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CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Jesse Vaughn has played 
a lot of impressive places, 
but always enjoys getting 
back to his roots. 

It’s somehow fitting, be-
cause Vaughn’s tunes often 
lean toward your parents’ 
country music tastes. 

Raintree Arts Council is 
hosting a concert by the Els-
berry musician on Saturday, 
May 2, at The Apple Shed in 
Clarksville. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m., with opening act 
Brayden Reynolds at 6 and 
Vaughn at 7:30. Tickets are 
$10 at the door, with food 
and drinks available for an 
additional cost. 

“It should be a pretty fun 
time,” Vaughn said. “I’m 
looking forward to it.” 

The 21-year-old singer-
songwriter started playing 
guitar at age 10. Within a 
couple of years, he was per-
forming small gigs and by 
15 talent carried him to 
larger venues. 

“It’s kind of taken off 
from there,” he said. 

Country music has 
broadened its appeal in the 
last couple of decades, and 
Vaughn certainly embraces 
it. But there’s something 
about traditional tunes such 
as “Mama Tried,” “He 
Stopped Loving Her Today” 
and “Folsom Prison Blues.” 

“Older country is defi-
nitely my inspiration,” he 
said. “That’s what I liked 

when I was younger.” 
The catalogue isn’t 

strictly boots and broad 
hats. Along the way, Vaughn 
does a little genre-bending 
with songs such as “Hey, 
Jude” by The Beatles, “Al-
ready Gone” by The Eagles 
and “The Ballad of Billy the 
Kid” by Billy Joel. 

And then there are the 
originals. His first, at age 
16, was “Something Brings 
Me Down,” an insightful la-
ment whose story sounds as 
if it had been told by a much 
older man. It can be heard in 
part of the chorus:  “And I 
thought I’d leave your 
memory behind me in that 
town, but it seems like ev-
erywhere I go, something 
brings me down.” 

 
   One that’s caught atten-

tion is “Old School Coun-
try,” co-written with veteran 
Nashville producer and 
touring musician Bill 
Whyte, who was working at 
Bowling Green radio station 
KPCR (now KJFM) in the 
early 1970s when he penned 
his first hit, “Mo Mo the 
Missouri Monster.” 

“Jesse reminds me a bit 
of myself when I grew up in 
Elsberry, as he has,” Whyte 
said. “He has a great love 
for playing music, and has 
started writing his own 
songs. I was his first co-
writer, I think, when he 
came to Nashville with his 
parents and we sat down 
and wrote a song that has a 
lot of both of our values in 
it, ‘Old School Country.’” 

The violin-and-guitar-
based song is filled with re-
latable experiences without 
being formulaic. It mentions 
a rusty pickup, a fishing 
hole, praying before dinner 
and placing a hand over the 
heart when the American 
flag flies. The gap between 
classic and modern is nar-
rowed when Vaughn sings 
that he has Willie Nelson, 
Merle Haggard and Hank 

Williams on his Spotify 
audio streaming service. 

Perhaps the song’s best 
statement is the line “Well, 
I love rock ‘n’ roll, but if it’s 
all the same, I’d rather sing 
something with a little bit of 
twang.” 

Vaughn, whose shows 
and songs can be found on 
Facebook, is coming to 
Clarksville after recent con-
certs in St. Louis, Chicago 
and Nashville. He’s been to 
Music City four times now 
and recorded there twice. 
New material is planned for 
release in the next couple of 
months. Two of the songs 
will be “Stand Tall, Sing 
Loud” and “Older.” 

While recording is essen-
tial, playing live is what ex-
cites Vaughn. 

“I like the energy of it,” 
he said. “I feed off the 
energy of the people. They 
can expect to have a good 
time.” 

 
   Vaughn has played at 

The Apple Shed before. He 
was featured during Clarks-
ville Applefest in October 
2024. Highlights included 
“Tight Fittin’ Jeans,” “I 
Wanna Play House With 
You,” “Cold, Cold Heart,” 
“The Auctioneer,” “The 
Gambler,” “Witchy 
Woman,” “Honky Tonk 
Blues,” “Heartbreak Hotel,” 
“Heartaches By the 
Number” and “I’ll Fly 
Away.” 

Vaughn says Whyte has 
helped him learn more 
about the music business, 
and he looks forward to 
building upon success. 

“I’m proud of what Jesse 
has accomplished so far, 
and there’s much more to 
come, I’m sure,” Whyte 
said. 

“I hope to make it a full-
time career and do it the rest 
of my life – to enjoy it the 
rest of my life,” Vaughn 
said. “I never want to get 
burned out on it.”

Bowling Green R-I Teachers, Staff 
To See Pay Raise For Next Year

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

The City of Silex is fac-
ing a potential disruption in 
water service as officials 
work to address an outstand-
ing balance owed to the Pike 
County Public Water Supply 
District. 

According to a public no-
tice from the city, approx-
imately $20,000 is owed to 
the water district, with a 
deadline of May 1 to bring 
the account current or risk 
disconnection of wholesale 
water service. 

Mayor Lynne Luckett 
said in a public statement 
that the balance accumu-
lated over several months 
due to a combination of in-
frastructure issues and gov-
ernance challenges. She 
noted that increased water 
pressure from a newer pipe-
line led to multiple system 

leaks in older portions of the 
city, requiring costly emer-
gency repairs that reduced 
available operating funds. 

Luckett also stated that 
the city has been unable to 
process payments in a 
timely manner due to the 
Board of Aldermen’s re-
peated inability to establish 
a quorum since January. 
Under Missouri law and 
local ordinances, payments 
of that size require board ap-
proval and cannot be made 
unilaterally by the mayor. 

“Failure to meet our fi-
nancial obligations could re-
sult not only in disruption of 
water service, but also in 
violations related to certi-
fied system operation and 
ongoing infrastructure proj-
ects,” Luckett said in the 
statement. 

To address the situation, 
the Board of Aldermen 

scheduled a special meeting 
on Monday, April 27 at the 
Silex School cafeteria. 

The agenda includes dis-
cussion of the water district 
notice, as well as options to 
resolve the outstanding bal-
ance, including the possibil-
ity of a payment 
arrangement or a short-term 
loan to cover the cost. 

City officials have indi-
cated that immediate action 
will be necessary to avoid 
service interruption. 

The situation follows re-
cent infrastructure changes 
in Silex, which began re-
ceiving water through the 
county system in 2025 after 
issues with its previous 
water source. Officials say 
maintaining compliance 
with state requirements and 
ensuring continued service 
remain top priorities as the 
deadline approaches.

Silex Faces Possible Water Shutoff 
As Board Calls Special Meeting

BY LARRY TWELLMAN 
Superintendent Nick Lar-

son recommended that the 
district increase staff sal-
aries for next school year at 
the regular meeting of the 
Bowling Green R-I Board 
of Education on Tuesday, 
April 21. The board voted to 
set the base salary for 
teachers at $40,000 for the 
2026-27 school year. That 
represents a raise of $800 
over the base salary for the 
current school year. Return-
ing teachers will receive a 
pay increase based on their 
advanced training and years 
of experience. Recent state 
legislation requires school 
districts throughout the state 
to pay a minimum of 
$40,000 to all teachers. 
Classified staff will receive 
a 2.04 percent increase. The 
total cost to the district for 
the pay raises is estimated to 
be $270,000. 

Roger Colbert, Holly 
Delgman and Tim Gamm 
were sworn in to new three-
year terms on the board. All 

were incumbents and were 
automatically elected when 
no other persons filed for 
those positions. The board 
then elected Delgman as the 
president, Gamm as the 
vice-president and ap-
pointed Tamara Scherder to 
serve as the secretary and 
Connie Bair as the treasurer. 
Gamm was also chosen to 
represent the board at meet-
ings of the Missouri School 
Boards Association. 

Abel Orf and Louis Orf, 
members of the Middle 
School Student Council, re-
quested that the board again 
sponsor recycling of paper, 
cardboard and plastic 
throughout district build-
ings. The district had a recy-
cling program in place years 
ago but paused the program 
during the Covid epidemic 
and had not restarted it 
since. The program will 
begin during the next school 
year.  

Brad Wegman of LJ Hart 
and Company proposed to 
the board that his company 

be authorized to work with 
the board for any possible 
refinancing of bond issue 
payments and to work with 
the board on a future bond 
issue. The board approved 
the arrangement. 

Larson again warned the 
board that the outlook for 
state funding for next school 
year is still “bleak”. He 
stated that despite the state 
legislature’s claim of in-
creasing funding for public 
schools for next year that he 
expects to receive less 
money per student in the 
2026-27 school year than 
the district will receive in 
the current school year. A 
decrease in state funding 
means that increases in 
spending including staff pay 
raises will need to be funded 
through local taxes rather 
than increases in state fund-
ing.  

 
The next regular meeting 

of the board will be on Tues-
day, May 19, at 5:30 p.m., in 
the district meeting room.

MO Century Farm Deadline Extended
If your farm has been in 

your family since Dec. 31, 
1926, it’s not too late to 
apply for recognition as a 
Missouri Century Farm. 

Due to technical issues 
preventing some people 
from submitting applica-
tions, the deadline to apply 
has been extended to May 
15. 

