliable,” the 
Washington Herald said. 

Dick Egan, a second base-
man who roomed with Altizer 
when the two played for Cin-
cinnati, saw a more noble war-
rior. 

“When Altizer was com-
plete, he was like some grand 
old knight of the Middle Ages 
in full armor,” Egan said. “Too 
bad he didn’t stick in fast com-
pany, for he was a good ball-
player, sincere and loyal, and 
one of the finest chaps imagi-
nable.” 

The Chicago Tribune also 
sided with Altizer, blaming 
other papers for casting unde-
served ridicule. 

“The only trouble with 
‘Dare-devil Dave’ was that a 
bellwether in the scribing flock 
fancied to cast him for a clown 
part.” 

LATE-BLOOMER 
Altizer was the fourth of 

seven children, and loved to go 
deer and duck hunting. 

Baseball came along a bit 
later. His father, William, died 
when Altizer was just six years 
old and his mother remarried 
three years later. In 1899, the 
23-year-old enlisted in the
army and saw action in China’s
Boxer Rebellion. He also was
an orderly for two prominent
generals.

It was while serving in the 
Philippines that Altizer show-
cased his skills on the diamond, 
helping to popularize the game 
there. The Wilmington Evening 
Journal would later call him 
“the best baseball player” in the 
service. 

Altizer said he and his 
buddies “played ball every day 
when not out chasing some of 
the trouble-makers.” 

An honorable discharge 
came in 1901 from the Ameri-
can governor in the Philip-
pines, William Howard Taft. 
Altizer met the future president 
after helping capture Philippine 
leader Emilio Aguinaldo. He 
turned pro the next year, work-
ing and playing ball in com-
munities from California to 
Pennsylvania. 

On May 29, 1906, the 
Washington Senators came cal-
ling. Altizer stayed there al-
most two seasons. One 
empty-headed play would be a 
portend. 

The St. Louis Browns were 
leading the Senators 3 to 2 with 
two outs in the bottom of the 
ninth inning. Washington had 
runners at second and third and 
Altizer was at the plate with a 
3 and 2 count. 

Umpire Jack Sheridan 
called the next pitch a strike, 
which should have ended the 
game. But Browns catcher 
Tubby Spencer muffed the ball, 
which bounded back to the 
grandstand. 

Batters are allowed to try 
and reach first base on such 
plays, so the slow-moving 
Spencer plodded after the ball 
while the runners on second 
and third raced for home. Sen-
ators teammate Gabby Street 
was stunned at what Altizer did 
next. 

“He was standing there at 
the plate arguing with Sheridan 
that it ought to have been the 
fourth ball instead of a strike, 
and while he stood and argued 
Spencer finally got the ball and 
fired it to first base,” Street 
said. “It made the last out of the 
game and Dave’s failure to run 
cost us those two runs and a 
game.” 

On July 23, 1908, the 
Cleveland Naps (the team’s 
name would not be “Indians” 
until 1915) bought Altizer’s 
contract after questions about 
his fielding developed. 

Though Cleveland paid 
what would today be about 
$135,000 for Altizer, he only 
appeared in 29 games. Fred 
Falkenberg, a pitcher who was 
sent to the Naps with Altizer, 
warned Cleveland management 
to be patient, saying the in-
fielder made “the greatest play 
I ever saw by a shortstop.” 

A pre-game ritual caused 
Egan to vouch for Altizer’s 
stubborn dedication. 

“When Dave dressed for 
battle, he wound himself round 
and round with many yards of 
tape, which gave a sort of foun-
dation for the superstructure,” 
he recalled. “Then, he circled 
himself with half a mile of flan-
nel. Next, he put on heavy un-
derwear. Then, he would array 
himself in his uniform. Over 
the shirt he put a sweater, and 
wound up in the costuming 
with a vest. Ever see Dave’s 
vest? You could hear it ap-
proaching.” 

Despite Falkenberg’s rec-
ommendation and Egan’s sup-
port, Altizer was sent in 
January 1909 to the Chicago 
White Sox. It would be the best 
season since his rookie year, as 
the punch returned to his 
swing. 

The Washington Evening 
Star noted Altizer had “a way 
of getting to first that is a mys-
tery to his enemies.” 

Unfortunately, he would 
soon be the target of a spectac-
ular farce. 

Errors of comedy 
There’s something sweet 

about baseball karma, espe-
cially when a player comes 
back to haunt the team that 
gave up on him. 

Of course, the reverse could 
be true when a coach colludes 
against a guy from his own 
squad. Such was the case for 
Altizer. 

The White Sox hosted the 
Naps in a doubleheader on 
Sunday, May 9, 1909. In the 
first game, Altizer drew a walk, 
stole a base and scored a run in 
a 4 to 2 Chicago victory. 

Cleveland was ahead in the 
seventh inning of the second 
game when Altizer smacked a 
single. White Sox third base 
coach Nick Altrock gave him 
the hit-and-run sign. 

Cleveland pitcher Heinie 
Berger glanced at first and then 
threw home. Altizer dutifully 
took off for second base. Trou-
ble was, the batter drilled a line 
drive right to Cleveland first 
baseman George Stovall. Not 
realizing the ball had been 
caught and Stovall had stepped 
on the bag for a double play, 
Altizer kept running. 

In those few seconds, Al-
trock suddenly had a jocular 
epiphany. Author Ronald T. 
Waldo wrote that the “crowd 
cheered wildly as they watched 
the humorous play unfold.” 

“Slide, Dave, slide,” the 
coach yelled as Altizer neared 

second and dutifully hit the 
dirt. 

Now, it was Stovall’s turn to 
get in on the caper. The first 
baseman purposely threw the 
ball into the outfield, causing 
Altizer to get up and chug for 
third. 

At this point, accounts differ 
somewhat, but it’s agreed that 
Cleveland centerfielder Joe 
Birmingham joined the gag by 
picking up the ball and gunning 
it to third. 

One story says Altizer made 
it to the base, but was called 
out. Another has the ball get-
ting away and Altizer dashing 
for home. He arrived well be-
fore the catcher’s tag, only to 
be rung up by umpire Billy 
Evans. 

“Altizer leaped to his feet 
and proceeded to manhandle 
the umpire in a way that would 
have banned the player for life 
if this had been anything but a 
practical joke,” wrote authors 
Bruce Nash and Allan Zullo. 
“He ranted and raved until a 
teammate dragged him away 
and told him the truth.” 

The Sox lost the game 4 to 
1. Altizer would play sparingly
for the Cincinnati Reds in 1910
and 1911 and return to the Min-
neapolis Millers minor league
team – where he had started his
professional career – before re-
tiring in 1918.

After managing the Madi-
son Grays of the South Dakota 
League for a couple of seasons, 
Altizer went into business. He 
died at 87 on May 14, 1964, 
and is buried in Pleasant Hill. 

There were other oddities 
throughout his career: 

*In a ruse similar to the one
in 1909, Altizer once was 
tagged out between third and 
home after the opposing 
catcher duped him into believ-
ing a pop fly had been caught 
instead of dropping for a hit. 

*He reportedly was the only
player legendary pitcher Cy 
Young ever beaned on purpose. 

*The owner of the Reds had
to take out a classified ad in 
1910 to track down Altizer, 
who was so busy planning his 
wedding to Margaret Ward that 
he forgot to tell anyone of his 
whereabouts. 

*In a 1911 game, a line
drive ricocheted off of Altizer’s 
head to a teammate for a put 
out. 

*He broke his nose during a
collision with an opponent in a 
1914 game, but refused to be 
taken out of the lineup. 

*Altizer got into a fist fight
after spiking an opposing man-
ager. Both had to be carried 
from the field. 

*During a 1912 game, he
was fined $50 – equivalent 
today to almost $1,300 – for ar-
guing with a fan. 

*After Altizer bungled sev-
eral plays in one game, a team-
mate said that not only should 
he be banned from the major 
leagues, but that he shouldn’t 
be allowed in a Major League 
ballpark. 

*Coming in at shortstop late
in a game, Altizer was allowed 
three warmup throws, each of 
which sailed into the stands. 
When the game resumed, he 
promptly threw a ball hit to him 
even higher into the bleachers, 
allowing the other team to 
score the winning run. 

One last thing 
As he walked back to the 

dugout after the 1909 play that 
would cement his name in the 
history of baseball antics, Al-
tizer got the last word in. 

“I still insist I was safe at 
home, even if I was out at 
first,” he bewilderingly told the 
umpire. 

 
  

Multi-Partner Project To Create Safe 
Sidewalk Between Georgia, YMCA

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

The City of Louisiana re-
cently announced progress 
on a major sidewalk im-
provement project that will 
create a continuous pedes-
trian path from Georgia 
Street to the Twin Pike 
Family YMCA. 

According to the city’s 
social media release, the 
new sidewalk will begin at 
Georgia Street, run south-
east along the high school 
and middle school drive-
way, cross Memorial Drive, 
and continue to the south 
corner of the YMCA. Plan-
ning and design began more 
than a year ago, with 
groundbreaking expected 
shortly after the first of the 
year and construction antic-
ipated to continue into 
spring. Completion is pro-
jected for later in the 2026 
construction season. 

Shawn Geralds, CEO of 
the Twin Pike Family 
YMCA, said the need for 
the project originated from 
a clear safety concern. 

“The YMCA recognized 
a safety issue with students 

and other pedestrians walk-
ing from Georgia Street to 
Tella Jane and Kelly Lane 
around multiple blind 
corners and hills with no 
sidewalk,” Geralds wrote. 
He said the concern was 
shared with the Louisiana 
R-II School District, the
City of Louisiana, and the
Pike County Commission in
2022.

An initial TAP (Transpor-
tation Alternatives Program) 
grant application was un-
successful, but the YMCA 
hired Great River Engineer-
ing to assist with a revised 
submission. In November 
2023, the project secured a 
$250,000 TAP award 
through MoDOT. The grant 
required 20 percent match-
ing funds, which were 
pledged through letters of 
support from the school dis-
trict, Pike County Commis-
sion, and the City of 
Louisiana. 

To ensure space for con-
struction, property ease-
ments were donated by the 
YMCA, the school district, 
and the City of Louisiana. 
Geralds noted that these 
contributions represented 

“an encouraging display of 
teamwork to meet a need in 
our community.” 

