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Special Meeting Set For Vote On 
Vandalia Railroad Park Agreement

The Vandalia City Coun-
cil will hold a special meet-
ing to consider an 
agreement that could deter-
mine the next step for the 
proposed Railroad Park ren-
ovation project. 

At its Tuesday, Sept. 8 
meeting, the Board of Al-
dermen voted to schedule 
the special meeting to allow 
City Attorney Amy Rost to 
review the Rual Morris 
Charitable Foundation’s 
$500,000 award letter to the 
Vandalia Area Historical So-
ciety and the requirements 
associated with the funding. 

IMPORTANT  
LOCATION CHANGE 

 The special meeting will 
be held at the Modern Ma-
turity Building, 104 E. Joe 
St., at 5:30 p.m., Wednes-
day, Sept. 16. 

The sole item on the spe-
cial meeting agenda is con-
sideration of a 
lease/easement agreement 
between the City of Van-
dalia and the Vandalia Area 
Historical Society for the 
Railroad Park project. 

The agreement is being 
considered in response to 
conditions attached to the 
Rual Morris Charitable 
Foundation’s $500,000 
award for the proposed 
downtown park renovation. 

According to the founda-
tion’s award letter, four pri-
mary conditions must be 
satisfied before payments 
from the foundation can 
begin. 

The Vandalia Area His-
torical Society must first be 
granted a property interest 
in the park that continues 

until after the foundation’s 
final installment is made. 
The foundation’s funding is 
structured over a 10-year 
period. 

In addition, the total 
funding necessary to com-
plete the project must be 
fully secured. The park offi-
cially be renamed Rual 
Morris Park, and physical 
construction on the renova-
tion project must have offi-
cially commenced before 
payments from the founda-
tion begin. 

 
Members of the public 

are encouraged to attend the 
meeting and may voice their 
support for the Railroad 
Park renovation project to 
members of the Board of 
Aldermen before the board 
votes.
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‘Swung Into Eternity’ 
Murderer Offers Revelations Before Hanging 

BY BRENT ENGEL 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Following is the second part in a 
story series by contributing writer 
Brent Engel. 

Condemned murderer Samuel 
Wesley Collins might have gone to 
the gallows silently had it not been 
for an enterprising reporter. 

Although it isn’t clear how, an 
unnamed Louisiana Journal writer 
scored a cell house interview with 
Collins, who was convicted after 
three trials of first degree   murder in 
the shooting death of Curryville 
farmer Owen Utterback on Sept. 24, 
1883. 

After spending time in the jail at 
Mexico, Troy and St. Charles, Col-
lins was moved back to Pike County 
for the scheduled hanging. The paper 
dispelled rumors that the killer was 
mentally unstable. 

“He has as much sense as the or-
dinary run of people,” it said. “He 
convenes readily and is never at a 
loss for a word to express himself.” 

There was no guard in the cell, 
which left the two men free to talk at 
will. 

“Collins would prove a study to 
any physiognomist,” the Journal said. 
“His face denotes determination, 
even unto stubbornness. There is 
nothing cunning nor crafty in his ap-
pearance. He looks like a man with a 
terrible temper, and one with whom 
it would be unsafe to provoke a quar-
rel.” 

As the interview went on, Collins 
said he didn’t mind being asked ques-
tions, but added he might not answer 
all of them. Despite failed attempts, 
he still held out hope for a stay of ex-
ecution. 

“I realize my position fully and 
am prepared to die, but have not 
given up all hope,” he said. A Pres-
byterian, Collins said his faith in God 
had been “a great consolation,” but 
acknowledged he “didn’t live up to” 
the church’s teachings. 

Collins called himself a “peace-
able man” who took an occasional 
drink, but was “never drunk in my 
life.” His wife had been “very faith-
ful to me” and his appetite was 
“splendid.” The Journal kept pushing 
for a reason behind the shooting. All 
Collins would say was that Utterback 
had “attempted to short me” and had 
“threatened to shoot me a number of 
times.” 

“Do you regret shooting Utter-
back?” the reporter asked. 

“I do, and have regretted it ever 
since the deed was committed,” came 
the reply. 

“If you had to do it all over again, 
would you do the same thing?” 

“I certainly would not. I would 
leave the state, though, to avoid it. I 
was almost wild a year before the act 
was committed.” 

Collins declined to walk through 
his actions on the day of the murder. 
Though the evidence seemingly 
proved otherwise, the defendant still 
claimed he “didn’t go out to shoot” 
Utterback. The convict said he had 
not hated the victim and had a “feel-
ing of pity toward him.” 

An opponent of capital punish-
ment, Collins said he would have 
rather been sentenced to life in prison 
with the possibility of parole. 

“While there’s life, there’s hope, 
you know?” 

Collins had no plans to harm him-

self. “I think too much of the hereaf-
ter to commit suicide,” he said. “If I 
die, I shall die by hanging.” 

As with many guilty men, Collins 
had a persecution complex and 
claimed newspapers “have never 
treated me right. I thought once I 
would publish a statement, but I have 
decided not to do it.” 

Collins also believed he would 
have been better off if he was higher 
on the social ladder, and that though 
he may not have been the smartest of 
men, time spent “reading and talking 
to so many people (since the arrest) 
has taught me a great deal.” 

“If I had money, I never would 
have been in jail,” he added. 

An eight-foot-square, 16-foot-tall 
scaffold with a trap door was erected 
at Spring Hollow just east of Bowl-
ing Green. 

“The road leads through a ravine 
and the surrounding country is ro-
mantic and picturesque,” the Journal 
wrote. “A beautiful spring of water is 
near one part of the road and as the 
condemned man takes his ride to-
ward death, he can look out for the 
last time on nature, catch sight of the 
sparkling rill and hear the plaintive 
notes of some wild bird.” 

The paper noted Collins was 
“cheerful and talkative” the night be-
fore the execution. Just before going 
to bed at 11 p.m., he could be heard 
singing “Those Two Orphans” and 
“Old Love Letters.” The first was 
“evidently suggested to him by the 
thought of his two children,” the 
Journal said. 

A little after five the next morn-
ing, Collins awoke and spent time 
praying. At 6:30, he was served a last 
meal — a biscuit, a piece of liver, po-
tatoes and coffee – then smoked a 
cigar. 

At nine, he met with the Rev. W.J. 
Patrick and the Rev. R.W. McMaster, 
who came to the cell and “admin-
istered spiritual comfort,” according 
to the Journal. The pastors would be 
with their charge until the end. 

The condemned man was left in 
silence for a few moments. The 
“thoughts that passed through his 
mind during that time no one but the 
Searcher of hearts can tell,” the Pike 
County Chronicle reported. 

Pike County Sheriff John Fielder 
read the execution warrant at 9:40 
and at 10, Collins was escorted from 
the cell. 

“On the way to the carriage, he 
met several ladies who had sent him 
flowers and been kind to him, and 
told them good-bye,” the Journal 
said. “He asked to see the prisoners 
in the jail with whom he had associ-
ated and on being granted the privi-
lege, called out in a cheery voice 
‘Good-bye, boys, take care of your-
selves.’” 

The crowd that amassed at Spring 
Hollow was larger than many had 
seen. The Chronicle said hucksters 
were selling photos of Collins, whose 
“unfortunate condition, agony and 
tortures are thus made an article of 
profit.”   

The carriage arrived at 10:10 and 
Collins slowly climbed the stairs to 
the top of the scaffold accompanied 
by Fielder, two deputies and the two 
pastors. Utterback’s widow was 
seated nearby. The rope had been 
used for two previous hangings, and 
came from the sheriff of Lincoln 
County. 

A coffin provided by the county 
was put under the scaffold “to await 
a corpse that yet loved life, enjoyed 
good health and could see, hear, talk 
and move” as the crowd did, accord-
ing to the Chronicle. 

“Collins stopped on the trap door 
and the rope from the beam above 
just touched his face,” the Journal 
said. “He was attired in a black coat, 
dark pants and white cotton gloves. 
He was calm and self-possessed and 
seemed the least affected of any man 
on the platform.” 

Collins listened intently as Pat-
rick read from the 15th chapter of 
Luke, which contains the parables of 
the lost sheep and prodigal son. 
McMaster offered a prayer before 
Collins stepped forward to address 
the silent onlookers. 

“No doubt many of you think my 
fate a hard one, but you are traveling 
a worse fate than I am, and I hope 
you will repent in time,” he said. 