University of Missouri 
Extension, the MU College 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources, and 
Missouri Farm Bureau 
sponsor the Missouri Cen-

tury Farm program. 
To qualify, the same 

family must have owned the 
farm for 100 consecutive 
years. The line of ownership 
from the original settler or 
buyer may be through chil-
dren, grandchildren, 
siblings and nephews or 
nieces, including through 
marriage or adoption. The 
farm must be at least 40 
acres of the original land ac-
quisition and make a finan-
cial contribution to the 
overall farm income. 

Since the program began 

in 1976, more than 10,000 
Missouri farms have re-
ceived the Century Farm 
designation. 

A $140 fee covers the 
cost of a certificate, a metal 
farm sign and booklet for 
approved applicants. 
County MU Extension 
centers present these items. 

 
Details and online appli-

cation are at https://muext. 
us/ CenturyFarms. You can 
also contact your local MU 
Extension center with ques-
tions.

Young Musician Embraces Classic Country

Jesse Vaughn

Louisiana Woman Arrested For Drugs
BY BRICE CHANDLER 

EDITOR 
A Louisiana woman was 

arrested late last month fol-
lowing a traffic stop in Cal-
houn County, Ill. 

According to the Cal-
houn County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, the stop occurred on 
March 31 at approximately 
1:43 p.m., on Illinois High-
way 100 near the Joe Page 
Bridge in East Hardin. 

Following an investiga-
tion, Chelsi N. Griffin, 37, 
of Louisiana, Missouri, was 
taken into custody and 
charged with driving under 
the influence of drugs, pos-

session of a controlled sub-
stance (fentanyl), posses-
sion of a controlled 

substance (crack cocaine), 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and driving 
while license suspended. 

Griffin was arrested 
without incident and trans-
ported to the Calhoun 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
She was later booked and 
released with a notice to ap-
pear at the Calhoun County 
Courthouse in Hardin, Illi-
nois. 

All charges are allega-
tions, and the defendant is 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law.

Bowling Green R-I Hires Superintendent

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

The Bowling Green R-1 
School District has an-
nounced the selection of Dr. 
Jeff Jennewein as its next 
superintendent, with his ten-
ure set to begin July 1 for 
the 2026–27 school year. 

According to the district, 
Dr. Jennewein currently 
serves as superintendent of 
the Cole County R-1 School 
District, where he has spent 
the past four years. Prior to 
that role, he worked as an 
administrator in the Jeffer-
son City School District, 

gaining experience in a 
larger system. 

Throughout his career, 
Jennewein has focused on 
expanding opportunities for 
students while supporting 
teachers and maintaining re-
sponsible use of district re-
sources. In his current role, 
he has helped introduce Ad-
vanced Placement and dual 
credit programs, allowing 
students to earn college 
credit while still in high 
school. He has also worked 
to strengthen student sup-
port systems, contributing to 
improved graduation rates 
and academic performance. 

District officials noted 
that Jennewein places a 
strong emphasis on invest-
ing in teachers and staff, in-
cluding efforts to increase 
salaries, expand profes-
sional development oppor-
tunities, and create time for 
collaboration. He also prior-
itizes communication with 
families and community 
members, aiming to keep 
stakeholders informed and 
involved. 

In addition to academic 
initiatives, Jennewein has 
supported growth in extra-
curricular programs and stu-
dent involvement. He has 
also led efforts to improve 
school facilities and manage 
district finances with a 
focus on long-term stability. 

The district cited Jenne-
wein’s ability to connect 
with others, practical ap-
proach to problem-solving, 
and commitment to student 
success as key factors in the 
hiring decision. 

Jennewein said he is hon-
ored by the opportunity to 
serve the Bowling Green R-
1 School District and looks 
forward to becoming in-
volved in the community. 
He and his family plan to re-
locate to the area and en-
gage with students, staff, 
and local residents. 

 
He will succeed current 

superintendent, Nick Lar-
son, who assumed the role 
in 2024 following the depar-
ture of Dr. Matt Frederick-
son. 

Dr. Jeff Jennewien

Bachler Sentenced To 10 Years In Prison
BY BRICE CHANDLER 

EDITOR 
A Louisiana man arrested 

following a July 2025 stand-
off has now been convicted 
and sentenced in Pike County 
Circuit Court. 

According to Alex Ellison, 
a Pike County jury found An-
thony Q. Bachler, 55, of Lou-
isiana guilty on March 10 of 
felony harassment, felony 
unlawful use of a weapon, 
and two counts of armed 
criminal action following a 
two-day jury trial. 

The charges stem from a 
July 2025 incident in which 
Bachler threatened multiple 
members of a mowing crew 

contracted by the City of 
Louisiana. The crew had ar-
rived at his residence to mow 
an overgrown lawn in vio-
lation of city ordinances 
when Bachler confronted 
them with a rifle, pointing the 
weapon and making threats 
as they began unloading 
equipment. 

Authorities later recovered 
the firearm, which prosecu-
tors said had a full drum 
magazine attached with a 
round chambered. 

The incident led to a 
standoff on July 4, 2025, in 
the 500 block of Nebraska 
Street, where officers re-
sponded to reports of individ-

uals being threatened with a 
rifle. Bachler barricaded him-
self inside the residence and 
refused commands to exit, 
prompting assistance from 
the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol and the Pike County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

After approximately two 
and a half hours, officers 
were able to make contact 
with Bachler by phone and 
convince him to surrender. A 
search warrant executed at 
the residence resulted in the 
seizure of firearms and am-
munition. 

On April 21, Judge James 
Beck sentenced Bachler to 10 
years in prison.

Chelsi N. Griffin

Bowling Green High School Crowns 
Jake Piper & Karli Dean 

2026 Prom King & Queen

Billings Harvests Record-Setting Turkey
BY BRICE CHANDLER 

EDITOR 
Brandon Billings of rural 

Clarksville has found his name in 
the record books after harvesting a 
20-pound turkey scoring 102.75 on 
the National Wild Turkey Feder-
ation’s records. 

After about an hour and a half 
of back-and-forth with the gobbler, 
Billings made a 40-yard shot after 
finally calling the bird out from be-
hind dense brush. 

Billings told the Tribune that he 
knew the bird was big but didn’t re-
alize just how big until he got 
closer. 

“It had three beards and long 
spurs, so I already knew it was 

bigger than the last big one I got,” 
Billings said. 

Billings’ atypical turkey scored 
an impressive 102.75, with three 
beards measuring 11 inches, 9 ¼ 
inches, and 8 inches, along with 
1⅜-inch spurs. 

The turkey ranks 216th in the 
world, 169th in the United States, 
10th in Missouri, and currently 
holds the top spot in Pike County. 

What makes the harvest even 
more notable, Billings said, is that 
another turkey he previously har-
vested and had mounted may also 
rank in the NWTF record books—
though not as highly as this one. 
Both birds were taken from the 
same area within the past six years.Brandon Billings
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Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  
www.callawaylivestock.com 

Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Feeder Sale Report For 4-20-2026      Monday Receipts 2,942 Head
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ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 
24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 

John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 

Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 

Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 

Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 

Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 

Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 

Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 

Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

University of Missouri 
Extension will offer a work-
shop on how to manage 
pests, soil fertility, growing 
climate, and irrigation in 
high tunnel growing struc-
tures from 4:30-7 p.m., Mon-
day, May 18 at Meyer Farm 
in Pike County. 

MU Extension horticul-
turist Justin Keay said the 
workshop will help growers 
understand some of the 
unique challenges in the high 
tunnel growing environment, 
and how to manage these po-
tential problems to maximize 
production and increase 
revenue. 

“Growing in high tunnels 
is becoming more popular 
and these structures provide 
many benefits such as season 
extension, increased yields, 
and reduction of certain fun-
gal and bacterial diseases.” 

“However, high tunnels 
are a significant investment 
and there are some produc-
tion challenges that are 
unique to high tunnels that 
growers need to understand 
so they can maximize pro-
duction and make sure the 
tunnel pays off.” 

This workshop will allow 
current and prospective high 
tunnel growers to learn from 
local farmers, and State and 
Regional Extension special-

ists about best management 
practices for high tunnel pro-
duction as well high tunnel 
crop budgets. 

registration fee is $10. 
This program is supported 

in part by the USDA Farm 
Service Agency through 
project award number 

FSA23CPT 0012862. 
 
Register at https://exten-

sion.missouri.edu/events/tun
nel-to-table-field-day-meyer-
farms-pike-county . For 
more info, contact Keay at 
justin.keay@missouri.edu or 
call 573-324-5464.

High Tunnel Workshop In Pike County 
Helps Vegetable Growers Increase Yields

INVITATION TO BID 
TWIN PIKE YMCA SIDEWALK 

Sealed bids for the Twin Pike YMCA 
Sidewalk will be received at: Twin Pike 
Family YMCA, 614 Kelly Ln, Louisiana, 
MO 63353, until 10:30 o’clock A.M. (Pre-
vailing Local Time) on the 12th day of May 
2026, at the Twin Pike YMCA, and at that 
time will be publicly opened and read. All 
bids shall be submitted as a Hard Copy. 

