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Clopton High School Class Of 2026  
Pictured are members of the Clopton High School Class of 2026 that graduated 

Sunday, May 17. 

NECAC Celebration 
 
NECAC is participating in National Community Action Month in Pike County 

during May. Pictured, from left, are NECAC Office Manager Christina Ray, Energy 
Assistance Counselors Judy Worlitz, Rebecca Shade and Danielle Sanders, LI-
HEAP Supervisor Angela Kattenbraker, Energy Assistance Counselor Paige Rob-
inson, Emergency Services Coordinators Dawn Harrell and Toby McCreery, 
Rental Assistance Programs Director Michelle Worthington, Energy Assistance 
Counselor Cindy Lake, Administrative Assistant Lilly Murry, Housing Assistance 
Counselor Durinda Martin, Pike County Service Coordinator Penny Dixon, Pike 
County Board Member Tommy Wallace and President and Chief Executive Officer 
Dan Page. NECAC, founded in 1965, administers more than 60 social service, 
community health and public housing programs through contracts and grants with 
government agencies, private businesses and other non-profit groups. More in-
formation is available by calling Dixon at 573-324-2207 or visiting the NECAC 
Pike County Service Center at 805 Business Highway 61 in Bowling Green. Hours 
are 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Thursday.

BY LARRY TWELLMAN 
Students and staff will 

pay slightly more for school 
meals next school year as a 
result of action taken at the 
May meeting of the Bowl-
ing Green R-I School 
Board.  

The cost for all meals 
will increase by 10 cents. 
Student breakfasts will cost 
$2.55, lunches at the ele-
mentary schools will cost 
$3.15; middle school 
lunches will cost $3.35 and 
lunches at the high school 
will be $3.45.  

 
In a related action, the 

board renewed the district’s 
contract with Chartwell to 
provide the district’s food 
service program. Cost for 
the contracted service will 
be the amounts that Chart-
well submitted in the three-
year proposal that was 
approved last school year.  

Courtney Young, director 
of curriculum for the dis-
trict, reported to the board 
on a pilot project in the dis-
trict’s Title I program.  

The Title I program is a 
federally funded program to 
help students who struggle 
with concepts in language 
and math. Normally, Title I 
teachers tutor small groups 
of students outside the regu-
lar classroom. During the 
2025-26 school year, one of 
the Title I teachers spent 
four days a week tutoring 
small groups and one day a 
week coaching several 
classroom teachers on 
strategies to use during reg-
ular classroom instruction.  

The results of the pilot 
program showed greater im-
provement in student test 
scores and in teacher satis-
faction with the coaching 
help. Young reported that 
the program would have 
two teachers working in this 
manner with the students 
and staff next school year.  

The board set the dates 
for high school graduation 
and eighth grade promotion 
for next school year. High 
school graduation will be on 
Friday, May 14, and eighth 
grade promotion will be on 

Thursday, May 20. 
Matt Chance, athletic di-

rector, reported on the extra 
curricular programs at the 
middle and high schools. 
Chance expressed his con-
cern over the district’s out-
door sports facilities. 
Chance urged the board to 
consider improvements to 
the track surface and to the 
football practice field in ad-
dition to other facility con-
cerns.  

In other action, the board 
approved the district’s Ca-
reer Ladder Plan. That plan 
allows teachers to earn pay-
ment for work with students 
outside the regular school 
day.  

 
A portion of the money 

spent is reimbursed by the 
State of Missouri. The 
Board also approve a district 
Literacy Plan which is part 
of the state initiative, Mis-
souri Read, Lead, Exceed. 
That local plan was devel-
oped by district teachers and 
administrators to improve 
student literacy.

Bowling Green School Meals Will 
Increase Slightly For Students

BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
It went off with a bang. 
A month before the Japa-

nese attacked Pearl Harbor, 
Louisiana began construc-
tion for a plant that would 
help America win World 
War II by staging a simu-
lated invasion on “Card-
board City.” 

Fifteen mock buildings 
were destroyed at the Mis-
souri Ordinance Works, 
now the site of Dyno Nobel 
along Highway 79 at the 
south edge of Louisiana. 

The idea was novel, but 
fitting. The plant would 
make explosives for the mil-
itary. 

Popular Mechanics mag-
azine dryly said the facility 
had substituted “gunfire and 
dynamite for the conven-
tional formalities usually 
performed with a spade.” 

Perhaps the most dra-
matic description was of-
fered by Associated Press 
reporter Henry B. Jameson, 
who touched upon concerns 
about the threat posed by 
America’s potential 
enemies. 

“The inevitable fate of an 
unprotected village caught 
in the path of a modern war 
machine was vividly por-
trayed today in a simulated 
infantry and artillery attack 
on a cardboard city that was 
blown up in 30 minutes,” 
Jameson wrote. 

The edifices looked like 
something from a movie set, 
with different shapes, styles 
and designs. There was a 
courthouse, skyscraper, 
church, stores and homes 
measuring eight to 16 feet 
tall and eight-12 feet wide. 

Since spectators were to 
be kept a quarter-mile away 
during the invasion, girls 
from the National Youth As-
sociation volunteered to add 
bright paint so that the struc-
tures stood out. 

The groundbreaking was 
set for 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
9. The explosions were to 
start at 3. The Louisiana 
Chamber of Commerce 
sponsored a parade before 
the ceremony, with the pro-
cession led by former gov-
ernor and hometown 
nursery owner Lloyd Stark, 
who had lost a U.S. Senate 
primary the year before to 
incumbent Harry Truman. 

Local leaders had hoped 
to bring in tanks and fighter 
planes, but had to settle for 
several 75 mm guns and 300 

soldiers from a Fort Leon-
ard Wood artillery brigade. 

“As they fired, red flares 
and smoke bombs indicated 
hits or misses,” Jameson 
told readers. “When a direct 
hit was scored, the shell-like 
structures were blown high 
into the sky.” 

Ten thousand people 
turned out, despite sub-
freezing temperatures and a 
chilly wind. The “peaceful 
valley” in which the attack 
took place “was a virtual 
quagmire as a result of re-
cent snow and rains,” 
Jameson wrote. Soldiers at-
tacked from three sides and 
got practical experience in 
foul-weather training. 

The main speaker was 
Frederick Muhlenberg, a 
highly-decorated World War 
I veteran who was with the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
The Corps contracted with 
Hercules Powder Company 
to build the $20 million 
plant (more than $638 mil-
lion today) covering 620 
acres. 

The lieutenant colonel 
told the crowd the Louisiana 
facility was “a most impor-
tant link in the chain of na-
tional defense” and that 
America must be ready if 
war came. 

“It is a vital necessity,” 
he said. “The country will 
be defended, cost what it 
may. If we fail in prepared-
ness today, we fall tomor-
row.” 