The City of Louisiana re-
ported that the total project 
award exceeds $600,000, 
fully funded through the 
TAP program, with the re-
quired local match shared 
among the partners: 

• City of Louisiana –
$16,000 

• Pike County – approx-
imately $16,000 

• Louisiana R-II School
District – approximately 
$16,000–$30,000 (final 
amounts forthcoming) 

Engineering plans and 
right-of-way documents 
were finalized on November 
21. With recent sidewalk
improvements already com-
pleted along Georgia Street,
Louisiana residents will
soon have a connected
walking path linking Geor-
gia Street, the high school,
Wallace Memorial Park, and
the YMCA.

Officials expect to adver-
tise for construction bids 
soon, with the goal of com-
pleting the project in spring 
2026.

‘Baseball Freak’ Part Of 
Major League Prank

Louisiana Welcomes New Administrator

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

A Pike County Jail em-
ployee has been charged 
with multiple felony of-
fenses after investigators 
say she engaged in sexual 
conduct with an inmate 
while on duty and later pos-
sessed or delivered a pro-
hibited weapon inside the 
facility. 

Rayeann Lucille Prather  
faces three felony charges filed 
by Pike County Prosecuting 
Attorney Alex Ellison. 
According to who according 
Pike County Sheriff Steven 
Korte, Prather had only 
worked at the Jail for a month,

According to court 
records, Prather is charged 
with: 

Two counts of Sexual 
Conduct in the Course of 
Public Duty (Class E fel-
onies) for incidents alleged 
to have occurred on Nov. 7 
and Nov. 8, 2025. 

One count of Delivery or 
Possession of a Weapon at a 
County Jail or Correctional 
Center (Class B felony), 
filed following an incident 
on Nov. 15, 2025. 

The investigation began 
after a Pike County Correc-
tions Officer reviewed sur-
veillance footage from Nov. 
7. The probable cause state-
ment alleges that the video 
shows Prather entering Cell 
A-1 in a secure housing area 
and remaining there approx-
imately five minutes before 
exiting. An inmate, identi-
fied as Confidential Inmate 
1, was seen in the cell after-
ward.

A second video from 
Nov. 8 allegedly shows 
Prather again entering the 
same cell, partially closing 
the door, and remaining in-
side for about four minutes. 
Movements observed 
through the door opening 
were described as “consis-
tent with sexual inter-
course.” 

Deputies reported finding 

a prohibited cellphone in the 
secure area of the jail on 
Nov. 15. A review of the de-
vice allegedly revealed on-
going text communication 
between Prather and the in-
mate, including messages 
referencing sexual activity. 

According to the prob-
able cause statement, inves-
tigators also found a 
screenshot from a fertility-
tracking application mark-
ing Nov. 7 and 8 with 
symbols Prather allegedly 
used to denote days she had 
intercourse. 

In a complaint submitted 
Nov. 26, Pike County Pros-
ecutor Alex Ellison alleges 
that Prather knowingly en-
gaged in sexual intercourse 
with the inmate on both 
dates and attempted to be-
come pregnant. 

The separate Class B fel-
ony charge was filed on 
Nov. 24 following the sub-
mission of an information 
document by the prosecutor. 

Arraignment for the 
weapon charge is scheduled 
for Dec. 2, 2025, at 9 a.m. 
before Judge James David 

Beck. 
All charges are allega-

tions, and Prather is pre-
sumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Pike Jail Employee Charged For Sexual Conduct With Inmate

Must You Leave?
Champ Clark Honey Shuck Restoration Inc. bid a 

fond farewell Friday, Nov. 21 to Charlene McCune 
during the Festival of Trees. While she will continue 
to volunteer, McCune is retiring from the board after 
more than 30 years of dedicated service. In addition 
to all the work she did on behalf of the organization, 
her tours of Honey Shuck were memorable for their 
knowledge, grace and eloquence. Pictured, from left, 
are Honey Shuck board members Brent Engel, Glen 
Leverenz, Rebecca Glenn, Larry Twellman, Kaylee 
Davis, McCune, Jeffrey Shaw and honorary board 
member Ben Clark, Champ’s great-grandson.

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

The City of Louisiana 
has hired Cameron Carlile, 
23, as its new city admin-
istrator. 

According to an official 
statement from the City of 
Louisiana, Carlile, who is 
currently studying public 
administration through the 
University of Phoenix on-
line, steps into the role with 
experience in multiple 
levels of government. 

“I’ve worked in local, 
state, and national politics 
and government since I was 
16,” Carlile said. “Helping 
my community through its 
government is my passion. 
I’m aware that Louisiana 
needs a lot of help, and I'm 
prepared to dedicate every-
thing I have to make this 
place what we all know it 
can be.” 

Carlile said the decision 
to accept the role came 
quickly once he saw the 
community firsthand. 

“In truth, I had never 
been to Louisiana prior to 
my interview,” Carlile ex-
plained. “However, I’ll be 
staying here due to the won-
derful view of the Missis-
sippi and the immense 
amount of potential that can 
be found here.” 

After his first month on 
the job, Carlile said his pri-
orities are beginning to take 
shape. Among the goals he 
hopes to pursue are expand-
ing housing opportunities, 
developing some form of 
tourist attraction, and 
strengthening civic pride. 

“Specific solutions to the 
challenges that lie ahead of 
us are becoming more clear 
by the day,” he continued. 
“Some of my priorities in-

clude more housing, a tour-
ist attraction of some sort, 
and a community that is 
proud to be from Louisiana 
again.” 

Carlile emphasized that 
he sees the city’s obstacles 
as solvable with cooperation 
and local involvement. 

“The problems that Lou-
isiana, and even Pike 
County, face are not unsolv-
able,” he said. “Together we 
will make our little corner 
of Missouri the place to live, 
work, and play. All I ask of 
my neighbors are prayers, 
and to live, work, and play 
locally.” 

Carlile officially began 
his duties this fall and will 
oversee city operations, 
budgeting, and long-term 
planning as Louisiana con-
tinues efforts to spur growth 
and community revitaliza-
tion.

“Daredevil" Dave Altizer 
in his Washington Senators 
uniform.

Whitaker Notches 
14th Jeopardy Win

Terre Haute native Harrison 
Whitaker closed out Friday, Nov. 
28 with his 14th straight Jeopardy! 
victory, pushing his 14-day total to 
$373,999 and locking in a future 
Tournament of Champions berth. 
Whitaker has family ties to Bowl-
ing Green through his parents, Dr. 
Todd and Dr. Beth McCune Whi-
taker, both on faculty at the Uni-
versity of Missouri. 

With 14 wins, Whitaker now 
sits inside an exclusive club of 
long-running champions. Since 
Jeopardy! lifted its five-game cap 
in 2003, only 19 players have 
reached 10 or more consecutive 
wins. The fan community and the 
show regard those 10-plus 
winners as “super champions,” 
placing Whitaker alongside names 
such as Ken Jennings, Amy 
Schneider, Matt Amodio, and 
James Holzhauer.
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Community News
VFW Auxiliary 

2173 Meets
The auxiliary to VFW 

Post 2173 in Vandalia met 
on Thursday, Nov. 13 at the 
Vandalia Area Fairgrounds.   

President Victoria Shaw 
called the 7 p.m., meeting 
to order.  Opening cere-
monies were observed. 

The October meeting mi-
nutes were approved as cor-
rected.  The treasurer's 
report was given and filed 
for review.  $100 had been 
sent to the hospital fund.  
District 17 VFW Auxiliary 
President Jeanne Shuck was 
a guest. 

 During the business 
meeting it was decided to 
send gifts to the local vet-
erans at the Missouri Vet-
erans Home in Mexico and 
at the Baptist Home Tri-
County during Valentine's 
instead of Christmas.  

Patriot's Pen essay 
winners were announced. 
First place won by Weston 
Kohl and Hallie Brown. 
Second place went to Lan-
don Wilson, third place to 
Allison Graves and honor-
able mention to Reagan 
Landis and Alexis Elliott.  
Certificates and monetary 
awards will be made at Van-
Far High School before the 
Thanksgiving vacation. 

  Closing ceremonies were 
observed and the meeting 
was adjourned. 

 The six members attend-
ing were J.C. Davis, Val 
Galloway, Judy Hull, 
Lionel Shaw, Victoria 
Shaw, and June Willis. 

 The next scheduled aux-
iliary meeting is Thursday, 
Dec. 11 at the Vandalia 
Area Fairgrounds.  The time 
of the meeting will be 7 
p.m. All members are en-
couraged to attend.

New MU Program Promotes 
Healthy Woodlands

A new initiative is taking 
root across Missouri to pro-
mote healthy woods and 
trees through the power of 
peer mentorship. 

The Missouri Woodland 
Mentor program, launched 
by University of Missouri 
Extension in partnership 
with the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC), invites landowners 
to serve as mentors for other 
property owners who are ex-
ploring forest management 
practices for the first time. 

“This innovative program 
aims to build a strong com-
munity of land stewards by 
connecting those with 
hands-on experience in for-
est management—such as 
timber stand improvement, 
wildlife habitat enhance-
ment, invasive species con-
trol and prescribed 
burning—with landowners 
seeking guidance and inspi-
ration,” says Brian 
Schweiss, sustainable for-
estry specialist with MU Ex-
tension. 

“Landowners learn best 
from each other,” he says. 
“By sharing real-world ex-
periences and lessons 
learned, mentors can help 
others avoid common pit-
falls and make informed 
decisions that benefit their 
land and the environment.” 
While the program is de-
signed to recruit mentors, it 
is open to all landowners 
and others interested in 
learning more about Mis-
souri’s great forest resource. 

Many landowners have 
expressed interest in meet-
ing with a mentor, says 
Schweiss. Through the Call 
Before You Cut program, 
MDC has found that 44 per-
cent of landowners want to 
work with a mentor. 

“Missouri woods are one 
of our greatest natural as-

sets” says George Kipp, for-
estry program supervisor 
with MDC. “Good steward-
ship does not happen by ac-
cident. Connecting 
landowners with others with 
similar interests and passion 
for healthy forests and wild-
life can help more Missou-
rians care for their forests 
for generations to come.” 

MU Extension will work 
with MDC to match mentors 
with landowners who have 
similar interests. The first 
step is to identify and train 
mentors to give them a base 
of knowledge and tools to 
share with landowners. 

To be a mentor, land-
owners must complete on-
line training that covers 
topics including Missouri 
natural communities, prac-
tices to improve songbird 
and game animal pop-
ulations, forest products and 
sustainable harvesting. Ses-
sions are 6:30-7:30 p.m., on 
the last Wednesday of each 
month from January through 
September. Sessions will be 
recorded so missed ones can 
be viewed later. Details and 
registration are at https:// 
muext.us/MentorSeries2026 

Mentors can be as active 
as they want, says Schweiss. 
Outreach activities can in-
clude phone consultation, 
site field visits and com-
munity workshops. The pro-
gram provides training, 
resources and support to 
help mentors effectively 
share their knowledge and 
foster meaningful connec-
tions. 

