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By Brent Engel 
Contributing Writer 
Editor’s note: This is the 

first story in a series by con-
tributing writer Brent 
Engel. 

A national scandal from 
150 years ago entangled 
three Pike County men and 
prompted a move that no 
one saw coming. 

The Whiskey Ring trials 
of 1875 involved millions of 
dollars, powerful pol-
iticians, rich distillers, cor-
rupt government agents and 
dozens of greedy bit players 
in multiple cities. 

John Brooks Henderson, 
David Patterson Dyer and 
James Overton Broadhead 
were resolute attorneys who 
believed in adherence to the 
law, and they had little re-
gard for anyone who trifled 
with it — even when sus-
picions turned toward the 
administration of President 
Ulysses S. Grant. 

Some thought prosecu-
tors went too far. Others 
said they stopped short — 
or were prevented from 
moving ahead. No matter, 
the case included a cast 
more rotten than any Holly-
wood crooked caper. 

“The investigation was 
long and tedious, and the 

difficulties encountered 
while obtaining evidence of 
a legal and convincing char-
acter were very great,” Dyer 
wrote in his autobiography. 
“Little by little, however, 
facts were discovered that 
paved the way for an expo-
sure which astounded and 
shocked the country.” 

The Whiskey Ring was a 
scam meant to help pay for 
Grant’s 1872 re-election. At 
least that’s how it began. 

It ended up lining a lot of 
pockets with a lot of cash. 
There is no evidence Grant 
participated in the fraud or 
even knew its full extent 
until the details came out, 
but some of his men were in 
it up to their eyeballs. 

Corrupt distillers and 
regulators cheated the gov-
ernment out of tax revenue 
on America’s favorite liquor 
following the Civil War. At 
its height, the scheme pro-
duced what today would be 
almost $47 million a year. 

Federal law required dis-
tillers to pay a tax of 70 
cents per gallon — around 
$20 today. The Ring 
charged half that, but ap-
plied stamps to each barrel 
indicating the full fee had 
been paid. The bribery 
spread across at least six 
cities, but was focused in St. 
Louis. 

The instigator was 43-
year-old John McDonald, 
often described as a loath-
some character who had 
great connections but no ev-
ident morals. He came to St. 
Louis around 1850 and 
quickly began hoodwinking 
steamboat operators on the 
Mississippi River. The New 
York Sun said the handsome 
swindler was considered “a 
tricky fellow” whose decade 
on the St. Louis docks “did 

not improve either his 
manners or his morals.” 

McDonald cheated on his 
wife – even forcing her to 
accept his lover into their 
home – and was what author 
Edward S. Cooper called “a 
completely disinterested 
father” to their two children. 

In 1858, McDonald suc-
cessfully rigged a congres-
sional election, the outcome 
of which was overturned. 
During the Civil War, he 
was an officer in the 
Union’s Eighth Missouri 
Volunteer Infantry, which 
saw heavy action. 

No one is sure when he 
met Grant. Historians say it 
could have been while the 
future President lived in St. 
Louis. The two also may 
have crossed paths at Cape 
Girardeau during the war. 

A court marital in 1862 
did not stop McDonald 
from hustling. He traded 
cotton with Confederates, 
stole fees from abandoned 
Southern rental properties 
and charged men to get out 
of militia service. Grant was 
known to value loyalty 
above just about everything 
else and he had an unshak-
able trust in McDonald. 

Grant would later recall 
he “was aware (McDonald) 
was not an educated man” 
but “would not call him ig-
norant exactly.” 

After the Confederates 
surrendered, McDonald be-
came a war claims agent. 
Grant then appointed him a 
federal tax collector under 
the title “Supervisor of In-
ternal Revenue for Mis-
souri, Arkansas and the 
Indian Territory.” 

It was yet another oppor-
tunity for criminal endeavor. 

Next time: An influential 
prosecutor. 

Relay For Life Returns To Pike County 
Raises Nearly $14,000

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Relay for Life Returns to 
Pike County, Raises Nearly 
$14,000 

For the first time since 
2017, Relay for Life re-
turned to Pike County and 
helped raise just under 
$14,000 for the American 
Cancer Society. 

Held on Oct. 4 at the 
Bowling Green City Park, 
the event was organized by 
Jane Gartman, who brought 
the cause back in honor of 
her daughter, Hannah, who 
passed away after a year-
and-a-half battle with 
cancer. Hannah had ex-
pressed disappointment 
when she learned the county 
no longer hosted the event. 

“She was just shocked 
when I told her,” Gartman 
said in an earlier interview. 
“She said, ‘Oh my God, 
Mom. Really?’” 

That conversation 
sparked a mission and this 
year’s Relay marked the be-
ginning of what Gartman 
hopes will become an an-
nual tradition again in Pike 
County. 

“It was very good for our 
first event in years,” Gart-
man said. 

The evening included a 
silent auction, multiple food 
vendors, bingo, a cakewalk, 
children’s activities, and the 
luminaria ceremony. Gart-
man said one of the most 
meaningful parts of the 
night was hearing from 
speakers who had faced 
cancer personally. 

“I felt like the speakers 
really made an impact,” she 
said. “People appreciated 
their stories. And I think the 
entertainment was well re-
ceived, too.” 

 
Still, Gartman noted that 

planning an event of this 
size for the first time came 
with challenges. “We got 
some feedback. People 
wanted more activities, 
more time with the luminar-
ias, and a little more variety 
for the kids. So we’re al-
ready working to improve 
those things next year.” 

One issue that affected 
turnout near the end of the 
evening was a pause in ac-
tivities during the reading of 
the luminaria names. “We 
stopped everything (bingo, 

games, everything) and 
some of our crowd left,” she 
explained. “Next time, we’ll 
let people keep enjoying the 
event. If they want to hear 
the names, they can go over 
and listen. But we won’t 
stop everything again.” 

Despite those growing 
pains, community support 
was strong. “The area busi-
nesses were so kind,” Gart-
man said. “I was just 
showered with help. It was 
wonderful. The whole com-
munity really came 
through.” 

Looking ahead, the event 
is already scheduled to re-
turn next year, although this 
time under a new name: 
Pike County Hope. 

The biggest change? All 
funds raised in 2026 will 
stay in Pike County to assist 
local cancer patients di-
rectly. 

“We want to be able to 
help people who are getting 
treatment,” Gartman said. 
“There’s no reason we can’t 
give someone $50 or $100 
to help with gas or a meal. 
When my daughter was 
going through it, people 
brought her food, gave her 
gift cards, helped with gas. 
That kind of local support 
matters.” 

Gartman said she had al-
ready heard from cancer 
survivors who tried to get 
help from national organiza-
tions but didn’t qualify. 
“They said they didn’t meet 
the criteria and didn’t get 
any help,” she said. “We 
want to make sure people 
here don’t fall through the 
cracks.” 

Next year’s event is 
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 
3, 2026, and will start ear-
lier in the afternoon at 2 
p.m., to give families more 
time to enjoy the day. 

Each team will be en-
couraged to run its own 
booth or fundraising activ-
ity. The popular bingo event 
led by Team Hanna Banana 
is expected to return, as is 
the cakewalk. But changes 
are coming there too. 

