
THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE
NEWS FOR PIKE, EASTERN AUDRAIN & NORTHERN LINCOLN COUNTIES

Published Every Tuesday  •  Vol. 30 - No. 22 •  Tuesday, April 14, 2026  •  Online at www.thepeoplestribune.com

THE AREA’S ONLY LOCALLY‐OWNED & OPERATED NEWSPAPER | EST. OCTOBER 1, 1996

Pedestrian Killed In  
Early Morning Crash On U.S. 61

FREE

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

A 26-year-old St. Louis 
man was killed in a traffic 
crash early Thursday morn-
ing on U.S. Highway 61 in 
Pike County. 

According to the Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol, 
the crash occurred at ap-
proximately 4:44 a.m. on 
April 9 on southbound U.S. 

61, north of Pike 305. 
The patrol reported that a 

2026 Freightliner Cascadia, 
driven by a 49-year-old man 
from Haysville, Kansas, 
was traveling southbound 
when a pedestrian entered 
the roadway. The pedestrian 
was struck between the 
driving lanes after moving 
from west to east into the 
path of the vehicle. 

The driver was not re-
ported injured. The vehicle 
sustained minor damage and 
was driven from the scene. 

The pedestrian was pro-
nounced deceased at Pike 
County Memorial Hospital 
at 5:05 a.m., by Dr. Dustin 
Smith. The individual was 
later transported to Bibb-
Veach Funeral Home. 

In a related release, the 
Pike County Sheriff's Office 
requested assistance from 
the public in locating a 
silver Ford Focus believed 
to have been operated and 
abandoned by the deceased 
prior to the crash. 

Authorities later con-
firmed the vehicle was lo-
cated in Lincoln County by 
law enforcement. 

The crash remains under 
investigation.

Changes Highlight 2026 
Municipal Election Results

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

The Tuesday, April 7 
Municipal Election has 
brought on several notable 
changes to area leadership 
and concluded some hotly 
contested races in the area. 

In Bowling Green, 
Thomas Thompson will 
serve as mayor after running 
unopposed. Joyce Megown 
was elected city collector. 
McCoy Thompson (Ward 
I), Mark Bair (Ward II), and 
Myron Arttus (Ward III) 
will serve as aldermen. 

In Clarksville, Shirley 
Underwood (South Ward) 
defeated Robbert Howland. 
Jerry Manfredonia was 
elected North Ward alder-
man, while Sam Trucken-
brodt will serve as collector. 

In Louisiana, one of the 
most closely watched races, 
Mark L. Haddock secured a 
decisive victory for mayor 
with 606 votes, defeating 
Woodrow Polston and 
David Czerwinski. 

Emily Sitton was elected 
to the Ward I council seat, 
while Jeremy Baker and 
Alice Middleton 
Holtzhouser claimed the 
Ward II positions for the 
two-year and one-year 
terms, respectively. 

Susan Fregeau won the 
Ward III seat, defeating out-

going Louisiana Mayor Tim 
Carter. In Ward IV, Daryle 
Lee Wallace defeated in-
cumbent Jimmy D. Gott Jr. 
and Eugene Baker in a 
three-way race. 

For the Louisiana Special 
Road District, Ralph House 
Jr. will take over incumbent 
Paul Hamilton’s spot for the 
unexpired two-year term, 
while Michael E. Minor ran 
unopposed for the three-
year term. 

 
In Vandalia, another 

highly contested area, Pete 
Nasir defeated incumbent 
Ralph Kuda Jr., in the may-
oral race, 229 to 184. 

Travis Case unseated in-
cumbent Larry Shaw in 
Ward I, while Sharon Chat-
man defeated incumbent 
Janet Turner in Ward II. In-
cumbent John Weiser re-
tained his Ward III seat over 
challenger Dustin Holt. 

In smaller municipalities, 
Lynn Flowers was elected 
alderperson in Farber, while 
several write-in candidates 
filled positions in com-
munities such as Frankford 
and Annada. 

Several school district 
propositions were also de-
cided by voters during the 
election. 

In the Van-Far R-I 
School District, voters ap-

proved a $4 million bond 
issue to fund safety and se-
curity improvements, 
HVAC upgrades, and facil-
ity repairs, with no esti-
mated increase to the 
current debt service tax 
levy. 

Voters in the Louisiana 
R-II School District also ap-
proved Proposition A, a 
$1.5 million bond issue for 
facility improvements in-
cluding electrical upgrades, 
safety enhancements, and 
parking and drainage work, 
likewise without an ex-
pected increase to the cur-
rent levy. 

In the Silex R-I School 
District, Proposition 
OWLS, which sought to in-
crease the operating tax levy 
to support teacher pay, 
benefits, and district opera-
tions, saw mixed results ac-
ross reporting areas but 
ultimately passed in Lincoln 
County voting. 

Pike County voters ap-
proved both the property tax 
relief question and Proposi-
tion L, which allows the 
county to collect internet 
sales tax at the same rate as 
local sales tax. 

 
For complete election re-

sults, visit the Pike, Aud-
rain, or Lincoln County 
Clerk websites. 

Pike County Genealogy Society 
Celebrates 25 Years

BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Editor’s note: Following 

is the final part in a story 
series by contributing writer 
Brent Engel. 

Debate over what may 
have been Abraham Lin-
coln’s last official act often 
overshadows the bold effort 
at reconciliation behind it. 

Missouri U.S. Sen. John 
Brooks Henderson visited 
Lincoln just after supper on 
the evening of April 14, 
1865. He was seeking the 
pardon of  Confederate spy 
George Vaughan, who was 
scheduled for execution two 
days later. 

Henderson had twice 
been turned away by Secre-
tary of War Edwin Stanton, 
so Lincoln was his last 
hope. The president was fin-
ishing the day’s business be-
fore going to Ford’s Theatre. 

“Upon hearing of Stan-
ton’s action, Lincoln shook 
his head and, seating him-
self at his desk, wrote an 
order for the unconditional 
release of Vaughan,” ac-
cording to author John Wil-
liam Starr. 

Questions about the 
widely-accepted account 
were not raised until years 
after Lincoln’s assassination 
that night. Vaughan and his 
family always maintained  
the pardon was the pres-

ident’s last official act. 
There is no direct ev-

idence to support the claim. 
Lincoln’s note apparently 
did not survive and there is 
no record of a formal stay of 
execution. War Department 
records show Vaughan did 
take an oath of loyalty – one 
of Lincoln’s conditions for 
the release of Confederate 
prisoners. 

Lost in the quandary is 
the remarkable compassion 
shown by Lincoln and Hen-
derson. The Civil War was 
over, and many in the North 
wanted the South to pay 
dearly for what they saw as 
treason. 

 
Lincoln’s policy on par-

dons was a mix of legal bril-
liance and political savvy. 
He had first outlined it in 
December 1863. By the end 
of the war, he had pardoned 
thousands of Confederate 
soldiers and sympathizers. 

“By offering forgiveness, 
he hoped to reduce resent-
ment and foster a sense of 
shared national identity,” 
wrote author Amelia Khatri. 

Author Bruce Miroff said 
Lincoln found pardons ca-
thartic since they offered a 
chance to show mercy. 

“Pardons represented, for 
him, the gentle side of 
power,” Miroff wrote. 

Henderson was equally 

sympathetic, especially 
when it came to fellow Mis-
sourians. The senator had 
been a close friend and con-
fidante of Lincoln since ar-
riving in Washington in 
1862. Lincoln was deter-
mined to keep Missouri in 
the Union, even though it 
was a slave state, and Hen-
derson was his point man. 

Henderson told the pres-
ident that there was no neu-
trality in Missouri and that 
guerilla violence on both 
sides did little but anger the 
population. 

“The friends and relatives 
of many of these military 
prisoners appealed to me to 
secure their release, or to 
save them from whatever 
sentence had been pro-
nounced,” Henderson told 
the president. 

Lincoln agreed with the 
senator that pardoning 
Vaughan “should be granted 
in the interest of peace and 
conciliation.” In “Abraham 
Lincoln: The Tribute of a 
Century,” editor Nathan 
William MacChesney picks 
up the conversation from 
April 14, 1865. 

 
“Now, Henderson, what’s 

the use of killing this man?” 
the president asked the sen-
ator. “This man is a good 
deal better man for us above 
ground, than under ground.” 

