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Culwell Family Honored 
At the 2026 Prairie Days on Saturday, Sept. 26 the late Shannon Culwell’s 

family was presented a plaque naming him and his wife, Linda, as grand marshal’s 
of the parade. Pictured, from left, Kenny Thurman, emcee; Linda Culwell, Sheila 
Frost, the Culwell’s daughter; and Emcee Bob Giltner. 
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BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Former Louisiana Police 
Chief William Jones has 
been sentenced to 29 years 
in prison following his con-
viction on six felony 
charges stemming from a 
2022 investigation involv-
ing drug trafficking, con-
trolled substances and 
evidence taken from police 
custody. 

Missouri Attorney Gen-
eral Catherine Hanaway an-
nounced the sentence 
Thursday, Sept. 24. 

 
Jones was convicted fol-

lowing a June bench trial of 
two counts of second-de-
gree drug trafficking, two 
counts of possession of a 
controlled substance, tam-
pering with physical ev-
idence and stealing a 
controlled substance. 

The case originated in 
October 2022, while Jones 
was serving as Louisiana’s 
police chief. Authorities 
began investigating after 
two people overdosed on 
fentanyl in Jones’ residence. 
One of the individuals later 
died. 

According to the Mis-
souri Attorney General’s Of-
fice, the investigation 
determined Jones had sup-
plied fentanyl to his girl-
friend and had removed 
methamphetamine and other 
items from police evidence. 

Jones was originally 
charged with several fel-
onies, including second-de-
gree murder in connection 
with the overdose death. 
Following a bench trial held 
June 22 and 23 before Judge 
Deborah Alessi in St. 
Charles County, the murder 
charge was dismissed, while 
Jones was found guilty on 
the six remaining felony 

counts. 
“Today’s sentence brings 

accountability for a former 
community leader who vio-
lated the public trust and en-
dangered the very people he 
was sworn to protect,” Ha-
naway said in a statement 
announcing the sentence. 
“No one is above the law.” 

The case was initially in-
vestigated by the Pike 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
charged by Pike County 
Prosecuting Attorney Alex 
Ellison. The Missouri Attor-
ney General’s Office was 
later appointed as conflict 
prosecutor. 

Jones had served as Lou-
isiana police chief until Oc-
tober 2022. 

Assistant Attorneys Gen-
eral Michael Schafer and 
Corie Geary-Atkins repre-
sented the state during the 
June trial, along with inves-
tigator Rob Jauer. 

 
The 29-year sentence 

concludes a criminal case 
that had remained pending 
for nearly four years follow-
ing Jones’ arrest and the in-
vestigation into the 
overdose death.
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Outdoor Adventure Camp Challenges Students
Bowling Green Middle 

School Students had an oppor-
tunity to learn life skills in a 
program offered over the 
summer.  

Meagan Spegal, Middle 
School Language Arts teacher, 
reported on the camp to the R-
I Board of Education at their 
September meeting on Tues-
day, Sept. 15. 

Spegal and three students, 
Liam Robinson, Dannilynn 
Blackwell and Emma Miller, 
told the board about the life 
skills they learned as they vis-
ited several state parks and 
other outdoor sites in the area. 
The camp is designed to utilize 
Missouri’s natural landscape as 
a living classroom. The stu-
dents transitioned from passive 
learners to active explorers. 
When asked about the “ick” 
factor of the outdoor events, 
Spegal admitted that some of 
the things that she and the stu-
dents experienced were “defi-
nitely outside my comfort 
zone.” Spegal and Becky 
Turner, Middle School Science 
teacher, planned the activities 
and accompanied the students 
as they learned outdoor skills.  

Students at Frankford Ele-
mentary School may soon have 
a new sidewalk to travel from 
the center of Frankford to the 
school which is located on the 
north edge of town. Plans have 
been made to construct a side-
walk from the park to the 
school and the school district 
was asked to grant an easement 
to allow the construction on 
that part that is school property. 
The cost of the construction is 
being funded through a Safe 

Routes Grant through the Mis-
souri Department of Transpor-
tation with the help of federal 
monies. Matt Walker, an engi-
neer with Hutchison Engineer-
ing explained the route of the 
sidewalk and how the easement 
would allow its construction. 
Carolyn Wisecarver, Director 
of Economic Development for 
Pike County, coordinated the 
grant application with the Pike 
County Commissioners and 
said that she hopes the project 
can be completed before Janu-
ary. 

In other business, the board 
approved an action plan, called 
the Bobcat Blueprint, to im-
prove instruction in the school 
as part of the district’s Continu-
ous School Improvement Plan 
(CSIP). The plan was approved 
last spring after planning ses-
sions involving school admin-
istrators, teachers and parents. 
The Bobcat Blueprint identifies 

four areas for improvement and 
the specific actions the staff 
will take to meet these goals. 
The areas identified for im-
provement are: Academic 
Achievement, Finance, Leader-
ship, and Facilities.  

Dr. Stephen Hunter, Assis-
tant Superintendent, reported 
on the district’s student trans-
portation program. The bus 
fleet is composed of 25 buses 
with 13 regular morning and 
evening routes plus midday 
routes and routes to the Voca-
tional School. The buses aver-
age about 200,000 miles 
annually over mostly gravel 
roads. He reported that a new 
bus purchase is included in this 
year’s budget and that the bus 
garage is in need of a new roof.  

The next meeting of the 
Bowling Green R-I School 
Board is scheduled for Tues-
day, Oct. 20, at 5:30 p.m., in the 
district meeting room. 

