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Auctioneer Likes Idea Of Honey Shuck Roast

In the Air Force, Bill Un-
sell protected America’s top 
planes. 

But now, he’s letting his 
guard down, at least for a 
couple of hours. 

The 79-year-old auction-
eer is the guest of honor at 
the sixth annual Champ 
Clark Honey Shuck Restor-
ation Inc. fund-raising roast. 
The event is Saturday, Oct. 
24, at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall in St. Clement.  
Tickets are on sale now. 

“It’ll be fun,” said Unsell, 
who’s been calling auctions 
for 50 years. 

The Frankford native was 
stationed at an airfield on 
Okinawa for part of his four 
years in the service. His job 
was to protect fighter jets, 
bombers and other aircraft. 
It could be lonely and bor-
ing, but also very loud. 

“They almost shake you 
out of your shoes,” he said. 

To pass the time, Unsell 
began “crying” – the term 
auctioneers use for their 

vocal talent. Upon returning 
home, he started auctioneer-
ing from a storefront on 
Main Street in Frankford. 
For many years, he also 
called for sales at the Ashley 
Community Center. 

“It’s the people you meet 
that you couldn’t meet any 
other time,” Unsell said. 
“It’s like one big family. 
You meet a lot of nice, nice 
people…and a few others.” 

Though he doesn’t do 
anything special to keep his 
voice strong, Unsell does 
not smoke or drink. 

“It was God-given to 
me,” he said of the vocal 
ability. “I thank the good 
Lord for giving me the op-
portunity to do this.” 

As the Honey Shuck 
roastee, Unsell gets to 
choose the people who will 
roast him. He’s selected Bill 
Allen, Kent Betts and Chad 
Perkins. 

The trouble is, Unsell is 
well known as a fair, honest 
and unselfish man. So, find-
ing something with which to 
skewer him may be diffi-
cult. Then again, roasters 
delighted in digging up 
zingers when the impec-
cable Charlene McCune 
was sizzled at the second 
Honey Shuck roast. Others 
who have faced the flames 
are the late Bill McIlroy, 
Ansel Niemeyer, the late 
Talley Saucier and Walter 
Logan. 

Allen is an auctioneer 
who’s been close to Unsell 
for 40 years. Perhaps that’s 

why it’s hard, at least until 
Oct. 24, for him to throw 
any barbs at his buddy. 

“He’s interesting,” Allen 
said. “He’s a very caring 
guy. He tries to help a lot of   
people whenever he can. 
He’s always been a good 
friend and a good mentor.” 

Unsell gave up his busi-
ness and quit auctioneering 
for a few years after a heart 
attack in 2004, but began 
calling again for Thornhill 
Real Estate & Auction Co. 
of Troy. 

“They’ve been the best,” 
he said. 

The roast will include…
go figure…an auction of do-
nated items. Checks for 
tickets may be sent to 
Honey Shuck Roast, P.O. 
Box 162, Bowling Green, 
Mo., 63334. Deadline is 
Oct. 20. People may also 
use Venmo or call Larry 
Twellman at 573-470-6007. 

Proceeds will be used for 
maintenance at Honey 
Shuck. In the last four years, 
the house at 207 E. Champ 
Clark Drive in Bowling 
Green has been painted, 
new signage has been added 
and additional property im-
provements have been 
made. 

 
Unsell has a time-tested 

tip for others who may be 
interested in auctioneering. 
It’s reflective of the Pike 
County work ethic that’s 
made him such a success. 

“Jump in and swim as 
fast and as hard as you can.”
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DNR Awards $16,000 Grant To Farber
The Missouri Department 

of Natural Resources has 
awarded a $16,000 Clean 
Water Engineering Report 
Grant to the city of Farber to 
evaluate the city’s waste-
water system.   

Through its Clean Water 
Engineering Report Grant 
program, the department 
offers funding to qualified 
small communities to help 
with evaluating public 
wastewater system improve-
ments. Farber will use its 
grant to identify wastewater 
system improvements 
needed to continue reliable 
service and to meet permit 
requirements. 

Wastewater systems are 
essential infrastructure that 
support every community’s 
health and economic vital-
ity. Through this grant, qual-
ified communities can 
thoroughly assess their 
wastewater systems and 
identify improvements for 
better efficiency, effective-
ness and service. During the 
assessment, communities 
can determine what actions 
are needed to address cur-
rent needs and plan for fu-
ture growth and 
development.  

The department is com-
mitted to assisting Missouri 
communities with water and 

wastewater infrastructure 
improvement projects. 
Through its Financial Assis-
tance Center, the department 
provides funding opportuni-
ties for qualified com-
munities with water quality, 
wastewater and drinking 
water infrastructure needs. 
This project will be funded 
wholly or in part with 
monies received from the 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.  

For more information on 
wastewater and drinking 
water funding opportunities, 
visit State Revolving Fund 
(SRF) Missouri Department 
of Natural Resources.          

Schumachers Are Pike MO Farm Family 
Brian and Jennifer Schumacher and family of Bowling Green were among the 

Missouri families honored at the 69th annual Missouri Farm Family Day on August 
17 during the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia.The Schumacher family was chosen 
as the Pike County Missouri Farm Family by University of Missouri Extension and 
the Pike County Farm Bureau. In addition to Brian and Jennifer their family in-
cludes daughters Avery, Brynlee, and Cambree. Each year, the Missouri State 
Fair designates a day to celebrate farm families from across the state who are 
engaged in production agriculture, demonstrate strong community involvement, 
and participate in outreach and youth development programs such as 4-H or FFA.  
The Schumacher family operates a 300-acre cow-calf operation, raising purebred 
Charolais and Red Angus cattle. Brian is the second generation to carry on the 
family operation, with his daughters now representing the third generation on the 
farm. The Schumacher family also owns and operates Feeders Grain and Farm 
Supply in Bowling Green. Through both their agricultural operation and local busi-
ness, the family is deeply rooted in the community and has been a strong sup-
porter of local youth, agriculture, and community programs. 

A letter was given to each 
board member on Friday, 
Sept. 18 that a re-vote will 
have to be held due to the 
fact that the land descrip-
tion was not correct in Wed-
nesday night’s motion. That 
meeting has not been sched-
uled as of press time. 

The Vandalia Board of 
Aldermen met Wednesday, 
Sept. 16 for a special meet-
ing to vote on the improve-
ments to the downtown 
parking lot. 

The meeting was held at 
the Modern Maturity Build-
ing to hold the nearly 70 
concerned citizens attend-
ing. 

The meeting began with 
those who signed up to 
share with the council their 
opinions. Debbie Ray was 
the first speaker who started 
off her three-minute time 
limit with asking those at-
tending to raise their hand if 
they were in favor of the 
downtown park project. Ev-
eryone attending raised their 
hand. She then asked for 
those opposed and the room 
fell quiet. 

Following Ray were  
Ryan Eskew who is the 
postmaster in Vandalia said 
he can’t think of a reason 
not to pass this vote. He 
asked for those against the 
project to tell why they are 
voting no. The businesses 
on Main Street would wel-
come more activity I would 
think.  

Mary Wallace spoke ask-
ing the aldermen to forget 
vendettas and do what is 

best for the community. She 
also said “we have been 
given an opportunity that 
other small communities 
would only dream of.” 

Former Vandalia City Al-
derman Ed Trower ad-
dressed the aldermen saying 
this is a once in a lifetime 
chance to make downtown 
Vandalia a beautiful and 
place for events, families, 
and tourists to visit. 

Marilyn Schlueter then 
took the podium. She 
pointed out that candidates 
are elected to have the cit-
izens in their ward best in-
terest when voting. She also 
gave thanks to the Rual 
Morris Foundation for the 
wonderful $500,000 grant 
they gave to the park proj-
ect.  

She said the park would 
take on a beautiful new life 
and no cost to the City of 
Vandalia. She said vendettas 
have no place in city gov-
ernment.  