“We had way too many 
cakes,” Gartman said with a 
laugh. “Next time, we’ll 
have some prizes mixed in. 
We’re also hoping to offer 
more things for kids.” 

Teams will be encour-
aged to offer games or inter-

active booths, and some are 
already asking about adding 
lap-walking fundraisers, 
similar to the original Relay 
format where sponsors 
pledged money per lap 
walked. 

“We didn’t have lap 
walkers this year, but we 
had teams ask about it for 
next time,” she said. “So 
we’re adding that back in. 
Each tent will have some-
thing going on, and there’ll 
be something for everyone 
to enjoy.” 

The luminaria ceremony 
will still be a key part of the 
night but moved later in the 
evening, with luminarias re-
maining lit until at least 
9:30 p.m., to allow more 
time for people to reflect. 

Pike County Hope’s next 
planning meeting is set for 
January 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Home Health and Hospice 
building in Bowling Green, 
and all are welcome to at-
tend. 

Gartman emphasized that 
anyone who wants to help 
even with just one aspect of 
the event is encouraged to 
join. 

“If someone wants to 
chair the cakewalk or han-
dle finding speakers, that 
would be wonderful,” she 
said. “We need more people 
to take on those roles. A lot 
of folks have already told 
me they want to step up this 
year now that they’ve seen 
how it works.” 

For those who can’t at-
tend meetings but still want 
to offer ideas or volunteer, 
contacting Gartman directly 
is also an option. 

Gartman also mentioned 
that a new logo for Pike 
County Hope is in the 
works, possibly featuring a 
silhouette of the county with 
the word Hope across it. A 
red-lettered Hope sign is 
also planned for display at 
the city park. 

“We started this pretty 
late in the year—maybe 
June or July,” she said. “But 
now we’ve got a full year to 
plan, and we’re open to all 
ideas.” 

 
Those interested in help-

ing are encouraged to attend 
the monthly meetings or 
contact Jane by calling Sally 
Janes Beauty Shop at (573) 
324-5491

Hit The Road 
Henderson Ousted In Whiskey Ring Case

Louisiana Church Walk Is Dec. 14

BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

The Louisiana Area His-
torical Museum will sponsor 
its 32nd annual Mid-Town 
Church Walk on Dec. 14. 

“This is a unique Christ-
mas experience that cele-
brates the arrival of our savior 
Jesus Christ as the true mean-
ing of the season,” said Mu-
seum Board President Brent 
Engel. “We encourage people 
to enjoy the sights and sounds 
of the talented folks who are 
adding a little more joy to the 
holiday.” 

The event begins at 3 p.m., 
at First Christian, 517 South 
Carolina. Participants will 

then walk to First Baptist, 
Centenary United Methodist, 
Calvary Episcopal and First 
Presbyterian. There will be 
light refreshments at the fin-
ish. 

Each church gets 15 mi-
nutes to perform a program of 
Scriptures, hymns and poetry. 
The rich history and distinct 
beauty of each parish adds to 
the experience. Some of the 
structures date to the late 
1800s, serving as ephemeral 
foundations of abiding faith. 

First Christian has a mod-
ern sanctuary that makes it 
acoustically welcoming. 
Large pipe organs serve as a 
backdrop to the altars at First 

Baptist and Centenary United 
Methodist, which stand ac-
ross from each other at Sev-
enth and South Carolina. 

The breath-taking stained-
glass windows in Calvary 
Episcopal at 704 Georgia are 
intricate, as are the larger, 
elaborate stained-glass offer-
ings inside First Presbyterian 
at 121 S. Eighth. 

Louisiana has several 
other churches, but their dis-
tance from the downtown 
area makes visits by the 
Church Walk impractical. 

Engel will continue a tra-
dition started by the first mu-
seum president, Martha Sue 
Smith. She signaled when it 
was time to move to the next 
stop by ringing an antique 
bell. The late Dorothy Webb 
and museum board member 
Judy Schmidt have also led 
the walk. 

This will be the fifth year 
Engel has had control of the 
bell, although he often lets 
children ring it. Of course, a 
church that goes over the 15-
minute program limit could 
get rung up. 

“I have no constraints 
about cutting off violators,” 
said Engel, who admits such 
Grinchly self-righteousness 
pushes the boundaries of sea-
sonal bliss. “I might allow a 
few seconds, but don’t bet on 
it.” 

While there is no admis-
sion charge, donations are 
welcomed. All proceeds will 
go toward the museum’s on-
going restoration project. The 
first phase, an upgrade of the 
exterior facade, has been 
completed. The second phase 
– restoration of the second 
floor to allow for more ex-
hibits – is scheduled to begin 
soon.

John McDonald

Editor's note: Following 
is part one of a true story by 
contributing writer Brent 
Engel in honor of his father, 
John Theodore "Jack" 
Engel, who died on Dec. 22, 
2013, at age 85, and family 
friend Larry Eilers, who 
passed on March 19, 2020, 
at age 80.  

To me, the scents of the 
season are just as important 
as the sights and sounds. 

And for that reason, there 
is one Christmas I’ll never 
forget. 

In our house, the holiday 
just wasn’t the same without 
a real tree. To earn a little 
extra scratch, my father had 
joined a farmer friend, 
Larry, in an agricultural 
business venture. 

By the time I was nine 
years old, the firs and pines 
they had planted were tall 
enough to catch the eyes of 
customers. 

The trees had been 
planted a quarter-mile from 
the barn where Larry kept 
his hogs. When he wasn’t 
teaching classes at our 
small-town high school or 
doing jobs around the 
house, Dad helped Larry. 

My father had grown up 
on a farm, one that in 2025 
is still in the family after 
195 years, and so he loved 
the outdoor work. 

Dad traveled the four 
miles to Larry’s farm in an 
old Ford pickup he had 
bought for $100. It chugged 
and heaved and hardly 
topped 40 miles an hour. It 

was a piece of crap, and it 
certainly smelled like it with 
all of the manure that had 
been scooped into and out 
of the bed. 

If there was one thing 
Dad loved more than raising 
Christmas trees, it was dec-
orating Christmas trees. 

By tradition, our family 
hung all the trimmings the 
first weekend in December. 
Had Dad had his druthers, 
the decorations would have 
stayed up all year, but Mom 
proved that Scrooges do 
exist. 

On the Day the Engel 
Family Got Its Christmas 
Tree that year, the forecast 
called for rain changing to 
sleet and then snow. 

Larry had already made 
plans to take his wife 
Christmas shopping, so he 
wouldn’t be available to 
help with the tree cutting. 
For the first time, Dad asked 
if I wanted to tag along. 

My brother, who was 
seven, was upset to tears be-
cause he wasn’t included. 
That made my quick, affir-
mative answer all the more 
satisfying. 

“You can go next year,” 
Dad said to my brother as 
we headed to the garage. 

The first drops of rain hit 
the windshield of the old 
junker as we pulled out of 
the driveway. By the time 
we got to the farm, there 
was a steady shower. The 
temperature also was start-
ing to fall and the wind had 
picked up. 

“Larry asked me to stop 
by and make sure the hogs 
are OK,” Dad said to me as 
we drove past the tree stand 
along the gravel road lead-
ing to the hog lot. The old 
pickup sputtered to a stop 
beside the manure pit. 

