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Editor’s note: This is the 
fourth part in a story series 
by contributing writer Brent 
Engel. 

Editor’s note: This is the 
fourth part in a story series 
by contributing writer Brent 
Engel. 

Pike County native 
George Stokes returned to 
Colorado after the Civil 
War, but did not get back 
into gold mining – at least 
not right away. 

He worked as a store 
clerk, grain dealer and vege-
table salesman before join-
ing the Denver Tribune as 
circulation director and 
eventually becoming busi-
ness manager. Some crav-
ings, however, don’t go 
away. 

“It was a busy and satis-
fying life I had in this new 
work in a thriving city out 
there where the mountains 
and the plains meet,” he 
said. “But my days in Den-
ver were to be cut short for 
another series of adventures 
in a new Eldorado, just then 
slipping into the spotlight.” 

Stokes had heard that 
gold had been discovered in 
South Dakota, but it took an 
interview with a govern-
ment mining expert to con-
firm the precious metal 
could be found in the Black 
Hills. 

Much of the land was 
part of the Sioux reservation 
and was off limits to most 
people, but efforts got under 
way to change that. So, 
Stokes and three friends 
loaded wagons in October 
1875 for the 400-mile trip 

north. Along the way, he hu-
morously compared differ-
ences between the staid, 
alcohol-free town of Gree-
ley, Co., and the rip-roaring 
bustle of Cheyenne, Wyo. 

“I don’t know what a 
‘seething vortex’ is, but it 
seems a good name for what 
we found in Cheyenne.” 

At Fort Russell, the party 
was impressed with George 
Armstrong Custer, then a 
lieutenant colonel. Custer 
and his Seventh Calvary 
were just eight months from 
a date with destiny at the 
Little Big Horn. 

Stokes kept his miner’s 
skepticism as the trek to-
ward South Dakota con-
tinued, saying that “many 
an impoverished prospector 
lived high on his hints and 
promises.” To discourage 
attacks by the Sioux, the 
men usually camped at 
night with other wagon 
trains. 

Upon being struck in the 
head by an unsheathed gun 
and knocked off a runaway 
horse, a fellow traveler gave 
Stokes half a tin cup of 
grain alcohol to soothe his 
minor injuries. “The fiery 
liquid would have revived 
the oldest mummy,” he 
noted. 

Bitter cold and abundant 
snow had settled in by the 
time the adventurers 
reached French Creek 
southwest of present-day 
Rapid City. One of Stokes’ 
buddies had called it quits 
along the trail and other 
members of the wagon train 
dispersed just as quickly. 

Stokes pulled out a map 
provided by the government 
mining expert and for the 
first time showed it to his 
two remaining friends. They 
agreed to prospect a prom-
ising gulch along Spring 
Creek at what is now 
Custer, S.D. 

Two cabins quickly were 
built and the hunt for gold 
began. The Palmer’s Gulch 
Mining District was formed. 
Named after engineer 
George Palmer, the area still 
bears his name. 

The work was tedious. 
Bedrock and groundwater 
made mining difficult. Dis-
gusted by the slow pace, 
John Brennan – the second 
of Stokes’ original four part-
ners – left in February 1876. 
Three weeks later, Brennan 
and six other men would lay 
out Rapid City. 

No one seemed to ad-
dress that settlers inundating 
the Black Hills were violat-
ing the 1868 Treaty of Lara-
mie, which gave most of the 
land to the Sioux. The gov-
ernment initially arrested 
and jailed violators, but the 
trickle of prospectors 
quickly became an uncon-
trollable tidal wave. 

At the same time, the 
feds were paying agents to 
see if the region held mining 
potential. Stokes admits 
prospector incursions were 
“prohibited,” but does not 
address his own violation of 
the law. 

Back at Palmer’s Gulch, 
Stokes joined his engineer 
friend to investigate a small 
creek where the labor 
wasn’t as intensive. The 
decision delightfully paid 
off. Over the course of a 
month, the two collected 
gold dust that today would 
total almost $35,000 each. 

The windfall caused the 
men to look toward a bur-
geoning settlement farther 
north that promised bigger 
chunks of bling. It was 
being touted by beloved 
comedian and musician 
Dick Brown, who had nick-
names such as “Pretty,” 
“Handsome” and “Banjo.” 

Hundreds of men had al-
ready gone there. Two more 
were about to join them, and 
Stokes knew exactly what to 
expect. 

“It was a wild struggle 
for the yellow dust for 
which men have always 
sweat and fought and bled.” 

Next time: Maddening 
desire. 

Pure Gold 
Man Chronicles Life As A Fortune Seeker 

An artist’s image of George Stokes mining for gold.luck.

‘Steel Magnolias’ To Bloom In Clarksville

BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

There’s laughter, tears, wit 
and wisdom. 

Raintree Arts Council’s 
Changelings Theatre troupe is 
staging the comedy-drama 
“Steel Magnolias.” Perform-
ances are at 7 p.m. March 21 
and 28 and 2 p.m. March 22 
and 29 at The Apple Shed in 
Clarksville. 

The stirring tale focuses on 
the power of abiding friend-
ships in facing romance, sor-
row and everyday difficulties. 
Audiences are taken on an 
emotional rollercoaster as 
characters steadily climb to 
pinnacles of joy or careen 
around the sharp turns of life. 

One line, uttered by a 
young mother with medical is-
sues, seems to sum things up: 
“I would rather have 30 mi-

nutes of ‘Wonderful’ than a 
lifetime of ‘Nothing special.’” 

The production “is time-
less,” said Changelings Direc-
tor Mary Lang Fournier. “We 
need a reminder these days of 
the strength of a good group of 
friends.” 

The “good group” consists 
of six women of varying ages 
who bond at a Southern hair 
salon. They’re the “steel mag-
nolias” who are a bit crazy, but 
blessed with the kind of endur-
ing fortitude that helps them 
face multiple challenges. They 
can dish the dirt, but also clean 
up the mess. 

“You want in on this 
group,” Fournier said. “It’s the 
relationships that pull you in. 
It’s so well-written that it’s not 
necessarily the humor or the 
pathos that engage. You grow 
to love each one and the 

group.” 
People who previously 

have seen the 1987 stage play 
by Robert Harling or the 1989 
movie featuring some of Hol-
lywood’s biggest stars know 
that amid the pain, there is 
plenty of humor. It’s tough to 
go wrong with lines such as 
the following; 

“The nicest thing I can say 
about her is all her tattoos are 
spelled correctly.” 

“Don’t try to get on my 
good side. I no longer have 
one.” 

“I’m not crazy. I’ve just 
been in a very bad mood for 40 
years.” 

“If you can’t say anything 
nice about somebody, come sit 
by me.” 

“You have the handwriting 
of a serial killer.” 

“You know I love you more 
than my luggage.” 

“Well, we went skinny dip-
ping and we did things that 
frightened the fish.” 

Fournier says the film is a 
classic, but that live perform-
ances really help bring the 
message home. 

“The show was a play 
first,” she said. “Folks may 
know the movie, but nothing 
on a screen can evoke so much 
as the story unfolding live, 
raw, in-your-lap. With live the-
ater, every show is different. 
You never can tell how it will 
shake out night-to-night once 
you add the sauce – the au-
dience.” 

 
Doors will open an hour be-

fore each performance and re-
freshments will be available.

Clopton Hawks - Sectional Champions

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

For the first time in 36 
years, the Clopton Hawks are 
headed to the Final Four. 

Clopton defeated the Wes-
tran Hornets 49–40 Saturday 
in the Missouri Class 2 state 
quarterfinals at Hannibal, 
sending the Hawks to the 
Show Me Showdown for the 
program’s first appearance 
since 1989. 

From the opening tip, the 
game carried the tension ex-
pected of a state quarterfinal. 

 
Clopton won the jump ball 

and wasted little time making 
its presence known. Adam 
Matheny buried a three-
pointer to give the Hawks the 
early spark, while Tucker Sal-
mons battled inside for 
another basket as Clopton 
grabbed an early lead. 

Westran answered with its 
own scoring run, briefly pul-
ling ahead, but the Hawks re-
fused to give ground. 
Clopton’s defense forced 
tough shots while its offense 
continued attacking the bas-
ket. 

By the end of the first 
quarter, the Hawks clung to a 
narrow 7–6 advantage. 

The second quarter turned 
into a physical back-and-forth 
battle under the basket. 

Trey Spoonster provided a 
surge of energy for Clopton, 
converting two three-point 
plays during the period. Sal-
mons knocked down a three-
pointer of his own while 
Larson Hall added points in-
side as the Hawks steadily 
built momentum. 

By halftime, Clopton had 

stretched its lead to 21–12. 
The Hawks seized control 

of the game in the third 
quarter. 

Hall became nearly un-
stoppable inside, repeatedly 
finding space in the lane and 
finishing around the rim. 
Spoonster and Matheny 
added key baskets as Clopton 
pushed the lead into double 
digits. 

Each time Westran threat-
ened to close the gap, the 
Hawks responded. 

A three-pointer from Clop-
ton reignited the crowd mid-
way through the quarter 
before another strong drive 
extended the lead once again. 
When the horn sounded at the 
end of the third, Clopton held 
a commanding 38–25 advan-
tage. 

But Westran wasn’t fin-
ished. 

The Hornets made a late 
push in the fourth quarter, 
knocking down outside shots 
and capitalizing at the free-
throw line to trim the deficit. 
Clopton players faced two-
on-one and sometimes three-
on-one pressure trying to 
move the ball past mid court. 
With the pressure mounting, 
Clopton relied on composure 
and execution. 

But the Hornet’s aggres-
sive defense cost them in the 
end as they sent Clopton 
players to the foul line. Free 
throws from Spoonster and 
James Matheny helped steady 
the Hawks while Hall con-
tinued battling inside for cru-
cial points. 

When the final seconds 
ticked away, Clopton had se-
cured the 49–40 victory and a 

place in program history. 
First-year head coach and 

Clopton graduate Landon 
Hall said the team executed 
exactly the strategy they had 
prepared. 

“It feels really good,” Hall 
told The Tribune when asked 
about the win. “The guys 
came out, they executed 
really well and followed our 
game plan to a T. Exactly 
what we needed to do. We 
knew if we wanted to have a 
chance we had to hold them 
below 50 points, and that’s 
what we did. So I’m really 
proud of them.” 

Hall said Westran’s defen-
sive pressure forced the 
Hawks to stay disciplined 
with the ball. 

“Just meet our passes and 
make good passes,” Hall said. 
“We were struggling a little 
bit because we were getting 
the ball on the sideline. We 
just have to keep the ball in 
the middle, make good passes 
and meet all of our passes.” 