Ron Morris addressed the 
alderman asking them for 
their support. He also said 
the park project will be an 
asset to the Vandalia com-
munity. He said his uncle 
Rual Morris formed the 
foundation to “help Van-
dalia.” The foundation has 
helped the YMCA and the 
Vandalia Library. He said 
both of these have greatly 
improved Vandalia.” He fin-
ished by said he felt it is 
only right to recognize Paul 
Ray and Cami Blackman for 
their tireless and time they 
have spent on the prelimi-

nary work for this project. 
Following the speakers 

Alderman John Weiser,  
made a motion to accept the 
lease agreement with a cou-
ple minor changes. The roll-
call vote to have the park 
project done was called for 
by Alderman Travis Case. 
The vote was Alderman 
Kevin Motley nay, Alder-
man Christy Lowrance yay, 
Alderman Weiser yay, Al-
derman David Crow nay, 
Alderman Sharon Chatman 
nay, and Alderman Case 
yay. So with a 3-3 tie, it was 
broken by Vandalia Mayor 
Pete Nasir with a yay vote to 
allow the Vandalia Histori-
cal Society to move forward 
with the project.  

The room erupted in joy 
and a standing ovation was 
held. 

Then a motion was made 
by Alderman Weiser to ac-
cept the lease agreement. 
The historical society had 
made it clear in earlier meet-
ings that they can not afford 
to pay the insurance on the 
property and maintain the 
property for 10 years. The 
historical society had told 
the board they were willing 
to maintain the park for one 
year, just not pay the insur-
ance as their funds cannot 
pay it. 

A roll-call vote was also 
taken for the motion and a 
4-2 vote from Alderman 
Case nay, Alderman Motley 
yay, Alderman Lowrance 
nay, Alderman Chatman 
yay, Alderman Weiser yay, 
and Alderman Crow yay. 

Vandalia Park Project Fails 
In 4-2 Vote At Special Meeting

Bill Unsell

Summer Utility Assistance Ending
 NECAC is reminding 

area residents that the appli-
cation deadline for summer 
utility assistance is Sept. 30. 

To qualify, applicants 
must have received a dis-
connect notice from their 
utility provider. The maxi-
mum accumulative amount 
they can receive is $300 be-
tween June 1 and Sept. 30. 

NECAC will need a dis-

connect notice and a receipt 
for any portion of the bill 
over the $300 limit from 
people who have received 
LIHEAP funds since last 
October and have not 
moved. An application, dis-
connect notice, previous 
month’s income and proof 
of Social Security number 
will be needed from those 
who have not received fund-

ing or have moved. 
Applications may be 

found at www.necac.org or 
at any of the agency’s 12 
county service centers in 
Northeast Missouri 

The winter portion of the 
program begins Nov. 1 for 
seniors and the disabled, and 
Dec. 1 for all others. More 
information is available by 
calling 573-324-0120.

Vandalia Prairie Days This Weekend
BY BRICE CHANDLER 

EDITOR 
The season of Fall festi-

vals is well underway, with 
Bowling Green’s  Champ 
Clark Heritage Festival on 
Sept. 12  and Vandalia’s 
Prairie Days up next. This 
year’s Prairie Days features 
a big musical lineup for both 
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 
25-26. 

Prairie Days will host a 
variety of entertainment and 
food for the entire family. 
On Friday, the Historical 
Museum will be open from 
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. this year. 
There will also be a corn-
hole tournament held at 
Horseshoe Park starting at 
6:00 p.m. 

There’s a big music line 
up for entertainment this 
year.  

For Friday night’s enter-
tainment, Gary Bishop & 
Synergy Band will kick 
things off with a variety of 
rock starting at 5 p.m. on the 
main stage. Scott and Me-
chelle will follow them 
starting at 6:30 p.m.  

Friday night’s headline 
act is former The Voice con-
testant Eli Ward, who takes 
the stage at 8 p.m. 

The Waterloo, Illinois, 
native appeared on Season 
24 of NBC’s The Voice in 
2023, earning chair turns 
from both Gwen Stefani and 
Reba McEntire with his per-
formance of Lewis Ca-
paldi’s “Bruises.” Ward 
chose to join Team Gwen 
and advanced to the Battle 
Round of the competition. 

Before pursuing music 
full-time, Ward was also a 

Division I distance runner at 
the University of Iowa. The 
singer-songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist has since 
made his way to Nashville, 
where he continues to write, 
perform and produce music. 

The celebration continues 
Saturday morning with the 
YMCA’s Fall 5K starting at 
7:30 a.m. Registration for 
the run begins at 7 a.m. 

The Museum will be 
open once again with tours 
starting at 8:30 a.m. with 
downtown walking tours at 
9 and 10 a.m., and home 
tours every half hour from 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Craft vendors will open 
at 10 a.m. with LaFemme 
Club returning to sell their 
most popular pies again this 
year at the Historical 
Church.  There will also be 
two live reenactments on 
State and Lindell Street per-
formed by the Regulators. 

And of course, no festival 
would be complete without 
a parade.   

The annual Prairie Days 
Parade will line up at the 
ballfield on Bland St. at 10 
a.m. and hit Main Street 
around 11 a.m.   

Children will have an op-
portunity to burn off all the 
candy gathered from the 
parade in the bounce houses 
and petting zoo in the Kids 
Area from 1-6 p.m. 

The Chamber of Com-
merce is sponsoring Bingo 
under the big top tent start-
ing at 3:30 p.m. 

The annual Car Cruise-in 
begins at 4:00 p.m. this year. 

And the music continues 
with River’s Edge Band 

starting at 1:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by returning per-
formers Scott and Mechelle 
at 4 p.m. 

Vandalia’s own Travis 
Gibson takes the stage at 6 
p.m. Gibson is no stranger 
to the Prairie Days stage, 
having closed out the festi-
val as the featured evening 
performer in past years. The 
Missouri singer-songwriter 
released Hometown Fix in 
2018 and has continued re-
leasing new music in recent 
years, including “Me & 
You” in 2024, “Time To 
Go” in 2025 and his latest 
single “Don’t waste your 
time” in May 2026. 

This year’s headline act 
brings another Vandalia 
native back home. Caleb 
“Bones” Owens, a Van-Far 
graduate, takes the stage at 
8 p.m. Owens grew up in 
Vandalia before moving to 
Nashville in 2005, where he 
built a career as a singer, 
songwriter and guitarist. 
Along the way, he has 
worked as a studio and tour-
ing musician with artists in-
cluding Yelawolf, Jelly Roll, 
Mikky Ekko and Bon Jovi, 
while his touring résumé in-
cludes runs with Whiskey 
Myers, Koe Wetzel and 
Kaleo. 

Owens has since stepped 
into the spotlight with his 
own blend of rock, blues, 
Americana and alternative 
influences. His latest full-
length album, Best Western, 
was released in 2025 
through Thirty Tigers and 
includes a title-track col-
laboration with longtime 
collaborator Yelawolf.

Eolia Homecoming Is Saturday
The Village of Eolia will 

celebrate its annual Home-
coming on Saturday, Sept. 
26, with this year’s festiv-
ities centered around the 
theme “America 250.” 

Events begin with the 
Homecoming Parade at 10 
a.m. Parade line-up starts at 
9:30 a.m. at PLTC, while 
walkers will line up at Col-
lege Circle and North Main 
Street. 

Following the parade, ac-
tivities will continue 
throughout the park and 
downtown area. A Vendor 
Fair will run from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. in the park, while a 
Car Show sponsored by the 
Eolia Veteran’s Coffee Talk 
will be held along North 
Main Street from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Families can also enjoy a 
bounce house and dunk 

booth in the park from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The Homecoming Com-
mittee will serve taco 
lunches for purchase inside 
the Community Building 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 
Registration forms and 

additional information are 
available through the Vil-
lage of Eolia’s website at 
eoliamo.gov/homecoming.

Vandalia Prairie Days 
Schedule Of Events 

On Page 6 Of Today’s Tribune
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PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS 
 TO WORK FOR YOU

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION 
MONDAY COLUMBUS DAY, Oct. 12, 2026 

At 12:30 P.M. 
SALE SITE: 16051 Pike 282; Bowling Green, MO 63334 
DIRECTIONS: From Troy, MO take Hwy 61 North to the Bowling Green Hwy 161-Busi-
ness 61 Ashley Exit ramp, at top of ramp, turn right, go approx. 450’ turn left to 2nd place 
on right (#16051).  

REAL ESTATE: 2 acres m/l in Section 30 TWP 53N R2W in Pike County MO. being 
approx. 160’ wide X 544.9’ deep. Exact legal to govern. 

Improvements include a 25’x56’ ranch home featuring 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, living 
room, kitchen, & dining room. Home is on a crawl space & slab.  

Updates include complete tear off & new roof approx. 2 years old, vinyl siding & up-
dated windows, interior in the middle of remodel, kitchen appliances & laminate flooring 
(new in box) stay with home. 