“You wait here,” Dad 
said before getting out and 
walking into the barn. 

When he emerged 15 mi-
nutes later, the wind was 
swirling even stronger. 

“Gave them some new 
straw and water,” Dad said.  
“Now, let’s get that tree and 
get home.” 

Dad fired up the truck 
and drove to the tree patch. 
Water glistened off the 
needles as he took the 
spiked-tooth saw in hand 
and walked toward a fir that 
looked perfect. 

I held the stalk as Dad 
bent down to work at the 
base. Sleet began to pelt us 
just as the saw cut through 
the last fibers. 

“It’s getting colder,” Dad 
said. “Let’s load this and 
go.” 

We put the tree in the bed 
of the pickup and slowly 
rolled back toward the 
blacktop. When we pulled 
into the driveway 15 mi-
nutes later, I saw the lights 
of our living room through 
the ice that the windshield 
wipers had trouble remov-
ing. It looked so warm and 
cozy. 

Dad and I pulled the tree 
up the sidewalk to the front 

The Year Christmas Stunk

Bob Martin sings "O, Holy Night" during last year’s 
Louisiana Area Historical Museum Mid-Town Church 
Walk. This year’s event starts at 3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 
14, and features 15-minute programs at First Chris-
tian, First Baptist, Centenary United Methodist, Cal-
vary Episcopal and First Presbyterian. us are 
becoming more clear by the day,” he continued. 
“Some of my priorities include more housing, a tourist 
attraction of some sort, and a community that is proud 
to be from Louisiana again.”Vandalia Man Charged With Sexual Abuse

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Audrain County Man 
Charged with Sexually 
Abusing a Five-Year-Old 

An Audrain County man 
has been charged with mul-
tiple felonies following an 
investigation by the Audrain 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

According to court doc-
uments filed Monday, Dec. 
1, Assistant Prosecuting At-
torney Jordan Duenckel has 
charged Anthony R. Holt-
kamp, 43, of Vandalia, with 
the following offenses: 

- Child Molestation in the 
First Degree (two counts) 

- Statutory Sodomy or 
Attempted Statutory Sod-
omy – Person Less Than 12 
Years Old 

-Sexual Exploitation of a 
Minor 

The charges stem from a 
report made to law enforce-
ment on Nov. 30. A prob-
able cause statement filed 
by the Sheriff’s Office out-
lines the allegations and in-
dicates the investigation 
began after a witness re-
ported suspicious images 
and statements involving a 
five-year-old victim. 

In the probable cause 
statment, a witness told 
Audrain County Sheriff’s 
deputies that they located a 
photograph of the five-year-

Anthony Holtkamp

Continued  to page 7

Continued  to page 7
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Pike To Pike . . .Thanks to Alliance for their hard 
work in cleaning the large amount 
of snow, then rain, freezing, and 
then no place to pile up all the 
frozen snow! 

So how can we engineer our fu-
ture of Bowling Green? Through 
hands on learning and through 
education even starting in middle 
school. It’s not too early to 
plant the seeds and 
needs of today’s AI soci-
ety! We have emphasized 
the need for higher edu-
cation for multiple dec-
ades. As a former 
educator, I have been a 
major promoter of profes-
sional education. 

However, with what has 
been taught in our four-
year colleges and univer-
sities that has been 
counter-cultural, and too many 
have graduated with unusable de-
grees, (I believe college is a great 
preparation for life experiences), 
not all desire nor need or can af-
ford this type of education. I have 
always been a strong proponent of 
trade schools which can start as 
early as middle school. This can 
start with hammering a nailpro-
gressing to initial concepts of engi-
neering.  

Building a go-cart can introduce 
and create passions for a multi-
tude of engineering trades from 
mechanics to welding, from design 
to storing electricity. This could 
lead to a passion for the motor-
sport industry. Designing can lay a 
foundation for home, hospital, 
fashion, and sky-scapers! The sky 
is the limit. This goes for so many 
occupations that are here now and 
for the future.  

There are no age limits with the 
possibility to retrain and re-edu-
cate workers that are concerned 
about losing their jobs due to arti-
ficial intelligence. All of us are 
created and geared to fresh starts 

and lifelong learning. The problem 
is, we are potentially too lazy, 
scared, lacking confidence to start 
all over, or simply want to stay in 
our comfort zones. As a com-
munity, we must make a long-
standing commitment to workforce 
development. This approach not 
only meets the needs of Bowling 

Green and our citizens, 
which includes our former 
and current BGHS gradu-
ates, but a trained work-
force for Missouri and 
beyond.  

We must provide high-
quality, affordable educa-
tion that leads to 
socioeconomic devel-
opment in our town. 
Welders, mechanics, car-
penters, contractors, food 
industry, farmers and 

ranchers, must open their doors to 
mentoring and hiring of our cit-
izens and Bowling Green students 
today and not wait for other oppor-
tunities elsewhere to attract them 
away from our wonderful town! 
Business owners, farmers, and 
civic leaders must come together 
to create opportunities for our now 
and our future! Water and energy 
are needed forever, and many op-
portunities for water treatment and 
energy requirements are needed 
right now! Parents, please start di-
recting your children to higher edu-
cation that involves our trades as 
well as the need for doctors, 
nurses, healthcare professionals, 
etc. Plant the seeds, encourage 
big dreams, watch our children 
blossom into future ranchers, 
plumbers, etc., and become major 
contributors to our city and bey-
ond.  

 
We emphasize teamwork in our 

sports and clubs so let’s build 
teams that bridge the gap between 
academia and industry that engi-
neers our amazing future! 

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Put Our  
Classifieds To Work 

For You

Call 324-6111 
To Place Your Ads

 
By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 

1-217-320-8438  
 Keep each other in 

prayer. Pray for God's guid-
ance in each other's lives. 
Thank God for everything 
He has done for us and con-
tinues to do for us.  

And she shall bring forth 
a son, and thou shalt call His 
name JESUS: for He shall 
save His people from their 
sins.  Matthew 1:21      

Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries for the week Dec. 10 - 
16, 2025: 

Dec. 13 - Nettie Hankins 
Dec. 15 - Anita Troxell, 

Jennifer Brown 
Dec. 16 - Butch Cope, 

Kent Harter 
 
The Pike County Senior 

Citizens Center at 220 West 
Adams Street in Pittsfield 
will be holding their fund-
raiser fish fry this Thursday, 
Dec. 11, 4:30-6 p.m.  

The menu will be your 
choice of catfish fillet or 
buffalo with three set sides 
which will include this 

month potato salad, pasta 
salad, and cherry salad plus 
your choice of dessert and 
tea. Eat in or carry out. All 
ages are welcome. They 
thank you for your con-
tinued support. Questions? 
Please call 217-285-4969.  

They also have gift certif-
icates available for any 
amount. Please note that 
there will not be a fish fry in 
January or February. Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

December schedule for 
both Buggs' Family Opry 
and the Big River Band:  
Friday, Dec. 12, will be the 
only show that the Buggs' 
Family Opry will be having 
in December, with special 
guest Debbie Schneider, and 
it starts at 7 p.m. And the 
only show The Big River 
Band will be having in De-
cember is on New Year's 
Eve, Dec. 31, with the show 
starting at 6 p.m. Everyone 
is welcome to attend both of 
these shows. 