“Let’s grow a healthier 
forest – together,” he says. 

 
To learn more or to sign 

up as a mentor, visit 
https://muext.us/Mentor-
Series2026, or contact 
Schweiss at 573-882-4775 
or schweissb@missouri.edu.

MO State Parks, Historic Sites: 
Your December Destination For Holiday Cheer

Step back in time and into the 
spirit of the season at Missouri 
state parks and historic sites. 

From festive candlelight tours 
to traditional German, French and 
Ozark customs, Missouri State 
Parks has it all. Whether you’re 
looking for a historical old-fash-
ioned Christmas, a visit with 
Santa or carolers, state parks and 
historic sites offer memory-mak-
ing experiences for your winter 
celebrations. 

Dec. 4-28, Winter Traditions: 
An Exploration of Celebrations at 
Felix Vallé House State Historic 
Site. 

The public is invited to view 
the exhibit “Winter Traditions: 
An Exploration of Celebrations” 
during the month of December. 
The exhibit explores Missouri’s 
unique cultural journey and the 
traditions that influenced it. It 
touches on winter traditions from 
Haiti, Italy, Indigenous cultures 
and more. The exhibit is open 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Thursdays through 
Sundays at the Shaw House, 200 
Merchant St., Ste. Genevieve. 

Dec. 5-7, Frozen Chosin 
Challenge at Johnson’s Shut-Ins 
State Park. 

From Dec. 5-7, Johnson’s 
Shut-Ins State Park will host a 
series of winter treks collectively 
known as the Frozen Chosin 
Challenge. Sponsored by the 
Missouri Korean War Veterans 
Memorial, this event is designed 
to bring awareness to the Korean 
War – specifically the Battle of 
Chosin Reservoir – and its partic-
ipants. The event consists of three 
separate challenges over three 
days. The purpose of the event is 
not for participants to compete 
against each other but to work as 
teams, making certain each per-
son completes the course. 
Johnson’s Shut-Ins State Park is 
located at 148 Taum Sauk Trail, 
Middle Brook, Missouri. 

Friday, Dec. 5 at 7 p.m., Tree 
Lighting and Salem Chamber 
Choir Performance at Echo Bluff 
State Park. 

Ring in the holiday with the 
park’s annual tree lighting and 
Salem Chamber Choir perform-
ance. The festivities will take 
place inside the Betty Lea Lodge 
and start with the tree lighting. 
After the lighting, the choir will 
fill the rafters of the lodge with 
heavenly music as they perform 
traditional and international holi-
day carols. Refreshments will be 
available complements of the 
lodge. Echo Bluff State Park is 
located at 35244 Echo Bluff 
Drive in Eminence, Missouri. 

Dec. 6-7 and Dec. 13-14 from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Weihnachtsfest at 
Deutschheim State Historic Site. 

Celebrate a traditional 19th 
century German Christmas in his-
toric Hermann, Missouri. 

Throughout the event, the 1840 
Pommer House will be decorated 
in the German Christmas style 
and open for free self-guided 
tours. Staff will be on-site 
handing out traditional springerle 
cookies and sharing how Christ-
mas customs of German immi-
grants became American 
traditions still celebrated today. 
Depending on the weather, there 
may be a small Christmas market 
cart in front of the visitor center. 
Items for say may include spring-
erle cookie molds and rolling 
pins, recipe books, imported Ger-
man pop-up cards, children’s 
books, and ornaments for sea-
sonal gift giving. Deutschheim 
State Historic Site is located at 
101 W. Second St. in Hermann. 

Saturday, Dec. 6 at 1 p.m., 
Guided Bison Saunter at Prairie 
State Park. 

Winter will be here before we 
know it, and that brings shorter 
days. Join the team on a 2-mile 
saunter over uneven terrain. 
Guests should bring water and 
snacks and dress for the weather. 
Registration is limited to 30 par-
ticipants and is required. Call the 
park office at 417-843-6711 to re-
serve your space. Prairie State 
Park is located at 128 NW 150th 
Lane in Mindenmines. 

Saturday, Dec. 6 from 1-8 
p.m., Le Réveillon at Felix Vallé 
House State Historic Site. 

Revel in the spirit of an early 
Missouri French Christmas dur-
ing Le Réveillon as part of Ste. 
Genevieve’s annual Holiday 
Christmas Festival, which fea-
tures events throughout the 
downtown area. 

Event schedule is as follows: 
1-3 p.m. – Paper filigree with 

Lisa Palmer of Never Bored Cre-
ations, LLC. 

1-4 p.m. – Free tours of the 
lower level of the Felix Vallé 
House, decorated for the holi-
days. 

2-4 p.m. – Traditional dances 
performed by Dance Discovery, a 
St. Louis-based dance troupe that 
performs historically authentic 
social dances from the 1600s to 
the present. 

6-8 p.m. – Le Réveillon. 
Enjoy candle lit tours of the Felix 
Vallé House, and experience Le 
Réveillon, a traditional fest held 
after midnight Mass on Christ-
mas Eve. Interact with inter-
preters in period dress and enjoy 
special desserts including buche 
de Noel. 

Felix Vallé House State Histo-
ric Site is located at 198 Mer-
chant St. in Ste. Genevieve. 

Saturday, Dec. 6 from 2-6 
p.m., Ozark Christmas Traditions 
at Nathan and Olive Boone 
Homestead State Historic Site. 

Travel back in time and see 
how the Boone family and res-

idents of Greene County cele-
brated Christmas in the 1800s. 
Drop in for a visit with St. Nich-
olas, make a 19th century door 
decoration, and learn Christmas 
customs of the Missouri Ozarks. 
As day fades to night, watch the 
site come aglow with lanterns 
and listen to the sounds of Christ-
mas from the Echoes of Dog-
wood Mountain dulcimer groups. 
The historic site is located at 
7850 N. State Highway V in Ash 
Grove, Missouri. 

Saturday, Dec. 6 from 5-7 
p.m., Old-Fashioned Christmas at 
Arrow Rock State Historic Site. 

Step back in time at Arrow 
Rock State Historic Site’s annual 
Old-Fashioned Christmas event. 
The historic buildings will be 
open and staffed with interpreters 
dressed in their finest Christmas 
attire, and the streets will be filled 
with carolers and horse-drawn 
carriages. In addition, there will 
be a living nativity to commem-
orate the season, and shops and 
restaurants throughout the village 
will be open. Arrow Rock State 
Historic Site is located at 39521 
Visitor Center Drive in Arrow 
Rock. 

Sunday, Dec. 7 at 4:30 p.m. 
and 7 p.m., Candlelight Christ-
mas Concerts at First Missouri 
State Capitol State Historic Site. 

Join the team for a perform-
ance by Rick Thum and Friends 
in the warm glow of the candlelit 
legislative chambers to evoke 
memories of a historic past and 
bring to life some well-known 
Christmas songs and the stories 
behind them. These merry 
melodies will surely get you in 
the holiday spirit. Both shows 
will take place upstairs in the 
Capitol. Attendees are encour-
aged to dress warmly, as the 
building does not have central 
heating. Tickets are required and 
are $14 each. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the site or by phone. 
There is a limit of 50 tickets per 
concert and four per family. To 
purchase tickets, call 636-940-
3323. First Missouri State Capitol 
State Historic Site is located at 
200 S. Main St., St. Charles. 

Friday, Dec. 12 and Saturday, 
Dec. 13, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Candle-
light Open House at Hunter-
Dawson State Historic Site. 

Experience an 1860s Vic-
torian Christmas during a candle-
light open house of the 
Hunter-Dawson Home. The man-
sion will be aglow with the 
warmth of oil lamps and candles 
and decorated with fresh green-
ery, Christmas trees and 1860s-
style ornaments. Staff dress in 
period clothing will be available 
to answer any questions. The can-
dlelight open house will take 
place on Dec. 12-13 from 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Standard daytime tours 

will also be offered hourly from 
10 a.m. through 3 p.m. those 
days. The open house is free, and 
there is no need to register. Pay-
ment is required for daytime 
tours. Hunter-Dawson State His-
toric Site is located at 312 Daw-
son Road in New Madrid, 
Missouri. 

 
Saturday, Dec. 13, noon to 8 

p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 14, noon 
to 5 p.m., A Very Peck Christmas: 
An Old-Time Shopping Experi-
ence at First Missouri State Cap-
itol State Historic Site. 

Take a break from the wrap-
ping, baking and decorating and 
enjoy a simpler time on the Mis-
souri frontier! Step back in time 
to experience the ambiance of 
shopping by candlelight at the 
1820s Peck Bros. Dry Good and 
Hardware Store. Products for sale 
include old-fashioned toys and 
games, lye soap, candy, hand-
made items, Christmas orna-
ments and more. Enjoy a break 
from the hustle and bustle of the 
holiday season with your family 
to discover these unique items 
that are perfect as stocking 
stuffers or small gifts! The store 
is located on the first floor of the 
Capitol complex at 200 S. Main 
St. in St. Charles, Missouri. 

Saturday, Dec. 13 from 5-7 
p.m., Christmas Open House at 
Harry S Truman Birthplace State 
Historic Site. 

Celebrate the holiday season 
with a visit to Harry S Truman’s 
birthplace. The home will be lit 
by candles and adorned with 
Christmas decorations. Step back 
into the 19th century and see how 
Christmas was celebrated during 
Truman’s childhood. Enjoy was-
sail and cookies while the kids 
write letters to Santa. Harry S 
Truman Birthplace State Historic 
Site is located at 1009 Truman, 
Lamar, Missouri. 

Sunday, Dec. 14 from 2-4 
p.m., Old-Fashioned Christmas at 
Crowder State Park. 

Join Crowder State Park staff 
and the Friends of the Thompson 
House for an old-fashioned 
Christmas celebration. Come 
make old-fashioned Christmas 
ornaments, enjoy refreshments 
and watch the kids visit with 
Santa. Meet at the equestrian 
parking lot at 2 p.m. and then 
head to the Thompson House, the 
oldest house in Grundy County. 
In case of inclement weather, ac-
tivities will be moved to the 
Camp Grand River Recreation 
Hall. Crowder State Park is lo-
cated at 76 NW Highway 128 in 
Trenton, Missouri. 

For more info on state parks 
and historic sites, visit mostate-
parks.com. Missouri State Parks 
is a division of the Missouri De-
partment of Natural Resources.

