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Louisiana PD Covers Flock Cameras,  
Proposes New Safeguards

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

The Louisiana Police De-
partment has temporarily 
covered the city’s Flock 
Safety cameras while the 
Louisiana City Council and 
residents consider the future 
of the automated license 
plate reader system. 

Police Chief Josh Baker 
announced the decision in 
an Aug. 21 press release, 
stating that all seven cam-
eras operated by the city had 
been covered and deacti-
vated pending further dis-
cussion by the council and 
public. 

Baker said the decision 
was made by the police de-
partment and was not 
prompted by allegations or 
findings that Louisiana of-
ficers had misused the sys-
tem. Instead, he cited 
concerns raised locally, as 
well as recently reported 
misuse involving law en-
forcement elsewhere, in-
cluding St. Charles County. 

Proponents of automated 
license plate reader, or 
ALPR, cameras say the sys-
tem can assist officers in 
criminal investigations, lo-
cating stolen vehicles and 
finding vehicles associated 
with wanted or missing per-
sons. However, Baker said 
safeguards are necessary to 
balance those uses with res-
idents’ privacy and individ-
ual rights. 

 
Along with the release, 

Baker presented a proposed 
nine-page ordinance that 
would allow continued op-
eration of Louisiana’s seven 
cameras while establishing 
restrictions on access, data 
retention, sharing and mis-
use. 

Under the proposal, the 
system could only be used 
for documented law-en-
forcement purposes. It spe-
cifically prohibits use for 
personal, political, commer-
cial, retaliatory or discrim-
inatory reasons, as well as 
generalized surveillance or 
monitoring people engaged 
in lawful speech, protests, 
political activity or other 
constitutionally protected 
activities. 

Historical searches of 
stored ALPR information 

would require officers to 
enter a Louisiana Police De-
partment case number, the 
purpose of the search and an 
explanation of how the ve-
hicle, location or other crit-
eria relate to the 
investigation. Generic ex-
planations such as “investi-
gation,” “patrol” or “official 
business” would not satisfy 
the requirement. 

The ordinance would 
also prohibit using the cam-
eras to automatically issue 
traffic citations, determine 
vehicle speed, enforce park-
ing restrictions, collect civil 
debt or enforce minor traffic 
violations by themselves. 
An ALPR alert would be 
considered an investigative 
lead and would not, on its 
own, establish reasonable 
suspicion or probable cause. 

Baker has previously said 
the city’s Flock cameras 
cannot track speeds or auto-
matically issue tickets. 
When asked why the pro-
posed ordinance still specif-
ically prohibits those uses, 
Baker said the language was 
intended as a safeguard 
against future changes to the 
system. 

“Yes, that language is just 
in there as an assurance so 
that any updates to the cam-
eras and software will 
NEVER be used to issue ci-
tations to citizens,” Baker 
said. 

Baker added that much of 
the proposed ordinance for-
malizes protections already 
contained in department 
policy or state law. 

“In all seriousness, most 
of the proposed ordinance is 
already policy and state 
law,” Baker said. “It is to 
make official a lot of what 
that policy already covers 
and put it in the public eye.” 

He said the cameras re-
main an important investi-
gative tool, particularly in 
cases where officers may 
otherwise have few leads 
and cited their potential use-
fulness in locating missing 
or abducted children. 

“These cameras are a 
huge law enforcement tool 
that can generate leads in 
cases where we may other-
wise have none, along with 
protecting the children of 
our community,” Baker 

said. “God forbid we have 
another instance like we did 
nearly a decade ago. If we 
did, these cameras would 
make a kidnapping case like 
that much easier to identify 
the suspect and locate the 
child.” 

One of the proposal’s pri-
mary privacy protections 
concerns data retention. Un-
flagged license plate detec-
tions would be 
automatically and per-
manently deleted no later 
than 30 days after collec-
tion. Information relevant to 
a documented investigation 
could be preserved longer, 
but bulk preservation of un-
related detections would be 
prohibited. 

The city would retain 
ownership and control of its 
ALPR data, and the ordi-
nance would prohibit plac-
ing that information into an 
unrestricted or automati-
cally expanding nationwide 
sharing network. Recurring 
access by outside law-en-
forcement agencies would 
require approval and peri-
odic review. 

Additional safeguards in-
clude individual user ac-
counts with multi-factor 
authentication, annual train-
ing and tamper-resistant 
audit logs. Audit activity 
would be reviewed monthly, 
while searches conducted 
by the police chief would re-
ceive separate quarterly re-
view. 

The proposal also in-
cludes disciplinary and mu-
nicipal penalties for misuse. 
Knowing and intentional 
violations could result in 
employee discipline, includ-
ing termination, and could 
constitute a municipal ordi-
nance offense punishable by 
a fine of up to $500, up to 
90 days in jail, or both. 

The proposed ordinance 
has not yet been adopted by 
the City Council. 

 
The cameras will remain 

out of service while the 
issue is considered. A public 
hearing regarding the Flock 
Safety system was sched-
uled after the Trib’s press 
deadline on Monday, Aug. 
24, at Louisiana High 
School following the regular 
City Council meeting.

Vandalia Historical Society: 
August Community Update

Bowling Green R-I School Board Sets Tax Rate
BY LARRY TWELLMAN 

Prior to the start of its Au-
gust meeting, the Bowling 
Green R-I Board of Educa-
tion held a brief hearing 
concerning the proposed 
rate for the property tax for 
the 2026 tax year.  

 
Later, during the monthly 

meeting, Dr. Jeff Jennewein, 
Superintendent, reported 
that the district’s assessed 
valuation had grown by 
nearly 15 percent over the 
previous year and had 
reached a total of 
$227,792,600. Jennewein 
proposed that the board set 
the tax rate at $3.9496 per 
$100 of assessed valuation. 
This is the same tax rate that 
the district had during the 
2025 tax year and was ap-
proved by the board. 

Cole Niemeyer, a senior 
at the high school, was rec-
ognized at for two outstand-
ing accomplishments. Cole 

was recently elected to serve 
as the State Secretary for the 
Missouri Future Business 
Leaders of America 
(FBLA). FBLA is a student 
organization with members 
in most of Missouri’s high 
schools. Cole was also rec-
ognized for achieving a 
score of 35 on the ACT Col-
lege Admissions Test. A per-
fect score on the test equals 
a score of 36. Cole’s score 
of 35 puts him at the 99th 
percentile of all students 
taking the test.  

The board approved a 
resolution to prepay General 
Obligation Bonds that were 
sold when the district voters 
approved a bond issue in 
2019. The bonds, valued at 
$900,000. will be repaid in 
March 2017 at a savings to 
the district of nearly 
$200,000 in future interest 
expenses. 

Tuition rates for non-res-
ident students will remain 

the same as in the previous 
school year at $10,000 per 
student per year. Rates for 
employee day care and be-
fore and after school care 
will remain the same as last 
year.  

Joe Chinn, high school 
principal, reported on the 
high school A+ program. 
This program allows high 
school students to qualify 
for state funding that will 
pay for tuition costs at all 
Missouri Community Col-
leges. Chinn said that 60% 
of the graduating class of 
2026 qualified for the A+ 
Scholarship and that many 
of the graduates will take 
advantage of the scholarship 
to further their education. 

 
The next scheduled meet-

ing of the Bowling Green R-
I School Board will be on 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, starting at 
5:30 p.m., in the district of-
fice.

BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Editor’s note: Following 

is the final part in a story 
series by contributing writer 
Brent Engel. 

Dedication of the Champ 
Clark statue in Bowling 
Green was a tribute to an 
iconic man. 

The ceremony took place 
on the south side of the Pike 
County Courthouse on Sat-
urday, Nov. 13, 1926. More 
than 4,000 people braved a 
cold rain and icy winds. 

Jefferson Davis Hos-
tetter, a Bowling Green at-
torney and state senator who 
had served on the three-
member committee that 
oversaw construction, was 
jubilant. 

“It is built to benefit all 
the people and tends to per-
petuate the life, the charac-
ter and the achievements of 
one of the greatest Ameri-
cans of our own genera-
tion,” Hostetter said. “This 
monument will stand 
through years and the cen-
turies to come as a beacon 
of light to generations yet 
unborn.” 

As Speaker of the House 
from 1911 to 1918, Clark 
was third in line for the 
presidency. He ran for the 
office in 1912, but was de-
feated in the Democrat pri-
mary by Woodrow Wilson. 
Such power can produce 
huge egos, but Clark often 
avoided it. 