Senior Larson Hall and 
sophomore Trey Spoonster 
led the Hawks with 14 points 
each. Adam Matheny added 
eight points while Tucker Sal-
mons finished with six. James 
Matheny contributed two 
points. 

Cruze Haynes led Westran 
with 10 points. 

Clopton now turns its at-
tention to Columbia, where 
the Hawks will face Eugene 
(25–5) in the Class 2 state 
semifinal at 8 p.m. Friday at 
Mizzou Arena. 

For a program with deep 
basketball roots, the opportu-
nity marks a return to one of 
its biggest stages.

Hawks Punch Ticket To Final Four

Mary Lang Fournier greets the audience at a recent 
Raintree Arts Council Changelings Theatre production. 

The Informational Forum 
for Vandalia City Council 
will be held Wednesday, 
March 18. 

 
Doors at the Modern Ma-

turity Building  will open at 
6 p.m., and the forum begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.  

Denise Chamberlain and 
Patty Kraft have organized 
this Forum. In no way has 
the City of Vandalia been in-
volved in the planning or or-
ganization. This is not a 
city-sanctioned event.  

Chamberlain said “this is 
an important election for the 
City of Vandalia, and the cit-
izens need to have sufficient 
information about each can-

didate. I believe hearing di-
rectly from those seeking to 
lead our city is essential to 
making an informed deci-
sion at the polls.” 

Candidate that have re-
plied that will be present in-
clude: Ralph Kuda and Pete 
Nasir, mayoral candidates; 
Larry Shaw and Travis 
Case, Ward I candidates; 
Sharon Chatman, Ward II 
candidate; and John Weiser 
and Dustin Holt, Ward III 
candidates. 

The forum is open to the 
public and all of the candi-
dates were invited to attend. 
This is a voluntary atten-
dance giving each candidate 
the opportunity to speak 
publicly about their goals 

and future plan.  
If anyone has any ques-

tions they would like to sub-
mit anonymously,  please 
write or type them on a 
paper and drop them in the 
mail to Chamberlain. Her 
address is: Denise Chamber-
lain, 411 W. Hwy. 54, Van-
dalia, MO 63382. 

 
The deadline to receive 

anonymous  questions by 
mail is Monday, March 16 
in order to have them in-
cluded. You will also have 
an opportunity to place 
anonymous questions in the 
box that will be provided as 
you come in the door of the 
Modern Maturity Building 
the night of the forum. 

City Council Candidate Forum In 
Vandalia Is March 18 

Citizens Encouraged To Attend, Ask Questions

Lady Hawk’s Season Ends Against Tipton
BY BRICE CHANDLER 

EDITOR 
The Clopton Lady Hawks’ 

remarkable season came to 
an end Friday night with a 
61–42 loss to the Tipton 
Lady Cardinals in the Mis-
souri Class 2 state quarterfi-
nals. 

The defeat marks the third 
consecutive season Tipton 
has eliminated Clopton. 

Tipton came out strong 
from the opening tip, win-
ning the jump ball and scor-
ing the game’s first basket on 
a layup. The Cardinals con-
trolled the early pace, using 
aggressive rebounding and 
quick scoring opportunities 
to build momentum. 

Clopton struggled to settle 
into its offense early as Tip-
ton capitalized on second-
chance opportunities and 
free throws.  

Beau Beauchamp battled 
repeatedly throughout the 
game to drive toward the 
basket, fighting through traf-
fic in an effort to generate of-
fense for the Lady Hawks. 
However, the Tipton lineup 
and strong defensive pres-
sure made scoring opportu-
nities difficult for Clopton 
throughout the period. 

The Lady Cardinals built 
an early lead and closed the 
first quarter ahead 17–8. 

The Lady Hawks found a 
rhythm in the second quarter 
behind the outside shooting 
of Charleigh Spoonster. She 
knocked down a pair of 
three-pointers while Tinleigh 
Spoonster added baskets in-
side to help Clopton trim the 
deficit. 

Tipton continued to an-
swer with timely baskets and 
carried a 29–18 lead into 

halftime. 
Meanwhile, the Cardinals 

caught fire from the peri-
meter, hitting several three-
pointers to extend their lead 
to 51–29 by the end of the 
third quarter. 

The Lady Hawks showed 
fight in the fourth quarter, 
stringing together several 
scoring runs and forcing 
turnovers on the defensive 
end. Charleigh Spoonster led 
the late push while Ashlyn 
Noah added baskets as Clop-
ton attempted to chip away 
at the deficit. 

However, Tipton main-
tained control in the closing 
minutes and secured the 61–
42 victory. 

Charleigh Spoonster led 
Clopton with 18 points, fol-
lowed by Tinleigh Spoonster 
with 10. Ashlyn Noah added 
six points in the loss.
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With gardening time 
right around the corner, gar-
deners have many seed 
sources to choose from. 
Picking the right seeds can 
make a big difference in the 
success of your garden. 

“Choose a reputable 
source that offers disease-
free seed, high germinations 
rates and those best suited to 
your zone,” says University 
of Missouri Extension field 
horticulturist Katie Kamm-
ler. Also consider variety se-
lection and available 
quantities, she says. 

 
There are many seed 

companies that cater to just 
home gardeners versus 
commercial production. 
Some companies do both. 

Many companies offer 
seed treatments with fungi-
cides and insecticides coat-
ing the seeds to help prevent 
problems or pelleted seed 
for easier sowing. Organic 
seed and untreated seeds op-
tions are also available. 

Compare availability, 
pricing, shipping rates and 

discounts to help determine 
what works for your garden, 
says Kammler. Many home 
gardeners order from multi-
ple seed companies since 
some desired varieties are 
only available from one 
company. 

Variety selection is an 
important part of choosing 
seeds. Consider what grows 
best in your climate and soil. 
If you are planting flowers, 
ask about color and size op-
tions. If growing vegetables, 
what varieties are unique 
and taste great? Consider 
disease resistance and insect 
issues. 

Start small when looking 
for new varieties to try, says 
Kammler. 

There are differences be-
tween what seeds are avail-
able for a commercial 
grower and what is available 
to a home gardener. Cata-
logs or seed company web-
sites for home growers offer 
small quantities of different 
varieties. Read the catalog 
information on specific va-
rieties and explore seed 

company websites for more 
information to help you suc-
cessfully grow what you 
want in your garden. 

Kammler suggests com-
paring prices and varieties. 
“You will find differences 
between seed catalogs or 
shopping online or buying 
seed at a store, depending 
on the company,” she says. 

Keep an inventory of 
seed and figure out how 
much you actually need for 
the growing season. “It is so 
easy to go overboard on 
buying different varieties of 
seed, especially on dreary 
winter days when you are 
looking forward to spring,” 
she says. 

 
Store leftover seed in the 

freezer or refrigerator or a 
cool, dry place for next year. 
Glass or plastic containers 
are ideal to keep insects and 
mice out of stored seed. 
Germination rates decrease 
the longer seed is stored. 
The length of time that a 
seed can be stored depends 
on what it is.

Seed Selection Is Important Spring Decision

St. Patrick’s Day is a time 
to celebrate Irish culture and 
all things green, including 
leprechauns and shamrocks. 
While shamrock is a well-
known symbol of good luck, 
Bells of Ireland (Moluccella 
laevis) is another interesting 
plant associated with good 
fortune, said University of 
Missouri Extension horti-
culturist David Trinklein. 

Bells of Ireland is an an-
nual plant in the Lamiaceae 
(mint) plant family that 
blooms from July to Sep-
tember. Each fragrant, tiny 
white flower is surrounded 
by a bell-shaped, green 
calyx, with many of these 
“bells” tightly arranged 
along the floral stem. 
Leaves are also interspersed 
between the calyces, with 
pairs of small thorns on the 
square-shaped stem. 

The flowers are not 
showy, but the green calyces 
remain attractive for an ex-
tended period. “Bells of Ire-
land are interesting as cut 
flowers and can be mixed 
with other colorful blossoms 
in fresh or dried arrange-
ments,” Trinklein said. For 
drying, cut the stems when 
the “bells” become rigid, 
and hang the stalks in a dry 

location with good air cir-
culation. 

As luck would have it, 
the time to start Bells of Ire-
land seeds indoors is on St. 
Patrick’s Day, which is 
about two months before the 
last frost in Missouri. Place 
the seeds in a shallow con-
tainer filled with a potting 
medium. Barely cover the 
seeds with potting medium, 
as they require light for ger-
mination. 

Next, water the medium 
lightly, seal the container, 
and place it in a refrigerator 
for two weeks. Chilling the 
seed will enhance germina-
tion and shorten the time to 
seedling emergence, which 
will happen when the con-
tainer is subsequently 
placed in a well-lit location 
at 65-68 F after refrig-
eration. You can transplant 
seedlings outdoors when 
nighttime temperatures are 
consistently above 40 F. Al-
ternatively, place seeds on 
top of the soil outdoors in 
spring when the soil tem-
perature is 50-60 F. 

Bells of Ireland plants do 
best in part shade to early 
morning sun in a well-
drained soil. Needing only 
moderate watering during 

dry periods, they make at-
tractive border plants when 
spaced 10 to 12 inches 
apart. They are excellent 
choices for English cottage 
gardens, Trinklein said. 
Plants grow 2 to 3 feet tall 
and might require staking in 
windy locations. When 
Bells of Ireland flower 
stalks are left on the plant, 
they often self-seed. 

The triangular seeds can 
be left to scatter on the soil, 
or you can collect them to 
save for planting next year. 

Insect pests seldom cause 
problems on Bells of Ire-
land, and rabbits and deer 
do not favor them as a food 
source. 

In celebration of St. Pat-
rick’s Day this year, Trin-
klein offers this slightly 
modified proverb: “Each 
flower on Bells of Ireland 
brings a wish your way: 
good health, good luck, and 
happiness for today and 
every day.”

Ring In St. Patrick’s Day With Bells Of Ireland

Don’t get too anxious 
about cleaning your yard for 
spring, says Gwen Funk, 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension field specialist in 
horticulture. 

“Warmer temperatures 
may entice you to rake 
leaves, trim back flower 
stems or remove mulch, but 
both plants and insects are 
still sleeping and are not 
fooled by mother nature’s 
teasing temperatures,” she 
says. 

Hold off on spring 
cleanup until temperatures 
are consistently above 50 
degrees Fahrenheit. Many 
native bees, butterflies and 
moths overwinter in dead in 
plant stems, in leaf litter or 
just below the soil surface, 
waiting for warmer weather. 

Until then, Funk offers 
these suggestions for main-
tenance on warm days: 
RETHINK YOUR ATTITUDE 

TOWARD LEAVES 
Too many leaves on your 

lawn can smother the grass, 
but it is OK to have 10-20 
percent of your lawn cov-
ered with a thin layer of 
leaves. These leaves will de-
compose and add nutrients 
to your soil. 