The proposed work includes: 
Construction of new 5 feet wide concrete 

ADA compliant sidewalk and ramps with 
handrail, along with any other work as 
noted in the plans. The overall project 
length is approximately 2,150 feet. 

A digital copy of the plans and specifica-
tions may be purchased through the office 
of Great River Engineering (GRE), at 417-
886-7171 upon payment of $45.00, which 
is not refundable. All bidders must pur-
chase plans through Great River Engineer-
ing and be on the planholder list in order 
to bid the project. 

This contract requires payment of the 
prevailing hourly rate of wages for each 
craft or type of work required to execute 
the contract as determined by the Missouri 
Department of Labor and Industrial Rela-
tions, and requires adherence to a sched-
ule of minimum wages as determined by 
the United States Department of Labor. 
For work performed anywhere on this proj-
ect, the contractor and the contractor’s 
subcontractors shall pay the higher of 
these two applicable wage rates. The ap-
plicable state wage rates for this contract 
are detailed in “Annual Wage Order 32”, 
that is attached to this bidding document. 
The applicable federal wage rates for this 
contract are the effective Davis-Bacon fed-
eral wage rates posted the tenth day be-
fore the bid opening date and can be found 
at: https://sam.gov/content/wage-deter-
minations. These supplemental bidding 
documents have important legal con-
sequences. It shall be conclusively pre-
sumed that they are in the bidder’s 
possession, and they have been reviewed 
and used by the bidder in the preparation 
of any bid submitted on this project. 

The Twin Pike Family YMCA hereby no-
tifies all bidders that it will affirmatively en-
sure that in any contract entered into 
pursuant to this advertisement, businesses 
owned and controlled by socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged individuals will be 
afforded full opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, creed, sex, age, an-
cestry, or national origin in consideration 
for an award. 

All bidders must be on MoDOT’s Qual-
ified Contractor List per Section 102.2 of 
the current version of the Missouri Stan-
dard Specifications for Highway Construc-
tion, including all revisions. The contractor 
questionnaire must be on file 7 days prior 
to bid opening. 

Contractors and sub-contractors who 
sign a contract to work on public works 
projects shall provide a 10-Hour OSHA 
construction safety program, or similar pro-
gram approved by the Department of 
Labor and Industrial Relations, to be com-
pleted by their on-site employees within 
sixty (60) days of beginning work on the 
construction project. 

A certified cashier’s check or a bid bond 
in the amount of 5% shall be submitted 
with each proposal. 

The Twin Pike Family YMCA reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids. 

The project will be awarded to the lo-
west, responsive, responsible bidder. 

The DBE Goal for this project is 0%. 
No 2nd tier subcontracting will be al-

lowed on this project. 
Twin Pike Family YMCA

University of Missouri 
Extension horticulture spe-
cialists are getting reports of 
browning arborvitae across 
the state. 

If your arborvitae is turn-
ing brown, it might be a sign 
of drought stress that began 
last fall, says Debi Kelly, 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension field horticulturist. 

Arborvitae is a popular 
landscape plant for borders 
and screens because it grows 
quickly—up to 2 feet per 
year—provides privacy and 
is generally low-maintenance 
and long-lived. These ever-
greens grow in dense, col-
umn-shaped cones that can 
reach up to 60 feet in height. 

Because arborvitae de-
pend heavily on water, con-
sistent deep watering is 
essential, especially when 
they are newly planted and 
during extended dry periods. 
Applying a layer of mulch 
can help retain soil moisture. 

Water thoroughly through 
September, and continue wa-
tering until the ground 
freezes in your area. During 
winter, water during thaw 
periods when possible. 
Loose soil and mulch help 
water penetrate more effec-
tively to the root zone. 

Kelly also notes that other 
issues may be at play. If ar-

borvitae needles brown and 
drop prematurely during hot 
summers—even with adequ-
ate watering—resulting in 
thin areas, spider mites may 
be the cause, especially when 
damage appears on the south 
or west side of the tree. 

You also might notice that 
the older and inner needles of 
the tree begin to yellow and 
fall to the ground. This is part 
of the natural life cycle of ar-
borvitae, says Kelly, and is 
nothing to get alarmed about. 

For best growth, plant ar-
borvitae in full sun and 
moist, well-drained soil. 
Plants need at least six hours 
of sunlight each day to main-
tain their vibrant green color. 
Arborvitae also benefit from 
protection from strong 
winds, which can cause 
windburn. If browning ap-
pears on only one side of the 
plant, wind exposure may be 
the cause. 

 
Avoid fertilizing arborvi-

tae during late summer 
through winter, as excess ni-
trogen can increase stress on 
the plant, Kelly says. Instead, 
fertilize at appropriate inter-
vals during the growing sea-
son. Apply fertilizer in early 
spring, using a high-nitrogen 
formulation such as 20-15-15 
or 10-5-5. 

If browning is visible, 
prune damaged branches. 
Late spring, when new 
growth appears, is the ideal 
time to prune. “Pruning ar-
borvitae helps maintain the 
health, size, form and vigor 
of trees and shrubs in the 
landscape,” says MU Exten-
sion horticulturist David 
Trinklein. “Pruning can slow 
the spread of decay or dis-
ease by removing infected 
tissue and allowing the plant 
to seal, or compartmentalize, 
damage.” For more infor-
mation, see Chapter 8 of the 
“Missouri Master Gardener 
Core Manual” at https://ex-
tension.missouri.edu/pub-
lications/mg8. 

About Arborvitae 
According to the Arbor 

Foundation, early French ex-
plorers and Native Ameri-
cans used arborvitae as a 
natural medicine. The name 
arborvitae is a Latin trans-
lation of the French phrase 
meaning “tree of life.” The 
plant contains vitamin C and 
was used as a treatment for 
scurvy. Arborvitae wood was 
used in the construction of 
early canoes. 

 
For more info about arbor-

vitae, contact your local MU 
Extension horticulture spe-
cialist.

Browning Arborvitae May Be  
Result Of Lack Of Water

Free Program Teaches 
Safe Canning Basics

As interest in home food 
preservation grows, many 
are eager to put up garden 
produce or family recipes 
but aren’t always sure where 
to start or how to do it 
safely. 

University of Missouri 
Extension will host a free in-
person Food Safety Canning 
Workshop for beginners 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday, April 
27, at Eckles Hall on the 
MU campus in Columbia. 

Improper canning tech-
niques can lead to spoiled 
food or serious food safety 
risks, making reliable, 
science-based education es-
sential for those new to the 
process, said Kantha Chan-
naiah, University of Mis-
souri Extension food safety 
specialist. 

The program will walk 
participants through the fun-
damentals of safe and effec-
tive canning practices with 
engaging educational lec-
tures and live demonstra-
tions, allowing attendees to 
see proper techniques in ac-
tion and better understand 
why each step matters. 

“Many people are excited 
to try canning but may not 
realize how important it is to 

follow tested methods,” 
Channaiah said. “This work-
shop gives beginners the 
confidence and knowledge 
they need to preserve foods 
safely and correctly.” 

Participants will learn 
about key federal and state 
regulations related to food 
preservation, as well as best 
practices for preparing and 
processing canned foods. 
Live demonstrations will 
feature pickled green beans 
and dill pickles. 

The workshop is offered 
at no cost thanks to funding 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture through the 
Missouri Department of Ag-
riculture, and is open to 
home canners, small-scale 
food producers and anyone 
interested in learning safe 
canning methods. 

Attendance is limited to 
15 participants to ensure a 
hands-on learning experi-
ence, and advance registra-
tion is required. 

Find details and registra-
tion at https://muext.us/Can-
ningWorkshop4-27-26. 

For more information, 
contact Channaiah at lchan-
naiah@missouri.edu.

WE WELCOME 
YOUR  

LOCAL NEWS

Old Pots Can Hurt 
New Plants

Gardeners are well known 
for their thriftiness and com-
mitment to protecting the en-
vironment. However, 
according to University of 
Missouri Extension horticul-
turist David Trinklein, a false 
sense of economy can some-
times work against the health 
of the garden. 

One example is saving 
and reusing plastic pots from 
one season to the next. While 
this may seem economical, 
Trinklein says it carries risks. 
Chemicals and disease-caus-
ing microorganisms from 
previous plants can linger on 
pots and be transferred to 
new plants. 

Sunlight also breaks down 
plastic over time, making it 
become brittle. This is espe-
cially true for low-quality 
containers or those with intri-
cate rims and designs, which 
can provide hiding places for 
pests and plant diseases. 

Cleaning and sanitizing 
plastic pots can be time-con-
suming and costly. You can 
disinfect pots with a solution 
of one part bleach to nine 
parts water, but the expense 
of bleach may outweigh the 
value of reusing the con-
tainers. Trinklein rec-
ommends cleaning any 
growing medium residue in 
the pots, soaking them for 
several minutes and then 
rinsing thoroughly with 
water to remove any bleach 
residue, which can harm new 
plants.  

Disinfection is just as im-
portant for porous containers, 
such as clay or terra cotta 
pots. However, since they are 
porous, disinfection requires 
either boiling them in hot 
water for 30 minutes or heat-
ing them with steam.
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May Library Book Review

Hot Desk By 
Laura Dickerman 

Reviewed by  
Kasi Welborn,  

Circulation Assistant, 
Mexico-Audrain County 
Library (Headquarters) 

"Hot Desking" is ALL 
THE RAGE in communal 
office space sharing, where 
two people share the same 
desk on different days of the 
week in the same office.  