Again, if the weather 
turns dramatic and the roads 
get icy on the nights The 
Big River Band is to play, 
give any member a phone 
call or check on the newly 
made Big River Band Face-
book page or listen to 
WBBA or KJFM. We do not 
want anyone risking to have 
a fall or a wreck.  

"Did you know if you 
learned one new fact per 
second, to fill and overflow 
your brain with information 
would take you over three 
million years?" quoted by 
Dr. Ben Carson 

Georgia and George 

Ruble stopped by to visit for 
a few minutes on the morn-
ing of Saturday, Dec. 6. It's 
always nice to have friends 
to stop by. 

The afternoon of Dec. 6, 
Jamie and I went to the 
home of Shirley and Mike 
Straus of Perry to visit. It 
was nice to get in a good 
visit. 

The Hymn Sing at the 
Detroit Christian Church 
that was held Sunday after-
noon, Dec. 7, had 51 in at-
tendance. Considering how 
many other activities was 
going on in the area, that 
was a good group. It was en-
joyed by all, and several 
churches in our area were 
represented. 

While Jamie and I were 
at the Hymn Sing, we en-
joyed visiting with Rick and 
Veneita Blackstun. They 
mentioned how they en-
joyed the Christmas Parade 
in Louisiana, which was 
held over the weekend. 

Trivia Questions for This 
Week: 

1. In what two states does 
the Appalachian Trail begin 
and end? 

2. The angel of the Lord 
told Joseph to take Mary 
and Jesus from Bethlehem 
to where to keep Jesus safe 
from Herod? 

3. Once Jesus was safe 
(question 2), and Herod had 
died, the angel appeared to 
Joseph and after telling him 
it was safe to leave, where 
did Joseph take Mary and 
Jesus to live? 

4. Which state has the 
most miles of the Appala-
chian Trail?

WE WELCOME YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

Learn To User Deer Tallow
Learn how to use deer tal-

low from the comfort of 
your own home during two 
virtual programs on Tues-
day, Dec. 16 with the Mis-
souri Department of 
Conservation (MDC). 

Historically, many parts 
of harvested deer were used 
for survival. From meat for 
consumption to candle mak-
ing from the tallow, every 
usable part of a harvested 
deer was carefully con-
served. 

These hands-on work-
shops will demonstrate tech-
niques for rendering fat and 
processing tallow. Partici-
pants will receive instruc-
tions on how to create heel 
balm, body butter, candles, 
and fire starters at home.   

MDC staff will use deer 
fat for the demonstration. 
Participants are invited to 
follow along using fat from 

deer they harvest. To collect 
deer fat, skin the deer and 
remove the hard, waxy fat 
from the back of the deer 
and around the kidneys. 
Once the fat has been re-
moved, freeze it in a con-
tainer or zip bag. 

Registration is required 
for either virtual session on 
Dec. 16. The classes will be 
offered at the following 
times: 

Noon-1 p.m. Register 
here: https://mdc-event-
web.s3licensing.com/Event/
EventDetails/214092 

5:30-6:30 p.m. Register 
here: https://mdc-event-
web.s3licensing.com/Event/
EventDetails/214093 

Classes are open to par-
ticipants of all ages. Email 
Conservation Educator 
Ginger Miller at 
ginger.miller@mdc.mo.gov 
with any questions.

Board members present for the presentation of a check by Kathy Paxton on behalf of the 
WERDCC staff charitable Campaign were Kay Robnett, Ruth Miller, Phil Penennington, Janet 
Heim, and Mary Thomas. Other donations received during the month of  November were from 
Altrusa of Mexico Foundation, Curryville Baptist, First Presbyterian, Christian, Southside Baptist, 
First Baptist all of Vandalia, Edgewood Baptist, Farber Baptist, Hopewell Baptist of Thompson, 
Hopewell Baptist of Wellsville, and Immanuel Lutheran Ladies Aid West Ely Hannibal and another 
donation from  WERDCC staff charitable campaign. Janet Heim donated office supplies.The 
board  was saddened to hear off the sudden death of house manager Karen Craig. Members  
present  for the special board meeting were Rich and Jane Duffner, Ruth Miller, Janet Heim, Phil 
Pennington, Kay Robnett, Sterling Holbrook and Mary Thomas.  At the conclusion of the meeting 
the board attended the funeral for Karen.
We Welcome Your 

Local News
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Obituaries

Christopher  
‘Chris’ Jay 
Wheeler 

Christopher Jay Wheeler, 
64, of Eolia died Friday, 
Nov. 28, 2025, at St. Louis 
University Hospital, in St. 
Louis. 

Funeral services were at 
11 a.m., Thursday at Bibb-
Veach Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Bowling 
Green with Bro. Sammy 
Lorton officiating. Burial 
was in Eolia Cemetery. 

Visitation was from 4-7 
p.m.  Wednesday at Bibb-
Veach Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Bowling 
Green. 

Chris was born Oct. 27, 
1961, in Louisiana, the son 
of Paul Lewis and Evelyn 
Louise Holman Wheeler. He 
grew up in Eolia and Lou-
isiana, attending Louisiana 
School and graduating from 
LHS in 1980, where he was 
active in band and FFA. Fol-
lowing high school, Chris 
attended Linn Tech School 
where he earned an associ-
ate’s degree in auto mechan-
ics in 1982. Upon 
graduating, Chris worked as 
an appliance repair man for 
the Eolia Hardware Store, 
along with opening his own 
appliance repair shop before 
going to work for Marvin 
Darnell at his garage. Fol-
lowing the closure of Mar-
vin’s Garage, Chris operated 
Wheeler’s Starter, Gener-
ator, and Alternator “SGA” 
shop in Bowling Green from 
2008, until he retired in 
2023. Chris attended Holi-
ness Churches and served 
on the Eolia Cemetery 
Board for many years. 

Among his interests, 
Chris enjoyed hunting, an-
tique cars, and was known 
for his “dad jokes”. Chris 
was an avid bluegrass 
picker, who could play just 
about any instrument he 
picked up. He played on the 
Rooster Creek Radio Show 
in Fulton on KFAL, McGee 
Greek Connection, as well 
as Junction 22 and the 
Wheeler family’s Shady 
Nook Bluegrass Band. His 
children recall often loading 
up in the family suburban, 
singing and harmonizing 
from the back seats as they 
would go with their dad to 
different bluegrass festivals. 

Above all, Chris was a 
family man who loved his 
wife, children, grandchil-
dren and many others. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Crystal Sue Darnell 
Wheeler, whom he married 
at the Louisiana Assembly 
of God Church on Feb. 4, 
1983, and together they 
celebrated 42 years of mar-
riage. Also surviving are his 
parents, Paul and Evelyn 
Wheeler of Louisiana; chil-
dren, Jennifer McCann and 
husband, James of Warren-
ton, Julie Wheeler of 
Nambe, N.M., and Caleb 
Wheeler of Santa Fe, N.M.; 
grandchildren, Michael 
Wheeler, Samantha, Cody, 
and Rylee McCann; a sister, 
Lyn Walter and husband, 
Dave of Steeleville; nieces; 
nephews; and a large ex-
tended family. 