Van-Far Grad Bontz Named Head 
Track, Field Coach At William Woods

BY BRICE CHANDLER 
EDITOR 

Van-Far High School 
graduate Ryan Bontz has 
been named head track and 
field coach at William 
Woods University in Fulton, 
returning to a program 
where he previously served 
as an assistant coach. 

Bontz, a 2007 Van-Far 
graduate and the son of 
Steve and Evelyn Bontz of 
Vandalia, brings more than a 
decade of collegiate coach-
ing experience to the posi-
tion. 

“I am very grateful for 
the Head Track & Field 
Coaching opportunity at 
William Woods University,” 
Bontz said. “I want to thank 
the President and athletics 
administration for the op-
portunity to lead the pro-
gram. My long-term goal is 
to be competitive in the 
Heart of America Athletic 
Conference and at the na-
tional level.” 

Bontz began his coaching 
career as a volunteer assis-
tant at his alma mater, Han-
nibal-LaGrange University. 
He later spent two seasons 
coaching at Ohio Christian 
University in Circleville, 
Ohio, before joining Wil-
liams Baptist College, now 
Williams Baptist University, 
in 2016. 

At Williams Baptist, 
Bontz initially served as an 
assistant cross country 
coach. When the school 
added track and field, he be-
came the program’s first 
full-time track and field 
coach. During his time 
there, he helped coach the 
first two All-Conference 
athletes in program history 
as well as the school’s first 
conference champion in 
running events. 

In 2018, Bontz joined 
William Woods as an assis-
tant cross country and track 
and field coach, remaining 

with the Owls through 2023. 
During that stint, he worked 
under longtime William 
Woods coach Dan Schwab 
and helped coach nationally 
ranked cross-country teams, 
national qualifiers and ath-
letes who established nu-
merous school records. 

Bontz moved to Colum-
bia College in September 
2023, where he primarily 
coached sprinters, jumpers 
and hurdlers. 

His tenure with the Cou-
gars included an NAIA All-
American in the triple jump, 
national qualifiers in the tri-
ple jump, high jump, 400-
meter dash and men’s 
distance medley relay, along 
with numerous school 
records. 

Bontz was also named 
the 2025 U.S. Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches 
Association NAIA Women’s 
Track & Field South Central 
Region Assistant Coach of 
the Year. 

During the 2026 season, 
Bontz helped coach Colum-
bia College athletes to pro-
gram records in the 
4x100-meter relay, 4x400-
meter relay and 200-meter 
dash as the Cougars cap-
tured both the American 
Midwest Conference indoor 
and outdoor track and field 
championships. 

William Woods Vice 
President and Director of In-

tercollegiate Athletics Brian 
Spielbauer said Bontz’s pre-
vious experience with the 
university made him a 
strong fit to lead the pro-
gram. 

“Having worked at Wil-
liam Woods before, Ryan 
brings a great knowledge of 
his sport and The Woods to 
the table,” Spielbauer said. 
“I’m excited for our current 
and future Owl track and 
field competitors, but also 
for our staff and campus 
community.” 

Bontz said the coaches, 
athletes and colleagues he 
has worked with throughout 
his career have helped shape 
his approach to coaching. 

“I want to thank all my 
coaching mentors, col-
leagues, former athletes for 
believing in me and being a 
part of my life,” Bontz said. 
“All of them helped mold 
me into the person and 
coach I am today.” 

For Bontz, success as a 
coach goes beyond perform-
ances and records. 

“A big part of coaching 
for me is helping make the 
athlete the best they can be 
but also building a great re-
lationship with them as 
well,” he said. 

Bontz earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Recreation 
Management from Hanni-
bal-LaGrange University in 
2011 and later earned a 
Master of Science in Sports 
Administration from Arkan-
sas State University. 

He and his wife, Amy, 
have been married for nine 
years and live in Ashland 
with their daughters, Callie, 
6, and Mia, 2, along with 
their dog, Charlee Rose. 

 
Bontz takes over a Wil-

liam Woods program enter-
ing its second year of 
competition in the Heart of 
America Athletic Confer-
ence.

Moore Wins First Place Again 
At Lake Of The Ozarks Shootout

Ron Moore of Vandalia 
competed for the 10th year in 
the Lake of the Ozarks Shoot-
out held Saturday, Sept. 5 and 
Sunday, Sept. 6. 

 
Moore competed in his 

1984 Formula 242 with a 468 
engine Chevy big block with 

a 671 blower. The boat has a 
Mercury XR drive and Bravo 
25 with a pitch propeller. He 
won first for 10 years with a 
speed of 68 in the 38th annual 
race. 

The Lake of the Ozarks 
Shootout is the largest un-
sanctioned boat race in the 

United States, named one of 
the nation’s eight “must-see” 
boating events according to 
Powerboat Magazine, the 
Shootout takes place for the 
13th year at Captain Ron’s 
Bar & Grill in Sunrise Beach 
(Lake Road 5-50, mile marker 
34.5).  

The event raises funds for 
eight Lake-area rescue teams 
and numerous other charitable 
organizations.  

He won his class first time 
out and was hooked.  

The Lake of the Ozarks 
Shootout is the largest un-
sanctioned boat race in the 
US, named one of the nation's 
eight "must-see" boating 
events according to Power-
boat Magazine.   

The charity event raises 
funds for a range of local 
charitable organizations.In 
2008, the Shootout moved to 
Captain Ron's Bar & Grill in 
Sunrise Beach on the 34.5 
mile marker.

For the last six years Moore has had a new helmet 
airbrushed by local artist Mark Satterfield of Camden-
ton.

Linda Culwell of Vandalia, wife of the late Shannon Culwell is pictured with the 
grand marshall plaque presented to the Culwell family on Saturday, Sept. 26 at 
the 2026 Prairie Days parade. 