Home is on rural water w/septic and not in the city limits. 
Investors take note: Finish interior for office space or rental. Tract lays nice with easy 

access to Hwy 61, prime business location & not in the city limits. 
NOTE: Due to the law on lead based paint & lead based paint hazards on any home 

built prior to 1978, any inspections for lead base paint by a purchaser must be done 10 
days prior to the auction.  

Open House on the Real Estate on Thursday, October 1, 2026 from  
5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.  
48’ box trailer used for storage sells separately from the real estate.  
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Prime location, just North & East of the exit ramp, visible 

from Hwy 61 with commercial on each side; storage unit & wrecker service. See you at 
the sale. David, Dusty & Bill  

OWNERS:  
PAUL EDWARD GRIGSBY JR., ROWENA GRIGSBY 

& HEIRS OF LAURA PARK ESTATE 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 Troy Office: 636-366-4206       

Thornhillauction.com

DAVID THORNHILL 
314-393-7241 

Troy, MO

DUSTY THORNHILL 
314-393-4726 

Troy, MO

BILL UNSELL 
573-470-0037 
Frankford, MO

Auctioneers

During fall, many gar-
deners plant popular spring-
flowering bulbs like 
narcissus, tulips and hya-
cinths. 

“Fall also is a good time 
to plant lilies,” said Univer-
sity of Missouri Extension 
horticulturist David Trin-
klein. 

“True” lilies are different 
from other spring bulbs and 
several other plants with the 
word “lily” in their common 
name such as daylily, lily-
of-the-valley and blackberry 
lily. The bulbs of true lilies 
are composed of fleshy 
scales without a protective 
covering. 

Prized for their striking 
color and fragrance, lilies 
add vertical elegance to gar-
dens while using minimal 
ground space. When prop-
erly planted and cared for, 
these resilient perennials 
offer continuous summer 
blooms while attracting 
helpful pollinators like but-
terflies and hummingbirds, 
Trinklein said. 

Lilies have a rich history 
spanning thousands of 
years. In ancient Mesopota-
mia and the Mediterranean, 
lilies were cultivated for 
food, medicine and orna-
mentation. The earliest 
known visual record of the 
flower is a fresco from 
around 1580 B.C. found on 
the island of Crete. 

In ancient Greece it was 
said that white lilies sprang 
from the breast milk of 
Hera, while the Romans as-
sociated them with Venus. 
In Christianity, the white 
Madonna lily became an en-
during symbol of the Virgin 
Mary’s purity. During the 
Victorian Era, botanists 
traveled the globe to find 
new varieties. 

Some of the more pop-
ular lilies are Asiatic lily, 
Oriental lily, tiger lily, royal 
(regale) lily and strains of 
Aurelian (trumpet) lily such 

as African Queen, Golden 
Splendor, Beijing Moon, 
Pink Perfection and Lady 
Alice. The range of size, 
color and form of lily seems 
almost endless, Trinklein 
said. 

Unlike spring-flowering 
bulbs, lilies are never com-
pletely dormant and must be 
handled carefully when they 
are not in the soil. They lose 
moisture quickly, and wilted 
bulbs lead to poor growth 
and few, if any, flowers. 

Lilies may be planted in 
fall any time before the 
ground freezes. An excep-
tion is the Madonna lily, 
which should be planted in 
late summer or very early 
fall to give it enough time to 
develop top growth before 
cold weather arrives. 

Lilies require loose, fer-
tile and exceptionally well-
draining ground to prevent 
bulb rot. Start by loosening 
the existing soil to a depth 
of 12 to 15 inches to give 
lilies’ deep root systems 
room to expand. Incorporate 
a heavy layer of organic 
matter (such as compost, 
leaf mold or aged manure) 
to improve soil structure and 
boost nutrients. Lilies prefer 
a slightly acidic to neutral 
pH between 6.0 and 6.5. 
Add sulfur to lower the pH 
or lime to raise it if a soil 
test shows extreme levels. 

Planting technique is es-
sential to give lilies a strong 
start and ensure vibrant 
blooms. Begin by digging a 
hole 2-3 times deeper than 
the height of the bulb, which 

generally translates to plant-
ing them 6-8 inches deep. 
This keeps the bulbs cool 
during summer and pro-
vides structural support for 
the tall stems. 

Place the bulb in the hole 
with its pointed end facing 
upward and its roots spread-
ing downward. Space bulbs 
8-12 inches apart to leave 
room for air circulation and 
future growth. Once bulbs 
are positioned, fill the hole 
with soil, press down gently 
to eliminate large air 
pockets, and water the area 
thoroughly to settle the 
ground around the roots. 

Care after planting fo-
cuses on consistent mois-
ture, nutrition and structural 
support to ensure healthy 
growth. Water deeply once a 
week, making sure the soil 
stays moist but not water-
logged to prevent root rot. 
Apply a 2-inch layer of or-
ganic mulch, such as shred-
ded bark, to keep the roots 
cool, retain moisture and 
suppress weeds. 

When green shoots 
emerge in the spring, apply 
a balanced, slow-release fer-
tilizer such as10-10-10, and 
repeat the application right 
before the flowers open. As 
plants grow, install stakes 
for taller varieties to prevent 
strong winds from toppling 
flower stems. 

Finally, immediately re-
move faded blooms to pre-
vent seed production, which 
redirects the plant’s energy 
back into the bulb for next 
year’s growth.

Plant True Lilies In Fall For Striking Spring Color

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Rural Devel-
opment is accepting Letters 
of Interest for the Powering 
Affordable Reliable Tech-
nology (PART) Energy Pro-
gram. PART offers partially 
forgivable loans to invest in 
infrastructure that produces 
electricity from hydro, geo-
thermal or biomass energy 
sources as well as invest-
ments in energy storage sys-
tems to make intermittent 
renewable energy systems 
more reliable. 

 
This program is admin-

istered through USDA Rural 
Development’s Rural Util-
ities Service (RUS). In-
dividual awards for partially 
forgivable loans will range 
between $1 million and 
$100 million and will sup-
port affordable power for 
American families, and in-
frastructure that keeps pace 
with economic expansion. 

Eligible projects receiving 
funding may be granted loan 
forgiveness up to 40 per-
cent. 

"Rural Missouri’s eco-
nomic grit depends on a 
rock-solid, resilient power 
grid. By leveraging this fed-
eral funding window, our 
communities can capture a 
portion of the $410 million 
budget to build localized 
energy storage systems, en-
suring our rural manufactur-
ing plants and ag operations 
stay competitive and run-
ning smoothly,” said the 
Missouri Rural Devel-
opment State Director Ben 
Baker. “By investing in 
energy storage and renew-
ables, this program ensures 
our clean energy future is 
both affordable and depend-
able.” 

Loan funds applicants to 
finance power generation 
projects for Renewable 
Energy Resource systems or 

Energy Storage Systems 
that support Renewable 
Energy Resource projects. 
Approximately $410 mil-
lion in appropriated budget 
authority funding is avail-
able under this program. 

RUS is accepting Letters 
of Interest now until Oct. 9, 
2026. 

Operating electric util-
ities are eligible to apply in-
cluding those organized as 
for-profit organizations, 
state or local municipal util-
ities, Tribally owned util-
ities, Alaska Native 
corporation owned utilities, 
nonprofit electric utility, 
electric cooperative or other 
certificated electric utilities. 

For more information on 
this program, visit the pro-
gram page online and re-
view the full Notice of 
Funding Opportunity. 

 
Learn more online at 

www.rd.usda.gov/mo.

USDA Accepts Letters Of Interest For 
$410M In New Energy Funding

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) is beginning to re-
ceive some reports of hem-
orrhagic disease (HD) in 
deer this summer and is ask-
ing the public to help deter-
mine the extent of the 
disease by reporting sus-
pected cases. 

HD is a general term for 
two related viruses: epizoo-
tic hemorrhagic disease 
(EHD) and bluetongue 
(BTV). They are spread to 
deer through the bite of a 
tiny, native midge, often 
called a “no-see-um” or 
“gnat.” 

Reports from the public 
help biologists monitor deer 
health and better understand 
the impacts of the disease. 