 
Thus, two editors from 

two publishing houses find 

themselves sharing a desk, a 
cactus, and communicating 
through passive aggressive 
sticky notes. But when a lit-
erary giant passes away and 
his widow calls upon Re-
becca to edit his unpub-
lished works, Ben's boss 
finds out about his connec-
tion, too. So, what are they 
to do?  

Told in multiple points of 
view, this is definitely a 
slow burn. There is defi-
nitely some bite between 
Ben and Rebecca through-
out the entire story, but the 
mystery of what happened 
to make the widow call 
upon Rebecca in the first 
place really drives the story 
and makes it all worth 
reading.  

The romance is a perfect 
cherry on top and makes for 
some great comedic mo-
ments. Though, I can't help 
but sympathize with the 
cactus.

Kasi Welborn

State Representative Chad Perkins Report

“It is a privilege to serve 
both our district and the 
State of Missouri—a re-
sponsibility I do not take 
lightly. As session con-
tinues, I am working along-
side my colleagues to 
advance meaningful legisla-
tion and ensure we are de-
livering results for the good 
people of Missouri.” 

-Speaker Pro Tem Chad 
Perkins 

THIS WEEK IN 
JEFFERSON CITY 

Sweeping Public Safety 
Package Advances 

Through Missouri House 
The Missouri House ap-

proved HB 3068, a wide-
ranging public safety 
package that touches nearly 
every corner of the state’s 
criminal justice and safety 
systems, combining tougher 
penalties, new protections, 
and modernization efforts 
across multiple areas of law. 

The bill increases penal-
ties for serious DWI of-
fenses, lowers thresholds for 
fentanyl trafficking charges, 
and creates new crimes in-
cluding gift card fraud and 
interference with first re-
sponders. It also expands 
protections for critical in-
frastructure and raises pen-
alties for theft or damage to 
key utility and communica-
tions materials. 

The legislation signifi-
cantly revises Missouri’s 
sex offender registry, mov-
ing to a tier-based system 
and expanding registration 
requirements for offenders 
relocating to the state. It also 
adds new restrictions on of-
fender movement and pro-
hibits name changes while 
on the registry. 

Additional provisions ad-
dress AI-related exploita-
tion, including bans on AI 

posing as mental health pro-
viders and new penalties for 
non-consensual explicit dig-
ital images. The bill also in-
cludes first responder 
protections, domestic vio-
lence reforms, traffic safety 
updates, and limited author-
ization for veterans and first 
responders to participate in 
psilocybin therapy research. 

This bill serves as a com-
prehensive effort to modern-
ize Missouri’s public safety 
laws, address emerging 
threats, and better protect 
both communities and those 
who serve them. 
Lawmakers Approve New 
Transparency Measures 

For LLCs 
Lawmakers approved 

legislation enhancing trans-
parency for Missouri LLCs 
by allowing certificates of 
good standing to be issued 
for both LLCs and their in-
dividual series. SB 1142 
also requires each series to 
be separately listed and 
searchable by 2027, improv-
ing clarity and making it 
easier for businesses to op-
erate and verify legal status. 

Property Tax  
Transparency &  

Assessment Changes 
Passed 

The Missouri House also 
passed comprehensive prop-
erty tax legislation focused 
on transparency, consis-
tency, and taxpayer protec-
tions. HCS SS SCS SBs 
1066 & 1088 prohibits mis-
leading ballot language like 
“no tax increase” and re-
quires clearer, standardized 
descriptions of tax proposals 
beginning in 2027. It also 
clarifies the classification of 
certain rental homes as res-
idential, modifies how tax 
rates are calculated across 
property types, and stream-
lines the senior property tax 
credit by allowing auto-
matic renewal. Additional 
provisions adjust assess-
ment practices and give 
local governments limited 
flexibility in tax administra-
tion. 

House Advances 
Women’s Protection Act 
With Facility & Privacy 

Provisions 
The House has passed 

legislation establishing new 
definitions and require-
ments related to sex-based 
distinctions in certain public 
settings. HCS HB 2536 de-

fines terms such as “male,” 
“female,” and “sex” in stat-
ute and requires schools, 
correctional facilities, and 
other covered public entities 
to designate multi-occu-
pancy restrooms, changing 
areas, and sleeping quarters 
for use based on sex, with 
specified exceptions for 
emergencies, maintenance, 
and other limited circum-
stances. It also requires 
schools and higher educa-
tion institutions to provide 
separate private areas where 
individuals may be in a state 
of undress and offers stu-
dents the option of single-
sex housing. The bill creates 
a private right of action for 
individuals impacted by 
violations and removes the 
sunset on an existing law 
governing participation in 
sex-designated athletic com-
petitions. 
House Advances Consti-

tutional Amendment  
Expanding Property Tax 

Relief For Veterans 
The House has given 

final approval to a proposed 
constitutional amendment 
that would expand property 
tax exemptions for Missouri 
veterans. HJR 115 would 
extend the current home-
stead tax exemption—pre-
viously limited to former 
prisoners of war with total 
service-connected disabil-
ities—to include all Mis-
souri veterans with a 100% 
service-connected disability, 
as determined by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, as well as former pris-
oners of war.  The proposal 
also allows a surviving 
spouse to continue receiving 
the exemption so long as 
they remain in and maintain 
the homestead. If approved 
by voters, the amendment 
would broaden tax relief for 
disabled veterans and their 
families across the state. 
The bill now heads to the 
Missouri Senate for further 
consideration.

Rep. Chad Perkins

HNB Bancorp Acquires Kearney Trust
HNB Bancorp, Inc., a 

Missouri Corporation head-
quartered in Hannibal, Mis-
souri, the holding company 
for HNB National Bank, has 
announced the completion 
of its acquisition of Kearney 
Trust Company of Kearney 
Missouri, a Missouri State-
chartered depository trust 
company. 

After the closing, HNB 
National Bank has approx-
imately $1.285 billion in as-
sets, $858.4 million in 
loans, and $1.156 billion in 
total deposits. 

“I am pleased to an-
nounce that we have com-
pleted our acquisition of 
Kearney Trust Company. 
HNB National Bank has 
been helping people in our 
communities realize their 
personal, financial and busi-
ness goals since 1888,” said 
John D. Zimmer, President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
of HNB. “I am confident in 
our ability to deliver ex-
panded and enhanced serv-

ices to our new customers 
from Kearney Trust Com-
pany and to support their 
business and personal finan-
cial needs,” said Zimmer. 

The acquisition of Kear-
ney Trust Company pro-
vides HNB National Bank 
with the opportunity to ex-
pand its footprint into the 
Kearney, Missouri market. 
The acquisition will give 
HNB National Bank 17 lo-
cations throughout Northern 
Missouri. The merger was 
consummated effective 
April 22, 2026. 

 
Trustco Bankshares, Inc., 

the holding company for 
Kearney Trust Company, 
was represented by North-
land Capital Markets as its 
financial advisor and Stin-
son LLP as its legal counsel. 
HNB was represented in the 
transaction by Shumaker, 
Loop & Kendrick, LLP as 
its legal counsel and did not 
utilize a third-party financial 
advisor.

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

The Pike County Senior 
Citizens Center at 220 West 
Adams in Pittsfield will be 
hosting a Spring Fundraiser 
Dinner and music on Sat-
urday, May 2, from 4:30-6:30 
p.m. The menu for the meal 
will be beef roast and gravy, 
cheesy mashed potatoes, 
green beans, roll, your choice 
of dessert and drink for a free 
will offering. The Big River 
Band will be providing the 
entertainment so eating in 
would be best but carry outs 
will be available. Tickets for 
a 50/50 raffle.  

Did you all enjoy all the 
old stores that we used to 
have in Pittsfield such as the 
Ben Franklin Store, Brants, 
G&W Furniture, and Miller 
Furniture?  Wasn't it conven-
ient to be able to shop local 
and get whatever you needed 
or wanted in your own back-
yard?  Well, Nathan Davis 
and Lori Capps are starting a 
new furniture store, just like 
the good old days, at 1073 
West Washington Street in 
Pittsfield called Cloud IX (9) 
Furniture that will be sure to 
please everyone's tastes, 
pocket books, and conven-
ience.  I understand that they 
will be having a "soft open-
ing" April 29 so people can 
come in to check out what 
they have.  They hope to see 
you all Wednesday.  

Pittsfield American Legion 
Post 152 has bingo most 
every Friday at 7 p.m. They 
also have a meal that can be 
purchased ahead of that start-
ing at 5 p.m. What a great 
way to get with others and 
have a good time!  With all 
that being said, I know they 
will not be having bingo on 
Friday, May 15 because the 
Jeepers will be in the area. 

Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries for the week of April 29-
May 5: 

April 30 - David Ballinger, 

Jake Gosnell 
May 1 - Jim Ottwell 
May 2 - Levi Huckstep, 

Madison Guthrie 
May 3 - Eli and Julia Bur-

rows, Margaret Jennings, 
Brad and Emily Rhodes, Kit 
and Jacqueline Mefford 

May 4 - Evan Barach, 
Helen Roland, Rex and Janice 
Swartz 

May 5 - Kathy Dougherty 
He is the living God, and 

steadfast forever, His king-
dom is the one which shall 
not be destroyed, and His do-
minion shall endure to the 
end.  Daniel 6:26 

Mark these dates on your 
calendar: 

May 2 - Spring Fundraiser 
and Music at the Pike County 
Senior Center from 4:30-6:30 

May 9 - Big River Band at 
Red Rooster at 6 p.m. 

May 10 - Mothers' Day 
May 23 - Big River Band 

at Pike County Senior Center 
at 6:30 p.m. 

May 25 - Memorial Day 
Trivia Answers from Last 

Week: 
1.  Who was the first U.S. 

President to declare war and 
which war was it? (James 
Madison -- War of 1812) 

2.  What happened to Abel 
in the Bible? (His brother 
Cain was jealous of Abel, and 
Cain and Abel fought result-
ing in Cain killing Abel). 

3.  Who was the youngest 
First Lady ever? (Frances 
Folsom Cleveland who was 
21 years old when she mar-
ried Grover Cleveland in the 
White House, and he was 49.) 

April 22 the Single Seniors 
+ One had their 25th "Meet, 
Greet, & Eat" at the Red 
Rooster in Pittsfield with 26 
people in attendance where 
everyone seemed to have a 
good time with plenty of vis-
iting. Interested in this group? 
Please call 1-217-320-8438. 
As I have stated before, this is 
not a matchmaking group, so 
if you come to this, come 

with the intention of having a 
good meal with others and 
making new acquaintances. 
Also please realize this is a 
group for those in the "young 
at heart" well seasoned gener-
ation. We in this, even though 
we are older, still have lots to 
offer in life and are doing our 
very best to enjoy life or we 
wouldn't be attending these 
"Meet, Greet, & Eat" get to-
gethers every month among 
other events. When you at-
tend these, do not look at all 
the white hair, talk to each 
person as an individual be-
cause you are totally missing 
out on getting to know a lot of 
great people. And, by the 
way, I think white hair is 
beautiful! 

April 25 the Big River 
Band had a great group of 55 
in attendance at the Pike 
County Senior Center. The 
show was extremely good.   

On April 21 we had to take 
one of our cats to the veteri-
nary because she was one 
sick animal. Usually when 
one of the cats has to make a 
visit to the vet, it's not a pleas-
ant trip to the clinic. They 
usually "serenade" us all the 
way there, and the song isn't 
pretty. Well, this time this cat 
never made a peep. And when 
the veterinary came in to 
check her out, she literally 
purred and cooperated so very 
well, even after getting a shot. 
And the next day, what a total 
difference in one cat! She was 
purring and eating and walk-
ing around loving on every-
thing in her path. Too bad 
people can't be that way. It 
seems to me that when a per-
son gets one problem solved, 
instead of being grateful (like 
the cat), the person just 
moves on to another problem 
to complain about a person 
gets one problem solved, in-
stead of being grateful (like 
the cat), the person just 
moves on to another problem 
to complain about.



Jennifer Lynn 
Day 

Jennifer Lynn Day, 48, of 
Vandalia died Sunday, April 
19, 2026 at her home. 

The family will hold a 
celebration of life service at 
a later date. 

She was born April 27, 
1977, in Mexico, the daugh-
ter of Fred J. and Irene Joy 
Griffith Day. 

Jennifer was Baptist by 
faith. She had a deep love 
for the outdoors and enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, and spend-
ing time in nature. She also 
found joy in crafts, puzzles, 
and painting. Above all, Jen-
nifer cherished time with 
her family and friends, espe-
cially her three children, 
who meant the world to her. 
She was overjoyed to be-
come a grandmother and 
looked forward to making 
memories with her new 
grandbaby, Kaine Isaac 
Phillips. 

She is survived by three 
children, Madalyn Swafford 
of Vandalia, Jackson D. 
Cook of Jefferson City, and 
Jaden D. Cook of Vandalia; 
her parents, Fred and Irene 
Day of Vandalia; one sister, 
Jody Bauman and husband, 
Matt of Vandalia; a brother, 
Justin Day of St. Joe; her be-
loved grandson, Kaine Isaac 
Phillips; and several aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

Jennifer was preceded in 
death by paternal grandpar-
ents, John L. and Nelma 
Day, maternal grandparents, 
Marvin and Helen Griffith, 
and one brother, Keith Wade 
Day. 

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Waters Fu-
neral Home of Vandalia. 

Rosemary Hull 
Rosemary Hull, 79, of 

Farber died Thursday, April 
23, 2026 at her home sur-
rounded by family. 

She was born Nov. 15, 
1946 in DuBois, Penn., the 
daughter of Eugene and 
Reba Ashton Milligan. 
Rosemary married Charles 
David Hull on Feb. 20, 1965 
in Bigler, Penn. He preceded 
her in death on May 19, 
2013. 

Survivors include her 
daughters, Lisa Flowers and 
Jennifer Raspberry, both of 
Farber, Christy Lowrance of 
Vandalia, and Brenda Hull 
of Mexico; two sisters, Bar-
bara Wills of Philipsburg, 
Penn., and Susan Sloppy of 
Clearfield, Penn.; nine 
grandchildren, Elisha Hop-
kins, Justin Flowers, Patrick 
Flowers, Tyson Lowrance 
and wife, Allison, Aidan 
Lowrance, Matthew Cole 
and wife, Kristine, Sydny 
Logerman and husband, 
Dalton, and Zoey Hull; 13 
great-grandchildren, Madi-
lynn, Bella and Kennadee 
Hopkins, Landon, Mem-
phis, and Colton Flowers, 
Ivy, Slade, Jett and Anna 
Lowrance, Beverly Cole, 
and Braxton and Brooklyn 
Logerman; one great-great-
grandchild, Kingston Hor-
ton; along with several 
nieces, nephews, other rel-
atives and a host of friends. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
husband, Charles, one son 
Michael Hull, two brothers, 
Eugene Milligan Jr., and Ed-
ward Milligan, four sisters, 
Cleo Butler, Myrna English, 
Shela George, and Patricia 
Sigvaldsen, one grandson, 
Tanner Lowrance, and one 
great-granddaughter, Abbig-
ail Hopkins. 

Rosemary was a member 
of First Baptist Church in 
Vandalia. She enjoyed many 

pleasures in life, including 
bowling, quilting, cross-
words, and watching 
movies, especially as a de-
voted movie critic and fan. 
She had a special love for 
animals and found great joy 
in feeding and caring for the 
local wildlife. Rosemary 
will be remembered for her 
kind heart, her love of 
family - including her cher-
ished dogs, Izzy Mae and 
Izzy's preceded siblings 
Sister Sylvie and Uncle Otis 
along with her joy she found 
in spending time with those 
close to her. 

Services celebrating 
Rosemary's life will be held 
at a later date. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Tanner 
Eugene Lowrance Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund, c/o 
Bienhoff Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 54 Vandalia, MO 
63382. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhoff-
fueralhome.com. 

Jackie D. ‘Jack’ 
Teague 

Jackie D “Jack” Teague, 
82, died Tuesday, April 21, 
2026, in Leawood, Kan. 

Born Nov. 3, 1943, in 
Audrain County, Jack lived 
a full and vibrant life 
marked by dedication to 
family, service to his coun-
try, and an enduring sense of 
humor that brought joy to 
those around him. 

After graduating high 
school, Jack proudly served 
in the United States Navy 
from 1963-65 and continued 
his commitment through the 
Navy Reserve until 1968. 
His years in the military in-
stilled in him a strong work 
ethic and deep sense of re-
sponsibility that would carry 
through every chapter of his 
life. 

Following his military 
service, Jack embarked on a 
distinguished 40-year career 
as a construction inspector 
with Black and Veatch. 
Known for his reliability 
and keen sense for quality 
work earned the respect of 
colleagues throughout the 
company. 

On Jan. 6, 1968, Jack 
married Linda Davenport - 
the love of his life—and to-
gether they built a beautiful 
life and home filled with 
laughter, support, and 
shared passions. They wel-
comed their son, Darrin and 
devoted themselves whole-
heartedly to supporting his 
endeavors, especially on the 
soccer field. Whether coach-
ing or cheering from the 
sidelines, Jack was always 
present with unwavering en-
thusiasm. 

Jack had a passion for 
travel and explored destina-
tions including Las Vegas, 
Switzerland, Aruba, and 
Mexico. In retirement, he 
especially enjoyed spending 
time in San Antonio, Texas, 
where he relished moments 
with his grandchildren. 

An avid automobile en-
thusiast, Jack found great 
joy in restoring cars with his 
son. He took particular pride 
in his 1973 Corvette - a last-
ing symbol of craftsmanship 
and shared passion. 

Jack’s playful spirit shone 
through in his fondness for 
casinos and scratcher tickets 
- a pastime that perfectly 
matched his lighthearted na-
ture. His quick wit and in-
fectious humor left lasting 
impressions on everyone he 
met. 