Seven Expert Tips For Selecting, 
Caring For A Fresh Christmas Tree

With the shopping season 
underway for live Christmas 
trees, The Morton Arbore-
tum’s tree experts offer 
seven key tips for choosing 
the best tree and keeping it 
fresh through the holidays. 

“Live evergreen trees are 
commonly purchased for 
Christmas weeks before 
Dec. 25,” said Arboretum 
Plant Clinic Manager 
Spencer Campbell. “If the 
tree dries out, it could be-
come a fire hazard. But a 
well-cared-for tree with 
consistent water can last all 
through the holiday season.” 

The Arboretum’s Plant 
Clinic supplied this list of 
tips for preserving an ever-
green tree’s freshness and 
can provide free advice by 
phone or email for those 
with questions about Christ-
mas tree or other plant care. 

Ensure the tree and stand 
are a match. Just as fresh-cut 
flowers need a vase, a cut 
evergreen needs a proper 
tree stand. If purchasing a 
new stand, keep in mind it 
should hold one gallon of 
water at a minimum to en-
sure the tree stays suffi-
ciently hydrated. Bring the 
stand to the Christmas tree 
lot—that way, it’s there for 
comparison against the 
width of the tree’s trunk. 
Avoid whittling down a 
trunk in an attempt to make 
it fit the stand. Water vessels 
are located just beneath the 
bark, so if severed, the tree 
will quickly dry out.  

Decide on a suitable ev-
ergreen species. Some ever-
greens retain moisture and 
hold onto their needles 
longer than others. Some are 
more fragrant, less sharp, or 
have stronger branches for 
hanging ornaments. Com-
mon species sold in the Chi-

cago area include Fraser fir, 
balsam fir, concolor fir and 
Scots pine. Learn more 
about different kinds of 
Christmas trees on the Ar-
boretum’s website. 

Search for a fresh tree. 
The more recently it’s cut, 
the longer the tree will last. 
The best option is harvest-
ing from a choose-and-cut 
tree farm. Small local lots 
also likely have a stock from 
the last few days or weeks, 
making them fairly fresh. 
Wherever a tree is pur-
chased, check it carefully 
for freshness. 

How to test for freshness: 
Needles should be lush 
green, plump with water, 
firmly attached, flexible and 
fragrant. Try running a hand 
gently over a branch. If 
many needles fall off or if 
the needles feel stiff or 
crackly, the tree is past 
prime and should not be 
bought. While it’s normal 
for an evergreen to lose 
some yellow or brown 
needles in autumn, dropping 
a significant number of 
green needles is a primary 
indication that the tree is 
drying out. It is not rec-
ommended to buy a tree if 
the seller won’t let the cus-
tomer unwrap it to examine 
its freshness. 

Make a new cut. Once 
the desired evergreen is cut, 
time starts ticking. If it’s not 
placed in water within about 
an hour, the base of the 
trunk will become sealed by 
dried sap, which blocks 
water absorption. To reopen 
the tree to water, trim about 
an inch off the bottom, or 
ask if the vendor can do it 
before leaving the lot. 

Water, water, water. If a 
tree will be kept outdoors 
for an extended period of 
time before it’s set up inside, 
store it in a bucket of water 
in a sheltered spot or in an 
unheated garage. Top off the 
water in the bucket daily. As 
soon as the tree is in its de-
sired position indoors, fill 
the tree stand with warm tap 
water. Check the water at 
least twice a day and refill 
as needed. Never allow the 
water level to fall below the 
bottom of the trunk. Expo-
sure to air can still cause the 
cut surface to seal with sap. 

Use plain water. Don’t 
add aspirin, sugar or any 
other substance. Water is all 
the tree needs. 

Protect the tree from heat. 
Stage the tree well away 
from any heat sources such 
as radiators, heating vents or 
fireplaces. Even a very 
sunny window can dry out a 
tree. When decorating, opt 
for newer LED lights that 
are both more energy effi-
cient and cooler than older 
incandescent tree lights, 
which tend to run hot. 

 
Routinely check for 

freshness. Needle loss is 
normal, but if the tree starts 
dropping many needles and 
the branches become brittle, 
it has dried out. At that 
point, it’s safest to remove it 
from the house to prevent a 
fire hazard. 

Stay tuned for more tips 
from the Arboretum in De-
cember on how to dispose of 
live Christmas trees. The 
Morton Arboretum Plant 
Clinic is generously spon-
sored by Bartlett Tree Ex-
perts.

NOTICE OF FILING DEADLINE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to persons 

wishing to file a declaration of candidacy 
to appear as a candidate at the General 
Municipal Election on April 7, 2026. 

Candidate Filing will open on Dec. 9, 
2025, at 8 a.m., and continue through Dec. 
30, 2025. 

Office hours for the County Clerk’s of-
fice, 115 W Main, are from 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., Monday-Friday. The office will be 
closed Dec. 24, 25, & 26, 2025. 

Filing for the following offices will take 
place in the office of Laura Stumbaugh, 
Pike County Clerk, Pike County Court-
house, 115 W. Main, Ste. 23, Bowling 
Green, MO: 
Pike County Memorial Hospital Board     

1 Board Member 2-year term              
Village of Annada  

2 Trustees 2-year term 
 Village of Paynesville                  

  3 Board Members 2-year terms 
   1 Board Member Unexpired term         
Pike County Health Department   

2 Board members 4-year term             
Louisiana Special Road District  

1 Board Member 3-year term 
1 Board Member Unexpired term 

Curryville Fire Department 
  1 Board Member 6-year term  

Buffalo Fire Department   
 1 Board Member 6-year term 

Laura Stumbaugh 
Pike County Clerk/ 
Election Authority  

Deer 
Processing 
Hilty’s 
Custom 
Meats

• 636-208-3965 •

TAKING 
DEER FOR

PROCESSING 

BEEF • PORK • DEER
We Aim To Please

11116 Pike 466 
Bowling Green, MO 63334
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Pike To Pike . . .I hope a Happy Thanksgiving 
was had by all! Thank you’ s goes 
out to NO HUNGER HOLIDAY 
where donations were received 
from churches and individuals, tur-
key dinners plus accessories were 
purchased, and FFA packaged, 
then dinners were distributed to 
300 families.  

Thanks to Knights of 
Columbus for continuing 
this valuable blessing to 
our Pike County’s less for-
tunate since 1991. Other 
agencies businesses, and 
individuals also provided 
turkeys, food, and Hope 
Center donated perish-
able food and clothing. 
Thanks again to the sev-
eral Pike County 
churches that fed the mul-
titudes physically and 
spiritually! 

Christmas in the Green was 
amazing with crowds at our busi-
nesses and eating establishments. 
It was the first time that I saw traffic 
jams in Bowling Green around the 
Square. From Prairies Edge to 
Fieldhouse 54 and from the Fair-
grounds, VFW, and Kay Reading’s 
Sheds, crowds were experiencing 
the Christmas spirit and excite-
ment of this time of year. Parking 
lots at Henny Penny, Worthington 
House, Meme’s, our lady bou-
tiques, and Walmart were over-
flowing with customers and 
visitors!  Bowling Green had more 
than 30 businesses taking part in 
Christmas in the Green! 

The Festival of Trees at Honey 
Shuck had beautiful displays of 
decorated Christmas Trees and 
house tours. Make arrangements 
to see the winning business tree 
and enjoy the beauty and creativity 
of the Festival of Trees. This was 
a wonderful celebration of the 
Christmas Season! 

By time you receive this, Small 
Business Saturday will have 

passed as of the Nov. 29 but thank 
you again Bowling Green for pour-
ing out to support and Shop Local. 

Trail of Lights in the main park is 
still inviting families and busi-
nesses to display, support, and 
promote the joy of Christmas. On 
Dec. 5, the Bowling Green 
Chamber of Commerce in con-

junction with the Bowling 
Green Park Board will 
sponsor Lighted Christ-
mas Parade with the win-
ning entry receiving a 
$200 award. This starts at 
5:30 p.m., and line up for 
anyone desiring to be in 
the parade at 5 p.m., at 
the BGHS.  

Light up the town and 
have fun decorating your 
vehicle. After the Parade, 
Santa Claus is coming to 

town! Come and enjoy an evening 
of fun and activities, food 
vendor(s), music, and fellowship. 
Small Town Christmas Festival in 
the Park will have a mailbox for 
letters to Santa. Festival of Hope 
is taking place at Fieldhouse 54 
with music and entertainment.  

Don’t miss these opportunities 
to engage in our community, have 
fun, meet new people,  support our 
Bowling Green activities and 
events, plus be a part of the Rea-
son for the Season.  We not 
created to be isolated and alone. 
It’s important to interact with 
people to support, encourage, and 
share in doing good deeds.  

 
I know Type B personalities 

don’t agree with me, but we all 
need to be needed and connected 
to something bigger than our-
selves! There have been many 
studies finding "talking with 
people, carrying on conversations 
slows the dementia process!" 
“Reach out and touch somebody 
that needs some 'love-n'!" Every-
body has a story!

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

 
By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 

1-217-320-8438  
Here it is Sunday, Nov. 30, 

and we have had lots of snow 
in our area. Lots of churches 
cancelled services or they pro-
vided services online which 
really helps people still feel 
that they are a part of the 
church. We stayed home, and 
had some men that were kind 
enough to leave their warm 
homes to help us shovel and 
plow out. A big thank you goes 
out to Jack, Casen, Greg, and 
Christian. 

Since the hymn sing at the 
Detroit Christian Church was 
postponed this past Sunday, 
November 30, due to the 
weather, it will now be held 
this coming Sunday, Dec. 7, at 
3 p.m., at the Church. Hot 
chocolate and cookies will fol-
low all the singing. 

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Coun-
selor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace.  Isaiah 9:6 

Keep each other in prayer. 
Pray for God's guidance in 
each other's lives. Thank God 
for everything He has done for 
us and continues to do for us. 
THANKSGIVING NEWS 
FROM NEAR AND FAR 
Ron and Chris Phipps had a 

great Thanksgiving turkey 
dinner at her brother and sister-
in-law Phil and Sally Lipca-
man's house with Brad, Angie, 
Rylie, and Rory Lipcaman. 
Chris said that they are so 
thankful for local family. 

Thanksgiving dinner guests 

of Amy Davis were: Wessley 
Davis; Raylan Smith; Jacque-
line and Kit Mefford; Sue and 
Joe Yackley; Mark Burrows; 
Mike Burrows and Jina Si-
mons; and Sara and Micah 
Rudd, Elizabeth, Tristan, and 
Chippy. Amy said Reese didn't 
make it as she was sick. 