“Hemorrhagic disease is 
a naturally occurring virus 
in Missouri’s deer popula-
tion,” explained MDC Wild-
life Health Program 
Supervisor Brigid Nie-
meyer. “Outbreaks are most 
common between July and 
October and typically end 
after a heavy frost kills the 
midges that spread the 

virus.” 
Signs of HD in deer can 

include reluctance to move; 
difficulty breathing; swell-
ing of the head, neck, or 
tongue; and unusual behav-
ior such as appearing dazed 
or unresponsive. The virus 
can cause high fever, 
prompting infected deer to 
seek water. Deer that die 
from HD are often found in 
or near water. Death can 
occur within days of infec-
tion, though some deer sur-
vive and develop immunity. 
There is no cure or vaccine 
for HD. 

HD kills deer quickly, 
making the effects of the 
disease highly visible. Ho-
wever, the disease does not 
have long-term effects on 
the overall health or sustain-
ability of Missouri deer 
herd. Even after a severe 
outbreak, the deer popula-
tion recovers within a few 
years. 

“We care deeply about 
Missouri deer and deer 
hunting,” Niemeyer said. 
“By reporting suspected 
cases of HD, members of 

the public can help us track 
where the disease is occur-
ring and how it’s affecting 
deer numbers in specific 
areas.” 

Missouri’s most severe 
HD outbreak occurred in 
2012 during an extreme 
drought when deer gathered 
around limited water 
sources, increasing their ex-
posure to infected midges. 

Learn more about hemor-
rhagic disease at 
mdc.mo.gov/wildlife/wild-
life-diseases/hemorrhagic-
disease. 

To report a suspected 
case of HD, contact the 
local MDC office or speak 
with a conservation agent. 
Find local MDC offices and 
agents online at 
mdc.mo.gov/contact-en-
gage/local-mdc-contacts. 

 
People can also report 

suspected cases online 
through MDC’s Wildlife 
Health Event Reporting Ap-
plication at 
mdc12.mdc.mo.gov/appli-
cations/WildlifeHealthRe-
porting.

MDC Asks Public To Report  
Hemorrhagic Disease In Deer

SNHU Announces 
Summer President’s List

Laura Minor of Louisi-
ana has been named to 
Southern New Hampshire 
University's (SNHU) 
summer 2026 president's 
list. The summer terms run 
from May-August. 

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for 
the reporting term are 
named to the President's 
List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 
credits over each 16-week 
term or paired eight-week 
terms grouped in fall, 
winter/spring, and summer.

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
300-400 
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700-800 
800-900 
900-1000
Others

Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Feeder Sale Report For 9-14-2026      Monday Receipts 1,805Head
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 ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Select

VFW Post 2173 Auxiliary 
Recognizes Longtime Members

Ann Wasson

The VFW Auxiliary to 
Post 2173 would like to rec-
ognize three of their long-
time members.  

Ann Wasson was married 
to the late James Wasson 
(Post member) and has been 
an Auxiliary member for 78 
years. She has served as 
president and several other 
offices over the years and 
was always in attendance at 
the meetings. Ann helped 
every year handing out 
poppies when she was able 
and helped with bingo every 
week when the Post still had 
the hall and sponsored 
bingo.  

Donna DeTienne was 
married to the late John De-
Tienne (Post member) and 

has been a member for 33 
years. Donna served as pres-
ident and other offices over 
the years. She also helped 
with bingo every week and 
handed out poppies every 
year when she was able.  

Leona Goodman was 
married to the late Paul 
Goodman (Post member) 
and has been an Auxiliary 
Member for 59 years. She 
served as secretary and 
other offices. Leona also 
helped with many of the 
Auxiliary activities.  

 
The Auxiliary is so ap-

preciative of these ladies for 
their service over the years 
and all they have done to 
support the Veterans.

Donna DeTienne

Leona Goodman
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Pike To Pike . . .

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

Whoso keepeth his mouth and 
his tongue keepeth his soul from 
troubles.  Proverbs 21:23 

First day of fall has finally ar-
rived. This is my favorite season of 
the year. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries for 
the week of Sept. 23 -30, 2026: 

Sept. 23 - Bob Lipcamon, Jeff 
Fesler, Mary Cobb, Shevi McCoy 

Sept. 24 - Avery Bradshaw, 
Edith Turner, Jaime Syrcle, Luke 
Smith 

Sept. 25 - Melissa Johnston 
Sept. 26 - Mckenzie Gwartney, 

Mary and Sean Massie 
Sept. 27 - Clint Weir, Tasha 

Kirk 
Sept. 28 - Nicole Browning, Jon 

and Kerensa Webel 
Sept. 29 - Elizabeth Rudd, 

Emily Rhodes, Pennie Rush, Penny 

Tedrow, Bill and Laura Grimsley, 
Nic and Kristina Carter 

Sept. 30 - Rachel McCaherty, 
Vanessa Edgar 

-Deepest sympathy is extended 
to Laura Goree over the passing of 
her son Kenny Goree. Laura is 
Jamie's sister.  

-Jamie Niffen and Wyvetta 
Davis called on Laura Goree of 
Bowling Green, Missouri, Saturday 
morning. We enjoyed visiting with 
Laura's daughter Lisa Verosa of 
North Carolina while there. While 
there Laura and Jamie's sister 

Brenda Culp of Booneville, Mis-
souri, also stopped by and visited. 

-The Big River Band had an ex-
cellent crowd of 51 present Sat-
urday evening at the Pike County 
Senior Center.  

 
SEPTEMBER DATES TO 

MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR: 
Friday, Sept. 25 -- Buggs' 

Family Opry -- in Pearl -- music 
starts at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 3-- Big River 
Band -- Pike County Senior Center 
-- music starts at 6:30 p.m.

Last Sunday night I had an 
amazing experience visiting with 
JoAnn, the widow of Cotton Fitz-
simmons. On the eve of the Annual 
Cotton Fitzsimmons Memorial Golf 
Tournament, there was a meet and 
greet held in the Moberly Com-
munity College Activity Center, and 
the Director of Alumni Affairs ex-
tended an invitation for 
me to attend the event on 
campus.  

JoAnn had just arrived, 
and even though we have 
spoken on numerous oc-
casions, this is the first 
time I had the opportunity 
to meet her. What a won-
derful lady she is, let me 
just tell you. 

I heard stories from 
players who Cotton used 
to coach at both the col-
lege and professional levels. I 
heard accounts from the Team Dr. 
of the Phoenix Suns, where Cotton 
spent most of his professional 
coaching days at. I sure wish that I 
would have had the opportunity to 
meet Cotton, because through 
choked up voices, and grown 
men’s teary-eyed testimonies, I 
knew that he was some kind of a 
special human being. 

One story that stands out to me 
was told by Scott Wedman who 
won two NBA Championships, 
both with the Boston Celtics in the 
mid 80’s. Scott played for Cotton 
as a member of the Kansas City 
Kings before heading to Boston. 
Scott recalls seeing Cotton open 
his wallet and hand a professional 
basketball player a wad of money. 

Scott recalled that the young ath-
lete had fallen on some hard times, 
but Cotton was there to give him 
the boost he needed. 

The theme of the night by all 
speakers was that Cotton treated 
all of his players as his family. If I 
heard it once, I heard it a hundred 
times how he passionately cared 

for all his guys. JoAnn had 
always told me that, but 
hearing the stories from all 
of these different people 
validated every word that 
Joann had ever said to 
me. 

As I was getting ready to 
leave, JoAnn handed me 
a folder, and inside of it 
was Cotton’s 1949 Bowl-
ing Green Bobcat year-
book. It is a paperback 
book, but is in great shape 

for its age. The front is solid gray, 
with an embossed title that reads 
“The Speaker, 1949”. Inside the 
front cover is Cotton’s signature 
curvaceously spelled out like he 
knew it was going to eventually be 
an autograph. I quickly donated 
the yearbook to the Bowling Green 
High School to be placed in the tro-
phy case and displayed for years 
to come. 

 
Cotton learned all of these great 

traits right here. He is the poster-
child of what it means to be a 
member of this community. It 
shaped him, nurtured him, and it 
created the man that he would be-
come. He was from Bowling 
Green, Missouri, and it is our duty 
to make sure his legacy is forever 
alive. Help me bring Cotton home?

From The Mayor’s Desk...

TOM THOMPSON-MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

It may be hard to imagine 
a tree scape of red, orange 
and yellow leaves with tem-
peratures still reaching the 
90s, but fall and all the 
beauty that comes with it is 
right around the corner. For 
those chasing that fall feel-
ing, the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) offers weekly fall 
color updates from agency 
foresters all over the state at 
mdc.mo.gov/fallcolor. 