Trib photo by Nancy Case

Ryan Bontz

Former Louisiana Police Chief 
Sentenced To 29 Years In Prison

Williams Jones

BGHS Homecoming Royalty 
Bowling Green High School held homecoming fes-

tivities last week. Pictured are the king Bennett Hick-
erson and queen Alli Hustedde. 

Trib photo by Kimberly Chandler
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ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION 
MONDAY COLUMBUS DAY, Oct. 12, 2026 

At 12:30 P.M. 
SALE SITE: 16051 Pike 282; Bowling Green, MO 63334 
DIRECTIONS: From Troy, MO take Hwy 61 North to the Bowling Green Hwy 161-Busi-
ness 61 Ashley Exit ramp, at top of ramp, turn right, go approx. 450’ turn left to 2nd place 
on right (#16051).  

REAL ESTATE: 2 acres m/l in Section 30 TWP 53N R2W in Pike County MO. being 
approx. 160’ wide X 544.9’ deep. Exact legal to govern. 

Improvements include a 25’x56’ ranch home featuring 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, living 
room, kitchen, & dining room. Home is on a crawl space & slab.  

Updates include complete tear off & new roof approx. 2 years old, vinyl siding & up-
dated windows, interior in the middle of remodel, kitchen appliances & laminate flooring 
(new in box) stay with home. 

Home is on rural water w/septic and not in the city limits. 
Investors take note: Finish interior for office space or rental. Tract lays nice with easy 

access to Hwy 61, prime business location & not in the city limits. 
Terms: 10% down day of sale with the balance of cash at closing on or before 30 

days after the sale with possession at closing. 
For a private showing call our office at 636-366-4206 for appointment. 
48’ box trailer used for storage sells separately from the real estate. 
AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Prime location, just North & East of the exit ramp, visible 

from Hwy 61 with commercial on each side; storage unit & wrecker service. See you at 
the sale. David, Dusty & Bill  

OWNERS:  
PAUL EDWARD GRIGSBY JR., ROWENA GRIGSBY 

& HEIRS OF LAURA PARK ESTATE 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 Troy Office: 636-366-4206       

Thornhillauction.com

DAVID THORNHILL 
314-393-7241 

Troy, MO

DUSTY THORNHILL 
314-393-4726 

Troy, MO

BILL UNSELL 
573-470-0037 
Frankford, MO

Auctioneers

We are relocating to Costa Rico & will sell the following at 
Public Auction on 

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2026 
Beginning at 9:30 A.M. 

SALE SITE: 14620 Pike 377; Bowling Green, MO 63334 
DIRECTIONS: From Troy, MO go north on Hwy 61 to the Bowling Green Bus. Hwy 

61 & Hwy 161 Exit, stay left at overpass & go approx. 2.4 miles on Bus. 61 to 4 way 
stop turn right on old E. Hwy 54 (by PSB Bank) to left on 1st street Hillcrest Dr. to imme-
diate right on Pike 377 to home on left #14620. (Thornhill Auction signs on site). 

REAL ESTATE TO BE OFFERED AT 12:00 NOON 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 14620 Pike 377; Bowling Green, MO 63334 
REAL ESTATE: Approx. ½ acre tract in Jones Acres Sub. Division #2, Lot approx. 

114.35x209.38. Exact legal to govern 
Improvements include a 1990 brick & frame 1 story 4 bedroom home with vinyl siding 

& attached 2 car garage. Home features on the main level 2 bedrooms, 1 ¾ bath, kitchen 
to include refrigerator, gas cookstove & dishwasher, living room w/vaulted ceiling & gas 
fireplace, sunroom w/gas heater.  The lower level features finished walkout w/2 bed-
rooms, 1 bath, family room, utility/laundry room w/washer/dryer hook up & storage area. 
The home has Bryant FA gas furnace w/central air and has rural county water, & septic. 
(Not in the city limits) Hillside setting with easy access to Hwy 61 & Hwy 54. 

Open House on the Real Estate on Thursday, October 8, 2026 from 4:30 pm. – 
6:30 p.m. or for a private showing contact David, Dusty or Bill at 636-366-4206. 

FORD EXPLORER SELLS AT 12:30 P.M. 
2016 Ford XLT Explorer, 4 wheel drive automatic  

CHILD’S SCOOTERS 
HOUSEHOLD & MISC. 

LAWN & GARDEN 
SHOP & MACHINIST TOOLS 

COACH BAGS 
LOT MEN’S & WOMEN LEATHER JACKETS 

SWORDS, SPORTING, AXE THROWING, ETC.  
OWNER: 

SHANNON REESE 
 

 
    
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 Troy Office: 636-366-4206       
Thornhillauction.com

DAVID THORNHILL 
314-393-7241 

Troy, MO

DUSTY THORNHILL 
314-393-4726 

Troy, MO

BILL UNSELL 
573-470-0037 
Frankford, MO

Auctioneers

The Auxiliary to VFW 
Post 2173 met on Thursday, 
10 September 2026, at the 
Vandalia Area Fairgrounds.  

 
President Victoria Shaw 

called the 7 p.m., meeting to 
order. Opening ceremonies 
were observed. 

The August meeting mi-
nutes were approved as 
read. The Treasurer's report 
was given and filed for re-
view. 

Dues are currently pay-
able in the amount of $25 
with the deadline being Dec. 
31. Three members have not 

paid their dues. 
During the business 

meeting the Auxiliary 
members were reminded 
that there will be a float for 
the Sept. 26 Prairie Days' 
Parade. 

Adopt-a-Vet at the Mis-
souri Veteran's Home in 
Mexico was determined for 
Leon Dempsey, Howard 
Frances, Daryl Smith and 
Don Sprouls in the amount 
of $60 for the year. 