“Champ Clark could 
have made 10 times more 
money following some 
other profession, but he pre-
ferred to serve you people 
and he did serve you well,” 
Republican Missouri Gov. 
Samuel Baker said. “The 
whole world knows Champ 
Clark came from Pike 
County. He gave his life to 
the state of Missouri, and it 
is fitting that you show him 
this reverence.” 

Democrat former gov-
ernor and Pike County 
native Elliott Major called 
Clark “a towering figure in 
the maelstrom of national 

politics and trusted sentinel” 
for Missouri constituents. 

“From today, this ground 
will be one of the historic 
spots of the republic,” 
Major declared. 

Missouri U.S. Sen. James 
Reed had Clark’s political 
fortitude. The Democrat 
known as “Fightin’ Jim” 
supported businesses and 
opposed government over-
reach. 

“His ruling passion was 
the rights of men,” Reed 
said of Clark. “Accordingly, 
every doubtful case was re-
solved in favor of human 
liberty. His brain conceived 
no chains for freedom; it de-
signed no fetters for the 
mind; it planned no dun-
geons for conscience.” 

Newspapers were 
equally charitable. 

“Clark’s sincerity, friend-
ship for opponents and ad-
herents alike, his fairness as 
a presiding officer and his 
knowledge of history; his 
love of clean anecdotes and 
humorous stories, and his 
marvelous retentive mem-
ory ranked with his attrib-
utes of leadership,” the 
Louisiana Journal said. 

Statue sculptor and Mis-
souri native Frederick Hib-
bard spoke to the crowd, but 
his words apparently were 
not recorded. 

Be it their manner of 
dress, their affinity for jazz 
or the successful fight for 
voting rights – something 
Clark and his family had 
supported – younger 
women attending were 
noted for being part of the 
“flapper” era. 

 
“The crowd about the 

platform churned the green 
of the courthouse lawn into 
mud,” the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch observed. “Small 
boys and girls of grade 
schools gazed in awe at the 
statue and solemnly listened 
to the eulogies. Aged men 
pressed to the front where 
they could hear, their bushy, 
goat-like beards bobbing up 
and down as they chewed 

tobacco. Others, lacking to-
bacco, reformed the words 
of the speakers with their 
lips.” 

Clark’s three-year-old 
grandson, Champ, pulled a 
cord attached to a bunting-
decked cover to reveal the 
memorial. 

“Just like him, sure 
enough,” one spectator said 
of Clark’s likeness. 

Also attending, but not 
speaking, were Clark’s 
widow, Genevieve, his son, 
Bennett, and his daughter, 
Genevieve. 

The program was done in 
two parts and took five 
hours because weather kept 
some speakers from arriving 
promptly. A lunch break fol-
lowed the outside cere-
monies. An estimated 500 
people packed the third-
floor courtroom for the sec-
ond half in the afternoon. 

Surviving members of 
the 1878 graduating class of 
Louisiana High School, 
where Clark had been prin-
cipal, placed a wreath at the 
base of the statue. Music 
was provided by the Bowl-
ing Green High School 
Band and the Roy Huckstep 
Band. A quartet of Dr. A.M. 
Bennett, Tully Reeds, Burt 

Kleppisch and George 
Dixon also performed. 

There is a humorous an-
ecdote in the statue saga. 
Clark may not have thought 
much of monuments. The 
opinion apparently surfaced 
at a dinner in 1918, three 
years before his death. 

Clark was speaking about 
the U.S. Capitol room 
which displays sculptures of 
prominent Americans. Each 
state has two figures. While 
some are considered irre-
placeable works of art, 
others have been called me-
diocre at best. 

 
“I’ll contribute $100 if 

anybody will go into Stat-
utory Hall some night with 
a sledge hammer and put 
half those statues out of 
business,” Clark reportedly 
said.

Champ Clark Statue  
Turns 100 This Year

Cover Wins Grand Champion 
Mealiea Cover of Bowling Green won grand champion shorthorn female at the 

Missouri State Fair. This qualified her for the Show-Me Shootout  in the Colos-
seum. She showed against all of the other breed champions for a chance in the 
top five females exhibited at the Missouri State Fair.

The Vandalia Area His-
torical Society has a busy 
few weeks ahead, with live 
entertainment returning to 
Railroad Park, progress 
being made on the historic 
church, and several impor-
tant steps approaching for 
the proposed Railroad Park 
renovation project. 
Toby & Susie Return To 

Railroad Park 
Friday, Aug. 28 

The Vandalia Area His-
torical Society will host a 
live Toby & Susie Show Fri-
day, Aug. 28, in Railroad 
Park as part of the final Van-
dalia Area Chamber of 
Commerce Summer Sound 
Waves event of 2026. 

The evening will begin at 
5:30 p.m., with the Toby and 
Susie show, followed by 
Ben Hummel with Open 
Road Band at 6 p.m. 

For generations, Toby 
and Susie shows were a fa-
miliar form of small-town 
entertainment throughout 
Missouri and the Midwest. 
The characters were pop-
ularized through traveling 
tent-show productions, in-
cluding the long-running 
Schaffner Players, which 
brought comedy, music and 
family entertainment to 
communities throughout the 
region. The Toby character 
— typically a good-natured, 
quick-witted country fellow 
— and Susie became au-
dience favorites, with local 
humor and community par-
ticipation often adding to 
the fun. 

Vandalia's performance 
will continue that tradition, 
with local residents becom-
ing the stars of the show and 
bringing the familiar Toby 

and Susie humor to life right 
here in Railroad Park. 

Plan for a full Friday 
night out with dinner, a 
show and live music. 

It's The Good Stuff will 
begin serving food and a va-
riety of drinks at 4:30 p.m. 
The menu will include pork 
burgers, hot dogs, chili and 
homemade chips. 

It doesn't get much better 
than dinner, a show and live 
music — all without paying 
an admission fee. 

Bring your lawn chair 
and join us for a great even-
ing of entertainment, laugh-
ter, music and socializing 
with the good people of our 
community. 

Historic Church Gets a 
Fresh Coat of Paint 

Is that paint we finally 
see going up on the historic 
church in Railroad Park? 
Yes, it is. 

The paint started going 
on the building over the 
weekend, marking another 
visible step forward in the 
work being done on the his-
toric structure. 

It certainly is going to be 
a pretty building when it's 
finished. There is still work 
ahead, so keep watching as 
the transformation con-
tinues. 
RAILROAD PARK PROJECT 
APPROACHES IMPORTANT 

DECISIONS 
The proposed Railroad 

Park renovation project is 
also approaching several 
important milestones. 

The Rual Morris Founda-
tion has rescheduled its 
meeting with the Vandalia 
Area Historical Society 
from Aug. 25-Sept. 4. Rep-
resentatives of the Historical 

Society will provide a final 
project update before the 
foundation considers fund-
ing for the project. 

If funding is received 
from the Rural Morris Foun-
dation, the Historical Soci-
ety plans to make its final 
presentation to the Vandalia 
Board of Aldermen on Tues-
day, Sept. 8. 

That presentation will 
come before the aldermen 
vote on whether to approve 
moving forward with the 
Railroad Park project. 

Approval by the Board of 
Aldermen is one of the crit-
ical steps necessary before 
the project can proceed. The 
park is owned by the City of 
Vandalia and will continue 
to be owned and maintained 
by the city, while the Van-
dalia Area Historical Soci-
ety has been working to 
secure outside funding for 
the proposed improvements. 

If the project receives 
city approval, grant infor-
mation will then be sub-
mitted to the Mark Twain 
Regional Council of Gov-
ernments for October grant 
submission as the next step 
in pursuing funding through 
the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund. 

 
The Historical Society 

will continue to keep the 
community informed as 
these decisions are made. 

For now, there is plenty 
happening in Railroad Park. 
Come out Friday, Aug. 28, 
enjoy Toby and Susie, grab 
dinner, stay for Ben Hum-
mel with Open Road Band, 
and take a look at the pro-
gress being made on the his-
toric church.

Early Deadline For Next Week’s Paper  
Due To The Labor Day Weekend 

Thursday, Aug. 27 at 10 a.m.
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Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
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Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Feeder Sale Report For 8-17-2026      Monday Receipts 207 Head
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NOTICE 
OF 

PUBLIC 
HEARING 

A public hearing 
will be held at 4 
p.m., Thursday, 
Aug. 27 at the Buf-
falo Fire Station in 
Louisiana.  At this 
time citizens may 
be heard on prop-
erty taxes pro-
posed to be set by 
the Buffalo Town-
ship Fire Protection 
District.  