Missourians have many 
opportunities to see fall 
color, as the variety of trees 
in the state offer changing 
colors that may last six to 
eight weeks. Sassafras, 
sumac, and Virginia creeper 
are some of the earliest to 
change, beginning mid-Sep-
tember. By the end of the 
month, black gum, bitter-
sweet and dogwoods are 
turning. The peak of fall 
color hits around mid-Oc-
tober. 

The progression of color 

change is predictable, but it 
can vary depending on 
weather conditions leading 
up to fall months. 

“The majority of central 
and north Missouri has had 
adequate moisture, so we 
should have good fall 
color,” said MDC Forestry 
Field Programs Supervisor 
Russell Hinnah. “With the 
droughty conditions in 
southern Missouri, particu-
larly in the southwest, we 
could see muted colors, a 
shortened window of color 
and even early leaf drop.” 

Bright sunny days, cou-
pled with cool nights, in the 
beginning of September can 
be the perfect setting to 
bring bright and vibrant fall 
colors, according to Hinnah. 

“We need cool nights, but 
not below freezing,” Hinnah 
explained. “An early freeze 
can damage leaf tissue be-
fore color is fully developed 
and cause leaves to drop 
prematurely.” 

Fall color is the perfect 
backdrop for outdoor activ-
ities, such as hiking, camp-
ing or even floating. MDC 
conservation areas or Mis-
souri state parks are won-
derful places to take in the 
beauty of fall. 

The changing colors are 
not just limited to trees. 
Prairies and roadsides offer 
a beautiful mix of purple, 
olive and auburn as wild-
flowers, shrubs and grasses 
change with the season. 
Those looking for fall colors 
should seek out environ-
ments with mature trees, 
such as parks or older neigh-
borhoods. 

 
MDC provides its annual 

fall color update at 
mdc .mo.gov/ fa l l co lor. 
Weekly reports include what 
species of trees are turning 
and suggests the best places 
to view the fall color. The 
updates run now through 
November.

Follow Fall Foliage With MDC’s 
Fall Color Report

WEEKLY 
RAFFLES

Authorized Dealer 
Benelli 
Stoeger 
Uberti 
Franchi

PAYNESVILLE HOMECOMING 
SATURDAY, OCT. 3 

Parade 10 a.m. (Line up Hall Lot 9:15 a.m.-9:30 a.m.) 
Opening Ceremony 11 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. Memorial ceremony for Steve Eisele (former 
board member)            Noon - Cake and Dessert Auction 
12:30 p.m. Lucky Game       1 p.m.- Corn Hole Tournament 
1 p.m. band- (Push) from St. Charles 
2 p.m. Motorcycle Judging &  
Memorial Service for Joe Westfall 
3 p.m. 50/50 Drawing 
All Day Bounce House, Childrens Games and Face Painting, 
Food Vendors, BBQ- Clarksville VFW, Fish & Chili- Lamont & Julie 
Davis, Chicken & Potatoes Darrell Chatman & Virginia, Funnel 
Cakes- Mike and Amy Cooke, Pour Decisions(Dirty Sodas) Kylee 
Chatman, Sourdough Breads etc- Johanna Farmlands, Pulled 
Pork- Tom Leake - Craft Vendors etc. 
Quilts & Crafts- Beth Reading, Woodworking-Anrhony Vincient, 
Crafts- Becky O'Neal, Honey- Bee Haven Farms, Crafts etc- Sara 
Dunn and Mom, and Pumpkins- Tom Bowles 
Everyone welcome to come have a Fun-Filled Day 



Charles Ray 
Cowan 

Charles Ray Cowan, 71, 
of Vandalia died at home 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2026. 

Charles was born July 30, 
1955, near Roscoeto Virgil 
and Rosa Robinson Cowan. 

At a young age, Charles 
accepted Christ as his Lord 
and Savior. During his time 
of illness, he laid his trust in 
God for strength and guid-
ance. At 17, he enlisted in the 
United States Army and also 
served in the National 
Guard. In his time of service, 
he was able to travel and ex-
perience the good and bad of 
military life. His 18th birth-
day was spent in Germany 
on a training mission. Many 
fond memories were made 
and later told with pride of 
his service. 

Later in life, Charles 
served as a police officer and 
retired from the Department 
of Correction as a sergeant 
after 29 years. During his 
time with the department, he 
worked at numerous institu-
tions. 

Charles was an avid 
hunter and loved to fish as 
well. He enjoyed taking 
hunting trips to the states of 
Idaho and Colorado. Oh, the 
stories that were told of the 
deer that was shot in a blind-
ing snowstorm. He really en-
joyed snagging for 
spoonbills and the challenge 
of reeling them in. 

A loving husband to his 
wife, Julie, survivor of the 
home. Children are Jaime 
Picton of Lamar, Ark., Jamie 
Ennis and husband, Chad of 
Austin, Texas, Laura Casa-
grande and husband, Rob of 
St. Peters, and Sarah Saleh of 
Farber as well as several 
grandchildren. 

Charles was one of 17 
children born to the Cowan 
family. Surviving siblings 
are Virginia “Ginger” Baker, 
Barbara Nichols and hus-
band, Mike, Lois Gregory 
and husband, Terry of 
Malden, Debi Hopper of Per-
ryville, Chester Cowan and 
wife, Joyce of Florida, John 
Cowan of Springfield, Greg 
Cowan of Lebanon, and Eric 
Cowan of Arkansas. Also 
surviving are brothers-in-
law, Robert Bryant of Har-
viell, and Jim Moore of 
Arnold; and sister-in-law, 
Irene Cowan of Wentzville. 

Charles was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
family members, Virgil Lee, 
Richard, Robert, Delmer, 
Grover, and Clarence 
Cowan, Ruby Bryant, and 
Vivan Moore. 

Funeral services for 
Charles were Saturday at 
noon at Bienhoff Funeral 
Home in Vandalia with pas-
tor Robin Terrell officiating. 
Burial followed in the Van-
dalia Cemetery. 

Visitation was Saturday 
from 11 a.m., until the time 
of the service at the funeral 
home. 

Pallbearers were Robert 
Casagrande, Chad Ennis, 
Samuel Ennis, Ray Rueve, 
Jackson Saleh, and Brysyn 
Picton. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and 
mailed c/o Bienhoff Funeral 
Home PO Box 54 Vandalia, 
MO 63382. 

Diane Bueler 
Diane Bueler, 64, of Han-

nibal died Saturday, Sept. 12, 
2026, at her home. 

There will be no services. 
Arrangements for crema-

tion are under the direction 
of the James O'Donnell Fu-
neral Home in Hannibal. 

Patricia Diane Bueler was 
born March 9, 1962, in Han-
nibal to Darrell Lucas and 
Joan Cash Sorrell. 

Survivors include three 
children, Chris Bueler, 
Courtney Bueler Matchett 
and husband, Ethan, and 
Caitlyn Bueler; two sisters, 
Karen Clayton and husband, 
Chuck, and Shelia Stengel 
and husband, Benjamin; and 
two grandchildren, Sophia 
Matchett and Elliott Match-
ett. She is also survived by 
her beloved companion, 
James "Jim" Hurlburt. 

Diane was preceded in 
death by her father, Darrell. 

She was a 1980 graduate 
from Bowling Green High 
School. She attended Culver-
Stockton College-Canton 
where she graduated in 1989. 

Professionally, Diane was 
a commodity manager at 
Watlow in Hannibal. She re-
tired after 39 years of serv-
ice. 

Diane found joy in the 
comforts of home and in the 
many interests that reflected 
her thoughtful and engaging 
nature. She loved cooking 
and took pride in preparing 
meals that brought people to-
gether around the table. No-
body could cook like Diane. 

She also had a remarkable 
talent for cast-iron restora-
tion, a pursuit that reflected 
both her patience and her re-
spect for craftsmanship. A 
devoted fan of St. Louis Car-
dinals baseball, Diane fol-
lowed the game with 
enthusiasm and loyalty. She 
appreciated the tradition and 
excitement that baseball in-
spired, and she enjoyed the 
sense of community that 
came with cheering for her 
team. Diane was also an avid 
reader, and books offered her 
both enjoyment and reflec-
tion. She valued the opportu-
nity to learn, imagine, and 
explore new ideas through 
reading, and she carried that 
same openness into her daily 
life. Among the many pleas-
ures Diane enjoyed were 
trips to Las Vegas, where she 
appreciated the excitement, 
variety, and memorable ex-
periences the city had to 
offer. Most of all, Diane 
treasured her family and the 
moments they spent together. 
Diane will be deeply missed. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Northeast 
Humane Society. 