He is survived by his son, 
Darrin Teague and wife, 
Lydia; grandchildren, Riley 
Gutierrez and Rale, Evan 
Teague, and Ty Teague; 
brothers, Ronnie Teague, 
and Jim Teague; sisters, 
Donna Tipton and Faye 
Teague; as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews who 
will remember him fondly. 

Jack was preceded in 
death by his wife, Linda; 
parents, William and Verdia 
Teague; brothers, Jerry, 
Mack, Wayne, Bud, Bill; 
sisters, Mildred Wilkinson, 
Jean Branstetter, Velma 
Motley, and Mary Crow; 
along with two siblings who 
died in infancy. 

Affectionately known as 
“Action Jackson,” Jack was 
celebrated for his infectious 
sense of humor and he never 
met a stranger. He was a de-
voted father and grandfather 
whose presence enriched 
every family gathering. 

They May his memory 
bring comfort to those who 
knew him and continue to 
inspire stories filled with 
laughter, love, and adven-
ture. A joint celebration of 
life for Jack and Linda will 
be held at Cullen Funeral 
Home in Raymore on Sat-
urday, May 30 at 1:30 p.m. 
A reception for family and 
friends will immediately 
follow until 3:30 p.m. 

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Cullen Fu-
neral Home, Raymore. 

 
Sally J. Cropp 

Sally J. Cropp died 
peacefully at her daughter’s 
home in St. Louis on Friday, 
April 17, 2026, at the age of 
80. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 1 p.m., Saturday at 
the First Presbyterian 
Church in Louisiana with 
The Rev. David Parker offi-
ciating. Burial will be at 
Riverview Cemetery in 
Louisiana. 

Visitation will be held 
from 11 a.m., until time of 
services Saturday at the 
church. 

Sally was born Feb. 19, 
1946, to Samuel and Louise 
Richardson in Louisiana. 
She attended Lincoln Ele-
mentary School until 
schools were integrated, 
when she continued her 
studies at Meriweather 
School. As she moved on to 
Louisiana High School, 
Sally displayed her vast skill 
set through her involvement 
in extra-curricular activities. 
She played catcher for a 
girls’ softball league called 
Love Club and played 
drums in the school band 
while staying active in Pep 
Club and FHA until she 
graduated in 1964. After 
high school, Sally obtained 
her CNA license and began 
work at Maple Grove Nurs-
ing Home before moving on 
to Pike County Memorial 
Hospital. She also spent 
time as a department man-
ager at Wal-mart before 
starting her own business in 
housekeeping and enjoying 
her time as a private caterer. 

Sally was united in mar-
riage to the love of her life, 
Walter Cropp, on March 16, 
1974. In their 51 years to-
gether, they experienced all 
the joys life brings, parent-
ing three children and 
grandparenting a host of 
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, and great-great-
grandchildren. She took 
great pride in being the ma-
triarch of her family, raising 
some of her grandchildren, 
and being a mother figure 
for many others. She was a 
pure soul who was easy to 
love and made certain her 
family and friends knew 
they were loved too. 

Sally had a passion for 
helping others and stayed 
active in her community. 
Truly a child of God, she 
was a mentor and Steward 
Emeritus at Bethel A.M.E. 
Church, where she held of-
fice as a trustee, treasurer, 
head usher of the board, and 
as a member of the Mission-
ary Society of A.M.E. 
Church. She was most often 
found helping at one of the 
church barbecues, but also 
attended conferences in St. 
Louis, and Detroit, Mich. 
She even got Bethel A.M.E. 
Church listed on the na-
tional register of historic 
places. Her presence in the 
community reached outside 
the church as well. She at-
tended city council meet-
ings, helped people who had 
community service, was ac-
tive with youth sports, and 
was on the committees for 
the park board, museum, 
and Colorfest, being named 

grand marshal in 2007. In 
her free time she managed 
to find, you could find her 
working in her yard or mak-
ing one of her famous straw-
berry, pumpkin, or rum 
cakes. Her favorite pastime 
was hanging out with her 
family though, especially if 
it was to go on a ride with 
her brother, Gary, and she 
always had the music turned 
up loud so she could dance. 

Sally was preceded in 
death by her parents, Sam-
uel Sr. and Louise Richard-
son, her husband, Walter 
Cropp, two brothers, Sam-
uel Jr., and Arnold Richard-
son, one grandson, Darius 
Kennedy, and two great-
grandsons, Jamir and Jakari. 

She is survived by two 
sons, Brock Cropp and wife, 
Cassie of Louisiana, and 
Bryon Cropp and wife, Mi-
chelle of Springfield; a 
daughter, Valeria Cropp of 
St. Louis; one sister, Erma 
Harvey and Lynn; four 
brothers, Quentin Richard-
son of Louisiana, Phillip 
Richardson and wife, Carrie 
of Blaine, Minn., Wesley 
Richardson and wife, Fay of 
Louisiana, and Gary Rich-
ardson and wife, Paula of 
Louisiana; 14 grandchil-
dren; 20 great-grandchil-
dren; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and 
friends. 

Pallbearers will be B.J. 
Cropp, Taybren Campbell, 
Devin Cropp, Bryon Cropp 
Jr., Brycen Cropp, and Cody 
Cropp. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Asia Camp-
bell, Tru Cropp, Kaylyn 
Anderson, Cyrus Hollins, 
Drake DeTienne, and Tyleik 
Cropp. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is in charge of ar-
rangements. 

Memorials may be made 
to the family, c/o the funeral 
home. 

 
Donald O. 
Bufford 

Donald O. Bufford, 78, 
formerly of Louisiana, died 
Thursday, April 9, 2026 at  
Estates of Spanish Lake 
Nursing Home in St. Louis.  

Graveside service was at 
11 a.m., Monday at Fair-
view Cemetery near Louisi-
ana. 

He was born July 25, 
1947 in Troy to Donald W. 
and Virginia Irene Collins 
Bufford. He was married to 
Janet L. Murry on April 4, 
1975 in Mississippi. She 
preceded him in death Sept. 
10, 2023. 

He is survived by a son, 
Stephen Bufford of Florida; 
a brother, Wayne Bufford of 
Missouri; two sisters, Susan 
Day of Warrenton, and Shir-
ley Blanford of Troy; and a 
grandson, Josh Bufford. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife, and 
a brother, James Bufford. 

Donald worked as a 
logger for most of his life. 
He was employed by Billy 
Tom Wallace Logging for a 
number of years and later Si 
Logging until his retirement. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana was in charge of 
arrangements.  

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 
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Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events 
by calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to: peoplestri-
bune@sbcglobal.net

On May 2: VFW Post 5553-
Bowling Green will host a barbe-
cue, silent auction, and live music 
from 5-8 p.m., 505 VFW Road, 
Bowling Green. 

On May 3: Mt. Zion Cemetery 
Association will meet at 2 p.m., at 
the Mt. Zion Church. 

On May 5: Pike County Gene-
alogical Society will hold its May 
meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

SPECIAL COW SALE 
Callaway Livestock Center - 

Kingdom City, MO 
Thursday, May 7 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Special Feature – 5 p.m. 
Wheeler Angus Bull Sale 

• 30 outstanding registered Angus bulls 
• 14–16 months old 

• The best of the best 
Regular Sale – 6 p.m. 

Bulls 
C & R Angus 

• 1 registered Angus bull (20 months) – 
perfect for breeding heifers 

• 1 registered Angus bull (3 years old) – 
ideal for breeding cows 

Heifer Pairs 
Milligan 

• 30 fancy, big black 1st-calf heifers 
• Stout black February calves by side 

Pickering 
• 30 fancy black or BWF 1st-calf heifers 

• Black early March calves by side 
Nuenner 

• 25 fancy black 1st-calf heifers 
• Black March calves by side 

Witt 
• 70 big fancy black or BWF 1st-calf 

heifers 
• Bred to Wallstreet Angus bulls 

• Heavy 3rd period 
Smithey 

• 47 fancy black or BWF heifers & young 
cows (2–4 yrs) 

• Fancy black or red calves by side 
• Very gentle 
Bred Cows 

Glaze Cattle Co. 
• 100 fancy black or BWF cows (3–4 yrs) 

• Bred to Angus bulls – due starting Sept 1 
• + 20 black or BWF cows (8–10 yrs) with 

fancy spring black calves 
Curran 

• 45 big fancy black cows (3–4 yrs) 
• Bred to Wallstreet Angus – due Aug 20 

Arens 
• 60 big fancy black or BWF cows 

• Bred Angus – due Aug 20 
Turkey 

• 50 big black cows (3–6 yrs) 
• Bred Angus – due Sept 1 

Dispersals 
Kircher 

• 45 big fancy black or BWF cows (3–8 yrs) 
• Bred to Mead Angus – due Sept 1 for 60 days 

Blankenship 
• 54 big black or BWF cows (5–7 yrs) 

• Bred to Larrick Angus – due Sept 5 
Peak 

• 60 black cows (few red), ages 3–8 
• 15 with black calves by side 
• Remainder 2nd & 3rd stage 

Martin 
• 30 black or BWF cows (4–7 yrs) 
• Bred to Hereford bulls – due Sept  

Hirschberger 
• 45 black or BWF cows (8–10 yrs) 

• Bred black – due Sept 1 
 Ad made 2 weeks early – MANY more 
expected by sale day! 
 This is a top-notch sale loaded 

with kind & quality cattle!

