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Woods Smoked Meats Wins National Honors
BY BRICE CHANDLER 

EDITOR 
Woods Smoked Meats of 

Bowling Green brought 
home top honors from this 
year’s American Cured 
Meat Championships. 

The American Associa-
tion of Meat Processors an-
nounced on Saturday, July 
11 that Woods Smoked 
Meats was named this 
year’s overall winner. The 
company received the 
Cured Meats Excellence 
Award for best overall per-
formance at the American 
Cured Meat Champion-
ships. 

Woods also earned the 
Best of Show award for the 
top product at the competi-
tion with a country ham en-
tered in the Cured Specialty 
Meats class. 

The American Associa-

tion of Meat Processors is 
North America’s largest 
meat trade organization, 
with more than 1,600 
members that include meat, 
poultry and food businesses, 
as well as industry sup-
pliers. The organization pro-
vides education, regulatory 
representation, networking 
opportunities and other sup-
port for meat processors. 

The American Associa-
tion of Meat Processors 
congratulated Steve Bolton 
and the entire Woods 
Smoked Meats team follow-
ing the announcement. 

The national honor adds 
to a long list of awards for 
the Bowling Green busi-
ness. Woods has earned rec-
ognition at state, national 
and international competi-
tions in recent years, includ-

ing awards for bacon, ham, 
summer sausage, smoked 
turkey, snack sticks, bolo-
gna and other smoked meat 
products. 

Earlier this year, Woods 
also received the Cured 
Meat Excellence Award at 
the Missouri Association of 
Meat Processors show, 
along with several Grand 
Champion honors. 

In 2025, the company an-
nounced that all 13 items it 
entered in the IFFA compe-
tition in Iowa received 
medals, including 12 gold 
medals, one silver medal 
and a Cup of Honor. 

Woods Smoked Meats is 
located at 1501 Business 
Hwy. 54 in Bowling Green. 
Products are also available 
online at www.woodssmo-
kedmeats.com.

USDA Makes $500 Million 
Available For Investment, Expansion

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has announced 
that Rural Development is 
accepting applications for 
the Fertilizer Investment & 
Expansion for Long-term 
Domestic Supply (FIELDS) 
Program. The program will 
provide United States 
farmers with more access to 
domestic fertilizer for pro-
ducing agricultural com-
modities. 

"Over the past 10 years, 
Missouri Rural Devel-
opment has invested nearly 
$24 million into three fertil-
izer investment projects," 
said Rural Development 
Missouri State Director Ben 
Baker. "Capitalizing on this 
opportunity provides our 
farmers and ranchers with 
operational independence 
and the competitive market 
access needed to sustainably 
boost production." 

The Commodity Credit 
Corporation is utilizing the 
services of USDA Rural 
Business-Cooperative Serv-
ice to make funding avail-
able through FIELDS, with 
$500 million in awards to 
expand domestic production 
capacity, promote competi-
tion, strengthen supply 

chain resilience, and in-
crease fertilizer availability 
for United States farmers in 
support of agricultural pro-
ductivity and the production 
of agricultural commodities. 

Eligible applicants in-
clude Tribes, Tribal entities, 
Alaska native corporations, 
for-profit entities, corpora-
tions, non-profit entities, 
producer-owned cooper-
atives and corporations, cer-
tified benefit corporations, 
and state or local govern-
ment entities. Private en-
tities must be independently 
owned and operated. 

Projects funded through 
FIELDS may include ex-
pansions or upgrades of ex-
isting facilities, construction 
of new domestic production 
facilities, shovel-ready proj-
ects capable of rapidly in-
creasing domestic supply, 
and on-site fertilizer ter-
minals and transportation 
infrastructure that improve 
supply chain efficiency. The 
process of manufacturing 
fertilizer must be: 

Independent and outside 
the dominant fertilizer sup-
pliers; 

Made in America; 
Innovative; 

Energy dominant and se-
cure; and 

Farmer focused. 
Priority will be given to 

projects in the later stages of 
development, technically 
feasible, financially viable, 
and have already identified 
other sources of funds. 

Competitive, cost-share 
awards of $15 million up to 
$150 million are available to 
eligible entities to expand 
capacity, improve competi-
tion, and increase supply 
chain resilience within the 
agricultural fertilizer sector, 
in connection with the pro-
duction of agricultural com-
modities. Matching funds 
are required under this fund-
ing opportunity. 

Electronic applications 
must be submitted through 
Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m., 
on Monday, Aug. 17, 2026. 
Details on eligibility and re-
quirements are available on 
Grants.gov or by visiting 
https://www.rd.usda.gov/pr
ograms-services/business-
programs/fertilizer-invest-
ment-expansion-long-term-
domestic-supply. 

Learn more online at 
www.rd.usda.gov/mo.

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

A fundraiser meal is 
being planned in Vandalia to 
support Jason Bostic, a 
paramedic who was criti-
cally injured in a 2023 am-
bulance crash. 

The fundraiser will be 
held Tuesday, July 21, at It’s 
the Good Stuff, LLC, lo-
cated at 300 N. Gaslight 
Road in Vandalia. Meals 
will be served during lunch 
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 
again during supper from 5-
7 p.m. 

Pork burger plates will be 
available for $9, and hot dog 
plates will be available for 
$6. Both meals will include 
baked beans, cole slaw, 
chips and a drink. Organiz-
ers said 100 percent of the 

proceeds will go to Bostic. 
Bostic was one of two 

Van-Far Ambulance District 
crew members injured in a 
July 4, 2023, crash on U.S. 
Highway 61 in New Lon-
don. Bostic and EMT Leslie 
Dahl were returning from a 
call after transporting a pa-
tient to Hannibal Regional 
Hospital when their ambu-
lance was struck head-on by 
a vehicle traveling in the 
wrong lane. 

Both ambulance crew 
members were airlifted to 
University Hospital in Co-
lumbia with life-threatening 
injuries. The crash also 
claimed the life of the driver 
of the other vehicle. 

According to organizers, 
Bostic has continued to face 
medical challenges since the 

crash. He recently under-
went another surgery and is 
expected to need additional 
surgeries. 

“He’s been there for us,” 
the fundraiser announce-
ment stated. “And once 
again he needs our help.” 

Crafters and non-food 
vendors are also invited to 
set up during the event, with 
a donation or percentage of 
proceeds going to Bostic. 
Breads and baked goods 
will be allowed. Organizers 
also said others are wel-
come to hold additional 
non-food or drink-related 
fundraisers that day, such as 
a silent auction or poker run. 

The fundraiser announce-
ment thanked the com-
munity for its support and 
prayers.

Fundraiser Planned For Paramedic 
Injured In 2023 Crash

Woods Smoked Meats owner Steve Bolton is pictured with awards he received 
at the National Cured Meat Championships held Saturday, July 11.

Pike County July History Nuggets
BY BRENT ENGEL 

CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
BE A DOER 

In July 1916, the Bowl-
ing Green Times had posi-
tive advice. “This town is 
made up of two classes of 
people – those who ‘do’ and 
those who ‘don’t,’ Don’t be 
a ‘don’t.’” 

DEMOCRAT DEITY? 
In July 1911, the Louisi-

ana Press-Journal jokingly 
claimed Missouri Gov. Her-
bert Hadley did the right 
thing by declining to issue a 
proclamation setting aside a 
day of prayer for rain amidst 
a drought. “It is very doubt-
ful whether the Lord would 
pay attention to a Repub-
lican governor, anyhow.” 

VINO VISION 
The Clarksville Sentinel 

of July 9, 1891, believed the 
reported sighting of a pan-
ther south of town likely 
was the result of too much 
holiday imbibing. “After the 
4th of July, when the 

(wheat) harvest is all over 
and the people go back to 
drinking cistern water, the 
panther will go to some 
other neighborhood.” 

FREAK JUICE 
OK, it’s hard to believe, 

but the Clarksville Piker re-
ported in July 1911 that 
local resident Tom Al-
exander craved booze so 
much that he drained the al-
cohol from a jar that for 27 
years had been used to pre-
serve a “freak pig” once 
owned by his wife. The 
paper said the pig had been 
born with two heads and 
multiple other deformities. 
“Tom had been drinking for 
several days, and when he 
ran out of wet goods he 
tackled the pig preservative 
and for several days he was 
in rather a precarious con-
dition,” the paper said. Alas, 
Tom survived the hog 
hooch. 