Many in the crowd, including 
some men, wept as Collins stepped 
back onto the trap door. The deputies 
pinned his arms and legs, and Fielder 
stepped up. 

“May the Lord have mercy on 
your soul,” the sheriff said just before 
releasing the trap door. 

“Like a flash the lever was 
thrown, Collins shot through the trap 
and a dull, sickening thud followed,” 
the Journal reported. “He drew up his 
shoulders twice and the convulsive 
heaving of his breast was terrible. 
This ended almost immediately, ho-
wever, and he died an easy death.” 

“Never, perhaps, was a man 
hanged who showed a better, 
stronger nerve and determination to 
meet his fate manly than he,” the 
Mexico Ledger added. 

Six doctors pronounced Collins 
dead at 10:25 a.m. — 10 minutes 
after the trap door was released. The 
body was lowered and the black cap 
removed. 

“The face was livid, but showed 
no signs of pain,” the Journal said. 
“The imprint of the rope could be 
seen under the chin and ears, where 
it had cut in and bruised the flesh. 
Aside from the above, and a slight 
falling of the lip, the face looked as 
natural as when Collins had stood on 
the platform a short time before, the 
picture of strength and health.” 

Authorities had trouble restrain-
ing the crowd as it surged forward for 
a closer look. 

“People who never saw a hanging 
before never want to see another 
one,” the Journal  pointed out. 

The body was put in the coffin 
and turned over to F.F. Collins, the 
killer’s father. Burial was in Dillon 
Cemetery southeast of Middletown, 
not far from Utterback’s grave. Mrs. 
Utterback died at age 73 on April 2, 
1928. Records for Mrs. Collins and 
her two children could not be found. 

The last thing Collins wrote was 
in a Bible,” the Journal said. “He in-
scribed on the fly-leaf ‘To my wife, 
Missouri Edith Collins, hoping she 
will read it as I have done.’” 

“Thus ends the chapter in this ter-
rible homicide which has resulted in 
the death of two human beings, 
caused two women to lose their life 
partners and their children to become 
fatherless,” the paper concluded. 

The Chronicle was more blunt. 
“But who will say that his crime 

is expiated?” it asked. “Can a murder 
be undone? Does suffering the death 
penalty square the account? No one 
but the Omniscient Judge can tell. 
Man cannot. But enough of that.” 

While the papers got the last 
word, Collins addressed their readers 
just before he died. 

“Goodbye to all, hoping to meet 
you all in heaven.” 

 
A headline in the Pike County 

Chronicle on Sept. 4, 1885. It in-
cludes the phrase “Launched  into 
eternity.”

48th Annual Applefest Is Oct. 10-11
The Clarksville Com-

munity Chamber of Com-
merce is pleased to 
announce the 48th Annual 
Applefest will be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 10 and Sunday, 
Oct. 11, at the Raintree Arts 
Council Apple Shed on 
Highway 79 in Clarksville, 
Missouri from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. 

On Saturday, Applefest 
kicks off at 10 a.m., with the 
Applefest parade that runs 
from South of the Apple 
Shed, North on Hwy. 79 and 
then East on Howard Street 
to the railroad tracks. To 
take part in the parade, con-
tact the Chamber via email 
at clarksvillecommunity-
chamber@gmail.com. 

Immediately after the 
parade, area marching bands 

will perform a concert 
downtown. All area school 
bands are invited to be in the 
parade and will receive a 
participation donation to 
their respective booster or-
ganizations.  

Inside the historic Apple 
Shed visitors will find 62 
hand-made craft vendors, 
antique vendors, and food 
vendors. More food vendors 
can be found outside of the 
Apple Shed. Eagle View 
Park just one block North 
will host tent vendors. Ven-
dor set up times are Friday, 
Oct. 9 from 1-4 p.m., and 
Saturday 8:15-9:30 
a.m. Doors open to the pub-
lic at 10 a.m., both days. 
Contact the Clarksville 
Community Chamber of 
Commerce for craft and 

food vendor applications. 
During the Applefest the 

Army Corp of Engineers 
will be hosting guided tours 
of Lock and Dam 24. This is 
a great opportunity to see a 
lock and dam up close. On 
this weekend, businesses 
and residents have sales or 
set up booths to sell their 
wares. Drive around town 
and enjoy the beauty of 
Clarksville.  

The Clarksville Com-
munity Chamber of Com-
merce has been hosting the 
Clarksville Applefest since 
1978. The chamber serves 
the entire Clarksville com-
munity by promoting busi-
ness, and tourism. To join 
the Clarksville chamber, 
reach out to Joanna Brock or 
any chamber member.  

 A headline in the Pike County Chronicle on Sept. 4, 1885. It includes the 
phrase “Launched  into eternity.” 

Me, Oh, My  
MeMe’s Pantry in Bowling Green celebrated its 35th anniversary Wednesday 

by offering customers a free meal of pork burgers, hot dogs, chips and cake. 
Joyce Spegal opened the popular restaurant with her daughter, Pam Kottwitz, 
and her daughter-in-law, Jamie Spegal, with a line out the door at 104 S. Court 
Street on Sept. 9, 1991. Pictured serving cake, from left, are Jamie Spegal, Pam 
Kottwitz, Lilly Hughes and Joyce Spegal.  

Photo by Brent Engel

Community State Bank Donates 
Community State Bank of Missouri is proud to partner with the Federal Home 

Loan Bank of Des Moines to provide $10,000 in rental-assistance funding to Ruth 
Jensen Village Residential Services. These funds will remain right here in Pike 
County, helping local individuals and families in need. We are grateful for the op-
portunity to invest in our community and make a meaningful difference close to 
home. Pictured, from left: Earl Niemeyer, Donna Burt, Robyn Burleson, Kelly Rich-
ards, and Megan Ginnings.

Let’s Welcome Fall, Decorating Contest 
The calendar has finally flipped to September, school is back in session and 

the fall solstice is quickly approaching. It's time to leave summer and heat behind 
and let's welcome the cooler days and falling leaves of autumn. Louisiana Com-
munity Betterment Association is inviting everyone to participate in a fall decorat-
ing contest.  LCBA is asking the entire Louisiana area, businesses and homes to 
join in the fun through a little friendly competition. Go dig out your favorite fall dec-
orations and transform your place of business or your home into a lovely fall dis-
play.  How do you enter, you ask? It's easy, just snap a picture of your fall 
decorations.  Then...TEXT the picture, along with your name and address to Diana 
Huckstep at: 314-640-4420.  Trophies will be awarded for first, second and third 
place winners. All entries will be shared on the LCBA Facebook page and an-
nounced in the press. Important dates to remember:...Entries will be accepted 
through Friday, Oct. 9. Winners will be announced Monday, Oct.12. Winners will 
be contacted for trophy presentations.  We hope to share some really fun and 
beautiful pictures with everyone as we welcome in the Fall season. If you have 
any questions, please contact Diana Huckstep, LCBA Chairperson at 314-640-
4420.
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On Sept. 14: Prayer 
meeting, 6 p.m., park by the 
Bowling Green Visitor 
Center. 

On Sept. 15: Crusade 
planning meeting, 5:30 p.m., 
Friendship Baptist Church. 

On Sept. 15: Encourager 
training, 6 p.m., Friendship 
Baptist Church. 

 On Sept. 14: Men’s 
Beast Feast at 6 p.m., Allen 
Family Resource Center.  

On Sept. 19: Women’s 
Conference, dinner served at 

5 p.m., conference at 6 p.m., 
Allen Family Resource 
Center.  

On Sept. 20: Family & 
Friends, 6 p.m., Allen 
Family Resource Center. 

 
On Sept. 24: There will 

be a meeting of the board of 
trustees of the Pike County 
Health Department, Home 
Health and Hospice Agency 
at 8:30 a.m., in the confer-
ence room at 1 Healthcare 
Place, Bowling Green.

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) is beginning to re-
ceive some reports of hem-
orrhagic disease (HD) in 
deer this summer and is ask-
ing the public to help deter-
mine the extent of the 
disease by reporting sus-
pected cases. 

HD is a general term for 
two related viruses: epizoo-
tic hemorrhagic disease 
(EHD) and bluetongue 
(BTV). They are spread to 
deer through the bite of a 
tiny, native midge, often 
called a “no-see-um” or 
“gnat.” 

