
THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE
NEWS FOR PIKE, EASTERN AUDRAIN & NORTHERN LINCOLN COUNTIES

Published Every Tuesday  •  Vol. 30 - No. 19 •  Tuesday, March 24, 2026  •  Online at www.thepeoplestribune.com

THE AREA’S ONLY LOCALLY‐OWNED & OPERATED NEWSPAPER | EST. OCTOBER 1, 1996

FREE

Editor’s note: This is the 
sixth part in a story series 
by contributing writer Brent 
Engel. 

Pike County native 
George Stokes, who in 1876 
joined hundreds of others 
seeking the precious metal 
in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota, witnessed what can 
happen when there’s a fight 
over it. 

Homestake and De Smet 
were the two largest mining 
companies in Deadwood, 
where Stokes worked a 
claim. 

“There were overtures to-
ward a peaceful settlement, 
but they failed,” Stokes 
wrote in his autobiography. 
“A great water war was on.” 

The battle began in 1877 
and was an egotistical 
standoff between two Cali-
fornia millionaires. Mis-
souri-born George Hearst 
owned the Homestake. Irish 
immigrant Archie Borland 
helmed the De Smet. Each 
tried to corner the market on 
supplying water to the 
mines and residents. 

It had been an issue from 
the start. Two creeks had 
quickly become fetid cess-
pools after gold was discov-
ered in 1874. Two years 
later, a reservoir was built, 
but with dead dogs and rot-
ting debris sometimes found 
floating along the shore, it 
proved just as putrid. 

Hearst offered to buy out 
De Smet’s water rights, but 
could not abide the $20 mil-
lion price tag. So, he ob-

tained a water claim that De 
Smet had previously re-
jected. Borland then bought 
a similar claim and asked a 
court to keep Homestake 
from polluting it. 

“The air was full of legal 
papers, and the water fight 
was the principal topic of 
conversation everywhere,” 
said Stokes, who worked for 
De Smet and edited a news-
paper that backed the 
mining company. 

The clash generally was 
verbal, but Stokes was 
badly beaten by a man who 
was angry over a story in 
the editor’s newspaper. 

“I had never been in the 
habit of carrying a gun, but 
just then I would have given 
anything for a Colt’s 45,” 
Stokes wrote. 

Hearst declared victory 
after a judge’s ruling gave 
Homestake principal water 
rights and Borland aban-
doned plans to build a 25-
mile aqueduct. 

“All the small-fry law-
yers who had fattened on 
the water fight had to look 
elsewhere for employment,” 
Stokes observed. 

Going forward, Dead-
wood residents who didn’t 
rely upon wells or other 
means would be serviced by 
City Creek, another noxious 
stream that one local ob-
server found “reeking with 
virulent odors.” 

Soon, however, tragedy 
would showcase the impor-
tance of an adequate supply. 
Early in the morning of 

Sept. 26, 1879, fire broke 
out in a bakery. Stokes and 
a friend were returning from 
a party when they saw the 
flames. Both helped the 
owner remove flour from 
the building. 

“No attempt was made to 
quench the flames,” Stokes 
said. “I didn’t think of their 
spreading, and probably no-
body else did. Someone did 
kick off a few burning 
boards at the rear, and 
maybe someone threw a 
few buckets of water near 
the oven where the fire 
seemed to have started. 
Then, inferno broke loose.” 

Stokes went to grab 
clothing and furniture from 
his rented room nearby. The 
nice coat he had been wea-
ring was ruined by soot and 
flour. On the stairs, a neigh-
bor woman pleaded with 
him to save a pet bird from 
her smoky apartment. 

“Like a fool. I went after 
that bird, which was lying 
on its back, suffocated,” he 
said. “As I started for the 
other end of the hall, the 
roof fell in and my trunk 
and clothing went the way 
of my coat.” 

Stokes managed to es-
cape uninjured, only to be 
whacked outside with a 
board by a “half-crazed 
landlord” who claimed he 
was trying to put out the 
flames. 

“The ramshackle, hurly-
burly mining town of Dead-
wood was a smoking ruin – 
ashes, cinders and dust ev-
erywhere,” Stokes remem-
bered. “The fire ran its 
course, and died out only 
when nothing was left on 
Main Street to burn.” 

The blaze consumed 300 
buildings. Stokes was 
among the 2,000 people left 
homeless. De Smet pro-
vided him food and lodging 
during recovery. Much of 
the town was rebuilt within 
six months, this time using 
bricks instead of wood. 
Stokes was bolstered, but 
unsurprised, by the effort. 

“Nobody whined or filled 
the air with lamentations,” 
he said. “The spirit that re-
built Deadwood so quickly 
is the spirit of our frontiers-
men and pioneers, who 
opened the West where mil-
lions now live and prosper.” 

 
Next time: Unexpected 

conclusion. 

Pure Gold 
Man Chronicles Life As A Fortune Seeker 

Burglary Suspect Recaptured After Escape
BY BRICE CHANDLER 

EDITOR 
A young man facing 

multiple felony charges 
in connection with a bur-
glary and stolen vehicle 
investigation briefly es-

caped from custody 
Thursday before being lo-
cated and returned to jail 
later that same day. 

According to law en-
forcement reports, Caden 
Keith Burt was originally 

arrested following a 
March 15 investigation 
into an attempted bur-
glary at DG Firearms and 
the theft of a nearby ve-
hicle. 

Officers with the Bowl-

A drawing by Joseph Early depicts George Stokes 
being attacked on the streets of Deadwood.

BY LARRY TWELLMAN 
A bleak future” is how 

Bowling Green R-I School 
Superintendent Nick Larson 
described anticipated fund-
ing from the Missouri State 
Legislators for the 2026-27 
school year at the March 
meeting of the R-I District 
School Board.  

Larson said that the legis-
lator has already reduced the 
amount of funding for this 
school year that was prom-
ised in the state budget 
passed last May.  

The district receives 
around one-third of its reve-
nues from state funds. Lar-
son warned the board that 
when state aid decreases it 
will put more pressure on 
the board to turn to local 
taxes to make up for the re-
duction in state funds.  

Legislative pressure this 
year to cut revenues from 

the state income tax could 
mean a loss to the district of 
over $1,600,000.The board 
voted to renew health insur-
ance for district employees 
with the Missouri Educators 
Trust. Premiums for the next 
school year will rise 4.6 per-
cent over the amount paid 
during the current school 
year. The additional cost 
will be about $81,000. 

Four students from the 
elementary schools reported 
on the recent Cultural Fair 
that was held to highlight 
life in 15 foreign countries.  

McKinli Scherder, Jax-
son Oberman, Liam Robin-
son and Kensley Smith 
brought display board that 
students made to provide in-
formation about the foreign 
countries selected for study. 
As part of the experience, 
students also experienced 
some of the food and drink 

that are popular in the coun-
tries. Students told the board 
about the foods they liked 
and those that were not as 
popular. 

The board approved 
KPM CPAs and Advisors to 
complete the district’s finan-
cial audit for the current 
school year. The firm, 
whose main office is in 
Springfield will be paid 
$21,000 for the annual audit 
of district finances. 

An annual evaluation re-
port on the district’s li-
braries was presented to the 
board by Julie Colbert, high 
school and middle school li-
brarian and Victoria Le-
Beau, librarian for the 
elementary schools. 

The next meeting of the 
Bowling Green R-I School 
Board will be on Tuesday, 
April 21, starting at 5:30 pm 
in the district board room.  

State Funding Fails Schools

Henderson Part Of 14th Amendment Debate
BY BRENT ENGEL, 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
John Brooks Henderson 

took part in one of the biggest 
constitutional battles in 
American history, and the 
legal shock waves are still 
being felt. 

In spring 1866, the Mis-
souri U.S. Senator from Pike 
County became embroiled 
with colleagues over what to 
include and what to leave out 
of the proposed 14th Amend-
ment. 

By then, the mastermind 
of the 13th Amendment out-
lawing slavery had some of 
the strongest constitutional 

credentials in Congress. 
When it was all over, Hender-
son could rightly be counted 
among the few who rose 
above petty politics and kept 
the country’s abiding interests 
in perspective. 

As Henderson saw it, the 
federal government had a 
right and duty to use the pen 
as it had the sword in quelling 
racial intimidation in the 
South after the Civil War. 

Once a supporter of states’ 
rights, he now believed a re-
united nation was impossible 
without enshrining additional 
safeguards in the Constitu-
tion. Laws fluctuated with 

political whims, but constitu-
tional edicts were tougher to 
toss out. The position put the 
Republican at odds with 
Democrat President Andrew 
Johnson and 11 defeated 
Southern states that wanted to 
rejoin the Union on their 
terms. 

On March 8, 1866, Hen-
derson reminded America 
that Congress, not Johnson, 
was empowered to decide 
“whether armed resistance to 
the national authority yet ex-
ists” and “whether the causes 
of the rebellion have been re-
moved.” 

Henderson argued that be-

BY BRENT ENGEL, 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Encore is returning to its 

musical roots. 
The Raintree Arts Coun-

cil’s annual fund-raising 
concert is Saturday, April 
11, at The Apple Shed in 
Clarksville. Tickets are $30 
if bought before March 27 
and $35 from March 28 to 
the April 3 deadline. 

Encore started as a tribute 
to Broadway musicals, and 
audiences were treated to 
popular showtunes. More 
recently, organizers ex-
panded to include themes 
such as the Roaring 20s, a 
1950s Sock Hop, the 1960s, 
Motown, Country Classics 
and the music of Elvis Pres-
ley. 

“After several years away 
from Broadway, Donna 
Grote, my co-director, and I 
decided it was time to go 
back and visit the Broadway 
stage,” said Debbie Ingram. 

“I’ve loved Broadway since 
I was a kid in high school 
and have been playing some 
of these songs that long.” 

There are 13 performers 
in the Encore Ensemble and 
11 songs in the show. The 
selections include “Mem-
ory” from “Cats,” “Some-
one Like You” from “Jekyll 
& Hyde,” “What I Did For 
Love” from “A Chorus 
Line” and “Goodnight, My 
Someone” from “The Music 
Man.” Ingram promises that 
two additional group med-
leys are “packed with snip-
pets” of beloved songs. 

Reports indicate that 
Broadway largely has 
bounced back from the hit 
taken during the COVID 
pandemic. For many, it 
never lost the luster. 