Donna Ruth 
Potter 

Donna Ruth Potter, 81, of 
Bowling Green died Wednes-
day, Sept. 16, 2026, at Bless-
ing Hospital in Quincy, Ill., 
surrounded by her family. 

Donna was born Nov. 1, 
1944, the daughter of Elgin 
Lovelace and Bertha Lent. 
She grew up and attended 
elementary school in Ashley 
and graduated with the 
Bowling Green High School 
class of 1962. She married 
Harold “Shorty” Potter on 
Feb. 11, 1962, they were 
married until Shorty’s death 
on April 9, 2013. 

Following high school 
Donna worked at Potter’s 
Group Home while she 
raised her children. Once her 
children were grown, she 
went to work at Country 
View Nursing Home in the 
kitchen, followed by work-
ing at the sale barn kitchen. 

Donna was passionate 
about spending time with her 
family, especially her grand-
children. She loved taking 
care of her yard and enjoyed 
barbecues. She traveled ex-
tensively with her husband 
until his passing, then her 
son, Ed continued to travel 
with her around the U.S. 

Those left to carry on her 
legacy include her son, Ed 
Potter of Curryville; special 
cousins, Joyce “Pete” Porter, 
Lewis Ed and Jerry Worat-
zeck; grandchildren, Step-
hanie Mourino and husband, 
Wilson, Sara Bucher and 
husband, Chris, Ashley and 
Addison Potter, and Randi 
Potter; great-grandchildren, 
nieces; nephews; and ex-
tended family. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Elgin and Ber-
tha Lovelace, her husband, a 
son, Randy Potter and one 
daughter, Penny Potter. 

 
Online condolences may 

be left at www.bibbveach. 
com. 

Shannon Mayo 
Culwell 

Shannon Mayo Culwell, 
Sr., 83, of Vandalia died 
Thursday, Sept. 10, 2026, at 
Baptist Homes of Tri-County 
in Vandalia. 

Funeral services will be at 
10 a.m., Thursday at  Waters 
Funeral Home. Entombment 
will follow in the Culwell 
Mausoleum at the Vandalia 
Cemetery. 

Visitation celebrating 
Shannon's life will be held 4-
7 p.m., Wednesday at the fu-
neral home. 

He was born Jan. 16, 
1943, to Samuel Mayo and 
Fayetta Mae Culwell. He 
grew up south of Vandalia 
where he attended South 
Carter Elementary School 
and graduated in 1961 from 
Van-Far High School. 

Shannon began his work-
ing career at Heim Equip-
ment in Laddonia, where he 
developed a lifelong passion 
for Allis-Chalmers tractors. 
On Nov. 25, 1962, he mar-
ried the love of his life, 
Linda Lou Gooch. Together, 
they built a life centered 
around family, farming and 
their community. 

Shannon and Linda spent 
their life farming. Shannon 
dedicated himself to the row-
crop operation, raising corn, 
soybeans and wheat while 
Linda focused on the swine 
operation. Over the years, 
they continued to expand 
their farming operation, 
farming more acres, swine 
operation and building Cul-
well Farms into a way of life 
that represented their hard 
work, dedication and love 
for the land. 

Shannon's passion for 
Allis-Chalmers tractors con-
tinued throughout his life. 
He enjoyed restoring Allis-
Chalmers tractors to their 
original condition, taking 
great pride in bringing each 
one back to life. Every year, 
Shannon, his family and 
friends would parade the re-
stored tractors in the Prairie 
Days parade. He always 
looked forward to that spe-
cial day of showing the trac-
tors, visiting with friends and 
sharing something he loved 
with the community. 

Shannon and Linda were 
blessed with two children, a 
daughter, Sheila Melynn, 
and a son, Shannon Mayo 
Culwell Jr. Family was at the 
center of Shannon's life, and 
he took great pride in his 
children and grandchildren. 
He was a proud grandfather 
to Treyson Culwell, Samuel 
Middleton, Annalynn Cul-
well, and Reece Culwell. 

Shannon was an active 
member of Central Union 
Church, where he served as 
superintendent of the Sunday 
school. His faith and his 
church family were an im-
portant part of his life. He 
also believed in supporting 
the community and gener-
ously contributed to com-
munity events and causes 
over the years. 

He will be remembered 
for his love of farming, his 
passion for Allis-Chalmers 
tractors, his devotion to his 
family, and his willingness to 
support his church and com-
munity. His life was one of 
hard work, faith, family and 
service. 

Shannon was preceded in 
death by his parents, Samuel 
Mayo and Fayetta Mae Cul-
well; a son, Shannon Mayo 
Culwell Jr.; and daughter-in-
law, Felicity Goodpasture-
Culwell. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 63 years, Linda Lou Cul-
well; one daughter, Sheila 
Melynn Frost and husband, 
Greg; grandchildren, Trey-
son Culwell and wife, 
Megan, Samuel Middleton, 
Annalynn Culwell, and 
Reece Culwell; and his 
brother, Merle Culwell and 
wife, Sue. 

 
Pallbearers will be Trey-

son Culwell, Samuel Mid-
dleton, Reece Culwell, Jeff 
Culwell, JC Davis, and Alan 
Wright. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Charles 
Heim, Charlie Wright, Jack 
Reid, Merle Culwell, Jim 
Mac Elzea and Raymond 
Miller. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Central 
Union Church. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family and 
video tribute viewed on 
Shannon's memorial page at 
www.watersfuneral.com. 

Betty Kay 
Parrish 

Betty Kay Parrish, 85, 
died Sunday, Sept. 13, 2026.  

Funeral services will be 
held at 10 a.m., Wednesday 
at Bibb-Veach Funeral 
Homes & Crematory in 
Bowling Green with The 
Rev. Sammy Lorton officiat-
ing. Burial will be held at 
Eolia Cemetery.  

Visitation will be held 
from 6-8 p.m., Tuesday 
(today) at the funeral home. 

She was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, great-great-
grandmother, sister, and 
woman of faith whose life 
was centered around her 
family and serving the Lord. 

Betty was born May 26, 
1941, the daughter of Milton 
Clifton and Betty Ruth Ken-
nedy Gillean, and raised in 
Texas. As a young woman, 
she milked cows twice a day 
and worked in the cotton 
fields, where she met the 
love of her life, James Par-
rish, while picking cotton 
near Mt. Joy, Texas. She at-
tended school in Enloe, 
Texas, through the 10th 
grade, with 1957 being her 
final year of school. 

Betty and James were 
married on Sept.25, 1956, at 
her parents’ home in Mt. Joy, 
Texas. Together they shared 
nearly 70 years of marriage, 
building a life rooted in love, 
family, hard work, and faith. 

Throughout her life, Betty 
lived in several com-
munities, including Curry-
ville, Winfield and Vandalia, 
as well as Eureka and Troy,  
and communities in Texas fi-
nally settling in Bartlesville, 
Dewey and Barnsdall, Okla. 
She worked at a garment fac-
tory in Winfield and later co-
owned Eolia True-Value 
Hardware and for the last 
many years owned Action 
Communications in Bartles-
ville. Above all, Betty faith-
fully served alongside her 
husband as a minister’s wife 
for many years. 

Her Christian faith was an 
important part of her life. 
She was associated with Ho-
liness Churches and had a 
passion for serving Jesus. 
Betty enjoyed flowers, cook-
ing, baking, and camping. 
Her love for others was often 
expressed through cooking, 
including preparing meals at 
various Holiness camps. Her 
generous spirit and willing-
ness to serve others will be 
remembered by those who 
knew and loved her. 

Betty is survived by three 
children, Patricia Hollenbeck 
of Bartlesville, Okla., Be-
linda Ellsworth and husband, 
Larry of Eolia, and Jim Par-
rish and wife, Sarah of 
Barnsdall, Okla.; four grand-
children, Ardie Ellsworth of 
Bowling Green, Jesse Ells-
worth of Eolia, David Jack-
son and wife, Jessica of 
Andover, Kan., and Step-
hanie Holden and husband, 
Larry of Pawhuska, Okla.; 
17 great-grandchildren; and 
six great-great-grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by 
a brother, Milton Gillean and 
wife, Gloria, one sister, Bar-
bara Cohea; as well as many 
nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death 
by her husband James Par-
rish in 2024, her parents; a 
sister, Sandra Dowell; one 
grandson, Nathan Jackson; 
and three great-grandchil-
dren. 