Patriot's Pen Essay 
Contest information has 
been shared with Shaylin 
Bailey, 7th and 8th grade 

communication arts teacher 
at Van-Far. 

Closing ceremonies were 
observed and the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

The six members attend-
ing were Joy Davis, Val Gal-
loway, Judy Hull, Ruth 
Miller, Lionel Shaw, and 
Victoria Shaw. 

 
The next scheduled aux-

iliary meeting is Thursday, 
Oct. 8 at the Vandalia Area 
Fairgrounds. The time of the 
meeting will be 7 p.m. All 
members are encouraged to 
attend.

Auxiliary To VFW Post 2173  
To Sponsor Patriot’s Pen

•Sewer Camera Inspections 
•New Construction 
•Tankless Heater 
             Installations 
•Sales & Service

573-719-9474 
mingramplumbing@gmail.com 

18080 Bluebonnet Lane 
Bowling Green

Our Services

Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 
Kingdom City, MO 

573-642-7486 
Please visit our website at  

www.callawaylivestock.com 
Feeder sale every Monday at Noon 
Slaughter steers & heifers sell first 

You are welcome to come in person or 
watch or buy on the internet
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Heifers, Med. & Large

Computer Avg.
300 & Down 
300-400 
400-500 
500-600 
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700-800 
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Others

Steers & Heifers
Mixed Select

Receiving Hours Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Mon. 8 a.m.- 
We appreciate your business both buyers & sellers! For more info contact 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Feeder Sale Report For 9-21-2026      Monday Receipts 1,085 Head
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 ALL SLAUGHTER STEERS & HEIFERS SOLD ON MON. NOON

Select

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
General Election 

November 3, 2026 
The deadline for NEW registrations is 

October 7, 2026. 
You must register if you have moved 

into Pike County or recently turned 18 or 
will turn 18 on or before October 7, 2026. 

If you are already registered in Pike 
County, your registration will need to be 
updated if you have a name change or 
moved within Pike County. You may have 
a new polling place. 

You may register or make changes at 
the Pike County Clerk’s Office, 115 W. 
Main, Bowling Green, Mo. 

Hours are Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. 

If you have any questions, please call 
573-324-2412 option 7. 

Laura Stumbaugh 
Pike County Clerk/ 
Election Authority

Need A Ride?
OATS Transit is cur-

rently offering regular 
transportation services to 
the rural general public of 
any age.  

To schedule a ride or to 
inquire about services avail-
able in your area, please call 
the OATS Transit office at 
660-415-0901 or 800-654-
6287.  

You can also visit our 
website at www.oatstran-
sit.org, where you can find 
your local schedule by 
clicking on your county 
under the “Bus Schedules” 
tab.  

Offices will be closed 
and regular routes not run-
ning on Monday, Oct. 12 
for Columbus Day.

Kiffany Ardeneaux

Robert Butler

NECAC Hires 
Energy 
Counselors

NECAC has hired Kif-
fany Ardeneaux of Loui-
siana and Robert Butler 
of Rockport, Ill., as 
energy assistance coun-
selors. 

Ardeneaux is a 2008 
graduate of Louisiana 
High School. She is a 
former executive director 
of the Louisiana 
Chamber of Commerce 
and served as a Louisiana 
City Council member. 
She has worked in cus-
tomer service for 13 
years. 

Butler attended Cactus 
High School in Glendale, 
Ariz., and is working on a 
teaching degree from 
Grand Canyon Univer-
sity. He has experience in 
data entry and customer 
service. 

Energy assistance 
counselors process appli-
cations to the Low-In-
come Home Energy 
Assistance Program and 
the Energy Crisis Inter-
vention Program. The 
programs are funded by 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Serv-
ices and distributed 
through the Missouri De-
partment of Social Serv-
ices, which then 
contracts with NECAC 
and other Community 
Action Agencies in Mis-
souri to administer the 
service. Payments are 
sent directly to utility 
companies.
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Pike To Pike . . .

By Wyvetta Davis-Niffen 
1-217-320-8438  

  Whoso keepeth his 
mouth and his tongue kee-
peth his soul from troubles.  
Proverbs 21:23 

This coming Saturday the 
Big River Band will be 
playing at the Pike County 
Senior Center in Pittsfield 
with the music starting at 
6:30 p.m. Free admission. 
Be sure and bring a snack 
and a non-alcoholic drink as 
there are no concession 
stands or meals served dur-
ing the show.  

The Pike County Senior 
Citizens Center at 220 West 
Adams Street in Pittsfield 
will be holding their fund-
raiser Fish Fry on Thursday, 
October 8th, from 4:30-6 
p.m. The menu will be your 
choice of catfish fillet or 
buffalo with three set sides 
this month of potato salad, 
slaw, green bean casserole, 
plus your choice of dessert, 
and tea. Eat-in or carry-out. 
All ages are welcome. 
Questions call 217-285-
4969. Gift certificates are 
available for any amount. 
The Center does not receive 
any federal or state funding, 
so everyone's ongoing sup-
port is appreciated to help 
keep the center up and run-
ning.  

The E-Waste Recycling 
Event will be held from 9 
a.m.-12 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 
10, at the Pike County Sen-
ior Center, 220 West Adams 
Street, Pittsfield, and is open 
to the public. Questions, 
please call 1-217-440-9205. 

Sunday, Oct. 11, starting 
at 6 p.m., His Little Feet or-
phanage choir will be per-
forming a concert at Detroit 
Christian Church.  Everyone 
is welcome to attend. 