Muhlenberg, a Repub-
lican who later followed six 
relatives in congressional 
service and retired from his 
architectural firm a week 

after turning 90, also ad-
dressed national divisions, 
especially those between 
workers and manufacturers 
– an issue of contention 
coming out of the Great De-
pression. 

“Whatever may be the 
differences between em-
ployers and employees, or 
between labor organiza-
tions, they are all on one 
side, while Hitler is on the 
other,” he said, adding that 
Americans’ “love of country 
must not in this national cri-
sis be sabotaged by any op-
portunist.” 

The plant provided hun-
dreds of jobs during the war, 
sometimes bringing three 
shifts of workers by train 
from Hannibal to meet de-
mand. The closest Nazis s 
ever got to invading Louisi-
ana was a prisoner of war 
camp near what is now the 
intersection of 15th and 
North Carolina. After the 
surrender of Germany and 
Japan, the facility made fer-
tilizer, agricultural products 
and other chemicals. 

Hercules took full control 
of the plant from the gov-
ernment in 1954. The com-
pany merged with Ashland 
Inc. in 2008 and the facility 
later was acquired by Dyno 
Nobel’s parent company, In-
citec Pivot Limited 

 
The Louisiana Area His-

torical Museum has a room 
dedicated to Hercules, The 
collection includes a book 
about the company entitled 
“Labors of a Modern Her-
cules” by Davis Dyer and 
David B. Sicilia.   

Blown Away 
Pre-WWII Staged Attack Levels 
‘Cardboard City’

CHS Valedictorian, Salutatorian 
Campbell Lindsay was named valedictorian and Gracey MacLaughlin was sa-

lutatorian of the Clopton High School Class of 2026.

Winners of Van-Far 
Alumni and Friends scholar-
ships were announced at the 
May 12 awards assembly.   

These include Trinity 
Skwirtz (Alumni renewable 
scholarship); Emma Freie 
(Carol Bishop Smith Me-
morial Scholarship); Lind-
say Jones (Alan Adam 
Memorial Scholarship); 
Jackson Fischer (Dan and 
Margaret Wise Memorial 
Scholarship and Elaine 
Brookshier Memorial 
Scholarship); Lexie Jones 
(Muriel Beshears Memorial 
Scholarship); Easton Sharp 
(Class of 1964 Tech School 
Scholarship and Alumni 
Scholarship); Evan Utter-
back (Natalie Gibson Me-
morial Scholarship and 
Alumni Scholarship); and 
Makayla McCurdy (Alumni 
Scholarship). 

At the Alumni and 
friends board meeting April 
23, it was announced that 
applications for alumni col-
lege scholarships and the 
Zandra Dowell Memorial 
Scholarship (for a student 
pursuing an education de-
gree) must be submitted by 
July 3.  Applications are 
available at the high school. 

Board members made 
plans for the annual reunion 
This year the members will 
host an open house at 
Family Life Center (First 
Baptist Church) immedi-
ately following the Prairie 
Days parade on Saturday, 
Sept. 26. 

Former Van-Far alumni, 
educators, staff members 
and friends are invited to 
gather at the center, allow-
ing time for visiting and 
learning more about the 

goals of the association. It is 
hoped that those attending 
Prairie Days activities will 
include this opportunity in 
their plans.   

Recent gifts to the associ-
ation include a gift to the 
Alan Adam Scholarship by 
Loralee Adam; Class of 
1968 in memory of Mary 
Heim Hall; and gifts in 
memory of Sondra Arndt by 
Timmy Crow, Cynthia 
Branstetter, Marion and 
Sherry Allen, Ralph and 
Christy Nelson, Dan and 
Julie Pehle, Snuffy Smith, 
Lyle and Elizabeth Todd and 
anonymous gifts. 

Board members in atten-
dance were Jim Current, Jim 
Deppe, Janet Heim, Brian 
Hummel, Debby Moore, 
Joyce Nolan, and Carol 
Schambach.  Guest, Denny 
Wright also attended.

Van-Far Alumni Announces Scholarship Winners

Missouri Ordinance Works employees stand in 
“Cardboard City,” a mock town that was blown up as 
part of a groundbreaking ceremony for the company’s 
plant in Louisiana on Nov. 9, 1941.  

Photo by ACME News Pictures Inc.
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Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  
www.callawaylivestock.com 

Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 
24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 

John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 

Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 

Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 

Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 

Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 

Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 

Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 

Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133
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Feeder Sale Report For 5-18-2026      Monday Receipts 3,388 Head

NECAC will receive $1.5 
million for home weatheriza-
tion projects in four counties as 
part of Google’s development 
of a new data center and com-
munity upgrades at New Flor-
ence in Montgomery County. 

Google made the announce-
ment of the $15 billion invest-
ment May 20 at the Laborers 
and Contractors Training 
Center in High Hill. 

The $1.5 million covering 
one year will pay for weather-
ization projects in Montgom-
ery, Lincoln, Pike and Warren 
counties. NECAC anticipates 
hiring six people to join its 
weatherization team, which 
covers an additional eight Mis-
souri counties. The agency 
takes applications for the pro-
gram year-round. 

“NECAC is very excited to 
partner with Google and have 
the opportunity to weatherize 
more homes and make them 
energy efficient,” said NECAC 
Deputy Director for Housing 
Development Programs Carla 
Potts. “Our core mission has al-
ways been to empower low-in-
come families and strengthen 
our neighborhoods, and central 
to this is ensuring home energy 

costs are truly affordable. With 
this partnership, we are directly 
addressing the burden of high 
utility bills through vital home 
repairs and upgrades, while in-
vesting in our future work-
force.” 

Google said the investment 
is built on a commitment to 
build data centers the right 
way—through responsibly in-
creasing local infrastructure ca-
pacity, expanding energy 
affordability programs and 
funding thousands of jobs in 
the region. 

“Google’s historic invest-
ment in Montgomery County is 
a testament to Missouri’s grow-
ing reputation as a premier des-
tination for innovation and 
next-generation technology,” 
said Missouri Governor Mike 
Kehoe. “Beyond the significant 
economic impact and job crea-
tion, Google has demonstrated 
a true commitment to strength-
ening the community through 
local partnerships, investments, 
grants and support for area 
businesses. This project repre-
sents more than infrastruc-
ture—it’s an investment in 
Missouri families, communities 
and long-term opportunity. We 

are proud to partner with com-
panies like Google that are 
helping drive economic growth 
while making a meaningful dif-
ference in the communities 
they call home.” 

“We look forward to ex-
panding Google’s investments 
in Missouri and helping Mis-
sourians benefit from the next 
wave of American innovation,” 
said Ruth Porat, President and 
Chief Investment Officer of Al-
phabet and Google. “To deliver 
the upside of technology, we 
are investing in workforce de-
velopment and energy afford-
ability, both directly and 
through our partnerships with 
local organizations. This com-
mitment will provide thousands 
of Missourians with valuable 
technical and trade skills, while 
supporting energy affordability 
for residents in Montgomery 
County and across the state." 