Card Of Thanks 
The family of Eddie Joe Bland would like to 

express our sincere thanks for the prayers, 
support, food, visits, flowers, memorials, and 
donations. 

We want to thank Waters Funeral Home, 
Bro. Jamie Franke, pallbearers, family, and 
friends at this trying time. We were truly 
blessed. God bless each and everyone. 

Norma Bland 
Randy Bland & Family 

Lyle Bland 
Karen & John  Luder & Family

BARBECUE 
Saturday, May 2 
10:45 a.m.-2 p.m. 

907 W. Home - Vandalia 
Dine-In or Carry-Out 

Delivery Available Call 573-939-8027 
Dinner 

Rib or Pork Steak $15 • Chicken $14 
Sandwiches 

Chicken $5 • Rib or Pork Steak $6 
Slabs $22 

Garage Sale Also 
Faith Tabernacle COGIC
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Pictured are those who modeled clothing at the Bethel AME Church Paynes-
ville’s annual banquet/fashion show on Saturday, April 11.

The Bethel AME Church, 
Paynesville held its Annual 
Banquet/Fashion Show on 
Saturday, April 11 at Clop-
ton School.  

Doors opened at 4 p.m. 
Meal at 5 p.m., and fashion 
show and entertainment at 6 
p.m. 

 
Models came from De-

Sota, Fulton, Louisiana, 
Popular Bluff, St. Peters, St. 
Louis, Annada, and Paynes-
ville, modeling their own 
clothes, from different 
stores, along with Ann 
Layne from Bowling Green, 

and The Rocking Horse, 
Clarksville with models 
modeling their clothing. 

Vendors also attended, 
including The Resind Rebel 
Handmade Jewelry and Girl 
Scouts selling cookies. At-
tendance prizes were 
awarded. 

Entertainment for the 
evening was the Youth 
Choir from Centennial 
United Methodist Church, 
Elsberry directed by Jessica 
Robinson and Sister Adri-
enne Coleman, also from 
Centennial United Metho-
dist Church, Elsberry. 

The narrator for the even-
ing was Sister Virginia 
Starks and photographer, 
Tony Hammuck,  

 
Special recognition to 

Rebecca Reading, Ken 
Schneidler, Landon Hall, 
and students for taking care 
of the gym setting up every-
thing for the event and tak-
ing it down. Also, Amy 
Cooke for the programs, 
tickets, and flyers and her 
help was greatly appreci-
ated. To all of the models, 
stores, and entertainers God 
Bless. 

Bethel AME Church Annual Fashion Show

Jennifer Miller shows off an Ann Layne outfit for the annual Bethel AME Church 
fashion show.

Pictured are Roberta and Mike Watts of Louisiana 
at the annual Bethel AME Church fashion show.

Liz Taylor is pictured modeling an outfit from Ann 
Layne Boutique in Bowling Green at the annual Bethel 
AME Church fashion show.

Millions of visitors travel 
to Missouri’s 93 state parks 
and historic sites every year 
for recreation and serenity. 
A specialized team of pro-
fessionals works hard to 
keep those parks safe and 
protected. Missouri state 
park rangers serve a chal-
lenging, unique dual role, 
combining law enforcement 
with public education and 
resource protection. 

Unlike traditional police 
officers, a ranger’s office 
spans thousands of acres, 
waterways and historic 
landmarks. Their responsi-
bilities are as diverse as the 
parks they protect. 

Missouri state park 
rangers are fully commis-
sioned state-certified law 
enforcement officers. They 
enforce state laws and state 
park regulations, as well as 
conduct investigations and 
perform patrols. They are 
often the first responders for 
medical emergencies, 
search-and-rescue opera-
tions and other emergencies, 
such as flooding and wild-
fires. 

 
“Our rangers train exten-

sively, preparing them for 
all types of situations,” said 
Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources Director 
Kurt Schaefer. “Recently, 
we have had some incidents 
that could have ended very 
differently, had it not been 
for the preparation, the 
level-headedness and the 
quick-thinking of our 
rangers. I am very proud of 
the way our rangers handled 
the events.” 

Missouri state park 
rangers have been involved 
in several incidents over the 
last few weeks. In February, 
rangers assisted with a man-
hunt in the southern part of 
Missouri. The manhunt in-
volved the fatal shooting of 
two Christian County dep-
uties and the injury of 
another during a traffic stop, 
along with the death of sus-
pect. This involved an 
hours-long search in a 
wooded, rugged terrain 
south of Springfield, near 
Highlandville. 

Earlier this month, a park 
ranger successfully appre-
hended a suspect following 
an attempted assault and 
high-speed pursuit. The in-
cident began when the sus-
pect nearly struck the 
ranger's vehicle while flee-
ing the scene of a theft. With 
assistance from the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol, the 
suspect was taken into cus-
tody and found to be in pos-
session of a stolen generator 
and controlled substances. 
The suspect remains in cus-
tody without bond on sev-
eral felony charges, 
including Assault 1st De-
gree and Armed Criminal 
Action. 

This past weekend, 
rangers were involved in an 
incident at the Dollar Gen-
eral across the road from 
Washington State Park. A 
male subject had barricaded 
himself inside the store and 
was holding five hostages. 
Due to the proximity to the 
state park, our rangers 
quickly arrived on scene, di-
verted highway traffic, es-

tablished a perimeter and 
began negotiations. Thank-
fully, the subject was taken 
into custody, and no hos-
tages were harmed. 

Last week, state park 
rangers also responded to 
drowning at Meramec State 
Park, several domestic dis-
turbances, several medical 
emergencies, traffic stops 
and assisted with a Special 
Olympics event. 

“These are examples of 
the outstanding work our 
rangers do,” Schaefer said. 
“Their contributions to pub-
lic safety in not only our 
state parks but also in their 
communities are invaluable. 
I am proud of the commit-
ment they demonstrate daily 
to the preservation and ex-
cellence of Missouri state 
parks.” 

The primary source of 
funding for the state park 
system, including the state 
park ranger program, is half 
of the dedicated constitu-
tional tax of one-tenth-of-
one-percent Parks, Soils and 
Water Sales Tax. The tax 
provides about three-fourths 
of the division's budget for 
operation and development 
of state parks. All additional 
funding for Missouri’s Di-
vision of State Parks comes 
from revenues generated in 
the state park system and 
some federal funds. 

 
For more information on 

the 93 state parks and histo-
ric sites, visit mostate-
parks.com. Missouri’s 
Division of State Parks is 
part of the Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

Beyond The Badge:  
MO State Park Rangers Protect The Public

Annual Focus On MO Ag Photo Contest
The Missouri Department of 

Agriculture has opened the 
17th annual Focus on Missouri 
Agriculture photo contest. The 
Department invites Missou-
rians to share their story of ag-
riculture through photographs. 
The contest runs through June 
5 and is an opportunity for pho-
tographers across the state to 
submit their best images of 
Missouri agriculture, which 
have been taken since Jan. 1, 
2023. 

The Focus on Missouri Ag-
riculture photo contest is open 
to Missouri photographers of 
all ages. Participants may enter 
up to three photos in each of 
the categories. The Kid’s Cor-
ner, for photos taken by youth 
aged 12 and under, is also back 
again this year. 

The photo contest cate-
gories include: 

Beauty of the Farm 
Faces of the Farmer 

Around the Barnyard 
Everyday Life 
Kid’s Corner (for youth 

ages 12 and under) 
Entries will be judged on vi-

sual impact, creativity, mem-
orable content, and image 
quality. 

In addition, Governor Mike 
Kehoe and Mrs. Claudia Kehoe 
will also evaluate the winning 
photos and select the First 
Family’s Choice photo. 

Winners will be announced 
in early July and winning pho-
tos will be displayed in the Ag-
riculture Building at the 2026 
Missouri State Fair, Aug. 13-
23. 

Prizes are provided thanks 
to the Missouri Department of 
Agriculture's Missouri Grown 
program. The Best in Show 
winner and First Family’s 
Choice, along with the first-
place winner in each category, 
will receive a Missouri Grown 

gift basket and a canvas print 
of their photo. 

Find more info on the Focus 
on Agriculture photo contest, 
including a full description of 
each category, complete list of 
rules and guidelines, submis-
sion information, and more, on 
the photo contest website.

Apply For 
MDC Elk, 

Bear Permits
The Missouri Department 

of Conservation (MDC) re-
minds Missourians interested 
in hunting black bear and/or 
elk in the state this fall that 
they need to apply for a limited 
number of hunting permits for 
each in May. The Missouri 
Conservation Commission ap-
proved recommendations from 
MDC for upcoming seasons 
for each species at its March 27 
open meeting in Jefferson City. 
BLACK BEAR HUNTING 

MDC will offer 2,000 per-
mits to harvest up to a maxi-
mum of 60 black bears across 
three MDC black-bear man-
agement zones in the southern 
part of the state during the 
2026 Missouri black-bear 
hunting season, Oct. 17-30. 
MDC increased the number of 
available permits from 600 to 
2,000 and increased the harvest 
quota limit from 40 to 60 bears 
to expand hunting opportuni-
ties. Missouri has an estimated 
population of about 1,100 
bears. 