Accepting 
Bids 

Buffalo Township 
Fire Protection is 
accepting bids for 
yard maintenance 
at the fire house.   

This would in-
clude mowing, 
weed eating and 
chemical applica-
tion. Bids will be 
accepted until 
9/1/2026.  

You can submit 
bids to P.O. Box 
161, Louisiana, MO 
63353. 

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

When contemplating 
which spring-flowering 
bulbs to plant this fall, few 
gardeners will consider al-
liums. “This is unfortunate, 
since ornamental alliums 
produce striking, globe-
shaped purple flowers that 
float like vibrant spheres on 
green flower stalks,” said 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension horticulturist David 
Trinklein. 

Allium is a genus of more 
than 700 species in the 
Amaryllidaceae (amaryllis) 
plant family. The best-
known alliums are used for 
food, such as onion, shallot 
and scallion, garlic, leek and 
chives. 

When planted in the fall, 
ornamental alliums nor-
mally flower the following 
spring. Additionally, spring-
planted alliums started from 
divisions or started plants 
tend to flower the first year. 
Most alliums flower in May, 
June or early July, depend-
ing upon species. After 
flowering, the foliage dies 
back, leaving a dormant un-
derground bulb behind. 

Probably the best-known 
ornamental allium is giant 
onion. This plant produces a 
round flower head (or 
umbel) of violet flowers on 
flower stalks (scapes) that 
can reach 6 feet in height. 
The flower heads are about 
six inches in diameter and 
are spectacular in the gar-
den. 

‘Globemaster’ is an inter-
specific hybrid with flower 
heads ranging in size from a 
softball to a volleyball. 
Originally developed in 
Holland as a cut flower, 
‘Globemaster’ is reliable 

and makes a powerful state-
ment in the garden, Trin-
klein says. 

‘Purple Sensation’ is an 
attractive cultivar that pro-
duces purple, starlike florets 
tightly packed into a round 
flower head about the size 
of a grapefruit. Scapes of 
‘Purple Sensation’ reach 
about 3 feet high. Flowers 
tend to appear early in the 
growing season. 

‘Star of Persia’ produces 
pale purplish-blue flower 
heads up to10 inches in di-
ameter with star-shaped flo-
rets. Florets tend to be more 
sparsely packed than those 
in other large-flowered al-
liums. Scapes are about 2 
feet tall. 

Not all alliums are large. 
Drumstick allium produces 
an abundance of reddish-
purple, cone-shaped flowers 
with flower heads a bit over 
two inches in diameter on 
scapes about 20 inches. 

Several alliums grow to a 
height of only 8-12 inches, 
making them more suitable 
for planting in the front of a 
border or used as an edging. 
The culinary herb Allium 
schoenoprasum, or chives, 
is one. Its pinkish-purple 
flower heads average about 
an inch in diameter and are 
borne on scapes about 15 
inches. Its hollow, grass-like 
leaves often are used for a 
variety of culinary purposes. 

Golden garlic is a small 
plant that produces bright 
yellow flowers and is suit-
able for a rock garden or for 
naturalizing. It reaches a 
height of about 12 inches 
and is one of the few alliums 
with yellow flowers. 

‘Blue Eddy’ is another 

small ornamental allium se-
lected from the species Al-
lium scenscens. Its name 
reflects the bluish hue of its 
somewhat twisted foliage. It 
produces small lavender-
pink flower heads about 1.5 
inch in diameter on 12-inch 
scapes. 

Perhaps the most popular 
ornamental allium is ‘Mille-
nium,’ a cross between Al-
lium nutans and A. 
lusitanicum. Selected for its 
compact growth habit and 
abundance of rose-purple 
flower heads, ‘Millenium’ 
tends to bloom later in the 
season than other alliums 
for extended color in the 
garden. 

Alliums need abundant 
direct sunlight to thrive. 
Well-drained soil also is a 
must, especially during the 
winter. If garden soil is 
heavy, incorporate organic 
matter to improve drainage. 
Alliums planted in poorly 
drained soil tend to be short-
lived. Considered drought-
tolerant, most alliums 
require infrequent watering 
and should be grown on the 
dry side. 

Alliums are virtually 
pest-free and seem to be 
shunned by both deer and 
rodents. The flowers of al-
lium are very attractive to 
pollinators, especially bees 
and butterflies. 

Alliums need occasional 
rejuvenation through di-
vision. In late summer, after 
leaves die back, carefully 
lift the clump of bulbs with 
a spade or garden fork. Re-
move small outer bulblets 
and grow them in

Alliums Have Some Of The Most 
Striking Flowers Around The Globe

Few garden perennials 
deserve the title “heirloom” 
more so than Madonna lily: 
some historians believe it is 
the first to have been culti-
vated by humans for orna-
mental purposes. 

August is an ideal month 
for planting this iconic 
beauty and a good time to 
explore it in greater detail, 
said University of Missouri 
Extension horticulturist 
David Trinklein. 

Madonna lily (Lilium 
candidum) should not be 
confused with Easter lily 
(Lilium longiflorum), 
whose flowers are some-
what similar in appearance. 
Madonna lily, a member of 
the Liliaceae plant family, is 
thought to be native to the 
Balkans and Middle East. 

Its flowers are depicted 
on paintings made by the 
Minoans, a Bronze Age civ-
ilization that inhabited Crete 
and other Aegean islands. It 
can be found naturalized 
over much of southern Eu-
rope, Ukraine, North Africa, 
the Canary Islands and even 
into the New World. 

Egyptians crushed its 
bulbs and used the ointment 
to treat inflammation, burns 
and tumors. Later, Greek 
physician and herbalist Di-
oscurides reportedly used it 
to treat diseases of women. 
Additionally, Romans are 
said to have used the extract 
of steeped Madonna lily 
bulbs to care for sore feet. 

The Roman Catholic 
church has long considered 
the lily as a symbol of pu-
rity. Medieval artworks 
often depict the Virgin Mary 
holding, or near, flowers of 
what, apparently, is Lilium 
candidum. Clovis I, king of 
the Franks, upon his conver-
sion to Christianity, is said 
to have been given a lily 

from heaven by the Virgin 
Mary. 

Plant Madonna lily in 
August or early September 
in a location that receives 
six or more hours of direct 
sun daily. In contrast with 
other lilies that develop 
“stem roots” and are planted 
4-6 inches deep, Madonna 
lily should have no more 
than 1 inch of soil covering 
its bulb. 

Water well after planting 
to encourage root devel-
opment and rosette forma-
tion. 

Madonna lily prefers 
nearly neutral to slightly al-
kaline soil. In most Missouri 
soils, ground limestone 
should be added at planting 
time. 

Unlike most garden lilies, 
Madonna lily produces a ro-
sette of leaves in the fall that 
remains throughout the 
winter. Late in the following 
spring, a single flower stalk 
(spike) 24 to 60 inches hight 
emerges from this rosette. 
Spikes may hold from three 
to 12 elegant, pure-white 
flowers with exquisite fra-
grance. 

Although strikingly beau-
tiful and steeped with his-
tory, Madonna lily does 
have its challenges. It is sus-
ceptible to several diseases, 
including lily mosaic virus 
and cucumber mosaic virus. 
Symptoms are not always 
clearly visible, but most ap-
pear as chlorotic mottling of 
the leaves along with weak 
growth and eventual death 
of the plant. Control of these 
diseases is difficult, since 
they are spread by insects 
such as leafhoppers, which 
feed on the leaves of plants. 

Madonna lily also is quite 
susceptible to botrytis, a 
fungal disease that favors 
moderate temperatures with 

high relative humidity. 
There are several fungicides 
available that are labeled for 
botrytis control on ornamen-
tals. Any product with chlo-
rothalonil as its active 
ingredient should be effec-
tive. Additionally, applying 
sulfur dust on bulbs before 
planting may help to prevent 
infection from any surface 
wounds that might have oc-
curred during handling. 