GRAIN OF HONESTY 
The Pike County Chron-

icle of July 10, 1891, carried 
a promise to farmers from 
grain dealer Isaac Hostetter: 
“I will be on hand again 
about the middle of August 
to buy your wheat, and I 
promise not to swindle you 
any more than anyone else.” 

STILL TRUE 
The Radical of Bowling 

Green had an editorial on 
July 16, 1842, that’s appli-
cable today: “It is absurd for 
the two great political 
parties to charge the distress 
of the country upon each 
other; this will not better 
matters any.” 

COFFIN NAILS 
The Frankford Chronicle 

chastised local boys in July 
1906. “The most disgraceful 
sight one ever sees in this 
town is a number of young 
boys, not yet in their teens, 
with cigarettes in their 
mouths. A boy behind a cig-
arette is a fit subject for the 
reform school.”

Pastor Dock Celebrates 15 Years
Pictured is Pastor Jeffrey Dock (center) along with Phil Mahsman (left) - Trinity 

Lutheran Church council president and John Haake (right) - Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church council president accepting recognition of the 15th anniversary of 
his ordination and service to these two Pike County congregations.

Housing Discussion
NECAC Deputy Director for Housing Development Programs Carla Potts, from 

right, talks with Gracie LaFoe and Allie Bennett of Northeast Power of Palmyra 
and NECAC board member Glenn Eagan of Shelby County during a “Roundtable 
on Housing Affordability and Opportunity Zones” Thursday, July 9 in Hannibal. 
The event, hosted by NECAC and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, brought together government officials, business leaders, economic 
development stakeholders, non-profit organizations and residents to discuss hous-
ing issues and concerns in Missouri and Illinois. HUD representatives Crockett 
Worthington and Bruce Ladd answered questions and talked about available pro-
grams. HUD plans a follow-up visit later this year.

‘Fun At The Depot’ Event Scheduled For Aug. 1
A “Fun at the Depot, Car 

Cruise, and Farber Home-
coming event will be Sat-
urday, Aug. 1. 

The afternoon events will 
kick off with Historic C&A 
Railroad Depot open house 
with a photo booth, farmers 
and vendor market full of 
local finds and good food to 
keep you fueled for the 
evening at the Horseshoe 

Bar & Grill. 
Starting at 3 p.m., family-

friendly fun will be held at 
the baby show followed by 
kid’s games, bounce house, 
and much more. 

From 4-8 p.m., classic 
and custom cars, trucks, and 
motorcycles will be shining 
in the summer sun. 

At 5 p.m., a lucky party 

will be held in the com-
munity building. At 6:30 
p.m., an ice cream social
and political meet and greet
will be held.

Front Street in Farber 
will be the location for all 
events. 

Everyone is invited to 
make this a summer tradi-
tion worth remembering.



Community 
Calendar... 

Submit upcoming events by 
calling 324-6111  

or e-mail to: peoplestribune@ 
sbcglobal.net

On July 21: Red Cross Blood 
Drive, 1-6 p.m., at the Middletown 
Baptist Church, 302 Johnson St., 
Middletown. Call for appointment 1-
800-733-2767 or go to redcross.org 
and type in Middletown. 

On July 21: The monthly meeting 
of the Pike County Democratic Club 
will be held at 6 p.m., at the Bowling 
Green Community Center.  Thomas 
McBeth will have campaign signs.
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Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy & staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  
Bowling Green

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Feeder Sale Report For 7-6-2026      Monday Receipts 2,897Head
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Watermelon: A Summer Slice Of Heaven
There is nothing quite like 

the pure bliss of biting into a 
crisp slice of ice-cold water-
melon on a sweltering July day, 
said University of Missouri Ex-
tension horticulturist David 
Trinklein. 

“As the summer heat bears 
down, that first refreshing 
crunch delivers an instant, hy-
drating burst of sweet, ruby-red 
nectar that washes the heat 
away and immerses you in the 
simple joys of the season,” said 
Trinklein. 

July is National Watermelon 
Month and an appropriate time 
to explore this popular summer 
treat in greater detail. 

Watermelon (Citrullus lana-
tus) is a member of the Cucur-
bitaceae plant family, which 
also includes cucumber, squash, 
pumpkin and musk melon. 
Members of this family are 
monoecious, meaning they bear 
separate male and female 
flowers on the same plant. A 
watermelon fruit botanically is 
classified as a pepo, which is a 
ripened ovary with watery flesh 
and a hard rind. 

The tough, drought-tolerant 
ancestor of watermelon thrived 
in southern Africa. “Although 
the exact identity of this plant 
still is uncertain, we do know it 
was prized for its ability to store 
water and was used by indige-
nous people in the Kalahari De-
sert region,” said Trinklein. 
Unlike today’s watermelon, it 
had very bitter flesh. In addition 
to taking advantage of its water 
content, people likely roasted 
and ate its seeds. 

 
Both seeds and paintings of 

watermelon have been discov-
ered in Egyptian tombs more 
than 4,000 years old. Some 
tomb paintings depict an oval-
shaped watermelon, indicating 
the round wild type was im-
proved by plant breeders in an-
tiquity. Quite likely, breeders at 
the time also made progress in 
developing melons with 
sweeter, more palatable flesh. 

From Egypt, the historical 
trail of watermelon must be 
gleaned from the likes of med-
ical books, recipe collections 
and religious codices, Trinklein 
said. The Bible references wa-
termelon as one of the foods the 
Israelites longed for after leav-
ing Egypt. Ancient manuscripts 
of Jewish law list watermelon 
as one of the items to be tithed 
and set aside for distribution to 
priests and the poor. 

The ancient Greek physi-
cians Hippocrates and Diosco-
rides praised watermelon’s 
healing properties and used it as 
a diuretic and a treatment for 
heatstroke. The latter was ac-

complished by placing a wet, 
cool watermelon rind on the pa-
tient’s head. Later, the Roman 
naturalist Pliny the Elder de-
scribed watermelon as a cool-
ing food in his first century 
publication, Historia Naturalis. 

Watermelon was cultivated 
in India by the seventh century 
and found its way to China by 
the 10th century. By the 1600s, 
watermelon was a popular gar-
den crop in warmer parts of Eu-
rope. Spanish settlers in grew 
watermelon in Florida as early 
as 1576. Thomas Jefferson 
grew it at Monticello. 

In the mid-20th century, a 
USDA watermelon breeding 
project in South Carolina pro-
duced a large, oblong, light 
green melon known as “the 
grey melon from Charleston.” 
Decades later, “Charleston 
Gray” still is grown for its high 
yields, disease resistance and 
table quality. 

Seedless watermelons were 
developed in the 1950s. Recent 
efforts have focused on produc-
ing smaller, “personal”-sized 
melons with good disease re-
sistance and superior taste, said 
Trinklein. Examples include 
“Jade Star,” “Mambo,” “Mini-
Love,” “Harvest Moon” and 
“Cal Sweet.” Additionally, yel-
low-, orange- and white-fleshed 
varieties add color appeal. 

“Eating a crisp, chilled slice 
of watermelon on a scorching 
day is the ultimate summer sen-
sory experience,” Trinklein 
said. “It is a delightful but 
somewhat messy ritual that per-
fectly embodies the carefree joy 
of the season.”

K OF C FISH FRY 
Friday, July 18 
Friday, Aug. 27 

4-7:30 p.m. 

SETON HALL LOUISIANA 
Dine-In Only 

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

Authorized Dealer 
Benelli 
Stoeger 
Uberti 
Franchi

Farber Library Celebrates 
On Saturday, June 27 children at the Farber Library 

enjoyed taking core samples to uncover the insides of 
their cupcakes. Afterward, they enjoyed a snack, and 
each child took home a United States flag to display 
on Saturday, July 4 for the country's 250th birthday.  
Pictured are Joel Edwards, Ruby Edwards, Aiven Ellis, 
and Harper Haynes. Coleman Speagle is pictured 
below. Maddie Oligschlaeger is not pictured.