Chris was preceded in 
death by a brother, Paul 
Lewis, Jr. 

Serving as pallbearers 
were Don Perkins, James 
McCann, Everett Rael, Troy 
Perkins, Allan Betts, and Joe 
Cloninger. Serving as hon-
orary pallbearers were 
Caleb Wheeler, Cody 
McCann, and Michael 
Wheeler. 

Memorials may be made 
to Eolia Cemetery Board, 
Whiteside Holiness Camp, 
or your local church of 
choice. 

 

Bronwyn Ann 
Lewellen 
Schulte 

Bronwyn Ann Lewellen 
Schulte, 61, of Eolia  went 
home to be with the Lord on 
Friday, Nov. 28, 2025, at 
Mercy Hospital in Ladue. 

She was born Jan. 15, 
1964, in Pike County to 
John Preston and Naomi 

Mitchell Lewellen. 
Bronwyn was a graduate 

of Clopton High School 
with the class of 1981 and a 
graduate of Sanford Brown. 
She was an accomplished 
pianist; she could light up 
any piano. Bronwyn gave 
piano lessons and was the 
church pianist and member 
of First Baptist Church in 
Moscow Mills. 

Bronwyn married the 
love of her life, Larry E. 
Schulte on Oct. 28, 1995. 
He died July 23, 2023. She 
moved to Eolia to be with 
her parents. Her father, John 
Lewellen, died Aug. 23, 
2025. 

Others preceding her in 
death were a brother, John 
Kevin Lewellen; grandpar-
ents, Jack and Margaret Le-
wellen and Devoid and 
Florence Mitchell; and an 
uncle, Sidney Mitchell. 

She leaves behind her 
mother; a niece, Haley Lane 
and husband, Jake and 
family; one nephew, Joshua 
Lewellen; a sister-in-law, 
Marsha Powell Lewellen; 
and a host of aunts, uncles, 
and cousins, as well as her 
beloved church family. 

A Celebration of Life was 
held Thursday at the First 
Baptist Church of Moscow 
Mills at 11 a.m. The service 
were conducted by Pastor 
Ron Bullock and the music 
was provided by Janice 
Griffith. 

Memorials can be made 
to the First Baptist Church 
of Moscow Mills or Green-
wood Cemetery in Clarks-
ville. 

Cremation rites are under 
the direction of Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes of Bowling 
Green. 

Elaine Spires 
Hobkirk 

It is with heavy hearts 
that the family of Wanda 
Elaine Spires Hobkirk, 85, 
of Vicksburg, Miss., an-
nounces her death on Thurs-
day, Nov. 27, 2025. Wanda 
was surrounded by her 
family when she slipped 
away peacefully while 
under the care of the Hos-
pice Medical Team at River 
Region Hospital. 

Wanda was born July 22, 
1940, in Montgomery 
County. She married Robert 
“Hobby” Hobkirk of Lou-
isiana on Feb. 10, 1961. 
Wanda and Hobby remained 
side by side for 61 years 
until Hobby’s death in 2022. 
Throughout 61 years, they 
were never away from one 
another for more than a cou-
ple of days at a time. Wanda 
worked in cafeteria services 
as a beloved “lunch lady” at 
Warrenton Elementary 
School for 16 years before 
retiring from the Vicksburg 
Warren School District. 
Wanda was known for her 
kindness, generosity and 
love for all children. She al-
ways carried extra cash in 
her apron pocket to pay for 
the meals of kids who didn’t 
have their lunch money, and 
she was forever gratuitous 
with her serving sizes when 
she felt a child needed a lit-
tle extra. 

Wanda’s other passion 
was “getting out and doing.” 
Throughout her lifetime, she 
and Hobby traveled to 49 
states, many times with the 
entire family in tow, cre-
ating memories to last a life-
time. One of her favorite 
places to visit was Mountain 
View, Ark., known for its 
live music scene. 

Wanda was preceded in 
death by her husband, Rob-
ert, a son, Bruce, parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kay and Par-
thena Spires, sisters, Mary 
Frances Spires, Magdeline 
Hamlett, Sharon Hendricks, 
and brothers, Leon and 
Donnie Spires. 

Wanda is survived by 
brothers, Gene Spires and 
wife, Patty and William 
Spires; daughters, Janice 
Hobkirk Hendrix and hus-
band, Douglas, and Jaudon 
Hobkirk Presson and hus-
band, Mike. Wanda is also 
survived by grandchildren, 
Niki Hobkirk, Christin 
Koestler and Chase Lun-
grin, Laken Edwards and 

husband, Matthew, Candice 
Presson, Michael Presson 
and wife, Bekki, Connor 
Presson, Josh Presson and 
wife, Julia, Joey Presson, 
Makayla Presson, David 
Hobkirk and wife, Beth 
Ann, and Christopher Hob-
kirk and wife, Kim. Wanda’s 
extended 

family included 16 great-
grandchildren. 

The sun has set on an 
amazing life. Tomorrow, 
when the light dawns in 
Heaven and darkness is no 
more, it may be a long walk, 
but our paths will cross 
again. 

Visitation for Wanda was 
from 10-11 a.m., Monday, 
Dec. 1. 

Funeral services were at 
Fisher-Riles Funeral Home 
in Vicksburg. 

Following visitation with 
burial at Greenlawn Gar-
dens Cemetery. 

Pallbearers were Connor 
Presson, Matthew Edwards, 
Charles Lungrin, David 
Hobkirk, Christopher Hob-
kirk, and Caden Hobkirk. 

 
Carolyn Norena 
Barton 

Carolyn Norena Barton, 
38, formerly of Elsberry 
died Thursday, Nov. 27, 
2025, at the University of 
Missouri Hospital-Colum-
bia. 

Cremation rites were 
under the direction of Bibb-
Veach Funeral Homes, in 
Bowling Green. 

Carolyn was born Sept. 
13, 1987, in Louisiana, the 
daughter of Charles and 
Brenda Buffington Barton. 
Growing up, Carolyn lived 
in Elsberry and graduated 
from Elsberry High School 
in 2007. She remained in 
Elsberry until she moved to 
the Rolla area, where she 
spent the last 20 years. She 
was Christian by faith. 

She enjoyed coloring, 
singing, cooking pasta, and 
was known for her sense of 
humor. Above all, she loved 
her family, especially her 
daughter. 

Survivors include her 
mother, Brenda Barton of 
Troy; a daughter, Nevaeh 
Boesson of Rolla; siblings, 
Alanna Pool of Troy, Shawn 
Naber of Troy, Shane Naber 
of Kansas City, and Shyann 
Craig of Troy; many nieces, 
nephews and extended 
family. 

She was preceded in 
death by her father and 
grandparents. 

Memorials may be made 
to the family, c/o Bibb-
Veach Funeral Homes in 
Bowling Green. 

Eileen Marie 
McCoy 

Mass of Christian Burial 
for Eileen Marie McCoy, 
75, of Columbia, will be at 
11 a.m., Thursday at St. Wil-
liam Catholic Church in 
Perry, with Fr. John Hender-
son officiating. Burial will 
follow in in St. Paul Ceme-
tery in Center. 

Visitation will be from 10 
a.m., until the time of mass 
at the church. 