Reports from the public 
help biologists monitor deer 
health and better understand 
the impacts of the disease. 

“Hemorrhagic disease is 
a naturally occurring virus 
in Missouri’s deer popula-
tion,” explained MDC Wild-
life Health Program 
Supervisor Brigid Nie-
meyer. “Outbreaks are most 
common between July and 
October and typically end 
after a heavy frost kills the 
midges that spread the 

virus.” 
Signs of HD in deer can 

include reluctance to move; 
difficulty breathing; swell-
ing of the head, neck, or 
tongue; and unusual behav-
ior such as appearing dazed 
or unresponsive. The virus 
can cause high fever, 
prompting infected deer to 
seek water. Deer that die 
from HD are often found in 
or near water. Death can 
occur within days of infec-
tion, though some deer sur-
vive and develop immunity. 
There is no cure or vaccine 
for HD. 

HD kills deer quickly, 
making the effects of the 
disease highly visible. Ho-
wever, the disease does not 
have long-term effects on 
the overall health or sustain-
ability of Missouri deer 
herd. Even after a severe 
outbreak, the deer popula-
tion recovers within a few 
years. 

“We care deeply about 
Missouri deer and deer 
hunting,” Niemeyer said. 
“By reporting suspected 
cases of HD, members of 

the public can help us track 
where the disease is occur-
ring and how it’s affecting 
deer numbers in specific 
areas.” 

Missouri’s most severe 
HD outbreak occurred in 
2012 during an extreme 
drought when deer gathered 
around limited water 
sources, increasing their ex-
posure to infected midges. 

Learn more about hemor-
rhagic disease at 
mdc.mo.gov/wildlife/wild-
life-diseases/hemorrhagic-
disease. 

To report a suspected 
case of HD, contact the 
local MDC office or speak 
with a conservation agent. 
Find local MDC offices and 
agents online at 
mdc.mo.gov/contact-en-
gage/local-mdc-contacts. 

 
People can also report 

suspected cases online 
through MDC’s Wildlife 
Health Event Reporting Ap-
plication at 
mdc12.mdc.mo.gov/appli-
cations/WildlifeHealthRe-
porting.

MDC Asks Public To Report 
Hemorrhagic Disease In Deer Recently, Missouri’s Di-

vision of Cannabis Regula-
tion (DCR) posted the 
results of the random lottery 
drawing of microbusiness li-
cense applicants. This is the 
third of three separate 
rounds of microbusiness li-
censes to be awarded, per 
Article XIV, Section 2 of the 
Missouri Constitution. 

To ensure the integrity of 
the applicant selection pro-
cess, the Missouri Lottery 
conducted the drawing with-
out reference to applicants' 
identities. Unique identifiers 
were assigned to each appli-
cation, and each applicant 
was emailed their identifier 
prior to the lottery.   

At this time, detailed in-
formation regarding appli-
cants drawn by lottery is not 
publicly available. DCR 
will be working to cross-ref-
erence this information with 
submitted application infor-
mation in order to make 
those details publicly avail-
able in the coming weeks. 

DCR received 888 appli-
cations between July 13-27. 
Now that applicants have 
been selected through the 
lottery, all selected applica-
tions will be reviewed for 
eligibility. The lottery selec-
tion does not guarantee the 
applicant a facility license. 
Beginning in December of 
this year, a total of approx-
imately 77 microbusiness li-
censes will be issued, 
approximately 20 of which 
are available due to revoca-
tions for rule violations or 
surrender following pre-
vious rounds of licensing. 

Applicants not drawn by 

lottery will be able to 
request a refund of the orig-
inal application fee. Re-
funds may be granted if the 
applicant certifies they have 
met the criteria for a license 
and have no pending or fu-
ture litigation related to the 
denial of their application. 
The refund request form 
will be available on the de-
partment website 30 days 
after all microbusiness li-
censes have been issued 
from the third round. 

For more information 
about microbusiness licen-
sing and application require-
ments, visit Cannabis.Mo. 
Gov.  

GENERAL CONSUMER 
SAFETY & EDUCATION 
While the adult-use can-

nabis program was built 
based on guidelines ap-
proved by Missouri voters, 
DHSS, as the state’s public 
health authority, asks con-
sumers to consume cannabis 
with caution. Adult con-
sumers are encouraged to 
review the health effects of 
cannabis prior to consum-
ing. Some important points 
of caution include the fol-
lowing: 

Individuals should not 
use cannabis if pregnant as 
doing so may harm the 
baby’s health. 

Individuals should not 
operate a vehicle under the 
influence of marijuana. This 
remains illegal and danger-
ous as driving requires a 
person’s full attention to 
stay safe and alert. Mari-
juana can slow one’s reac-
tion time and ability to make 
decisions, impair coordi-

nation and distort one’s per-
ception. 

Adult consumers should 
ensure products are not ac-
cessible to those under age 
21. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the teen brain is ac-
tively developing and 
continues to develop until 
around age 25. Marijuana 
use during adolescence and 
young adulthood may harm 
the developing brain. 

Edibles, or food and 
drink products infused with 
marijuana, have some dif-
ferent risks than smoked 
marijuana, including a 
greater risk of poisoning. 
Unlike smoked marijuana, 
edibles can: 

Take from 30 minutes to 
2 hours to take effect, so 
some people may eat too 
much, which can lead to 
poisoning and/or serious in-
jury. 

Cause intoxicating ef-
fects that last longer than 
expected, depending on the 
amount ingested, the last 
food eaten, and medications 
or alcohol used at the same 
time. 

Children, adults and pets 
can mistake marijuana pro-
ducts, particularly edibles, 
for regular food or candy. 
Consuming marijuana can 
make children very sick. 
They may have problems 
walking or sitting up or may 
have a hard time breathing. 
If you have concerns of pos-
sible poisoning, call the 
Missouri Poison Center at 
800-222-1222, or 911 if it is 
an emergency.

Third Round Of Cannabis Microbusiness  
Applicants Selected By Random Lottery Drawing

Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) staff 
and members of the Illinois 
River Biological Station 
caught a 37-inch American 
eel in Pool 22 near Hannibal 
earlier this summer. This 

rare catch was made during 
an electrofishing survey 
aimed at studying blue 
suckers. The eel was caught, 
measured, and released back 
into the water. 

“American eels, the only 

species of freshwater eel 
found in North America, are 
usually found in deep pools 
around cover such as logs 
and boulders,” says MDC 
Wildlife Biologist Assistant 
Ashley Johnson. “All eels 
found in inland waters, in-
cluding those found in Mis-
souri, are females.” 

The American eel life 
cycle requires female eels to 
travel inland to freshwater 
locations before returning to 
the ocean to breed. With 
dams and other obstacles in-
creasingly limiting their 
travel corridors, this has re-
duced the ability for the 
American eel population to 
use Missouri’s inland waters 
to aid in their life cycle. 

Female American eels are 
usually 16-33 inches in 
length and males rarely ex-
ceed 18 inches. Learn more 
about the species at 
http://short.mdc.mo.gov/ox
M.

MDC Resource Management Technician Christian 
Goodson proudly holds a rare, 37-inch American eel 
that was found in the Mississippi River during the late 
summer.

Rare American Eel Sighting Recorded Near Hannibal

DAR Chapter Opens Year 
Eleven members of the Susanna Randolph Chap-

ter, Daughters of the American Revolution, met on 
Thursday, Sept. 1 at the Charlene Teague Genealogy 
Center on Main Street in Vandalia. The 6:30 p.m., 
meeting was the first meeting of the 2026-27 DAR 
year. During the meeting the remaining two officers 
were installed. Chaplain Brenda Gower installed Reg-
istrar Jennifer VanHoose and Historian Gayle Jones. 
Regent Leslie Fowler conducted the meeting with Ann 
Carter giving the program on the 25th Anniversary of 
9-11-01. Donna Wilson and Joy Davis were the hos-
tesses for the meeting. Pictured from left: Gayle 
Jones, Brenda Gower and Jennifer VanHoose

Columbia College re-
cently announced its dean's 
list for the summer 2026 se-
mester (May-August 2026). 
To be named to the dean's 
list, a student must have 
completed 12 undergradu-
ate credit hours in a 16-
week period and achieved a 
minimum GPA of 3.5 on a 
4.0-point scale.  

Students from the area 
who received this honor in-
clude: Bowling Green, Eliz-
abeth Schroeder; Laddonia, 
Jordyn Oligschlaeger; 
Silex, Emma Pickens.