Construction Begins On MO 47
The Missouri Department 

of Transportation, along 
with its contractor Magruder 
Paving, will begin a road-
way widening project to im-
prove safety for motorists, 
and the overall condition 
and efficiency of the Mis-
souri Route 47 corridor be-
tween Routes A/D in Hawk 
Point to just west of Routes 
H/J in Troy. 

The planned corridor im-
provements will be divided 
into seven project segments 
that will be constructed over 
the next two years. Work 
will start in Hawk Point and 
move eastward toward Troy 
as construction progresses. 

Initially, contractor crews 
will work on a culvert re-
placement located at the in-
tersection of Routes A/D 
and MO 47 in Hawk Point. 
To facilitate this work, the 
eastbound MO 47 leg of the 
intersection will temporarily 
close as early as Monday, 
July 20, weather permitting. 
During this time, local traf-
fic will continue to have ac-
cess to Route A to the west, 
Route D to the north and 
MO 47 to the south. Motor-
ists are advised to utilize al-
ternative routes to reach 
their destinations. 

The planned improve-
ments will include the fol-
lowing corridor upgrades: 

The addition of paved 
shoulders within the project 
limits. 

The addition of curb and 
gutters from Routes A/D 
junction to Lincoln Trail in 
Hawk Point. 

The realignment and 
straightening of two curved 
sections of roadway. 

The addition of center 
turn lanes from Bennington 
Drive to Route H/J intersec-
tion. 

Intersection improve-
ments, including roadway 
profile improvements at 
Bohemian Church Road. 

Pavement resurfacing. 
Culvert replacements and 

drainage improvements. 
On-going utility reloca-

tion work. 
Over the course of the 

project, motorists can expect 
the following traffic im-
pacts: 

For the majority of the 
project, one lane of traffic 
will be maintained whe-
never possible. 

Lane reductions with a 
10-foot width restriction 

will be in place where crews 
are actively working. 
Flaggers and a pilot car will 
be utilized to direct motor-
ists through the work zone. 

Entrance access for local 
traffic will be reasonably 
maintained throughout the 
project. 

As the project moves for-
ward, multiple culvert re-
placements are scheduled to 
upgrade entrances and at 
crossroad locations; tempo-
rary closures will be nec-
essary at various locations to 
facilitate this work along the 
MO 47 corridor. 

As long-term closures be-
come necessary to allow for 
major roadway realignments 
and intersection reconstruc-
tion at Bohemian Church 
Road, a signed detour route 
will divert traffic over the 
following major routes: 

Eastbound MO 47 from 
Hawk Point: traffic will uti-
lize southbound MO 47 to 
Warrenton to eastbound I-70 
to Wentzville to northbound 
U.S. 61 to Troy. 

Westbound MO 47 from 
Troy: traffic will utilize 
southbound U.S. 61 to 
Wentzville to westbound I-
70 to Warrenton to north-
bound MO 47 to Hawk 
Point 

Signs and message 
boards will be in place to 
alert motorists, as schedule 
changes occur. All work is 
weather-dependent and 
schedules are subject to 
change. 

The $18.8 million con-
tract was awarded to Ma-
gruder Paving, LLC. All 
work is expected to be com-
pleted by summer 2028. 

For more information on 
this and other projects in 
your area, please contact 
MoDOT’s Customer Center 
toll-free at 1-888-ASK 
MODOT (275-6636). Work 
with us in the work zone! 
Please remember to obey all 
work zone signs and person-
nel. With an increased 
number of highway work 
zones in Missouri, we urge 
all drivers to pay attention 
every second, especially 
through a work zone. Be in-
formed of your route by 
checking the MoDOT Trav-
eler Information Map before 
you travel.

AD DEADLINE 
MONDAY 9 A.M.

MO State Park Economic Impact
A comprehensive economic im-

pact analysis conducted by the Uni-
versity of Missouri  revealed 
Missouri’s state park system is a 
powerhouse for the state’s econ-
omy, generating about $1.5 billion 
in total business sales and support-
ing nearly 12,000 jobs. 

“We’ve always known Mis-
souri’s 93 state parks and historic 
sites are a tremendous asset to the 
state,” said Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources Director Kurt 
Schaefer. “The system operates on 
a $68 million annual budget, but it 
obviously brings a much bigger 
economic benefit to Missouri cit-
izens and our visitors. Tourism, out-
door recreation and cultural 
interpretation remain as popular 
today as they’ve ever been.” 

The study, which surveyed vis-
itors in state parks statewide and 
also analyzed Katy Trail State Park, 
underscored how outdoor recrea-
tion drives significant financial 
growth into local communities 
through retail, hospitality and ripple 
effects. 

“Our state parks and historic 
sites do more than preserve Mis-
souri’s natural beauty and history,” 
said Laura Hendrickson, director of 
Missouri State Parks. “This analy-
sis shows that  park visits, historic 
site tours or rides on the Katy Trail 
funnel visitor dollars directly into 
nearby restaurants, shops and lodg-
ing.” 

When initial visitor spending is 
combined with purchases, such as 
hiking gear, camping supplies or 
outdoor apparel, and calculated 
against economic effects, the total 
footprint of Missouri’s approx-
imately 20 million park visitors a 
year includes: 

$1.5 billion in total sales for 
Missouri businesses. 

$882.7 million added directly to 
the state’s Gross Domestic Product. 

$514.7 million produced in 
local labor and payroll income. 

11,890 jobs sustained across 
Missouri. 

On an individual level, day-
trippers spend an average of $46 to 
67 per day, while overnight guests 
increase that spending to $64 to 148 
per day during their stays. 

The study gathered data to show 
a picture of who is using the parks 
and how they interact with neigh-
boring towns. 

For example, while 91 percent 
of visitors are Missouri residents, 
they are willing to travel for the ex-
perience. Nearly half (48 percent) 
traveled more than 60 miles to 
reach a park, while 23 percent trav-
eled 30 to 60 miles, with 29 percent 

staying within a 30-mile radius. 
As expected, summer is the 

peak season, with visitors averag-
ing 23 park days annually. Day 
trips, averaging four hours, make 
up 57 percent of park use, while 
overnight trips account for 43 per-
cent and average four days in 
length, with 90 percent of overnight 
users taking advantage of park 
campgrounds. 

The most popular activities at 
parks include walking, running and 
hiking. Most visitors frequently 
venture out of the parks into neigh-
boring communities to visit local 
shops and restaurants. 

Survey responders reported 
public benefits, highly approving of 
the park system’s affordability, 
family-friendly atmosphere and its 
contribution to improving mental 
health, reducing stress and support-
ing the outdoors. 

Spotlight on Katy Trail State 
Park 

A secondary, dedicated analysis 
of Katy Trail State Park shows the 
trail is a major driver of regional 
tourism, with most users tending to 
be over 60 and college-educated.  

In 2025, direct visitor impact on 
the Katy Trail reached $24.6 mil-
lion, supporting 261 jobs and con-
tributing $20.2 million to the state 
Gross Domestic Product. However, 
when factoring in the total house-
hold investments related to the trail, 
such as purchasing a bicycle or e-
bike for trail use, the full economic 
footprint of the Katy Trail grows 
substantially. 

Day users spend an average of 
$45 per day, mostly at local restau-
rants. Overnight visitors spend tri-
ple that amount, averaging $148 per 
day, with lodging being the largest 
single expense at $67 per night. 

 
Bicycling, walking and running 

remain the top uses of the trail. Trail 
users average 25 days on the trail 
annually, peaking in summer and 
fall. Nonlocal visitors heavily pa-
tronize surround community busi-
nesses, including restaurants, 
historical attractions, shops and 
local wineries or breweries. 

Missouri’s Division of State 
Parks receives no revenue from the 
Katy Trail. Funding to maintain the 
trail comes from the Parks, Soils 
and Water Sales Tax. 

About the study - The data was 
collected via comprehensive sur-
veys managed by University of 
Missouri researchers in cooperation 
with Missouri’s Division of State 
Parks to assess direct visitor expen-
diture and secondary economic im-
pacts. 



THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE

Community News
Tuesday, July 14, 2026 • Page 3

Pike To Pike . . .