Gently rake excess leaves 
and move them to your 
flower beds for a free source 
of mulch. Leave the leaves 
intact since shredding them 
may destroy hibernating 
critters. 

Gently move the leaves 
around the base of the trees. 
Don’t pile the leaves di-
rectly around the trunk. If 
space allows, pile leaves in 
an outlying location to de-
compose naturally. In a year 

or so, you will have nu-
trient-filled mulch. If pos-
sible, do not send leaves to 
the landfill. 

OLD FLOWER STEMS  
ARE OK 

Many beneficial insects 
and pollinators are still de-
veloping in the hollow 
stems of your flowering 
plants. It is fine to trim the 
old flowering heads of 
plants, but do not cut the 
stems down to the ground. 
Cut them at varying lengths 
of 12 to 18 inches to accom-
modate the nesting bugs. 
Cutting the stems back a bit 
will expose a cavity that 
early emerging pollinators 
will find and use. 

As the season progresses, 
new growth will cover these 
dead stems and hide them. 
Eventually, they will break 
down and release their nu-
trients back into the soil. 

NO-MOW APRIL 
Delay mowing as long as 

possible to allow early 
spring flowers such as vio-
lets and clovers to bloom 
and provide crucial early 
food sources for pollinators. 
Consider breaking up your 
green carpet of lawn and 
adding low-growing flowers 
to provide nectar and pollen 
for pollinators. Even dande-
lions can provide some nu-
trients for these early- 
emerging pollinators. 

Do not mow the lawn 
until there is at least 3 
inches of new growth. Roots 
of the cool-season grasses 
are being established, and 
they need vigorous top 
growth to support good root 
development. A mowing 
height of 3.5 to 4 inches is 

critical at this time to dis-
courage weed invasion and 
to support good root estab-
lishment. If weeds become 
an issue, try to use mechan-
ical (hand pulling/hoeing) 
and cultural (correct mow-
ing height) methods. Avoid 
using pesticides during this 
time. If pesticides are nec-
essary, spot-treat the weeds, 
and use when pollinators are 
not as active (evening 
hours). Be sure to accurately 
identify the weed and follow 
all pesticide label rec-
ommendations. 
MODIFY YOUR LANDSCAPE 

Spring is a good time to 
think about new plants for 
your landscape. Remember 
to add diverse layers of hab-
itat and try to include plants 
that create a variety of 
blooms from February to 
October. 

There are many native 
plants you can add to your 
flower garden. You might 
also consider “green mul-
ches” or native plants that 
grow 6 inches or less as a 
ground cover. Choose plants 
recommended for your 
USDA plant hardiness zone 
and are appropriate for your 
soil and light conditions. 
Remember to leave some 
bare ground for nesting bees 
and to create small brush 
piles for shelter. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Pollinator-friendly lawns: 
you can have it all! MU In-
tegrated Pest Management 
article 

Grow Native, a program 
of the Missouri Prairie 
Foundation 

Xerces Society for Inver-
tebrate Conservation 

Pollinators: Patience Pays Off 
Plants, Insects Are Still Sleeping

K OF C 
FISH FRY 

Fridays, March 13 & 27 - 
4:30-7 p.m. 

SETON HALL LOUISIANA 
Dine-In, Carry-Out or Curbside 

Pick Up 

Few houseplants are as 
charming and whimsical as 
the shamrock plant, says 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension field horticulturist 
Gwen Funk.  

These intriguing house-
plants capture attention 
year-round, not just on St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

Shamrock plants’ clover-
like leaves exhibit a fasci-
nating daily rhythm. They 
fold in at night as if “sleep-
ing,” then open wide with 
the morning light. This 
movement, called nycti-
nasty, happens when spe-
cialized cells at the base of 
each leaf respond to light 
cues, swelling or shrinking 
to raise or lower the leaf. 

Although often sold in 
late winter and early spring 
for St. Patrick’s Day, sham-
rock plants can thrive in-
doors year-round with 
proper care. They belong to 
the Oxalidaceae, or wood 
sorrel, family. 

The plants commonly 
marketed as “shamrocks” 
are not true Irish shamrocks 
but several species of Ox-
alis, including Oxalis reg-
nellii (lucky shamrock), 
Oxalis triangularis (purple-
leaf shamrock) and Oxalis 
deppei (good-luck plant, 
often sold as a four-leaf 
clover). 

The true Irish shamrock 
is Trifolium dubium, a yel-
low-flowered clover. 

GROWING  
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Light: Shamrock plants 
prefer bright, indirect light. 
An east- or west-facing win-
dow works well. Too little 
light results in sparse 
growth and fewer blooms, 
while harsh, direct sunlight 
may scorch the leaves. 

Water: Keep potting me-
dium evenly moist during 
active growth, allowing the 
surface to dry slightly be-
tween waterings. Avoid wa-
terlogging, as shamrocks are 
sensitive to excess moisture 
and may develop root or 
tuber rot. Good drainage is 
essential. 

Temperature and humid-

ity: Average indoor tem-
peratures of 60-75 F suit 
these plants well. They 
prefer cooler nights and do 
not tolerate prolonged heat. 
Normal household humidity 
is usually adequate. 

Fertilization: Feed with a 
balanced, water-soluble fer-
tilizer at half strength every 
three to four weeks during 
active growth. Avoid fertil-
izing when the plant is dor-
mant. 

UNDERSTANDING  
DORMANCY 

Shamrock plants natu-
rally enter a resting period, 
typically after flowering or 
during times of stress such 
as high temperatures or re-
duced light. Leaves may 
yellow, droop or die back 
completely. 

“Don’t throw out the 
plant, as this is a natural part 
of the shamrock’s growing 
cycle,” says Funk. 

She offers tips to manage 
dormancy: 

Reduce watering to keep 
the soil barely moist. 

Move the pot to a cool, 
dry location with indirect 
light. 

Do not fertilize during 
this period. 

After several weeks to a 
few months, new growth 
will emerge from the under-
ground tubers. Resume nor-
mal watering and return the 
plant to bright, indirect light 
once growth resumes. This 
cycle is normal and should 
be expected annually. 

COMMON PROBLEMS & 
SOLUTIONS 

Yellowing or drooping 
leaves: Usually caused by 
overwatering or poor drai-
nage. Ensure the container 

allows excess water to es-
cape. 

Sparse growth or lack of 
blooms: Often due to insuf-
ficient light. Move the plant 
to a brighter location, but 
avoid harsh midday sun. 

Sudden leaf drop: Most 
likely dormancy, not dis-
ease. Adjust care based on 
seasonal needs. 

Leggy growth: Indicates 
low light. Increase light ex-
posure for more compact 
growth. 

Pests: Generally pest-re-
sistant, though aphids and 
spider mites may appear. 
Treat promptly with insecti-
cidal soap or rinse foliage 
thoroughly. 

“With proper light, wa-
tering and an understanding 
of its natural dormancy 
cycle, the shamrock plant 
can be a reliable and long-
lasting houseplant,” Funk 
says. “Just remember that 
dormancy is a normal part 
of the plant’s life cycle and 
adjust care practices accord-
ingly. By responding to the 
plant’s needs throughout the 
year, homeowners can enjoy 
its delicate form and de-
lightful blooms for many 
years.”

Shamrock Plants: Rockin’ By 
Day, Dozin’ At Night

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Feeder Sale Report For 3-2-2026      Monday Receipts 1,313 Head

300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 
900-1,000 
Bred Cows - Better 
Pairs
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Bulk 
 
Slaughter Bulls

Choice 2 & 3
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Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 
900-1000
Others

Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select Select

ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133
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432 
415 
341 
330 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

Ashley  
Community Center 

Fish Fry 
March 13, 20, 27 

April 3 
4:30-8 p.m. 

Adults $14 • Kids 11-5 $7 • 5 
& Under Free 

Dine-In or Carry -Out
Catfish & Buffalo 

Served

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to: peoplestri-
bune@sbcglobal.net

On May 30: Clarksville 
Historic Progressive Dinner 
Tour. A Celebration of Town 
Heritage, Restoration and 
Community. Formal Tours 
and refreshments start at 4:30 
p.m. Around Town, Clarks-
ville, Living History with A 
Encounter with Samuel 
Clemens, Civil War Skir-
mishes, Replicated Train Sta-
tion, Blacksmith Shop, and an 
Apple Shed Finale. Presented 
by the Clarksville Library and 
Museum. For updates, find us 
on Facebook. 
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Pike To Pike . . .Good day, Bowling Green. Isn’t it 
amazing that each day we get a new 
start, a fresh new attitude to choose 
whether to have a great day or a mis-
erable day. 

 Over the past six years it has been 
exciting to see all the development in 
our outstanding community. The unity, 
compassion, giving, and supportive at-
titude that Bowling Green exudes has 
been exciting to experience. 
The true character of our 
town has only been magnified 
as new families, singles, and 
civic-minded people have 
been grafted into our schools, 
churches, government, and 
workforce.  

Beautification and expan-
sion have been a trademark 
of Bowling Green over the 
years, and it pays off in com-
munity pride and civic in-
volvement. New people have 
stepped up to be leaders, en-
trepreneurs, business owners and var-
ious board members.  

For instance, our Bowling Green 
Park and Rec Board, our Public Library, 
Housing Authority, Airport Board, our 
Health Department, and new leaders in 
our nonprofits and churches emerged. 
As America will be Celebrating 250 
Years of growing, developing, matur-
ing, refining, and working through our 
challenges, Bowling Green should be 
partying and rejoicing over the freedom 
we have as compared to other coun-
tries. Do we have problems and oppor-
tunities for solutions? By all means. 
Yet, as I have traveled out of the Coun-
try to other continents and cultures, 
there’s still no place like good ole USA!   

I hope we celebrate in Bowling 
Green and Pike County like the rest of 
the county will be doing and not just 
blowing it off as “just another Fourth of 

July/Independence Day”. Have we 
been around for thousands of years 
like Europe, Africa, Asia? Obviously 
not. Have we had and are still having 
growing pains? Absolutely. We must 
celebrate life.  

Broken families, marriages, friend-
ships, and working relations need to 
heal and not keep tearing the scab off 
that only leads to scaring.  It’s our 

choice. Bitterness and dis-
content are too much bag-
gage to drag or carry around 
and weight us down. Be set 
free to have joy and peace. 

As we are getting closer to 
the Love Thy Neighbor proj-
ect around Bowling Green 
and even other areas around 
us, it is not too soon to pick 
up forms for volunteering or 
for homeowners for external 
home improvements and re-
pairs.  