“After reviewing results 
from the past five hunting sea-
sons and considering the con-
tinued growth of Missouri’s 
bear population of about nine 
percent per year, we deter-
mined that the harvest quota 
could be increased and more 
permits could be offered to 
provide additional hunting op-
portunities, while still having a 
limited impact on the bear pop-
ulation,” said MDC Black Bear 
and Furbearer Program Co-
ordinator Nate Bowersock. 

"These changes will also in-
form future management rec-
ommendations as we evaluate 
how an increase in hunters 
might impact harvest rates,” 
Bowersock added. “As the 
black bear population con-
tinues to grow and expand, the 
hunting season will be used as 
the primary population man-
agement tool.” 

 
Missouri hunters harvested 

nine black bears during the 
2025 season with two being fe-
males and seven being males. 

Get more info on black-
bears and bear hunting in Mis-
souri and apply during May at 
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trap-
ping/species/bear.
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GARAGE SALE - 
Saturday - 8 a.m-3 
p.m., at 1009 Georgia 
St., Louisiana. Some 
tools, motorcycle hel-
mets, exercise bike, 
dishes, Christmas 
decor, bedding, furni-
ture, misc. kitchen, dog 
kennel, lots of women’s 
2X clothing, misses 
clothing 10-12, shoes, 
DVDs, and lots more. 
Hart and Slominsky 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. Call 
for info 573-249-3333, 
m a r k t w a i n m o b i l e -
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
G r e g S . C D H @ o u t -
look.com.  

 

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224. 
(tf) 

LAST RUGER AR-
556'S. $575. MO. Fire-
arms Co. 
573-470-9111. (c4-21) 

 
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176. 
(tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light truck, 
$15 & up. Vandalia 
Firestone & Appliance, 
594-6624.  

 

METAL ROOFING. 
Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible 
for injuries or acci-
dents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property.  

GEEKY HILLBILLY 
COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside house clean-
ing, soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Louisi-
ana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic 
pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

 

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 
auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Louisi-
ana, 754-5812. (tf) 

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great 
personal gifts. 217-
656-3654 annahcx-
@gmail.com. (tf) 

FOR RENT
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 9 A.M.  
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GARAGE SALES FOR SALE

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$18,945

Stock #T5194A - 2022 Ford Bronco Sport 
Big Bend, Interior Color Ebony, Exterior 

Color Velocity Blue Metallic, 4 Wheel Drive, 
Auto, 124,949 Miles

Poage Ford

MOBILE HOMES

SERVICES SERVICES

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

FOR SALE

NO HUNTING

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

PUT  
OUR  

CLASSIFIEDS 
TO  

WORK  
FOR  
YOU

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy & staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling Green

Second Missionary Baptist Church 
West Hwy. 54 - Vandalia 

FISH FRY 
Friday, May 1 - 11 a.m.-? 

$14 Serving catfish, fried potatoes, baked beans, cole slaw 
Carry-Outs • Delivery Call 594-2146

SERVICES
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Mention succulents to an 
avid gardener and it isn’t 
long until the conversation 
gravitates toward the se-
dums. 

A favorite among gar-
deners, sedums are recog-
nized for their durability, 
drought tolerance and abil-
ity to thrive in even the most 
challenging environments, 
said University of Missouri 
Extension horticulturist 
David Trinklein. 

To promote this versatile 
plant, the National Garden 
Bureau has named sedum its 
Perennial of the Year for 
2026. 

A member of the Crassu-
laceae plant family, Sedum 
is a genus of succulent, her-
baceous perennials with 
fleshy, flat or rounded 
leaves, depending on the 
species. The genus name 
comes from the Latin word 
sedeo, meaning “to sit,” re-
ferring to the habit of many 
sedum species to sprawl 
over the ground. 

The genus may contain as 
many as 400 species, most 
of which are native to the 
Northern Hemisphere. 
Some of them spread along 
the ground and achieve a 
mature height of only a few 
inches; others have an up-
right growth habit and reach 
heights up to 24 inches. 
Many sedum cultivars 
prized by gardeners today 
are hybrids. 

The sedums are true suc-
culents, meaning they have 

both morphological and 
physiological adaptations 
that help them survive hot, 
arid conditions. The taller 
sedums produce large 
clusters of tiny, star-shaped 
flowers in shades of pink or 
red and can be used in bor-
ders or pollinator gardens. 
Because they tend to bloom 
in late summer and into fall, 
they are excellent for ex-
tending the flowering sea-
son of a pollinator garden. 

Although they also bear 
attractive flowers, the low-
growing, spreading sedums 
originally were grown for 
their foliage, which comes 
in a wide spectrum of 
colors, including shades of 
green, blue-gray, silver, 
deep purple, burgundy and 
bright yellow/chartreuse. 
They spread via roots that 
form on their horizontal, 
creeping stems. Spreading 
sedums are ideal for sunny 
slopes, in rock gardens, as 
low-maintenance ground 
covers and even for green 
roofs. Sedums should not be 
planted where they will be 
damages by human foot 
traffic. 

Sedums are easily grown 
in full-sun settings in aver-
age soils. As true succulents, 
sedums must have good soil 
drainage to perform well. 
Sandy to gravelly soils of 
average to moderate fertility 
are preferred. As mentioned 
above, they are extremely 
heat- and drought-tolerant 
but can withstand some light 

shade. Plants grown in 
overly rich soils or in too 
much shade will produce 
weak growth. 

Sedums are relatively 
pest-free. However, because 
of their succulent leaves and 
stems, slugs and snails can 
cause problems. Root rot is 
possible in wet and/or 
poorly drained conditions. 
Taller sedum hybrids with 
large flower heads are sus-
ceptible to flopping. Avoid 
this by providing full sun 
conditions and planting in 
soils that are not too moist 
or rich. Pinching in spring 
can also force stems to grow 
thicker and bushier. 

 
Popular sedum cultivars 

and their mature heights: 
 
Sedum spectabile ‘Bril-

liant’ (18-24 inches) 
Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’ 

(18-24 inches) 
Sedum ‘Mr. Goodbud’ 

(16-18 inches) 
Sedum telephium ‘Dark 

Magic’ (12-15 inches) 
Sedum ‘Dazzleberry’ (4-

6 inches) 
Sedum ‘Firecracker’ (4-6 

inches) 
Sedum spurium 

‘Dragon’s Blood’ (4-6 
inches) 

Sedum ‘Rosey Glow’ (4-
6 inches) 

Sedum kamtschaticum 
‘Weihenstephaner Gold’ (3-
6 inches) 

Sedum rupestre ‘Ange-
lina’ (3-6 inches)

Sedum: A Durable, Perennial Pollinator

Choose Easy 
Flowers Bulbs
Jump-start your spring 

garden by starting easy, in-
expensive tender bulbs in-
doors before the weather 
warms. 

Tuberous begonia. These 
have large, elaborate 
brightly colored blooms to 
shade gardens. They come 
in a variety of colors and 
forms. All thrive in shady 
areas, but they do best with 
some dappling or filtered 
sunlight during the day. 
Thanks to plant breeders, 
several new varieties are 
available that make stun-
ning additions to garden 
beds, patio containers or 
hanging baskets. 

Caladium. Caladium’s 
colorful, brilliant-veined fo-
liage has brightened shady 
spots for generations. Tradi-
tional varieties of this trop-
ical plant do well in shade 
or indirect light. Caladium 
“bulbs” are tubers that have 
“eyes,” like those of a po-
tato. For best results, re-
move the dominant eye in 
the center of the tuber with 
a paring knife. The sur-
rounding eyes emerge more 
uniformly when the center 
eye is removed. Although 
caladiums tolerate some 
sun, most gardeners save 
these colorful beauties to 
brighten shady areas.

Clarksville Memorial VFW 
Post 4610 and Auxiliary will have 
a barbecue fundraiser in Bowling 
Green Friday, May 1, beside the 
Mike Bankhead vegetable stand  

They will also be observing 
Days Of Service by collecting 
items and monetary donations for 
the nursing homes in the area, and 
the Mexico Veteran Home. Then on 
Saturday, May 2 they will be in 
Louisiana at the Pike County Me-
morial Hospital they will be partic-

ipating in the activities for Healthy 
Kids, with games and gifts for the 
youth and selling small hot dogs, 
chips and drinks from 9 a.m.-noon. 

On Sunday, May 26 they will be 
at Greenwood Cemetery with pre-
Memorial Day services at 3 p.m., 
and Monday, May 27 they will par-
ticipate in the Memorial Day Serv-
ices held by the American Legion 
Post 370 in Louisiana. 

To finish the month they will be 
at the Pike County Fairgrounds in 

Bowling Green on Saturday, May 
30, selling barbecue, and will have 
a table there for donations for Liz-
beth Redd. 

They are looking forward to this 
day that has been set aside for the 
Pike County Fire Departments. 

The two groups enjoy doing all 
of these things for our veterans. 

Regular meetings will be held 
on Monday, May 4, regular meet-
ings and installation of both post 
and auxiliary officers will be held.
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