“We are proud to welcome 
Google’s investment in our 
community,” said Ryan Poston, 
Montgomery County Presiding 
Commissioner. “This project 
represents a major step forward 
in economic development—
driving job creation, expanding 
our tax base to help reduce 

property tax for local citizens 
and creating resilient long-term 
growth for Montgomery 
County. It’s a clear example of 
what strong partnerships can 
accomplish.” 

Increasing Local Infrastruc-
ture Capacity and Expanding 
Energy Affordability  

When Google builds data 
centers, the company pays for 
100 percent of the power it 
uses, and it will cover the in-

frastructure costs directly 
driven by its operations. 

To date, Google has con-
tracted to bring more than one 
gigawatt (GW) of new genera-
tion capacity to Missouri, and 
through its partnership with 
Ameren- Google is supporting 
the development of more than 
500 megawatts (MW) of ad-
ditional capacity. 

Google also worked with 
Ameren and Evergy to bring 
the Capacity Commitment 
Framework (CCF) to Missouri, 
which ensures Google and 
other large energy customers 
pay for their electricity and in-
frastructure needs, protect local 
ratepayers and actively bolster 
the long-term resilience of the 
electricity grid. 

“Google’s major investment 
in Montgomery County reflects 
what’s possible through strong 
partnerships with local and 
state officials to support signif-
icant economic growth,” said 
Martin J. Lyons Jr., Chairman, 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Ameren Corporation. 
“This is the largest economic 
development project in Ameren 
Missouri’s service territory, and 
our new large load rate struc-
ture is designed to ensure we 
continue to deliver safe, reli-
able electric service for all cus-
tomers at the lowest cost 
possible, with robust protec-
tions and generational benefits 
for the communities we serve.” 

To further address energy af-
fordability, Google also an-
nounced a $20 million Energy 
Impact Fund to support pro-
grams that drive down monthly 
energy bills for households in 
Missouri—focused on Mont-
gomery, Clay, Platte, and other 
counties surrounding Google’s 
planned data centers in Kansas 
City and New Florence. 
NECAC is one of the first re-
cipients. In addition to weath-
erizing homes, funding will 
also support the NECAC 
Weatherization Apprenticeship 
Program by expanding its ca-
pacity and providing new 
equipment and tools to repair 
crews.  

Protecting Local Water 
Supply 

Google is committed to re-
sponsibly managing water re-
sources where it builds and 
operates data centers, and en-
suring its growth never comes 
at the expense of the com-
munities it calls home. 

The Montgomery County 
data center will use advanced 
air-cooling technology, limiting 

water consumption to uses like 
kitchens. Google replenishes 
more freshwater than it con-
sumes by supporting local wa-
tershed projects like the 
Missouri SWAN Smart Irriga-
tion Initiative, which protects 
surface and groundwater 
supplies by helping participat-
ing farms optimize irrigation 
and reduce runoff.  

Creating Local Jobs and 
Supporting Economic Opportu-
nity   

Google data centers serve as 
powerful economic engines, 
with every direct position gen-
erating nearly nine additional 
roles locally—spanning spe-
cialized construction, HVAC 
repair, maintenance and land-
scaping. 

This powerful multiplier ef-
fect is clear in Missouri, where 
the project will create thou-
sands of construction jobs over 
the build period and hundreds 
of direct, long-term operational 
roles once the facility is up and 
running. 

To help prepare Missourians 
for skilled job opportunities, 
Google is collaborating with 
the Construction Laborers and 
Contractors Joint Training 
Fund of Eastern Missouri to 
support the Laborers and Con-
tractors Training Center. This 
project will enable the center to 
train more than 2,300 construc-
tion laborers, including 1,500 
apprentices, over the next two 
years. 

"You can’t build the infras-
tructure of the future without 
investing in the workforce of 
today," said Brandon Flinn, 
Business Manager, Missouri-
Kansas Laborers' District 
Council. "Google understands 
that meaningful community in-
vestment means supporting the 
local workers. This collabo-
ration significantly expands our 
ability to recruit, train, and 
graduate the next generation of 
construction craft laborers. By 
aligning technical infrastruc-
ture projects with robust work-
force programs, we are creating 
family-sustaining career oppor-
tunities that strengthen local 
communities, support working 
families and fuel Missouri’s 
economy for generations to 
come." 

These workforce devel-
opment investments comple-
ment Google’s Skilled Trades 
and Readiness (STAR) Pro-
gram in Kansas City that equips 
local talent with the entry-level 
skills needed for rewarding ca-
reers in construction and the 

trades. 
To date, nearly 130 Missou-

rians have graduated from the 
program, with the majority now 
actively employed in related 
construction or trade roles. Also 
in Kansas City, the company is 
supporting a major new work-
force development facility and 
expanding K-12 Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics (STEAM) pro-
grams to prepare students with 
the in-demand skills and digital 
capabilities needed for the fu-
ture economy.  

To further root Google’s 
commitment to Missouri, 
Google is helping launch a 
first-of-its-kind mobile sensory 
and accessibility resource 
center at festivals, sporting 
events, schools and community 
gatherings across Missouri to 
remove barriers to community 
participation. 

“For years, our community 
has worked strategically to pre-
pare for transformational in-
vestment opportunities like 
this, and today that vision is be-
coming a reality. Google’s deci-
sion to invest in a new data 
center here is a testament to the 
strength of our infrastructure, 
workforce, leadership and 
long-term economic devel-
opment planning,” said Brent 
Speight, Chairman, Greater 
Montgomery Economic Devel-
opment Council. “Beyond the 
immediate construction activity 
and high-quality jobs this proj-
ect will create, the long-term 
tax revenues generated by this 
investment will provide mean-
ingful support for our local 
schools, public services and 
community priorities for dec-
ades to come. This project rep-
resents more than economic 
growth—it is an investment in 
the future of our residents, stu-
dents, and region as a whole.” 

“Google’s continued growth 
in Missouri reflects both the 
strength of our state and the 
company’s long-term commit-
ment to the communities where 
it operates,” said Sbash Alias, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Missouri Partnership. “Across 
Missouri, Google has demon-
strated that it is more than an 
industry leader—it is a strong 
corporate citizen that invests in 
local partnerships, workforce 
development and community 
impact. This investment in 
Montgomery County repre-
sents another significant mile-
stone for our state and 
reinforces Missouri’s position 
as a leading destination for 
technology and innovation.” 

“This project will deliver 
lasting economic benefits 
through new investment, sup-
port for local businesses and 
meaningful community part-
nerships that help create oppor-
tunities for Missourians,” said 
Michelle Hataway, Department 
of Economic Development Di-
rector. “Google’s commitment 
to community engagement, 
workforce development and 
local initiatives demonstrates 
the type of corporate partner-
ship that helps communities 
grow and prosper for genera-
tions to come.” 