Love Thy Neighbor is de-
signed to help those that need repairs 
or replacements where owners are not 
financially or physically able to do it 
themselves. Volunteers to help in these 
efforts range from cooking food, deliv-
ering supplies to worksites, to cutting 
and hammering, to praying for, sending 
“thank you cards,” and to helping 
owners with various challenges emo-
tionally, physically, and /or spiritually. 
Contact Second Baptist Church for 
either or both forms.  

However, please understand that 
other area churches are partnering in 
these efforts as well. It has been excit-
ing to see this project grow each year 
and each year the finances and 
workers join to increase the expansion 
of improvements and locations of proj-
ects.  

We always find ways for volunteers 
to get plugged in.

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

AN IRISH  
FRIENDSHIP POEM 

May there always be work 
for your hands to do; 

May your purse always hold 
a coin or two; 

May the sun always shine on 
your windowpane; 

May a rainbow be certain to 
follow each rain; 

May the hand of a friend al-
ways be near you; 

May God fill your heart with 
gladness to cheer you.         

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
for the week of March 11-17: 

March 11 - Laura Gleckler 
March 12 - Sharon Burg-

dorf, Wendy Smith 
March 13 - Chandler Helm, 

Sonny Kimmel 
March 14 - Ronnie Rush 
March 15 - Scott Miller, Lila 

and Brian Martin 
March 16 - Clay Gosnell 
March 17 - Dona Hibbard, 

James Francis, Tom Sims, Sheri 
and Greg Ketterman 

Can't think of anything to 
do?  Read the following to get 
some ideas. 

Band enteretainment in the 
area:  

Friday, March 13 - The 
Buggs' Family Opry will be in 
Pearl with the show starting at 
7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 14 - The 
Big River Band will be at a new 
location which will be the Red 
Rooster (what was Hooterville) 
due to the uptown Pittsfield re-
vitalization construction proj-
ect. On the menu that evening 
will be your choice of Smash 
Burgers with Fries or Chicken 
Strips with Rooster Sauce, and 
for Dessert will be Ice Cream 
with toppings of Brownie Bits 
or Caramel Sauce.  Please come 
to the RED ROOSTER across 
from Illini Hospital, next to the 
motel, and enjoy the Big River 
Band in concert with the show 
starting at 6 p.m.  

By the way, updates and all 
kinds of things can be viewed 
on Big River Band on Face-
book. Just join this page.  

Do Not Forget, if the 
weather gets bad and/or iffy, 
either listen to 97.5 or 102 on 
the radio, or check on Facebook 
and look on either Big River 
Band or Polly Bugg or Jamie 
Niffen or myself Wyvetta 
Davis, or give someone a call, 
including me, at the number 
above to make sure the Shows 
will be happening. 

The Pike County Senior Cit-
izens Center at 220 West Adams 
Street in Pittsfield will be hold-
ing its fundraiser fish fry this 
Thursday, March 12, 4:30-6 
p.m. The menu will be your 
choice of catfish fillet or buffalo 
with three set sides which will 
include this month potato salad, 
green bean casserole and pasta 
salad plus your choice of des-
sert and tea. Eat-in or carry-out. 
All ages are welcome. Ques-
tions please call 217-285-4969. 
They also have gift certificates 
available for any amount. 

The Barry United Women of 
Faith will be hosting a pulled 
pork and soup meal on Friday, 
March 13 from 4-7 p.m. The 
meal will consist of a pulled 
pork sandwich, choice of soup, 
and a bag of chips. Desserts will 
be provided. Everyone can dine 
in at the church in Barry or 
carry outs will be available. All 
the donations will be going to 
help with repairs in the church 
basement. They are hoping for 
a good gathering and that the 
weather cooperates. 

The Pike County Herbal 
Chat  will be meeting Saturday, 
March 21, starting at 10 a.m., at 
the Nazarene Family Center in 
Pittsfield. Anyone interested 
may attend, and the topic is to 
be announced. 

Single Seniors + One has 
another "Meet, Greet, and Eat" 
in the works. It's never too late 
to be a part of this group so if 
you are interested in joining, 
just call or text 1-217-320-
8438. Men and / or women, sin-
gle by choice or circumstance, 
you are welcome to join. Any 
questions, just call 1-217-320-
8438. This group is not strictly 
for people in Pike County. If 
you can drive and pay for your 
own meal, you will be wel-
comed. 

Uptown Strings Band plays 
every Tuesday from noon-3 
p.m., at the Admiral Koontz 
Recreation Center, 301 Warren 
Barrett Drive, in Hannibal. This 

is sponsored by the Hannibal 
Parks and Recreation. Everyone 
is welcome. 

UPCOMING DATES OF 
INTEREST 

The General Primary is 
Tuesday, March 17. Take time 
to do your civic duty and privi-
lege, and vote. Or if you want to 
vote early in Pike County, Ill., 
you can go to the county clerk's 
office located on Washington 
Street in Pittsfield, Ill. 

Easter Sunday is April 5. 
When a man's ways please 

the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with 
him. Better is a little with right-
eousness than great revenues 
without right.  Proverbs 16:7, 8 

George and Georgia Ruble 
stopped in to visit with Jamie 
and I Thursday, March 4, and 
we all had a nice visit. 

To celebrate Jamie's birth-
day, his son and daughter-in-
law, James and Amanda Niffen 
of Annada, Missouri, and Na-
than Davis and Lori Capps all 
met Jamie and Wyvetta at the 
Boatel in Naples on Saturday, 
March 7 for a meal and lots of 
visiting. A good time was had 
by all. 

The Big River Band had a 
concert Sunday evening, March 
8 at the Pittsfield United Meth-
odist Church. It was well at-
tended with 74 there. The band 
appreciated being asked to be 
there. 

We are at the age that we de-
cided several months ago that 
the bathtub needed to go, it was 
just an accident waiting to 
happen. So we did some calling 
and some checking, and we 
went with Michael's Bath out of 
Troy. It was installed in a cou-
ple days in February, and we 
both highly recommend it for 
convenience, safety, and more 
room. 

 
TRIVIA ANSWERS  

FROM LAST WEEK: 
1. What is the Washington 

Monument made of?  (marble, 
granite, and sandstone blocks) 

2. What tree in the Garden of 
Eden did God tell Adam not to 
eat from?  (Tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil) 

3. What U.S. President had 
the shortest term?  (William 
Henry Harrison was President 
for 31 days. He caught a cold on 
inauguration day that turned 
into a fatal case of pneumonia.)

State Representative Chad Perkins Report

“Our office enjoyed 
another busy, but very pro-
ductive week at the Capitol. 
We continued advancing 
legislation, working through 
committee hearings and 
floor action, and addressing 
important conservative pri-
orities. We especially en-
joyed the honor of 
welcoming many constit-
uents from home. I’m proud 
of the progress we’re mak-
ing and grateful for the op-
portunity to serve the people 
of Missouri.” 

-Speaker Pro Tem Chad 
Perkins 

This Week In 
 Jefferson City 

Missouri Legislature 
Passes Supplemental 
Budget to Fund Current 
State Operations 

Missouri lawmakers this 
week gave approval  HCS 
HB 2014, the state’s supple-
mental budget bill, provid-
ing additional funding to 
state agencies and programs 
for the remainder of the cur-
rent fiscal year. Supplemen-
tal budgets are used to cover 
costs that exceed original 
projections, including pro-
gram expenses, grant obli-
gations, and required fund 
transfers. The legislation ap-
propriates approximately 
$3.1 billion for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2026. 

The bill was modified in 
the Senate before final pas-
sage, including: 

·A cut of just under $15 
million originally set aside 
to hire an owner’s represen-
tative for a proposed Mis-
souri State Capitol 
expansion and renovation 
project. 

·A reduction of $150,000 
for sending a Missouri del-
egation to Washington, 
D.C., this summer for the 
Great American State Fair. 

·A cut of $972,000 to 
build out and furnish space 
for the attorney general’s of-
fice at a new state building 
in Chesterfield. 

Major spending items in 
the bill include: 

·$1 billion for disaster re-
covery efforts in St. Louis 
and other areas impacted by 
tornadoes and storms in 
2025. 

·$635 million for the De-
partment of Transportation 
Road program. 

·$100 million of the $216 
million Missouri received 
for the Rural Health Trans-
formation Program. 

With approval from both 
chambers, HCS HB 2014 
now heads to Governor 
Mike Kehoe to be signed 
into law, making it the first 
piece of legislation this year 
to reach his desk. 
House Expands Benefits 

& Authorities For  
Missouri National Guard 

& Veterans 
A broad package of mili-

tary and veterans-related 
provisions is included in HB 
2593, now approved by the 
House. The bill extends cer-
tain federal Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act protections 
to Missouri National Guard 
members called to state ac-
tive duty for more than 30 
consecutive days. It also 
provides allowances for cer-
tain insurance premiums for 
Guard members serving ex-
tended state duty. 

The legislation authorizes 
cybersecurity operations by 
the Missouri National Guard 
for state and local entities 
and creates a revolving fund 
for those efforts. It estab-
lishes new service ribbons, 
expands eligibility for mili-
tary medals and medallions, 
and revises the structure of 
the Missouri Military 
Family Relief Fund. In ad-
dition, the bill creates the 
MO GIVES program, al-
lowing eligible Guard 
members who serve as liv-
ing organ donors to receive 
paid state active-duty or-
ders, modifies tuition assis-
tance provisions, and 
repeals the Military Coun-
cil. 
House Moves To Improve  
Transparency For Water, 
Sewer Billing In Rental 

Properties 
Landlords could have 

clearer authority to bill ten-
ants for water and sewer 
services under HCS HB 
2105, which passed the 
House this week. The bill al-
lows charges to be allocated 
either by actual meter 
readings or a disclosed 
mathematical formula, in-
cluding common area usage. 
Landlords may include rea-
sonable administrative fees 
and late charges, provided 
these are clearly disclosed 
before a lease is signed. The 
legislation aims to protect 

tenants from unexpected 
charges while giving prop-
erty owners flexibility to 
manage costs fairly. 

House Advances 
Statewide Expansion Of 
Agricultural Education 

Agriculture education in 
Missouri elementary 
schools would move beyond 
a limited pilot program 
under HCS HBs 2097 & 
1905, approved by the 
House this week. Beginning 
in the 2027–28 school year, 
the Department of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Educa-
tion may implement the 
program statewide in any 
elementary school that 
elects to participate. The 
legislation also eliminates 
the requirement to submit 
reports to legislative com-
mittees and instead requires 
updates to be posted on the 
Department’s website. The 
change is designed to 
broaden access while sim-
plifying reporting require-
ments.