Lilies of all types, and 
especially Madonna, are 
susceptible to root rots, so 
excellent soil drainage is 
necessary. Incorporate about 
4 inches of aged manure or 
compost for several weeks 
before planting to help tight 
soils drain better. Consider 
raised beds where drainage 
is a problem even after in-
corporating organic matter. 
Additionally, cool soil is im-
portant for lilies to thrive. A 
heavy organic mulch to 
cover the bed is helpful to 
lily bulbs during the heat of 
midsummer. 

Because of difficulties in 
finding virus-free bulbs, 
Madonna lily is in great de-
mand. Disease-free strains 
are now available, although 
some gardeners (with appro-
priate patience) opt to start 
this plant from seeds, since 
the seeds normally do not 
contain viruses. 

 
“Although there are other 

attractive lilies that are more 
disease resistant and easier 
to grow, none match Ma-
donna lily’s symbolic im-
portance as a garden 
flower,” said Trinklein. “Its 
trumpet-shaped, pure white 
blossoms and sweet fra-
grance are a timeless sym-
bol of purity, majesty and 
refined elegance across 
thousands of years of human 
art and culture.”

Plant Madonna Lily In August  
For Years Of Pure Joy

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) reminds waterfowl 
hunters to make reservations 
online from Sept. 1–18 for 
MDC managed waterfowl 
hunts coming up this fall. 
Reservations are required to 
guarantee an opportunity to 
hunt on MDC’s 13 inten-
sively managed wetland 
conservation areas. 

There are three ways to 
obtain a hunting spot on a 
managed waterfowl hunting 
area: 

Missouri residents may 
apply online for a reserva-
tion, which guarantees suc-
cessful applicants a place to 

hunt on a specific day at a 
specific area. 

 
Residents and nonres-

idents can hunt with a reser-
vation holder for hunting 
parties up to four people. 

Residents and nonres-
idents can arrive at a man-
aged waterfowl hunting area 
and draw for a spot in the 
morning drawing or “poor 
line." 

While these managed 
wetlands offer some of the 
best public waterfowl hunt-
ing opportunities in the 
state, waterfowl hunting is 
also available on other con-
servation areas and numer-

ous other public and private 
locations around the state. 

For more information on 
managed waterfowl hunts, 
visit MDC online at 
mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trap-
ping/species/waterfowl/man
aged-hunts-waterfowl. 

 
Get more information on 

waterfowl hunting from our 
2026-27 Migratory Bird and 
Waterfowl Hunting Digest 
online at mdc.mo.gov/ 
about-us/about-regula-
tions/migratory-bird-water-
fowl-hunting-digest, from 
MDC offices and nature 
centers and other places 
where permits are sold.

Make Reservations Sept. 1-8 For 
MDC Managed Waterfowl Hunts

Even small steps by for-
est and woodland owners 
can make a big difference in 
improving habitat for bird 
species. 

“Birds need our help, and 
private landowners can 
make important contrib-
utions to their conserva-
tion,” says University of 
Missouri Extension state 
wildlife and fisheries spe-
cialist Robert Pierce. 

Pierce is a co-author of 
Missouri Forestry for the 
Birds, a new publication 
that explains how forestry 
practices can benefit birds. 

Bird Populations Are 
Down By 30 Percent 
Missouri bird populations 

are in peril, the publication 
notes. The decline is not 
unique to Missouri: North 
America has lost approx-
imately 30 percent of its 
bird population over the past 
50 years, due in part to hab-
itat loss, widespread pesti-
cide use and changes in land 
management practices. 

“Missouri’s bird species 
and populations are very di-
verse,” says Pierce. The 
state is home to 350 bird 
species, and all but one of 
those has seen numbers de-
crease since 1966, accord-
ing to the Missouri Bird 
Conservation Plan. Species 
that have seen the most dra-
matic drop in numbers in-
clude the northern 
bobwhite, the field sparrow 
and the cerulean warbler. 

The publication provides 
detailed information on 21 
“focal” bird species that are 
among those in greatest 
need of conservation in Mis-
souri and are responsive to 
forest management. These 
species are representative of 
a broader bird community 
that also depend on forest 
and woodland habitats for 
their survival. 

Small changes make big 
differences 

Landowners can offset 
the declining numbers with 
practices designed to im-
prove habits. 

“Private landowners can 
make a meaningful differ-
ence,” said MU Extension 
state forestry specialist Stel-
zer, who is also a co-author 
of the publication. “These 
practices support bird con-
servation and the long-term 
sustainability and productiv-
ity of Missouri’s forests and 
woodlands. Missouri has a 
strong network of bird con-
servation partnerships with 
a proven track record of co-
operation and successful 
project implementation, in-
cluding the organizations 
that cooperated to develop 
this guide.” 

Birds Help Missouri 
Agriculture 

Birds help Missouri agri-
culture 

“Bird populations benefit 
Missouri agriculture and the 
environment in many 
ways,” says Pierce. “Birds 

like warblers, flycatchers 
and nightjars eat insects that 
damage crops and forests. 
Species like blue jays and 
sparrows help spread seeds, 
aiding forest regeneration. 
Others, like hummingbirds, 
contribute to pollinating 
plants.” 

Forest Systems, 
Landscapes 

The publication gives the 
reader insight into a variety 
of management practices 
and landscape considera-
tions. It also gives a step-by-
step plan with illustrations 
and lists resources to help 
landowners enhance hab-
itats on their property for 
bird populations as well as 
for producing forest pro-
ducts. 

The publication is avail-
able as a free PDF download 
at https://extension.mis-
souri.edu/publications/mx3
60. 

Authors for the publica-
tion are from the Audubon 
of Upper Mississippi River, 
Central Hardwoods Joint 
Venture, LAD Foundation, 
Missouri Conservation Her-
itage Foundation, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the 
Nature Conservancy, Na-
tional Wild Turkey Feder-
ation, MU Extension, 
Missouri Department of 
Conservation and the U.S. 
Forest Service.

MO Landowners Can Improve Forest, Woodlands For Birds

ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS 
 TO WORK FOR YOU
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Supples are tucked away neatly in 
backpacks, first outfit is already laid 
out, lunchmeat, chips, snack cakes 
and brown bags are purchased and 
awaiting assembly. The first day of 
school carries with it a lot of emo-
tions, with some years carrying 
more than others. If it's your first day 
of becoming a Bobcat, the nervous-
ness of all the people around you 
will have you clinging on 
mom's leg with a grip so 
tight it cuts off circulation. If 
you're walking into the halls 
of the High School for the 
first time, the anxiety of 
being a Freshman can be a 
little overwhelming, Lastly, 
If you're walking into those 
same halls on your last, 
first day of school, it too 
carries emotion such as 
excitement, superiority, and 
reflection. 

Being a senior was one of the 
greatest times of my life! it was jam 
packed with school pride, opportu-
nity, and crucial decisions to be 
made. it was a yearlong "farewell 
party" for classmates that you spent 
countless hours with in the class-
room, on the courts of fields, or to-
gether during summer breaks. 

Bowling Green R-I opened its 
doors this week, and many students 
are feeling these emotions right now 
as you read this. These changes, al-
though subtle, will help shape the 
person that they are to become, and 
open doors to countless opportuni-
ties down the road, What a wonder-
fal era of time during a lifetime, quite 
possibly the best time! 

When I was in school, I remember 

foolishly wishing time would melt 
away, and I would warp to the stage 
to receive my diploma. Looking 
back, i am so glad that didn't 
happen. The memories you make in 
school are lasting ones, and ones 
that you will cherish and tell your 
children and grandchildren about. / 
have certainly told mine almost all of 
my stories, 

For you students who are 
reading this, I ask you to 
seize the moment! Take it 
all in, and absorb as much 
of this time as you can. 
Take each day as it comes 
without looking for tomor-
row first. This year will go 
by in a flash, and when it's 
done you will miss it. Not 
necessarily the long days, 
or the homework and as-
signments, and maybe not 
even some of the teachers, 

but the closeness and comfort level 
you had with your classmates will be 
something that sticks to your heart 
for the rest of your life. 

To all students, I wish you much 
success, adventure, friendship, and 
the best of luck as you enter into this 
new year of school. To the seniors, 
enjoy this last year to the fullest be-
cause in 9 short months you will 
begin a new chapter in life. I will 
leave you with this, just as i tell my 
youngest daughter who is now, un-
believably, a Senior at Bowling 
Green High School, "Make Good 
Decisions", because the ones you 
make start to matter now! 

 
Godspeed, and Good Luck Class 

of 2027.

From The Mayor’s Desk...