Betty’s life was one of 
steadfast faith, devotion to 
family, and service to others. 
The meals she prepared, the 
flowers she tended, the 
family she nurtured, and the 
many years she spent serving 
alongside her husband are 
lasting reminders of a life 
lived with love and purpose. 

Serving as pallbearers 
will be David Jackson, Ardie 
Ellsworth, Jesse Ellsworth, 
Kevin Nassif, Larry Holden, 
and Larry LaFave. Honorary 
pallbearers will be Jeremiah 

Jackson and JoNathan Jack-
son.  

In leu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to White-
side Holiness Church, 23 
Smith Wesson Way, Silex, 
MO 63377.  

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bibbveach. 
com. 

Sharon Marie 
Rogers 

Sharon Marie Rogers, 76, 
of Bowling Green died 
Thursday, Sept. 17,2026, at 
her home surrounded by her 
family. 

No services are planned at 
this time.  

The family is being 
served by Bibb-Veach Fu-
neral Home & Crematory. 

Sharon was born June 15, 
1950, in Poplar Bluff, the 
daughter of Gale and Betty 
Edgerton Allen. She grew up 
in Poplar Bluff and later 
moved to Hazelwood where 
she graduated. Following 
high school she attended 
Sanford Brown College for 
nursing. Following nursing 
school, she stayed at home to 
raise her five children. She 
then began working at Stark 
Bros. Nursery and as a CNA 
and Med Tech in Silex at 
Silex Community Care. 

Sharon enjoyed crochet-
ing for others, fishing, mush-
room hunting and just being 
outdoors. She collected pigs, 
snowmen and Boston Ter-
riers. Her greatest passion 
was spending time with her 
family. She was a member of 
the Jehovah’s Witness. 

Those left to carry on her 
legacy are her children, 
Trana Hagen and husband, 
Shawn of Bowling Green, 
Kiel Rogers of Warrenton, 
Kale Rogers and wife, Kara 
of Rockport, Ill., Tristen 
Rogers of Bowling Green, 
and Tiara Woods, Barry, Ill. 
Grandchildren, Joey Hagen, 
Kiel Hagen, Maleah Hagen, 
Julie Wolf, Nikki Rogers, 
Kal-El Rogers, Quinn 
Rogers, Alden Rehfeldt, 
Shaleen Rehfeldt, Layla But-
ler; a sister, Linda Ivy of Els-
berry. Many nieces and 
nephews along with ex-
tended family. 

Preceding her in death 
were her parents and brother, 
Earl Allen. 

Online condolences may 
be left at www.bibbveach. 
com. 

Robert ‘Bob’ 
Hickerson 

Robert “Bob” Leon Hick-
erson, 90, of Bowling Green 
died Thursday, Sept. 17, 

2026, at the Baptist Homes 
of Vandalia. 

Funeral services will be 
held at 12 p.m., Thursday at 
Bibb-Veach Funeral Homes 
& Crematory in Bowling 
Green with Glen Hickerson 
officiating. Burial will be in 
Mt. Air Cemetery in Curry-
ville. 

Visitation will be held 
from 9 a.m., until time of 
services on Thursday at the 
funeral home. 

Bob was born Aug. 20, 
1936, in Concord, the son of 
Ed and Ruth Dixon Hicker-
son. Growing up, he lived in 
various areas of Pike County, 
attending the Mt. Zion one-
room schoolhouse in rural 
Bowling Green through the 
eighth grade, when he went 
to work for his father on the 
family farm before joining 
the United States Army, 
where he was stationed at 
Fort Meade in Maryland. 

Bob married Glenda Pearl 
Walker July 11, 1956, and to-
gether they raised three chil-
dren. In 1962, Bob and his 
family returned to Pike 
County following his honor-
able discharge, where Bob 
would work several jobs over 
the years. Bob’s work career 
included working for Chem-
Grow, the Pike County High-
way Department where he 
helped with the construction 
of Clarence Cannon Dam, 
the state school where he was 
a janitor and bus driver. Bob 
was more recently known for 
locally hauling water and in 
1986 he began Hickerson 
Shoe Repair off the square in 
Bowling Green, where he 
worked for the past 40 years. 

He was an active member 
of Edgewood Baptist 
Church, as well as president 
of the Mt. Aire Cemetery. In 
his free time, Bob enjoyed 
listening and watching St. 
Louis Cardinals baseball 
games, as well as visiting and 
talking with people at the 
shoe shop or while hauling 
water. 

Those left behind to carry 
on his legacy are his chil-
dren, Jerry Hickerson of 
Bowling Green, Glen Hick-
erson of Louisiana, and Pen-
ney Lawson of Troy; 
grandchildren, Renee Lan-
caster and husband, Dustin, 
Andrew Moore, Glen Allen 
Hickerson and wife, JaCee, 
Kala Willing, Tiffany Hust-
edde and husband, Blake, 
Christina Anderson, Brooke 
Hickerson, Natalie Hicker-
son, and Bennett Hickerson; 
great-grandchildren, Ma-
kayla, Dominic, Cheyenne, 
Irelynn, Lakely, Riverleigh, 
Lawson, Peyton, Brooke, 
Ellis, Crosby, Mila, Maebrie, 
Edyn, Anderson, Vivian, 
Ryder, Bodhi, and Wyatt; a 
sister, Adeline Faulk of Kan-
sas City; nieces, nephews, 
foster grandchildren, and ex-
tended family. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, wife, siblings, 
Elmer, Walter, Bill, Lucille, 
Millie, Pauline, and Lena; 
and a daughter-in-law, Mar-
quita Hickerson. 

Serving as pallbearers will 
be Bennett Hickerson, Glen 
Allen Hickerson, Andrew 
Moore, Dustin Lancaster, 
Jose Santiago, Brian Gorda-
nier, Jordan Hansen. Honor-
ary pallbearer will be Jeff 
Hickerson. 

Memorials may be made 
to Mt. Air Cemetery.
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MCCOY-BLOSSOM  
FUNERAL HOMES  

& CREMATORY 

Bowling Green 
MODERN FACILITIES  

AT AFFORDABLE COSTS 
- COMPARE PRICES 

SIMPLE CREMATION OR 
TRADITIONAL -  

CARING, FRIENDLY 
STAFF 

1-573-213-5110 or 1-636-528-8244           

We Welcome 
Your Local News





Friday, Sept. 25 &  Saturday, Sept. 26
2026 Vandalia Prairie Days

MFA 
Agri 

Service 
411 W. State 

Vandalia 

594-6415

500 S. Main 
Vandalia 

594-2125

LaCrosse 
Lumber 
301 N. Main 

Vandalia 
594-6448 

Craig’s 
Truck & 

Tractor 
54040 Hwy. 54 E. 

Vandalia 

594-3461 

Bienhoff 
Funeral 

Homes 
Vandalia, Perry,  

Laddonia, Center 

565-3523

Shelter  
Insurance 

Agency 
Frank Wallace, agent 

610 W. Hwy. 54 
Vandalia 

594-2235

Eastern  
MO  

YMCA 
309 S. Main St. 

Vandalia 
594-2208

Vandalia 
Chamber 

Of Commerce

201 S. Main St. Vandalia 
Closing Noon Friday 

Closed Saturday 
594-2663

The 
Bar Code 

1811 Hwy. 54 W. 
Vandalia 

573-594-6568

Poage 
Ford 

1110 Bus. Hwy. 61 S. 
Bowling Green 

324-5130

104 S. Main Street 
Vandalia 

573-470-3794

The oldest, most reli-
able lumber & hardware  
company in the midwest 

since 1873

Sat., Scott & Mechelle - 6:30 p.m.

Travis Gibson 
6 p.m. - Saturday

Betty 
Davis 

Insurance 
100 N. Main St. 

Vandalia 

594-3727

The  
People’s Tribune 

25 N. Main Cross  
Bowling Green 

324-6111

Pearl 
Motor 

Co. 
3100 S. Clark 
Mexico 

800-875-1661

Plan Now To Attend The 2026 Vandalia Prairie Days

110 S. Public - Center 
573-267-3551

State Farm 
Insurance 
Ramsey Dickerman 

Agent 
501 U.S. Hwy. 54 W. 

Vandalia 

594-6409

810 Hwy. 54 Vandalia 
Breakfast Served Daily 

594-2062

Bones Owens 
8 p.m. - Saturday

Friday 
Gary Bishop  

&  
Synergy Band  

5 p.m.