Rep. Chad Perkins

Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to:  
peoplestribune@ 

sbcglobal.net
On March 14: Pike 

County Democratic Club 
will meet with Lincoln 
County Democratic Club at 
11:30 a.m., at the Lincoln 
County Health Department, 
5 Health Department Dr., 
Troy, MO 63379.

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

March 5 
Receipts: 729 head 

Pairs – Better Cows 
111 head 

1st Calf  – Heifer Pairs 
$5,500 – $6,100 

3–6 Yr Old Cows  
(Baby to 300 lb Calves) 

$4,400 – $6,050 
6-8 Yr Old Cows  

(Baby to 300 lb Calves) 
$4,950 – $5,500 

Short Solid & Aged  
(Baby to 300 lb Calves) 

$3,500 – $4,400 
Bred Cows 

261 head 
Bred Heifers 

99 head 
$4,300 – $5,000 

3-6 Yr Old (2nd & 3rd Period) 
$3,900 – $4,800 

3-6 Yr Old (1st Period) 
$2,800 – $4,100 

Short Solid & Aged 
$2,500 – $4,000 

Smaller Frame  
Breeding Bulls 

8 head 
$3,900 – $6,500 

Slaughter Bulls 
12 head 

$2.01 – $2.19 / lb 
Slaughter Cows 

97 head 
$1.60 – $1.85 / lb 
Receiving Hours 

Tuesday: 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 
Wednesday: 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 
Thursday: 8 A.M. – 5 P.M. 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

WE WELCOME  
YOUR LOCAL 

NEWS



John Robert 
Lonon 

John Robert Lonon, 69, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 17, 2026 
at his home in Poplar Bluff. 

Graveside services and 
urn burial was at 2 p.m., Sat-
urday at Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Clarksville. 

 A journey we all must 
take, when the Lord our 
Savior calls, along the way 
there is a river beyond the 
garden wall. John was born 
May 21, 1956 in Jackson-
ville, Fla., to the late Johnny 
Jackson and mother, Mild-
red Grant Lonon of Savan-
nah, Ga. As a single mother 
and school teacher, Mrs. 
Mildred Lonon, with the 
help of her brother, Willie 
Bernard Grant and his wife, 
Evelyn Hightower Grant, 
raised John in Chatham 
County, Sandfly, G., where 
he attended the public 
schools and later Savannah 
State University. At an early 
age, he was converted and 
baptized at Speedwell Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. He 
was a member of the choir 
and attended Bible school 
where his mother was the 
director of Vocational Bible 
School. John had many 
friends, a host of foster 
brothers, sisters, and cous-
ins. 

 He leaves behind a step-
son, Cortez E. McDonald of 
Paynesville, who he loved 
dearly; a cousin, who he 
called a sister, Laura Grant 
Berkstiener of Savannah, 
Ga.; a brotherly friend, Jo-
nathan McClellan of At-
lanta, Ga.; and many 
childhood friends including 
the Lutens, Halls, Martins, 
Beauchamps, and others. He 
also had many Godchildren 
that he saw baptized. 

 John met his devoted 
wife, Carrie Scott Lonon in 
1982 in Augusta, Ga., and 
was united in holy matri-
mony on Jan. 20, 1983 at 
Speedwell United Methodist 
Church in Savannah, Ga., 
by the Rev. William Ashley, 
witnessed by his mother, 
Mildred, and uncle and aunt, 
Willie and Evelyn Grant. 
John and Carried eventually 
moved to St. Louis and later 
to Hannibal. They both be-
came members of the Sec-
ond Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ on June 
14, 2009 in New London, 
where they were both de-
voted members. 

 Carrie succumbed to pan-
creatic cancer and preceded 
him in death on Nov. 30, 
2015. John stayed in Hanni-
bal where he could be close 
to his son, Cortez. He later 
moved to Poplar Bluff to 
pursue a career as a driver 
for the elderly, which he en-
joyed. 

 John touched the lives of 
many. He had a good heart 
and loved to communicate 
and help others. He will be 
truly missed. May God have 
mercy on his soul and may 
he rest in peace. 

 Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana was in charge of 
cremation rites. 

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

Robert James 
Swantner 

Robert James Swantner 
Jr., of Wentzville died Sat-
urday, Feb. 28, 2026, at the 
age of 94.  

Memorial Mass to be 
held Tuesday (today) at 11 
a.m., at St. Patrick’s Catho-
lic Church in Wentzville. In-
urnment will be at Eternal 
Peace Cemetery Wentzville. 

Son of the late Robert 
James I. and Alvina Grie-
senhauer Swantner; father 
of Diane Koch and the late 

Robert James "Jim" Swant-
ner, III; grandfather of Erin 
Davis and husband, Jeff of 
Curryville, and Bryan Koch 
and wife, Molly of Defi-
ance; great-grandfather of 
Kindall Bickel and husband, 
Dawson, and John Kena-
well, Kaylee, Lilly, Tyson, 
and Tenley Koch; father-in-
law of Karen Springer and 
husband, Gary; beloved 
uncle, cousin, and friend to 
many. 

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Ruth Boland 
Swantner, a  son, Robert 
James “Jim” Swantner III; 
granddaughter, Sarah 
Joanne Swantner; great-
grandson, Brady James 
Koch; and two siblings, 
Larry Swantner and Mary 
Jean Prinster. 

He loved camping and 
traveling. Most important to 
Bobby was his family and 
friends. He was dearly loved 
and will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him. 

Memorial contributions 
to: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
(SHP) c/o funeral home 

Family and friends may 
sign the online guestbook @ 
www.mccoyblossomfh.com 

Debra Kay ‘Debbie’  
Vandelicht 

Debra Kay "Debbie" 
Vandelicht, 64,  of Bowling 
Green died Thursday, Feb. 
26, 2026 at Pin Oaks Living 
Center in Mexico.  

Private services to be 
held. 

She was born Dec. 31, 
1961 in Fulton to Harold 
and Lillian Vandelicht. She 
attended the local schools 
with her siblings and went 
on to attend LPN school. 
Debbie worked at various 
nursing homes in the area 
and her last job was working 
at the WERDCC in Vandalia 
for nine years. Debbie loved 
animals and reading. She 
was very creative and en-
joyed writing short stories.  

She is survived by 
siblings, James Vandelicht 
and wife, Laura of Bowling 
Green and Robert and wife 
Kim of Hannibal; nieces and 
nephews, Charlie and Lora 
Evers, Krystal Evers Lei-
pholtz and husband, Jeremy, 
Jonathan Vandelicht and 
wife, Alexandra, and Taylor 
Vandelicht; many other rel-
atives and friends. 

Debbie was preceded in 
death by parents. 

Family and friends may 
sign the online guestbook @ 
www.mccoyblossomfh.com 

Christopher 
‘Chris’ Brown 

Christopher “Chris” 
Wayne Brown, 39, of 
Schertz, Texas, was taken 
from this world on Tuesday, 
Feb. 3, 2026. 

Visitation was Feb. 20 
from 1-3 p.m., followed by 
a memorial service from 3-
5 p.m., at Schertz Funeral 
Home and Crematory in 
Schertz, Texas. Directly fol-
lowing the services, a Cele-
bration of Life was held at 
Our Glass Cocktails in Uni-
versal City, Texas. 

A Traveling Celebration 
of Life was held Feb. 21.  

Chris was born Sept. 11, 
1986, in Hannibal to Wil-
liam “Will” F. Brown Jr. and 
Abbie Lybarger Brown.  

He is survived by his par-
ents; his grandmother, Es-
ther Lybarger; a sister, 
Heather Lynn Brown Gilli-
han; one brother-in-law, 
Bric Tyler Gillihan; a 
nephew, Zane William Gil-
lihan; and one niece, Gene-
vieve Louise Gillihan. He is 
also survived by an aunt, 
Teresa Adams; uncles, Ken 
Lybarger, John Lybarger, 
Robert Lybarger, Robert 

Adams, and Todd Brown; 
along with many cousins, 
extended family members, 
and friends who loved him 
dearly. 

Chris earned his associ-
ate’s degree in hospitality 
and was serving as director 
of operations for Weebler 
Corporation and the assis-
tant manager at Our Glass 
Cocktails at the time of his 
death. Prior to his current 
positions, he was an associ-
ate production manager for 
Tyson. Raised in the Meth-
odist faith, Chris was a man 
of strong values, deep com-
passion, and unwavering 
generosity. He loved his 
work and the people he 
worked alongside and lived 
by the motto, “Work hard, 
play hard.” 

Known for his kind heart 
and selfless nature, Chris 
would give the shirt off his 
back, his last dollar, or wha-
tever was needed to help 
someone in need. He loved 
deeply, wore his heart on his 
sleeve, and made everyone 
around him feel seen, sup-
ported, and valued. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family kindly asks that do-
nations be made in Chris-
topher’s memory to one of 
the following organizations: 
The Pride Center: San Anto-
nio; Fisher House Inc,: San 
Antonio. 

Chris will be remem-
bered for his boundless gen-
erosity, unwavering loyalty, 
and the way he made every-
one around him feel seen 
and valued. Though his time 
with us was far too short, his 
kindness, laughter, and love 
will live on forever in the 
hearts of those who knew 
him. 

John W. Ayer Sr. 
John W. Ayers Sr., 77, of 

Rushville and formerly of 
Louisiana, died quietly Fri-
day, Jan. 16, 2026, at the 
Rushville Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center in Rush-
ville. 

He was born July 3, 
1948, in Ashburn, the son of 
the late Roscoe and Ruth 
Anderson Ayers. 

John worked for 33 years 
as a machinist for Hubbell 
Tooling in Louisiana until 
the plant closed. Afterwards, 
John took a part-time job 
with the City of Louisiana 
for a few years until he com-
pletely retired. He enjoyed 
watching movies, listening 
to classic rock music and 
spending time with his 
family. One of his favorite 
holidays was Thanksgiving, 
which he would often host 
at his house for family. 

He is survived by his 
sons, Richard Ayers of Cam-
den, Phillip Ayers of Little-
ton, and John Ayers Jr., and 
wife, Heather of Coos Bay, 
Ore.; several grandchildren; 
two sisters, Golda Turner of 
Louisiana, and Evelyn Rue 
and husband, Robert, also of 
Louisiana. 

In accordance with 
John’s wishes, cremation 
rites have been accorded 
and services will not be 
held. 

The Triplett & Wood Fu-
neral Home of Rushville has 
been entrusted with the care 
and arrangements. 

Memorial contributions 
in memory of John are sug-
gested to the family or dona-
tions for any cancer research 
for the cure of cancer. 

Anyone is invited to 
share your memories of 
John and leave a condolence 
at www.triplettwood.com. 