TOM THOMPSON-MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Biological control – using 
living organisms to help man-
age insect pests and weeds – 
can be an effective part of an 
integrated pest management 
(IPM) strategy, says University 
of Missouri Extension horticul-
turist Tamra Reall. 

Many gardeners are already 
familiar with common biolog-
ical controls, whether that 
means encouraging natural 
predators in the garden, apply-
ing beneficial bacteria to man-
age certain insect pests or using 
specialized organisms to sup-
press difficult-to-control 
weeds. 

 
“Biological control is not 

about eliminating every pest,” 
says Reall. “The goal is to re-
duce pest populations to levels 

that plants can tolerate while 
protecting beneficial organisms 
and the environment.” 

Like any management 
strategy, biological controls 
work best when matched to 
right pest and used under the 
right conditions. Some organ-
isms are highly specific, target-
ing only a single weed or pest 
species without harming non-
target wildlife. Some require 
precise temperature, moisture 
or timing to provide effective 
control. Understanding the bio-
logy of both the pest and its 
natural enemy is critical to suc-
cess, Reall says. 

“Biological control is one 
tool among many,” she says. 
Often, a combination of man-
agement practices produces 
better long-term results than re-

lying on any single approach. 
Prevention remains the first 

line of defense. Selecting 
healthy plants, practicing good 
garden sanitation and monitor-
ing landscapes regularly can in-
tercept many problems before 
they escalate. 

 
Reall encourages gardeners 

to start with accurate identifica-
tion. “Choosing the right ap-
proach begins with 
understanding the problem. 
Once you know what you're 
dealing with, you can choose 
the right tool, use it at the right 
time and provide the conditions 
that allow it to succeed.” 

For help identifying pests, 
weeds, or plant damage in your 
garden, contact your local MU 
Extension center.

Biological Control: Natural Enemies 
Can Help Manage Pests

The Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) pre-
sented preliminary state-
wide 2025-26 Missouri 
Assessment Program 
(MAP) results at the August 
State Board of Education 
meeting.  

Initial findings reveal 
modest improvement in 
English language arts 
(ELA), government, math-
ematics, and science across 
both grade-level and high 
school end-of-course (EOC) 
assessments. 

MAP assessments in 
ELA and mathematics are 
required each year for stu-
dents in grades 3-8 and once 

during high school. Science 
assessment is required once 
in elementary school, once 
in middle school, and once 
in high school. Government 
is required in high school. 

“We’re seeing steady 
progress, thanks to the hard 
work of students, educators, 
and families,” Interim Com-
missioner of Education Dr. 
Stacey Preis said. “There’s 
more to do, but these results 
show upward momentum in 
classrooms across the state.” 

Among the data are some 
encouraging increases in 
student proficiency when 
compared to last year’s re-
sults. Highlights include: 

Grade 6 mathematics, 

which increased by three 
points to 48.9 percent 

Grade 8 science, which 
increased more than four 
points to 43.9 percent 

English II, which in-
creased more than five 
points to 58.4 percent; and 

Biology, which increased 
over three points to 40.6 
percent 

MAP assessments meas-
ure how well students can 
demonstrate their under-
standing of the Missouri 
Learning Standards. The re-
sults provide educators and 
families with information 
about student learning at the 
individual, school, and dis-
trict levels.

Missouri MAP Scores Reflect Steady Progress

Lady beetles, aka lady-
bugs, are among the most 
recognized beneficial in-
sects in gardens and land-
scapes. The adults and 
larvae feed on aphids and 
other soft-bodied insects, 
making them important nat-
ural enemies of common 
pests, says Tamra Reall, 
University of Missouri Ex-
tension horticulturist. 

The larval stage is espe-
cially important. Lady bee-
tle larvae – which are 
elongated and are often dark 
with orange markings -- are 
sometimes mistaken for 
pests. “In reality, they are 
active predators that can 
consume large numbers of 
aphids during devel-
opment,” says Reall. “In 
many cases, larvae contrib-
ute more to aphid control 
than adults.” 

Lady beetles are com-
monly sold for release as a 
biological control. While 
they are valuable predators, 

simply releasing them with-
out the right conditions 
rarely leads to meaningful 
control, she says. 

Most commercially avail-
able lady beetles are col-
lected from wild 
populations while overwin-
tering, often in western 
states. Once released, their 
natural instinct is to disperse 
in search of food and breed-
ing sites rather than remain 
where they are placed. 
Without suitable habitat, in-
cluding pollen sources and 
shelter, populations are un-
likely to establish or persist. 

Environmental con-
ditions and landscape diver-
sity play a key role, says 
Reall. Gardens with a vari-
ety of flowering plants can 
support beneficial insects by 
providing nectar and pollen. 
Minimizing the use of 
broad-spectrum insecticides 
also helps protect both adult 
and larval stages, she says. 

Supporting naturally oc-

curring populations of lady 
beetles and other predators 
leads to more consistent and 
sustained pest suppression. 

“Biological control 
works best when we use the 
right tool, in the right place, 
under the right conditions,” 
says Reall. 
REALL’S TIPS FOR SUCCESS 

Don’t buy and release 
adult lady beetles with 
hopes that they will stay. 

Don’t expect immediate 
aphid control after release. 

Plant small-flowered 
species like dill, alyssum or 
yarrow to provide nectar 
and pollen. 

Allow low levels of 
aphids early in the season to 
build predator populations. 

Avoid broad-spectrum in-
secticides that kill both lar-
vae and adult beneficial 
insects. 

Recognize and protect 
lady beetle larvae, which 
often consume more aphids 
than adults.

Lady Beetles, Aphids: Why Releases Often Fall Short

 PUBLIC AUCTION 

Saturday, Aug. 29 10 a.m. 
405 S. 3rd St. - Louisiana, MO 63353 
Partial Estate Sale & Moving Sale 

Washer & dryer, bird houses, butter dish, candle mold, candle 
stick telephone, cast-iron train set, clock shelf, aluminum and 
copper coffee pots, old crank wall phone, crocks, old phones, egg 
baskets, flow blue items, old water bottles, horse and buggy lamp, 
kitchen wares, Mooman dish, wooden boxes, rooster cookie jar, 
metal Santa sleigh, serving trays, sleepy eye, coffee grinder, old 
string holder, cheese box, oil lamps, STAR WARS FOOSEBALL 
TABLE. We have over 100 boxes to go through. Large Matco tool 
chest, 350 Chevy motor on engine stand, large jack stands, 
Stryker cross bow, deer heads, mounted turkey, sand blaster, lad-
ders, Master Built barbecue smoker grill, electric scooters, lot of 
hand tools Matco and other brands, yard tools, Mustang high back 
seats, and much more not listed.  

Bill Allen Auction Service 
www.billallenauctionservice.com 

Visit us at Auctionzip - ID Number 15431     573-470-6565 
 Owners & auction personnel not responsible for  

accidents, nor for items lost or stolen. Announcements 
made day of sale take precedence over any printed matter 
IF WE DO NOT KNOW YOU, WE WILL ONLY ACCEPT CASH

I am led to write this 
letter to the editor because I 
need what's in my head to 
come out and be spoken. 

As a long-time Vandalia 
resident I have taken an in-
terest in the park project and 
have listened to the proposal 
and Cami Blackman and 
Paul Ray have put a lot of 
work into this. Any question 
you have they can answer it.  

They have done their 
homework and more. If 
anyone is not familiar with 
what is going on, I suggest 
you contact someone to find 
out.  

The Vandalia City Coun-
cil will be voting on Tues-
day, Sept. 8. I say we need 
to start taking an interest in 
our town and stop talking 
about it and do it. When did 
we become so afraid of 
change or stepping out?  

My personal feeling at 
this point is that those who 
are going to vote against  it , 
I would very much like to 
know  the reasoning behind 
your vote. I can tell you that 
many of the reasons that 
may be presented can be de-
bated and troubleshooted to 
the point where we may feel 
we had a voice. this is not a 
casual project.  

This is one that will bene-
fit Vandalia from now on. 
Railroad Park is the hub of 
town right now and as many 
events are held there it is 
surely obvious that there 
needs to be work. I ask that 
anyone who would like this 
project to become a reality 
come to the Lange building 

on Park Street at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 8.  

We need all the support 
we can gather because it 
will take the village to be 
heard.  

Any questions, Cami 
Blaclman or Paul Ray 
would be more than happy 
to speak with you . To ob-
tain the info to contact them 
call city hall, 573-594-6186.  