Lincoln’s Last Act? 
Pike Lawmaker Seeks Pardon On Fateful Day

BY NANCY REID 
The Pike County Gene-

alogy Society (PCGS) met 
for the second time in 2026 
on Tuesday, April 7 and had 
a soup luncheon.  

They were doing a late 
celebration of their 25th an-
niversary. Yes, in the 2000 a 
small group of genealogists 
came together to form the 
PCGS and create a library 
for anyone searching for 
their Pike County family, 
could come and get assis-
tance. 

They started the library in 
a small building, but after 
the original Pike County Jail 
was vacated, the county 
commissioners gave PCGS 
the opportunity to move into 
the former Sheriff’s office 
and create a museum in the 
former Jail. 

PCGS continues to keep 

up the jail museum often 
adding items to display. Dis-
play rooms include a Mili-
tary Room, Champ Clark 
Room, Local School Room, 
Victorian Room, and many 
more. You truly need to see 
it to appreciate all the his-
tory that is preserved. 

 
PCGS continues to re-

ceive many donations to 
continue building the re-
sources available. In late 
2025 PCGS received the 
bound copies of the Bowl-
ing Green Times and Loui-
siana Press Journal that 
were in the Bowling Green 
Times office. At each meet-
ing the donations are high-
lighted. 

PCGS is also a presence 
on Facebook at the page 
Digging Up Bones. Audrey 
Jones is the person that 

keeps the site updated. Re-
cently Audrey has been 
posting pictures that were 
also received from the 
Bowling Green Times of-
fice. Pictures of people may 
be picked up at the library, 
the pictures were originally 
used for articles in the news-
papers, while pictures of the 
buildings in the Pike County 
area will be placed in the 
photo books and used in 
various displays. 

PCGS runs on member-
ships and donations. Use of 
the library and a tour of the 
jail are free to anyone. We 
do appreciate any monetary 
and historical donations that 
are received.  

 
Open Thursdays from 1-

4 p.m., and Saturdays from 
9 a.m.-noon, or by appoint-
ment.

Louisiana Citizen Of The Year 
Missouri State Representative Chad Perkins, right, presented the Louisiana 

Citizen of the Year Award to Brent Engel at the annual Louisiana Chamber of 
Commerce Banquet held Thursday, April 9 More than 100 people attended the 
event in the Louisiana High School gym. The theme was the 1920s. 

Farber Depot Open House  Aims 
To Spark Interest In Restoration

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Farber Depot Open House 
Aims to Spark Interest in Re-
storation Effort 

Community members will 
have an opportunity to step in-
side a piece of local history 
later this month as the Farber 
railroad depot opens its doors to 
the public. 

An open house is scheduled 
for Sunday, April 19, from 2-4 
p.m., inviting residents to tour 
the historic structure and share 
ideas for its future. 

The depot, originally built 
around 1874 as part of the Chi-
cago & Alton Railroad, once 
served as a central hub of activ-
ity in Farber. In its early years, 
depots like this played a vital 
role in small towns by handling 
communication, shipping, and 
transportation at a time when 
railroads were the backbone of 
commerce. 

“Railroads were the UPS 
and FedEx of their day,” said 
Boyd Barrett, who has been as-
sisting with early efforts to 
bring attention back to the 
building. “A lot of any town’s 
activity went through the 
depot.” 

Over time, advances in tech-
nology and changes in transpor-
tation reduced the need for 
local depots, and many includ-
ing Farber’s were eventually 
closed. According to Barrett, 
the building has seen little at-
tention for decades. 

“It has probably been 30 
years since it has had much at-
tention,” he said. “This one 
looks like they just locked the 
door and walked away, as much 

of the old equipment is still 
there.” 

Now, city leaders and com-
munity members are hoping to 
preserve the structure before 
further deterioration sets in. 
Farber Mayor Ruth Williams 
said the project is still in its in-
fancy, with organizers focused 
on gathering input from the 
community. 

“Right now, we’re in the 
very early stages of this, and we 
want to see what interest is out 
there,” Williams said. “We’re 
open to all kinds of ideas.” 

Williams noted that efforts 
are already underway to build 
awareness, including the crea-
tion of social media pages for 
the project. 

“We have a Facebook and 
Instagram page now, and we’re 
getting some really encourag-
ing comments there,” she said. 

The depot has seen past at-
tempts at revitalization. Wil-
liams said it was used as a 
museum in the 1990s, and 
while there were discussions 
about expanding its use, interest 
eventually faded. 

“We lost steam and momen-
tum,” she said. 

Today, she believes the 
building needs a renewed sense 
of purpose. A purpose that 
could help bring the community 
together. 

“Purpose, it needs a pur-
pose,” Williams said. “We need 
a heart for our town. Something 
to pull the community to-
gether.” 

She added that while nearby 
communities, including Van-
dalia, already have established 
train museums and historical 

collections, Farber’s depot rep-
resents an opportunity to create 
something unique for the town. 

In addition to exploring fu-
ture uses, organizers are also 
working to register the depot on 
the National Register of Histo-
ric Places. 

The immediate concern, ho-
wever, is stabilizing the struc-
ture, particularly the roof, 
before moving forward with 
any larger restoration plans. 

At this stage, organizers say 
the upcoming open house is 
less about showcasing a fin-
ished project and more about 
engaging the community and 
surrounding area. 

“No actual restoration work 
has been done yet,” Barrett 
said. “The opening Sunday is 
intended to feel out interest in it 
and for visitors to see its current 
condition.” 

Minimal cleanup has been 
completed ahead of the event to 
ensure the building remains 
safe for visitors while still re-
flecting the work that lies 
ahead. 

Williams said recent interest 
including the outreach from a 
photographer who offered to 
document the depot has helped 
spark renewed momentum for 
the project. 

For now, organizers hope the 
open house will serve as a start-
ing point, bringing the com-
munity together to share ideas 
and determine what role the 
historic depot might play in 
Farber’s future. 

Residents are encouraged to 
stop by at any time during the 
event to walk through the build-
ing and offer input.

Silex Prom Royalty  
Silex High School held its 2026 prom on Saturday, 

April 11. The prom queen was Alivia Mehler and king 
was Boaz Grimstead. 

Oh Say Can You See  
 Ruben Bolton portrays 

“The Star-Spangled 
Banner” author Francis 
Scott Key during Bowling 
Green VFW Post 5553’s 
annual History Day April 
11.
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Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486
Please visit our website at  
www.callawaylivestock.com 

Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Feeder Sale Report For 4-6-2026      Monday Receipts 1,318 Head
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Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
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ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197
Market Report 
573-522-9244 
24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 

John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 

Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 

Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 

Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 

Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 

Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 

Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 

Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133
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TS No. 2026-21150-MO 
Notice Of Trustee’s Sale

For default in the payment of d-
cured by the Deed of Trust execut 
James S. Riley, an unmarried man, 
6/4/2025, recorded on 6/10/2025,  
Book 334, Page 5016, , in the Off 
Recorder of Deeds for Pike County-
souri, the undersigned Successor  
will on 4/28/2026, between the ho 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., starting 
a.m., at the Pike County Courthou 
South Door - 115 W. Main St., Bow 
Green, MO 63334, sell at public a 
the highest bidder for cash (cert 
only) the below described real es 
satisfy said debt and costs. Cert 
must be delivered to the auctione 
conclusion of the auction. Purcha 
property as is, without warranty 
Part Of The Southeast Fourth (SE 
The Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4) Of-
tion Twenty-Four (24) In Township
Three (53) North, Range Two (2) W 
Which Lies North And West Of Coun 
Road Containing Eight (8) Acres, 
Less, And Being A Part Of The Lan-
scribed In Warranty Deed Dated Ma 
1970 And Recorded In Book 316 At  
6654 Of The Deed Records Of Pike 
County, Missouri. More commonly k 
as: 21532 Pike 255 Bowling Green, 
63334. Notice To Bidders: Please -
vised that the Trustee may requir 
or trust bidders at this trustee’-
vide information, documentation a 
certification of the vesting inst 
the data required to be reported  
to FinCEN regulations effective f-
fers of residential real property 
transferees on or after March 1,  
required information must be prov 
the trustee before a trustee s de 
sale will be issued for covered t 
These federal regulations will re-
porting if a trustee s deed is is 
after March 1, 2026, even if the -
sure sale is conducted prior to M 
2026. Additional information rega 
these regulations and the require-
feree information and certificati 
found at https://www.federalregis 
documents/2024/08/29/2024-19198/a
money-laundering-regulations-for--
tial-real-estate-transfers  and https://www 
fincen.gov/rre-faqs#D_5 . Nestor S 
of Missouri, LLC Successor Truste 
403-4115

Northeast MO Genealogical 
Society To Meet April 25

The Northeast Missouri 
Genealogical Society will 
hold their first meeting of 
the year on Saturday, April 
25, 2026 at 10 a.m., at the 
Missouri Mule Museum, 
114 East Main Street, Perry. 