For Thanksgiving this year, 
Christian and Peyton Dean and 
son traveled to Hardin to spend 
the morning with the McKin-
non family. They had ham, tur-
key, and prime rib with all the 
fixings. After lunch, they 
headed back to Christian's par-
ents' house and had a second 
lunch with the Deans and Fil-
berts. There's always more 
room for Melanie's homemade 
noodles! 

Mention of homemade 
noodles, Jamie and I traveled 
to Annada, Missouri, to his son 
and family's home where 
Jamie also made noodles to 
take and share. Those in atten-
dance were: James and 
Amanda Niffen; their daughter 
Shayla Niffen; Amanda's 
mother Wanda Brown; 
Amanda's brother Aaron 
Brown; and Jamie and I.  

Thanksgiving Day as told 
by Shirley Straus:  "Besides 
Mike and I, We had Mike's 
sister, Mary Lou Lipcaman of 
Perry; my brother and sister in 
law, Larry and Shirley Bauch, 
Perry also; son, Corey and 
wife Karen from Winfield, 
Missouri, and their dogs, Win-
ston and Bella; and grandchil-
dren, Sadie and Abe Smith 
from college in Berea, Ken-
tucky. We enjoyed working to-
gether preparing for the meal, 
eating, sharing stories and all 
in all and great day!"   

Ashley, John, Madison, and 
Garrett Guthrie joined Ashley's 
family and went to Golden 
Corral in Springfield for 
Thanksgiving dinner. After-
wards, Madison and Ashley 
went home to rest before they 
did some shopping and went to 
the IHSA football state game 
today, where the Hornets took 
second place and made school 
history.        

Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries for the week Dec. 3-9,: 

Dec. 6 - Becky Winner 
Dec. 7 - Britini Deeder 
Dec. 9 - Cody Ward 
Saturday, Dec. 6, there will 

be a Meet & Greet Santa Claus 
at the New Salem Town Hall. 
There will be a parade at 6 
p.m., kids' activities that start 
at 4 p.m., decorate your house 
and a pie contest, and prizes. 
Anyone can join the Pie 
Contest, and the pies need to 
be at the Town Hall by 4:30 
p.m. The prizes to be given 
away, the winner must be pres-
ent to win. Any questions, con-
tact Gloria. 

The Pike County Senior 
Citizens Center at 220 West 
Adams Street in Pittsfield will 
be holding their fundraiser fish 
fry next Thursday, Dec. 11, 
4:30-6 p.m. The menu will be 
your choice of catfish fillet or 
buffalo with three set sides 
which will include this month 
potato salad, pasta salad, and 
cherry salad plus your choice 
of dessert and tea Eat-in or 
carry-out. All ages are wel-
come. They thank you for your 
continued support. Questions? 
Please call 217-285-4969. 
They also have gift certificates 
available for any amount. 
Please note that there will not 
be a fish fry in January or Feb-
ruary. 

Going to give you a De-
cember schedule for both 
Buggs' Family Opry and The 
Big River Band.  Next Friday, 
Dec. 12, will be the only show 
that the Buggs' Family Opry 
will be having in December, 
with special guest Debbie 
Schneider, and it starts at 7 
p.m. And the only show The 
Big River Band will be having 
in December is on New Year's 
Eve, December 31, with the 
show starting at 6:00. Every-
one is welcome to attend both 
of these shows. 

Again, if the weather turns 
dramatic and the roads get icy 
on the nights The Big River 
Band is to play, give any 
member a phone call or check 
on the newly made BIG 
RIVER BAND Facebook page 
or listen to WBBA or KJFM. 
We do not want anyone risking 
to have a fall or a wreck.         

Our Services
•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

NOTICE OF ELECTION  
Notice is hereby given that the follow-

ing offices are to be voted on at the Bowl-
ing Green, Missouri General Election to 
be held on Tuesday, April 7, 2026: 

Mayor (two-year term) 
City Collector         (two-year term) 
Alderman Ward 1         (two-year term) 
Alderman Ward 2         (two-year term) 
Alderman Ward 3 (two-year term) 

Opening Date for Filing: Tuesday, Dec.9, 
2025. 

Closing Date for Filing: Tuesday, Dec. 
30, 2025. 

Interested individuals must file a Dec-
laration of Candidacy, in person, with the 
City Clerk, 16 West Church Street, Bowl-
ing Green, Missouri, beginning at 8 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025, and continuing 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, until Tuesday, 
Dec. 30, 2025, when the hours of filing 
will be 8 a.m.-5 p.m. City Hall will be 
closed Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025.  

Done per order of the Board of Aldermen        
Linda Luebrecht, City Clerk  

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

USDA Launches Screwworm.gov
The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) is excited 
to highlight the launch of the 
NEW Unified New World 
screwworm (NWS) website, 
screwworm.gov. This dynamic 
new site centralizes NWS in-
formation available across the 
federal government and re-
flects our whole-of-govern-
ment effort to fight this pest 
through implementation of 
Secretary Rollins’ comprehen-
sive five-pronged plan. 

“The Trump Administra-
tion is leading a whole of gov-
ernment effort to protect our 
nation’s cattle industry from 
the New World Screwworm.  

To ensure timely and effec-
tive communications, this new 
unified website will be a one 
stop shop for all screwworm 
related information and will 
help our stakeholders be better 
informed as new information 
comes available,” said Secre-
tary Brooke Rollins. “We are 
grateful for the robust inter-
agency collaboration, and we 
continue to work every day 
with our state and industry 
partners to implement our 
screwworm plan. This is a na-
tional security priority and it 
has the full attention of our 
team.” 

Screwworm.gov has tar-
geted resources for a wide 
range of stakeholders includ-
ing livestock producers, vet-

erinarians, animal health offi-
cials, wildlife professionals, 
healthcare providers, pet 
owners, researchers, drug 
manufacturers, and the general 
public. It also has the latest 
USDA-verified information 
on cases and response activ-
ities in Mexico and U.S. pre-
paredness efforts. 

Under the decisive leader-
ship of Secretary Rollins, 
USDA is leading an aggres-
sive, whole-of-government re-
sponse to protect the Nation’s 
livestock, wildlife, and public 
health from NWS. The U.S. 
One Health Coordination Unit 
for NWS, co-led by USDA, 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, and the 
Department of the Interior, is 
actively working to ensure the 
United States is prepared, 
should NWS be detected here. 

Screwworm.gov includes 
information from these partner 
agencies as well as the follow-
ing collaborating agencies: the 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion, the Department of 
Energy, the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, 
and Department of State. 

This new site was built with 
customers in mind and will 
help all visitors to the Screw-
worm.gov website, whether 
they are protecting their herds, 
traveling internationally with 

or without pets, endorsing 
health certificates, conducting 
research, seeking answers to 
questions, or looking for other 
ways to help. USDA will con-
tinue to work with our partners 

to update and enhance this site 
to ensure it has the latest infor-
mation and updates. 

 
Visit Screwworm.gov 

today.

Second Missionary Baptist Church 
West Hwy. 54 - Vandalia 

FISH FRY 
Friday, Dec. 5 - 11 a.m.-? 

$13 Serving catfish, fried potatoes, baked beans, cole slaw 
Carry-Outs • Delivery Call 594-2146
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Obituaries

Floyd W. Joy 
Floyd W. Joy, 84, of Van-

dalia died Saturday, Nov. 
22, 2025, at the Baptist 
Home Tri-County in Van-
dalia.   

Funeral services were 
held 1 p.m., Wednesday at 
Waters Funeral Home.  Pas-
tor Phil Alvord officiated. 
Burial followed in Vandalia 
Cemetery. 

There was public visita-
tion. 

The family was served by 
Waters Funeral Home of 
Vandalia. 

Floyd was born April 25, 
1941, in Silva, the son of 
Ted and Juanita Barker Joy. 
He was united in marriage 
to Bonnie Pew on Nov. 9, 
1963, in Vandalia.  She sur-
vives him. 

Other survivors include 
two daughters, Sheryl Bar-
tholomew and husband, 
Kelly of Atkinson, Kan., 
and Lori Burns and hus-
band, Randy of Vandalia; a 
brother, Jerry Joy and wife, 
Laura; two sisters, Judy Car-
ney and husband, Bob and 
Ginger Gosling and hus-
band, Ron; grandchildren, 
Kaci Pfaff and husband, 
John, Bradley Burns and 
wife, Paige, Sophia Percivel 
and husband, Dillon, Micah 
Bartholomew; great-grand-
children, Lila-Ann, Lucas, 
Brooklynn and Copper; and 
several nieces and nephews.   

In addition to his parents, 
Mr. Joy was preceded in 
death by his father and 
mother-in-law, Cecil A. and 
Ethel Pew and a great-
granddaughter, Daniela 
Pfaff. 

Professionally Floyd 
worked at Harbison-Walker 
Brick Plant in Vandalia for 
41 and half years, before re-
tiring.  Floyd also helped 
area farmers when needed 
along with running a scrap 
metal salvage on the side. 

Floyd was a simple man 
who believed in hard work 
to provide for his family.  
Away from work, Floyd en-
joyed riding horses, raising 
cattle, homing and roller pi-
geons, and hunting when 
time allowed.   

Mr. Joy's greatest love 
was his wife, children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. He never 
missed an occasion to spend 
time with them. 

Floyd was a faithful 
member of the First Church 
of the Nazarene in Mexico. 

Pallbearers were John 
Pfaff, Micah Bartholomew, 
Joseph Dameron, Michael 
Dameron, Jason Dameron, 
and Bradley Burns. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Community 
Loving Care Hospice, c/o 
Waters Funeral Home. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family on 
Floyd's memorial page at 
www.watersfuneral.com. 

Mark Butler 
Mark Butler, 61 of Palmyra 

died Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025 at 
the Knox County Nursing Home 
near Edina, surrounded by the 
love of his family. 

He was born April 7, 1964 in 
Moline, Ill. 

A devoted husband, father, 
and pawpaw, Mark lived a life 
rooted in compassion, loyalty, 
and a deep love for sports and 
community. 

Born with a competitive 
spirit and a generous heart, Mark 
spent 25 years as an MSHSAA 
official-an accomplishment that 
reflected not only his passion for 
athletics, but also his commit-
ment to fairness, mentorship, 
and the joy of the game.  
Whether on the field, in the 
stands, or watching from home, 
Mark was happiest when sports 
were on and his loved ones were 
near. 