Birthdays and Anniversa-
ries for the week of Oct. 1-
6, 2026: 

Oct. 1 - my one and only 
son Nathan Davis, Shawn 
Haughey, Carol and Bob 
Barton 

Oct. 2 - Candy Evans, 
Sue Dell, Tristan Howard, 
John Kroeschel 

Oct. 3 - Dana Lewis 
Oct. 4 - Mark and Anita 

Conkright 
Oct. 5 - Michaella Ut-

singer, Tim Brown 
Oct. 6 - Mirranda Brown, 

Scott Carnes, Marni and 
Brian Bradshaw 

One of Jamie Niffen's 
sisters Mary Niffen Harri-
son Foiles of Louisiana, 
Missouri, died on Tuesday, 
Sept.22. She was a daughter, 
sister, wife, mother of 
seven, and grandmother 
(and great and great great) 
of 125. She will be deeply 
missed by all who loved and 
knew her.  

Trivia Questions for This 
Week: 

1.  What is the ninth of 
the ten commandments? 

2.  Which U.S. President 
was the only ordained min-
ister before becoming Pres-
ident? (thanks Bobby 
Johnston for this question 
and answer) 

3.  Genuine ivory comes 
from what three animals? 

Randy and Myrna Re-
noud of Ottawa, Kansas, 
were in the area Thursday, 
Sept. 17 where they visited 
his sister and brother-in-law, 
Carla and Gary Furniss of 
Barry, and his brother and 
sister-in-law, Ken and Doro-
thy Renoud of Martinsburg.  
They also attended the class 
of 1966 reunion that was 
held at Fiddlestix in Hanni-
bal. 

Recently we went to the 
Harvest Ridge Market in In-
dependence, Ill., and really 
enjoyed going up and down 
the aisles. So many things to 
tell you about. Lots of deli 
meats and other meats as 
well. Also lots and lots of 
different spices.  Just a vari-
ety of different things. 
Worth your trip to see. 

Jamie and I enjoyed at-
tending the Bowling Green 
Homecoming football game 
last Friday evening. Grand-
son Michael Niffen is on the 
team. 

 
DATES TO MARK ON 

YOUR CALENDAR: 
Saturday, Oct. 3 - Big 

River Band - Pike County 
Senior Center - music at 
6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 17 - Big 
River Band - Pike County 
Senior Center - music at 
6:30 p.m.

I am super excited to an-
nounce to you that I have offi-
cially partnered up with the Pike 
County Genealogical Society 
right here in Bowling Green to 
help bring Cotton home.  

The PCGS has been located 
in Bowling Green since it was 
formed in March of 
1999, but it has been lo-
cated at the site of the 
old Pike County Jail 
since March of 2012. 
The Pike County Com-
missioner’s gifted the 
building to the Society 
with the stipulation that 
a county museum was 
to be created. 

The Mission and Vi-
sion Statements of the PCGS 
align with my efforts to bring the 
history of Bowling Green to the 
forefront of our citizens minds. 
The Pike County Genealogical 
Society and Jail Museum 
serves as the guardian of Pike 
County’s rich history, and Cot-
ton Fitzsimmons is a big part of 
that history. 

The PCGS is a 501(c)(3), 
non-for-profit organization lo-
cated at 5 East Church St. be-
hind the parking lot of the 
current BGPD. The museum 
houses some amazing artifacts 
and items from our County. Do 
you want to see Glenn Jacobs’, 
a.k.a. Kane’s high school letter 
jacket? There is only one in the 

world, and it is in this museum. 
If you want to know about your 
family tree, their library is jam 
packed with books, news-
papers, periodicals, maps, you 
name it, if it happened in Pike 
County, they have it. 

It is our hopes that, as a 
501(c)(3), we can 
garner a bigger corpo-
rate response to help 
with our statue project, 
making this dream be-
come a reality. Please 
help us on our mission 
to bring Cotton back to 
the streets he grew up 
on, the school he at-
tended, and the place 
where he was inspired 

to become a legendary coach? 
If you would like to donate to 

our cause, please make a 
check payable to the Pike 
County Genealogical Society, 
with “C.F. Statue” written on the 
memo line. Your donation is 100 
percent tax deductible, and you 
will receive a receipt upon deliv-
ery. Remember that any contrib-
ution of $1,000 or more will get 
your name or company name 
on the side of the monument for 
millions of people to see over 
the next one hundred and 50 
years! With much gratitude 

Tom Thompson (636) 345-
2347, BG Mayor 

Audrey Jones (573) 324-
5810, PCGS Treasurer

From The Mayor’s Desk...

TOM THOMPSON-MAYOR 
CITY OF BOWLING GREEN

Vandalia Barber Shop 
215B S. Main - Vandalia 
573-594-3521 
Tuesday - Wednesday - 
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday By Appointment 
All haircuts $10 
Harold Williams 

SPECIAL COW SALE 
Callaway Livestock Center, Inc. 