Area Students 
Named 

To Dean’s List

Soybean Diseases: 
Connecting SDS To SCN

BY KATE MCDONALD 
As I have driven by crop 

fields in East Central MO 
the past few weeks, most 
fields look great and pro-
gressing into harvest time 
well.  

However, a few soybean 
fields around the area have 
started dying early and 
showing classic signs of 
Sudden Death Syndrome 
(SDS). When producers see 
SDS, rarely does Soybean 
Cyst Nematodes (SCN) 
come to mind. However, re-
search has shown that these 
two issues are more closely 
related that what producers 
may realize. In fact, fields 
with significant SDS symp-
toms should be checked for 
SCN levels because the 
nematodes can heavily con-
tribute to disease severity. 
To understand their relation-
ship better, this month let's 
take a look at both issues 
and see how one can impact 
the other. 

Sudden Death Syndrome, 
caused by a soilborne fun-
gus, infects soybean roots 
after planting when soils a 
cool and wet. Although this 
infection takes place early in 
the soybean's life, symp-
toms rarely appear before 
mid to late summer. Toxins 
move through the plant, 

causing the characteristic 
symptoms to appear includ-
ing yellowing between the 
veins on the leaves that 
eventually die and cause the 
leaves to fall off of the peti-
oles. 

Soybean Cyst Nematodes 
are microscopic round 
worms that feed on soybean 
roots and are considered the 
most economically damag-
ing soybean pest in the US 
due to its massive yield re-
ductions. Commonly, above 
ground symptoms are ab-
sent, but white or cream-col-
ored cysts can sometimes be 
found on the roots. 

 
While these two pests are 

completely biologically dif-
ferent, their interaction can 
create the perfect storm for 
reducing soybean yields. As 
SCN feed on the soybean's 
roots, it creates wounds that 
enhance fungal colonization 
and allow SDS to infect the 
plant easier. 

BIDS WANTED 

Bleigh Construction Company is  
Equal Opportunity Employer and in 
the submission of bids from Minor-
ness Enterprises (MBEs) and Women 
Business Enterprises (WBEs), col 
referred to as Disadvantaged Bus 
Enterprises (DBEs). Bleigh Constr 
Company, a local General Contract 
seeking subcontractor/Supplier D 
means a Disadvantaged Business En-
prise participation in the follow 
Clarksville WWTF Outfall Reloca 

Project, City of Clarksville, Mis 
are invited upon the items and qu 
of work as follows: 4  PVC SDR-2 
main  3550 LF and Lift Station a-
lated work. This project is being 
through the Missouri State Revolv 
Fund, by the Water and Wastewater 
Revolving Fund and federal Capita 
Grants to Missouri. 
NOTE: Only MBE/WBE firms certif 

by the State of Missouri, Office  
Opportunity as of the date of bid 
can be used to satisfy the MBE/WB-
ticipation goals for this project 
Interested parties may contact  

Construction Company, Louis C. Va-
natta, P.O. Box 957, Hannibal, MO 
or by calling (573) 221-2247  on  
obtain plan documents. Bids must -
ceived by Friday, Oct. 2, 2026, a
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Pike To Pike . . .

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

 Be still, and know that I 
am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth!  Psalm 
46:10  

Saturday, Sept. 19, the 
Big River Band will be in 
Pittsfield at the Pike County 
Senior Center with the 
music starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Keep in mind that there will 
be no concessions anymore 
so you are allowed to bring 
non-alcoholic drinks and a 
snack. Your evening meal 
should be eaten before com-
ing to the show so please do 
not bring a meal. 50/50 
tickets will be sold and there 
is no admission fee, but a 
donation for the band will 
be gathered sometime dur-
ing the show. We look for-
ward to seeing you all there. 

Birthdays and anniversa-
ries for the week of Sept. 16 
- 22, 2026: 

Sept. 16 - Diana Gregory, 
Pam Myers 

Sept. 17 - Dawn Troxell, 
Nolan Baker, Thomas 
Brown 

Sept. 18 - Bill Dean, 
Jamie Wintjen 

Sept. 19 - Ashley Davis, 
Joe Anderson, Lucus Ruble, 
Michael Troxell, Tristan 
Rudd, George and Brenda 

Crawford 
Sept. 20 - Rachel Smith, 

Sally and Randy Garner 
Sept. 21 - Trish Doyle 
Sept. 22 - Paul Roland 
Trivia Answers from last 

week: 
1. South Dakota's Black 

Hills are home to what fa-
mous patriotic sculpture? 
(Mt. Rushmore) 

2. In the Bible, what is 
the third commandment? 
(Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in 
vain.) 

3. What interstate is the 
longest and goes from the 
west coast to the east coast 
of the continental United 
States? (I-90 which goes 
from Seattle, Washington, to 
Boston, Massachusetts.) 

SEPTEMBER DATES 
TO MARK ON YOUR 
CALENDAR: 

Sept. 19, Saturday - Big 
River Band - Pike County 
Senior Center - music starts 
at 6:30 p.m., (read infor-
mation above) 

Sept. 26, Friday -- Buggs' 
Family Opry -- Pearl -- 
music starts at 7 p.m. 

October 3, Saturday -- 
Big River Band -- Pike 
County Senior Center -- 
music starts at 6:30 p.m. 

We were very pleased to 
have 32 people attend the 
Big River Band concert at 
the Red Rooster in Pittsfield 
on Saturday, Sept. 5. That 
was a very busy weekend 
with the Fall Festival going 
on uptown Pittsfield, plus it 
was extremely hot weather 
that day. 

Twenty is the magic 
number. That's how many I 
heard from that are faithful 
readers of this column. 
Callers from Troy, Vandalia, 
Hannibal, and Silex called 
as well as from Alsey, Ill., 
and several local people. 

Thank you all so much for 
taking the time to let me 
know you are a reader. 

After much thought and 
soul searching, the Big 
River Band has decided to 
discontinue playing at the 
Red Rooster for the time 
being. The band has deeply 
appreciated this past 13 
months that Patty and Paul 
allowed them to first play at 
the Courtyard and then at 
the Red Rooster. They are 
hoping to play a second time 
a month at the Pike County 
Senior Center besides play-
ing the third Saturday of 
each month there. That 
being said, Saturdays, Oct. 3 
and Oct. 17, are already 
booked and the Big River 
Band will be playing at the 
Pike County Senior Center 
with music starting at 6:30 
p.m. 

Jamie and I were among 
the many who celebrated a 
very special birthday with a 
very special lady Patricia 
Quattrocchi this past Sat-
urday at the Keely Center in 
Louisiana. The Uptown 
Strings Band played 
throughout the celebration. 
This band plays at the Ar-
mory in Hannibal every 
Tuesday from noon - 3:00 
where people gather to 
enjoy the music and danc-
ing.  

I found this modern day 
version of "A Time for Ev-
erything" originally is found 
in Ecclesiastes in the Old 
Testament. Here are the last 
of the to everything there is 
a time. 

A time for building mo-
rale, and a time for growing 
profits; 

A time for giving incen-
tives, and a time for granting 
rewards; 

A time for giving advice, 
and a time for taking it. 

Fall is a very exciting sea-
son filled with football, 
campfires, hot cocoa, and 
pumpkin spiced everything.  

Time to put away the pool 
toys and barbecue grills, and 
drag out the rakes, sweaters 
and eventually the shovels.  

There are some 
awesome traditions 
in Bowling Green 
during this season, 
and they always 
make for good, 
wholesome fun. Her-
itage Festival, that 
was held just this 
past Saturday, is al-
ways a great time, 
with vendors lining 
the streets, and vintage hot 
rods and classic cars on full 
display.  

Halloween lands on a Sat-
urday this year, so I’m sure 
we will have a record setting 
turnout at the Thompson 
house giving out hotdogs 
and candy. This will be the 
19th year of that tradition, 
and one that has grown in 
popularity over the years. 

Also, on Saturday, Oct. 31, 
I will be collecting items to 
be vetted to go into our time 
capsule. The capsule will be 
opened on July 4, 2076 on 
America’s 300th birthday. 
What will America look like 
then? We have the opportu-
nity to show the future cit-
izens of Bowling Green who 
we were, what we stood for, 
and what traditions we em-

braced the most, way back 
in 2026. 