By anchoring Google’s in-
frastructure growth to tangible 
investments in generation ca-
pacity, energy affordability and 
career opportunities, the com-
pany is reinforcing its dedica-
tion to being a responsible, 
long-term neighbor, and active 
community member in the 
Show-Me State.  

Learn more about Google’s 
commitment to its data center 
communities at datacenters. 
google and Google in Missouri 
at g.co/economicimpact/mis-
souri.

NECAC Clients Benefit From Google Investment

NECAC President and Chief Executive Officer Dan 
Page and Deputy Director for Housing Development 
Programs Carla Potts meet with Montgomery County 
Commissioner and NECAC Board Member Dave 
Teeter before the ceremony.

Google's Ruth Porat, 
left, poses with NECAC's 
Carla Potts.

NECAC's Carla Potts, left, and Dan Page, right, 
meet with Missouri Gov. Mike Kehoe, and Missouri 
First Lady Claudia Kehoe.
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$4.29 for a gallon of gas?…
..really? As I was watching the dial 
at the fuel pump race past the C-
Note mark while filling my tank, I 
thought to myself, Man, I haven’t 
seen prices like these for a couple 
of years. What am I really paying 
for?  

We have all the oil we could ever 
use beneath our feet, and I’m still 
paying this much for fuel? After pon-
dering about it for a little bit, I got to 
thinking about our freedoms, and 
about the article I wrote last week. 
Freedoms are not free, and some-
times they hurt our pocketbook for 
a bit. 

Iran has threatened the U.S., and 
has wished death upon us for the 
past 47 years. They have enriched 
uranium, the essential ingredient for 
nuclear weapons, and nobody on 
the face of the planet wants them to 
have nuclear capabilities. If action 
wasn’t taken now to stop this evil 
regime, it would not have been 
done for a long time. In my estima-
tion, at least seven years! Every 
U.S. President knows that doing 
something like this could mark the 
end of their political career, and 

possibly create irreparable damage 
to the party that they represent.  

That being said, no first term 
President would ever consider 
going into this battle, unless they 
had to, and then it might be too late. 
The next President of the United 
States of America is going to be in 
his/her first term, and without an in-
credible amount of provocation, 
would hesitate, possibly even re-
fuse to act during it. So, three years 
left of this current administration, 
and four years of the next admin-
istration equals seven years. That is 
too long to sit around and hope that 
Iran does the right thing. This, of 
course, is if our next President gets 
reelected for a second term. Seven 
years could grow to 11 or more very 
quickly. 

Yes, times are tough right now, 
and unexpected financial hiccups, 
such as rising fuel costs, can feel 
debilitating. With that I ask you, 
when filling up your tank next time, 
to really think about what you are 
buying? Odds are, it is a heck of a 
lot more than a tank of gas. 

Have a great weekend, Bowling 
Green!

From The Mayor’s Desk...

America 250! Celebration 
The Pike County Chapter, NSDAR, officers set up 

a two-window America 250! display in the Louisiana 
Area Museum in downtown Louisiana.The concept 
was developed by Vice Regent Cindy Blaylock who 
enlisted the following Chapter officers for this particu-
lar project. Those assisting Cindy in setting up the dis-
play in the two windows were Secretary Alice 
Holtzhouser, Chaplain Jill Perkins and Regent Sandy 
Orf. The display is to remain in place for the duration 
of the local America 250! celebration. Pictured above 
is the window with the mannequin.

Pictured are posters, etc., in the windows of the 
Louisiana Area Museum in downtown Louisiana for 
the America 250! celebration.

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy & staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 
Call today - 573-324-2225 

300 W. Main  
Bowling Green

Vandalia Barber Shop 
215B S. Main - Vandalia 
573-594-3521 
Tuesday - Wednesday - 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 
Harold Williams 

Celebrate National Dairy Month
From protein and cal-

cium to the taste people 
love, dairy delivers the 
whole package for every 
age every day. June is Na-
tional Dairy Month, making 
it the perfect time to cele-
brate dairy foods and the 
hardworking dairy farmers 
who make milk, cheese and 
yogurt staple foods across 
the United States.  

“Whether you are head-
ing to practice, the class-
room or work, dairy 
delivers the nutrients your 
body needs,” said Jessica 
Kassel, nutrition educator 
with the St. Louis District 
Dairy Council. “Milk, yo-
gurt and cheese add protein, 
calcium and B vitamins, just 
to name a few nutrients, to 
meals and snacks. It’s nu-
trition that shows up for you 
every day. When you build 

a robust meal that supports 
whole body health, you will 
have the energy and stamina 
to meet the day’s demands.” 

All dairy milk, whether 
whole, 2 percent, low-fat or 
fat-free, offers 13 essential 
nutrients, including high-
quality protein; calcium; po-
tassium; phosphorus; 
iodine; zinc; selenium, vita-
mins A, D and B12; ribofla-
vin; niacin and pantothenic 
acid. These nutrients sup-
port bone health, muscle 
synthesis and repair, energy 
production and immune 
system health across the li-
fespan. Yogurt and cheese, 
which are made from dairy 
milk, also deliver protein, 
calcium and B vitamins. 

Diverse dairy products 
abound 

Stroll the dairy section of 
the grocery store, and you 

will find a variety of milk, 
cheese, yogurt and other 
dairy foods. With so many 
options, it’s easy to meet the 
2025-2030 Dietary Guide-
lines for Americans rec-
ommendation of three 
servings of dairy a day. The 
guidelines also encourage 
the inclusion of nutrient-
dense dairy foods across a 
range of fat levels as part of 
a balanced eating pattern. 

This June, discover 
dairy’s nutrition package. 
Try new dairy foods to ex-
pand your mealtime experi-
ences and enjoy the food 
with your family. Your meal 
choices support the local 
dairy farmers in your com-
munity who work every day 
to feed America.  

 
Visit www.stldairycoun-

cil.org for more information 
on the health benefits of 
dairy. You may also contact 
Jessica Kassel at 314-835-
9668 or jkassel@stldairy-
council.org. Follow St. 
Louis District Dairy Coun-
cil on Facebook and Insta-
gram at STLDairyCouncil.

Summer Reading Program 
At Vandalia Library

"Unearth a Story" is the theme 
for the 2026 Summer Reading Pro-
gram at the Vandalia Library.  

Sign up begins on June 1st  for 
Pre-K through age 17. We have 
scheduled some fun programs suit-
able for all ages. Weekly prizes 
begin June 22nd for children Pre-K 
through 12 years old.  

Big drawing prizes are awarded 
to participants who complete the 
program. Stop by the Vandalia Li-
brary and register. For questions, call 
the library at 573-594-6600. 