Kingdom City, MO 
573-642-7486 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 
Market Report 
573-522-9244 

24 hour recording

Jack Harrison - 573-999-7197 
John P. Harrison - 573-220-1482 
Roger Temmen - 573-680-4538 
Justin Oberling - 217-440-7724 

Claude Niemeyer - 573-470-1017 
Tyler Harris - 573-220-2766 

Myles McWhorter - 573-263-3759 
Glenn Stegeman - 573-619-8495 
Jarrod Simpson - 573-247-0706 
Chad Nickelson - 573-631-1627 
Kevin Miliken - 417-588-0307 
Craton Blattel - 417-650-7688Carson Poe - 573-550-9133

Thursday, October 1st 
Sale – 6:00 PM 

Early Consignments 
COWS AND BRED HEIFERS 

JNC Cattle 
• 40 fancy Angus cows, 3–4 years old 

• 20 will have fancy Angus calves by side 
• Remainder will be 3rd-stage bred 

Jones 
• 25 fancy Angus cows, 3–4 years old 
• Fancy black calves by side, 200–300 lbs 

Collard 
• 15 fancy black or black-whiteface cows, 

3–5 years old 
• Black calves by side, 300–400 lbs 

• Rebred to Angus bulls 
Becker 

• 16 black or black-whiteface cows,  
8–10 years old 

• Calves by side, 200–300 lbs 
Brewster 

• 10 Hereford cows, 10 years old 
• Fancy black-whiteface calves by side 

Combs 
• 38 black and black baldy cows 

• Weighing 1,000–1,050 lbs 
• Bred to low-birthweight bulls 

• Start calving December 1 for 45 days 
• Complete vaccination program 

• On RIO-MAX® tubs 
K & J 

• 50 fancy Angus first-calf heifers 
• AI bred to a +15 CED Angus bull 

• Cleaned up with low-birthweight Angus 
bulls for 50 days 

• Due to start calving December 1 
• Complete vaccination program 

• Very gentle 
Korsmeyer Farms 

• 40 bred heifers, 1,200–1,300 lbs 
• Complete vaccination program 

• Reproductive tract checked 
• Bred to registered black Angus bulls 

from Kranjec Farms 
• Low-birthweight, calving-ease Show-

Me-Select bulls 
• Top-quality bulls 

• Start calving October 25 
For More Information Contact: 

Jack Harrison, Owner 
573-999-7197 

Market Report - 573-522-9244  
(24-hour recording)

We Buy  
Salvage Cars &  

Farm Equipment 
Will Pick Up 

Ben’s  
Auto Salvage 

754-3265 or 754-0508

From smartphones and 
laptops to power tools, e-
bikes and electric vehicles, 
lithium-ion batteries power 
an increasing share of ev-
eryday life. They are effi-
cient and convenient, but 
when damaged, improperly 
charged or used with the 
wrong equipment, they can 
overheat, catch fire or ex-
plode. 

National Fire Prevention 
Week is Oct. 4-10. Stephen 
McLane, adjunct instructor 
for University of Missouri 
Extension’s Fire and Rescue 
Training Institute (MU 
FRTI), encourages Missou-
rians to adopt a few simple 
charging habits that can sig-
nificantly reduce the risk of 
battery-related fires. 

“Lithium-ion batteries 
pack a tremendous amount 
of energy into a very small 
space,” McLane said. “That 
makes them ideal for mod-
ern devices, but it also 
means a battery failure can 
escalate very quickly. A few 
basic precautions can go a 
long way toward keeping 
families safe.” 

The challenge is growing 
as lithium-ion batteries be-
come more common, he 
said. Battery fires have be-
come one of the most signif-
icant emerging challenges 
facing the fire service be-
cause of the rapid growth in 
battery-powered devices. 
MU FRTI now offers first 
responder train specifically 
about fires related to 
lithium-ion batteries. 

A report from the Na-
tional Institute of Standards 
and Technology estimates 
that since 2011 there have 
been roughly 198,000 
lithium-ion battery fires in 
structures nationwide and 
about 5,700 fires involving 
electric and plug-in hybrid 
vehicles. And the number of 
battery-related fires is in-
creasing each year. 

Unlike conventional bat-
teries, lithium-ion batteries 
can experience “thermal 
runaway,” a chemical chain 
reaction that causes tem-
peratures to rise rapidly and 
can result in intense fires 
that are difficult to extin-
guish. 

McLane recommends the 
following safety practices: 

Use the charger and cord 
supplied with the device or 
approved by the manufac-
turer. Using the wrong 
charger can damage bat-
teries and increase fire risk. 

Charge devices on hard, 
flat surfaces such as tables 
or countertops, not on beds, 
couches or under pillows, 
where heat can build up. 

Stop using your device if 
it becomes very hot, swells, 
smokes or gives off a 
strange smell. These can be 
signs of battery failure. 

Unplug devices when 
fully charged. Leaving a de-
vice plugged in too long can 
increase stress on the battery 
and allow heat to build up. 

Charge larger items such 
as e-bikes, scooters and 
some power tools outside 

and away from exits. 
“Nearly everyone has 

multiple lithium-ion bat-
teries in their home, often 
without thinking about it,” 
McLane said. “Because 
these devices are so com-
mon, safe charging habits 
need to become routine.”

Charging Up Safely For Fire Prevention Week

 PERSONAL PROPERTY  
AUCTION 

Saturday, Oct. 3 - 9:30 a.m. 
12492 New London Gravel Rd. 