On that same day, I will be 
collecting entries for the 
Bowling Green crest 
contest. The winner, chosen 
by the board of alderman, 
will be known for creating 

the new crest of 
Bowling Green, which 
will eventually be a 
mainstay throughout 
the city. 

Christmas in the 
Green is also a favor-
ite tradition of Bowl-
ing Green, and an 
opportunity for busi-
nesses to show off 
their wares, as trav-

elers from all around journey 
to Bowling Green to check 
out what we have to offer. 
It’s a day that many busi-
nesses participate in, and 
the Chamber of Commerce 
showcases these busi-
nesses as part of a day long 
tour of the city. Enjoy amaz-
ing foods, find that hidden 
treasure in one of our resale 
stores, or shop for Christ-
mas presents at our bou-
tiques, and retail shops. 

And as always, the Bowl-
ing Green Bobcats and Lady 
Cats have a rich tradition of 
winning, so make sure to at-
tend and support our local 
high school athletes on the 
fields and on the courts, this 
fall. I know how much they 
value your support. 

Happy Fall, Y’all!

From The Mayor’s Desk...

TOM THOMPSON-MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN
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Vicki Jo Graves 
Vicki Jo Graves, 69, of 

Martinsburg died Sunday, 
Sept. 6, 2026 at Kings 
Daughters Home in Mexico 
surrounded by her family. 

Visitation was from 5-7 
p.m., Thursday at Bienhoff 
Funeral Home in Laddonia. 
Funeral services were held at 
11 a.m., Friday at Bienhoff 
Funeral Home in Laddonia 
with pastor Brian Lehen-
bauer officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in Laddonia 
Cemetery. 

Vicki was born Jan. 28, 
1957 in Long Beach, Calif., 
to Robert and Mary Lou 
Pearl. She married Garrett 
Graves on April 11, 1981. 
They lived in Martinsburg 
and Vandalia areas through-
out her life. 

Besides her husband and 
father, she is survived by two 
daughters, Stephanie Graves 
of Wellsville and Stacey Cal-
dwell and husband, Chris of 
Vandalia; seven grandchil-
dren, Gage Graves, Mont-
gomery City, Courtnie 
Winkler, Centralia, Cayden 
Caldwell, Chillicothe, Jere-
miah Winkler, Jozie Winkler, 
Wellsville, Madelynn O’Neil 
and husband, Alex, Warrens-
burg, Haley Caldwell, Van-
dalia; two 
great-grandchildren, Luka 
Graves, Montgomery City, 
Paxton Caldwell, Vandalia; a 
sister, Karen Pearl, Martins-
burg; sisters-in-law, Vicki 
Woolridge and husband, 
Steve, Mexico and Gina 
Graves, Columbia; one 
brother-in-law, Carey 
Graves, Laddonia. 

Vicki was a member of 
the Martinsburg Community 
Church. She was a part of the 
East End Extension Club in 
Vandalia and Lost Creek 
Ladies in Martinsburg. She 
enjoyed gardening and tak-
ing care of her flowers. She 
would know the name of any 
flower you would ask her 
about. She enjoyed finding 
new crafts to work on, swim-
ming, tanning, and watching 
the birds out on her back 
porch. She loved spending 
time with her family and 
especially her grandkids. 
You wouldn’t find her with-
out makeup, jewelry and her 
hair done. She was always 
dressed up for any occasion. 

She is preceded in death 
by her mother, Mary Lou 
Pearl, her mother and father-
in-law, Curt and Villa Graves 
and sister-in-law, Kimberly 
Graves. 

Memorials can be made to 
Kings Daughters Nursing 
Home, Mexico or Laddonia 
Cemetery Association and 
mailed c/o Bienhoff Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 6, Laddo-
nia, MO 63352. 

Barbara Alice 
Robinson 

Barbara Alice Morrow 
Robinson, 93, of Louisiana 
died Saturday, Aug. 29, 2026 
at Avenir at Maple Grove. 

A Celebration of Life 
service will be held at 11:30 
a.m., Saturday at the First 
Christian Church in Louisi-
ana. 

Visitation will be from 10 
a.m., until time of service at 
11:30 a.m., Saturday before 
the service. Burial will be at 
Memorial Gardens Cemetery 
in Louisiana. 

Barbara was born May 
21,1933 in Martinsburg 
Township, Ill., to Joseph Eu-
gene and Sarah Harriett 
Howland Morrow. She mar-
ried Arnold Dane Robinson 
on Aug. 18, 1951 in Hanni-
bal. They were blessed to 
share 65 years of marriage 
together. 

Survivors include two 
daughters and their hus-
bands, Danette and Dan De-

Bourge, and Linda and Mark 
Shade. She also leaves her 
beloved grandchildren, Jef-
frey and Dustin DeBourge, 
Justin and Whitney De-
Bourge, Dane Shade, Isaac 
Shade and Maverick San An-
tonio; three great-grandchil-
dren, Ariadne DeBourge, 
Ella DeBourge and Zane De-
Bourge; two sisters, Sally 
Cramm and Judy Hinch; and 
a brother-in-law, Jerry Rob-
inson and wife, Claire; and 
many, many adored nieces, 
nephews, greats and great-
great-nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Daney Rob-
inson, her parents, Joseph 
Eugene and Sarah Harriet 
Morrow, her many 
brothers/sisters, Wilbur Mor-
row, Bernice Grimsley Sax-
ton, Bill Morrow, Erma 
Claus, Joe Morrow, Minnie 
Cooper, Kathy Reynolds, 
Rosemary Smith, Nancy 
Morrow, and Richard Mor-
row. 

Barbara's family was her 
pride and joy along with her 
huge extended family. She 
and Daney enjoyed traveling 
to meet up with her siblings 
and visiting, often attending 
graduations, life events, and 
the many family reunions. 

Barbara had a big heart 
and always loved helping 
and doing for others. Cook-
ing and baking were her 
ways of showing her love 
and hospitality. She was a 
talented cook making huge 
meals like her specialty - 
fried chicken, homemade 
noodles and rolls, along with 
her cinnamon rolls, apple 
pies, and angel food cakes. 

Along with all her cook-
ing and baking she also held 
various jobs, through the 
years, working at the Nord-
Buffum Button Factory, 
working as a receptionist 
with Dr. Per Brolinson and 
her dear friend, Dr. David 
Bilyea, was a teller at the 
Bank of Louisiana, book-
keeper at Pike County Me-
morial Hospital, and finally 
retiring from bookkeeper/of-
fice manager at Pike Medical 
Clinic. After retirement, she 
enjoyed many years of mak-
ing beautiful wedding and 
birthday cakes for family, 
friends, and customers. She 
was known for her holiday 
peanut brittle, strawberry 
jam, and hot mustard. 

She was always active 
with her daughters’ and 
grandchildren’s school and 
life events and activities; ac-
tively participating as a life-
long member at First 
Christian Church until she 
was unable to do so. 

Memorials can be made to 
The Hospice Promise Foun-
dation, ℅ Community Lov-
ing Care Hospice at 1310 
Bus. Hwy. 61 Suite B, Bowl-
ing Green, MO 63334 or 
donor’s choice. 

Collier Funeral Home will 
be provider of cremation 
rites and service arrange-
ments. 

Delbert Lee 
Price 

Delbert Lee Price, 70, of 
Louisiana, formerly of Pike 
County, Ill., died Wednesday, 
Sept. 2, 2026 at his home 
with his family. 

Funeral services were at 
12 p.m., Tuesday at Collier 
Funeral Home in Louisiana. 
Burial was at Riverview 
Cemetery in Louisiana. 

Visitation was from 11 
a.m., until time of service 
Tuesday at the funeral home. 

 He was born Sept. 20, 
1955 in Indianapolis, Ind., to 
Delbert C. and Janette Mae 
Minor Price. He was married 
to Jo Ann Cross on Oct. 10, 
1987 in Pike County. 

 He is survived by his 
wife, Jo Ann Price; four 
daughters, Emily Price, Pris-
cilla Price, Lucinda Brown 
and husband, Chris of Loui-
siana, and Serena Preston 
and husband, Bryan of Rock-
port, Ill.; four grandchildren, 
Emmett Beadles, Kinzley 
Brown, Colton Brown, and 
Lucas Brown; a brother, 
James Coleman and wife, 
Genevieve of Louisiana; 
three sisters, Rosemary Wat-
son and husband, Robert of 
Winfield, Ala., Linda 
Hensen of Winfield, and Rita 
Davis Horn  and husband, 

Robbie of Milan, Texas; two 
step-sisters, Sharon and 
Karen; a step-brother, Aaron; 
and numerous cousins; 
nieces; and nephews. 