Programs: 
July 9 at 1 p.m. - Uncovering 

Reptiles - Dept. of Conservation 
July 16 at 1 p.m. - T.B.A. - Mark 

Twain Lake Corps of Engineers 
July 20 at 9:30 p.m. - Bubble 

Time with Rick (alternate program 
indoors if raining) 

July 23 at 1 p.m. - Unearthing 
Our Native Americans and Missouri 
Resources - Dept. of Natural Re-
sources 

July 30 at 1 p.m. - Tour the Van-
dalia Museum

Flags Fly High Over Mark Twain State Park
America is turning 250 

this year, and Mark Twain 
State Park near Florida, 
Missouri, is making sure the 
milestone doesn’t go un-
noticed. Throughout the 
park, a new wave of flags 
marks the park’s role in the 
national celebration, invit-
ing visitors to reflect on 
two-and-a-half centuries of 
history in the namesake park 
of one of the country’s 
greatest icons. 

The team at Mark Twain 
State Park is known for their 
patriotism. Rachel Hoe-
mann, park superintendent, 
said the flags at the park rep-
resent not only the spirit of 
America, but also the spirit 
of Missouri’s state parks. 

“Seeing these flags will 
remind our guests that his-
tory isn't just in books; it's in 
the land as well,” Hoemann 
said. “Mark Twain said true 
patriotism is loyalty to your 
country all the time. By 
placing these flags in the 
park, we aren't just celebrat-
ing a date on a calendar; we 
are honoring the honest and 
often humorous spirit that 
Twain gave to the American 
identity.” 

For those spending time 
camping, fishing or hiking 
the trails of Mark Twain 
State Park this year, the 
message is simple: America 
is still unfolding, and its his-
tory is as vibrant and endur-
ing as the Missouri hills 
themselves. Hoemann in-
vites guests to visit the park 
and reflect on the past as 
well as the future, and to 
celebrate our beloved coun-
try. 

The primary source of 
funding for the state park 
system, is half of the ded-
icated constitutional tax of 
one-tenth-of-one-percent 
Parks, Soils and Water Sales 
Tax. The tax provides about 
three-fourths of the di-
vision's budget for operation 
and development of state 
parks. All additional funding 
for Missouri's Division of 
State Parks comes from 
revenues generated in the 
state park system and some 
federal funds. 

For more information on 
state parks and historic sites, 
visit the Missouri State 
Parks website. Missouri 
State Parks is a division of 
the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources.

Our Lady Of Good Success 
Louisiana • 573-567-4125 

proudly presents

Siena 
Sick

Siena Sick is the daughter of 
Matthew and Kelly Sick. She 
plans to attend St. Mary’s Col-
lege-St. Mary’s, Kan.

Our Lady Of Good Success 
Louisiana • 573-567-4125 

proudly presents

Ella 
Weber

Ella Weber is the daughter of 
Doug and Bridget Weber. She 
plans to attend Benedictine Col-
lege-Atchison, Kan., to major in 
nursing and minor in art.

Rita  
Deters

Rita Deters is the daughter 
of Pat and Catherine Deters. 
She has been accepted to St. 
Mary’s College-St. Mary’s, 
Kan.

Our Lady Of Good Success 
Louisiana • 573-567-4125 

proudly presents

Abygale Schnitzer is the 
daughter of Brad and Bethany 
Snitzer. She plans to attend St. 
Mary’s College-St. Mary’s, Kan.

Abygale 
Schnitzer

Our Lady Of Good Success 
Louisiana • 573-567-4125 

proudly presents

Michaela 
Deters

Michaela Deters is the 
daughter of Michael and Jes-
sica Deters. Her future plans 
are undecided.

Our Lady Of Good Success 
Louisiana • 573-567-4125 

proudly presents

Madeline 
McManness

Madeline McManness is the 
daughter of Dale and Mayne 
McManness. She plans to at-
tend Maryville University to 
study exercise science.
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Susan Gamm 
Susan Gamm, 76, of rural 

Bowling Green died at 
Maple Grove Nursing 
Home Monday, May 18, 
2026. 

Visitation for Susan was 
Thursday at Bibb-Veach Fu-
neral Home in Bowling 
Green from 4-8 p.m. 

A memorial worship 
service was at Curryville 
Baptist Church on Friday at 
10 a.m. 

Susan was born Dec. 20, 
1949, to Billie Joe and Doris 
Rader Chapman. She was a 
member of Second Baptist 
Church of Bowling Green 
where she grew to know 
Jesus Christ as her Savior 
and was baptized as a child. 
She graduated from Bowl-
ing Green High School with 
the class of 1967. Susan 
married Jerry Gamm on 
Sept. 18, 1968, and was 
blessed with two children, 
Stephanie and Tim. 

Susan taught in the Bowl-
ing Green School District 
for 30 years. She started 
working as a teacher’s aide 
for two years and decided to 
continue her education earn-
ing a teaching degree from 
Northeast Missouri State 
University. Mrs. Gamm then 
taught fourth grade at Bowl-
ing Green Elementary for 26 
years. She retired from full-
time teaching to begin tutor-
ing at Frankford Elementary 
for an additional four years. 
Throughout her teaching ca-
reer, she touched the lives of 
countless students, col-
leagues, and families. 

Jerry and Susan started 
their ministry at Curryville 
Baptist Church in July 1999, 
where Susan served in many 
capacities, the most impor-
tant keeping Jerry focused 
on “the next thing!” and or-
ganizing various church 
ministries. 

Susan is survived by her 
husband, Jerry; one daugh-
ter, Stephanie Bailey and 
husband, Brock; and a son, 
Tim Gamm and wife, Feli-
cia; a brother, Marty Chap-
man and wife, Debbie; an 
aunt, Rita Junger and hus-
band, John; and their nine 
GRANDS, Austin Bailey, 
and wife, Ashley, Micah 
Bailey and wife, Shaylen, 
Noah Gamm and Allison, 
Elise Luebbering and hus-
band, Ben, Hannah Read-
nour and husband, Eli, 
Jessica Kroencke and Kaleb,  
Breanne Kroencke, Chloe 
Kroenke and George, and 
Avery Gamm. They have 
also been blessed with 
GREAT grands, Addison, 
Ashtyn, Tristan, Garth, Aria, 
Harvey, and Theodore. 
Susan is also survived by 
nieces, Lee Ann Ledford 
and husband, Kelly, their 
children, Liam, Luke, and 
Ella; and niece, Jenny Chap-
man Fowler; and her son, 
John. 

Susan had a focus in life, 
simple but very profound; 
“FAITH, FAMILY, 
FRIENDS!” The Lord 
blessed her with all, and her 
favorite line to share with 
others was “bless your 
heart”. 