New London, MO 63455 
DIRECTIONS: From Hwy. 61 take Ocean Wave Ln. 
to New London Gravel Rd. Right on New London 
Gravel to Sale. 
Household & Misc.: Queen 4 Piece Bedroom Set / Di-
nette Set / 10° Dropleaf Table & Chairs / Couch with Elec-
tric Recliners / Endtables / Large Metal Desk / Office Chair 
/ File Cabinets / Fans / Cookbooks / Flatware / Glassware 
/ Bakeware / Kitchen Item / Christmas Tree / More Misc. 
Not Listed. 
Antiques & Collectables: Oak Barber Shop Back Bar with 
Marble Shelf / Old Optical Chair / Crocks / Sterling Flatware 
/ Oil Lamps / McCoy Cookie Jar / Old Radios / Halltree 
(Needs Repair) / Large Rolltop Desk / Wood Wardrobe / 
Old Wood Doors / Theater Seats / Trunks / Hat Rack / 
Cheese Box / Upright Martola Radio / Old Utensils / Old 
Projector / Wash Board / Military Items / Advertising Slides 
/ Studebaker Sign (Not Old) / Enamel Ware / Wood Planes 
/ Old Tools / Coo Coo Clock / Mantel Clocks / Buckeye Im-
plement Seat / Old Chrysler Car Radio / Postal Scale / 
Stamp and Post Card Collections / Old Newspapers / Look 
Life Popular Science and Mechanics Magazines / Brass 
Bed / 1939 & 42 Chevy Shop Manuals / Wash Pans / Sad 
Irons / Ice Tongs / Cleaver / Iron Wheels / Kraut Cutter / 
Butter Churn / Misc Watches / Maytag Wringer Washer / 
Tobacco Tins / Hub Caps/ Several Old Car Parts / License 
Plates / Water Cans / Gem Pump / Large Wooden Box / 
Porcelain Sink / Carrom Board / House Jacks / Milk Box / 
Insulators / Metal Lawn Chairs / Red Wagons / Old Toys / 
Wood Wagon Wheels / Dinner Bell / Nail Aprons / Gal-
vanized Buckets / Currier and Ives Dishes / Misc Other 
Glassware Dishes / Foreign Coins / Shotglasses / Hand 
Painted Items / Fishing Items / Cigar Boxes / Old Lamps / 
1950s Atlas / Old Books / Small Antique Safe / Red & Black 
Books / More Not Listed. 
Tools & Misc: Delta Belt & Disc Sander / Table Saw / 
Bench Grinders / Vise / Body Tools / Bar Clamps / Air Tanks 
/ Battery Charger / Several Tool Boxes / Wrenches / 
Sockets / Pipe Wrenches / Large Amount of Misc Tools / 
Floor Jacks / Tubing Cutter / Chain Hoist / Engraving Tool 
/ Router Guide / Lots of Misc Plumbing / Electrical and Misc 
/ Several Electric Motors / New Roll of Barbwire / Electric 
Fence Post / Several Quarts of Oil / Barrel of Kerosene / 
John Deere 72" Belly Mower / Metal Storage Cabinets/ 
More Not Listed. 

Personal Property of the  
Late Al & Wanda Lehenbauer

TERMS: Cash or good check with proper ID • Lunch Served  
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS DAY OF SALE TAKE PRECEDENCE  
SORRY NO CREDIT OR DEBIT CARDS 
OVER ALL OTHER ADVERTISING 

www.harlowauctions.com

Second Missionary Baptist Church 
West Hwy. 54 - Vandalia 

FISH FRY 
Friday, Oct. 2 - 11 a.m.-? 

$14 Serving catfish, fried potatoes, baked beans, cole slaw 
Carry-Outs • Delivery Call 594-2146



Reva Darlene 
Epperson 

Reva Darlene Epperson, 
93, of Curryville died Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, 2026, at 
Baptist Homes of Vandalia. 

Funeral services were Fri-
day at 11 a.m., at Bibb-Veach 
Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Bowling Green. Burial 
was at Berkley Cemetery in 
New London. The Rev. 
Richard Epperson, offici-
ated. 

Visitation was Friday 
from 10 a.m., until the time 
of service. B 

She was born Nov. 12, 
1932 in Monroe City, the 
daughter of Ted and Bessie 
Jefferson Allen. 

Darlene grew up in Mon-
roe City; moving to Center 
in sixth grade and graduated 
from Center School. She was 
a Christian by faith, baptized 
in Annada and a member of 
Frankford Christian Church. 

She worked at the circuit 
clerk’s office right out of 
high school, where she 
would meet her future hus-
band, Ralph Donald Epper-
son, when he came in to get 
a deer tag in 1950, going on 
their first date in his new 
stock truck. They married 
April 21, 1951, in Hannibal. 
Darlene was a stay-at-home 
mom raising her family and 
helping on the family farm. 

She enjoyed riding horses 
and taking care of cattle, she 
was a 4-H mom, club leader 
and served on the extension 
counsel. Her family was her 
greatest hobby. 

Those left to carry on her 
legacy include her children, 
Jerry Epperson and wife, 
Janet of Vandalia, Sherry 
Glover and husband, Jack of 
Shelbyville, Sandy Klott and 
husband, Mark of Curryville 
and Cathy Scherder and hus-
band, Rob of New Hartford; 
grandchildren, Janelle Rick-
etts and husband, Seth, Jena 
Sowers, Jordan Epperson 
and wife, Kylie, Wes Glover, 
Max Glover, Ty Glover and 
wife, Leah, Austin Noble 
and wife, Lauren, Anah Ent-
whistle and husband, Dalton, 
Ben Klott and wife, Amanda,  
and Ella Klott and Austin 
Victer; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; nieces; nephews; and 
extended family. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband 
in 2006 and a daughter, 
Dinah Fay Noble in 2007. 

Memorials may be made 
to Pike County 4-H, Pike 
County Youth Fair (dona-
tions to be used for new live-
stock barn and show ring) or 
Anne’s Anchor in lieu of 
flowers. 

Online condolences may 
be left at www.bibbveach. 
com. 

Elliott Jackson 
‘John’ Appling 

Elliott Jackson "Jack" Ap-
pling, 81, of Mexico died 
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026 at 
University of Missouri Hos-
pital-Columbia. 

He was born March 27, 
1945 in Mexico, the son of 
Elliott Lee and Marjorie 
Helen Jackson Appling. 