Jeanie Gay will give a 
history of the museum and 
talk about her family’s trib-
ute to the state animal, the 
Mule. There are many items 
on display in the Mule mu-
seum. After the program 
Donna Lawson, president of 
the Northeast Missouri Ge-
nealogical Society, will con-
duct the business meeting. 
For year 2026 the other of-
ficers are: Nancy Tiemann, 
vice-president; Travelle 
Whitaker, secretary; Ann 
Guymon, treasurer. 

The Northeast Missouri 
Genealogical Society serves 
14 counties in northeast 
Missouri and the quarterly 
meetings are scheduled at 
various locations to make it 
possible for the outlying 
members to attend. A 30-33 
page quarterly is published 
each April, June, August and 
October and is dedicated to 
the collection of genealogy 
materials, both published 
and unpublished. 

The public and those in-
terested in family research 
are welcome to attend. For 
more information about the 
meeting or information 
about the Society, call 
Duane Harsell at (573) 288-
4200. 

MO Young Spring 
Turkey Hunting 
Turns 25 Years

This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of MDC offer-
ing a special youth weekend 
for spring turkey hunting. 
In April 2001, young Mis-
souri turkey hunters got 
their first dedicated spring 
hunting weekend for wild 
turkeys in the Show-Me-
State. 

Over the decades, youth 
spring turkey hunting has 
grown in popularity. In 
2001, MDC sold just over 
4,000 youth permits. Last 
year MDC sold nearly 
18,000 youth permits. Since 
2001, an average of about 
15,500 youth hunters have 
participated in the youth 
turkey season.  

Missouri’s 2026 spring 
turkey hunting weekend for 
young hunters, ages 6-15, is 
April 11 and 12. The regu-
lar spring turkey hunting 
season is April 20 through 
May 10. 

Get details on turkey 
hunting in Missouri from 
the MDC 2026 Spring Tur-
key Hunting Regulations 
and Information booklet, 
available at MDC offices, 
nature centers, and other 
places where permits are 
sold, and online at 
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trap-
ping/species/turkey.

Dairy Delights At Brunch Gatherings
Whether celebrating an 

important life event or en-
joying a lazy morning, 
brunch has continued to gain 
popularity in the United 
States since the early 1900s. 

It is a time to meet with 
family and friends, as well 
as enjoy delicious breakfast 
and lunch foods that are 
fresh, warm and comforting. 
Because April is National 
Brunch Month, the next few 
weeks are an opportune time 
to have a mid-morning gath-
ering featuring these deli-
cious breakfast and lunch 
foods. 

Dairy is the perfect com-
panion to many brunch 
dishes, bringing creamy tex-
tures and delicious flavors to 
everyone’s favorite entrees. 
Milk helps create light and 
fluffy eggs, creamy oatmeal 
and coffee drinks. Milk also 
enhances cold and fresh ce-
reals. Cheese adds flavor 
and binds casserole dishes, 
quiches and frittatas. Yogurt 
adds moisture and creates 
tangy, rich flavors when in-
corporated into baked 
goods. In addition to en-
hancing flavors and consis-
tency, dairy also provides 
essential nutrients that all in-
dividuals need. 

“By incorporating dairy 
into brunch dishes, individ-
uals are receiving calcium, 
potassium, and vitamin D, 
three nutrients of concern 
that Americans do not con-
sume enough of,” said Jes-
sica Kassel, a nutrition 
educator and registered die-
titian with the St. Louis Dis-
trict Dairy Council. In 
addition, dairy adds protein 

to meals, increasing satiety 
and helping individuals feel 
full for longer. Dairy also 
builds and repairs bones due 
to its contribution of cal-
cium, vitamin D and phos-
phorus. 

Brunch dishes include a 
combination of fruits, vege-
tables, whole grains, lean 
protein and dairy. “By com-
bining dairy and fiber-rich 
foods like fruits, vegetables 
and whole grains, individ-
uals are consuming all four 
nutrients of concern, and are 
creating food pairings that 
taste delicious,” Kassel said. 

RECIPES FOR ALL DAIRY 
(AND BRUNCH) LOVERS 
Looking for new recipes 

to try at your next brunch 
gathering? Try one of these 
dairy-filled delights! Cot-
tage cheese pancakes com-
bine a base of cottage 
cheese, milk, eggs, flour and 
oil with the subtle sweetness 
of sugar, vanilla and baking 
powder for a protein-packed 
entrée that can be topped 
with fresh fruit, yogurt, nuts 
and honey. Sun-dried to-
mato quiche is the perfect 
combination of eggs, heavy 
cream, Parmesan, shredded 
cheddar cheese and fresh 
vegetables, such as baby 
spinach and sun-dried toma-
toes. Spread whipped ricotta 
on bagels, crostini bread or 
crackers, and then top with 
fresh fruit, nuts and honey. 
Add fresh fruits and veggies 
to brunch by serving a 
spring salad made with 
mixed greens, mandarin or-
anges, strawberries, blue-
berries, candied pecans and 
feta cheese.

Edward Jones Takes Number One Spot
Edward Jones, a leading fi-

nancial services firm, has re-
claimed the No. 1 spot among 
23 advice-based firms in the 
JD Power 2026 U.S. Investor 
Satisfaction Study(SM), 
marking the first time the firm 
has earned the top rank since 
2021. This achievement re-
flects meaningful progress in 
Edward Jones' journey to de-
liver comprehensive advice 
and planning and expanded 
products and services to serve 
more clients, more com-
pletely.   

Edward Jones achieved 
Best-in-Class performance in 
four of the seven most in-
fluential dimensions of inves-
tor satisfaction, including 
trust, people, products meet-
ing client needs and ease of 
doing business, all while con-
tinuing to enhance its digital 
capabilities and value for fees 
paid. The firm earned an 
Overall Satisfaction score of 
754 on a 1,000-point scale, 
one of only three firms scor-
ing significantly above the ad-
vised-industry average of 
725. The results underscore
the strength of Edward Jones'
relationship-based model and
the trust clients place in the

firm in an increasingly com-
petitive landscape. 

The study evaluates the ex-
periences of investors work-
ing with a wealth 
management firm, in either an 
advised or DIY capacity in 
seven dimensions (in alpha-
betical order): digital chan-
nels; ease of doing business; 
people; product and service 
offerings; resolving problems 
or complaints; trust; and value 
for fees paid.  

Vandalia Barber Shop
215B S. Main - Vandalia

573-594-3521
Tuesday - Wednesday - 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 
Harold Williams 

Pictured from left, Karla Thorpe, Kevin Brown, 
Kayla Caldwell, and Tami Pursifull

Easter Egg Hunt
Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610 & Auxiliary & 

Youth Group Hosted a Easter egg hunt and cake walk 
at the Clopton Elementary School  Multipurpose, 
Room because of the rain on Saturday, April 4. It was 
a great success with over 100 youth and parents at-
tending. Gifts were given to all youth, and youth that 
received a number in their egg received another prize. 
Immediately following the Easter egg hunt a cake walk 
was held, it was very very successful. The post and 
auxiliary were very happy to be able to have the event 
inside the school.  

MO Young 
Spring 
Turkey 
Hunting 
Turns  
25 Years

This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of MDC offer-
ing a special youth weekend 
for spring turkey hunting. 
In April 2001, young Mis-
souri turkey hunters got 
their first dedicated spring 
hunting weekend for wild 
turkeys in the Show-Me-
State. 

Over the decades, youth 
spring turkey hunting has 
grown in popularity. In 
2001, MDC sold just over 
4,000 youth permits. Last 
year MDC sold nearly 
18,000 youth permits. Since 
2001, an average of about 
15,500 youth hunters have 
participated in the youth 
turkey season.  