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

The Nebo Community Center 
is the place to be this Thursday 
with the Big River Band bringing 
you good country music, like it 
should be, from 2-4:30 p.m. 
There will be 50/50 tickets to 
purchase and a small concession 
stand to purchase something to 
drink (water or a soda) and a 
candy bar to snack on. Please 
enter through the door at the front 
of the building where the Nebo 
Community Center sign is. Come 
on down to Nebo, just off the Vin 
Fiz Highway, and enjoy a great 
afternoon of music.   

The Pike County Senior Cit-
izens Center at 220 West Adams 
Street in Pittsfield will be holding 
their fundraiser fish fry also this 
Thursday at 4:30-6 p.m. Eat in or 
carry out. All ages are welcome.           
Birthdays and Anniversaries for 
the week of July 8 - 14, 2026: 

July 15 - Devin Burge, Garret 
Robbins 

July 16 - Jenny Halsey, Shar-
lene Smith, Brittany and Kyle 
Larson, Linda and Sonny Kim-
mel 

July 17 - James Dean 
July 18 - Amy Williams, Ivan 

Shafer 
July 19 - Dakota Henry, Jerry 

Garner, Ashley and Jonathan 
Guthrie, Margaret and Brian 
Myers 

July 20 - Sandy Garner, Adah 
and Dusty Helm 

July 21 -  Everett Dean, Mary 
Massie 

Mark These Dates on Your 
Calendar: 

July 16 Big River Band -- 
Nebo Community Center starting 
at 2 p.m. 

July 25 Big River Band -- 
Pike County Senior Center start-
ing at 6 p.m. 

Afternoon visitors last week 
at the home of Jamie Niffen and 
Wyvetta Davis were Chris Phipps 
and Mary Phyl, both of Pittsfield. 

We celebrated granddaughter 
Reese Davis' birthday a day early 

on Friday, July 10, by going to 
play bingo at the Pittsfield Amer-
ican Legion, and we had a blast.  
I especially enjoyed it when 
Reese won one game and she 
yelled, and I mean yelled bingo, 
and we all jumped.  So funny. 

Big River Band had a very 
good show at the Red Rooster in 
Pittsfield on July 11. Our crowd 
was small but mightily loyal, and 
we appreciate each and every 
one.  Red Rooster was hopping 
that evening and their new drive 
through is a success.    

Another "Meet, Greet, & Eat" 
has been planned, and is it going 
to be a good one! Single senior 
adults (both men and women) 
ages 62+, call or text the number 
above if you are interested in 
joining this not-for-profit group 
which means there is no charge 
to be in this group.  But you are 

required to pay for your own 
meal and figure out your own 
transportaion. I have stressed this 
before but will do so again:  This 
is not a matchmaking event. 
Come with the attitude of sharing 
conversations with others and 
making new friends.  There has 
been friendships made in this 
group plus a couple couples. You 
never know just what might 
happen. Our group is made of 
people from all walks of life that 
are honest, life loving people.  
Trivia Questions for This Week: 

1. How many red and white 
stripes are on the American flag? 

2. What article of clothing did 
Jacob wear that his siblings were 
jealous of? 

3. Who owned the home 
Monticello? 

Look for God's blessings ev-
erywhere you go.

I am excited to announce two new 
initiatives coming to our small, yet 
mighty town this year.  

First, as I was doing some re-
search for some other projects, I re-
alized that the city doesn’t have a 
crest. No insignia that embodies 
who we are, who we’ve been, and 
who we will always be. That 
being said, instead of cre-
ating one, I will leave it up 
to the designing minds of 
our citizens to create a 
Bowling Green Crest. This 
symbol of pride will be 
placed on our website, on 
business cards, on city ve-
hicles, in our city hall, and 
eventually on our water 
tower for anyone in prox-
imity to see.  

All entries will need to be 
turned in by Saturday, Oct. 31 at 
Bowling Green City Hall from 9 a.m.-
12 p.m. The city aldermen will 
choose the winning design, and the 
announcement will be made after 
the voting is done. 

Secondly, the City of Bowling 
Green will be collecting items to be 
put in a time capsule. These items 
must be small, and they would have 
to be approved for entry into the 

capsule by city officials. Ideal items 
would be family pictures, newspaper 
articles, campaign buttons or ads, 
challenge coins, etc. Even sketches 
or renderings of what we think 2076 
looks like in our mind’s eye. 

The time capsule will be opened 
on July 4, 2076 for the citizens of 
that time to meet the citizens of 

today. Some will still be 
around then, but many of 
us will not. The time cap-
sule will be buried and all 
but forgotten about until 
that Independence Day, 
and our Country’s 300th 
Birthday. I will be collecting 
items on Saturday, Oct. 31 
from 12:30-3:30 p.m., on 
the site of the capsule bu-
rial. This spot has yet to be 
determined. 

I invite all citizens to participate in 
these fun and exciting new ideas. 
Both will show the future Bowling 
Green citizens what we stood for, 
what we held dearest to our hearts, 
and what our vision of their present 
looked like.  

Start generating ideas, and meet 
me on Halloween to submit them to 
me personally. I simply cannot wait 
to see what I see that day.

From The Mayor’s Desk...

TOM THOMPSON-MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

USDA Makes American Children Healthier
U.S. Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) Secretary 
Brooke L. Rollins an-
nounced the second cohort 
of fiscal year (FY) 2026 
Patrick Leahy Farm to 
School Grants, completing 
the largest ever single-year 
financial investment in the 
history of the grant pro-
gram. This year, USDA 
awarded a total of nearly 
$20 million to 68 projects 
that will empower more 
American farmers, pro-
ducers, ranchers, and fishers 
to serve their local foods in 
school meals, summer 
meals, and childcare set-
tings.   

“Without a doubt, farm to 
school is one of the most 
powerful ways to Make 
America Healthy Again by 
bringing real food back to 
the heart of America’s food 
culture and onto kids’ lunch 
trays,” said Secretary Rol-
lins. “Our historic invest-
ment in farm to school 
projects is a win-win-win 
for kids, farmers, and com-
munities – students are 
nourished with farm-fresh, 
nutrient-rich foods; pro-
ducers access dependable 
markets through schools; 
and local economies are 
strengthened. USDA is 
committed to putting Amer-
ican agriculture at the center 
of our nutrition programs 
and that starts with our chil-

dren.”   
The Patrick Leahy Farm 

to School Grant Program in-
creases the availability of 
local foods in child nutrition 
programs and connects chil-
dren to the sources of their 
food through local procure-
ment, education, taste tests, 
school gardens, and field 
trips. A few spotlights from 
the grantees in Cohort 2 in-
clude:  

Jefferson County School 
District will establish a 
comprehensive farm to 
school program serving 
high school students in Mis-
sissippi’s Delta region. This 
project transforms under-
utilized greenhouses into 
thriving hydroponic produc-
tion systems where students 
grow fresh vegetables and 
herbs year-round for school 
cafeteria meals. Beyond stu-
dent-grown food, the 
school’s child nutrition pro-
grams will establish pur-
chasing relationships with 
four local farms, which stu-
dents will visit for educa-
tional field trips. This 
initiative prepares students 
for careers in Mississippi’s 
number one industry, agri-
culture, while immediately 
improving their daily nu-
trition through increased ac-
cess to fresh local foods.   

The WSBZ Farm to 
School Implementation 
Project will fully integrate 

farm to school practices ac-
ross all 11 schools within 
Bryant Public Schools. By 
embedding Arkansas-grown 
specialty crops into child 
nutrition program menus, 
the project will result in in-
creased access to fresh, lo-
cally produced foods in 
school meals, improved nu-
trition and agricultural lit-
eracy among students, and 
strengthened economic op-
portunities for more 
growers in Arkansas.  

USDA announced the 
first cohort of FY 2026 
grantees in April. Project 
descriptions for all of this 
year’s grantees can be found 
on the Patrick Leahy Farm 
to School Program website.   

USDA reimagined the 
FY 2026 Farm to School 
Grant program to prioritize 
innovative, large-scale proj-
ects built on strong partner-
ships, resulting in the 
highest number of appli-
cants and the most money 
awarded in a single year of 
the program. Since the Farm 
to School Grant program 
first launched in 2013, 
USDA’s Food and Nutrition 
Administration has 
awarded more than $119 
million in grants, funding 
more than 1,265 projects 
throughout all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Guam, and 
Puerto Rico.  