Bienhoff Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments. 

Mrs. McCoy died Sun-
day, Nov. 30, 2025, at the 
University Hospital-Colum-
bia. 

Eileen was born July 13, 
1950, in Hannibal, the 
daughter of Chester Leake 
and Betty Willard Leake 
Hickman. She married Dr. 
William H McCoy on June 
11, 2001, in Jacksonville, 
Fla. He preceded her in 
death on Dec. 4, 2013. 

Survivors include one 
son, Jonathan Yowell and 
wife, Nadine of Sanford, 
Fla.; a brother, Michael 
Leake and wife, Jill of 
Simpsonville, S.C.; step 
brothers, Larry Hickman 
and wife, Sue of Mexico, 
James Hickman of Mexico, 
Mark Hickman and wife, 
Edie of Columbia, Steve 
Hickman and wife, Jane of 
Perry, Kevin Hickman and 
wife, Freda of Mexico, and 
Tim Hickman and wife, 
Karen of Columbia; one 
step sister-in-law, Diane 
Hickman of Center; one 
granddaughter, Grace Yo-
well of Sanford, Fla.; one 
sister-in-law, Linda Leake 
of Spring Hill, Tenn.; along 
with numerous nieces, 
nephews, and other rel-
atives. 

Eileen was preceded in 
death by her husband, her 
parents, Chester Leake and 
Robert and Betty Leake 
Hickman, two brothers, 
Clyde and Alan Leake, 
sister-in-law, Cathy Leake, 
step-brother, Donald Hick-
man and step-sister-in-law, 
Marge Hickman. 

Eileen was a 1968 gradu-
ate of Mark Twain High 
School and a devoted 
member of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church in 
Columbia. She lived in Flor-
ida for 42 years before re-
turning to Missouri in 2016. 

Eileen enjoyed reading, 
traveling, playing the piano, 
and especially music 
through her church choir. 
She sang under the direction 
of musical director Paul Fell 
and contemporary choir di-
rectors, Christian and Kath-
leen Basi. Her faith in God, 
her family, and her church 
were most important to her. 
She also loved watching and 
feeding her beloved “hum-
mingbirds.” 

Eileen will be remem-
bered for her faith, kindness, 
and gentle heart. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. William 
Catholic Church, c/o Bien-
hoff Funeral Home, P.O. 
Box 427, Perry, MO 63462. 

 

Donald D.  
Auchly 

Donald D. Auchly, 86, of 
Bowling Green died at Han-
nibal Regional Hospital.  

A private memorial serv-
ice to be held at a later date.  

He was born Aug. 19, 
1939 in St. Peters to David 
and Evelyn Stoll Auchly.  
After high school, he en-
listed in the U.S. Air Force 
and served for many years.  
Upon his return, he went 
back to college and obtained 
a bachelor's degree. 

Surviving are his chil-
dren, Brian Auchly, Michael 
Auchly, both of St. Peters 
and Christine Auchly. 

He was preceded by his 
parents. 

William ‘Bill’ C. 
Hogue 

William "Bill" C. Hogue, 
94, of Hannibal died Friday, 
Nov. 28, 2025, at the Mis-
souri Veterans Home in 
Mexico. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday at 11 a.m., at  
Grand View Funeral Home. 
Chad Rosenstengel offici-
ated. Burial was in Grand 
View Burial Park. 

A visitation celebrating 
Bill's life was Saturday  at 
10 a.m., until time of the 
service at the Grand View 
Funeral Home. 

William was born May 2, 
1931, in Audrain County,  to 
Claude and Anna Belle 
Kays Hogue. He was united 
in marriage to Dolores A 
Rosenstengel on May 16, 
1954 in Hannibal. They 
spent 68 loving years to-
gether. 

He is survived by two 
daughters, Cindy Williams 
and Gary Sellers of Van-
dalia, Tina Pickett and hus-
band, Tom of New London; 
grandchildren, Cole Wil-
liams, Tyler Pickett, Mary 
Blackford, Alicia Lake, 
Bonnie Arnold, Becky Pick-
ett; great-grandchildren, Na-
than Blackford, Connor 
Blackford, Issac Blackford, 
Brooklyn Pickett, Hunter 
Lewellen, Kasen Lake, Em-
mett Arnold, Brent Arnold, 

Kennady McCurdy; and one 
great-great-granddaughter, 
Taylee Blackford. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Claude and 
Anna Belle, wife, Dolores; 
and a daughter Cheryl Vuch. 

A Veteran William honor-
ably served his country in 
the Air Force during the 
Korean War as a crew chief 
on a B-36 bomber. 

Professionally William 
worked as a farmer. 

William was a member of 
the Fraternal order of 
Eagles, Moose Lodge 841 in 
Hannibal, and Vandalia 
VFW Post 2173. 

William, known by all as 
"Bill", loved the great out-
doors. He could be found 
gardening, hunting, fishing, 
trapping, among many other 
activities. As long as he was 
outside he was in his ele-
ment. William was also a 
great friend and enjoyed 
drinking coffee and shoot-
ing pool. He was very proud 
of his family and loved his 
grand children very much. 
He will be missed by all. 

Pallbearers were Cole 
Williams, Nathan Black-
ford, Connor Blackford, 
Nick Blackford, Hunter Le-
wellen, Chad Arnold, Kasen 
Lake, Tyler Pickett. Honor-
ary pallbearers were Em-
mett Arnold, Brent Arnold, 
Brooklyn PIckett, Kennady 
McCurdy, Taylee Blackford. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Mis-
souri Veterans Home Mex-
ico Assistance League, and 
sent to: 1 Veterans Drive, 
Mexico, MO 65265. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family on Wil-
liam's memorial page at 
www.grandviewfuneral.com. 
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WE WELCOME YOUR  
LOCAL NEWS

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

In the Word of God we find -  

Truth for the seeker John 14:6 
Strength for the weak Mat 11:28 
Hope for the hopeless Jer 29:11 

Courage for the discouraged Luke 2:10 
Forgiveness for the guilty Heb 7:25 
Cleansing for the dirty Isaiah 1:18 

READ YOUR BIBLE, TALK TO 
GOD, REPENT OF YOUR SIN, 
COME TO CHURCH, LEARN 

GOD’S WAYS, ENTER INTO LIFE 

Siloam Church  
10115 Pike 410 

oldpathsbiblechurch.org

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
TO ALL!
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Ringing In The Season 
NECAC Pike County Service Coordinator Penny 

Dixon and her dog, Cuda, kicked off the Salvation 
Army Red Kettle bell ringing fund-raiser Saturday, 
Nov. 15 at Walmart in Bowling Green. The campaign 
continues through Dec. 24 and volunteers are needed 
to ring bells in shifts from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. daily at Wal-
mart or County Market in Louisiana. Eighty-five per-
cent of money collected stays in Pike County to help 
people in need. Groups, businesses and individuals 
interested in signing up may call Dixon at 573-324-
2207.   