Mark shared 34 beautiful 
years of marriage with his wife, 
Teresa Brumback Butler.  They 
were married Oct. 19, 1991 in 
the First Baptist Church of 
Ewing. Their life together was 
filled with laughter, unwavering 
support, and countless cherished 
memories. 

He was proud dad to a daugh-
ter, Brooke Miller and husband, 
Nathan of Edina; and a son, 
Brock Butler of Monroe City. 
Becoming pawpaw was one of 
Mark’s greatest joys. He adored 
his grandchildren, Logyn, Gan-
non, and Miller who brought 
light, excitement, and endless 
smiles to his day. He was a de-
voted son to his mother, Barbara 
Patchin Brewer of Kahoka.  He 
is also survived by a sister-in-
law and brother-in-law, Lisa 
Walker and husband, Gregg of 
Des Moines, Iowa; and nieces 
and nephews, Kyle Huston, 
Brady Huston and Kristen Sabin 
and husband, Austin; six great-
nieces; and several cousins. 

He was preceded in death by 
a sister, Robin Huston, step-
father, Duane Brewer, his 
mother-in-law and father-in-law, 
Jim and Sharon Brumback, an 
aunt and uncle, Bobby and 
Linda , and cousin, Robbie 
Patchin. 

Mark will be remembered for 
his warmth, humor, integrity, 
and the way he made everyone 
around him feel valued. His leg-
acy lives on in the family he 
deeply loved and in the many 
athletes, colleagues and friends 
whose lives he touched along the 
way. 

He will be profoundly missed 
and forever loved. 

Funeral services were Mon-
day at 10 a.m., at Arnold’s Fu-
neral Home in Canton with 
Pastor Marty Joe Smyser offici-
ating. Burial was in Ewing Me-
morial Cemetery at Ewing. 

Visitation was Sunday from 
4-8 p.m., at Arnold’s Funeral 
Home in Canton. 

Memorials may be made to 
Siteman Cancer Center or Knox 
County Nursing Home. 

 
Pallbearers were Mark Bross, 

Les Nutt, Kyle Huston, Gregg 
Walker, Austin Sabin, Keith 
Kleine, and Todd Kizer. Honor-
ary pallbearers were Tracy 
Baumgartner and the A-Crew. 
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HOMEBANK, located at 
1108 US-61 Business in 
Bowling Green, has donated 
$20,000 toward the con-
struction of a new livestock 
show barn at the Pike 
County Fairgrounds. 

“The county fair, 4-H and 
FFA programs play a vital 
role in the life and strength 
of our area communities,” 

says HOMEBANK Vice 
President Halie Wyble. 
“Their importance extends 
far beyond entertainment—
they’re deeply tied to educa-
tion, economy, and 
community identity. 

“In this new barn, our 
youth will have the chance 
to learn hands-on skills in 
animal care, breeding, and 

business management,” she 
continues. “Showing live-
stock teaches responsibility, 
discipline, record-keeping, 
and ethical practices—skills 
essential for future farmers 
and ag professionals. 

 
“HOMEBANK is 

pleased to be a partner in 
this exciting project,” Wyble 

concluded. 
HOMEBANK, member 

FDIC, headquartered in Pal-
myra with nine branches in 
Missouri and Illinois, is 
committed to serving and 
strengthening its local com-
munities through secure and 
convenient banking serv-
ices, volunteerism, and com-
munity partnerships.

Homebank Supports Pike Fairgrounds

Taylor Braungardt, far right, a representative of the Pike County Youth Fair Board, accepts a check from 
HOMEBANK to be used for the construction of a new livestock show barn at the Pike County Fairgrounds. 
HOMEBANK team members making the presentation are, left to right, Assistant Vice President Hunter Bag-
gett, Vice President Halie Wyble, President Will Konrad, Bank Directors Byron Webb and Joe Thomas, and 
Community Bank President Mary Dickey.

The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) in-
vites people to discover na-
ture through Eagle Days 
events and by watching bald 
eagles around the state. 

 
From December through 

February, Missouri's winter 
eagle watching is spectacu-
lar. Because of Missouri’s 
big rivers, many lakes, and 
abundant wetlands, the 
Show-Me state is one of the 
leading lower 48 states for 
bald eagle viewing. Each 
fall, thousands of these great 
birds migrate south from 
their nesting range in Ca-
nada and the Great Lakes 
states to hunt in Missouri. 
Eagles take up residence 
wherever they find open 
water and plentiful food. 
More than 2,000 bald eagles 
are typically reported in 
Missouri during winter. 

Enjoy MDC Eagle Days 
events 

MDC hosts Eagle Days 
events around the state with 
some including live eagle 
programs, exhibits, activ-
ities, videos, and guides 
with spotting scopes. Some 
require registration. Get 
more information on MDC 
Eagle Days events at 
mdc.mo.gov/events/eagle-
days. 

Look for eagles on your 

own 
Watch for eagles perched 

in large trees along the 
water's edge. Early in the 
morning, find them flying 
and fishing. Be sure to dress 
for winter weather and don't 
forget cameras and binocu-
lars. Here are some hot spots 
around the state for winter 
eagle viewing: 

Eagle Bluffs Conserva-
tion Area on Route K south-
west of Columbia, 

Lake of the Ozarks at Ba-
gnell Dam Access east of 
Bagnell, 

Lock & Dam 20 in Can-
ton, 

Lock & Dam 24 at 
Clarksville, 

Lock & Dam 25 east of 
Winfield, 

Loess Bluffs National 
Wildlife Refuge south of 
Mound City, 

Mingo National Wildlife 

Refuge northwest of Puxico, 
Moses Eagle Park in 

Stella, 
Old Chain of Rocks 

Bridge south of I-270 off of 
Riverview Drive in St. 
Louis, 

Riverlands Environmen-
tal Demonstration Area east 
of West Alton, 

Schell-Osage Conserva-
tion Area north of El Dorado 
Springs, 

Smithville Lake north of 
Kansas City, 

Stockton Lake near 
Stockton, 

Swan Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge south of 

Sumner, 
Table Rock Lake and 

Shepherd of the Hills Fish 
Hatchery southwest of 
Branson, and 

Truman Reservoir west 
of Warsaw. 

Learn more about bald 
eagles in Missouri 

 
Visit the MDC online 

Field Guide at 
mdc.mo.gov/discover-na-
ture/field-guide/bald-eagle. 
Download free publications 
on the Eagle Watch Program 
and Bald Eagles in Missouri 
at mdc.mo.gov/events/ 
eagle-days.

Discover Nature With  
MDC Through Eagle Days

Card of Thanks 
Thank you for all the love, support, and 

prayers that you have extended to our 
family, our church family, and Pike County 
Christian School in the death of Frank. We 
thank God for you all, those who attend 
visitation, the funeral, the following meal, 
and all the comments celebrating Frank’s 
life and service to the Lord. What a bless-
ing! 

We praise and thank God for those who 
sent flowers, cards of sympathy, offer con-
dolences, provided food, served the meal, 
and cleaned up afterwards. We also 
praise and thank God for those who made 
love offerings to our family, the Pike 
County Christian School, provided free 
services or contributed in any way in 
Frank’s name. You are all blessings! 

We praise and thank God for the first re-
sponders, ambulance staff, and coroner 
who responded to our home and all they 
did to attempt to save him. May God bless 
you! 

A special thank you to Brother David 
Land and Brother Jim Miller for the Cele-
bration of Life yservice, to Brother Alan 
Lockard, and Sister Sharon Lockard for 
the use of the Family Resource Center. 
We thank Amy Land for holding everything 
together at Salt River Baptist Association, 
and Pike County Christian School since 
Frank’s death. You are all a blessing! 

Thank you Bibb-Veach Funeral Home  
for all your kindness and service. 

Thank you all and God bless you! 
Rebecca, Andrea, Tom & Tim Welch 

& Families
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Bland Shoots 
11-Pointer 

Justin Bland of Blue 
Springs, formerly of Van-
dalia, brought home an 
11-point buck on opening 
day of firearms season, 
Saturday, Nov. 15.

Leave The Leaves
Pollinators want you to sit back 

and take it easy this fall. 
Put the rake away and use fallen 

leaves as a winter haven for polli-
nators, says Tamra Reall, University 
of Missouri Extension field special-
ist in horticulture. 

Pollinators rely on leaves, plant 
stems and dried flower heads for 
survival. “Let sleeping bees lie, 
since approximately 70 percent of 
all bee species nest in the ground,” 
says Reall. 

 
In winter, native bees take 

shelter from the cold and nest inside 
stems and heads of flowers. Hollow 
stems provide a place for bees to hi-
bernate until spring. 

The hollow stems of smaller 

plants like bee balm are perfect for 
cavity-nesting bees and other bene-
ficial insects. Pithy plants such as 
yucca can provide a hidey-hole for 
larger insects. 

Also, limit moving perennials to 
avoid disturbing pollinators. 

Leave some seed heads for win-
tertime food for small birds. They 
also will appreciate the spaces pro-
vided for insects, which serve as a 
valuable food source for birds. 

Leaving a layer of leaves pro-
vides insulation. It’s like wrapping 
your perennial plants with a cozy 
blanket when winter’s chill hits, 
says Reall. 

It is best not to shred leaves in 
flower beds since shredding dam-
ages overwintering eggs and larvae. 

Insects will shred the leaves for you. 
If you compost, leave your leaf pile 
and let it break down naturally. 
Leaf-eating insects like millipedes 
and roly-polies will thank you. 

Leaves in your beds also provide 
free compost full of organic material 
that can improve soil nutrition, aer-
ation, root penetration and water 
flow in clay-type soils. They may 
also suppress weeds. 

That’s not to say you can’t tidy 
up your lawn, says Reall. 

 
It’s courteous to let neighbors 

know why you are leaving leaves. 
Ask them to join your hands-off ap-
proach to make the neighborhood 
pollinator-friendly and save space in 
the landfill.

Missouri is home to some 
strange wildlife. And winter 
weather shows just how strange-
but-true some native critters can 
be. Did you know that some 
frogs freeze nearly solidly in 
winter – and then thaw in the 
spring?! Some owls start nesting 
in January and their eggs can 
survive temperatures of 10 de-
grees or below freezing! Ground 
squirrels sleep for six months – 
without waking up. 

The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) invites ev-
eryone to learn more about these 
and other strange-but-true ani-
mal facts by joining its Wild 
Webcast on Wildlife Weathering 
Winter on Wednesday, Dec. 17, 
from noon-1 p.m. MDC Natu-
ralist Sarah Easton will share 
fun facts about Missouri wildlife 
in winter – including infor-
mation from the MDC book, 
Strange but True. 