Missouri’s 2026 spring 
turkey hunting weekend for 
young hunters, ages 6-15, is 
April 11 and 12. The regu-
lar spring turkey hunting 
season is April 20 through 
May 10. 

Get details on turkey 
hunting in Missouri from 
the MDC 2026 Spring Tur-
key Hunting Regulations 
and Information booklet, 
available at MDC offices, 
nature centers, and other 
places where permits are 
sold, and online at 
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trap-
ping/species/turkey.
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Pike To Pike . . .Traditions are what connects us to each other, to 
our history, and to God. 

Today’s culture focuses on consumerism, self-
governance, self-made rules, and self-gratification! 
The true meanings of holidays and traditions is lost 
and/or commercialized.  Our most important cele-
brations, holidays, and traditions should remind us 
of who we are and what we stand for.  

What are our purposes, goals, ambitions for 
America? Is Socialism in our future?” Hey, free 
healthcare, free dental, not enough income to live 
on, health and dental care if you can get it or they 
are available. What do we do to pre-
serve our way of life and protect our 
next generations?  

Muslim mayors, governors, repre-
sentatives in local, state, and national 
offices as well as local school board 
make rules and Sharia and other laws 
that are being integrated into our soci-
ety every election! If a million soon to 
be mothers from China, Samayia, 
Hamas, Russia came into the United 
States and had their babies and then 
went back to their native county, we 
would have a million new U.S. citizens 
that would one day vote for the leaders 
of our United State and its Rules of 
Law. What guarantees do we have to 
prevent such?  

In 2025, 236,000 foreign mothers gave birth in 
the United States, and these babies immediately be-
came Unites States citizens. When they reach 21, 
their parents also are granted U.S. citizenship. How 
will these new citizens change America’s beliefs, 
laws, and doctrines? 

I hope everyone had a nice Easter. Easter is a 

day that has inspired hope, renewal, and faith for 
generations. Christians and Jews alike uphold 
values that shaped America’s Founding with Faith in 
God, the dignity of the individual, and the belief that 
freedom is sacred-and must be defended! Easter is 
a day and a reminder that forgiveness of our sins, 
victory over death, and life everlasting has been won 
for us through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection! 
This understanding is vital to each of us and to our 
country. 

April is Stress Awareness Month and a great way 
to relax and have fun is attending Park Day with all 

its activities and especially Bowling 
Green’s Got Talent with performances 
by you-the public. Invite your neighbors 
to come, entertain and be entertained 
by Bowling Green’s (plus neighboring 
towns), best and maybe some not so 
“Best” singers, dancers, magicians, 
comedy, and other performers.  

A microphone is provided but bring 
your own props and enjoy a fun no-
stress day in the park! Food trucks, 
bubble truck, bounce houses, contests, 
and a Boland sponsored car, truck, mo-
torcycle show for all.  Weather permit-
ting, the new splash pad will be opened 
as well. Come one come all to the fun-
filled park day on Saturday, April 18. 
There will be music and a concert pro-

vided also. 
 
Love Thy Neighbor is approaching and if you are 

a homeowner and your house needs repair or re-
placement, you’re not physically or financially able, 
call Second Baptist Church for an application. Vol-
unteers are also desired!  Design reflects identity.

From The Mayor’s Desk...

JIM ARICO, MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

Sunday-Wednesday, April 
19-22, Jim Stauffer will be 
the guest speaker at the Barry 
Church of Christ.  Sunday's 
meeting time is from 9:15 
a.m.-12 p.m., with a dinner to 
follow at the Barry American 
Legion.  Monday-Wednes-
day's meetings will be at 7 
p.m.  Everyone is welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

 
A week from Saturday on 

April 25 will be the birthday 
of Mike Devine. On this same 
day, there will be a party for 

Mike hosted by his family at 
the Courtyard Cafe in uptown 
Pittsfield from 1-4 p.m., with 
everyone invited.  No gifts 
please.  Maybe bring him a 
card that he can read later and 
enjoy.  And if you have a 
memory that you'd like to 
share, bring that as well.  The 
family is hoping for a good 
gathering of well wishers so 
they hope to see you there. 

Big River Band will be 
playing at the Pike County 
Senior Center next Saturday, 
April 25, with the show start-
ing at 6 p.m.  The band is very 
pleased to let everyone know 
that they are planning to have 
special guest Letha Ingram 
for this show.  Letha Ingram, 
formerly Letha Ebers, was 
once in the long time family 
show Kinfolks Opry of Bowl-
ing Green, Missouri, and is 
now in the Cannon Dam Opry 
every first and third Saturdays 
in Perry.  

Single Seniors + One has 
another "Meet, Greet, and 
Eat" planned for the near fu-
ture.  If anyone is interested, 
this not-for-profit group has 
been in existence since March 

2024 and welcomes both men 
and women that are single 
(widowed, divorced, or never 
been married), 55+, able to 
pay for their own meal out 
once a month, and who are 
willing to share in conver-
sations.  There are no dues to 
be in this and we do not 
match make.  We all have a 
good time meeting for our 
noon meal where we have a 
good meal and plenty of vis-
iting.  If interested, just call or 
text 1-217-320-8438. 

Birthdays and anniversa-
ries for this week of April 15-
21: 

April 15  Cathy Chamber-
lain, Edith Steininger 

April 17  Betty Rush 
April 18  Larry Anderson 
April 19  Kathy Dunbar 
April 20  Marni Bradshaw 
April 21  Johnny Picone, 

Kit Mefford 
 
Deepest sympathy to the 

family of Beverly Mulford 
Smith Palmer who passed 
away April 10.  She was a 
daughter, wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend, and 
she will be sorely missed.



Hubert Clark 
Lavy 

Hubert Clark Lavy, 83, of 
Silex died peacefully at his 
home on  April 4, 2026.  

He was  born March 26, 
1943 at home in Winfield to 
Hubert S “Dick” Lavy and 
Marion D. Clark Lavy. He 
was the second of five chil-
dren and the first son. He 
graduated Troy Buchanan 
High School and joined the 
carpenters' union working 
beside his father. Together 
they built many homes and 
businesses in Lincoln 
County. Hubert went on to 
work residential construc-
tion in St. Louis for several 
companies until 1985 when 
he started commercial con-
struction for Demien Con-
struction of Wentzville. He 
ran many jobs, building 
local schools, businesses, 
and Montgomery County 
jail. 

In what little spare time 
he had, he enjoyed Cardinal 
baseball, hunting, livestock 
auctions, side-by-side 
drives, and talking to 
anyone he met. Hubert 
proudly served his country 
when deployed to Vietnam.  

On Oct. 29, 1966, Hubert 
married Sharon Lee Berry. 
They were married 59 years 
and were blessed with two 
children, Tammy L. Gustin 
and husband, Lee of Win-
field, and Timothy C. Lavy 
and wife, Becky of 
Silex/Delta Junction, 
Alaska. Hubert's greatest joy 
was time with his five 
grandchildren, Lauren Paige 
Ragsdale, and husband, 
Josh, Round O S.C., Natha-
niel Clark Reagan, Warren-
ton, Claire Maureen Lavy of 
Troy, Hunter Clark Lavy 
and special friend, Simi 
Hanke, and Max Sylvester 
Lavy of Silex.  His greatest 
joy was his great-grand-
child, Charlotte Grace Rags-
dale. 

Hubert is survived by his 
wife, Sharon; their children 
and grandchildren along 
with other in-laws; numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 

Hubert was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
four siblings, Deidre J. Leit-
man and husband, Bud, 
Kenneth Dale Lavy and 
wife, Rita, Gerald Leroy 
Lavy and Wanda Y. David) 
Williamson and husband, 
David; and brothers-in-law, 
Paul “Bud” Leitman and 
David Williamson. 

Hubert lived a good life 
full of family, friends and 
community. His memory 
lives on through all who 
knew him. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family request donations be 
made to Veterans Coffee 
Talk in Troy. 

Visitation was from 3-7 
p.m., Wednesday at McCoy-
Blossom Funeral Homes & 
Crematory in Troy. 

A memorial service fol-
lowed at 7 p.m., Wednesday 
at the funeral home. 

Family and friends may 
sign the online guestbook @ 
www.mccoyblossomfh.com 

David Brian 
Webber 

David Brian Webber, 80, 
of New London died Sat-
urday, March 28, 2026, at 
his home in New London.  