 He was preceded in death 
by his father, Delbert Price 
and step-mother, Betty Price, 
his mother, Janette Davis and 
step-father, Jack Davis, a 
sister, Della Smith, his 
father- and mother-in-law, 
Fred and Jo Ann Cross, and 
numerous other in-laws, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

 Delbert was employed at 
Louisiana Steel until his re-
tirement. He was an avid 
gardener, liked to go fishing 
and camping, loved old 
westerns, and enjoyed relax-
ing with his pets. 

 Pallbearers were Emily 
Price, Priscilla Price, Serena 
Preston, Lucinda Brown, 
Bryan Preston, Jeremy 
Smith, Rob Cross, and Jon 
Aldrich. 

 Memorials may be made 
to the John Cotton Memorial 
Animal Shelter. 

Online condolences may 
be sent at collierfuneral.com 

Judy Lynn Kraft 
Funeral services for Judy 

Lynn Kraft, 69, of Vandalia 
was Saturday at Bienhoff Fu-
neral Home in Vandalia with 
pastor Randy McDonald of-
ficiating. 

Visitation was Saturday 
from 11 a.m., until the time 
of the service at the funeral 
home. 

Mrs. Kraft died Wednes-
day, Sept. 9, 2026 at Univer-
sity of Missouri 
Hospital-Columbia. 

She was born May 7, 
1957 in Kansas City, the 
daughter of Nellie Evelyn 
Hays Dudley. Judy was 
united in marriage to Darryl 
Kraft. He survives. 

Other survivors include 
one son, Warren Kraft of 
Vandalia; a brother, John 
Dudley of Vandalia; three 
sisters, Janet Miller of Tish-
omingo, Okla., Helen Elson 
of Mexico, and Brenda Dud-
ley of Columbia; along with 
several nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and a host of 
friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her mother, one brother, 
Jerry Dudley, and two 
sisters, Dorothy Dudley and 
Carol Moore. 

Judy was a lifetime area 
resident who took great pride 
in her community. She was 
actively involved for many 
years with the Vandalia Area 
Fair Board, generously giv-
ing her time to help support 
the fair and her community. 
Judy was an avid sports fan 
and especially enjoyed 
cheering on the St. Louis 
Cardinals and Kansas City 
Chiefs. Above all, her great-
est joy came from spending 
time with her family and 
making memories with those 
she loved most. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Vandalia 
Area Fair and mailed, c/o 
Bienhoff Funeral Home P.O. 
Box 54, Vandalia, MO 
63382. 

Robert ‘Bob’ 
Donald Gish 

Robert “Bob” Donald 
Gish, 93, of Vandalia died 
peacefully surrounded by his 
family at his home Wednes-
day, Sept. 9, 2026. 

Bob was born Sept. 15, 
1932, in Mexico, the son of 
Lloyd and Leva Mae Colvin 
Gish. With his father's death 
at the young age of 12 years 
old, Leva later married Jack 
Lent, who was a proud father 
figure to Bob and grand-
father to his children. 

On Sept. 15, 1955, Bob 
was united in marriage to 
Carolyn Sue Dowell Gish. 
Together they shared 64 
years of marriage and family 

life until her passing in 2019. 
Bob proudly served his 

country in the United States 
Navy during the Korean 
War, where he served on the 
Destroyer, the U.S.S. Braine. 
Upon returning to Vandalia, 
he was employed by Mac's 
Appliance and then McDon-
ald-Douglas Aircraft in St. 
Louis. Later he worked as a 
letter carrier for the United 
States Postal Service in Van-
dalia before being appointed 
postmaster at the Farber Post 
Office until his retirement in 
1992. 

Bob was a member of 
Adiel Baptist Church and 
was also a member of the 
Grand Lodge of Missouri in 
Vandalia as a Master Mason 
for over 50 years. 

Throughout his life, Bob 
loved the simple things that 
brought him happiness. His 
farm was one of his favorite 
places to spend his time, 
whether he was tinkering 
with his tractors, or simply 
being outdoors. Through the 
years, he enjoyed his horses, 
hunting, fishing, boating, 
and riding his motorcycle 
and scooter. Bob’s love of 
baseball began when he 
played the game as a young 
man and remained with him 
throughout his life. He was a 
devoted sports fan, with the 
St. Louis Cardinals holding a 
special place among his fa-
vorite teams, the Chiefs and 
the Mizzou Tigers. 

Above all, Bob treasured 
his family and the time he 
was able to spend with those 
closest to him. 

Survivors include his two 
daughters, Rhonda Smith 
and husband, Dennis, and 
Renee James and husband, 
Merle; two granddaughters, 
Jolene Chartkov and hus-
band, Konstantin, and 
Brooke James and fiancé, 
Hunter Cussigh; three great-
granddaughters, Katie Chart-
kov, Maggie Chartkov and 
Lizzie Chartkov; along with 
extended family and friends. 

Bob was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife, 
Carolyn Sue Gish; his par-
ents, Lloyd and Leva Mae 
Gish; three brothers, Bill 
Gish, Clarence Gish, and 
James Gish; and three 
sisters, Virginia Folta, Doro-
thy Henderson, and Mary 
Ann Seymour. 

Funeral services were at 3 
p.m., Saturday at Waters Fu-
neral Home with Bro. Kenny 
Haddock officiating. Visita-
tion was from 1 p.m., until 
the time of the service at the 
funeral home. 

Burial followed the serv-
ice at Vandalia Cemetery 
with full military honors. 

Serving as pallbearers 
were Dennis Smith, Merle 
James, Konstantin Chartkov, 
Hunter Cussigh, Ralph 
Kuda, and Jim Miller. Hon-
orary pallbearers were Billy 
White, Jim Stotler, H.E. 
Libby, and Larry Dowell. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Community 
Loving Care Hospice, c/o 
Waters Funeral Home. 

Kristen Ann 
Scott Plock 

Kristen Ann (Scott) Plock, 
a beloved wife, mother, 
daughter, and friend died 
Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in 
Lincoln, Neb., at the age of 
52. 

Visitation was from 5-7 
p.m., Wednesday, June 17,  
at Roper and Sons O Street 
Chapel in Lincoln, Neb. 

Funeral services were  at 
10:30 a.m., Thursday, June 
18 at Havelock United Meth-
odist Church in Lincoln, 
Neb. 

Kristen was born Nov. 20, 
1973, in Hannibal to James 
“Jim” Adrian and Carolyn 
Ann Bartels Scott. As a 
child, she was raised in Lou-
isiana where she grew up 
making fond memories with 
her brother, James “Jimmy” 
Edwin Scott and friends. She 
attended the Louisiana pub-
lic schools through her grad-
uation in 1992. She 
graduated from Concordia 
College in Seward, Neb., 
with a bachelor degree in 
education. 

She met the love of her 
life, Christopher Eugene 

Plock, and the two were 
united in marriage on Nov. 2, 
1996, in Shickley, Neb. To-
gether, they shared nearly 30 
wonderful years of marriage, 
building a beautiful life and 
home together in Lincoln. 

Kristen was a vibrant per-
son who truly loved talking 
to people. Above all, her 
greatest joy was her family. 
She survives and is deeply 
missed by her husband, 
Christopher Plock; a daugh-
ter, Kamryn Fry; son-in-law, 
Jacob Fry; her mother, Caro-
lyn Scott; a sister-in-law, 
Priscilla Scott; and her three 
children, James Hayden 
Scott, Michelle Scott, and 
Lauren Scott; her father-in-
law, Larry Plock and wife, 
Lynda; a brother-in-law, 
John Plock; and his children, 
Samantha Juranek and hus-
band, Jordan and daughter, 
Graelynn and Austin Plock 
and wife, Allison; and a 
close circle of extended 
family and dear friends. 

She was reunited in death 
with her father, James Adrian 
Scott, a brother, James 
Edwin Scott, her mother-in-
law, Marlene Walters, her 
stepmother-in-law, Rose 
Plock, her grandfather and 
grandmother, Edwin and Es-
ther Bartels, grandfather and 
grandmother, James Dewey 
and Mildred Scott. 

Memorials may be di-
rected to Havelock United 
Methodist Church and Myo-
tonic Dystrophy Foundation. 