Register at mdc.webex. 
com/weblink/register/reaeb5ed4
95fb39f98dd574dd5120fca0 
and then join the webcast live at 
noon on Dec. 17. Participants 
will receive an email confirma-
tion that includes information on 
how to join the webinar. Check 
junk mail or spam folders for 
registration confirmation.

Jon MDC Online For 
Weathers Winter



 
USED DOUBLEWIDE 

- DUTCH. Amish built in 
Indiana, excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 bath. FI-
NANCING. Call for info 
573-249-3333, markt-
wainmobilehomes. com. 
(tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used mo-

bile homes. Call or text 
573-338-6250 or email 
GregS.CDH@outlook.co
m. (tf) 

2 BEDROOM, 1 bath 
upstairs unit, newly re-
modeled. All new flooring, 
updated kitchen, brand 
new CA & heater, new 
water heater, great neigh-
borhood in Louisiana. De-
posit and references 
required. $795 month. 
Water & trash included. 
Washer, dryer, refrig-
erator and stove. Pet 
friends - cat or small dog. 
Call 636-290-8587. (c2-3) 

 
SELF-STORAGE - In 

Vandalia. Units in 3 sizes 
- 10x20, 10x10, and 
8x10. L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATURITY 

BUILDING - Vandalia - Family 
reunion, shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224. 

NEW SHIPMENT of 
appliances at Vandalia 
Firestone, Appliance & 
Furniture, 573-594-6624. 

 
RUGER GLENFIELD 

6.5 Creedmoor, $385.50. 
Ammunition sale. MO 
Firearms Co., 573-470-
9111. (x5-51) 

 
USED GE dryer $250 - 

matching set. Vandalia 
Firestone, Appliance & 
Furniture, 573-594-6624. 

 
REFURNISHED COM-

PUTERS, parts, acces-
sories. Call Geeky Hillbilly 
Computers 573-324-
7176. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, pas-

senger & light truck, $15 
& up. Vandalia Firestone 
& Appliance, 594-6624.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling Green. 
(tf) 

 
HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, $1,500. 
636-697-8499. (tf) 

C O N C E A L E D 
CARRY TRAINING 
class including NRA Per-
sonal Protection In the 
Home curriculum and all 
requirements for a CCW 
permit will be held on De-
cember 10 & 11. Re-
quires both evenings.  
Class time 6pm.   NRA 
Certified Instructor. For 
more info contact Joe 
Bruch 574-754-2697. 
Class size is limited. 

NO HUNTING - 12812 
Hwy. VV, B.G. & 12970 
Hwy. VV, B.G. No hunting 
or fishing on the property 
of Anthony Bommarito. 
Violators will be prose-
cuted. (x12-1) 

 
NO HUNTING OR 

TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prosecuted. 
Not responsible for in-
juries or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not respon-
sible for accidents on 
property. (tf) 

 
 
 

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - Out-
side hgouse cleaning, 
soffitts, driveways, decks, 
patios, fence cleaning, 
farm equipment, and 
trailers. Free estimates. 
573-253-8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN EQUIP-

MENT & GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, and parts. 
Used golf cars and 
mowers. Hwy. 54 West, 
Louisiana, MO 63353, 
573-754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
LLC - B.G. computer re-
pair & recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or res-
idential, septic pumping & 
repair, sewer augering & 
repair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty rent-
als. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commercial 
or residential, portable 
toilet rental, job sites, 
special events, auctions. 
Brown’s Septic Pumping, 
206 Brown Lane, Lou-
isiana, 754-5812. (tf) 

 
 

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-3654 
annahcx-@gmail.com. 
(tf) 

FOR SALE
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  

Classifieds

WE WELCOME 
YOUR LOCAL 

NEWS
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MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

FOR RENT

HUME 
REMODELING

Call Ty Hume - Cell 573-470-6148

Plumbing • Electric 
Painting • Cabinets • Flooring 

Concrete Vanity & Kitchen 
Tops - Window & Door  

Replacement 
Tex Ceiling Fix

FREE ESTIMATES

PUT OUR  
CLASSIFIEDS TO 
WORK FOR YOU

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$15,743

Stock #T5203 - 2013 Ford F-150, Exterior 
Color Tuxedo Black Metallic, Interior 

Color Pale Adobe, 4 WD, Auto,  
122,610 Miles

Poage Ford

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 
(Public Notice of Filing) 

The Bowling Green R-I School will ac-
cept declarations of candidacy from any 
person interested in running for a position 
on the School Board in the April 7, 2026 
election. Persons interested may file at 
the superintendent's office located 700 
W. Adams St., Bowling Green, MO 
63334. 

For more information, contact the Su-
perintendent’s Office at 573-324-5441. 

Filing will begin on Tuesday, Dec. 9, 
2025, at 8 a.m., and will continue during 
the district's regular business hours, 
which are Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m.-4 p.m.  Filing will not occur on the 
days that the School District’s offices are 
closed due to inclement weather.  Filing 
will also not occur on the following days 
when the School District’s offices are 
closed:  Dec. 24, 25 and 26.  The District 
offices will be open on December 30, 
2025, from 2-5 p.m., for filing.  Filing will 
end on Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2025 at 5 p.m.  
Ballot placement will be determined by 
the order of candidate filing. There are 
three (3) positions available with three-
year terms. 

NOTICE OF ELECTION 
The Middletown Community Fire Pro-

tection District announces the filing for 1 
open Board seat begins Dec. 9, 2025 and 
ends Dec. 31, 2025. Anyone wishing to file 
for candidacy may do so at  at the Middle-
town Community Fire Protection District's 
office during regular business hours. Mid-
dletown Community Fire Protection Dis-
tricts Board Member being elected will 
serve a 6-year term.  

You must live within the Middletown 
Community Fire Protection Districts cov-
erage area to serve on the board.  

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

Yoder Surplus  
Still Not Finished With 

Your Christmas Shopping? 
Come join us for free 

coffee & a fresh  
homemade baked treat 

Saturday, Dec. 6 
Scooters 5% Off 

NOW THRU DEC. 6 
Every 10th Paying Customer Gets A 

$20 Gift Card 
21110 Pike 476 

Bowling Green, MO 63334 
Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Every Day Except Thurs. & Sun.

SERVICES SERVICES

NO HUNTING

SERVICES
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Farber News
BY RUTH WILLIAMS 

 A popular bit of folklore is that 
the number of times it will snow is 
equal to the date of the first snow-
fall…Nov. 29…It’s going to be a 
long winter!    In case of winter 
power outages, Utility provider con-
tact info:  Electric & Gas service – 
Ameren Missouri, 1-800-552-7583, 
https://www. ameren. com/missouri       

If you have a water leak due to 
frozen lines, water/sewer services 
are provided by the city. Contact city 
hall to have your water shut off - 
573-249-3652.  Hours:  Monday, 1-
4:30 p.m.,  Wednesday, 8:30-noon, 
1-4:30 p.m. After hours emergency 
info is on city hall voicemail.    

Mark  your  calendars:  Santa  is 
coming  to  the Farber Fire Station 
on Saturday, Dec. 6, 2-4 p.m. Every-
one welcome.     

Mark Twain Regional Council of 
Governments’ Community Impact 
Grant application has been sub-
mitted for new sidewalks around the 
Community Building. We should 
hear in early 2026 if it will be 
funded.      

We are frequently asked about 
rental property or available building 
lots here. If you have, or know of 
something, please let Barb at City 
Hall, or Ruth Etta know. The hous-
ing shortage is real, and there isn’t a 
quick or easy fix for the problem. We 
can offer competitive property 
values and have room to grow. Our 
convenient location makes us a good 
option for commuters working 
throughout central Missouri.  

Let’s help solve this problem.   
Farber Flashback Question for De-
cember – where was the first school 
in Farber? Hint - It was founded 
soon after the town was laid out and 
the building still stands today.       
With Thanksgiving behind us, and 
the New Year quickly approaching, 
I hope we can all “Pause for Pur-
pose”. As the air turns crisp and the 
holiday lights begin to twinkle, we 
are often swept up in the whirlwind 
of shopping, and "must-have" gift 
lists. But this year, let's collectively 
take a deep breath, push past the 
commercial noise, and remember 
another true reason for the season: 
connection, kindness, and gratitude.  

 
The most meaningful gifts we 

can give are rarely bought; they are 
shared from the heart.    Trade Pres-
ents for Presence: Schedule ded-
icated, uninterrupted time with your 
loved ones. Presence is the most 
valuable gift you can give.

Clopton MS/HS Honor Roll
6TH GRADE 

HONOR ROLL:   Grant 
Adams, Kannyn Beau-
champ, Olivia Burkemper, 
Shae Cannon, Elizabeth 
Carr, Parker Graham, Luke 
Grimes, Madison Henry, Sa-
vannah Hunter, Gavin Land, 
Averi Lilley,  Kaden 
McClain, Kase Raby, Lan-
don Spangler, Jamy Stand-
ifer, Slayte Steinmann, 
Kelly Stewart, Daisy 
Stribling, Donothan Weaver, 
Chael Weide, Dominic 
West, Cooper Wilson. 

HONORABLE MEN-
TION:  Jayce Cornelius, 
Kenneth Roberts, Parker 
Tuter. 

7TH GRADE 
HONOR ROLL:   Jack-

lyn Anderson, Amelia 
Braungardt, Lyla Chilson, 
Ava Colbert, Adilynn Dal-
ton, Jackson Davis, Levi 
Eoff, Christopher Goad Jr., 
Kara Hammett, Angel How-
arth, Lillian Hunter, Wayne 
Hunter, Drake Johnson, Hai-
ley Lovell, Brittney Lucas, 
Payton Palmer, Jaquan Sin-
nott, Loretta Stewart, Bray-
lin Sutton, Nathan Taylor. 

HONORABLE MEN-
TION:  Camren Carr, Brock 
Eddy, Henley Haskins, 
Kayden Hubbard, Edward 
Hunot, Landon Jones, Scott 
Komlosy. 

8TH GRADE 
HONOR ROLL:   Ava 

Adams, Donna Lisa Ahema, 
Wyatt Baker, Addilyn 
Bridgeman, Bowen Cannon, 
Trinnity Capps, Tessa 
Evans, Kynnedy Hallows, 
Lane Jarosik, Jerry Mac-
Laughlin, Kamryn Mashek, 
Joshua Meier, Evie Menne, 
Gracie Menne, Paisleigh 
Spoonster, Jeffrey Stahl-
schmidt, Anna Stewart, Hai-
ley Traw, Bryson 
VanBebber, Ian West, Wyatt 
Wilson, Vivienne Woods. 