He was born Feb. 19, 
1946, in Saint John, New 
Brunswick, Canada. Raised 
in St. Stephen, New Bruns-
wick, by his adoptive par-
ents, Elsie and Robert 
Webber. David remained 
deeply connected to his Ca-
nadian roots throughout his 
life. He spent 26 years in 

Taymouth, New Brunswick, 
along the Nashwaak River, 
where he was active in the 
community and a longtime 
member of the Taymouth 
Recreation Council. 

David was known for his 
kindness, reliability, and 
quiet strength. He took great 
pride in coaching his chil-
dren in hockey and baseball. 
He was an electrician by 
trade for over 40 years. 

He moved to Missouri in 
1998 and married Frances 
L. Gibbons Wheeler on 
Sept. 15, 1999. 

He worked as an electri-
cian for Bleigh Construction 
from 1999 until his retire-
ment. 

In retirement, David en-
joyed dancing at the Ar-
mory, listening to live 
music, taking Sunday drives 
through the countryside, 
watching westerns and The 
Curse of Oak Island, and 
spending time with friends 
and family. He had a gift for 
making friends wherever he 
went. 

David will be deeply 
missed by his wife, family, 
and their beloved animals. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Frances; daughter 
Carmen Colford and hus-
band, Mackie of Taymouth, 
New Brunswick, Canada; 
son, Darren Webber and 
wife, Jenn of Taymouth, 
New Brunswick, Canada; 
son, Duane Webber and 
wife, Michelle of Truro, 
Nova Scotia; daughter, Sab-
rena Craft Grisham and hus-
band, Doug of Alvarado, 
Texas; son, Marvin Webber 
and wife, Tessa of Hannibal; 
and daughter, Johnna and 
husband, Mark of Gerald.  
He was a proud grandfather 
to Catlin, Ashtyn, Macken-
zie, Jack, Carson, Madison, 
Riley, Kiersten, Jonathan, 
Matthew, Ciara, Thomas, 
and Brooke; and a great-
grandfather to Gavin, Gray-
son, Douglas, Ember, 
Rogan, and Mason. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his birth 
mother, Goldie White, and a 
sister, Anne. 

At David’s request, no 
formal services will be held. 
His family encourages those 
who wish to honor his mem-
ory to do so through acts of 
kindness.  His legacy lives 
on in the stories shared, the 
lessons he taught, and the 
love he gave so freely. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana was in charge of 
cremation rites. 

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

Eddie J. Bland 
Eddie J. Bland , 67, of 

Vandalia on Sunday, April 5, 
2026, at Hannibal Regional 
Hospital. 

He was born Feb. 14, 
1959, in Louisiana, the son 
of the late Jimmie Bland and 
Norma Todd Bland. He was 
a man of Christian faith and 
attended the First Christian 
Church in Vandalia. 

Eddie found great joy in 
life's simple pleasures. He 
loved bowling, walking 
through car shows, watch-
ing wrestling, and listening 
to classic 80’s rock ‘n roll. 
He never missed a chance to 
stop for a McDonald’s 
cheeseburger on his way to 
or from doctor visits. In his 
earlier years he loved barbe-
cuing and spending time 
with family, sharing good 
food, and good company. 

He is survived by his 
mother, Norma Bland; two 
brothers, Randy Bland and 
Lyle Bland; a sister, Karen 
Luder; and four nephews, 
Justin Bland, Josh Luder, 
Matthew Luder, and Mark 
Luder. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Jimmie Bland, 
and his twin brothers, Don-
nie and Ronnie Bland. 

A visitation in honor of 
Eddie’s life was at Waters 
Funeral Home in Vandalia 
on Wednesday from 5-7 
p.m. 

Funeral services were at 
11 a.m., Thursday at Waters 
Funeral Home. Pastor Jamie 
Franke officiated. Burial 
followed in Vandalia Ceme-

tery. 
Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Baptist 
Home of Tri-County or the 
Vandalia First Christian 
Church, c/o Waters Funeral 
Home. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family and 
video tribute viewed on 
Eddie's memorial page at 
www.watersfuneral.com. 

Terry Earl 
Schneider 

Terry Earl Schneider, 63, 
of Vandalia died Monday, 
April 6, 2026 at his home. 

He was born Feb. 3, 1963 
in St. Louis, the son of Ev-
erett and Lucille Keaton 
Schneider. Terry married 
Patricia Loraine Leach in 
1989 in St. Charles. She sur-
vives. 

Other survivors include 
two sons, Terry Schneider II  
and wife, Cindi of Vandalia, 
and Kenneth Chastain of 
Vandalia; two daughters, 
Christina Chastain, and Tara 
Haslip, all of Vandalia; two 
brothers, Lonnie and Armin 
Schneider; nine grandchil-
dren; and one great-grand-
child to be here in July; 
along with nieces, nephews, 
and a host of friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, one brother, 
Gary Schneider, and a sister, 
Sharon Harrer. 

Terry enjoyed life, espe-
cially time spent outdoors. 
He loved fishing, camping, 
and boating, and had a pas-
sion for riding motorcycles. 
Above all, Terry cherished 
the time he spent with his 
family and friends, creating 
lasting memories with those 
he cared about most. 

Visitation was from 1-3 
p.m., Saturday at Bienhoff 
Funeral Home in Vandalia. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
uneralhome.com. 

Jerry Edward 
Brown 

Jerry Edward Brown, 70, 
of Bowling Green died Sun-
day, April 5, 2026, at his res-
idence. 

Jerry was born July 10, 
1955, in Lexington, Kent., 
the son of Golden Lee and 
Ima Jean Brown. He at-
tended school in Lexington 
until the ninth grade, when 
he left school to begin work-
ing.  

Jerry worked cleaning 
septic tanks in Lexington, in 
the oil fields in Oklahoma, 
painting houses in Califor-
nia and later moved to 
Bowling Green June 10, 
1992, and worked for Ray 
Inlow painting houses.  

In his spare time, Jerry 
enjoyed working outside, 
mowing and fishing. He 
loved all animals, but espe-
cially his cats. 

Those left to carry his 
memories include his part-
ner and companion for 35 
years, Bonnie Lawson of 
Bowling Green; stepchil-
dren, Dean Handley and 
husband John of Nevada, 
and Sammy Handley and 
wife, Stacey of California; a 
brother, Jeffrey Brown of 
Hannibal and special friend, 
Sue. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents. 

Memorials may be made 
to the funeral home to help 
with final expenses. 

Cremation rites are under 
the direction of Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Homes & Cre-
matory, in Bowling Green. 

Leo Garnett 
Kerns 

Leo Garnett Kerns, 74, of 
Bowling Green died Friday, 
April 3, 2026, at his home. 

Funeral services were 
Thursday at 2 p.m., at Bibb-
Veach Funeral Homes and 
Crematory in Bowling 
Green with The Rev. Rich-
ard Epperson officiating. 
Burial was in Memorial 
Gardens Cemetery in Bowl-
ing Green.  

Visitation was Thursday 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., at the 
funeral home. 

Leo was born Aug. 20, 
1951, in Cyrene to Leslie 
and Garnett Lovell Kerns. 
He was united in marriage 
to Marsha Buchanan on 
May 27, 2000. She survives. 

Also surviving are chil-
dren, Kim Dawson and hus-
band, Keith, Shawn Kerns 
and wife, Tori, Gary Hamil-
ton Jr., and wife, Brett, Step-
henie Hamilton Stone, and 
Brian Wright and wife, Ra-
chel; a son-in-law, Allan 
Brown; grandchildren, Day-
lan Brown, Cody Brown, 
Alaina Brown, Paige Willis, 
Olivia Dawson, Natalee 
Hollingsworth, Breanna 
Schlueter, Brayden Wright, 
Jacen Wright, Elijah Wright, 
and Coy Hamilton; great-
grandchildren, Emery 
Brown, Paisley Brown, 
Liam Brown, Remi Brown, 
Berkley Brown, Copelynn 
Brown, Harper Willis, Stella 
Willis, and Roman Hol-
lingsworth; best friend and 
nephew, Ed Kerns; and a 
sister, Virginia “Faye” 
Inlow. 

Leo was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
siblings, Leslie “Buddy” 
Kerns, Glenda Hanson, and 
William “Bill” Kerns; and 
daughter, Melinda Brown. 