A town is made of of 
many people and it is time 
that we act like we are small 
town proud. Come show 
your support that evening. It 
is important enough that I 
am writing. if you know me, 
I do not take things lightly, 
you have a voice now use it.  

 
Thank you,  

Marilyn Schlueter

Letter To The Editor

K OF C  
FISH FRY 

Friday, Aug. 27 
4-7:30 p.m. 

SETON HALL LOUISIANA 
Dine-In Only 

\

Snacks Given To Ambulance Base 
On Friday, Aug. 21, the Susanna Randolph Chapter, Daughters of the American 

Revolution presented a bag of snacks to the Van-Far Ambulance base. Pictured, 
from left: Brandon Osborn and Samantha Day from the base and Ann Carter and 
Ruth Miller from the DAR Chapter. 

Submitted by Joy Davis

NE DAR District Meeting 
The Missouri State Society Daughters of the American Revolution held the 

Northeast District meeting on Friday, August 21, at the Madison Community 
Center. Four members of the Susanna Randolph Chapter in Vandalia attended 
that meeting. The Susanna Randolph Chapter is the largest chapter in the North-
east District with 74 members and meets at the Vandalia Area Historical Society 
Genealogy Center on the first Thursday of September through the following May 
at 6:30 p.m. Pictured left to right are Chapter Vice Regent Ruth Miller, Chapter 
Regent Leslie Fowler, Chapter Treasurer Joy Davis and Chapter Parliamentarian 
Ann Carter. 

Submitted by Joy Davis



 
Oliver ‘Bud’ 
Perkins III 

Oliver “Bud” Perkins III, 
61, of Bowling Green sadly 
died Friday, July 3, 2026, 
after a lengthy battle with 
cancer.  

Oliver was born to Jerry 
and Oliver Perkins on March 
16, 1965, in Louisiana. 

Bud worked for MODOT 
for 22 years and one month 
(he always had to add that 
one month in there – can’t 
forget that).  

He enjoyed fishing, shoot-
ing, and being outdoors. Bud 
was always up for good bar-
becue or fish fry. He had a 
love for classic cars; he also 
collected novelty knives. 
Bud didn’t really like to 
drive and would always say 
“I do enough of that at work” 
but was always ready for a 
good old road trip. Bud was 
definitely a fighter; he beat 
cancer three times. 

Bud was known for being 
a caring, loving uncle, father 
figure, brother, son, and 
friend. He would help 
anyone. He will be deeply 
missed by everyone who 
knew him.  

Bud had a favorite saying; 
“I just haven’t got that far 
yet”!  

He is survived by his 
mother, Jerry Perkins; 
sisters, Debbie Edwards and 
Liz Hubble; a brother, Lee 
Perkins; stepchildren, Brax-
ton Smallwood and Raiyden 
Smallwood; along with 
many nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.  

He was preceded in death 
by father, Oliver Perkins; a 
brother, David Perkins; and 
brothers-in-law, Terry Ed-
wards and Bruce Hubble.  

Cremation rites were han-
dled by Bibb-Veach Funeral 
Homes and Crematory of 
Bowling Green. 

Donald  
Alexander  
Burkemper 

 A memorial Mass and full 
military honors for Donald 
Alexander Burkemper of 
Clarksville will be at 10 
a.m., Friday at Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church 
near Old Monroe. Fr. Tim 
Cook will officiate.  Private 
inurnment will be held at a 
later date in Greenwood 
Cemetery in Clarksville.  

Don, 77, was born Dec. 9, 
1948 in St. Charles, the son 
of Victor Henry and Esther 
Marie Wilke Burkemper. 
Don served his country in 
the United States Army, 
serving in Vietnam from 
1968-69. He was united in 
marriage on Jan. 21, 1978 at 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church to Jean 
Marie Jungermann. This 
union was blessed with two 
children, Amanda and Ted. 
Don was a lifelong farmer of 
soybeans and corn, and al-
ways had a herd of cattle. He 
was a member of Mary 
Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church in Clarksville. 

Don’s grandchildren were 
the center of his world. He 
was a longtime member of 
American Legion Post #420 
in Old Monroe, where he 
previously served on the fir-
ing squad for the Missouri 
Funeral Honors Program. He 
also served on the MFA 
Board. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Victor and 
Esther Burkemper; his par-
ents-in-law, Robert and 
Grace Jungermann; one 
brother, Bob Burkemper; 
one sister-in-law, Linda Bur-
kemper; one nephew, Scott 
Burkemper; and one grand-
daughter, Lillian Hemphill. 

Survivors include his wife 
of nearly 48 years, Jean Bur-

kemper of Clarksville; their 
children, Amanda Hemphill 
and husband, Luke of 
Clarksville, and Ted Bur-
kemper and wife, Kirsten of 
Eolia; five grandchildren, 
Blake and Lauren Hemphill, 
and Olivia, Abigail and Ella 
Burkemper. Don leaves one 
brother, Gene Burkemper 
and wife, Terry of Elsberry; 
a brother-in-law, Ken Lang-
ley and wife, Janis of Lang-
ley, Okla.; sister-in-law, 
Mary Jo and husband, Dick 
of O’Fallon; sister-in-law, 
Nancy Schlesinger and 
friend, Gary Mudd of Silex; 
sister-in-law, Shirley and 
husband, Karl of Winfield; a 
brother-in-law, Rob and 
wife, JoAnn of Moscow 
Mills; a brother-in-law, Jim 
of Troy; many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends. 

Memorials may be made 
to American Legion Post 
#420, Pike County Home 
Health and Hospice or 
Masses, c/o Carter-Ricks Fu-
neral Home, 107 South 5th 
Street; Elsberry, MO 63343. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.carterricks-
funeralhome.com. 

Levi Wesley 
Dennis Jr. 

Levi Wesley Dennis Jr., 
87, of Clarksville died Sat-
urday, Aug. 15, 2026 at 
Luther Manor in Hannibal. 

Funeral services were at 2 
p.m., Saturday at Collier Fu-
neral Home in Louisiana. 
Burial was at Greenwood 
Cemetery near Clarksville. 

Visitation was from 1 
p.m., until time of services 
Saturday at the funeral 
home.  

He was born Oct. 18, 
1938 in Mt. Sterling, Ill., to 
Levi Wesley Dennis Sr. and 
Esther Addaline Surratt Den-
nis.  

He is survived by a 
daughter, Christal Dennis of 
Clarksville; a sister, Lori 
Engle; nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.  

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife, Ber-
nita Dennis, a sister, Lillian 
Hughes, and by an infant 
son, Timmie Earl Dennis.  

He was a truck driver for 
most of his life, working at 
Transwood Inc., in Clarks-
ville, retiring in 2004. He 
loved making music, sing-
ing, and playing guitar.  

Pallbearers were Jonathan 
Waters, Robert Hess, Jackie 
Royer, Bob Hughes, Mike 
Engle Jr., and Hunter Little.  

Memorials can be made to 
the family, c/o the funeral 
home. 

Patricia ‘Patty’ 
Ann Dixon 
Ruby 

Patricia “Patty” Ann 
Dixon Ruby, 61, of Louisi-
ana died Wednesday, Aug. 
12, 2026. 

She was born May 17, 
1965 in Columbia to Robert 
William and Donna Jean 
Cluster Dixon.  

Patty was a graduate of 
Mark Twin High School 
with the class of 1983. She 
mostly enjoyed spending 
time with her family and 
friends, especially her grand-
children. She also had a dog, 
Sassy Jo, whom she loved 
very much.  

She is survived by a 
daughter, Anna Marie Ruby 
of Eunice, La.; one sister, 
Regina Arnaud and husband 
David of Eunice, La.; two 
brothers, Robert Dixon of 
Eunice, La., and Gary Dixon 
of Wellsville, La.; a nephew, 
Robert James Dixon of Eu-
nice, La.; nieces, Kaci Ar-
naud Hollier and husband 
Brandon of Eunice, La., Ash-
ley Arnaud Miller and hus-
band, Rusty of Eunice, La., 

Christina Burch Brower of 
Cairo, and Bille Ann Sta-
tham of Kent, Ohio; and 
grandchildren, Kiley Mi-
chelle Burch of Louisiana, 
Tiffany Ann Smith of Bowl-
ing Green, Caleb McCarty of 
Warrenton, Maliah McCarty 
of New Florence, and Taven 
and Christopher Lewis of 
Martinsburg. 