 
USED DOUBLE-

WIDE - DUTCH. 
Amish built in Indi-
ana, excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. 
Call for info 573-
249-3333, markt-
wainmobilehomes. 
com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call 
or text 573-338-
6250 or email 
GregS.CDH@out-
look.com. (tf) 

SELF-STORAGE 
- In Vandalia. Units 
in 3 sizes - 10x20, 
10x10, and 8x10. 
L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MA-

TURITY BUILDING 
- Vandalia - Family 
reunion, shower, 
birthday. Call Art 
Wiser, 594-3224. (tf)  

C L E A R A N C E 
SALE - Eureka vac-
uum cleaners. Van-
dalia Firestone, 
Appliance & Furni-
ture, 573-594-6624. 

REFURNISHED 
C O M P U T E R S , 
parts, accessories. 
Call Geeky Hillbilly 
Computers 573-
324-7176. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light 
truck, $15 & up. 
Vandalia Firestone 
& Appliance, 594-
6624.  

 
METAL ROOF-

ING. Wagler Metals: 
21764 Pike 409, 
Bowling Green. (tf) 

 
HYDRAULIC rock 

clearing rake, 
$1,500. 636-697-
8499. (tf) 

 
C O N C E A L E D 

CARRY TRAINING 
class including NRA 
Personal Protection 
In the Home curricu-
lum and all require-
ments for a CCW 
permit will be held on 
Dec. 10-11. Requires 
both evenings.  Class 
time 6 p.m.   NRA 
Certified Instructor. 
For more info contact 
Joe Bruch 574-754-
2697. Class size is 
limited. 

NO HUNTING - 
12812 Hwy. VV, 
B.G. & 12970 Hwy. 
VV, B.G. No hunting 
or fishing on the 
property of Anthony 
Bommarito. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. (x12-1) 

 
NO HUNTING OR 

T R E S PA S S I N G , 
Murry Shepherd 
Farms. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not 
responsible for in-
juries or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASS-

ING OR HUNTING  
on the property of 
Cherlyn Boots. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not 
responsible for acci-
dents on property.  

P R E M I E R E 
PRESSURE WASH-
ING - Outside house 
cleaning, soffitts, 
driveways, decks, 
patios, fence clean-
ing, farm equipment, 
and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

RICK’S LAWN 
EQUIPMENT & 
GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, and 
parts. Used golf cars 
and mowers. Hwy. 
54 West, Louisiana, 
MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILL-

BILLY COMPUTER 
SERVICES LLC - 
B.G. computer re-
pair & recycling, 
573-324-7176, 573-
567-6164. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Com-
mercial or residen-
tial, septic pumping 
& repair, sewer au-
gering & repair, 
grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch 
Menne, 573-384-
5536.  

 

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 
auctions. Brown’s 
Septic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Lou-
isiana, 754-5812. (tf) 

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by 
Ann Hecox. Make 
great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 an-
nahcx-@gmail.com.  

FOR SALE
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  

Classifieds

WE WELCOME YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS
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MOBILE HOMES NO HUNTING

FOR RENT

CALL 324-6111 TO 
PLACE YOUR ADS

Happy Holidays To 
All Our 

Faithful Advertisers 
& Readers

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$18,565

Stock #950 - 2020 Dodge Journey SE 
Value, Exterior Color Vice White, Interior 

Color Black, Front Wheel Drive, Auto, 
44,520 Miles

Poage Ford

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

NOTICE OF ELECTION 
The Middletown Community Fire Pro-

tection District announces the filing for 1 
open Board seat begins Dec. 9, 2025 and 
ends Dec. 31, 2025. Anyone wishing to file 
for candidacy may do so at  at the Middle-
town Community Fire Protection District's 
office during regular business hours. Mid-
dletown Community Fire Protection Dis-
tricts Board Member being elected will 
serve a 6-year term.  

You must live within the Middletown 
Community Fire Protection Districts cov-
erage area to serve on the board.  

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

CITY OF FARBER 
NOTICE OF ELECTION 

Filing for candidates for city offices be-
gins Dec. 9, 2025, and will continue until 5 
p.m., Dec. 31, 2025. 

Candidates must file with the city clerk at 
city hall.  The office is open Monday after-
noons from 1-4:30 p.m., and all-day Wed-
nesday from 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m., and 1-4:30 
p.m. 

The following offices are to be filled in 
the election of Tuesday, April 7, 2026: 
 Two (2) aldermen from the city at large 

- two-year terms 
Voting will take place at the community 

building. All voters and candidates must be 
registered with the county clerk.  

Candidates must be 21 years of age or 
older, have been a resident for at least one 
year and have city taxes paid. Candidates 
for the office of mayor must be 25 years of 
age or older. 

Barb Straube 
City Clerk 

City of Farber, MO

CITY OF FRANKFORD 
NOTICE OF ELECTION 

The Frankford City Council has decreed 
a General Municipal Election to be held in 
Frankford on April 7, 2026, for the purpose 
of electing the following: 

Alderman: 2 -Year Term 
Alderman: 2 - Year Term 

The filing date for these offices begins 
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025 at 8 a.m., and will 
close at 5 p.m., on Tuesday, Dec. 30, 
2025.  Residents wishing to file for one of 
these offices may do so at city hall during 
regular business hours. 

City hall will be closed on Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday, Dec. 24, 25 & 26, 2025. 

City hall will reopen Tuesday, Dec. 30, 
2025 at 8 a.m. 

 No person shall be elected to any of the 
above prescribed offices who are in ar-
rears of tax, lien, forfeiture, or defalcation 

in office at time of declaration of candi-
dacy. Candidates must be registered 
voters in Pike County. 

Marilyn L. Frazer,  
City Clerk 

City of Frankford   

FOR SALE

SERVICES
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Vandalia Barber Shop 
215B S. Main - Vandalia 

573-594-
3521 

Tuesday-Wednesday- 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 

Harold Williams 

SPECIAL COW SALE REPORT 
Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 

Kingdom City, Missouri 
Thursday, Dec. 4 
Receipts 1,261 Head 
Pairs – Better Cows 

246 head 
1st Calf – Heifer Pairs 

149 head 
$4,500 – $5,300 __________________________________ 

3–6 Yr. Old Cows (Baby to 300 lb Calves) 
56 head 

$3,900 – $5,100 
6–8 Yr. Old Cows (Baby to 300 lb Calves) 

27 head 
$4,100 – $5,000 

Short Solid & Aged (Baby to 300 lb Calves) 
13 head 

$2,800 – $3,700 __________________________________ 
Bred Heifers 

156 head 
$3,500 – $4,650 __________________________________ 

3–6 Yr. Old (2nd & 3rd Period) 
187 head 

$3,050 – $4,050 
3–6 Yr. Old (1st Period) 

23 head 
$2,400 – $3,000 

Short Solid & Aged 
99 head 

$2,600 – $3,300 
Smaller Frame  

15 head 
$2,200 – $2,800 __________________________________ 
Breeding Bulls 

5 head 
$2,750 – $5,050 __________________________________ 
Slaughter Bulls 

14 head 
$1.90 – $2.11 / lb 
Slaughter Cows 

185 head 
$1.50 – $1.82 / lb. 

_________________________________ 
Receiving Hours 

Tuesday: 8 AM – 8 PM 
Wednesday: 8 AM – 8 PM 
Thursday: 8 AM – 5 PM 

 We appreciate your business — 
both buyers & sellers!