Carolyn Ann 
Scott 

Carolyn Ann Scott, 88, of 
Lincoln, Neb., died peace-
fully Monday, June 22, 2026.  

Visitation was at 2 p.m., 
on Monday, June 29 with fu-
neral service at 3:30 p.m., at 
Faith Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Graveside service was at 
3 p.m., Tuesday, June 30,  at 
Grand View Cemetery in 
Hannibal. 

She was born June 4, 
1938, in Tobias, Neb., to 
Edwin and Esther Schoen-
beck Bartels. Carolyn’s 
foundational years and early 
milestones were centered at 
Zion Lutheran Church in To-

bias, where she was bap-
tized, confirmed, and mar-
ried. 

A devoted family woman, 
Carolyn faced profound 
losses with grace. She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, James A. Scott; a 
son, James E. Scott; one 
daughter, Kristen A. Plock; 
and her parents. 

Her memory will be cher-
ished by her surviving 
family, including a daughter-
in-law, Priscilla Scott of 
Houston, Texas; son-in-law, 
Christopher Plock of Lin-
coln, Neb.; cherished grand-
children, James H., 
Michelle, and Lauren Scott 
of Houston, Texas, and Kam-
ryn Fry and husband, Jacob 
of Lincoln, Neb.; and two 
brothers, Richard Bartels and 
wife, Rafaella of Lincoln, 
Neb., and Aaron Bartels of 
Tobias, Neb.; and nieces and 
nephews. 

Carolyn had a special 
heart for helping others. One 
of her greatest passions was 
supporting Phil’s Friends 
through her handmade cards 
and notes of encouragement. 
She lovingly created so 
many cards for the organiza-
tion over the years that she 
lost count, bringing comfort 
and hope to countless in-
dividuals facing difficult cir-
cumstances. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that memo-
rial contributions be made to 
Phil’s Friends in honor of 
Carolyn’s life and her ded-
ication to encouraging others 
through her card ministry. 

 

Johnny Horton 
Please join the celebrating 

the life of Johnny Horton, a 
lifelong resident of Vandalia.  

A gathering for family, 
friends, and co-workers will 
be held on Friday, Sept. 18, 
starting at 4 p.m., at the Van-
dalia Area Fairgrounds. 

Following a short eulogy, 
we welcome everyone to 
share their favorite "Johnny" 
stories and memories.  

Refreshments and drinks 
will be provided as we come 
together to remember him.
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Card Of Thanks 
 
Our thanks to family and friends for the 

many acts of kindness shown to us since 
Eugen’s passing. For the card, calls, texts, 
food, flowers, visits, monetary memorials, at-
tending the celebration of life, and helping us 
through this difficult time. 

We would also like acknowledge and ex-
press our gratitude to everyone who helped in 
so many ways to bring Eugene’s celebration 
of life together. It’s truely appreciated. 

We have been deeply touched by the out-
pouring of love and sympathy shown. 

The Family Of  
Eugene McDonald 

Nancy, Travis, Cody & Clint 

NOTICE OF ABSENTEE VOTING 
FOR THE NOV. 3, 2026  

GENERAL ELECTION 

Absentee voting for the Nov. 3, 2026, 
General Election will begin Tuesday, Sept. 
22, 2026, at the County Clerk’s Office, 
Courthouse 115 W. Main, Bowling Green, 
MO. Hours for Absentee voting are Mon-
day-Friday 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., with ad-
ditional hours on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2026, 
8 am-12 noon and on Monday Nov. 2, 
2026, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

If you are unable to vote in person, 
please call 573-324-2412 (option 7) to 
have an absentee application sent to you. 
Missouri law requires requests for absen-
tee ballots to be received by 5 p.m., on the 
second Wednesday prior to election 
(10/21/2026) if the ballot is to be mailed. 

To vote in person, you must present a 
government issued photo ID such as a 
driver’s license, passport or military ID. 

s/Laura Stumbaugh 
Pike County Clerk/Election Authority 
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 REAL ESTATE AUCTION 

Tuesday, Sept. 15 5:30 p.m. 
Location: 210 E. Park 

Vandalia
2 bedroom, 1 ½ bathrooms, laundry on enclosed back porch, 

large eat in kitchen, stove and refrigerator included. This home 
has been a rental house for the last few years. It is ready for new 
owners and can be a first-time home or a rental with a new owner. 
This home has had very good renters that took good care of it.  
TERMS OF SALE: Property is being sold as is no warranties. 
Buyer will sign a contract at the end of the auction. 10% down the 
day of auction. Closing in approximately 30 days at Audrain 
County Title in Mexico.  

If you have any questions, call Bill Allen @ 573-470-6565  
 

OWNERS: D Squared Holdings LLC, Dea Hoover 
 Bill Allen Auction Service 

www.billallenauctionservice.com 
Visit us at Auctionzip - ID Number 15431   573-470-6565 

 Owners & auction personnel not responsible for  
accidents, nor for items lost or stolen. Announcements made 

day of sale take precedence over any printed matter 
IF WE DO NOT KNOW YOU, WE WILL ONLY ACCEPT CASH

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

Authorized Dealer 
Benelli 
Stoeger 
Uberti 
Franchi

The phrase “not out of 
the woods yet” takes on new 
meaning during fall when 
the number of chain saw ac-
cidents increase. 

Chain saw accidents are 
painful, expensive and pre-
ventable, says University of 
Missouri Extension state 
forester Hank Stelzer. Plan 
before entering the woods to 
avoid accidents, he says. “If 
you fail to plan, you plan to 
fail.” 

The Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
reports that more than 250 
people die annually from 
chain saw accidents in the 
U.S. Legs, knees, wrists and 
hands face the most risk of 
injury when things go 
wrong in the woods, says 
Stelzer. Most chain saw ac-
cidents involve kickback, 
happens when the upper tip 
of the chain saw guide bar 
touches an object. This con-
tact may cause a lightning-
fast reverse action of the 
guide bar back toward the 
operator. 

Proper protective equip-
ment saves lives and lessens 
the severity of injuries, says 
Stelzer, especially for the 
casual operator who makes 
infrequent visits to the 
woods. 

Select a chain saw to 
meet your needs; every 
chain saw offers pros and 
cons. Stelzer recommends 
visiting a trained dealer with 
knowledgeable staff before 
buying a chain saw. He 
offers tips in the MU Exten-
sion guide Selecting and 
Maintaining a Chain Saw. 

Don’t go into the woods 

alone, Stelzer says. Let 
others know your location 
and estimated time of re-
turn. Carry a cellphone, and 
check to see if you have a 
signal where you will be 
working. 

Go to the woods with 
proper safety equipment 

Properly fitted chain saw 
leg chaps and headgear are 
wise investments, Stelzer 
says. He prefers wraparound 
chaps that sell for about 
$100. Measure for chaps 
from the outseam, not the 
inseam, from the waist or 
belt to the top of the boot. 
Choose a full helmet with 
sound muffs and a guard or 
safety glasses. Helmets cost 
less than $60. Choose flex-
ible gloves. 

Take a first aid kit 
equipped with large trauma 
pads and bottles of water for 
eyewash. 

Train First 
Teach employees and 

young people how to use 
chain saws properly and 
how to dress safely. Talk 
about safety hazards and 
what to do in an emergency. 
Always work within your 
skill level. 

Check The Work Area 
Make sure you have sure 

footing. Check for other 
people in the area. Identify 
electrical lines in and near 
the work area. Look for 
branches that might dis-
lodge and fall. 
Before You Start The Saw 

Read the manual and fol-
low manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. Make sure the chain 
saw is in good working 
order. If you have any doubt 

about the chain saw’s safety 
or your ability, put the chain 
saw down. Never use a 
chain saw that is damaged 
or has disengaged safety de-
vices. 

Never drop-start a chain 
saw, says Stelzer. Drop-
starting is holding the saw in 
one hand while pulling on 
the starter rope with the 
other. The operator has no 
control of the saw when it 
starts. “It’s a quick and easy 
way to end up in the urgent 
care clinic … or worse!” he 
says. 

Stelzer recommends two 
ways to start the chain saw: 

Place the saw on the 
ground, put one foot inside 
the rear handle, place one 
hand on the top handlebar, 
and pull the starter rope with 
the other hand. 

Hold the saw in one 
hand, place it between your 
legs at the knee, firmly 
squeeze the saw and pull the 
starter rope with the free 
hand. 