HONORABLE MEN-
TION:  Michael Haffner-
Street, Tyler Harrelson, 
Lane Haskins, Trenton 
Heckrodt, Jacob Miller, 
Blake Palmer. 

9TH GRADE 
HONOR ROLL:   Beau 

Beauchamp, Ella Beeghly, 
Millayna Brown, Colin Bul-
lock, Christopher Capps, 
Brooklynn Carr, Bennett 
Colbert, Corey Couch, Lexi 
Enloe, Alaina Henderson, 
Bailey Land, Josilynn Ma-
gruder, Trinity Marler, Da-
nika Martin, Austin 
McNeese, Charlotte Mills, 
Savannah Mills, Ridge Mit-
chell, Blaine Reeve, 

LeeAnna Rogers, Caden 
Simmons, Jayden Suddarth, 
Madalyn Thompson, Briley 
VanBebber, Maci Weaver, 
Libby Wilson. 

HONORABLE MEN-
TION:  Austin Dillon, 
Keaira Goad, Charlotte Ha-
skins, Ashlyn Jeans, Carter 
Spangler, Lilly Stribling. 

10TH GRADE 
HONOR ROLL:  Hazel 

Becker, Maddison Berar-
dino, Gracie Heckrodt, 
Jason Hoffman, Kailey 
Jones, Tristan Malloy, Tay-
dem Roberts, Alex Shade, 
Trey Spoonster, Bruce Ste-
wart, Aubrey Twardowski, 
Micheal Wheeler, Made-
lynne Williams, Skyler Wil-
son. 

HONORABLE MEN-
TION:  Jillian Chier, Joseph 
Henderson, Maiya Holt, 
Alexis James, Jacob Lovell, 
Shelby Wright. 

11TH GRADE 
HONOR ROLL:   Lillian 

Baker, Amber Caplin, Siena 
Carnahan, Macy Enloe, Ma-
rijayne Goad, Chris Grillo, 
Luke Grillo, Karsyn Hal-
lows, Jacob Harrelson, Jack-
son Hayden, Phoebe 
Hayden,  Richard Jones, 
Bobbi Jo Kaimann, Wyatt 
Myers, Ashlyn Noah, Cal-
leigh Noah, Coleman 
Palmer, Nathaniel Sadler, 
Alayla Smith, Charleigh 
Spoonster, Corey Umfleet, 
Caden Weber, Steven 
Wheeler. 

HONORABLE MEN-
TION:  Matthew Barkley, 
Bradyn Clark, Isabella 
Craig, Keegan Fox, Jason 
Haynes, Braxton Jelinek, 
Camden Lilley, Peyton 
Luke, Rayme Stewart, 
Rowan Wilson, Haley 
Wright. 

12TH GRADE 
HONOR ROLL:  Ava 

Bankhead, Makinley Carr, 
Teagan Craig, Joseph Dil-
lon, Michael Evans, Aiyana 
Ferguson, John Grillo, Tylie 
Gronek, Larson Hall, 
Brookelynn Holt, Addyson 
Johnson, Campbell Lindsay, 
Carlyn Lockard, Gracey 
MacLaughlin, Adam Ma-
theny, James Matheny, 
Avenley Mitchell, Finn 
O’Brien, Serenity Robinson, 
Ava Rogers, Tucker Sal-
mons, Sophie Simmons, 
Tinleigh Spoonster, Marley 
Stout, Katherine Truetken, 
Kyle West, Kaden Wilson. 

 
HONORABLE MEN-

TION:  Garrett Ham, Ty Sta-
nek. 

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet

2,170 
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360 
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Feeder Sale Report For 11-24-2025      Monday Receipts 2,170 Head

300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 
 
Bred Cows - Better 
Pairs
 
High Dressing 
Bulk 
 
Slaughter Bulls

Choice 2 & 3

Slaughter Cows

Computer Avg.

Steers, medium & large 1,267 
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21 

109 
176 
187 
47 
16 

 
 
 
 
 

Top
360 
380 
360 
330 
310 
280 
270 

 
 
 

254 
160
120 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

450 
440 
410 
385 
345 
297 
295 

 
281.75 
413.75 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

205 
 
 

215

Low 
Thin 
 

120 
90 

 
 
 

12 
216 

Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 

Others

Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select Select

ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Pictured, from left:  Auxiliary President Victoria Shaw, second place Landon Wilson, Honorable Mention 
Reagan Landis, third place Allison Graves, Honorable Mention Alexis Elliott, first place Hallie Brown, first 
place Weston Kohl and Communication Arts teacher Shaylin Bailey.

2025-26 Patriot’s Pen Winners 
Vandalia VFW Post 2173 

and Auxiliary announce the 
winners of the 2025-2026 
Patriot's Pen Essay Contest. 

 
Shaylin Bailey's 35 eight 

grade Communication Arts 
students wrote essays for the 

Patriot's Pen Essay Contest 
sponsored by the Vandalia 
VFW Post 2173  and  its  
Auxiliary.   

The  2025-26  Theme  
was  "How  Are  You  Show-
ing Patriotism And Support 
For Our Country?"  The es-

says were 300-400 words in 
length.  Two   first   place   
winners'   essays   were   for-
warded   on   to   District   17 
competition.     A   first   
place   winner   was   al-
lowed   for   every   15   es-
says   written.  

Auxiliary President Vic-
toria Shaw presented the 
students' official certificates 
and monetary awards on 
Friday, Nov. 21.   

 
The first place national 

award is currently $5,000.

Santa’s Coming To 
Farber Firehouse 

Saturday, Dec. 6 2-4 p.m. 
Hot chocolate & cookies provided 

Children of all ages welcome 
No admission cost 

Sponsored by Farber Fire Dept.,  
First Responders & Fire Dept. Auxiliary

The Missouri Department of 
Agriculture is offering 30 high 
school students representing 4-H 
clubs, FFA chapters and farm fam-
ilies throughout Missouri the op-
portunity to explore careers in 
agriculture through the 2026 Mis-
souri Agribusiness Academy 
(MAbA). MAbA is a competitive 
program for sophomores interested 
in pursuing agriculture-related de-
grees and careers. 

“For nearly 40 years the Mis-
souri Department of Agriculture 
has connected students to career 
opportunities across the entire ag-
riculture industry,” said Director of 
Agriculture Chris Chinn. “We are 
excited in 2026 to introduce stu-
dents to many opportunities in the 
St. Louis region. Appropriately 
called the Plant Science Corridor, 
St. Louis is a powerhouse for agri-
culture technology and innova-
tion.” 

The students selected will par-
ticipate in a yearlong program to 
learn about agriculture career op-
portunities, tour agribusinesses in 
the St. Louis area, visit the Mis-
souri State Fair and learn more 
about the agriculture industry in 
Jefferson City.  

The 2026 schedule will include 
visits with industry and agribusi-
ness leaders, as well as tours of 
their facilities. 

MO Agribusiness 
Academy Application
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OATS Transit Receives Grant From 
Green Foundation

OATS Transit, a Missouri 
based not-for-profit trans-
portation provider, is 
pleased to have received a 
$20,000 grant from the 
Allen P. & Josephine B. 
Green Foundation.   

The funds donated by the 
Foundation will be used to-
ward the purchase of a new 
vehicle for our service in 
Moberly and Randolph 
County area.  

The Green family history 
in Missouri dates back to the 
early 1900’s. In 1910, Allen 
P. Green purchased a brick 
and fire clay company in 
Mexico MO that became the 
A.P. Green Fire Brick Com-
pany. His company brought 

tremendous economic 
growth and jobs to Mid-
Missouri.  Under his leader-
ship, they became the 
largest producer of refrac-
tory products with branches 
all over the world. In 1941, 
his Foundation was created 
to support central Missouri 
endeavors. 

OATS Transit offers daily 
transportation in-town 
Moberly, as well as service 
to Columbia, each weekday. 
We offer rides to work, 
medical appointments, es-
sential shopping and more.  
“We are committed to help-
ing passengers stay con-
nected and supported in 
their daily lives” said Sheree 

Webb, Northeast Regional 
Director. “Thanks to Foun-
dations like the Allen P. & 
Josephine B. Green Founda-
tion we are able to fill this 
gap in the community. Local 
support is crucial to help us 
be there for those who need 
our service,” added Webb. 

 
Rural residents of any 

age and ability can ride 
OATS Transit by calling us 
at 800-654-6287. Local 
schedules can be found on 
our website at www.oat-
stransit.org by clicking on 
bus schedules tab to see 
service in your County. Fol-
low us at facebook.com/oat-
stransit.

MU Extension Uses NASA Data
University of Missouri Ex-

tension specialists are using 
NASA satellite data to help 
transportation planners identify 
areas along highways in the St. 
Louis metropolitan region 
where green infrastructure 
could reduce extreme heat and 
improve public health. 

Michael Sunde, MU Exten-
sion state natural resource spe-
cialist, is working with the 
East-West Gateway Council of 
Governments on an initiative 
that analyzes data from the In-
ternational Space Station, 
which provides high-resolution 
imagery of land surface tem-
peratures. These geospatial in-
sights help planners design 
green spaces near transit corri-
dors to improve public health 
and safety, enhance roadway 

aesthetics and reduce long-term 
maintenance costs, Sunde says. 

“Green infrastructure plays 
a vital role in cooling urban en-
vironments, filtering storm-
water and supporting 
biodiversity,” he says. “By in-
tegrating science-based data 
from multiple agencies, we can 
make better-informed transpor-
tation planning decisions.” 

Green infrastructure refers 
to natural and engineered sys-
tems that manage water and 
heat while supporting ecologi-
cal health. Common examples 
include: 

Urban tree canopies and 
vegetated buffers along roads. 

Rain gardens and bioswales 
to manage stormwater. 

Green roofs and living near 
transit hubs. 

Permeable pavements that 
reduce runoff and heat absorp-
tion. 

Native plant landscaping to 
support pollinators and wild-
life. 

Constructed wetlands for 
water filtration and habitat cre-
ation. 

These features not only re-
duce surface temperatures but 
also improve air quality, reduce 
flooding and create more liv-
able urban environments, 
Sunde says. 

The Ecological Initiative 
compiles and shares environ-
mental data with metropolitan 
planning organizations, state 
departments of transportation 
and local governments to sup-
port ecologically responsible 
infrastructure development.
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