O’Brien Makes 
Dean’s List

Jack O'Brien, of Eolia 
has been named to the 
dean's list for the spring 
2026 semester. 

To be named to the 
dean's list, a student must 
be a current member of the 
class of 2026 or 2027, have 
carried a course load of four 
or more graded credits 
throughout the semester, 
and earned an average GPA 
of 3.5 or above on a 4.0 
scale. 

O'Brien, a May graduate, 
majored in history at Ham-
ilton.

Approved STIP Details Future Improvements
At its July 1 meeting, The 

Missouri Highways and 
Transportation Commission 
(MHTC) approved the FY 
2027-2031 Statewide Trans-
portation Improvement Pro-
gram (STIP). 

The STIP, prepared an-
nually, lists the specific con-
struction projects MoDOT 
will undertake with state 
and regional planning 
agencies in the next five 
years. It covers $13 billion 
of federal and state revenues 
for all modes of transporta-
tion, including highways 
and bridges, transit, avia-
tion, rail, waterways, bi-
cycle and pedestrian, and 
also outlines operations and 
maintenance projects.   

This year's program is 
one of the largest to date and 
includes additional funding 
from General Revenue, 
passed by the Missouri Gen-

eral Assembly and signed by 
Gov. Mike Kehoe. Funding 
is allocated for improve-
ments to interstates 70 and 
44 as well as improvements 
to airports and roadways. Of 
the $13 billion, the STIP de-
tails $9.3 billion in contrac-
tor awards for road and 
bridge construction – aver-
aging approximately $1.8 
billion per year. 

MoDOT maintains 
33,814 miles of highway 
and 10,427 bridges and cul-
verts, which makes the com-
prehensive STIP approval 
process an important part of 
its mission to deliver the 
program and serve the trav-
eling public. Since transpor-
tation needs outweigh 
funding availability, the goal 

with each new STIP is to 
work with the public to de-
termine which projects pro-
vide the greatest return on 
investment to taxpayers. 

The draft version of the 
STIP received 65 comments 
during its public review. The 
projects in the approved 
program highlight the top 
priority taxpayers have 
asked for: preventive main-
tenance improvements to 
keep the existing system in 
good condition. Other prior-
ities include projects that 
improve safety and reliabil-
ity, spur economic growth 
and provide more transpor-
tation choices. 

The approved 2027-2031 
STIP is now available to 
view on MoDOT's website.

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

Vandalia



John L. Gibbons 
John L. Gibbons, 85, of 

Mexico died Tuesday, July 
7, 2026, at Pin Oaks Nurs-
ing Center in Mexico. 

Graveside services were 
at the East Lawn Memorial 
Park shelter on Monday, 
July 13, 2026 at 10 a.m. 

John was born May 20, 
1941 in Mexico, son of Paul 
F. and Delta E. Gibbons. On 
Oct. 15, 1977, he married 
Dorothy Garrett Gibbons in 
Mexico. He preceded him in 
death on Feb. 17, 2025. 

Survivors include his 
son,Brad Gibbons and wife, 
Debbie of Mexico; a daugh-
ter, Tonya Thoenen and hus-
band, Darrell of Benton 
City; step-daughter, Robyn 
Smith and husband, John of 
Mexico; step-son, Larry 
Gieseker of Martinsburg; a 
sister, Betty Galen and hus-
band, Larry of Columbia; 
grandchildren, Jamie Pehle 
and husband, Jason, Tyler 
Gibbons, Jessica White, 
Amanda Swift, Samantha 
Winters, and Levi Gibbons. 
He is also survived by step-
grandchildren, Brittany Lan-
dreth, Brandi Schlemmer 
and husband, Logan, Brock 
Lunceford and Hannah 
Rodgers, Tessa Ward, Me-
lissa Garnett and husband, 
Andy, Julie Gieseker, Chris 
Gieseker and wife, Alexis, 
Jennifer Winters, Kaylee 
Omohundro and husband, 
Dane, Shelby Anderson and 
husband, Jason, Kimberlee 
Schlabach and husband, 
Mark, and Clint Smith; and 
numerous great-grandchil-
dren. 

John was preceded in 
death by his parents, one 
son, Mark Gibbons, one 
step-son, Timothy J. Gie-
seker, two brothers, Kenneth 
Gibbons and Dale Gibbons, 
one sister, Shirley Barker, as 
well as numerous other 
family members. 

The family requests me-
morial donations be made to 
the Diabetes Association or 
the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. Memorials may be sent 
c/o Arnold Funeral Home, 
425 S. Jefferson, Mexico, 
MO 65265.  
Frances ‘Janie’ 
Jane Wilson 

Frances “Janie” Jane Wil-
son, 97, of Frankford died 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026, in 
Columbia. 

Funeral services were at 
2:30 p.m., Saturday at 
Grand View Funeral Home. 
The Rev. Richard Epperson 
officiated. Burial was in 
Grand View Burial Park. 

A visitation celebrating 
Janie's life was from 1:30 
p.m., until the time of the 
service Saturday at Grand 
View Funeral Home. 

Janie was born March 13, 
1929, in Frankford to James 
Alfred IV and Edna Lee 
Green McMillen. 

She was united in mar-
riage to Melvin Mancil 
“Mac” Griffin on Jan. 6, 
1948, in New London. Mel-
vin preceded her in death on 
Dec. 27, 1960. She then met 
Barney O’Dell Wilson, and 
they were married on Feb. 
14, 1963, in Hannibal. He 
also preceded her in death 
on Oct. 2, 1997. 

Janie is survived by her 
children, daughters, Linda 
DeCoursey and husband, 
Phil of Centerton, Ark., Jan-
ice Ebers and husband, Den-
nis of Vandalia, Paulette 
Knight and husband, RJ of 
Curryville, Robin McGlas-
son and husband, Michael 
of Columbia, and Jane Ann 
Verdier and husband, Rich-
ard of Palmyra; and a son, 
Mark Griffin and wife, 
Donna of Frankford. She is 
also survived by 19 grand-
children, Meredith Herbert 
and husband, Brad, Danielle 
Allison and husband, 
Dustin, Jill Estes, Craig 
Estes and wife, Marsha, 
Jason Knight and wife, 
Angie, Justin Knight and 
wife, Myra, Kara Haden, 
Shana Martin and husband, 
Chad, Kami Claridge and 
husband, Jake, Matthew 
McGlasson, Kelsey Verdier, 
Miranda Livesay and hus-
band, Matthew, Chad Ver-
dier, Ashley Greger and 
husband, Steve, Stephanie 

Day and husband, Tommy, 
Briana Palazzolo, Stormye 
Wommack and husband, 
Daneal, Kayla Griffin, and 
Cole Griffin; 28 great-
grandchildren; four great-
great-grandchildren; and 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, James 
and Edna; husbands, Melvin 
and Barney; special friend, 
Joe Butler; siblings, Lloyd 
McMillen, Dorothy 
McMillen Adams, Billy 
Jack McMillen, and Bonnie 
McMillen Schindler; and a 
grandson, Jarrad Wilson 
Verdier. 

Janie was a Christian by 
faith and a longtime 
member of Frankford First 
Christian Disciples of Christ 
Church. 

Janie graduated from 
high school and dedicated 
her life to her family as a de-
voted wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, 
and great-great-grand-
mother. She was a wonder-
ful homemaker with a 
special love for her large 
family and all her dogs. 
Every grandchild has spe-
cial memories of “holidays 
at Grandma’s house.” 

Throughout her life, she 
was a member of the Rain-
bow Club, a bowling league 
in Hannibal, and a square-
dancing club. 

Janie was an amazing and 
hard-working wife and 
mother. She loved fishing in 
Peno Creek, watching cardi-
nals fly by her window, and 
listening to country music, 
especially old-time gospel 
hits. She enjoyed the simple 
things in life, such as sitting 
in the calm of nature with a 
dog on her lap. She also 
loved tending to her flower 
displays, where she could 
watch birds and wildlife 
visit. Janie was an excep-
tional cook and baker. She 
enjoyed making a variety of 
dishes for her children and 
grandchildren. 