“Musicals are fun be-
cause just when your mind 
might have started to drift 
off while watching a pro-
duction, all of a sudden 

these characters – for no ap-
parent reason – break out 
into song and maybe start 
dancing,” Ingram said. 
“Sometimes, that’s dra-
matic. Sometimes, that is 
comedic. But always it 
seems to work with the plot. 
We don’t do that in real life 
– at least it seems that most 
people I know don’t!” 

Ingram said she loves 
plays, but “musicals can 
sometimes take our imagi-
nations even further out of 
the everyday.” 

Working with dedicated 
musicians is particularly 
gratifying. 

“I love getting to teach 
some of the old and new 
Broadway showtunes to our 
Encore Ensemble,” Ingram 
said. “We have been having 
a blast.” 

Ingram praised the “great 
talent” that is participating 
and said it’s “wonderful that 
we have The Apple Shed in 
Clarksville that is able to 
host these types of events. 
People can stay close to 
home and still attend a very 
elegant and entertaining 
production.” 

Ingram is proud that 
Raintree puts a premium on 
providing diverse arts activ-
ities. 

“Events such as this one 
bring us together for a night 
of entertainment, but also 
for a night of being together 
with friends and new ac-
quaintances in our com-
munity,” she said. 

 
Doors open at 6 with 

dinner by Keely Catering & 
Events and the show at 7 
p.m. Reservations are re-
quired and must be made by 
logging on to www.rain-
treeartscouncil.org and 
clicking on the "Encore 
2026" icon. Questions may 
be directed to 314-518-5637.

Three Area School Districts Place 
Propositions On April Ballot

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Three area school districts 
place propositions on April 
ballot 

Voters in several area 
school districts will decide on 
ballot issues during the April 7 
municipal election, with pro-
posals from the Van-Far, Lou-
isiana and Silex districts 
addressing facility improve-
ments, safety upgrades and 
district funding needs. 
Van-Far R-I School District 

Van-Far voters will con-
sider a no tax rate increase 
bond issue titled Proposition 
“Safe Schools, Strong Com-
munity.” If approved, the 
measure would authorize the 
district to borrow $4 million 
for security measures and im-
provements to school build-
ings. 

According to Superinten-
dent Dr. Natalie Gibson, voter 
approval is required because 
the district would be borrow-
ing money through bonds to 
fund the projects. 

District officials say the 
goal of the proposal is to make 
improvements that restore dis-
trict facilities, improve safety 
and enhance learning environ-
ments. 

Two of the major safety im-
provements would include a 
new entrance to the high 
school and a new intercom 
system for the elementary 
school, which would improve 
entry procedures for guests 
and communication during 
routine and emergency situ-
ations. 

The proposal would also re-
place flooring in the district’s 
7th through 12th grade build-
ing, some of which dates back 
to when the building opened in 
1959. 

Additional improvements 
would include installing 
HVAC systems in both gyms 
and addressing drainage 
around the building. 

Van-Far hosted an open 

house on Monday, March 16 
for community members to 
tour the high school and ask 
questions about the proposed 
projects. 

Louisiana R-II  
School District 

Louisiana voters will also 
consider a no tax increase 
bond issue, known as Proposi-
tion A, which would allow the 
district to borrow $1.5 million 
for safety and security updates 
to district buildings. 

Superintendent Dr. Tom 
Ward said bond issues are a 
traditional way for schools to 
borrow money to pay for cap-
ital projects that are too costly 
for a typical budget. 

Major improvements in-
cluded in the proposal would 
include upgrading electrical 
panels at the middle school, 
elementary school and voca-
tional agriculture building, as 
well as safety upgrades to the 
elementary school office and a 
new front door entrance to the 
elementary school. 

The proposal also includes 
installing new exterior doors 
across district buildings, re-
keying classroom doors, and 
upgrading camera and security 
systems. 

Other planned improve-
ments include repaving and re-
pairing parking lots, 
addressing drainage issues on 
practice fields and parking 
areas, and purchasing new 
desks and chairs for older ele-
mentary students. 

District officials say more 
information about the proposal 
will be shared with the com-
munity during a future open 
house. 

Silex R-I School District 
The Silex R-I School Dis-

trict will also have a measure 
on the April ballot titled Prop-
osition Owls (Prop OWLS). 

According to Superinten-
dent Nick Heggemann, the 
measure was approved by the 
Board of Education to address 
financial needs facing the dis-

trict. 
District officials say the 

proposal is designed to help 
the district remain compliant 
with Senate Bill 727, which 
establishes increasing mini-
mum salary requirements for 
teachers across Missouri. 

Beginning in the 2026–27 
school year, the law requires a 
$40,000 minimum base salary 
for teachers, along with 
$47,000 for teachers with a 
master’s degree and 10 years 
of experience, increasing to 
$48,000 the following school 
year. 

The district said it currently 
relies on a state baseline salary 
grant to meet minimum re-
quirements, but that funding is 
not guaranteed and ensures 
only minimum compliance. 

The district also noted that 
insurance costs have increased 
more than 17 percent over the 
past two years, with an ad-
ditional 10 to 15 percent in-
crease projected. 

Beginning in January 2026, 
the district must also comply 
with Missouri’s $15 per hour 
minimum wage requirement 
for classified staff. 

According to information 
shared by the district, Proposi-
tion OWLS proposes an ad-
justment to the district’s 
operating levy, with revenue 
generated deposited into the 
district’s Operating Fund, 
which is used to cover salaries 
and benefits for teachers and 
staff. 

 
The district has scheduled 

informational meetings about 
the proposal in the school caf-
eteria at 7 p.m. on March 18. 

All three measures will ap-
pear on the April 7 municipal 
election ballot, where voters 
will decide whether to approve 
or reject each proposal. 

School officials in each dis-
trict encourage residents to re-
view the proposals and 
participate in the upcoming 
election.

Tickets Available For Encore On April 11 

See DEBATE on page 6

Donna Grote, left, and Debbie Ingram are co-direc-
tors of Encore, Raintree Arts Council’s annual fund-
raising concert. They are pictured at last year’s show, 
which was a tribute to Elvis Presley. This year’s con-
cert in April 11 at The Apple Shed in Clarksville, and 
is entitled “A Night on Broadway.”

See ESCAPE on page 6
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Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Feeder Sale Report For 3-16-2026      Monday Receipts 981 Head
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Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
600-700 
700-800 
800-900 
900-1000
Others

Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select Select

ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133
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Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

In his annual review of 
the Missouri Department of 
Revenue sales, use, and 
marijuana taxes, State Audi-
tor Scott Fitzpatrick has 
once again found Missouri 
has the most generous 
timely sales and use tax dis-
count in the nation. The re-
port issued by Fitzpatrick's 
office gives the Department 
of Revenue (DOR) a "good" 
rating and recommends the 
General Assembly consider 
a cap on the amount of dis-
count retained by businesses 
each month. 

"The timely discount 
does serve a meaningful 
purpose for the businesses 
that have to collect and 
remit these taxes, but a rea-
sonable cap would better 
align the benefit to busi-
nesses of filing and remit-
ting timely with the cost of 
doing so, and direct more of 
the sales tax revenue being 
paid by consumers to fund-
ing state services as the 
legislature faces the pro-
spect of tough budget years 
where every tax dollar must 
be spent judiciously. As the 
members of the General As-
sembly work to craft a fis-
cally responsible budget and 
also consider replacing the 
income tax as the state's pri-

mary revenue source with 
an expanded sales tax, they 
should read our audit report 
and consider our rec-
ommendation," said Auditor 
Fitzpatrick. 

Under Missouri law, 
businesses remitting sales 
and use taxes are allowed to 
retain 2 percent of sales 
taxes payable to the DOR if 
the business remits pay-
ments in a timely manner. 
The state originally estab-
lished the discount so busi-
nesses could recover a 
portion of their costs for 
compliance with state sales 
tax laws and to encourage 
timely remittance of sales 
and use taxes. For fiscal 
year 2024, the discount re-
sulted in businesses retain-
ing $184 million of sales 
and use tax collections. 

In designating Missouri's 
discount as the most gener-
ous in the nation, the report 
notes that while some other 
states may have a higher 
percentage discount, they 
put a cap on the amount of 
the discount that can be re-
tained by businesses. The 
report notes 27 other states 
have similar vendor dis-
counts with nine having a 
lower discount rate than 
Missouri or only applying 

the highest discount rate to 
a limited dollar amount of 
sales tax collected. The re-
maining 18 have a ceiling to 
limit the amount of the dis-
count businesses can retain. 

The report uses the exam-
ple of the state of Arkansas, 
which has a similar 2 per-
cent timely discount rate but 
also has a cap of $1,000 per 
month. If Missouri had a 
similar cap in place it would 
have resulted in approx-
imately $112 million in ad-
ditional state and local tax 
revenue during fiscal year 
2024. 

The audit recommends 
that the General Assembly 
evaluate the timely sales tax 
discount and consider the 
implementation of a 
monthly cap on the amount 
of discount retained. The re-
port also notes the DOR is 
not required to report and 
does not routinely report the 
amount of timely discounts 
retained by businesses to the 
General Assembly, and rec-
ommends changes to state 
law to require the depart-
ment to report this infor-
mation annually. 

The complete audit of the 
DOR sales, use, and mari-
juana taxes can be found 
here.

Auditor Fitzpatrick Releases Report On 
Department Of Revenue Sales, Use, And Marijuana TaxesThe Internal Revenue 

Service today announced its 
annual Dirty Dozen list of 
tax scams for 2026 that 
threaten the tax and finan-
cial information of tax-
payers, businesses, and tax 
professionals. 

The Dirty Dozen is part 
of a broader campaign con-
ducted through the Security 
Summit, a partnership 
among the IRS, state tax 
agencies, and the nation’s 
tax industry, and reinforced 
by outreach efforts tied to 
National Slam the Scam 
Day was March 5. These 
initiatives educate taxpayers 
about identity theft schemes 
and other forms of fraud, 
particularly during filing 
season. 

“Today, Slam the Scam 
Day, provides a great oppor-
tunity to remind everyone to 
remain vigilant and watch 
out for scams because 
thieves continuously adjust 
the pitches they use to take 
advantage of honest tax-
payers,” said IRS Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Frank J. 
Bisignano. “For more than 
two decades, the IRS has 
used the Dirty Dozen list to 
flag emerging scams that 
taxpayers should watch out 
for.” 