Serving as pallbearers 
were Jeff Weable, Austin 
Bailey, Micah Bailey, Noah 
Gamm, Ben Luebbering, 
and Eli Readnour. 

Donations can be made to 
the Curryville Baptist 
Church or Community Lov-
ing Care Hospice in Bowl-
ing Green. 

Michael 
George 
Schroeder 

Michael George 
Schroeder, also known as 
“Old Mike”, 71, of Bowling 
Green died Friday, May 15, 
2026, at Country View 
Nursing Facility in Bowling 

Green. 
The family will hold a 

private graveside service. A 
Celebration of Life was held 
Friday beginning at 4 p.m., 
at Double A’s Haus in Bowl-
ing Green. 

Bibb-Veach Funeral 
Homes and Crematory of 
Bowling Green handled cre-
mation rites. 

Mike was born Feb. 5, 
1955, to Leo Henry and 
Frances Elizabeth Niemeyer 
Schroeder. He was united in 
marriage to Debbie Lloyd 
on June 7, 2012. She pre-
ceded him in death on 
March 8, 2017. 

Mike spent most of his 
life in Pike County. He was 
a 1973 graduate of Bowling 
Green High School. He was 
employed with St. Louis 
Bridge Company for over 
25 years. Mike was an avid 
outdoorsman, and he en-
joyed fishing and hunting; 
especially quail. He was a 
proud lifetime member of 
the NRA. 

Mike is survived by chil-
dren, Mike Schroeder and 
wife, Charlotte of Curryville 
and Marcia Howland and 
Zachery Cameron of Bowl-
ing Green; grandchildren, 
Michala Rudder and hus-
band, Trenton, Mitchell 
Schroeder, Madison Miller 
and husband, Trey, Chase 
Haddock, and William 
Howland II; great-grand-
children, Bonnie Calhoun, 
Maverick Rudder, and Evie 
Rudder (expected June 
2026); sisters, Debbie Cox 
and husband, Butch, Lisa 
Sisson, and Rebecca 
Schroeder; along with 
nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife; and 
a brother, Danny Schroeder. 

Memorials may be made 
to Pike County Hope. 

William ‘Bill’ 
Fred Hughlett 

William “Bill” Fred 
Hughlett, 90, of Monroe 
City, formerly of Louisiana 
died Sunday, May 17, 2026 
at the Monroe Manor in 
Paris. 

It was his desire to be cre-
mated and his ashes will be 
buried at Riverview Ceme-
tery at a later date. No serv-
ices are scheduled at this 
time. 

He was born Dec. 30, 
1935 in St. Louis to Fred 
Moore Hughlett and Emma 
Mae Pritchett Hughlett. He 
married Elizabeth Moore on 
Sept. 14, 1958. To this union 
was born a son, William 
Hughlett, Jr.; and daughters, 
Debra Hughlett and Lisa L. 
Burns. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Betty; a daughter, Lisa 
Hughlett Burns; numerous 
grandchildren; great-grand-
children; and nieces and 
nephews. 

William graduated from 
Louisiana High School and 
attended one year at Culver-
Stockton College. He then 
went into the United States 
Navy and after several years 
joined the United States 
Army National Guard and 
spent enough years to retire. 
He worked most of his life 
in law enforcement. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is in charge of 
cremation rites. 

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral. 
com. 

William ‘Bill’ 
James Orr Sr. 

William “Bill” James 
Orr, Sr., 84, of Liberty en-
tered the gates of heaven to 
meet His Heavenly Father 
on Saturday, May 16, 2026. 

He was born to Burl and 
Aurelia Feldman Orr on 

April 24, 1942 at home in 
Vandalia. He married, Betty 
Lee Tyree on June 17, 1964 
in Kansas City. Bill joined 
the United States Army on 
Nov. 29, 1963 and he be-
came a drill sergeant. He 
was honorably discharged 
on Nov. 28, 1969. Bill was a 
manager and a district man-
ager for both P.N. Hirsch 
and Walmart. He was highly 
respected and adored by his 
employees. Years after he 
retired, they still would tell 
him that he was the best 
boss they ever had and ap-
preciated his encouragement 
and willingness to step in to 
help, no job too small or too 
large for him to undertake. 
He was a hard-working, 
selfless man who was ad-
mired and loved by so many. 
He had a great sense of 
humor. He was a faithful 
servant of His Heavenly 
Father by his service as a 
deacon, a Sunday School 
teacher, and faithful vol-
unteer at the different 
churches he attended 
throughout his life’s jour-
ney. Even witnessing to his 
nurses while in rehab after 
his stroke. 

Bill enjoyed spending his 
time with his family, he 
loved woodworking and 
doing other projects in his 
shop, gardening, flower and 
lawn care. He suffered a 
massive stroke in August of 
2018 which left him para-
lyzed entirely on his left 
side, never to be able to 
walk again. Bill went from 
an active sun up to sun 
down lifestyle to a devastat-
ing sit in a chair until his 
healing as he entered 
Heaven. This was extremely 
hard and very humbling for 
him. His devoted wife, 
Betty, cared for him in their 
home for seven years with 
the help of family before 
having to move him into a 
care facility. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, a brother, 
Gary, one brother-in-law, 
Rick Rippeto, and a great-
niece, Collins Rippeto. 

 
Bill is survived by his 

wife of almost 62 years, 
Betty Tyree Orr; his chil-
dren, Bill Orr and wife, 
Brenda, Kathy Payne and 
husband, Kelley, and Kevin 
Orr; as well as seven grand-
children, Brea Chipman and 
husband, Will, Justin Payne 
and wife, Erika, Dawn Orr, 
Amber Phillips and hus-
band, Dylan, Dani Orr, Au-
brey Hartley, and Tyler Orr; 
four great p-grandchildren, 
Lily and Layla Payne, Elijah 
and Elliana Phillips; a 
brother, Burl Orr, Jr.and 
wife, Connie; three sisters, 
Jan Rippeto, Donna Mudd 
and husband, Dale, Deedra 
Fischer and husband, Tom; 
and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Beverly Ann 
Barnes Largent 

Funeral services for 
Beverly Ann Barnes 
Largent, 81, of Vandalia, 
were at 3 p.m., Sunday at 
Bienhoff Funeral Home in 
Vandalia with pastor Jerry 
Gamm officiating. Burial 
followed in Vandalia Ceme-
tery. 

Visitation was Sunday 
from 1 p.m., until the time 
of the service at the funeral 
home. 

Beverly Ann Barnes 
Largent died very peacefully 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
at Boone Hospital in Co-
lumbia. 

She was born Sept. 27, 
1944 to Loyd and Annie 
Kelly Barnes. On Aug. 5, 
1960 she married Earl 
Thomas Largent. They lived 
in the Mexico area for six 
years and after Earl was 
drafted they were back in 
Vandalia from then on. They 
were together for almost 50 
years until his death on 
April 30, 2010. 