Whiskey  
Morning Band 

8-11 p.m.  
Friday



YARD SALE - Thurs-
day, 5-8 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Over 200 pieces of 
clothing, collectables, 
jewelry and many other 
items. Inside with AC. 
810 W. Church, B.G. 

GARAGE SALE - 
Wednesday, 10 a.m.-7 
p.m.; Thursday, 6:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. Cookie jar, 
furniture, gas cook 
stove, Maytag, 5-burner, 
treadell Singer serwing 
machine in cabinet, 
misc.106 S. Pearl St., 
B.G. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. Amish 
built in Indiana, excel-
lent condition, 3 bed., 2 
bath. FINANCING. Call 
for info 573-249-3333, 
m a r k t w a i n m o b i l e -
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call or 
text 573-338-6250 or 
e m a i l 
G r e g S . C D H @ o u t -
look.com.  

 

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 3 
sizes - 10x20, 10x10, 
and 8x10. L&S Stor-
age, 573-248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family reunion, 
shower, birthday. Call 
Art Wiser, 594-3224. 
(tf) 

PUPPIES to give 
away to good homes. 
Idaho Shag mother 
(combination Aerdale, 
Border Collie, Austral-
ian Shepherd. Gentle, 
loving, smart. Text Re-
becca at 573-470-
2582. Leave a 
message, your 
numner, and I will call 
you back. (c3-43) 

 
MO Firearms Co. In-

ventory closeout. Fire-
arms, ammunition 
switchblades and re-
loading supplies at 
cost. 573-470-9111 .  

 
R E F U R N I S H E D 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-7176. 

(tf) 

METAL ROOFING. 
Wagler Metals: 21764 
Pike 409, Bowling 
Green. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light truck, 
$15 & up. Vandalia 
Firestone & Appliance, 
594-6624.  

NO HUNTING OR 
TRESPASSING, Murry 
Shepherd Farms. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not responsible 
for injuries or acci-
dents.  

 
NO TRESPASSING 

OR HUNTING  on the 
property of Cherlyn 
Boots. Violators will be 
prosecuted. Not re-
sponsible for accidents 
on property.  

GEEKY HILLBILLY 
COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. com-
puter repair & 
recycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

PREMIERE PRES-
SURE WASHING - 
Outside house clean-
ing, soffitts, driveways, 
decks, patios, fence 
cleaning, farm equip-
ment, and trailers. Free 
estimates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & GOLF 
CARTS - Sales, serv-
ice, and parts. Used 
golf cars and mowers. 
Hwy. 54 West, Louisi-
ana, MO 63353, 573-
754-5055. (tf) 

 
B&J SEPTIC PUMP-

ING - Commercial or 
residential, septic 
pumping & repair, 
sewer augering & re-
pair, grease trap pump-
ing and porta potty 
rentals. Butch Menne, 
573-384-5536.  

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by Ann 
Hecox. Make great 
personal gifts. 217-
656-3654 annahcx-
@gmail.com. (tf) 

BROWN’S SEPTIC 
PUMPING - Commer-
cial or residential, port-
able toilet rental, job 
sites, special events, 

auctions. Brown’s Sep-
tic Pumping, 206 
Brown Lane, Louisi-
ana, 754-5812. (tf)

FOR RENT
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 9 A.M.  
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GARAGE SALES FOR SALE

White Rose MB Church BBQ 
Bankhead Vegetable Stand 
Next to Friendship Baptist Church, Bus. 61 S. 
Friday, Sept. 25 10 a.m.-sold out 

MENU 
All meals sold with chips & drink 

Pork Steak $10 
Porkburger $8 
Bratwurst $8 

Orders call 573-541-5873 or 324-8262 

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$49,583

Stock #981 
2023 Ford F-150,  

Exterior Color Stone Gray Metallic 
Interior Color Black,  24,072 Miles,  

Auto, 4-Wheel Drive

Poage Ford

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

SERVICES

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

MOBILE HOMES

SERVICES

CALL  
324-6111 TO 
PLACE ADS

SERVICES

FOR SALE

SERVICES

TOP SOIL 
FILL DIRT 

For Sale 
754-5812

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

NOTICE OF WATER MAIN FLUSHING 
The City of Bowling Green will be flush-

ing water mains Tuesday-Thursday, Sep-
tember 22-24, 2026. Customers may 
experience low water pressure, water dis-
coloration and/or a slight odor. If discolor-
ation occurs, flush until water is clear or 
contact Alliance Water Resources at 324-
2660.  We apologize for any inconven-
ience this may cause.

Bowling Green Police Form 
Community Action Team 

The Bowling Green Police Department is invit-
ing residents to bring their concerns, complaints 
and ideas directly to local law enforcement with 
the formation of a new Community Action Team. 

The department will hold the first Community 
Action Team meeting Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 5 
p.m. in the Bowling Green Community Room, 
201 W. South Court Street. 

According to the department, the Community 
Action Team, or CAT, is intended to bring res-
idents, local businesses, community organiza-
tions and law enforcement together to discuss 
concerns, share ideas and work toward practical 
solutions for a safer and stronger Bowling Green. 

Topics are expected to include traffic and pub-
lic-safety issues, recurring problems in the com-
munity, outreach initiatives and ways to build 
stronger partnerships between the police depart-
ment and the public. 

The department also hopes the meetings will 
provide an opportunity for residents and police to 
share information directly with one another. 

The first meeting is open to everyone. 

NO HUNTING
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David Buckley 
Jacob Daniel Buckley, 

95, of Clarksville died Fri-
day, Aug. 21, 2026 at his 
home. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 1 p.m., Monday at 
Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana. The Rev. Nathan 
Adams will officiate. 

Visitation will be from 11 
a.m., until time of service at 
the funeral home. 

Dan was born July 31, 
1931 in Jacksonville, Ill., to 
Fred and Kathryn Chance 
Buckley. 

He grew up in Blue 
Mound, Ill. During his high 
school years he moved to 
Pana, Ill., where he started 
working at his dad’s monu-
ment company at age 16 and 
was later drafted into the 
United States Army on Feb. 
14, 1952 serving in the 
Korean War. He was honor-
ably discharged at the the 
rank of corporal on Feb. 8, 
1954. After being dis-
charged he came home to 
Pana, Ill., where he met the 
love of his life, Shirley Jane 
Hilton. They were married 
June 5, 1955. 

Dan and his wife, Shirley 
eventually settled in Clarks-
ville with their three chil-
dren, Kathy Weiss and Gary 
Webber, Brian Buckley and 
Mindy Jensen and Scott 
Hipes. Dan and Shirley 
were married for 63 won-
derful years before Shirley 
died. 

Dan also has four grand-
children, Travis Glascock 
and wife, Amanda, Alex  
Jensen and wife, Emily, 
Kim Walters and husband, 
Keith, and Dakota Hipes, 

and Noah Birk; and had 10 
great-grandchildren, Blaine, 
Jacob, Sarah, Abram, Bra-
dyn, Bailee, Owen, Haley, 
Allie, and Grant. 

After many business ad-
ventures including sand-
blasting, cabinet sales, 
refrigeration, car restoration 
and sale, monument letter-
ing and many more. Dan 
was lock master at Lock & 
Dam 24 for many years and 
retired after 30 years of fed-
eral service he retired in De-
cember of 1988. Even after 
retirement Dan would al-
ways be working on some-
thing. He was known for 
being the love of his family, 
being hard working and ex-
treme knowledge of about 
every subject imaginable. 

Dan was preceded in 
death by his wife of 63 
years, his sisters and 
brother, Lorraine, Judith, 

and Dave, a daughter, Kathy 
Weiss, and a great-grand-
daughter Bradyn Jensen. 

Dan loved the rewards of 
hard work, his family, and 
probably above all sitting on 

OBITUARIES 
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Put  
Our  

Classifieds 
To Work 

For  
You

18011 Business Highway 161 
(Big Red Barn On South Outer Hwy. 61) 

324-5757 • Bowling Green 

Fall Fun Festival On The Prairie 
Saturday, Sept. 26 • 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Prairie’s Edge Garden Center

Kick Off The Fall Season with A Corn Maze, Pumpkin 
Patch, Hayrides, Straw Maze,  

Corn Pit & Fall Activities

Call & make reservations for upcoming field trip 
Teachers & staff free (group rates $5 per person 

Fall activities, petting zoo, free small pumpkin for  
corn & straw maze

Lots Of Vendors 
Food & Crafts
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