A notable change to this 
year’s list is the addition of 
abusive undistributed long-
term capital gains claims as 
item #6, replacing prior fuel 
tax credit concerns, as the 
IRS sees an increase in 
overstated or fabricated 
claims tied to Form 2439, 
Notice to Shareholder of 
Undistributed Long-Term 
Capital Gains. The IRS ad-
vises all taxpayers to remain 
cautious year-round, as 
criminals will always be on 
the lookout for new ways to 
obtain money, personal 
identifiable information, 
and data. 

The 2026 Dirty Dozen: 
12 key scams to watch for 

1. IRS impersonation by 
email and text (phishing + 
smishing). Scammers send 
emails, direct messages 
(DMs), and texts that appear 
to be from the IRS, often 
using alarming language 
and QR codes that direct 
taxpayers to fake IRS web-
sites to “verify” accounts, 
enter personal information, 
or claim refunds. The IRS 
urges taxpayers not to click 
links or open attachments 
from unexpected messages 
and to report suspicious 
IRS-related emails, DMs, 
and texts. The IRS reported 
over 600 social media im-
personators during fiscal 
year 2025. 

As a reminder, never 
click any unsolicited com-
munication claiming to be 
from the IRS, as it may in-
stall malware surrepti-
tiously. These links may 
install malicious software, 
including ransomware, on a 
taxpayer’s personal device, 
potentially preventing ac-
cess to their files or personal 

information. 
2. AI-enabled IRS imper-

sonation by phone (robo-
calls, voice mimicry, 
spoofed caller ID). Phone 
scams continue to evolve, 
including calls that use com-
puter-generated tactics and 
spoofed caller ID to appear 
legitimate. The IRS reminds 
taxpayers that it generally 
contacts taxpayers by mail 
first and does not leave ur-
gent, threatening pre-
recorded messages, call to 
demand immediate pay-
ment, or threaten arrest. 
Taxpayers should not rely 
on AI-generated responses 
to complex tax questions, 
and they should verify any 
calculations or information 
provided by artificial intelli-
gence. 

3. Fake charities. Fraud-
sters often exploit tragedies 
and disasters by creating 
fake charities to collect do-
nations and personal infor-
mation. The IRS is 
committed to preventing 
fraudulent nonprofits from 
taking advantage of the 
American taxpayer.       

Taxpayers who give 
money or goods to a charity 
may be able to claim a de-
duction on their federal tax 
return if they itemize deduc-
tions, but charitable dona-
tions only count if they go to 
a qualified tax-exempt or-
ganization recognized by 
the IRS. 

4. Misleading tax advice 
on social media. Viral “tax 
hacks” can push taxpayers 
to file returns with false in-
formation or claim credits 
they don’t qualify for, lead-
ing to refund delays, audits, 
penalties, or worse. The IRS 
continues to warn that social 
media-driven misinfor-
mation and disinformation 
remain a major driver of tax 
scams. 

The IRS and the Coali-
tion Against Scam and 
Scheme Threats warn tax-
payers not to fall for these 
scams, and urge them to fol-
low trusted advice from the 
IRS, tax professionals, and 
other reputable sources. The 
IRS reminds taxpayers who 
knowingly file fraudulent 
tax returns that they could 
potentially face significant 
civil and criminal penalties. 

5. Identity theft involving 
IRS Online Account access. 
Criminals may attempt to 
use stolen personal infor-
mation to gain unauthorized 
access to a taxpayer’s IRS 
online account or may pose 
as helpers to collect sensi-
tive information during ac-
count setup. Taxpayers 
should create their account 
directly through IRS.gov 
and should not rely on un-
solicited third parties offer-
ing assistance. The IRS 
provides official guidance to 
help taxpayers securely es-
tablish and protect their ac-
counts. 

6. Abusive undistributed 
long-term capital gains 
claims. The IRS identified 

an increase in the abuse of 
Form 2439. This form al-
lows shareholders of certain 
investment funds or real es-
tate trusts to claim a refund-
able credit for taxes paid on 
undistributed capital gains. 
Identified schemes involve 
overstated or fabricated 
Form 2439 claims, includ-
ing claims tied to organiza-
tions that are not legitimate 
investment funds or real es-
tate trusts. The IRS has also 
seen fake claims falsely 
linked to real, well-known 
organizations. Improper 
claims may result in refund 
delays, audits, penalties, or 
enforcement action. 

7. Bogus “Self-Employ-
ment Tax Credit” promo-
tion. Scammers use 
misleading claims about a 
broad “self-employment tax 
credit” to encourage inaccu-
rate filings and generate im-
proper refunds. The IRS 
reminds taxpayers to rely on 
trusted sources and qualified 
tax professionals, not social 
media promotions, when de-
termining eligibility for 
credits. 

Many taxpayers do not 
qualify for these credits, and 
the IRS is closely reviewing 
claims coming in under this 
provision, so taxpayers fil-
ing claims do so at their own 
risk. 

 
8. Ghost preparers. A 

“ghost” preparer prepares a 
return but refuses to sign it 
and/or refuses to include a 
Preparer Tax Identification 
Number (PTIN). When a 
preparer refuses to sign or 
provide a PTIN, that is a 
major red flag; the taxpayer 
is legally responsible for 
what is filed. The IRS urges 
taxpayers to avoid preparers 
who will not sign the return 
and to choose reputable 
help. Taxpayers should 
never sign a blank or incom-
plete return. Instead, the IRS 
reminds taxpayers to use a 
trusted tax professional for 
help. 

 
9. Non-cash charitable 

contribution schemes. Some 
schemes involve inflated ap-
praisals of donated property 
using syndicated conserva-
tion easements or art. Pro-
moters often promise to 

Dirty Dozen Tax Scams For 2026: 
IRS Reminds Taxpayers To Watch Out For Dangerous Threats

Ashley  
Community Center 

Fish Fry 
March 27 
April 3 

4:30-8 p.m. 
Adults $14 • Kids 11-5 $7 • 5 

& Under Free 
Dine-In or Carry -Out

Catfish & Buffalo 
Served

Senior Tax 
Freeze 2026  

New applications are now available! 
You can pick one up at the Collector’s Of-
fice or access it online at pikecountycol-
lector.com. 

If you are already enrolled in the pro-
gram, renewal forms have been mailed. 
Please review your information carefully 
and return the form to the Collector’s Of-
fice. Renewal is required to remain in the 
program. 

The deadline for ALL applications and 
renewals is June 30, 2026. 

If you have any questions, please con-
tact the Collector’s Office at 573-324-
3281. 

Thank you, Tara J. Eskew 
Pike County Collector 

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

WE WELCOME 
YOUR  

LOCAL NEWS

K OF C 
FISH FRY 

Fridays, March 27 - 4:30-7 
p.m. 

SETON HALL LOUISIANA 
Dine-In, Carry-Out or Curbside 

Pick Up 
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Pike To Pike . . .The city completed their yearly audit 
and we are in very good shape finan-
cially. We are encouraged as “Cyberse-
curity threats are increasing and 
government entities of all sizes are at 
risk.”  

KPM CPAS and Advisors who does 
our yearly auditing recommends “The 
City to evaluate its cybersecurity risks 
and take further steps necessary to re-
duce the risk of cybersecurity 
threats to their information 
systems.”  

Additionally, As Bowling 
Green evolves and new 
“Government Accounting 
Standards Board change, 
these new accounting proce-
dures may affect the city in fu-
ture years.” However, the city 
is solid and safe and our 
treasurer, Kim M, should be 
congratulated along with the 
entire city hall employees in 
their reporting procedures. 

 
When residents feel heard, they be-

come more engaged and local govern-
ment works better! However, town hall 
meetings, surveys, and open board 
meetings do not reach the full com-
munity. So, how do we get more citizen 
representation? How do we bring more 
voices to the table? How do we hear 
from you in matters that are most im-
portant to you? How do we obtain more 
civic participation? More community 
volunteers and re-energize community 
engagement and involvement? And…
eventually improve community pride 
and public trust. 

There is a program at the state level 
called the Missouri Works Program. 
This is an incentive tool that helps busi-
nesses access capital through with-
holdings or tax credits to embark on 
facility expansion and create jobs. It 
also helps businesses purchase equip-
ment to maintain and expand. Bowling 

Green has several start-up businesses 
that could take advantage of this pro-
gram. 

Should public schools be teaching 
more on the Revolutionary War, our 
constitution, American history, business 
principles, emphasizing higher educa-
tion and trade and skills preparation as 
opposed to philosophies and social 
doctrines? What are your thoughts? 

There is a certain type of 
energy that comes when 
there are civic activities, 
growth, new businesses and 
services, and beautification 
projects that bring freshness 
and community pride. It is 
that time of year when res-
idents need to recycle, do-
nate, clear out the old, and 
simply trash. It is time to 
clean, plant, and dump un-
needed items.  

Yard sales spring up at this 
time of year and the first Sat-

urday in May is yard sales in Bowling 
Green. (other days are also encour-
aged). Let’s continue to Beautify Bowl-
ing Green as visitors, tourists, and 
potential new families continue to de-
sire to be a part of our wonderful town. 
Love Thy Neighbor 

April 7 is Election Day in Bowling 
Green, Pike County, and across Mis-
souri. Mid-Term elections are in No-
vember. We need to exercise our 
voting rights, privileges, and responsi-
bilities. Every vote counts. Americans 
have sacrificed and died for you to 
have this right. Know what he/she 
stands for and will follow through. 

 
Pike County Lincoln/Reagan Days 

are at the Allen Family Resource 
Center, 21208 Hwy. WW, Bowling 
Green, Thursday, June 25. Doors open 
at 5 p.m., and dinner at 6 p.m. Meet the 
candidates for the fall elections. Ad-
vance tickets available or at the door. 

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Put Our  
Classifieds To Work 

For You

Call 324-6111 
To Place Your Ads

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

 If you enjoy music, continue 
to read on to know where the 
music will be around here: 

Buggs Family Opry -- Friday, 
March 27 in Pearl with the show 
starting at 7 p.m. 