He was a 1969 graduate 
of Bowling Green High 
School. After graduation he 
attended Linn Tech where 
he graduated in 1971 with 
an associate degree in de-
sign drafting. He worked at 
Bowling Green Redi-Mix 
and operated Kerns Con-
struction for over 50 years. 

Leo loved building things 
and woodworking. He was 
always tinkering around the 
house. He was there to lend 
a helping hand whenever 
anyone asked. He was the 
best concrete finisher in 
Pike County. He loved get-
togethers with family and 
friends. If the music was 
playing, he was dancing 
with a Busch Light in his 
hand. Leo had the best sense 
of humor and always had a 
smile on his face. Everyone 
said he was the nicest, most 
good-hearted man. When he 
loved it was with his whole 
heart. 

Pallbearers were Darin 
Inlow, Kevin Inlow, Eric 
Benn, Bobby Kerns, Eddie 
Grote, and Terry Harrison. 

Donations may be made 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hos-
pital. 

Evelyn Clark 
Evelyn Clark was born 

April 5, 1938 in Bowling 
Green to Samuel and Vir-
ginia Murphy Clark. 

Visitation was Saturday 
from 1-2 p.m., at Church of 
the Nazarene in Bowling 
Green. 

Memorial service was 
Saturday at 2 p.m., at the 
church.  

She attended the local 
schools and  graduated from 
Bowling Green High 
School. Evelyn later became 
a certified nurses’s aide and 
worked for Pike County 
Memorial  Hospital for over 
10 years; and later worked 
for Moore-Pike Nursing 
Home for over 25 years.  
She participated in work-
place events such as the 
bowling and softball 

leagues.  Evelyn enjoyed 
playing card games with 
family and friends such as 
TONK, Bid Whist, Pity Pat, 
and bingo.   

She would stay up for 
hours playing Super Mario 
Brothers on the Nintendo,  
But more than anything, 
Evelyn  loved being sur-
rounded by her family and 
friends. Her grandkids, and 
great-grandkids were her 
pride and joy.  

She made certain foods 
that can never be duplicated 
such as her dirt cakes, and 
her “world famous” maca-
roni and cheese.  Her sense 
of humor was like no other 
because if you did some-
thing nice for her, she would 
reply by telling you, “you’re 
sweet as bear meat”.  Evelyn 
was loved and will be truly 
missed.   

She is survived by three 
children, Eddie Clark and 
wife, Tina of Louisiana,  
Wesley Clark and wife, Le-
ticia of Troy, and Tina Lane 
and husband, Marcus of 
Bowling Green; a host of 
grandchildren; great-grand-
children; and great-great 
grandchildren; a sister, Do-
rothea Mae Cropp; and 
many other relatives and 
friends. 

Evelyn was preceded in 
death by her parents, Sam-
uel and Virginia Clark; and 
siblings, Stephen Clark, 
George Leroy "Bo" Clark 
and Edith Clark. 

Family and friends may 
sign the online guestbook @ 
www.mccoyblossomfh.com 

Marjorie  
Derlene Elliott 

Marjorie Darlene Elliott 
died Tuesday, March 31, 
2026, at Maple Grove Nurs-
ing Home in Louisiana. 

Marjorie was born Aug. 
6, 1934, to Raymond D. and 
Lucille Irene Elston Broyles 
in Winfield. She grew up 
and attended school in Win-
field. For a short time, Mar-
jorie lived in East St. Louis 
working for Coca-Cola Bot-
tling Company. Later she 
was a seamstress in the gar-
ment factories located in 
Elsberry and Clarksville. 

She married Lonnie El-
liott on Oct. 19,1957. They 
shared many wonderful 
years together in Whiteside 
raising their daughters. For 
a time, Lonnie was pastor of 
Whiteside Baptist church. 
Marjorie served alongside 
him faithfully taking on the 
role of a pastor's wife. Many 
cakes and cobblers were 
transported across town to 
the church and enjoyed by 
the congregation. She 
“loved with food” being a 
terrific cook who fed her 
family and guests well. 
Even after moving to Bowl-
ing Green in later years, she 
continued to host family 
gatherings. Marjorie and 
Lonnie would create crafts 

together, setting up at local 
events and selling items. 
Their biggest joy was to 
give them as gifts to family 
members. Many are now 
treasured by loved ones. 

Margie always had a kind 
& caring spirit. She had a 
deep faith and was a devout 
Christian. 

Preceding her in death 
are her parents; husband, 
Lonnie Elliott; brothers, 
Carlos Broyles, Dallas 
Broyles, and Kenneth 
Broyles; sisters, Laverna 
Vaughn and Virginia Fergu-
son, 

She is survived by two 
daughters, Peggy Thornhill 
of Tampa, Fla., and Sharon 
Ingram and husband, Roger 
of Bowling Green; three 
granddaughters, Tina 
Sprague and husband, Rod-
ney, Amber James and hus-
band, Cory and Ginger 
Summers and husband, Jus-
tin; eight great-grandchil-
dren: Dustin Bird, Mary and 
Dylan Bird, Ryleigh, Ethan 
Martin, Anna Martin, Brady 
Martin, Matthew Hembree, 
Madelyn Hembree, and 
Bjorn Summers; five great-
great-grandchildren, Ricky 
and Reagan Bird, Audrey 
and Callie Bird and Carson 
Shew; along with numerous 
nephews, nieces and other 
loved ones. 

Pallbearers were Ryan 
Dustin Bird, Rhett Dylan 
Bird, Ethan Martin, Brady 
Martin, and Matthew Hem-
bree. Honorary pallbearers 
were Annaliese Martin, 
Madelyn Hembree, and 
Bjorn Summers. 

Memorials can be made 
to Oak Grove Cemetery and 
Community Loving Care 
Hospice. 

 

Hiram ‘Hank’ 
Michael 
Luebrecht 

Heaven gained a beauti-
ful angel on Friday, April 3, 
2026, when Hiram “Hank” 
Michael Luebrecht was born 
into his mother’s arms be-
fore passing to be lovingly 
accepted into Jesus’ warm 
embrace. 

Private graveside services 
were held Wednesday at St. 
Clement Cemetery with 
Deacon Mark Dobelmann 
officiating.  

Bibb-Veach Funeral 
Homes & Crematory han-
dled the arrangements. 

Hiram was born in St. 
Louis to Lane Michael and 
Lorryn Kathryn Bolte Lue-
brecht of Curryville. 

He is survived by his par-
ents, grandparents, Michael 
“Mike” and Linda King Lue-
brecht of Middletown,  and 
Michael “Mike” and Karen 
Wommack Bolte of Bowling 
Green; great-grandma, Mary 
E. Grothaus Wommack of 
Silex; aunt, Emily Luebrecht 
of Warrensburg; uncle and 
aunt, Godparents, Jason and 
Jesse VanBooven Bolte of 
Big Springs; cousins, Jordan, 
Josie and Jack Bolte. Numer-
ous great-aunts and uncles. 

Hiram is preceded in 
death by great-grandparents, 
Clarence and Charlotte Luck 
Luebrecht; Guy and Irene 
Parsons King; William 
“Bill” and Dorothy Loeffler 
Bolte; and Henry “Hank” 
Wommack. 

Memorials may be made 
to the wishes of the family.

WE WELCOME 
YOUR  
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National Garden Month 
is observed in April, when 
gardeners are impatiently 
waiting to exercise their 
green thumbs, said Univer-
sity of Missouri Extension 
horticulturist David Trin-
klein. 

“Planting a garden is 
more than just a hobby. It’s 
a forward-thinking step to-
ward a healthier, more ful-
filling life,” said Trinklein. 
“Whether you have a 
sprawling backyard, a small 
suburban patio or a single 
sunny windowsill, cultivat-
ing plants provides a wide 
range of physical, mental 
and environmental bene-
fits.” 

From the therapeutic act 
of getting your hands in the 
soil to the nutritional re-
wards of harvesting your 
own food, gardening offers 
a unique intersection of 
wellness and sustainability, 
he said. 

Trinklein explains some 
of the benefits of planting a 
garden. 

Improved  
Physical Health 

Gardening is an effective 
form of low-impact, mod-

erate-intensity exercise that 
can strengthen muscles, im-
prove flexibility and boost 
cardiovascular health. 