To this married union of 
Bev and Earl, they had one 
daughter, Tara LeeAnn 
Lewis and husband, Brent. 
She has three beautiful 
granddaughters, Taylor Mi-
chelle Shireman, Gracey 
Katherine Rule and hus-
band, Lane, and Kelley 
LeeAnn Lewis and Will. 
She was also blessed with 
two handsome great-grand-
sons, Chael Michael Shire-
man and Rhett Thomas 
Rule. 

Beverly loved the Lord 
with all her heart and was a 
witness for her Faith daily. 
She was a member of the 
Vandalia First Assembly of 
God Church. She was the 
Sunday School Superinten-
dent for four years. She 
taught Bible School for 
more years than we can 
count. She was president of 
Women’s Missions from 
1993–2004. She was a 
member of the Women’s 
Full Gospel Fellowship. She 
was a member of the VFW 
Auxiliary Post 2173. She 
was a member of the 
Women’s Monday Bible 
Study Club. She also 
coached Tara’s Khoury 
League softball team the 
Purple Streaks for nine 
years. 

As far as working, Bev 

did many things. In her 
younger years she was a 
bartender at the local Corner 
Tap in Vandalia where she 
was know by many. She 
loved cooking for the locals, 
frying fish, tenderloins, and 
grilling hamburgers. Bev 
worked at several local and 
neighboring garment fac-
tories including Bobbie 
Brooks that was in Vandalia, 
and Leisure Wear that was 
in Laddonia. In the 90’s she 
went to work for the Corp of 
Engineers at Mark Twain 
Lake. 

Bev loved to go camping. 
She loved to sew and made 
many of Tara’s clothes and 
also some for the grand-
daughters. There wasn’t 
anything she could not 
make. Quilting was a favor-
ite of hers as well. She did 
many crafts and painted for 
several years as well. Two 
of her most favorite things 
to do though were to go 
fishing and to be in the gar-
den, both vegetable garden, 
and flower garden. Bev 
loved plants of all kinds. 
She also loved her birds. 
She always had to make 
sure her bird feeders were 
filled and that the bird bath 
had water. 

Bev’s most treasured 
things were not things but 
are her daughter, her grand-
daughters and her great-
grandsons. They are what 
made her world go round. 
She thanked the Lord daily 
for them. She described 
them as her greatest reward 
in this life. 

Bev is survived by 
daughter Tara and son-in-
law, Brent; granddaughters, 
Taylor, Gracey, and Kelley; 
grandson-in-laws, Lane and 
Will; and her great-grand-
sons, Chael and Rhett; a 
brother, Buford Barnes; 
sisters-in-law, Virginia 
Howdeshell, Mary Helen 
Eskew, Dorothy Largent, 
Barbara Hawkinson and 
husband, Marion, Barbara 
Largent, Cathy Largent, and 
Dorothy Reichardt. Bev also 
has many nieces, nephews 
and great-nieces and -
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Loyd 
and Annie Barnes, father-in-
law, Otis Sherwood Largent, 

mother-in-law, Mable 
Eskew, a sister, Dorothy 
Stuart and husband JR, 
sister-in-law, Wilma Barnes, 
brothers-in-law, Charles 
Largent, Bill “Otis” Largent, 
Gene Largent, JR Largent, 
Gene Eskew, and Jim How-
deshell. 

If Bev had one wish it 
was that everyone would 
have a relationship with the 
Lord. She was saved in 
March of 1974 after what 
she said was always a battle 
of her wanting to do things 
her way until finally surren-
dering to the Lord and ask-
ing Jesus into her heart and 
life. She started her walk 
with him and her faith grew 
incredibly and she was bold 
about her love for Jesus. She 
is now with her Lord and 
Savior, no more pain, and no 
more worry. 

We thank the Lord for the 
life of Beverly Ann Barnes 
Largent 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials are encouraged to the 
Vandalia Historical Society 
(VAHS) flower fund. It sup-
ports the flowers downtown 
Vandalia from mid-May 
until mid-October. Memo-
rial contributions may be 
mailed c/o Bienhoff Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 54, Van-
dalia, MO 63382. 
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SPECIAL COW SALE 
Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 

Kingdom City, MO 
Thursday, June 4 • 6 p.m.

Temmen 
41 fancy Hereford 1st-calf heifers with 
fancy black white-face calves by side 

15 fancy black 1st-calf heifers with fancy 
black calves by side  

Kruger 
60 black or black white-face cows, 6–10 
years old, with fancy black calves by side  

Hess 
20 black 2–3 year old cows bred Angus, 

due Sept. 1 
Turnkey 

50 black or black white-face cows, 3–4 
years old, bred Angus, starting Sept. 1 

Arens 
60 black or black white-face cows, 3–6 

years old, bred black, due Aug. 20 
Simpson 

50 Red Angus cows, 6–10 years old, 
bred Charolais, due starting Aug. 20 

Thomas 
1 registered Angus bull, 1–3 years old 

Ad made 2 weeks early – many more 
expected by sale day! 

This is a top-notch sale loaded 
with kind & quality cattle!

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 

Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

THANK YOU 
The Vandalia Cemetery Board and Association 

would like to express our appreciation for the gen-
erous donations received during the month of May 
and the 2026 Memorial Day weekend. 

These donations help with general maintenance 
and mowing of the grounds. When you come to 
the cemetery, take pride in knowing your generos-
ity is contributing to the atmosphere of tranquility 
and peace that everyone should experience when 
visiting the grave of a loved one. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many individuals and organizations that 
had a part in the Memorial Day program. The tal-
ents of so many along with the beautiful weather 
made for a very special service. 

With Appreciation,  
Vandalia  

Cemetery Association

Card Of Thanks 
We want to extend a heartfelt thank you 

to all who helped celebrate a very special 
lady, Mary Alice Wright. Whether you sent 
a card or text, came to the funeral home or 
Mass, sent flowers or gifts, cooked and 
served food, shared memories, or kept our 
family in your thoughts and prayers - it was 
all deeply appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Sonny Wright 

Thom & Diana Spradling 
Jim & Lynda Wright 
Kerry & Allison LoyTrimble 

House 
Auction 

Friday, May 29 
12 p.m. 

Come & Enjoy The Fun & Fellowship 
Coffee, Tea & Snacks 

Ed Johnson Auctioneer 
All proceeds will go to non-profit  

organizations including the  
Trimble House
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Simulation Preps 
NECAC Pike County Service Coordinator Penny 

Dixon sorts dolls that are used as part of the agency’s 
poverty simulations. The programs are done at 
schools and community events. Participants spend 
three hours getting a glimpse of how their neighbors 
in need live from day-to-day while juggling work, 
family, school and unexpected hardships. To schedule 
a poverty simulation, call Dixon at 573-324-2207. Of-
fice hours are 7:30 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m., Monday-
Thursday.