Patty is preceded in death 
by her parents, maternal 
grandparents, Wilbur and 
Abbie Rose Moore Cluster, 
paternal grandparents, Paul 
and Liona Dixon, an uncle, 
Bobby Schofiled and wife, 
Carol Cluster Schofield, a 
son, Kyle DeWayne Ruby, 
and a sister, Sherry Elaine 
Dixon Statham. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is in charge of cre-
mation rites. 

A Celebration of Life will 
be announced at a later date. 

Katherine 
‘Kathy’  
Lamberson 

Katherine "Kathy" Pearl 
Lamberson, 61, of Vandalia 
died peacefully at her home 
Monday, Aug. 17, 2026, sur-
rounded by her loving 
family. 

Born Nov. 15, 1964, in 
Hannibal, Kathy was the 
daughter of Guy Edward and 
Donna DeGraffenreid Mar-
shall. She graduated from 
Van-Far High School and 
went on to build a life cen-
tered on faith, family, kind-
ness, and caring for others. 

Kathy met the love of her 
life, Paul Lamberson, and 
they were united in marriage 
Dec. 1, 1990, in their home 
in Vandalia. 

Kathy was known for her 
sweet and gentle spirit, al-
ways showing kindness to 
everyone she met. She had a 
special gift for caregiving, 
which was evident in her 
work at PCADD and later in 
the loving care she gave her 
mother at home. After rais-
ing her children, Kathy 
worked at Alco, County 
Market, Green’s Supply, and 
Soft Surroundings. 

She found joy in life's 
simple and beautiful mo-
ments. Kathy had a beautiful 
voice and loved playing gui-
tar alongside her brothers 
when they gathered together. 
She also cherished singing at 
church. She loved being out-
doors, growing beautiful 
plants and flowers, and 
spending time fishing and 
camping. More than any-
thing, she treasured time 
with her grandchildren. One 
of her favorite pastimes was 
riding all kinds of bikes with 
her husband, Paul. 

Kathy's faith was a guid-
ing light throughout her life, 
and though she will be 
deeply and forever missed, 
her family finds comfort in 
the assurance that, through 
that faith, they will meet 
again. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Guy Edward 
and Donna Marshall; and 
two brothers, Bennie Mar-
shall and Bo Marshall. 

 
She is survived by her 

husband, Paul Lamberson of 
Vandalia; four daughters, 
Aleecia Dillon and husband, 
Mike of Eolia, Janice 
Schoneboom of Vandalia, 
Bethany Shores and hus-
band, Eric of Shelbina, and 
Summer Kuntz and husband, 
Dustin of Jasper, Ga.; two 
brothers, David Marshall and 
wife, Debbie and Timothy 
Marshall and wife, Sara; 
three sisters, Judy Francis 
and husband, Rick, Patty 
Stathem and husband, Jeff, 
and Donna McCune and hus-
band, Greg; grandchildren, 
Joseph, Layla, Austin, Gen-
esis, Hailee, Levon James, 
Dominic, Paul, Eli, Wyatt, 
and Westin; and many 
nieces, nephews, other rel-
atives, and dear friends. 

The family will hold a pri-
vate Celebration of Life at a 
later date. 

 
Memorials may be made 

to the American Lung Asso-
ciation-Cancer Research, c/o 
the funeral home. 

 

Ronald Eugene 
Ball 

Ronald Eugene Ball, 80, 
of Farber died Friday, Aug. 
21, 2026 at Hannibal Re-
gional Hospital surrounded 
by his loving family. 

He was born March 9, 
1946, in Mexico, the son of 
Robert L. and Nadine E. 
Williams Ball. He was 
united in marriage to Caro-
lyn Love on Dec. 2, 1967 in 
Vandalia. She survives. 

Other survivors include 
two sons, Darryl Ball and 
David Ball of Farber; one 
grandson, Brandon Ball of 
Columbia; a sister, Jo Beth 
Schlemmer and husband, 
John of Laddonia; two 
sisters-in-law, Gladys Ball of 
Farber and Cathy Duhon of 
Hankamer, Texas; along with 
many cousins, nieces, 
nephews, and friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and one 
brother, Bobbie L. Ball. 

Ronald was a lifetime 
area resident and 1964 grad-
uate of Van-Far High School. 
Throughout his working 
years, Ronald was employed 
by C.E. Refractories, 
Charleswood Furniture in 
High Hill, the Laddonia-
Farber Road Districts, and 
the Van-Far School District 
as a bus driver. He also spent 
more than 50 summers trim-
ming evergreens. 

Ronald enjoyed deer 
hunting, caring for his pet 
parrots, mowing, and work-
ing in his garden. He was a 
member of Farber Presbyte-
rian Church. 

Memorial services are 
pending at this time. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Van-Far 
Fire Protection District and 
mailed c/o Bienhoff Funeral 
Home P.O. Box 54 Vandalia, 
MO 63382. 

Patricia ‘Patty’ 
Louise  
Worthington 

Patricia “Patty” Louise 
Worthington, 67, of Mexico 
died peacefully Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, 2026 surrounded by 
her loved ones. 

A celebration of life will 

be held Saturday from 12-4 
p.m., at the Mexico VFW 
hall. A potluck-style lunch 
with pulled pork and hot 
dogs. Everyone can feel free 
to bring a side dish. 

She has survived by her 
three children, Maryam Al-
kurdi, Brittany Baker and 
husband, Michael, and 
Aaron Keltner and wife, 
Jade. Also her six wonder-
fully love grandchildren, 
Aimee, Maci, Parker, Sadie, 
Carlee, and Bayne. Also sur-
viving are a sister-in-law, 
Emily Worthington; as well 
as numerous nieces, 
nephews cousins, and other 
loved ones. 

Patty was born July 10, 
1959 in the Frankford area to 
Clarence and Lucille Wor-
thington. After graduating 
from high school, Patty 
worked as a hairdresser be-
fore eventually retiring. In 
retirement she cherish noth-
ing more than spending as 
much time as possible with 
her grandbabies, who were 
truly the light of her life. 

Patty was known for her 
strong and stubborn person-
ality, her competitive spirit at 
the card table and her unwa-
vering love for her Kansas 
City Chiefs. She was also a 
devoted NASCAR fan and 
never missed an opportunity 
to cheer on her favorites, but 
above all Patty was known 
for her unconditional love 
she had for all of her babies. 
Her family was her greatest 
joy, and she made sure they 
always knew just how 
deeply they were loved. 

Patty leaves behind a life-
time of memories, laughter, 
stubborn, determination, and 
most of all love her family 
will forever carry her mem-
ory in their hearts and cher-
ish the love she gave so 
freely to each of them. She 
will be deeply missed and 
forever loved. 
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MCCOY-BLOSSOM  
FUNERAL HOMES  

& CREMATORY 

Bowling Green 
MODERN FACILITIES  

AT AFFORDABLE COSTS 
- COMPARE PRICES 

SIMPLE CREMATION OR 
TRADITIONAL -  

CARING, FRIENDLY 
STAFF 

1-573-213-5110 or 1-636-528-8244           

We Welcome 
Your Local News

Missouri State Fair Best 
of Missouri Sale raises more 
than $113,000 for Youth in 
Agriculture 

The Missouri State Fair 
celebrated youth in agricul-
ture on Saturday, Aug. 22. 
The Best of Missouri 
Awards and Sale was a high-
light of the Fair. This sale 
raised more than $113,000 
for Youth in Agriculture. 

The Grand Champion 
Youth Bacon was exhibited 
by Madelynn Charlton of 
Bowling Green. Madelynn 
is the daughter of Kenneth 
and Kimberly Charlton and 
is a member of the Peppy 
Circle 4-H Club. Her bacon 
sold for $7,600 and was pur-
chased by Missouri Soybean 
Merchandising Council 
Brought to You by the Mis-
souri Soybean Farmers and 
Their Checkoff, and Mike 
Deering for Senate, along 
with Youth in Agriculture 
and hometown supporters. 