Good exercise. Tasks 
such as digging, planting, 
weeding, and hauling mulch 
work different muscle 
groups. Thirty minutes of 
gardening can burn as many 
calories as walking 2 miles 
at a brisk pace. 

Enhanced dexterity. Han-
dling tools and plants can 
help maintain hand strength 
and flexibility, which is 
especially beneficial for 
older adults. 

Vitamin D boost. Spend-
ing time in the sun while 
gardening helps your body 
synthesize Vitamin D, 
which is essential for bone 
health and a strong immune 
system. 

Increased Mental, 
Emotional Wellness 

Increased mental and 
emotional wellness 

Tending a garden serves 
as a mechanism for stress 
reduction, often acting as a 
form of horticultural ther-
apy. 

Reduced stress and anx-
iety.  Gardening lets you 

step away from computer 
screens and connect with 
nature, reducing levels of 
the stress hormone cortisol. 

Reduced mental fatigue. 
The sensory aspects – such 
as the smell of soil, the feel-
ing of plants and the quiet of 
the outdoors – encourage 
mindfulness and reduce 
mental fatigue. 

Cognitive benefits. Reg-
ular gardening has been as-
sociated with a lower risk of 
dementia. 

Sense of accomplish-
ment. Nurturing a seed from 
planting to harvest offers a 
profound sense of purpose 
and increased self-esteem. 

Nutrition, Diet 
Improvements 

Growing your own fruit 
and vegetables ensures that 
you have access to fresh and 
nutritious food right outside 
your door. 

Greater vegetable intake. 
Gardeners are more likely to 
consume a diet high in vege-
tables and fiber, reducing 
the risk of certain chronic 
diseases. 

Better flavor and quality. 
Homegrown produce often 
tastes better because it is 

harvested at peak ripeness, 
unlike store-bought produce 
that may be harvested early 
and transported long dis-
tances. 

Safe, pesticide-free food. 
Gardeners have control over 
how their food is grown, al-
lowing them to avoid the 
use of pesticides. 

Environmental 
Benefits 

Environmental benefits 
Gardening turns your liv-

ing space into a “green 
zone” that helps the sur-
rounding ecosystem. 

Reducing carbon foot-
print. Growing food at home 
reduces the need for trans-
port, packaging and refrig-
eration; composting yard 
waste reduces methane 
emissions from landfills. 

Air and soil purification. 
Plants improve air quality 
by absorbing carbon dioxide 
and releasing oxygen. Their 
roots also help stabilize soil 
which helps to curb erosion. 

Supporting pollinators. 
Planting flowers and vege-
tables provides crucial hab-
itats and food sources for 
bees, butterflies and other 
pollinators. 

Social Connection, 
Community 

Gardening can bridge so-
cietal gaps and form con-
nections, both at home and 
within the community. 

Intergenerational bond-
ing. Gardening connects 
adults and youths through 
shared, hands-on tasks, fos-
tering mutual respect and 
passing down cultural 
knowledge. 

Community building. 
Participating in community 
gardens allows neighbors to 

share resources, thus 
strengthening local bonds 
and enhancing neighbor-
hood beautification. 

 
“In short, gardening is an 

opportunity to create a liv-
ing tapestry that reflects 
your personal style, supports 
the environment and pro-
vides a space for relaxation 
and enjoyment,” said Trin-
klein. “To quote the late Au-
brey Hepburn, ‘To plant a 
garden is to believe in to-
morrow.’” 

Plant A Garden And Believe In Tomorrow

THANK YOU 
I would like to thank everyone who 

voted for me in the April 7 election. 
I would also like to thank those who 

let me put my signs on your property - 
greatly appreciated. 

I will to be best of my ability serve the 
citizens of Vandalia with transparency 
and honesty. 

Travis Case
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Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to: peoplestri-
bune@sbcglobal.net

On March 19: The an-
nual meeting of the Noix 
Creek Cemetery Association 
will be at 2 p.m., at the Elm-
wood Community Church 
in Louisiana. Please plan to 
attend.

 Gladys M. 
McCarty 

Gladys M. McCarty, 70, 
of Columbia died peacefully 
Tuesday, April 7, 2026, with 
her family by her side. 

Visitation was Sunday 
from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at 
McCoy Blossom Funeral 
Homes & Crematory in 
Troy. 

A funeral service fol-
lowed at 1:30 p.m., Sunday 
at the funeral home with 
Pastor Don Amelung offici-
ating. Interment was in 
Hawk Point City Cemetery. 
Following the interment, the 
family hosted a Celebration 
of Life at the Hawk Point 
V.F.W. Post.  

She was born July 12, 
1955, in Logan, W.V., to Jef-
ferson and Goldie Smith 
Jackson. Gladys grew up in 
the hills of West Virginia 
with her four siblings.  Gla-
dys was married Dec. 2, 
1982 to Dennis McCarty at 
Ft. Smith, Ark. The couple 
enjoyed traveling and 
spending time with their 
family. Working hard was 
no stranger to Gladys. She 
drove a truck for Creech 
Brothers for many years. 
Taking care of her children 
was her number one priority. 
She was a nurturing, loving, 
and caring mother and 
grandmother to her children, 
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. Gladys will 
be greatly missed and long 
remembered by all those 
who knew and loved her.  

Survivors are her family 
members, her husband, 
Dennis McCarty of Wright 
City; four children, a son, 
Thomas Spurlock and wife, 
Heather of Columbia; his 
children, Dalton, Tanner, 
Jacob, Raylen;  a daughter, 
Susan Diaz and husband 
Jesus Antonio of Columbia; 
her children: Michael Irvin 
and wife, Mia; their chil-
dren, Taylor, Davien, Meli-
nah, Zenzaylla; Michelle 
Irvin; her children, Keigan, 
Elijah, Gabriel, Kai; Da-
mien Irvin: his child, Jaylee; 
Ashley Irvin; her children: 
Cilas, Skye; Axel Irvin and 
wife, Hanna; their child, 
Oliver; son, James Spurlock 
and wife, Latashia of Lake 
Charles, La.; his children, 
James Jr., Devin, Gianna; 
son, Johnny Spurlock and 
wife, Jessica of Hawk Point; 
his children, Shellyann 
Avant and husband, Brian; 
their children, Zoey and 
Bryson, Matthew Spurlock 
and wife, Gaby,  Adam, 
Luke Spurlock; three step-
children, Jeremy Hoard and 
wife, Tasha of Wright City; 
Jody McCarty and wife, Ta-
shina of Wright City; Billy 
McCarty and wife, Tasha of 
Warrenton; with many more 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren she dearly 
loved. Also her best friend, 
a lifelong sister, Suzi Um-
phenour and husband, Jim 
of New Florence. 

Gladys was preceded in 
death by her parents, four 
siblings, and an infant son, 
Jimmy Ray Spurlock Jr. 

Memorials may be made 
to Susan Diaz, c/o McCoy-
Blossom Funeral Homes & 
Crematory. Family and 
friends are invited to sign 
our guestbook @ www. 
mccoyblossomfh.com. 

Patricia ‘Pat’ 
Wilderman 

Patricia "Pat" Wilderman, 
71, of Silex died Tuesday, 
April 7, 2026 at her home. 

She was born June 6, 
1954 in Birmingham, Ala., 
to John and Marianne Hod-
nett. Pat attended the local 
schools and obtained an as-
sociate degree at University 
of Alabama. Pat had worked 
as a real estate agent for 
over 20 years. She was very 
professional and dedicated 
to her clients. On Aug. 26, 
2000, Bill Wilderman and 
Patricia were united in mar-
riage and she moved to Mis-
souri. She and Bill loved to 
ride horses together with all 
their friends. 

Pat is survived by her 
husband, Bill Wilderman of 
Silex;  four daughters, 
Christine and Stephanie 
Haygood, Erin Fensom, and 
Angela Johnson; two grand-
children; one sister, Mimi; 
and many other relatives 
and friends. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, two 
sisters and a son, Eric Wil-
derman. 

A memorial service to be 
held at a later date. 

Family and friends may 
sign the online guestbook @ 
www.mccoyblossomfh.com. 

Joseph Leon 
Spangler 

Joseph Leon Spangler, 
Sr., 89, of Clarksville died 
Friday, April 10, 2026 at his 
home in Clarksville. 

According to his wishes 
he will be cremated and no 
services will be held. 