Donald ‘Joe’ 
Lewis 

Anyone who knew Joe 
knew that he was an early 
morning kind of guy. Dad 
woke up before the spar-
rows, before the sun, and 
maybe even before God. His 
many years of morning 
radio meant he had to rise 
very early, get to the station, 
warm up the equipment, rip 
the news off the wire and be 
ready to ‘sign-on’ to wake 
the good folks of Pike 
County. It’s a habit he could 
never shake. So, on Tues-
day, March 3, 2026 in tradi-
tional Joe style, he arose one 
last time for his biggest 
sign-on yet…to wake his 
personal Lord and Savior. 
Good morning, Pearly 
Gates. 

Joe made his first sign-on 
Feb. 8, 1939, to Clarence 
“Gabe” and Beatrice 
McCann Lewis. His humble 
beginnings came at the end 
of the Great Depression, 
when most had few posses-
sions, land or money. But 
what the Lewises did have 
was…You thought I was 
going to say love, didn’t 
you? Nope. What the Lew-
ises did have was children. 
Joe was the youngest of 10. 
Being the youngest, small-
est, slowest meant he had to 
fight for every scrap of at-
tention he could. That’s 
when he realized that humor 
would be his superpower. 

School was his first stage. 
In preparation for Dad’s fu-
neral, the family ran across 
old grade cards, and it seems 
he chose to trade good 
grades for belly laughs. Al-
though wellliked, class 
clowns don’t usually grow 
into valedictorians. So, he 
set his sights on employ-
ment where he could use his 
hands and cunning, leading 
him to a multitude of jobs 
like gas station attendant, 
Pepsi and phone repairman, 
until he heard of a man hir-
ing for a radio station. Paul 
Salois recognized his 
bull...talent and hired him 
right away. KPCR was born. 

Somewhere between 
laughs, Joe caught the eye of 
a lovely girl from St. Clem-
ent. Funnily enough, she 
didn’t think he was funny at 
all. It took a lot of convinc-
ing, like a year or two, but 
she finally saw he wasn’t so 
bad and eventually suc-
cumbed to his charms. In 
1961, Rosemary Deters be-
came Rosemary Lewis. Be-
fore they settled in their 
cozy house in the country, 
he served his country in the 
United States Army, and 
eight years of reserves. Soon 
they welcomed the first of 
their brood, little Joe, fol-
lowed by their favorite, Lori 
and lastly, Christine. (Chris-
tine and Joe forced Lori to 
add this disclaimer: The au-
thor has been found to em-
bellish the truth from time to 
time and takes after her 
father.) 

With family and career 
underway, Joe began to re-
flect inward to see what 
could be missing in his life. 
What was that emptiness in-
side? He knew exactly what 
would fill that hole. A fish-
ing boat. With rod, reel, and 
stinky Bowker’s catfish bait, 
he set out for the river. And 
what does every fisherman 
need? Fishing buddies. And 
there they were, in the jon 
boat, on the pontoon, or 
casting from shore. He and 
his pals were always ready 
for a good time and that 
meant mischief. I would tell 
you about all the mischief, 
but the best stories always 
involved Joe Long, Jack 
Haley, Arch Jennings, and 
Sonny Wright and many 
others who have asked to re-
main nameless. 

Somewhere along the 
way, Joe noticed another 
longing inside. This was fa-
miliar. It felt like when he 
was a very young lad and 
answered a call that led him 
to walk the seven miles to 
St. Clement to start going to 
church. The Mass and Jesus 
called to him, so he con-
tinued to take that long walk 
every Sunday. And al-

though, Joe still attended 
church regularly he wanted 
more. That’s when he heard 
about Cursillo and TEC 
(Teens Encounter Christ), 
retreat weekends sponsored 
by the Catholic Church. Joe 
and Rosie attended one, then 
another and before you 
know it, they were leading 
the events. Their family of 
friends grew by leaps and 
bounds and helped dad 
forge an even stronger rela-
tionship with Jesus. With 
Cursillo came Don and Jane 
Powell and Ansel Niemeyer. 
They did everything to-
gether but mostly laughed 
until their sides hurt. 

Dad loved his kids and 
was proud of all their ac-
complishments, but he 
really loved the babies. He 
played with any baby he 
saw in public and always 
tried to make them laugh, 
but when he finally got his 
own grandkids, he turned on 
the fun. Olivia, Emily, and 
Cassidi (a special grand-
daughter by choice) loved 
their Papa Joe. When they 
were still small, they espe-
cially loved jumping on his 
belly like a trampoline, and 
he let them, for a while. And 
then came the great-grand-
kids, Luella and Thea who 
he loved just as much, al-
though he didn’t let them 
jump on his belly. He was 
always surrounded by his 
numerous nieces and 
nephews, too. 

KPCR was a big part of 
this life, and the Bowling 
Green community and its 
people meant the world to 
him. He enjoyed announc-
ing tractor pulls, emceed 
many functions and enter-
tained anyone who would 
listen. He started the Cow-
pasture Concerts that 
brought people by the thou-
sands, was instrumental in 
fundraisers like “Goat 
Days” and lots of hair-
brained schemes as Mom 
would say. 

Joe was impatiently 
awaiting to be reunited in 
heaven with those who pre-
ceded in death, his parents, 
all his brothers and sisters, 
and numerous family and 
friends. His family knows 
there was a real barnburner 
of a reunion in heaven on 
Tuesday. 

Please help celebrate his 
life by joining his family for 
visitation at Bibb-Veach Fu-
neral Home, Bowling Green 
on Monday from 3-7 p.m., 
and a funeral Mass at St. 
Clement Catholic Church on 
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. A 
luncheon will follow at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
following graveside serv-
ices. 

Curtis Eugene 
Kerr Sr. 

 
Funeral services for Curtis 

Eugene Kerr, Sr., of Elsberry 
will be held at noon  Saturday 
at Elsberry First Christian 
Church. The Rev. Brenda 
Cockrell, The Rev. Charleen 
Wheeler-Williams, and the 
Rev. Mary Garrett will offici-

ate, with burial to follow in 
the Elsberry City Cemetery. 

Visitation will be from 3-8 
p.m., Friday at Carter-Ricks 
Funeral Home in Elsberry. 

Curtis, 72, died Sunday,  
March 1, 2026, at his home.  

Born Sept. 4, 1953, in 
Hannibal, he was the son of 
Dempsey Wilson and Edward 
and Laura Mae Overton Kerr. 
A 1971 graduate of Van-Far 
High School in Vandalia, he 
was united in marriage to 
Marsleen Steele on June 15, 
1974, in Vandalia. Their 
union was blessed with two 
children, Curtissa and Curtis, 
Jr. 

A dedicated worker, Curtis 
spent 34 years with Waters 
Furniture in Vandalia in deliv-
ery and setup. Following his 
retirement, he worked for 
Abel’s Quick Shop in Els-
berry for nine years and later 
served as a Therapeutic Men-
tor for Presbyterian Chil-
dren’s Homes and Services of 
Missouri, where he supported 
at-risk youth. A man of deep 
faith, he was a longtime 
member and lay minister of 
Centennial United Methodist 
Church in Elsberry. 

Curtis was a "gentle giant" 
and a loyal servant of God. 
Known for his genuine kind-
ness, honesty, and unwaver-
ing respect for others, he truly 
never knew a stranger. His 
daily routine revolved around 
his devotion to the Lord and 
his community.  He spent 
hours visiting friends and 
neighbors, whether in person 
or by phone, even while bed-
ridden. Curtis cared more for 
others than himself. He was a 
passionate fan of basketball 
and football, and enjoyed 
playing Pokémon Go. Affec-
tionately known as "Mr. 
Horn" and "Fat Albert," his 
greatest joy was hosting game 
nights and spending time with 
those he loved. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Dempsey Wil-
son and Edward and Laura 
Mae Kerr; his wife of 46 
years, Marsleen Kerr in 2020; 
a son, Curtis Kerr, Jr., in 
2002; and his "special son," 
Greg King in 2026; and 
siblings, Anna Steele, Hazel 
Walker, Barbra Jean Salmon, 
Linda Ross, Robert Kerr, and 
Harold Kerr. 

Survivors include his 
daughter, Curtissa Kerr and 
her companion, Antonelli 
Wroten; a brother, Thomas 
(Roland) Kerr and wife, Trae 
of Rock Island, Ill.; and his 
former son-in-law, Ezra Allen 
Hunter, Sr. 

He leaves behind a rich 
legacy through his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren: 
Charlyssa Kerr and children 
Prince-Gabriel and Briella; 
Caytron Kerr and wife, Tina 
and children Devaun, Elaina, 
Ahmari, Ahlani, Brooklynn, 
and Baylee; Cayllen Cassa-
day and husband, Zachary 
and children Hunter, Emmal-
lynn, Scarlette, and one ex-
pected soon; and AJ Hunter 
and wife, Kimberly and chil-
dren Kristopher, Katarina, 
Donavin, Steven, Mathew, 
Micheal, Savannah, and Dan-
ielle; and great-great-grand-
children, Ezra, Malaya, and 
Kaylina. He is also survived 
by his Godchildren, Shannon 
Dawkins, Michael Linson, 
Shea Erler, Amy King, and 
Bryon Curtis Mcclai; a loyal, 
trusted friend, Anita King; 
and a host of nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends. 

Memorials may be made to 
Carter-Ricks Funeral Home, 
107 South 5th Street, Els-
berry, MO 63343 to assist the 
family with final expenses.
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Jamie Tomek 
Jamie Tomek of Olney 

died at Barnes-Jewish Hos-
pital in St. Louis on Sat-
urday, Feb. 28, 2026. She 
was 79.  

A memorial service is 
planned for Saturday, April 
25 at 10:30 a.m., at the 
Olney Methodist Church 
with burial at the Olney 
Cemetery immediately fol-
lowing the service. 

Jamie, who dedicated her 
life to justice and activism, 
never missed a volunteer 
shift. A committed leader, 
her weeks were full of meet-
ings for organizations that 
supported women’s rights, 
veteran’s rights, and youth 
agricultural education or 
volunteer shifts at the hospi-
tal or prison supporting re-
habilitation.  

When her schedule called 
her home for rest, her house 
filled with the sounds of Na-
tional Public Radio – keep-
ing her abreast of the latest 
news. 

Jamie married 1st Lt. 
Glen Tomek, who was killed 
in 1969 in the Vietnam War. 
Jamie found herself in ded-
icated leadership roles for 
the Gold Star Wives of 
America, promoting health-
care and benefits to the sur-
viving spouses of military 
veterans.  