The Big River Band, Sat-
urday, March 28 - Pike County 
Senior Center.Show starts at 6:30 
p.m. No admission charge. Con-
cession Stand with goodies to 
purchase. Good dance floor.  
Check out Big River Band on 
Facebook for where the Band 
will be playing, and updates and 
cancellations.  

Do Not Forget, if the weather 
gets bad and/or iffy, either listen 
to 97.5 or 102 on the radio, or 
check on Facebook and look on 
either Big River Band or Polly 
Bugg or Jamie Niffen or myself 
Wyvetta Davis, or give someone 
a call, including me, at the 
number above to make sure the 
Shows will be happening.   

Uptown Strings Band plays 
every Tuesday from noon-3 p.m., 

at the Admiral Koontz Recreation 
Center, 301 Warren Barrett Drive, 
in Hannibal. This is sponsored by 
the Hannibal Parks and Recrea-
tion. And everyone is welcome.        

Birthdays and anniversaries 
for the week of March 25-31: 

March 27 - Anita and Dan 
Mefford 

March 28 - Bill Cawthon, De-
metrius Welch, Dick Peebles, 
Ellen Likes, Jacob Lynch 

March 29 - My first born 
granddaughter Jacqueline Mef-
ford, Carolyn Johnson, Jan Kirk, 
Karen Coultas 

March 30 - Judy Douglas, 
Sierra Ballinger 

March 31 - Katy Winner          
Single Seniors + One has 

another "Meet, Greet, and Eat" in 
the works. It's never too late to be 
a part of this group so if you are 
interested in joining, just call or 
text 1-217-320-8438.  

Men and/or women, single by 
choice or circumstance, you are 
welcome to join. Any questions, 
just call 1-217-320-8438. This is 
NOT a matchmaking group, and 
this group is not strictly for 
people in Pike County or Illinois.  

In the past, the group has went 
to several restaurants: Cardinal 
Inn; Courtyard Cafe; Gianni's; 
Maya; Watt's Up; Milkey's; 
Rudi's Grill; Sprout's Inn; and 
Saint's Avenue, to name a few. If 
you can drive or share transpor-
tation with another member and 
pay for your own meal, and are 
willing to share conversations 
with others, you will be wel-
comed.          

Upcoming days of interest: 
Easter Sunday is April 5. 
Mothers' Day is May 10. 

Memorial Day is celebrated 
May 25. 

The second anniversary of the 
Single Seniors + One was cele-
brated at the home of Wyvetta 
Davis and Jamie Niffen on Wed-
nesday, March 18 with 22 people 
present.  Everyone brought deli-
cious food to share and enjoy.  
And lots of conversations were 
shared.  I believe those who were 
able to be there enjoyed our time 
together.   

Recently, we called around to 
see if we could get pizza deliv-
ered to us outside of Pittsfield.  
No can do!  We did find that Mil-
key's in Barry would deliver, 
which is around 13 miles one 
way.  Very good service, Mike, 
and Milkey's.  

Friday afternoon, March 20, 
Jamie and I went to Bowling 
Green and visited at the home of 
Jamie's daughter-in-law, grand-
son, and granddaughter Tracy, 
Mike, and Allie Niffen. Had a 
good visit then we all went to 
Dairy Queen for supper. 

Saturday afternoon, March 
22, Jamie and Wyvetta's guests 
were Phil and Sally Lipcaman of 
Pittsfield and visiting was en-
joyed.    

Trivia answers from last 
week: 

1. Which U.S. President has 
been commonly credited with in-
venting the swivel chair? 
(Thomas Jefferson) 

2. Who named the first 
woman of the creation? (Adam 
named Eve) 

3. Who are the only two men 
who have run effectively unop-
posed for President? (George 
Washington and James Monroe)

Single Seniors 
  March 13, 2024, was the very first Single Seniors' "Meet, Greet, & Eat" in Pike 

County, Ill.  Wyvetta Davis was the founder of this group which ranges anywhere be-
tween 13 - 27 in attendance once a month at various restaurants. The group has had 
22 meetings and averages around 20 people, men and women, per meeting. Some 
come and go, and some have been faithful attendees. Three of their precious 
members, Sharon Straus, Joyce Stone, and Tracy Butler, have passed away and are 
sorely missed. This group celebrated their second anniversary this past Wednesday, 
March 18 at the home of Wyvetta and her second husband Jamie with 22 in atten-
dance, a potluck get-together, and plenty of visiting.  The group started as a way for 
single women and men (and no this is not a matchmaking group), ages 55+, that are 
single for one reason or another (widowed, divorced, never been married) that would 
enjoy a noon meal and share conversations. Even though it is still for single senior 
adults, there are now three married couples in the group. One was Wyvetta and Jamie 
who recently celebrated their first wedding anniversary in January. Wyvetta offered to 
give up the not-for-profit organization and let someone take over the planning the 
monthly get-togethers and reminding everyone where the meals would be at, but Wy-
vetta, and now Jamie, are still doing this and enjoy doing all the preparations.  Then 
in October, three other members tied the knot and thought that they would have to 
quit attending.  Not so, and they were "grandfathered" into the group along with their 
significant others, and the name of the group is now Single Seniors + One. If anyone 
would be interested in joining, just call the number at the top of the Pike to Pike News' 
column in this paper.  As was said before, this is for single senior adults, men and 
women. There are no membership fees at all.  You do not have to be from Pike County, 
or even from Illinois, to be a part of this. You must be able to pay for your own meal 
and provide your own transportation. Sincere and genuinely interested people are 
welcome to attend.



James H. 
Lierheimer 

Memorial service for 
James H. Lierheimer, 91, of 
Vandalia we’re at 3 p.m., 
Saturday at Bienhoff Fu-
neral Home in Vandalia with 
pastor Mark Burkey offici-
ating. Burial followed in Be-
thel Presbyterian Cemetery 
in rural Audrain County. 
Masonic services provided 
by Vandalia Masonic Lodge 
491 will began at 3 p.m. 

Visitation was Saturday 
from 1 p.m., until the time 
of the service at the funeral 
home. 

Mr. Lierheimer died Sun-
day, March 15, 2026 at his 
home surrounded by family. 

He was born Nov. 1, 
1934 near Bean Creek in 
rural Mexico, the son of 
Paul and Edith Callaway 
Lierheimer. James married 
Doris Marie Young on Feb. 
13, 1982 in Vandalia. She 
survives. 

Other survivors include 
two daughters, Lorie Uhey 
and husband, Donnie, and 
Ellen Roy and husband, 
Alan, both of Vandalia; two 
step-children, Lori Fitts and 
husband, Jimmy of Camden, 
Miss., and Dr. Michael Stot-
ler and wife, Jen of St. 
Louis; two grandsons, 
James Cory McFadden and 
Clayton Thompson and 
wife, Rachel; two step-
grandchildren, Adam Tharp 
and wife, Brianna and Sarah 
Warren and husband, Zach; 
five great grandchildren, 
James Neal McFadden, Viv-
ian McFadden, Ian McFad-
den, Walter Thompson, and 
Betty Thompson; three step-
great-grandchildren, Colton 
Warren, Brody Tharp, She-
pard Warren, and Avery 
Warren along with other rel-
atives and a host of friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and one 
brother, Ralph Eugene 
"Gene" Lierheimer. 

James was a 1952 gradu-
ate of Mexico High School 
and served his country hon-
orably in the Missouri Na-
tional Guard. He farmed for 
several years and work at 
local refractories. He owned 
and operate school busses 
for Highway R-III School 
District and then would take 
a position with soil conser-
vation services. Jim and 
Doris moved to the Lake 
Village, Ark., area where he 
would take at job with Val-
ley Irrigation and lastly re-
tired from an agricultural 
chemical company. 
Throughout his life he re-
mained active in his faith 
and community, being a 
member of Bethel Presbyte-
rian Church and later attend-
ing First Presbyterian 
Church in Vandalia. He was 
also a proud 32nd Degree 
Master Mason and member 
of Vandalia Masonic Lodge 
491 and a member of the 
Scottish Rite. 

James enjoyed the simple 
pleasures of life, especially 
spending time fishing, hunt-
ing for and collecting Native 
American artifacts, interests 
that reflected his apprecia-
tion for native American 
history and the outdoors. 
Above all, he cherished time 
spent with his family, cre-
ating many lasting mem-
ories with those he loved. 

Honorary pallbearers 
were his grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Shriners 
Hospital for Children or 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Vandalia and mailed c/o 
Bienhoff Funeral Home P.O. 
Box 54 Vandalia, MO 
63382. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
uneralhome.com. 
 
Correction 

In the obituary for Betty 
Haines the year of her hus-
band’s death should have 
been listed as 2023. 

James ‘Jim’ 
Albert VonVain 

James “Jim” Albert Von-
Vain, 97, of Middletown 
diedSaturday, March 14, 
2026, at his home. 

Funeral services were at 
10 a.m., Thursday at Myers 
Funeral Home in Middle-
town with the Rev. John 
Foster officiating. Burial 
followed in Fairmount Cem-
etery. 

Visitation was Wednes-
day from 5-7 p.m., at the fu-
neral home. 

Jim was born Jan. 22, 
1929 in Gamma, the son of 
John and Mayme Surls Von-
Vain. When Jim was 15 
months old, his mother died 
and he was raised by his 
step-mother, Alta Surls Von-
Vain and his father.  On 
March 25, 1960, he married 
Della McCurdy in Vandalia. 

Jim worked for Harbison-
Walker Brick Refractories in 
Vandalia for 30 years until 
he retired. He was a member 
of Middletown Baptist 
Church and found great joy 
in the simple pleasures of 
life. He loved fishing, hunt-
ing, and camping, often 
spending time outdoors 
doing the things he enjoyed 
most. Above all, he cher-
ished the moments he 
shared with his family, and 
his happiest times were 
those spent together. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Della; three sons, 
James VonVain of Bowling 
Green, Mike McCurdy of 
Vandalia, and John VonVain 
and wife, Amanda of Mid-
dletown; two daughters, 
Doris Atkinson and hus-
band, Rick of Perry and 
Judy Mudd and Jim Bishop 
of Middletown; 16 grand-
children, Micheal McCurdy 
and wife, Amanda of Mid-
dletown, Jimmy McCurdy 
and wife, Becky of Van-
dalia, Charles McCurdy and 
wife, Jill of Wellsville, Julia 
Ruiz of Romana, Calif., 
Karen Phelleps of Aux-
vasse, Keith VonVain of 
Louisiana, Mellissa Bran-
ham of Bowling Green, 
Shana Inman and husband, 
Mike of Imperial, Cassey 
Smart and husband, Dale of 
Middletown, Tiffany Ol-
glesby of Perry, Ethan At-
kinson of Perry, Jared 
VonVain of Middletown, 
Jaiyden VonVain of Middle-
town, Jordin VonVain of 
Middletown, Jaxson Von-
Vain of Middletown, and 
Jacob VonVain of Middle-
town; and numerous great-
grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren. 