 Chuck Miller, superin-
tendent of the sale of cham-
pions and co-chairman of 
the Youth in Agriculture 
Committee, along with Rod-
ney Heimer, co-chairman, 
offered appreciation to all 
buyers, Youth in Agriculture 
sponsors and hometown 
supporters. The Best of Mis-
souri Sale and the Sale of 
Champions raised more than 
$385,000 for youth exhib-
itors and youth involved in 
agriculture across Missouri. 
A listing of the 2025 Youth 
in Agriculture sponsors is 
available on the Fair’s web-
site. A listing of the 2026 
sponsors will be posted 
soon. Anyone interested in 
becoming a Sponsor or 
Hometown Supporter can 
visit the Fair’s website by 
the end of August to make 
an online donation. To re-
ceive more information 
about sponsorship, contact 
Chuck Miller at 573-881-
3589, Rodney Heimer 

Best Of MO Sale 
Raises Over 

$113,000





Winners in the 0-3 month boy's category (l-r): first, Emerson Lafave, son of 
Kassie Lafave of Clarksville; second, Dean Meyer-Mowen, son of Kayla Taylor of 
Bowling Green; third, Joseph Dennis, son of Elizabeth Dennis of Middletown.  

Winners in the 0-3 month girl’s category (l-r): first, Skylar Henderson, daughter 
of Dylan & Vey Henderson of Bowling Green; first, Della Dietz, daughter of Baylee 
Dietz of Clarksville. 

Winners in the 4-6  month girl’s category (l-r): first, Dottie Dempsey, daughter 
of Jackson & Savana Dempsey of Troy; second, Nessiana Dodd, daughter of 
Lacey Dodd of Clarksville; third, Rylan Starks, daughter of Alyssa Starks of Lou-
isiana; third, Callie Bird, daughter of Dylan & Ryleigh Bird of Bowling Green. 

Winners in the 4-6 month boy’s category (l-r): first, Waylon Spegal, son of Mi-
chael & Desiree Spegal of Bowling Green; second, Hayden Reed, son of Steve & 
Alyssa Reed of Curryville; third, Noah Grossmann, son of Conner & Katie Gross-
mann of Perry; third, Lincoln Calfee, son of Ayden and Zoey Calfee of Louisiana.  

Winners in the 7-12 month boy's category (l-r): first, Amara Bryant, Weston Bur-
leson, son of Anthony & Tabitha Burleson of Curryville; second, Palmer Krum-
wiede, son of Nate & Molly Krumwiede of Bowling Green; third, Rhett Rule, son 
of Lane & Gracey Rule of Louisiana.  

Winners in the 13-24 month boy’s category (l-r): first, Wesley Reed, son of 
Steve & Alyssa Reed of Curryville; second, Rowan Robb, son of Blake & Kindell 
Robb of Louisiana; third, Lewis Kriss, son of Brandon & Trisha Kriss of Bowling 
Green (not pictured).

Winners in the 13-24 month girl’s category (l-r): first, Charlotte Teasley, daugh-
ter of Payton & Paige Teasley of Bowling Green; second, Gabriella Sorensen, 
daughter of Clayton Sorenson & Michelle Scherder Sorensen of Bowling Green; 
third, Emarie Ostrander, daughter of Jazlyn Ostrander of Louisiana.  

Winners in the 25-36 month boy’s category (l-r): first, Remington Johnson, son 
of Daylyn Johnson of Eolia. 

Winners in the 25-36 month girl’s category (l-r): first, Amara Spegal, daughter 
of Michael & Desiree Spegal of Bowling Green; second, Joelle Bryant, daughter 
of Justin Bryant & Bethany Nulsen of Bowling Green; third, Magnolia McGuire, 
daughter of Kayle McGuire of Clarksville.

Winners in the 7-12 month girl’s category (l-r): first, Willow Allen, daughter of 
Jade Stevens of Louisiana; second, Ellee Chandler, daughter of Jazlyn Ostrander 
of Louisiana; third, Kalani McPherson, daughter of Danielle McPherson of Loui-
siana.

Pike County Fair Baby Show Results  
TRIB PHOTOS BY KIMBERLY CHANDLER



GARAGE SALE  
Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Saturday, 8 a.m.-2 
p.m., 17372 Hwy. NN, 
B.G. High chairs, 
power washer, clothes 
& lots more. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. Call 
for info 573-249-3333, 
m a r k t w a i n m o b i l e -
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
G r e g S . C D H @ o u t -
look.com.  

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. (tf) 

MODERN MATUR-
ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224.  

MO FIREARMS CO. 
Inventory closeout. 
Firearms $10 over 
cost. Everything else 
10% off. 573-470-9111. 

 

R E F U R N I S H E D 
COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light truck, 
$15 & up. Vandalia 
Firestone & Appliance, 
594-6624.  

 NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible 
for injuries or acci-
dents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property.  

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside house clean-
ing, soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Louisi-
ana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 

GEEKY HILLBILLY 
COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164. 
(tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic 
pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

 
BROWN’S SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 
auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Louisi-
ana, 754-5812. (tf) 

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great 
personal gifts. 217-
656-3654 annahcx-
@gmail.com. (tf) 
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GARAGE SALE NO HUNTING

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$51,850

Stock #T6144B - 2025 Chevrolet Silv erado 
1500 Custom Trail Boss,  
Interior Color Jet Black,  

Exterior Color Black,   
3,358 Miles, 4-Wheel Drive, Auto

Poage Ford

MOBILE HOME

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

SERVICES JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

FOR RENT

NO HUNTING

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

HELP WANTED 
The Agape House of Vandalia is 

seeking a house manager from 5 p.m., 
Thursday-10 a.m., Sunday every week. 

Salaried position with several benefits 
available. 

Please call Rich Duffner 573-721-
0582.

SERVICES

PUT OUR 
CLASSIFIEDS 

TO  
WORK  
FOR  
YOU

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

1 bedroom 1-2 people 
Rent includes utilities - Range,  

Refrigerator, AC, Washer & Dryer  
On Site Maintenance-Free 

Credit & Background Check Required 
Rent is income based

Heritage Apartments In 
Farber  

401 Trabue Dr. - Farber 
Call 573-324-8777 or 573-721-7503

EARLY DEADLINE THURSDAY,  
AUG. 27 @ 10 A.M.

FOR SALE
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Recent reports have high-
lighted how rising grocery 
prices are forcing families to cut 
back on fresh fruit and vege-
tables. However, new research 
suggests that households are 
buying less animal protein, in-
stead switching to plant-based 
sources, cheaper alternatives or 
serving smaller portions. 

That is according to a survey 
of 3,042 households commis-
sioned by MarketBeat, a finan-
cial media company, which 
found that 62 percent have low-
ered the amount or type of 
meat, seafood or dairy they pur-

chase because of rising grocery 
prices over the past 12 months. 
This means that 1,555,103 Mis-
souri households are cutting 
protein.  

Animal protein sits at the 
center of both the household 
grocery budget and the wider 
consumer economy. Meat and 
seafood are among the more ex-
pensive essentials Americans 
purchase each week, meaning 
they are often among the first 
items to be swapped, stretched, 
downgraded or reduced when 
prices rise. 

Beef Is Taking The 

Biggest Hit 
Beef is by far the protein 

source that Missouri house-
holds have cut back on the 
most. 

Among respondents, 43 per-
cent identified beef as the main 
protein they had reduced, com-
pared with 10 percent who se-
lected fish or seafood and 8 
percent who named chicken or 
turkey, followed by pork at 8 
percent and dairy at 7 percent.  
The findings suggest that 

households are not abandoning 
animal protein altogether but 
are becoming more selective, 
particularly with higher-priced 
products such as beef and sea-
food. 

Nearly half of respondents 
(47 percent) said their house-
hold had replaced beef with a 
vegetarian protein source, such 
as beans or lentils, because of 
price increases. 

Meat-Free Meals Are 
Becoming A Money-Savings Strategy 

Serving meals without meat or 
fish has become a regular cost-sav-
ing measure for many households in 
the Show-Me State. 

More than half of respon-
dents (51 percent) said their 
household now serves a meal 
without meat or fish at least 
twice a week, specifically to 
save money. This includes 10 
percent who do so every day, 13 
percent who serve meat-free or 
fish-free meals four to six times 
per week and 28 percent who 

do so two or three times per 
week. 

A further 16 percent serve 
such a meal once per week, 
while 11 percent do so less 
frequently. Only 22 percent said 
they never serve a meal without 
meat or fish specifically for fi-
nancial reasons. 

The results suggest that what 
may once have been an occa-
sional dietary choice is increas-
ingly becoming a routine 
budgeting strategy. 

MO Families Shrink Protein Portions, Serve More Meat-Free Meals
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