She developed her pas-
sion for supporting youth 
education while working as 
an MU extension agent in 
Cass and Jackson Counties 
for 20 years. She took de-
light in interspersing her 
work for the organization 
with visits to 4-H meetings 
and summer day camps, 
where she loved to sing 
songs like, “Frogs in Yonder 
Pond.” Her interactions with 
children brought out her 

laughter, genuine and happy. 
She was one of the original 
members of the Missouri 
Association of Extension 4-
H Youth Workers Associa-
tion (MAE 4-HYW), and 
served in many office roles 
for the organization. 

In later years, Jamie 
served as a leader for Mis-
souri chapters of the Na-
tional Organization for 
Women (NOW) and the In-
ternational 4-H Youth Ex-
change (IFYE). She was 
known as one of the best 
grant writers for the Rain-
tree Arts Council, where she 
was an administrator who 
handled visual, performing, 
literary, and music arts. 

Jamie enjoyed traveling 
the world, visiting her 
nieces in places like Italy, 
Spain and China or longtime 
family friends in Belgium. 
She loved an opportunity to 
try new foods and expand 
her experiences. 

Jamie was preceded in 
death by her parents, James 
and Margaret Sue Harness 
of Olney.  

She is survived by a 
sister, Joyce Sweet; three 
nieces, Nikki Anderson, 
Ashley Anderson, and Shel-
ley Anderson; and great-
nieces, Evie Huffman, 
Annika Anderson-Kozien, 
and Sage, Brooke, and a 
great-nephew, Henry Pen-
dergrass.  

Jamie graduated from 
Silex High School in 1964 
and from the University of 
Missouri with bachelor’s 
(1968) and later a master’s 
degree. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to the 
Missouri 4-H Foundation or 
charity of your choice. Mis-
souri 4-H Foundation, 109 
Whitten Hall, Columbia, 
MO 65211. 4hfounda-
tion@missouri.edu. 

Bobbye Whalen 
Bobbye Jean Whalen, 77, 

of Troy died Friday, March 
6, 2026, at her home. 

Family and friends will 
be received from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., Friday at Kemper-
Keim Family Funeral 
Chapel located at 351 Mon-
roe Street Troy, MO 63379. 

Funeral service will be 
held at 1 p.m., Friday at 
Kemper-Keim Family Fu-
neral Chapel in Troy. Inter-
ment will follow at Old 
Alexandria Cemetery in 
Troy.  

She was born Nov. 11, 
1948, in Beaumont, Texas 
and was the third of seven 
daughters born to Terrell 
Terry “T.T.” and Creola Vir-
gie Hampton Poole. As a 
child, she was a tomboy 
who loved to climb trees, 
but as a teenager, she loved 
boys and make-up. She 
moved to Missouri in 1972 
and lived in Troy since 
1986. 

She worked since she 
was 15 years old, starting in 
coffee shops and truck stops 
in Texas and Louisiana. She 
was a school bus driver in 
Bowling Green and a real 
estate agent in Troy. For 
over 35 years, she served 
her community in healthcare 
as a certified nurse’s aide, 
director, and regional super-
visor until her retirement 
from Pyramid Healthcare 
Services. Her most impor-
tant and cherished role was 
as a homemaker and mother 
to the six children she 
raised. She had a gift for in-
terior decorating and mak-
ing every space feel like 
home. Perhaps her greatest 
talent was single-handedly 
preparing and presenting 
home-cooked meals for her 
large family on every occa-
sion. She loved her blue 
healers, Rambo (2019), and 
Rebel, who was at her side 
until the end. She also loved 
flowers, feeding, and watch-
ing wild birds, and her many 
cats through the years. She 
was a MAGA, America-
First patriot and number one 
supporter of President 
Trump and our nation’s mil-
itary. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Jack Whalen, who 
was the love of her life; 
sisters, Bilbie Chesser, 
Brenda Shriner, and Olissa 
Smith; children, Karen 
Kerns and husband, Bob, 
Alton Kendall and wife, 
Teresa, Terrell Kendall, 
Stormye Smith, Michael 
Kendall, Bobby Kendall and 
wife, Jodi, and John Whalen 

and wife, Kayla; 17 grand-
children and 16 great-grand-
children who knew her as 
Grams; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives whom she cher-
ished. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Terrell 
and Creola Poole; and three 
sisters, Virgie Lee, Wanda 
Gregory, and Alissa Dyson. 

In lieu of flowers, expres-
sions of sympathy may be 
made to Old Alexandria 
Methodist Church, c/o 
Kemper-Keim Funeral 
Chapel, P.O. Box 222 Troy, 
MO 63379. 

Catherine 
Rousan Vallejo 

Catherine Rousan Val-
lejo, 66, of Louisiana died 
Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 
DePaul Hospital in St. 
Louis. 

Visitation will be held 
from 4-7 p.m., Tuesday 
(today) at Collier Funeral 
Home in Louisiana. 

Catherine was born Oct. 
30, 1959 in St. Louis to Wil-
liam and Sylvia Morris Rou-
san. 

She is survived by two 
sons, Jimmy Huckstep of St. 
Peters, and Nathan Huck-
step and wife, Christy of 
Louisiana; grandchildren, 
Madison Morelock and hus-
band, Michael of Louisiana, 
and Nathan Husckstep of 
Louisiana; two brothers, 
Walter Miller of Bowling 
Green, and Paul Rousan of 
Clarksville; a sister, Janice 
McCormick and Jake Pilk-
ington of Bowling Green; 
and several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, a 
sister, Debbie Rousan, two 
brothers, Bill Rousan and 
Gomer Rousan, two nieces, 
Michelle Rousan and Sarah 
Miller, and a nephew, Chuck 
McCormick. 

Catherine loved to cook 
and being a homemaker. 

She worked at Stark Bros. 
Nurseries in Louisiana. 
Mostly she loved spending 
time with her grandkids, 
loved her dog, Otto, and 
loved talking with her sister 

on the phone frequently. 
Memorials may be made 

to donor’s choice. 
Online condolences may 

be sent at collierfuneral. 
com.
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BY RUTH WILLIAMS 
Feb. 9 board of alderman 

highlights: Meeting was 
called to order with Pledge of 
Allegiance. Agenda, minutes 
and accounts payable were 
approved as presented. Pub-
lic comment: possible ball-
field upgrades were 
presented.   

Maintenance report:  a 
water leak has been located 
in the ditch near the south 
City limit.  Unfinished Busi-
ness:  DNR Water Safety and 
Security Act Project grant to 
develop valve and hydrant 
inspection programs and GIS 
mapping of shut off and hy-
drant location has been sub-
mitted. Manhole replacement 
will be done when weather 
allows.  

New business: Procure-
ment policy draft presented. 
DNR State Historic Preser-
vation Office has been con-
tacted regarding Farber 
depot.  Yes,  the  emergency 
siren test  is  the  first  Tues-
day of  each  month  at  1  
p.m.,  and  the  chimes  sound 
each  day  at  noon  (except  
Sunday).  If  you  notice you  
don’t  hear  it,  please  let  us  
know  so  we  can check and 
be sure it isn’t broken.  The 
Farber Community Better-
ment/Fun Fest added play-
ground equipment at the city 
park and Sportsman Park. In-
stallation will soon be fin-
ished and ready for use.  

A new Sportsman Park 
sign at the ball field is com-
ing soon too. Watch for an all 

call for volunteers to come to 
a park painting party so ev-
erything is ready for warm 
weather.   

More good news: Farber 
was awarded a Mark Twain 
Regional Council of Govern-
ments’ Community Impact 
Grant, and we will be adding 
new sidewalks around the 
community building.   

History question-USA is 
250 years old this year, how 
old is Farber? Last month’s 
answer-1980, we peaked at 
503 residents.    

Farber Library News: 
book sale going on now. Lots 
of children thru adult books. 
Kid’s Messy Art Saturday, 
March 14. See Brenda to 
sign up for “glue art”.   Li-
brary assistant needed at 
Vandalia and Farber. Details 
on the library website 
https://www.mexico-aud-
rain.lib.mo.us or contact Di-
rector Christal Bruner at 
573-581-4389, or email di-
rector@audrain.mexico.aud-
rain.mo.us, for more 
information.     

Watch for the plant swap 
& share announcement, 
scheduled for May 2 on the 
library lawn.     

See you at the Community 
Supper  on  March 20. Enjoy 
good food,  Meet new 
friends,  Come  have  a great 
time. Door open 5:30 p.m., 
eat at 6 p.m. Bring your fa-
vorite side dish or dessert. 
Spaghetti will be provided 
by the Farber Community 
Betterment Committee.  

NOTICE 
Farber Cemetery Association 

is asking all winter flowers at 
the Farber Cemetery to be re-
moved by Wednesday, April 1 
or they will be discarded for 
spring mowing to start. Thank 
you.

Henderson Part Of 14th Amendment Debate
BY BRENT ENGEL, 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
John Brooks Henderson 

took part in one of the big-
gest constitutional battles in 
American history, and the 
legal shock waves are still 
being felt. 

In spring 1866, the Mis-
souri U.S. Senator from Pike 
County became embroiled 
with colleagues over what to 
include and what to leave out 
of the proposed 14th Amend-
ment. 

By then, the mastermind 
of the 13th Amendment out-
lawing slavery had some of 
the strongest constitutional 
credentials in Congress. 
When it was all over, Hen-
derson could rightly be 
counted among the few who 
rose above petty politics and 
kept the country’s abiding 
iAs Henderson saw it, the 
federal government had a 
right and duty to use the pen 
as it had the sword in quel-
ling racial intimidation in the 
South after the Civil War. 

Once a supporter of states’ 
rights, he now believed a re-
united nation was impossible 
without enshrining ad-
ditional safeguards in the 
Constitution. Laws fluctu-
ated with political whims, 
but constitutional edicts were 
tougher to toss out. The po-
sition put the Republican at 
odds with Democrat Pres-
ident Andrew Johnson and 
11 defeated Southern states 
that wanted to rejoin the 
Union on their terms. 

On March 8, 1866, Hen-
derson reminded America 
that Congress, not Johnson, 
was empowered to decide 
“whether armed resistance to 
the national authority yet ex-
ists” and “whether the causes 
of the rebellion have been re-
moved.” 

Henderson argued that be-
cause secession had “alien-
ated and denationalized” the 
Confederate states, the 
Northern victory meant it 
was up to Congress to deter-
mine “what rights they are 
now entitled to claim as cit-
izens of the United States.” 

He then addressed race in 
political representation, a 
subject that would be a major 
sticking point in verbal joust-

ing over the 14th Amend-
ment. He said while it was 
unfair to tax people in states 
that had not yet been re-
admitted to the Union, it was 
equally unjust that many of 
them “deny representation” 
to freed slaves. 