Pallbearers were Jill 
Estes, Jason Knight, Justin 
Knight, Cole Griffin, Chad 
Verdier, and Kelsey Verdier. 
Honorary pallbearers were 
Mark Griffin, Phil DeCour-
sey, Dennis Ebers, RJ 
Knight, Michael McGlas-
son, Richard Verdier, and all 
her grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Frank-
ford First Christian Dis-
ciples of Christ Church or 
the Jarrad Wilson Verdier 
Scholarship fund at Hanni-
bal National Bank - Monroe 
City Branch.  

Alma Jo Remley 
Memorial services for 

Alma Jo Remley, 92, of 
Laddonia, will be at 11 a.m., 
Friday at Rush Hill Com-
munity Church with pastor 
Mark Sevess officiating. 

Visitation will be from 10 
a.m., until the time of the 
service at the church. 

Bienhoff Funeral Home 
is assisting the family with 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Remley died Wed-
nesday July 8, 2026 at The 

Arbors at Bluff Creek Ter-
race in Columbia. 

She was born Sept. 22, 
1933 in the daughter of Jo-
seph Warren and Beulah 
Elizabeth Cornett Bigelow. 
Alma Jo married Raymond 
Joe Remley on Dec. 14, 
1952 in Rush Hill. He pre-
ceded her in death on Aug. 
23, 2021. 

Survivors include one 
son, Mike Remley and wife, 
Rhonda of Laddonia; one 
daughter, Joyce Eisele of 
Columbia; three grandsons, 
Tony Lower and wife, Can-
dace of Vandalia, Ryan 
Lower and wife, Tricia of 
Farber, and Brian Holden of 
Mexico; one granddaughter, 
Jami Bailey and husband, 
Shane of Badger, Iowa; and 
five great grandsons, Trevor 
Lower and wife, Darby, 
Trenton Lower, Mason 
Lower, Brayden and Kasen 
Christian. 

She was preceded in 
death by one brother, Fielder 
Bigelow; three sisters, 
Frances Wright, Hazel 
Riley, and Mildred Adams, 
and one son-in-law, Ronnie 
Lower. 

Alma Jo was a faithful 
member of Rush Hill Com-
munity Church. She found 
great joy in sewing, tending 
to her gardens, and creating 
beautifully decorated cakes 
for family and friends. Alma 
Jo also dedicated many 
years of service as a vol-
unteer at the Missouri Vet-
erans Home in Mexico, 
where she found fulfillment 
in caring for and visiting 
with the residents. Above 
all, she treasured the time 
she spent with her family. 
Whether gathered for spe-
cial occasions or enjoying 
the simple moments of ev-
eryday life, her greatest joy 
came from being sur-
rounded by those she loved. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Rush 
Hill Community Church and 
mailed c/o Bienhoff Funeral 
Home P.O. Box 6, Laddo-
nia, MO 63352. 

Constance Louise 
Boulware Verpaele 

On Tuesday, July 7, 2026 
Connie Verpaele of Louisi-
ana passed from this life to 
her eternal home in heaven. 
She was 76 years old. 

It was Connie’s wish to 
be cremated. A celebration 
of life for Connie will be 
held at 11 a.m., Saturday, 
Aug. 1 at Living Water 
Ministries in Eolia with a 
meal to follow. Family and 
friends are invited to attend. 

A private burial service 
will be held at a later date in 
Riverview Cemetery in 
Louisiana.  

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is serving the 
family. 

Connie was born Aug. 
10, 1949 in Mexico and was 
the oldest child of George 
and Reba Phillips Boulware. 

Growing up, Connie at-
tended Louisiana Public 
Schools, graduating from 
Louisiana High School with 

the class of 1967. After 
graduation, she married Jim 
Cole and they had one 
daughter, Sena, who was the 
light of Connie’s life. That 
light was joined by two 
others when her grandchil-
dren were bown. 

Connie and Jim later di-
vorced and Connie went on 
to become a licensed practi-
cal nurse (LPN). Her nurs-
ing career was not only a 
means of financial support 
to help raise her daughter, 
but was also an extension of 
her faith in Christ as she 
helped others who were sick 
and suffering. She spent 
decades caring for patients 
and their families in a vari-
ety of health care settings 
where she was know for her 
compassion, kindness, and 
willingness to do anything 
she could to help those in 
need. 

Later in life, Connie mar-
ried Jim Verpaele and they 
enjoyed many years to-
gether until his death. Con-
nie and Jim were devoted 
Christians and freely shared 
their faith in Jesus Christ. 
Connie especially enjoyed 
worshiping the lord, playing 
the piano, and singing. She 
attended church at Living 
Water Ministries in Colia 
where she and her daughter, 
Sena, were involved in 

many activities, including 
using their passion for craft-
ing as a tool to minister to 
and reach others with the 
love of Jesus. 

Connie is survived by a 
granddaughter, Brianna 
Ruble; a grandson, Nicholas 
Goewey and wife, Celes-
tine; a brother, Dean Boul-
ware and his son, Wesley; 
one brother-in-law, J.E. 
Woods and his children, 
Lori Suddarth and husband, 
Gabe and Jay Woods; great-
nieces, Joelin and Braxtin 
Woods and Bella Suddarth; 
and great-nephew, Gunnar 
Suddarth, all of Louisiana. 
She is also survived by ex-
tended family and many 
friends. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Jim 
Verpaele; her parents, 
George and Reba Boulware; 
a sister, Vicky Woods; and 
her beloved daughter, Sena 
Goewey. 

Memorials may be made 
to Samaritan’s Purse Opera-
tion Christmas Child, P.O. 
Box 3000, Boone, N.C. 
28607, Living Water Mini-
stries, 125 Living Water 
Lane, Eolia, MO 63344, or 
the donor’s choice. 

Gary Price 
Gary Lee Price, 74, of 

Bowling Green died Sun-
day, July 5, 2026, at his 
home in Bowling Green. 

Visitation was held Wed-
nesday from 2-5 p.m., at 1 
Way Ministries Church in 
Bowling Green. Cremation 
rites was carried out by 
Bibb-Veach Funeral Homes 
and Crematory in Bowling 
Green. A private burial will 
be held by the family at a 
later date. 

Gary was born Dec. 1, 
1952, in Bowling Green, 
Missouri, to James R. and 
Mary Katherine Winn Price. 
Both preceded him in death. 

Gary spent his entire life 
in Bowling Green and the 
Pike County area. His em-
ployment history includes 
Roger’s Trucking, many 
years on the City of Bowl-
ing Green Street Depart-
ment, Bodine, and Bunn’s. 

Gary enjoyed spending 
his time watching birds, and 
hunting and fishing. He was 
a collector of many things, 
including an impressive gun 
collection. The things he 
collected may not hold 
much value to most, but to 
him his treasures were 
priceless. Gary also loved 
spending time with his 
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First Place 
Larry & Pascha Allen

Second Place 
Georgia Antique Mall

Third Place 
Don & Sherri Patrick

Turning Louisiana Red, White & Blue! 
Those who submitted your decorating entries for the Turning Louisiana Red, White & Blue Decorating 

Contest it was deeply appreciated. The judges stated that driving around Louisiana to see all of the decora-
tions was such an uplifting experience! The final three decisions have been made and the winners are: first 
place - 120 North 7th St., second place - 515 Georgia St., third place - 1906 Georgia St. All winners will be 
contacted for check presentations. Please take some time, if you have not, as of yet, and drive around Lou-
isiana to see all of these beautiful decorations, that are celebrating the birth of the greatest nation on earth. 
God Bless America  and Happy 250th Birthday. Please remember during this festive time of celebration, all 
the men and women, who gave their service to not only create this wonderful nation, but also all of those 
who have and continue to serve to keep us free. 

Ted Shanks Tops MDC’s 
Recommended Frog Gigging Spots

ORIGINAL ARTICLE BY  
MADDIE EST 

Get outside and discover 
nature this summer during 
frogging season! The Mis-
souri Department of Conser-
vation (MDC) invites the 
public to go frog gigging at 
these four conservation 
areas in northeast Missouri. 

“Frog gigging is a unique 
tradition that gives people 
the chance to experience 
conservation areas after 
dark,” said northeast Protec-
tion Captain Ric Bishop. 
“Northeast Missouri offers 
great frogging opportunities, 
especially our conservation 
areas with great habitat for 
frogs.” 