“In both cases, make sure 
the safety brake is en-
gaged,” he says. 

Location, Location, 
Location 

Keep feet secure and both 
hands on the handles. Plan 
where objects may fall and 
do not cut directly overhead. 

More Information 
Reduce your risk: Chain 

saw safety (MU Extension 
publication) 

Working Safely With 
Chainsaws (OSHA fact 
sheet) 

Stelzer provides tips in 
this chain saw safety You-
Tube video from Monsanto.

Cut Safety Risks When Using A Chain Saw

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) invites the public to 
finish their hunter education 
certification at an event in 
Clarksville at the Boat Club.  

This free event is the 
final step to becoming 
hunter education certified, 
and is on Saturday, Oct. 3 
from 8 a.m.-noon. 

Prior to attending this 
event, participants will need 
to have completed the 
knowledge portion of the 

certification process. To do 
so, participants can either 
complete the online version 
for a fee or fill out the stu-
dent manual chapter review 
questions. Those who 
choose to fill out the student 
manual chapter review 
questions will need to bring 
the booklet to the event for 
the instructor to review at no 
cost. These student manuals 
can be found on MDC’s 
website at 
https://short.mdc.mo.gov/Z

Ct or at any MDC office. 
The hunter education 

skills event will be held at 
the Clarksville Boat Club 
and prior registration is re-
quired. To register for this 
event and to see a full list of 
upcoming hunter education 
events, go to 
http://short.mdc.mo.gov/Zof 
and search Pike County. 

Questions about this 
event can be sent to Conser-
vation Agent Dirk Otterstein 
at 573-470-0017.

Hunter Education Class At Boat Club

Artists at Northeast Correctional 
Center will help tell the story of their 
own unique community when Prison 
Performing Arts presents “Our Kind of 
Town” at the Bowling Green facility in 
October. 

The production will be presented 
twice Thursday, Oct. 8, with perform-
ances scheduled for 1 p.m., and 6 p.m. 
Check-in begins at 12:30 p.m., for the 
afternoon performance and 5:30 p.m., 
for the evening performance. 

Those interested in attending must 
RSVP by Wednesday, Sept. 16 through 
the organization’s website www.prison-
performingarts.org 

Written by Courtney Bailey in col-

laboration with artists at NECC, “Our 
Kind of Town” is a tribute to Thornton 
Wilder’s classic play “Our Town.” The 
production incorporates original writing 
from participants in the facility’s 
Spoken Word class and examines small-
town life from the perspective of a very 
different kind of community, one lo-
cated within Northeast Correctional 
Center. 

Bailey is a St. Louis-based 
playwright who has previously collabo-
rated with Prison Performing Arts and 
artists at NECC, including on the pro-
duction “The Caverns of Wingwood.” 
Her play “Brontë Sister House Party” 
also received a St. Louis Theatre Circle 

Award for Outstanding New Play. 
The production is directed by Prison 

Performing Arts Artistic Director Ra-
chel Tibbetts. 

Members of the public interested in 
attending should also be aware of ad-
ditional requirements associated with 
entering the correctional facility. Ac-
cording to Prison Performing Arts, at-
tendees must be at least 18 years old 
and provide information for a Missouri 
Department of Corrections criminal-
history screening. Visitors may register 
for only one of the two performances 
and must also comply with NECC’s vis-
itor dress code and security require-
ments.

NECC’s Spoken Word Class To Perform



HUGE GARAGE / 
SHOP SALE - Come find 
anything and everything 
you either never knew you 
needed or never knew you 
wanted! Books, so many 
books, tractor shop man-
uals, tools, collectibles, 
shop lathe, project 
mowers, vintage items, 
women's clothes junior to 
xxl, furniture, antique hack 
saw, toys, kitchen equip-
ment, restaurant and 
kitchen supplies, tools, 
speed rack, military pins 
and patches, costume jew-
elry, medical equipment, 
Precious Moments, Ameri-
can Girl, there is literally 
too much to list! There is 
something for everyone! 
Two weekends of deals! 
Rain or shine! Cash, Pay-
Pal, and Venmo accepted. 
Sept. 11-13 & 24-27, 8 
a.m.- 5 p.m. 26949 High-
way 161, New Hartford. 
Watch for signs and the 
giant skeleton.  

GARAGE SALE - 
Multi-family, Thursday & 
Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
2315 N. Carolina, Louisi-
ana. Wooden ladders, 
vintage decor, chest of 
drawers, indoor smoke-
less grill, new Fit Bit, elec-
tric glass kettle, desk 
chair, lots bakeware, 
cook books, hand-cro-
cheted bedspreads, lots 
of clothes, men’s 3X, lots 
misc. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. Call 
for info 573-249-3333, 
m a r k t w a i n m o b i l e -
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
G r e g S . C D H @ o u t -
look.com.  

RENTALS AVAIL-
ABLE in Louisiana or 
Clarksville. Apartment 
1 or 2 bedroom, 3 
hourses to choose 
from. See to appreci-
ate. Call for info 636-
795-1808 or 
636-345-1925.SELF-
STORAGE - In Van-
dalia. Units in 3 sizes - 
10x20, 10x10, and 
8x10. L&S Storage, 
573-248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224. 
(tf) 

 
 

PUPPIES to give 
away to good homes. 
Idaho Shag mother 
(combination Aerdale, 
Border Collie, Austral-
ian Shepherd. Gentle, 
loving, smart. Text Re-
becca at 573-470-
2582. Leave a 
message, your 
numner, and I will call 
you back. (c3-43) 

 
MO Firearms Co. In-

ventory closeout. Fire-
arms, ammunition 
switchblades and re-
loading supplies at 
cost. 573-470-9111 . 
(x6-43) 

 
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176.  

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light truck, 
$15 & up. Vandalia 
Firestone & Appliance, 
594-6624.  

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible 
for injuries or acci-
dents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property.  

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside house clean-
ing, soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Louisi-
ana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
 

GEEKY HILLBILLY 
COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic 
pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 
auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Louisi-
ana, 754-5812. (tf) 

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great 
personal gifts. 217-
656-3654 annahcx-
@gmail.com. (tf)

MOBILE HOMES
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 9 A.M.  
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GARAGE SALES FOR SALE

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$46,525

Stock #T5195A 
2024 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST,  

Exterior Color Jet Black,   
29,107 Miles,  
4-Wheel Drive

Poage Ford

WE WELCOME YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS

Vandalia Barber Shop 
215B S. Main - Vandalia 
573-594-3521 
Tuesday - Wednesday - 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 
Harold Williams 

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy & staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling Green

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

NO HUNTING

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

SERVICES

SERVICES

The BONCL R-X School District has an 
immediate opening for a part time custo-
dian for the 2026-2027 school year. 

An Application for Employment may be 
obtained on the district’s website at 
www.bonclbluejays.com or by contacting 
BONCL R-X School at 573-754-5412. 

Review of applications will begin imme-
diately and the position will remain open 
until filled. Applicants should submit an ap-
plication via email to: employment@boncl-
bluejays.com or by mail to: BONCL R-X 
School District, Attn: Leslie Lovell, Super-
intendent 23526 Pike 9247 Louisiana, MO 
63353. 

The BONCL R-X School District is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT
WE WELCOME YOUR  

LOCAL NEWS

SERVICES
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Bowling Green Heritage Day

The Bowling Green High School Marching Band led the way for the 2026 Her-
itage Day held Saturday, Sept. 12 in downtown Bowling Green.

Bowling Green Fire Department member Don Nacke gives a toot of the horn 
on Saturday, Sept. 12 at the 2026 Heritage Day held in downtown Bowling Green.

Pike County Hospice coordinator Kelsey Millinder and other employees of the 
the department participated in the 2026 Heritage Day parade in downtown Bowl-
ing Green.

Bubbles, Bubbles everywhere on one of the floats in the 2026 Bowling Green 
Heritage Day parade held Saturday, Sept. 12 in downtown Bowling Green.

Clarksville VFW Auxil-
iary President Mary Tar-
pein prepares to throw 
out more candy on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12 in the 
2026 Heritage Day 
parade in downtown 
Bowling Green.

Bowling Green Code 
Enforcement Officer Tony 
Windmiller is pictured at 
the 2026 Bowling Green 
Heritage Day on the 
square.

Trib Photos 
By  

Kimberly 
Chandler
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