Day Of Service Activity 
Clarksville Memorial VFW Post 4610, Auxiliary and 

Youth participated in Day of Service activity and bar-
becue fundraiser on Friday, May 1, both were a great 
success, with four post members, seven auxiliary, and 
one youth.

Della Myers Graduates, Makes Dean’s List
Della Myers graduated 

from John Woods Com-
munity College recently. 

 
She earned an associates 

degree and earned a place on 
the dean’s list. 

 
Balancing school, full-

time work, and motherhood 
is no small accomplishment, 
yet she handled it all with 
determination and grace.  

 
Her hard work and ded-

ication have truly paid off, 
and this achievement is so 
well deserved.Della Myers

NECAC is seeking 
homeowners for a program 
that provides free materials 
with participants doing the 
labor 

The agency has been 
awarded a two-year, 
$379,335 grant by USDA 
Rural Development to ad-
minister the Self-Help 
Housing program in Lin-
coln, Marion, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Pike, Ralls, 
Shelby and Warren counties. 

Participants must meet 
income guidelines. They 
will work with NECAC 
Construction Supervisor 
Howard Sommer, who will 
provide one-on-one instruc-
tion on the skills they need 
to do projects. Supplies and 
tools will be purchased by 
the program, but the labor 
will be contributed by the 
families and volunteers. 

“This is a great opportu-
nity to learn new skills and 
be a part of making your 
home more energy effi-
cient,” said NECAC Deputy 
Director for Housing Devel-
opment Programs Carla 
Potts. “Upgrading the hous-
ing stock will also benefit 
communities.” 

NECAC has been in-
volved with Self-Help 
Housing since 1999. Under 

the original program, partic-
ipants worked as a team to 
build each other’s homes. 
Forty-eight houses were 
constructed over about 10 
years in Shelby, Monroe, 
Randolph and Montgomery 
counties. 

In 2017, NECAC was 
awarded a $159,000 USDA 
grant to begin Self-Help ren-
ovations at 26 owner-occu-
pied homes in Marion, 
Monroe, Pike and Ralls 
counties. Two years later, 
the agency was awarded a 
$365,700 USDA grant to ex-
pand the program to 56 
homes in Lincoln, Mont-
gomery, Shelby and Warren 
counties. 

Income guidelines are 
available upon request. For 
more information, call 
NECAC at 573-324-6622.

NECAC Self-Help Housing Supervisor Howard 
Sommer measures a board to be trimmed on a project 
in New London. The agency has been awarded a two-
year, $379,335 grant from USDA Rural Development 
to continue the program in eight Missouri counties.

NECAC Seeks Homeowners 
For Free Renovation Program

Floating Gardens On 
Display At Convention

Learn how to build a gar-
den that floats on water at 
the 2026 University of Mis-
souri Extension Master 
Gardener State Conference, 
June 4-7 in Springfield. 

During one of the tours 
at the home of a local 
Master Gardener, attendees 
can learn how floating gar-
dens improve water quality, 
filter pollutants naturally 
and create habitat for polli-
nators and wildlife 

Other tours will visit the 
Baker Creek Seed sorting 
facility, Ozarks Food Har-
vest’s Full Circle Gardens, 
Springfield-area home gar-
dens, Extension Master 
Gardener demonstration 
gardens and local parks. 
There will be shuttle service 
for off-site tours and 
classes. 

For more information or 
to register, visit https://pears 
.io/events/mu/5436.

We Welcome 
Your Local News



SALE - Saturday, 
June 6, 2 miles west on 
54 to Pike 41. Signs 
posted. 7 a.m.-?. 
Horse trailer, furniture, 
clothes, dishes, Old 
Farmall pedal tractor. 
Lots more. Cash only. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. Call 
for info 573-249-3333, 
m a r k t w a i n m o b i l e -
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
G r e g S . C D H @ o u t -
look.com.  

TELLA JANE Senior 
Apartments is now 
leasing! One bedroom 
$495. Utilities included 
water, sewer, and 
trash. Please call today 
at 417-379-3099. In-
come restrictions 
apply. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 

 
C R E E K S I D E 

APARTMENTS is now 
leasing! Two bedroom 
$520; three bedroom 
$620. Utilities included 
water, sewer, and 
yrash. Please call 
today at 417-379-3099. 
Income Restrictions 
Apply. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 

 
SELF-STORAGE - 

In Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224.  

NEW TIRE REBATE 
with purchase of set of 
4 Firestone All-Sewa-
son receive $60 re-
bate. Set of 4 Affinity 
tires AF, Destination, 
Fire Hawk, Weather 
Grip, $70 rebate. Good 
through May 30. Van-
dalia Firestone & Appli-
ance, 594-6624.  

  
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176. 
(tf) 

 
 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

 B&J SEPTIC, part-
time or full-time help. 
314-280-3246. (x2-28) 

 
 
 
 

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible 
for injuries or acci-
dents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property.  

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside house clean-
ing, soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

RICK’S LAWN 
EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Louisi-
ana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic 
pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

 
NAME DOILIES - Hand 

crocheted by Ann Hecox. 
Make great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 annahcx-
@gmail.com. 

 

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 
auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Louisi-
ana, 754-5812. (tf) 

FOR SALE
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 9 A.M.  
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GARAGE SALES NO HUNTING Put  
Our  

Classifieds 
To  

Work For 
You

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$47,925

Stock #967 - 2023 Ford F-150, Interior 
Color Black, Exterior Iconnic Silver 

 Metallic, 4 WD, Auto,  
25,237 Miles

Poage Ford

MOBILE HOMES

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

SERVICES

WE WELCOME 
YOUR  

LOCAL NEWS

FOR RENT HELP WANTED

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

Authorized Dealer 
Benelli 
Stoeger 
Uberti 
Franchi

SERVICES SERVICES
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Hickerson Named To 
SEMO President’s List
Southeast Missouri State 

University has announced 
its President's List for un-
dergraduate academic 
achievement during the 
spring 2026 semester. 

Natalie Hickerson of 
Bowling Green has been 
named to the list. 

Students named to the 
President's List earned a 4.0 
grade point average and 
completed at least 12 hours 
of standard graded credit.

SEMO Announces 
Spring Dean’s List

Southeast Missouri State 
University has announced 
its dean's list for undergrad-
uate academic achievement 
during the spring 2026 se-
mester.  

Students named to the 
dean's list earned at least a 
3.75 grade point average on 
a 4.0 scale and completed at 
least 12 hours of standard 
graded credit. They re-
ceived no grade below a B 
and received no failing 
grades in enrolled, credit/no 
credit or pass/fail courses. 

Area students named to 
the list include: Natalie 
Hickerson of Bowling 
Green; Evan Peggs of 
Silex; and Gabrielle Rami-
rez of Frankford.
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