Jim is preceded in death 
by his father, John VonVain; 
mother Mami VonVain; 
step-mother, Alta VonVain; 
one sister, Opal VonVain; 
two brothers, Melvin Von-
Vain and Donald VonVain; 
two grandsons, Jason Von-
Vain, and James VonVain; 
two daughters-in-law, Bon-
nie McCurdy and Lora Von-
Vain. 

The family requests me-
morial donations be made to 
the Middletown Baptist 
Church or the Middletown 
Cemetery Association. Me-
morials may be sent, c/o a 
Myers Funeral Home, 203 
E. Bates, Wellsville, MO 
63384. 

Tommy Lee Riley 
Betty Riley Jones 

 
A celebration of life and 

memorial will be held for 
Tommy Lee Riley of 
Cooper Texas, and Betty 
Louise Riley-Jones of 
Sumner, Wash.,, on Sat-
urday at the VFW Hall in 
Bowling Green.  

Celebration will begin at 
11a.m., with prayer and 
meal at noon. Family and 
friends are encouraged to 
gather and share stories until 
4 p.m. Tommy and Betty 
were born to George Albert 
and Mary Mildred Moran-
Riley. They attended Cyrene 
Elementary School and 
graduated from Bowling 
Green High School. 

After graduation Bettly 
enlisted in the Women's 
Army Corps and relocated 
to Sumner  Washington 
where she married and 
raised her family.  

Betty died Jan. 26, 2026 
in Washington.  

She is survived by Den-
nis Allen Jones and wife, 
Tracy of Lakewood, Wash., 
Andy Lee Jones and wife, 
Rhonda of Cheney, Wash., 
Andrea Jones-Price of Wa-
silla, Alaska; one brother, 
George Albert Riley of Van-
dalia; and many grandchil-
dren and great-grand- 
children.  

Tommy continued on 
with his family's farm and 
spent many years as a pipe-
fitter and welder at the 
chemical plant in Louisiana 
before eventually retiring 
from the Missouri Depart-
ment of Corrections and re-
locating to Texas with Ola 
Jean. Tommy passed away 
in Cooper Texas on Dec. 27, 
2025.  

Tommy is survived by his 
wife, Ola Jean Scott-Riley 
of Cooper, Texas; children, 
James Scott Riley of Bonne-
terre, Albert Riley of Wylie, 
Texas, Rebecca Riley of 
Fate, Texas; a brother, 
George Albert Riley of Van-
dalia; as well as his grand-
sons and many great- 
grandchildren.  

They were preceded in 
death by their parents, a 
sister, Alma Jean Riley-
Shaw, and one brother, Billy 
Wayne Riley.  

Tommy didn’t care for 
formal dinners and events. 
He enjoyed time spent with 
family around a fish fryer or 
grill, laughing, visiting, and 
enjoying a meal.  

In that spirit a casual 
meal is being provided by 
nephew, Donnie and wife, 
Melissa, nephew, Ronnie 
Riley and wife, Crystal, and 
grandson, Austin Riley and 
wife, Carrie.  

Patricia ‘Patti’ 
Lynn Backs 

Patricia “Patti” Lynn 
Backs, 65, of Bowling 
Green, formerly of St. Louis 
died Wednesday, March 18, 
2026, at SSM Health St. 
Mary’s Hospital in St. 
Louis. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 10 a.m., Saturday 
at Bibb-Veach Funeral 
Home and Crematory in 
Bowling Green with Pastor 
Mark West officiating. Bu-
rial will follow at Green-
lawn Cemetery in Bowling 
Green. 

Visitation will be held 
from 9 a.m., until the time of 
service at the funeral home. 

Patti was born and raised 
in St. Louis, the daughter of 
Roy Lee and Dorothy Jean 
Harmon Backs. Growing 
up, she attended Riverview 
Gardens School District, in 
north St. Louis County and 
later obtained her GED. Fol-
lowing school, Patti began 
her working years at a local 
pet store in Olivette. She 
would take a job at the sub-
urban journal for a short 
time, before returning to her 
passion for taking care of 
animals as a pet groomer off 
Page Blvd. 

Patti enjoyed many 
things, including fishing and 
deer hunting and belonged 
to the Bass & Gals fishing 
club. Above all, Patti loved 
her dogs, Pockets, Tera, and 
Bandit. 

Left to remember her 
memory are a sister, Diane 
Backs of Bowling Green; 
one nephew, Nicholas 
Backs and wife, Amy of St. 
Louis; a niece, Julia Backs-
Lohus and husband, Rhett 
of San Leandro, Calif.; and 
great-niece and great-

nephew, Reese and Wade 
Lohus. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; a 
brother, Gary Backs; and 
one sister, Janice Backs. 

Memorials may be made 
to the Northeast Humane 
Society in Hannibal. 

Online condolences may 
be left at www.bibbveach. 
com. 

Rhonda Tapley 
Rhonda Tapley, 55, of 

Vandalia went to be with the 
Lord on Sunday, March 15, 
2026, at St. Louis Univer-
sity Hospital in St. Louis 
with the love of her family 
at her side. 

Rhonda was born Jan. 15, 
1971, in Washington, the 
daughter of the late Cole-
man Carlisle and the late 
Shirley Long. 

She was united in mar-
riage to Michael Tapley on 
Jan. 13, 1989, in Jonesburg. 
He survives. 

In addition to her hus-
band, she is survived by five 
daughters, Crystal Waters 
and husband, Terry Waters, 
Shirlena Johnson and hus-
band, Justin, Alissa Ambro-
cio and husband, Miguel, 
Harlie Watters and husband, 
Milton, and Micaela Smith; 
her beloved grandchildren, 
Malcolm Smith, Cassius 
Smith, Octavias Smith, An-
dres Ambrocio, Alex Am-
brocio, Alyss Ambrocio, 
Brink Waters, Rowe Waters, 
Micaiah Waters, Lylliana 
Watters, and Laylyn 
Watters; one brother, Alan 
Carlisle; and a sister, Vic-
toria Murray. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and one 
sister, Rebecca Spitznagel. 

Rhonda was a devoted 
wife, mother, and grand-
mother who dedicated her 
life to caring for her family 
as a stay-at-home wife. She 
earned her GED and was a 
faithful member of Jordan 
Pentecostal Church. She had 
a passion for cooking and 
baking and was known for 
her generous spirit and 
strong work ethic. Rhonda 
cherished time spent with 
her family and especially 
enjoyed playing cards such 
as UNO and Skip-Bo with 
her loved ones. 

Visitation will be Sat-
urday from 12-2 p.m., at the 
YMCA in Vandalia. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 2 p.m., Saturday at 
the YMCA in Vandalia with 
Pastor Kris Grimes officiat-
ing. Burial will follow at 
Fairmount Cemetery in 
Middletown. 

The family is being 
served by the Waters Fu-
neral Home of Vandalia. 

Serving as pallbearers 
will be Terry Waters, Milton 
Watters, Migul Ambrocio, 
Justin Johnson, Tom Car-
lisle, and Nathan Carlisle. 
Honorary pallbearers will be 
Brink Waters, Grant Grimes, 
and Joshua Murray. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Alissa Am-
brocio to assist with funeral 
expenses. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family on 
Rhonda’s memorial page at 
www.watersfuneral.com. 

Linda Alice 
Birkhead 

Linda Alice Birkhead, 80, 
of Vandalia, formally of 
New London died Saturday, 
March 7, 2026, at the Bap-
tist Home of Vandalia Tri-
County. 

Cremation rites accord-
ing to her wishes are under 
the direction of Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes & Cre-
matory in Bowling Green. 

A family-led memorial 
service will be held at 11 
a.m., Saturday at the Frist 
Baptist Church of Vandalia. 

Visitation will be held 
from 10 a.m., until time of 
services at the church. 

Linda was born May 2, 
1945, in Eldon, the daughter 
of Okle and Ozell Crum 
Moseley. Linda grew up in 
Eldon, attending Eldon 
Schools, and spent some of 
her childhood on the Lake at 

Bagnell Dam, while her 
father was working on the 
dam’s construction. Follow-
ing graduation, Linda at-
tended cosmetology school 
in Albuquerque, N.M., and 
graduated in 1966. It was 
while living in New Mexico 
that she met Michael Reece. 
Following graduation, the 
two moved to Springfield, 
married, and had three sons. 
The family moved to Puerto 
Rico while Michael served 
as a missionary from 1979-
80. Michael died in 1984, 
leaving Linda to raise her 
three boys. It was three 
years later, while living in 
St. Louis, Linda met and 
married John Milton Birk-
head on Oct. 24, 1987, and 
to this union, Linda gained 
two sons from John’s pre-
vious marriage. Upon mar-
rying John, Linda became a 
full-time farmer’s wife and 
caretaker of the family 
home. 

In her free time, Linda 
enjoyed spending time with 
her family and caring for her 
children and grandchildren. 

Those left to carry on 
Linda’s legacy include her 
husband, the Rev. John 
Birkhead of Vandalia; sons 
Sean Reece and wife, Joyce 
of Pilot, Va., Shannon Reece 
and wife, Stephanie of Han-
nibal, David Reece and 
wife, Heidi of Uganda, Af-
rica, Benny Birkhead and 
wife, Annette of New Lon-
don, and Carl Birkhead and 
wife, Becky of New Lon-
don; 10 grandchildren; 14 
great-grandchildren; sister-
in-law, Sue Moseley of 
Chillicothe; many nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family members. 

Linda was preceded by 
her parents; husband, Mi-
chael Reece; and three 
brothers, Harley, Ron, and 
Otis Moseley. 

Memorials may be made 
to Baptist Homes Tri-
County. 

Delores Ann 
Cottrell  
Burgmeyer 

Have you heard of some-
one speak about the Dash? 
The Dash is the most impor-
tant part of one’s life.   