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
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door and noticed that the 
watery branches had now 
been locked in a kind of 
frozen grandeur. 

We got the tree into the 
house and put it on the ped-
estal that was surrounded by 
plastic. Without saying any-
thing, we congratulated our-
selves on a job well done. 
We even decided to go to 
the kitchen and get a couple 
of Christmas cookies before 
starting the decorating. 

Mother was finishing up 
supper and told us that the 
treats would have to wait. 

“Don’t you want to see 
the tree, Mom?” I asked. 

“After supper,” she said. 
“Now, you and your brother 
go wash your hands.” 

The table was filled with 
meat loaf, macaroni and 
vegetables as the four of us 
bowed our heads to pray. 
Just after thanking the Lord, 
Mom caught the first whiff 
of a devilish odor. 

“What’s that smell?” she 
said. 

Dad and I looked at each 
other blankly. 

“I don’t smell anything,” 
he said. 

“It smells like a hog lot,” 
Mom countered. “Oh, no, 
you didn’t.” 

She got up from the table 
and stomped toward the liv-
ing room. At least as long as 
I’d known her, and I as-
sumed in all of her 42 years, 
Mother had never uttered a 
vulgarity. But that changed 
the Day the Engel Family 
Got Its Christmas Tree that 
year. 

“Get in here and get this 

thing out,” she yelled at my 
father, just after the four-
letter word erupted from her 
lips. I think she put the 
letters “a-t-i-o-n” after her 
choice, but I still counted it. 

Anyway, putting a wet 
tree in the back of a truck 
used to haul manure was 
definitely a mistake. Now, 
Dad was a pretty smart guy, 
but sometimes everyone is a 
couple of jing-tinglers short 
of an elf convention. He had 
figured the droplets would 
wash the poo away. Instead, 
the freezing rain had at-
tached bits of ca-ca to the 
needles. 

As long as they were 
frozen, everything was fine. 
But in the warmth of a 70-
degree house, they had re-
turned to their stinky selves. 

Soon, the entire house 
reeked. The outside tem-
perature was 20 degrees. 
The neighbors must have 
wondered a little more than 
usual about the sanity of the 
Engel family, since Mother 
had opened all the windows 
and doors. 

Now, it was my Father’s 
turn to swear. A deeply reli-
gious man, he usually did so 
out of Mom's earshot. This 
time, there was nowhere to 
hide. He grumbled and 
groused under his breath as 
he pulled the tree out into 
the front yard. 

“No, that’s not good 
enough,” Mom said from 
the doorway. 

“What the h--- do you 
want me to do, take it 
back?” Dad asked. 

At that moment, I got one 
of my first lessons in the dif-
ference between men and 
women. The fairer sex has 

no sense of exaggeration. 
“Yes,” Mom told him. 

“Take it back to the farm.” 
“Are you outta your d--- 

mind?” Dad said, saying the 
first four words loudly and 
muffling the last two. 

"You'd better get going," 
Mother said. 

Alas, you may think that 
the story ends there, but just 
wait.

Christmas 
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Aurora Ingram Named 
Miss Eastern Missouri

Aurora Ingram

Aurora Ingram of Bowl-
ing Green has been named 
Miss Eastern Missouri and 
will be moving forward to 
participate in the 2026 Miss 
Missouri Teen USA Pag-
eant.  

The pageant will take 
place May 9-10 in Branson. 
She will be competing as 
Miss Eastern Missouri and 
will compete in active wear 
or swimsuit, evening gown, 
and doing a personal inter-
view.  

The pageant has two age 
divisions, and the winners 
will represent Missouri in 
the 2026 Miss USA® and 
Miss Teen USA® Pageant. 

Miss USA goes on to 
compete in the Miss Uni-
verse® Pageant. The Miss 
USA Pageant system 
stresses beauty inside and 
out, physical fitness, com-
munication skills, social 
awareness and community 
involvement.  It is also a 

scholarship competition for 
the contestants. 

Aurora is a homeschool 
student who also plays com-
petitive high school soccer.  
She enjoys volunteering 
with coaching area youth 
soccer teams (including with 
the Troy Youth Soccer Asso-
ciation) and is an active 
member of Second Baptist 
Church in Bowling Green.   

She is a junior who plans 
to attend college after grad-
uating in 2027. She is the 
daughter of Derek and Katie 
Ingram of Bowling Green.   

To ensure competitive-
ness with the other competi-
tors Aurora will need 
support from the com-
munity: she will be seeking 
sponsorships from area busi-
nesses and organizations in 
the near future.   

Anyone can also reach 
out to support Aurora by 
emailing: aurorain-
gram24@outlook.com.

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Registration Open For 2026 
Heroes To Hives Program

Registration is now open 
for the 2026 Heroes to Hives 
program. 

University of Missouri 
Extension assistant profes-
sor Karen Funkenbusch said 
veterans who want to learn 
about beekeeping can attend 
the self-paced online class, 
which runs March-No-
vember. Participants also re-
ceive on-ground training on 
hive handling, hive inspec-
tions, pest and pathogen 
management and beekeep-
ing ergonomics from April-
October. 

Locations for hands-on 
training include the Heroes 
to Hives apiary at the Uni-
versity of Central Missouri’s 
Mitchell Street Farm at War-
rensburg; MU Southwest 
Center at Mount Vernon; 
Three Rivers Community 
College; University of Mis-

souri-St. Louis; and MU Jef-
ferson Farm and Garden in 
Columbia. 

On-ground training ses-
sions are for registered vet-
eran participants and their 
dependents age 18 and 
older. Register at 
https://mizzou.us/HeroesTo-
Hives. 

Since 2021, MU Exten-
sion has offered the Heroes 
to Hives program with sup-
port from the Missouri 
AgrAbility Project and Mis-
souri Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher Program, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture - 
National Institute of Food 
and Agriculturem, and Ro-
tary Club of Columbia. 

Army veteran and Michi-
gan State agricultural ento-
mologist Adam Imgrao and 
his wife began the program 
in 2015. Missouri is the first 
state chapter.

old, with their panties pulled 
to the side, on Anthony 
Holtkamp's cellphone. 

The statement goes on to 
state that upon locating 
Holtkamp, he stated, "I mo-
lested confidential juvenile 
victim a couple months ago, 
and it happened a couple 
more times since then. …I 
don't know how it started or 
why it started or why it did-
n't stop as soon as it did.” 

The victim is related to 
Holtkamp by marriage. 

According to court doc-
uments, the alleged offenses 
occurred between Aug. 1, 
2025-Nov. 29,  2025. The 
complaint filed by the assis-
tant prosecuting attorney 
went on to state that one of 
the accusations against 
Holtkamp “was a substantial 
step toward the commission 
of the crime of statutory 
sodomy in the first degree 
requiring deviate sexual in-
tercourse with confidential 
juvenile victim, who was 
then a child less than twelve 
years old.” 

A confined-docket hear-
ing was held Tuesday, Dec. 
2 at 10 a.m., before Judge 
Melissa Buckman Young. A 
warrant request and filing 
information sheet were also 
submitted as part of the 
case. 

All charges are accusa-
tions only. Holtkamp is pre-
sumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Holtkamp 
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CALL 324-6111 TO 
PLACE YOUR ADS
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