 He was born Jan. 14, 
1937 in Clarksville to Paul 
Jacob and Ida Conner Span-
gler. He was married to 
Helen Ilene Tobias on Sept. 
13, 1958 in Louisiana. She 
preceded him in death on 
Nov. 16, 2017. He was also 
preceded in death by his 
parents, two sons, William 
Spangler and Patrick Span-
gler, who died in infancy, a 
daughter Tammy Charlene 
Kluegel, and a sister, Eliza-
beth Cantrell. 

 He is survived by a 
daughter, Marsha Waite of 
Clarksville; three sons, Jo-
seph Spangler, Jr., of 
Clarksville, Gerald Spangler 
and wife, Arlene of Rock 
Springs, Wyo., and Paul 
Spangler and wife, Lori of 
Louisiana; 12 grandchil-
dren, 38 great-grandchil-
dren; and a brother, Nelson 
Eugene Spangler of Paris. 

 Joseph was a Baptist by 
faith. He worked as a com-
mercial fisherman for many 
years, was a cement mason, 
and a timberman employed 
with Tobias Timber Co. 

 Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is in charge of 
cremation rites. 

Online condolences may 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com.

OBITUARIES 
Continued from page 4
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THANK YOU 

A heartfelt thanks to our cus-
tomers for your patronage of the 
B&B over the past 55 years. 

The relationships built over the 
last 5 1/2 decades are highly 
valued. 

We are grateful and appreciative 
to the people that came to the auc-
tion. 

Bob & JoAnn Cannon

PUT OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS 

TO WORK  
FOR YOU

Auxiliary To VFW Post 
2173 Holds Meeting
The Auxiliary to VFW 

Post 2173 met on Thursday, 
April 9 at the Vandalia Area 
Fairgrounds.  

President Victoria Shaw 
called the 7 p.m., meeting 
to order. Opening cere-
monies were observed. 

The March meeting mi-
nutes were approved as cor-
rected. The treasurer's 
report was given and filed 
for review. Correspondence 
was read from the Friends 
of Mid-Missouri Fisher 
House thanking the auxil-
iary for the recent $100 do-
nation, from the Missouri 
Veterans' Home Assistance 
League inviting auxiliary 
members to attend the 2026 
Monetary & Volunteer 
Awards Luncheon on April 
15, from the Missouri Vet-
erans' Home announcing 
the annual golf scramble 
and requesting donations, 
and from the National 
Home thanking the auxil-
iary for donations and re-
questing more. 

During the business 
meeting it was decided it 
was decided to donate 
another $100 to the Na-
tional Home, to sponsor a 
hole for $150 at the Mis-
souri Veterans' Home golf 
scramble and to award four 
$300 scholarships to Van-
Far High School seniors. 
The VFW Post 2173 do-
nated funds to help with the 
scholarship awards. The 
Jan.-Feb.-March quarterly 
audit report was presented 
and accepted. The officers 
for the 2026-2027 year 
were elected and will be in-
stalled at the April meeting 
by Val Galloway past auxil-
iary president. The officers 
elected were President Vic-
toria Shaw, Senior Vice 
President Val Galloway, 
Junior Vice President 
Wanda Winders, Secretary 
Joy Davis, Treasurer Judy 
Hull, Chaplain Lionel 
Shaw, Conductress Ruth 
Miller, and Guard June Wil-
lis. 

All committee reports 
are due by April 15. The 
Senior Awards Night at 
Van-Far High School will 
be Tuesday, May 12. 

Closing ceremonies were 
observed and the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

The five members at-
tending were Joy Davis, 
Judy Hull, Lionel Shaw, 
Victoria Shaw and June 
Willis. 

The next scheduled aux-
iliary meeting is Thursday, 
May 14 at the Vandalia 
Area Fairgrounds. The time 
of the meeting will be 7 
p.m. All members are en-
couraged to attend.

2025 Advocate Award 
The recipient of the 2025 Louisiana Community 

Betterment Association Advocate Award was pre-
sented to Mr. Michael Sherman during the Chamber 
of Commerce Banquet.  The banquet took place on 
Thursday, April 9.  Each year the LCBA seeks out can-
didates within the community who volunteer their time 
and talents, making Louisiana a better place.  “Mike 
gives a lot of volunteer hours to this community, in a 
variety of ways and LCBA was pleased to present this 
award to him,” said Diana Huckstep, LCBA Chairper-
son.  If anyone knows someone they would like to be 
recognized in the future, please contact Diana Huck-
step at 314-640-4420 or by email at 
Lmocombtrmt@yahoo.com. Pictured, from left: Mi-
chael Sherman and Diana Huckstep, LCBA chairper-
son. 



YARD SALE - Thurs-
day & Friday, 7:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m., Mason Lodge 
across from MASH on 
Court St., Bowling Green. 
Girl and women’s clothes, 
shoes, books, toys, lots of 
other items. Come & see. 
Petermans. 

USED DOUBLEWIDE 
- DUTCH. Amish built in 
Indiana, excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 bath. FI-
NANCING. Call for info 
573-249-3333, markt-
wainmobilehomes. com. 
(tf) 

I BUY . . . . . used mo-
bile homes. Call or text 
573-338-6250 or email 
GregS.CDH@outlook.co
m.  

SELF-STORAGE - In 
Vandalia. Units in 3 sizes 
- 10x20, 10x10, and 
8x10. L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 

T W O - B E D R O O m 
Clarksville apartment. 
Great area, new paint 
and flooring. See to ap-
preceiate. 636-795-1808. 

 
MODERN MATURITY 

BUILDING - Vandalia - 
Family reunion, shower, 
birthday. Call Art Wiser, 
594-3224. (tf) 

LAST RUGER AR-
556'S. $575. MO. Fire-
arms Co. 573-470-9111. 
(c4-21) 

 
REFURNISHED COM-

PUTERS, parts, acces-
sories. Call Geeky Hillbilly 
Computers 573-324-
7176.  

 
GOOD used tires, pas-

senger & light truck, $15 
& up. Vandalia Firestone 
& Appliance, 594-6624.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling Green.  

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prosecuted. 
Not responsible for in-
juries or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not respon-
sible for accidents on 
property.  

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - Out-
side house cleaning, 
soffitts, driveways, decks, 
patios, fence cleaning, 
farm equipment, and 
trailers. Free estimates. 
573-253-8811. (tf) 

 
 

RICK’S LAWN EQUIP-
MENT & GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, and parts. 
Used golf cars and 
mowers. Hwy. 54 West, 
Louisiana, MO 63353, 
573-754-5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERVICES 
LLC - B.G. computer re-
pair & recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or res-
idential, septic pumping & 
repair, sewer augering & 
repair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty rent-
als. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

NAME DOILIES - 
Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great per-
sonal gifts. 217-656-3654 
annahcx-@gmail.com. 
(tf) 

 

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commercial 
or residential, portable 
toilet rental, job sites, 
special events, auctions. 
Brown’s Septic Pumping, 
206 Brown Lane, Louisi-
ana, 754-5812. 

 

FOR RENT
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 9 A.M.  
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GARAGE SALES NO HUNTING

FOR RENT

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$42,950

Stock #T5202A - 2023 Ford F-150, 
 Interior Color Black/Slate Gray, Exterior 

Color Stone Gray Metallic, 4WD, Auto  
 31,435 Miles

Poage Ford

CALL 324-6111 TO PLACE YOUR ADS

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

MOBILE HOMES

SERVICES SERVICES

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Pike County Highway Dept., is now 

accepting bids for a new tractor with a 
trade in of a 2017 X6.430 McCormick 
tractor with approximately 4,483 hours. 

Sealed bids must be received at the 
Pike County Clerk’s Office, 115 W. Main 
St., Bowling Green, MO 63334 by 10 
a.m., Thursday, April 23, 2026. 

Please contact Pike County Highway 
Dept., for specifications, questions or to 
view trade in at 573-324-3902.  

Pike County reserves the right to ac-
cept or reject any or all bids.

FOR SALE

DEADLINE FOR 
ADVERTISING 

IS  
9 A.M.,  

MONDAY

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

GRAND OPENING 
Girod NEW 
Greenhouse 

Saturday, April 18 

Good Selection Of Hanging 
Flower Pots & Vegetable Plants 
19256 Pike 476 - Bowling Green

SERVICES
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