Delores Ann Cottrell 
Burgmeyer started her Dash 
on Nov. 12, 1942. She 
would be the only girl born 
to Robert “Bob” and Anna 
Mae Stringer Cottrell. De-
lores was blessed with two 
older brothers, Donnie and 
Glen and four younger 
brothers, John, Rusty, Rich-

ard and Nathan. She was 
used to the family farm life 
as they grew up on the 
family farm in Clarksville. 
Delores wanted to go help 
daily with all the things the 
boys helped with, but she 
would say Daddy always 
told me no.  Imagine seven 
children on the farm and all 
the mischief they could get 
into.  Delores was a member 
of Dover Baptist Church 
and was baptized Oct. 7, 
1953. The family spent a lot 
of time at Dover Church. 
She said that it was the fam-
ily’s second home. 

Delores attended Clopton 
School. She would tell us 
about the long lunch breaks 
they had, and that she loved 
to roller skate and some of 
the kids brought their skates 
to school. She would bor-
row the skates and learn 
how to skate. She loved to 
go to Clarksville and St. 
Clement to the roller rinks. 
She talked about playing 
Jacks, listening to records 
and dancing during lunch 
breaks in high school. 

Delores met her future 
husband at the St. Clement 
roller skate rink - Bill Burg-
meyer. Three daughters 
came from this marriage. 
Sherry married Danny 
Grote, Linda married How-
ard Korte, and Elizabeth 
married Craig Rosenburg. 
Delores was always saying 
she could not believe how 
large her family had grown. 
She had nine grandchildren, 
Darci Korte, Toni Robinson, 
Cole “Brandon” Korte and 
wife, Sammie Jo, Ashten 
Dugan, Victoria DeClue, 
Brant Dugan, Dylan Grote, 
Patricia Adkison and hus-
band, Jeremy, and Roy Paul 
Rosenburg and wife, Brynn. 
Delores was blessed with 17 
great-grandchildren, Nata-
lie, Haden, Scarlette, Wyatt, 
Savanna, Dani Ann, Karrah, 
Korbyn, Keatyn, Taggert, 
Baylor, Wrenley, Emery, 
Bentley, Royce, Rosie, and 
Ronan. 

Family was very impor-
tant to her whether it was 
going back home to the 
family farm for fish fries, 
homemade ice cream, or 
hauling hay. She always 
supported her grandkids by 
going to watch all their 
sporting events, building 
cardboard box houses to 
play in, teaching them how 
to sew and being referee to 
them all. 

Delores met Dick Dowell 
July 12, 1987. They have 
been a part of each other’s 
lives for 38 years. They 
spent many Saturday nights 
at the Community Center 
Square Dancing in their 
matching outfits. They en-
joyed going to Oshkosh, WI 
every year to the air shows. 
When Delores was unable to 
travel, they still attended 
shows locally at Chester-
field and Springfield. De-
lores had a favorite pilot, 
Shawn D. Tucker, whom 
she was able to meet and get 
his autograph. Dick said she 
was so excited about that. 
They enjoyed many even-
ings going out to dinner and 
the movies. They enjoyed 
watching Gun Smoke every-
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MCCOY-BLOSSOM  
FUNERAL HOMES  

& CREMATORY 

Bowling Green 
MODERN FACILITIES  

AT AFFORDABLE COSTS 
- COMPARE PRICES 

SIMPLE CREMATION OR 
TRADITIONAL -  

CARING, FRIENDLY 
STAFF 

1-573-213-5110 or 1-636-528-8244           

CARD OF THANKS 
The family of Dorothy Steinhage Bibb 

wishes to express their deepest gratitude 
for the overwhelming support, prayers, 
beautiful flowers, food and generous do-
nations during our time of loss. We have 
been deeply touched by the outpouring of 
love and sympathy shown by all of you. 

May God bless each and every one of 
you. 

Donald Bibb 
Janet Bibb & Family 

Diane & Jim Kuntz & Family 
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going to Oshkosh, WI every 
year to the air shows. When 
Delores was unable to 
travel, they still attended 
shows locally at Chester-
field and Springfield. De-
lores had a favorite pilot, 
Shawn D. Tucker, whom 
she was able to meet and get 
his autograph. Dick said she 
was so excited about that. 
They enjoyed many even-
ings going out to dinner and 
the movies.  

They enjoyed watching 
Gun Smoke everyday after 
lunch. Delores loved her ex-
tended family: Thomas and 
Corina Dowell, Haley Dow-
ell and DaKota Hipes, 
Brittney and Larry May, Al-
lison and Elizabeth May. 

Delores was a wonderful 
seamstress. She taught her-
self most of her sewing 
skills. She said her family 
taught her the basics, and 
she took pride in all of her 
sewing skills. She made her 
own clothing when she was 
in high school and con-
tinued making her girls 
clothing as they grew up. 
Delores said she made her-
self some pants when she 
was in high school and her 
parents did not want her 
wearing them to school, so 
she snuck them under her 
skirt and would take her 
skirt off when she got to 
school.  

She worked for many 
years in different garment 
factories in the area. She 
worked at Bridal Originals 
in Bowling Green until they 
closed. She loved her Bridal 
Original family. Delores 
picked up quilting later in 
life. She could put a quilt to-
gether in no time! She con-
tinued to quilt as long as she 
could. Delores lived and 
celebrated her dash until 
March 13, 2026. She gained 
her entry into the gates of 
Heaven. She is rejoicing and 
dancing with Jesus and all 
her family and friends. 

Funeral services were at 
10 a.m., Friday at Bibb-
Veach Funeral Homes and 
Crematory in Bowling 
Green with Brad Cottrell of-
ficiating. Burial followed in 
Green Lawn cemetery.  

Visitation was from 5-7 
p.m., Thursday at the fu-
neral home. 

Serving as pallbearers 
were Toni Robinson, Vic-
toria DeClue, Dylan Grote, 
Cole “Brandon” Korte, 
Darci Korte, Ashten Dugan, 
Brant Dugan, Patricia Adki-
son, and Roy Paul Rosen-
burg. 

Memorials may be made 
to Clopton Alumni Associa-
tion or Pike County Hos-
pice. 

Online condolences may 
be directed to www. 
bibbveach. com. 

 

Christopher 
Lee Evans 

On the sixth day of 

March 2026, Christopher 
Lee Evans died at his home 
in Louisiana.  

Collier Funeral Home is 
in charge of cremation rites 
and no services are sched-
uled. 

He was born Sept. 5, 
1972 in Springfield, the son 
of Alva William and Ruby 
Jean Evans. 

He is survived by his sig-
nificant other of 12 years, 
Tara Williams; four chil-
dren, Samantha Forester and 
husband, Evan, Christina 
Greek and husband, Colton, 
Jonathan Evans, and Xander 
Evans; two stepchildren, 
Nakeya Conger and hus-
band, Aaron, and Luca 
Brown and fiancé, Cari Ol-
lendick; and 11 grandchil-
dren. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents. 

Chris enjoyed camping, 
walking trails, fishing, and 
finding a creek to swim in. 
His best time was spent with 
his grandbabies and roasting 
his tires. 

Memorial donations can 
be made to the family, c/o 
the funeral home.  

Online condolences may 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

William Gay 
‘Bill’ Feather Sr. 

William Gay “Bill” 
Feather Sr., 91, of Bowling 
Green died Monday, March 
16, 2026. 

 
Visitation will be held 

Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., with immediate family 
from 10-11 a.m., and public 
visitation from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., at McCoy & Blossom 
Funeral Home in Bowling 
Green. 

Funeral services will 
begin at 1 p.m., followed by 
burial at Mt. Pisgah Ceme-
tery, Bowling Green with 
military honors. 

A carry-in meal will be 
held immediately following 
the funeral at the Ashley 
Community Building. 

He was born Nov. 22, 
1934, in Bowling Green to 
Elmer Gay and Anna Eliza-
beth Perkins Feather. 

Bill proudly served his 
country, entering military 
service on May 18, 1955, 
and was honorably dis-
charged on April 18, 1958. 

He was united in mar-
riage to Lola May Perkins in 
1962. Together in this union 
they had seven children, Bill 
Jr., John, Annell, Cindy, 
Danny, Macie, and Matt. 

Their family was rooted in 
love and strong values. 

Bill was a kind and hard-
working man who loved his 
family deeply. He created a 
home where everyone felt 
welcome, and some of the 
most cherished memories 
were made there, especially 
during the Fourth of July 
and holiday gatherings that 
brought everyone together 
year after year. He was 
proud of his home and took 
great pride in caring for it, 
especially in keeping the 
yard neatly mowed. 

He had a passion for fly-
ing and earned his pilot’s li-
cense, even owning a 
two-seater plane for a time. 
He also enjoyed riding his 
motorcycle. 

More than anything, Bill 
was a man of love and faith. 
He prayed for each of his 
children and grandchildren 
every night. He was always 
checking in, always calling, 
and never hesitated to drop 
everything to help, whether 
it was bringing medicine 
when someone was sick or 
simply making sure every-
one was okay. If someone 
did not answer, he would 
call around until he found 
them. 

He showed his love in the 
smallest but most meaning-
ful ways, making birthday 
cakes, and making sure no 
one felt forgotten. At Christ-
mas, he always had sugar 
cookies and fruitcake ready 
to share, creating traditions 
that will live on in the hearts 
of his family. 

He is survived by his 
sister, Pauline Smith. 

He is also survived by his 
children, Bill Feather Jr., 
and companion, Jean, John 
Feather, Annell Willemarck 
and husband, Tom, Danny 
Feather, Macie Sinclair, and 
Matt Feather and compan-
ion, Danielle; nieces, Dawn 
Atchley and her husband 
Michael and Coreena Burke 
and her husband Marty; 
nephews Jody Pruitt and 
Robert Pruitt and his wife 
Jennifer; many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, 
and three great-great-grand-
children; along with many 
nieces, nephews, and friends 
who will miss him deeply. 

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Lola May; his 
parents, Elmer Gay Feather 
and Anna Elizabeth Feather; 
his siblings, Bobby Feather, 
Glen Feather, and Loreen 
Feather; his daughter, Cindy 
Rose; his son-in-law, James 
Sinclair; and grandchildren, 
Chuckie Rose, Jeff Feather, 
Nick Twilla, and J.J. and 
Levi Horton. 