Frogging season begins 
June 30 at sunset and runs 
through Oct. 31.  In north-
east Missouri, staff rec-
ommend frogging at the 
following conservation 
areas: 

Ted Shanks Conservation 
Area (CA) in Pike County 

Locust Creek CA in Sul-
livan County 

Atlanta CA in Macon 
County 

Frost Island CA in Clark 
County 

The daily limit is eight 
frogs of both species, bull-
frog and green frogs, com-
bined and the possession 
limit is 16 frogs of both 
species combined. Anyone 
may go frogging with a fish-
ing or small game hunting 
permit, however, children 15 
and younger and Missouri 
residents 65-years and older 
are not required to have a 
permit. 

Those using a fishing per-
mit may harvest frogs by 
hand, handnet, atlatl, gig, 
bow, trotline, throwline, 
limb line, bank line, jug line, 
snagging, snaring, grabbing, 
or pole-and-line. 

With a small game hunt-
ing permit, frogs may be 
taken using a .22-caliber or 
smaller rimfire rifle or pis-
tol, pellet gun, atlatl, bow, 
crossbow, or by hand or 
hand net. The use of artifi-
cial light is permitted when 
frogging. 

Learn more about frog-
ging regulations at 
http://short.mdc.mo.gov/och

Path To 100,000 New Apprentices
The Missouri Department of 

Higher Education and Workforce 
Development (MDHEWD) is ex-
cited to announce a new statewide 
goal of serving 100,000 new ap-
prentices in Missouri by September 
30, 2027. This target reflects the de-
partment’s continued commitment 
to expanding high-quality appren-
ticeship pathways and strengthen-
ing Missouri’s registered 
apprenticeship system. 

MDHEWD will lead this work 
by supporting local workforce 
teams, helping more employers 
create new apprenticeship pro-
grams, connect Missourians to op-
portunities, and share information 
about how apprenticeships benefit 
workers, businesses, and com-
munities. 

Registered Apprenticeship en-
ables employers to grow their own 
workforce by providing education 
and hands-on learning tailored to 
meet their workforce needs, align-
ing with MDHEWD’s vision of em-
powering Missourians with the 
skills and education needed for suc-
cess. Since 2019, over 70,600 new 
apprentices have engaged in train-
ing across various occupations and 
industries — including the skilled 
trades, advanced manufacturing, 
healthcare, and education — and 
over 25,000 apprentices have com-
pleted training, achieving journey-
man-level status in their respective 
occupations. 

The department offers several 

statewide resources available to 
support registered apprenticeship, 
including the Missouri Apprentice 
Connect portal, Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act funding 
and services, and the Fast Track 
Workforce Incentive Grant. 
MDHEWD is also working to im-
plement the new federal Workforce 
Pell Grant. Other statewide re-
sources include the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion’s support of consultants serv-
ing high schools and career and 
technical education centers aimed 
at growing the use of the registered 
apprenticeship training model for 
high school students and the Mis-
souri Department of Economic De-
velopment’s Intern and Apprentice 
Tax Credit. Other key statewide ap-
prenticeship goals include: 

Increasing the number of active 
apprentices to 25,000 

Registering 100 new apprentice-
ship programs or occupations 

Achieving three percent growth 
in educational services, healthcare, 
and manufacturing apprenticeships 

 
Missouri is focused on support-

ing the Trump Administration’s na-
tional goal of surpassing 1 million 
active apprentices. The goals estab-
lished for Missouri and planned ef-
fort align with the federal and 
state’s commitment to expanding 
high-quality training pathways and 
preparing more Missourians for in-
demand careers. 

MO Annual Maternal Motality Report
The Missouri Department of 

Health and Senior Services 
(DHSS) has published A Multi 
Year Look at Maternal Mortal-
ity in Missouri: 2019-2023 An-
nual Report on behalf of the 
state’s Pregnancy-Associated 
Mortality Review (PAMR) 
Board, a multidisciplinary 
board of experts from across 
the state tasked with examining 
the causes and contributing fac-
tors associated with maternal 
mortality and ultimately form-
ing recommendations that 
could prevent these deaths from 
occurring in the future. The re-
port is an aggregate of five 
years’ worth of the PAMR 
Board’s work and is based upon 
the most recent data available.  

The 2019-2023 report con-
tains data, including the timing 
and leading causes of preg-
nancy-related deaths, and fac-

tors that contributed to these 
deaths, such as mental health 
conditions and substance use 
disorders. The report also re-
flects the disparities that exist in 
our state and among our most 
vulnerable populations, includ-
ing our Black and publicly in-
sured communities.   

 
Analysis of data and related 

patient records indicates cardio-
vascular diseases and mental 
health conditions (including 
substance use disorders) were 
the leading underlying causes 
of pregnancy-related deaths, 
followed closely by infections 
(pneumonia, COVID-19, etc.). 
An average of 68 Missouri 
women died while pregnant or 
within one year of pregnancy 
each year over 5 years (2019-
2023), with the highest number 
recorded in 2020 (85 deaths). 
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his grandchildren and great-grand-
children. He cherished each one of 
them and the memories made with 
them. 

Surviving are children, Gary 
Oliver Price of Louisiana, Tammy 
Price of Louisiana, Lisa Price of 
Louisiana, and Bobbie Ann Price of 
Louisiana; seven grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; brothers, Mar-
tin Dale Price of Bowling Green 
and Rusty Price of Louisiana; a 
sister, Mary Martha Hamilton of 
Frankford; along with several 
nieces, nephews, and extended 
family members. 

Gary was preceded in death by 
his parents; brother, Leroy Price; 
and nephews, Winn Price and 
Casey Price. 

Memorials may be made to 1 
Way Ministries Church of Bowling 
Green. 

Terence Lee 
Stinnett 

Terence Lee Stinnett, 70, 
of Vandalia died Wednes-
day, July 8, 2026, at Baptist 
Homes of Tri-County in 
Vandalia. 

Terence was born Aug. 
29, 1955, in Vandalia; the 
son of Jack and Helen Smith 
Stinnett. His parents pre-
ceded him in death. 

Terence dedicated many 
years of service to the Mis-
souri Department of Trans-
portation (MoDOT) before 
retiring. He was a talented 
musician who could pick up 
nearly any instrument and 
play it by ear. He found 
great joy in both playing and 
listening to music.  

Terence also enjoyed fly-
ing remote-control air-
planes, working in his yard, 
tackling carpentry projects, 
and spending quiet moments 
watching purple martins 
soar overhead. Whether rid-
ing his motorcycle or bi-
cycle, he appreciated the 
simple pleasures of life and 
the outdoors. 

He is survived by one 
son, Ethan Stinnett; a grand-
daughter, Madelynn Stin-
nett; three brothers, Scott 
Stinnett and wife, Roberta, 
Bo Stinnett and wife, Gayla, 
and Archie Stinnett; four 
sisters, Sue Johnson and 
husband, Tom, Debby Stin-
nett, Jane Hannaford, and 
Lisa Clayton and husband, 
Mike; as well as several 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family members, and 

friends. 
In addition to his parents, 

Terence was preceded in 
death by a brother, Rick 
Stinnett.  

Terence was a Christian 
by faith. 

The family will host a 
private memorial service at 
a later date. 

Cremation arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Waters Funeral Home in 
Vandalia. 

Michael Grawe 
Mass of Christian burial 

for Michael Dean Grawe, 
68, of Laddoinia will be at 
12 p.m., Tuesday (today) at 
St. John Catholic Church in 
Laddonia. Fr. Derek Hooper 
will officiate. Burial will 
follow in Laddonia Ceme-
tery. 

Visitation will be from 
10:30 a.m., Tuesday (today) 
until the time of Mass at the 
church. 

Bienhoff Funeral Home 

is assisting the family with 
arrangements. 

Mike died Friday, July 
10, 2026 at his home in Lad-
donia. 

He was born Jan. 10, 
1958 in Mexico, the son of 
Elmer Albert and Lucille 
Gertrude Lewis Grawe. 