The resolution asked that 
those in charge of Recon-
struction “inquire at once 
into the propriety and expe-
diency of providing by law 
for the reorganization and re-
establishment” of state gov-
ernments. If the South 
refused to take care of busi-
ness, he thought, the feds 
would do it for them. 

Henderson listened as the 
Republican majority made it 
clear that disenfranchising 
black voters would not be 
tolerated. He then offered a 
simple proposition of his 
own to be included in the 
amendment: “No state, in 
prescribing the qualifications 
requisite for electors therein, 
shall discriminate against 
any person on account of 
color or race.” 

Notice should be taken 
that Henderson, a well-
known suffragist at a time 
when just about every 
woman in America could not 
vote, did not use the word 
“men” but “person.” 

“I believe that the amend-
ment I offer is the true prop-
osition; I believe that it is just 
to the North and just to the 
South,” he said. “I believe 
today, as conscientiously as I 
ever believed anything on 
earth, that the southern 
people themselves will be 
bettered by this amendment.” 

Henderson realized the 
Senate wasn’t quite ready to 
pass the proposition, but ap-
pealed to his colleagues’ 
sense of morality and pre-
dicted that black voting was 
imminent. 

“Why not come up 
squarely and do it?” he 
asked. “The South itself can-
not exist in peace without ex-
tending modified suffrage to 
the negro, and we all know 
it.” 

On March 16, Henderson 
again spoke about black suf-
frage, telling his colleagues 
that President Johnson in a 
personal conversation with 

the senator had said he was 
for it, as first outlined in a 
letter the chief executive sent 
to the Mississippi governor 
in August 1865. 

“If I am a radical for being 
in favor of negro suffrage, 
the President is equally a rad-
ical,” he said. 

There were many more 
debates over the amend-
ment’s language. In the end, 
suffrage for blacks was 
dropped in favor of citizen-
ship rights, due process and 
equal protection of the laws. 

Even with such compro-
mises, the South, except for 
Johnson’s home state of Ten-
nessee, refused calls to ratify. 
So, Congress ordered the 
Army to take over civil oper-
ations until the former Con-
federate legislatures agreed 
to adopt the amendment – a 
move some argued was a 
blatant abuse of government 
power. 

The Senate adopted the 
compromise amendment on 
June 8, 1866, and the House 
agreed five days later. Mis-
souri ratified on Jan. 25, 
1867, and the document was 
declared part of the Constitu-
tion on July 9, 1868. Five 
Southern states voted before 
that date and six after. 

Perhaps because it was so 
ambiguous, the 14th Amend-
ment remains a lightning rod 
for legal discourse. It has 
been brought into topics 
ranging from abortion and 
school desegregation to the 
results of the 2000 election 
and the 2016 discussion of 
birthright citizenship. 

Though he had left the 
Senate by the time it was 
adopted, Henderson saw his 
attempt to outlaw voter dis-
crimination against people of 
color incorporated into the 
15th Amendment in 1870. 
The first clause reads: “The 
right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be de-
nied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State 
on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of servi-
tude.” 

 
The words were strikingly 

similar to those Henderson 
had proposed four years ear-
lier. 



USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. 
Amish built in Indiana, 
excellent condition, 3 
bed., 2 bath. FINANC-
ING. Call for info 573-
249-3333, marktwain 
mobilehomes. com. 
(tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
email GregS.CDH@ 
outlook.com.  

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563.  

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224.  

STOP IN at Van-
dalia Firestone & 
Appliance for all your 
tires and appliances. 
594-6624  

 
RUGER RXM 'S 

starting at $355.84. 
MO. Firearms Co. 
573-470-9111. (X4-
14) 

WEST END CA-
BINS & STORAGE in 
Louisiana  announces 
the sale of unit 116 & 
65 for non-payment of 
rent. Contents will be 
pictured via online 
auction on our Face-
book  "West End Auc-
tion Page" March 18, 
2026 and we will ac-
cept sealed bids. Unit 
availability subject to 
change if tenant pays 
before start of auction. 
Please call our office 
at 573-754-5888 with 
questions. 

 
MO. FIREARMS 

CO. call for best 
prices. 573-470-9111. 
(c8-11)  

 
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176.  

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light 
truck, $15 & up. Van-
dalia Firestone & 
Appliance, 594-6624.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

  

NO HUNTING OR 
T R E S P A S S I N G , 
Murry Shepherd 
Farms. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for injuries 
or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for acci-
dents on property.  

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside house clean-
ing, soffitts, drive-
ways, decks, patios, 
fence cleaning, farm 
equipment, and 
trailers. Free esti-
mates. 573-253-8811.  

RICK’S LAWN 
EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Louisi-
ana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

 
B&J SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, sep-
tic pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap 
pumping and porta 
potty rentals. Butch 
Menne, 573-384-
5536.  

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, 
portable toilet rental, 
job sites, special 
events, auctions. 
Brown’s Septic Pump-
ing, 206 Brown Lane, 
Louisiana, 754-5812. 
(tf) 

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by 
Ann Hecox. Make 
great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 an-
nahcx-@gmail.com. 
(tf) 

FOR SALE
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 11 A.M.  
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NO HUNTING

FOR RENT

WE WELCOME YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$25,950

Stock #T5201A - 2021 Ford Edge ST -  
Exterior Color White, 65,614 Miles,  

All Wheel Drive, 
19,26 MPG City/Hwy.

Poage Ford

SERVICESMOBILE HOMES

SERVICES

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

C&J 
Vacuum & More 

Repairs, Sales & Service 
816 W. Clark Dr. 

Bowling Green 
Call 573-661-0079 

Located Behind Bowling Green Diner

Kindergarten 
Round-Up

FOR SALE

SERVICES SERVICES
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Modern Maturity 
Fundraiser 

Proceeds go to buying a 
new furnace 

Saturday, March 14 
Catholic Church Parish Center 

800 S. Lindell St., Vandalia 
Doors open at 5:30. Games begin at 7 

20 games for $20  
Extra cards $10 

Reserve a table for 6, pay ahead of time  

& get 5 free cards for each person 
Raffle & Silent Auction Items     50/50 Drawing 

Food - BBQ burgers,  
Marlene's famous chicken salad, 

homemade desserts & drinks 
Kids welcome 

Cindy Evans 573-473-9000  
Marlene Fischer 573-473-2753

Pictured are members and coaches of the Van-Far third grade girls team, front 
row, (l-r): Laken Jennings, Anlyn Donovan, Avery Schuckenbrock, Harper Gibson, 
Legacie Pittker, and Yamileth Lopez Guzman. Second row: Emma Burnett, Jade 
Jarmuszkiewcz, Keeley Gibson, Claire Schlueter, Savannah Schuckenbrock, Lil-
lyMae Fuget, and Klaralynn Housman.Coaches are Benny Burnett, and Ashley 
Schlueter, pictured and Ryan Schuckenbrock, not pictured.

The Van-Far third grade 
girls basketball team re-
cently took part in the Com-
munity R-VI Youth 
Basketball League playing 
seven games between Jan. 3 
and Feb. 14.   

 
The young athletes 

showed steady growth on 
the court while building 
confidence and friendships 
along the way. 

Led by coaches Benny 
Burnett, Ryan Schucken-
brock, and Ashley 
Schlueter, the team focused 
on developing strong funda-

mentals, improving individ-
ual skills, and learning the 
value of teamwork. Above 
all, the coaches emphasized 
having fun and creating a 
positive first experience in 
organized basketball. 

The season included a 
memorable team outing on 
Sunday, March 1 when the 
girls attended a University 
of Missouri Women’s bas-
ketball game. The highlight 
of the day came when the 
team gathered onto the court 
to scrimmage during half-
time, giving the girls a thril-
ling opportunity to play 

where college athletes com-
pete. 

In addition to league play, 
the girls will also represent 
Van-Far playing in tourna-
ments at Mark Twain and 
Wellsville-Middletown add-
ing more game experience 
while continuing to sharpen 
their abilities against a vari-
ety of opponents. 

 
From learning the basics 

to stepping on a college 
court, it was a season full of 
growth, teamwork, and fun. 

They can’t wait until next 
year. 

Strong Turnout As Van-Far Third Grade Girls 
Wrap Up Fun-Filled Basketball Season

Thank You 
The Van-Far third grade girls team would 

like to thank the team’s sponsor, C.E. Grain of 
Farber.  

Thank you to Van-Far Booster Club. Thank 
you to all of the parents, families, and com-
munity members who supported their fund-
raiser and cheered from the stands.  Your time, 
generosity, and encouragement have helped 
these girls grow on and off the court.

Clark Inks To Place At William Penn 
Bowling Green senior football player Jakarri Clark signed a letter of intent to 

play football for William Penn in the fall. Pictured, sitting, from left: Amber Clark, 
mother, Alora Schneider, Jakarri Clark, Steve Clark, dad. Cody Speagle, BGHS 
head coach is pictured standing.

Fischer Signs With MO Valley 
Van-Far senior Jackson Fischer signed a letter of intent to play football for Mis-

souri Valley College in the fall. Pictured, from left: Van-Far head coach Lucas Gib-
son; mother, Lara Bell; Jackson Fischer; and dad, Terrance Bell.

March Is Problem 
Gambling Awareness 

Month
The Missouri Alliance to Curb 

Problem Gambling (Alliance), in 
partnership with the National Coun-
cil on Problem Gambling (NCPG), 
recognizes March as Problem Gam-
bling Awareness Month (PGAM).  

This year’s theme, “Caring Com-
munities, Stronger Futures,” empha-
sizes the importance of a 
community-driven approach to prob-
lem gambling awareness and sup-
port. 

The annual campaign aims to in-
crease public awareness of problem 
gambling and the availability of pre-
vention, treatment and recovery 
services, as well as encourage 
healthcare providers to screen for 
problem gambling and connect in-
dividuals to appropriate support. 

Problem gambling, defined as 
gambling behaviors that disrupt or 
damage personal, family or profes-
sional lives, affects millions of 
Americans. In the United States, 2.5 
million adults (1 percent) are esti-
mated to meet the criteria for a se-
vere gambling problem each year. 
Another 5-8 million (2-3 percent) are 
considered to have mild or moderate 
gambling problems. Additionally, in 
the past year, approximately 20 mil-
lion American adults reported ex-
periencing at least one indicator of 
problematic gambling behavior. 

If you or someone you know is 
struggling with a gambling problem, 
help is available by calling Missouri 
based 1-888-BETSOFF (1-888-238-
7633) or visiting 
www.888betsoff.org – it is free and 
confidential. 

 
When the community comes to-

gether — friends, families, edu-
cators, healthcare providers, local 
partners, and policymakers — si-
lence is replaced with support, and 
isolation is replaced with connec-
tion. To learn more about problem 
gambling, please visit NCPGam-
bling.org/FAQs
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