Pallbearers will be Mat-
thew Feather, Izaac Feather, 
Adam Feather, Alex Cash, 
Jesse Cash, and Levi 
Feather. 

 
Flowers may be sent to 

McCoy & Blossom Funeral 
Home in Bowling Green. 

Family and friends may 
sign the online guestbook @ 
www.mccoyblossomfh.com
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Your Local News

A new publication from 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension looks at black bears, 
their ecology and how re-
search by the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation 
helps us better understand 
their behavior and growing 
numbers. 

“Ecology and Manage-
ment of Black Bears in Mis-
souri” is available for free 
download at https://exten-
sion.missouri.edu/publica-
tions/g9458. 

The black bear is the 
most abundant bear species 
in North America, says Rob-
ert Pierce, MU associate ex-
tension professor and state 
wildlife and fisheries spe-
cialist. Pierce says Mis-
souri’s black bear 
population has gradually in-
creased in the past several 
years, with current numbers 
estimated at about 1,000. 
Most bears in Missouri are 
found in the oak-hickory 
forests of the Ozark region 
of the state. 

Black bears are native to 
Missouri. They were abun-
dant here until the 19th cen-
tury, when unregulated 
harvest and loss of forest 
habitat reduced the popula-
tion. 

During the 1960s, the Ar-
kansas Game and Fish 
Commission captured 254 
black bears in Minnesota 
and Manitoba, Canada, and 
released them in the Ozark 
and Ouachita mountain 

ranges in northern and west-
ern Arkansas. Missouri 
numbers have increased as 
bears traveled northward, 
gradually edging north of 
the Missouri River. 

“The growth of Mis-
souri’s bear population 
should be considered a sig-
nificant conservation suc-
cess story,” says Pierce. 
“Now that a sustainable 
population is in place, a 
highly regulated hunting 
season has been established 
in certain areas of the state.” 

 
Adult male bear can 

range in weight from 130 to 
600 pounds, with an average 
of 280 pounds. Adult fe-
males range from 90 to 296 
pounds and average 179 
pounds. They have life ex-
pectancies of less than 20 
years. 

Known for their black 
coats and brown muzzles, 
black bears occasionally 
have white chest markings. 
Missouri bears can range 
from black to brown to red-
dish brown or cinnamon to 
blond. They use their sharp 
claws for climbing to escape 
danger or to dig and forage. 
The wear of their teeth is an 
indicator of their age. 

Bears have good eye-
sight, a keen sense of smell 
and strong hearing. They are 
also excellent swimmers. 

They hibernate for much 
of the winter in caves, hol-
low trees, tree stumps, brush 

piles or underground. They 
will abandon a den that has 
been disturbed and mate 
from mid-May to mid-July. 
Cubs are generally born in 
the den during late January 
to February after a 230-day 
gestation period. They are 
about the size and weight of 
a can of soda when born. 

From research conducted 
by MDC, an estimated 60% 
of female bears in Missouri 
reproduce each year, and 
they have an average of two 
cubs. About 70% of the 
male cubs and 90% of fe-
male cubs survive their first 
year of life. 

Research has found that 
bears in Missouri are very 
adaptive and as the popula-
tion increases, they may be 
more likely to use marginal 
habitats such as forested 
areas that are fragmented by 
agriculture and residential 
areas. “Bears can move 
large distances, and research 
indicates that young bears 
may travel into these types 
of areas in search of adequ-
ate habitats,” says Pierce. 

 
MDC has a Bear Man-

agement Plan to guide fu-
ture decisions about black 
bears. Current regulations 
allow up to 40 bears to be 
harvested in the state each 
year, but as the population 
continues to grow, the 40-
bear harvest quota limit will 
likely be adjusted, Pierce 
says.

As State’s Bear Population Grows, 
MU Extension Offers Guidance

March is National Nu-
trition Month®, an annual 
campaign established in 1973 
by the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics.  

This is an opportune time 
for individuals and families to 
expand and enhance their 
meal choices, as well as find 
new ways to add physical ac-
tivity to daily routines. 

This year’s theme, “Dis-
cover the Power of Nutrition,” 
aligns with the release of the 
2025-2030 Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans, which provide 
updated recommendations to 
help people meet nutrient 
needs while supporting long-
term health goals. The guide-
lines are designed to be 
flexible, recognizing that 
healthy eating looks different 
for everyone. 

Key recommendations in 
the updated guidelines in-
clude choosing a variety of 
protein foods, eating fruits 
and vegetables daily, incorpo-
rating healthy fats, and select-
ing whole grains more often 
than refined grains. 

The guidelines also em-
phasize consuming the right 
number of calories while lim-
iting added sugars, sodium 
and saturated fat, and focus-
ing on nutrient-dense foods 
that provide essential vita-
mins and minerals. 

Dairy foods continue to 
play an important role in the 
Dietary Guidelines for Amer-
icans. The guidelines rec-
ommend three servings of 
dairy each day, including 
milk, cheese and yogurt, as 
part of a 2,000-calorie dietary 
pattern.  

“Dairy provides several 
nutrients many Americans 
fall short on, including cal-
cium, vitamin D and potas-
sium, as well as high-quality 

protein that supports bone 
health and muscle function 
throughout the lifespan,” said 
Jessica Kassel, nutrition edu-
cator and registered dietitian 
with the St. Louis District 
Dairy Council.  

“A variety of dairy options 
can help individuals meet nu-
trient needs while staying 
within recommended limits 
for saturated fat.” 

National Nutrition 
Month® is an opportunity to 
reflect on how everyday food 
choices support health and 
well-being. By following the 
Dietary Guidelines and in-

cluding a variety of nutrient-
dense foods, such as fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, lean 
proteins and dairy, individ-
uals and families can build 
balanced meals that support 
health and fit into real life. 

For more information on 
the 2025-2030 Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, 
visit dietaryguidelines.gov. 
For more information on Na-
tional Nutrition Month®, 
visit eatright.org.  

For dairy nutrition re-
sources, contact Jessica Kas-
sel at 314-835-9668 or 
jkassel@stldairycouncil.org. 

Discover The Power Of Nutrition  
During National Nutrition Month

Retirement 
Thank You 

After 48 years and 9 months of prac-
tice I made the difficult decision to con-
clude my practive effective April 1, 
2016. 

This was not an easy choice and it 
comes with deep reflection and grat-
itude. 

Thank you for the trust you have 
placed  in me over the years. It has 
been an honor and a privilege to care 
for you. 

Please join us for refreshments on 
March 31 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Crisanto Gualberto M.D.

Officers with the Bowl-
ing Green Police Depart-
ment responded to a 
burglary alarm at the 
business and observed a 
broken window and signs 
of attempted entry. 
Around the same time, 
authorities were notified 
that a 2019 Chevrolet 
Suburban had been 
stolen just a few blocks 
away. 

During the investiga-
tion, a Pike County dep-
uty located a suspect 
matching the description 
and detained him. A pat-
down reportedly revealed 
a loaded Taurus .380 pis-
tol, along with a key fob 
later confirmed to belong 
to the stolen vehicle. 

A second suspect, 
identified as a juvenile, 
was also taken into cus-
tody after a K-9 track led 
officers to a residence 
where authorities recov-
ered another handgun 
and the vehicle keys. 

According to a prob-
able cause statement, in-
vestigators also identified 
clothing and other ev-
idence linking Burt to the 
attempted burglary, in-
cluding items matching 
those seen in surveillance 
footage. 

Burt was charged with 
multiple felonies, includ-
ing second-degree bur-
glary, tampering with a 
motor vehicle, stealing a 

motor vehicle, first-de-
gree property damage, 
possession of a con-
trolled substance, and 
unlawful use of a 
weapon. 

Court records indicate 
Burt is being held with-
out bond, with a case re-
view scheduled for 
March 25 in Pike County 
Circuit Court. 

Only a few days later 
on March 19, authorities 
reported that Burt es-
caped from the Pike 
County Jail after scaling 
a razor wire-topped rec-
reation yard fence. 

A multi-agency search 
was launched involving 
local and regional law en-
forcement, including the 
Bowling Green Police De-
partment, Pike County 
Sheriff’s Office, Missouri 
State Highway Patrol, 
and several neighboring 
agencies. A drone and 
multiple K-9 units were 
also utilized in the search 
effort. 

Burt was located later 
that day hiding inside an 
unoccupied building in 
Bowling Green and was 
taken back into custody 
without injury to officers 
or the public. 

Officials credited co-
ordinated efforts among 
responding agencies and 
assistance from com-
munity members for the 
swift resolution. 

Court filings show that 
Burt has since entered 
legal proceedings, includ-

ing motions for bond re-
duction and discovery 
filed March 19. A hearing 
remains scheduled as the 
case moves forward 
through the court sys-
tem. 

The juvenile involved 
in the case was released 
to a guardian, according 
to police. 

All suspects are pre-
sumed innocent until 
proven guilty by a court 
of law.

ESCAPE 
Continued from front page

Card Of Thanks 
To the family and many friends of the 

late Robert L. Green, we wish to extend 
our sincere thanks for your many kind-
nesses, and for the condolences and 
support that we have received during this 
difficult time. 

We also send our gratitude and appre-
ciation to Community Loving Care Hos-
pice and the nurses that cared for Bob. 

Thank you to Father Derek Hooper, the 
choir and the Altar and Rosary Society of 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Also to 
Bienhoff Funeral Home for their wonder-
ful care of Bob. 

Karolyn Green 
William & Jana Green & Family 

Cortney Shepherd & Family 
Ashley & Brian Crowder & Family 
Andrew & Helen Sprock & Family



USED DOU-
BLEWIDE - 
DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, 
excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANC-
ING. Call for 
info 573-249-
3333, markt-
wainmobilehom
es. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . 

used mobile 
homes. Call or 
text 573-338-
6250 or email 
GregS.CDH@o
utlook.com.  

SELF-STOR-
AGE - In Van-
dalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 
10x10, and 
8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-
4563. (tf) 

 
M O D E R N 

M A T U R I T Y 
BUILDING - 
Vandalia - 
Family reunion, 
shower, birth-
day. Call Art 
Wiser, 594-
3224. (tf) 

USED dryer. 
Vandalia Fire-
stone & Appli-
a n c e . 
594-6624. 