Survivors include two 
brothers, Gene and Tony 
Grawe of Laddonia; six 
sisters, Mildred Grawe and 
Shawn Mullins, Brenda 
Snyder and Tina Britton and 
husband, Terry of Laddonia, 
Linda Kable and husband, 
Donald of Thompson, 
Teresa Ellis and husband, 
Jan of Mahomet, Ill.,, and 
Joyce Neiberding and Chris 
Thrift of Shallotte, N.C., 
along with numerous nieces, 
nephews other relatives and 
friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; and two 
brothers, Wade and Roy 
Grawe. 

Mike was a hardworking 
man who dedicated his ca-
reer to serving his com-
munity through a variety of 
occupations. Over the years, 
he worked at C.E. Brick 
Plant in Farber until its clo-
sure, Community R-6 
School District, NARCO, as 
a correctional officer at 
WERDCC in Vandalia, and 
later at POET Biorefining in 
Laddonia. 

He was a member of St. 
John Catholic Church and 
the NRA. Mike found his 

greatest enjoyment in the 
outdoors, spending count-
less hours hunting, fishing, 
camping, and riding four-
wheelers. Above all else, he 
treasured the time he spent 
with his family, creating 
lasting memories with those 
he loved most. 

Pallbearers will be Jason 
Kable, Logan Britton, Trey 
Meyer, Kieth Meyer, Randy 
Dahl, Marc Tompkins, and 
Marshall Kable. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Laddo-
nia Cemetery and mailed c/o 
Bienhoff Funeral Home P.O. 
Box 6 Laddonia, MO 
63352. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
uneralhome.com. 

James Sidwell 
James Richard “Jim” Sidwell, 

89, of Louisiana died Tuesday, July 
7, 2026 at his home surrounded by 
his family. 

He was born Jan. 16, 1937 in 

Martinsburg, the son of James E. 
and Flossie Ardella Motley Sidwell 
and was the oldest of their five chil-
dren. He married Lois Ann Benz 
and to this union three children 
were born, Deborah, Roger and 
Rick. He would later marry Myrna 
S. Wombles Antone in 1982 and re-
ceive two bonus children, Joseph 
“Jody” and Audra Antone. 

Jim owned and operated Si-
dwell Construction for many years, 
building homes for his own family 
and many others in the area. More 
recently he had owned the Pleasant 
Hill Lumber Yard until its closing 
and co-owned Sidwell Retirement 
Manor in Bowling Green. In earlier 
years, he farmed with his father and 
area farmers in Pike County, Ill., 
was an iron worker in Joliet and 
was also employed by Caterpillar. 
He was a hard worker all of his life. 

Jim could fix, replace or build 
just about anything and enjoyed tin-
kering in his garage, especially on 
his motorcycle. He enjoyed fishing, 
country and blue grass music and 
his large collections of model trains 
and all types of clocks. But most 
important to him was the time he 
spent with his wife and family. Jim 
was a loving man with a big, giving 
heart. He loved life and had a 
blessed full life and will be missed 
by many. 

Jim was a member of the Moose 
Lodge in Pittsfield and had been 
baptized at the First Christian 
Church in Pittsfield and was cur-
rently a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Louisiana. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Myrna S. Sidwell of Louisiana; five 
children, Deborah Triplett of Lou-
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HUGE MOVING 
SALE – Part 1! 
Wednesday, July 
15, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
514 E. Walsh Blvd., 
Vandalia. Collect-
ible dolls, art, figu-
rines, quilts, 
afghans, decorative 
pillows, home 
décor, & much 
more! Priced to sell 
- come early for the 
best selection. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. 
Amish built in Indi-
ana, excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 bath. 
FINANCING. Call for 
info 573-249-3333, 
marktwainmobi le-
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call 
or text 573-338-6250 
or email 
GregS.CDH@out-
look.com.  

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 
3 sizes - 10x20, 
10x10, and 8x10. 
L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family 
reunion, shower, 
birthday. Call Art 
Wiser, 594-3224. (tf) 

WINDOW ACs in 
stock. Vandalia Fire-
stone & Appliance, 
594-6624. 

 
REFURNISHED 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-
7176. (tf) 

 
 

METAL ROOFING. 
Wagler Metals: 
21764 Pike 409, 
Bowling Green. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light 
truck, $15 & up. Van-
dalia Firestone & 
Appliance, 594-6624.  

ASSISTANT SITE 
MANAGER, part-
time, could turn into 
full-time. Starting pay 
$15  per hour, 10-15 
hours a week. To be 
in office 8 a.m.-noon, 
Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday start-
ing. Do books, 
expenses, receipts 
while in office and 
take calls, pay bills. 
Cannot take rent 
money nor do leases. 
Will to take the 
classes needed and 
learn for future ad-
vancement. Roughly 
$225 a week; $900 a 
month. Resume and 
application to be 
looked over by board 
members and hiring 
done by them. Turn 
in resume at 522 
Tella Jane Lane, Lou-
isiana. (c2-34) 

NO HUNTING OR 
T R E S PA S S I N G , 
Murry Shepherd 
Farms. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not 
responsible for in-
juries or accidents.  

 
 

NO TRESPASS-
ING OR HUNTING  
on the property of 
Cherlyn Boots. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not 
responsible for acci-
dents on property.  

P R E M I E R E 
PRESSURE WASH-
ING - Outside house 
cleaning, soffitts, 
driveways, decks, 
patios, fence clean-
ing, farm equipment, 
and trailers. Free es-
timates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & 
GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, and 
parts. Used golf cars 
and mowers. Hwy. 54 
West, Louisiana, MO 
63353, 573-754-
5055. (tf) 

 
GEEKY HILLBILLY 

COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. 
computer repair & re-
cycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

B&J SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Com-
mercial or residential, 
septic pumping & re-
pair, sewer augering 
& repair, grease trap 
pumping and porta 
potty rentals. Butch 
Menne, 573-384-
5536.  

 
BROWN’S SEP-

TIC PUMPING - 
Commercial or res-
idential, portable toi-
let rental, job sites, 
special events, auc-
tions. Brown’s Septic 
Pumping, 206 Brown 
Lane, Louisiana, 
754-5812. (tf) 

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by 
Ann Hecox. Make 
great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 an-
nahcx-@gmail.com.  
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GARAGE SALES NO HUNTING

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$19,985

Stock #949 - 2023 Jeep Renegade Latitude,  
Interior Color Black,  

Exterior Color Colorado Red Clearcoat,   
4-Wheel Dr., Auto, 42,201 Miles

Poage Ford

FOR SALE

WE WELCOME 
YOUR  

LOCAL NEWS
FOR RENT

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

NO HUNTING

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

Yoder Surplus 

Fresh Cut Flowers 
Available Now 

They Are In Full Bloom 
STOP IN & WE CAN CUT 

WHAT YOU WANT
ALSO Fishing Supplies 

Have Arrived 
Check It Out!

NEW! 
Pike County History 

Book from the 1970’s 
available & lots more

Hours: M T W F S 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Closed Thursday & Sunday
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isiana, Roger Sidwell and 
wife, Jan of Pittsfield, Rick 
Sidwell and wife, Janet of 
Bowling Green, Joseph Wil-
liam “Jody” Antone of Van-
couver, British Columbia; 
and Audra Lynn Sapp and 
husband, Josh of Louisiana; 
grandchildren, Noah Gamm 
and Allison, Avery Gamm, 
Emerie Sapp, Jessica Clark, 
Tiffany Sidwell and hus-
band, Sam, Ricky Sidwell 
and wife, Lorie, Ashley Si-
dwell and husband, Joshua, 
Amy Sidwell, and Jeremy 
Sidwell and wife, Rebecca; 
12 great-grandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

Jim was preceded in 
death by his parents, two 
brothers, Gary Sidwell and 
LeRoy Sidwell; two sisters, 
Linda Martin and Carolyn 

Moore and his first wife, 
Lois. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday at 11 a.m., at the 
Lummis Funeral Home in 
Pleasant Hill conducted by 
Pastor Bill Maupin and Bro. 
Jerry Gamm. Burial fol-
lowed at Mooney-Marion 
Cemetery near Atlas. 

Visitation was Saturday 
from 9:30-11 a.m. 

Memorials may be made 
to the Community Loving 
Care Hospice in Bowling 
Green or Mooney-Marion 
Cemetery. 

Lummis Funeral Home in 
Pleasant Hill, Ill., is han-
dling the arrangements.
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