 
LOOK FOR 

upcoming sale 
on furniture 
items. Starting 
March 25, 
2026. Vandalia 
Firestone & 
Appliance. 594-
6624. 

 
R E F U R -

NISHED COM-
PUTERS, parts, 
accessor ies . 
Call Geeky Hill-
billy Computers 
573-324-7176.  

 
GOOD used 

tires, passenger 
& light truck, 
$15 & up. Van-
dalia Firestone 
& Appliance, 
594-6624.  

 
M E T A L 

R O O F I N G . 
Wagler Metals: 
21764 Pike 
409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

  

NO HUNTING 
OR TRES-
P A S S I N G , 
Murry Shep-
herd Farms. 
Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not 
responsible for 
injuries or acci-
dents.  

 
NO TRES-

PASSING OR 
HUNTING  on 
the property of 
Cherlyn Boots. 
Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not 
responsible for 
accidents on 
property.  

GEEKY HILL-
BILLY COM-
P U T E R 
S E R V I C E S 
LLC - B.G. 
computer repair 
& recycling, 
573-324-7176, 
573-567-6164.  

P R E M I E R E 
P R E S S U R E 
WASHING - 
Outside house 
cleaning, sof-
fitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, 
fence cleaning, 
farm equip-
ment, and 
trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-
253-8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & 
GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, 
and parts. Used 
golf cars and 
mowers. Hwy. 
54 West, Louisi-
ana, MO 
63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
N A M E 

DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted 
by Ann Hecox. 
Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-
6 5 6 - 3 6 5 4 
a n n a h c x -
@gmail.com.  

B&J SEPTIC 
PUMPING - 
Commercial or 
residential, sep-
tic pumping & 
repair, sewer 
augering & re-
pair, grease 
trap pumping 
and porta potty 
rentals. Butch 
Menne, 573-
384-5536.  

 

B R O W N ’ S 
S E P T I C 
PUMPING - 
Commercial or 
r e s i d e n t i a l , 
portable toilet 
rental, job sites, 
special events, 
a u c t i o n s . 
Brown’s Septic 
Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, 
Louisiana, 754-
5812. (tf)
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NO HUNTING

FOR RENT

PUT OUR  
CLASSIFIEDS 

TO WORK  
FOR YOU

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$36,906

Stock #947 - 2023 Ford Explorer XLT, 
 Interior Color Ebony, Exterior Color Rapid 

Red Metallic, Tinted, Clear Coat, 4WD, 
auto, 16,339 Miles, 20/27 MPG Hwy./City

Poage Ford

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

MOBILE HOMES

SERVICES
Position: Library Director (Full-Time) 

Location: Bowling Green Public Li-
brary 

Interested candidates should submit 
a cover letter, resume, and three refer-
ences to 
bowlinggreenlibraryboard@gmail.com 
by:  Friday, April 17, 2026.  Application 
may be picked up at the Bowling Green 
Library any time between the hours of 
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

WE WELCOME YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES
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For some people, an invi-
tation to dine out brings 
anxiety instead of anticipa-
tion. According to the non-
profit organization Food 
Allergy Research & Educa-
tion, one in four Americans 
are affected by at least one 
of the top nine food al-
lergies. 

Karen Funkenbusch, 
health and safety state spe-
cialist with University of 
Missouri Extension, says 
the rising number of Mis-
sourians diagnosed with 
alpha-gal syndrome (AGS) 
is changing how individuals 
and families eat and social-
ize. Alpha-gal syndrome 
causes allergic reactions to 
red meat and other mam-
mal-derived products. 

A 2025 MU Extension 
survey of more than 1,000 
respondents found that din-
ing and social situations 
have a big effect on the 
mental health of people with 
AGS. Nearly two-thirds re-
ported anxiety or depressive 
disorders, nearly half said 
the condition affected daily 
life, and 63 percent said they 
avoid eating out or attending 
social events because of fear 
of food contamination. 

“Social isolation, loneli-
ness, depression and anxiety 
are often hidden side effects 
of food allergies like AGS,” 
Funkenbusch said.  

The challenges are often 
greater in rural areas, where 
social gatherings frequently 
center around food and res-
taurant options are limited. 
“Some rural communities 
may have only one fast-food 

restaurant and little variety,” 
Funkenbusch said. “Also, 
many social activities in 
rural communities center 
around sporting events 
where concession stand 
foods are the only choice.” 

Dining out requires ad-
vance planning. Funken-
busch recommends calling 
restaurants ahead of time to 
discuss allergies and kitchen 
practices. 

“It’s not just what’s on 
the menu,” she said. “Cross-
contamination can occur 
when food is prepared on 
shared surfaces or with 
utensils that have contacted 
meat, dairy or other mam-
mal-derived products.” 

 
When eating away from 

home, she advises choosing 
simple foods with few ing-
redients or bringing pre-
pared meals. 

“Think ‘fins and feathers’ 
and whole foods,” said Eden 
Stewart, who leads MU Ex-
tension’s interdisciplinary 
AGS team. 

Grilled chicken or fish, 
steamed vegetables and sa-
lads are usually safer 
choices. Stewart cautions 
that dressings, desserts and 
processed foods may con-
tain hidden mammal-de-
rived ingredients such as 
gelatin or dairy. 

MU Extension recently 
released a series of guides 
on understanding and man-
aging alpha-gal syndrome. 
The publications are avail-
able for free download at 
h t tps : / /muext .us /AGS-
guides. 

Open communication, 
self-advocacy and mental 
health support can help 
manage the social and emo-
tional impacts of AGS. Fun-
kenbusch urges people to 
disclose their condition, ex-
plain how to respond to an 
allergic reaction and always 
carry an epinephrine auto-
injector. 

Awareness of AGS re-
mains limited, including 
among health care profes-
sionals. A Missouri Depart-
ment of Health and Senior 
Services survey found that 
78 percent of primary care 
physicians nationwide have 
little to no knowledge of the 
condition. Funkenbusch 
said the gap may be wider in 
rural areas, where outdoor 
exposure to ticks is more 
common. 

Funkenbusch encourages 
anyone experiencing stress, 
anxiety or depression re-
lated to chronic illness to 
seek support. “Reach out,” 
she said. “Call or chat with 
someone who will listen.” 

In partnership with MU 
Extension’s Show-Me 
Strong Farm Families pro-
gram , MU Psychological 
Services Clinic offers free, 
confidential telehealth coun-
seling by licensed mental 
health counselors who un-
derstand agriculture and 
rural communities. 

 
To learn more or request 

services, visit https://muext. 
us/SMSFF, email 
adpsc@missouri.edu or call 
573-882-4677. For immedi-
ate help, call or text 988. 

Alpha-gal Syndrome Changes How We Socialize

APRIL 2026 LIBRARY STAFF 
BOOK REVIEW  

THE MYSTERIOUS VIRGINIA 
HALL BY CLAUDIA  

FRIDDELLREVIEWED BY 
BRENDA GOWER, FARBER 

BRANCH LIBRARY MANAGER 
This Mysterious Virginia 

Hall by Claudia Friddell is a 
quick and educational title 
where the reader learns about 
the mysterious chameleon who 
outsmarted the Nazis in France. 
This book is about Virginia 
Hall, who is a woman of many 
names. She was born in 1906 in 
Maryland to a father who en-
couraged her independent na-
ture and a mother who 
accepted her daughter’s free 
spirit. Virginia grew up with 
the desire to be an ambassador 
for the United States, but on 
each attempt, obstacles got in 
the way, including losing her 
leg. None of these obstacles 
stopped her from her directive 
of defending democracy. A 
chance meeting on a train at the 
start of World War Two 
changed her life – she became 
World War Two’s most danger-
ous elusive spy.This book is 

cataloged as a young adult non-
fiction. It is written in script 
form, which is informative 
without the extra dialogue and 

also includes photos. I would 
give this book a 5/5 rating. It 
can be found at the Mexico-
Audrain Library.

April Library Book Review

With hiking and camping 
season right around the cor-
ner, a University of Missouri 
Extension has tips on how to 
prevent and avoid problems 
when in bear habitat. 

Missouri’s black bear 
population is growing, with 
current numbers estimated 
at about 1,000, says Robert 
Pierce, MU Extension state 
wildlife and fisheries spe-
cialist and co-author of a 
new MU Extension publica-
tion, Ecology and Manage-
ment of Black Bears in 
Missouri. 

Most bears in Missouri 
are found in the oak-hickory 
forests of the Ozark region, 
but bears can move over 
large distances and may 
sometimes be seen in mar-
ginal habitats, even in urban 
areas. 

Most encounters with 
bears can be avoided, says 
Pierce. Here are some gen-
eral guidelines: 

Never approach a black 
bear, and don’t let one get 
close to you. Watch from a 
distance. If in a vehicle or 
home, stay inside. If pos-
sible, stay at least 100 yards 
away from a black bear. 

Keep garbage, pet foods, 
bird feed and other foods 
away from bears. “Bears 
that feed on human foods 
can quickly lose their natu-
ral fear of humans,” says 
Pierce. “Don’t feed them.” 

When hiking in bear hab-
itat, make noise to avoid sur-
prising bears. Talk, whistle 
or sing to alert them to your 
presence. Leave your dogs 
at home or keep them 
leashed. Dogs can antago-
nize bears and cause an en-
counter. 

Keep campsites clean. 
Don’t put food in your tent. 
Store food in airtight or 
bear-resistant containers, 
and lock food in the trunk of 
your vehicle or hang it in a 
tree 15 feet off the ground 
and 8 feet away from the 
tree trunk. 

Wash dishes when you 
have finished eating. Cook 
food away from where you 
sleep. Do not sleep in the 
same clothes you cooked in. 
Burn trash only if you are 
unable to properly secure it; 
never bury it. 

“Ecology and Manage-
ment to Black Bears in Mis-
souri,” by Pierce and 
Nathaniel Bowersock, a bio-

logist with the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation, is 
available for free download 
at https://extension.mis-
souri.edu/publications/g945
8. 

Learn more about bears at 
BearWise.org. Developed 
and run by biologists, Bear 
Wise shares information 
about living responsibly 
with bears.

Tips To Avoid Black Bears

Brenda Gower

Carol 
Schambach 

For 

Van-Far School Board 
Paid for by Carol Schambach
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