Survivors include one 
son, Michael Appling and 
wife, Melissa of Mexico; one 
step-son, Bruce Inlow of 
Kansas City; a siste, Evie 
Fielder and husband, Larry 
of Farber; three grandchil-
dren, Lizzy, Clayton, and 
Caitlin Appling; one great-
grandson, Ezekiel Gooch; 
three nieces, Tonya Fielder, 
Helen Munford, and Debbie 
Rogers; one nephew, Del 
Rogers; two great-nephews, 
Larin Fielder and Ryan Wil-
son; along with other rel-
atives and friends. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and two 

sisters, Sharon Rogers and 
Carolyn Evans. 

Jack was a lifetime area 
resident who enjoyed fishing 
and spending time working 
on cars and trucks. He espe-
cially treasured time spent 
with his family, and his 
grandchildren held a very 
special place in his heart. 

There are no services 
planned at this time and 
Bienhoff Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with cre-
mation rites. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Mexico 
Missouri Veteran Home and 
mailed c/o Bienhoff Funeral 
Home P.O. Box 6, Laddonia, 
MO 63352. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
uneralhome.com. 

Mary Lou Shaw 
Mary Lou Shaw, 80, of 

Eufaula, Ala., died  Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, 2026. 

Visitation was from 11 
a.m.-12 p.m., Wednesday at 
Waters Funeral Home in 
Vandalia. 

Graveside services were 
at 1 p.m., Wednesday at Van-
dalia Cemetery. 

Local arrangements are 
being handled by Waters Fu-
neral Home of Vandalia. 

Mary Lou was born June 
24, 1946, in Mexico, the 
daughter of the late Joseph 
Arnold and Emma Wilma 
Kraft Rutherford. 

Survivors include her 
daughters, Amy Shaw Priest 
and Cathrine Shaw Ritter, 
both of Eufaula, Ala.; grand-
children, Hana Marie Priest, 
Mary Parker Priest, and Jo-
seph T. Ritter; a brother, J.A. 
Rutherford and wife, Con-
nie; one sister, Linda May 
Waters and husband, Ronnie; 
and several nieces and 
nephews. 

In addition to her parents, 
Mrs. Shaw was preceded in 
death by her husband, Ter-
rance Eugene “Terry” Shaw. 

Pallbearers were Joseph 
Ritter, Brian Drawdy, Kelly 
Shaw, Kevin Shaw, Tyler 
Shaw, Ronnie Joe Waters, 
Lee Scrogin, Zach Scrogin 
and Jay Orr. 

Online condolences may 
be made to the family on 
Mary Lou's memorial page 
at www.watersfuneral.com. 

Kenneth  
Patrick Goree 

Kenneth Patrick Goree, 
57, of Louisiana died Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, 2026 at the 
Hannibal Regional Hospital 
in Hannibal. 

Collier Funeral Home in 
Louisiana is in charge of cre-
mation rites according to his 
wishes. No services are 
scheduled. 

 He was born Nov. 22, 
1968 in Columbia to Joseph 
L. and Laura L. Niffen 
Goree. 

 He is survived by his 
mother, Laura LaVerne 
Goree of Bowling Green; 
three sons, Ryan Tussy of 
Arizona, Christopher Goree 
of Sierra Vista, Ariz., and 
Kyle Goree of Casa Grande, 
Ariz.; three daughters, Sa-
mantha Kellerman of Sierra 
Vista, Ariz., Shantelle Ram-
mel of Clinton, N.C., and 
Madison Goree of Clinton, 
N.C.; his grandchildren, 
Shayne Kellerman of Sierra 
Vista, Ariz., Scarlet Keller-
man of Sierra Vista, Ariz., 
Henley Goree of Virginia, 
Waverly Goree of Sierra 
Vista, Ariz., and Chandler 
Goree of Sierra Vista, Ariz.; 
a brother, James W. Goree of 
Kansas City, Kan.; and a 
sister, Lisa Verzosa of South-
ern Pine, N.C. 

 He was preceded in death 
by his father, Joseph L. 
Goree, and two brothers, Jo-
seph W. Goree and Kevin L. 
Goree, and a son, Tyler 

Goree. 
 Kenneth worked as a fast-

food manager most of his ca-
reer. He also attended 
college for an associate de-
gree in general studies.  He 
was an avid fisherman, loved 
the St. Louis Cardinals, the 
St. Louis Blues, and the Ari-
zona Cardinals football 
teams. He will be remem-
bered as a loving son and 
father. 

 Online condolences can 
be sent to the family at col-
lierfuneral.com. 

Lisa Lea 
Branstetter 

Memorial service for Lisa 
Lea Branstetter, 60, of 
Farber, will be at 6 p.m., at 
Bienhoff Funeral Home in 
Laddonia with pastor Chris 
Atkinson officiating. Private 
family burial will take place 
in the Laddonia Cemetery at 
a later date. 

Visitation will be from 4 
p.m., until the time of the 
service at the funeral home 
in Laddonia. 

Lisa died Saturday, Sept. 
26, 2026 at her home. 

She was born Nov. 26, 
1965 in Mexico, the daugh-
ter of Jackie Lee Snyder and 
Barbara FrancIs Stanford 
King. 

Lisa is survived by a son, 
Chad Branstetter and wife, 
Kayelee of Perry; her 
mother, Barbara King of 
Laddonia; one sister; Angie 
Snyder of Laddonia; two 
half-brothers, Charles 
Snyder of Martinsburg and 
Rick Chism and wide, El-
donna of Laddonia; one 
grandduaghter, Natalia Bran-
stetter; nieces and nephews, 
Amber Snyder and Nathan 
Pargeon, Josh Snyder and 
wife, Victoria, Dustin Chism 
and wife, Mackenzie, Calla 
Davidson and husband, 
Zach, Derek Chism and 
wife, Nikole, and Kalene 
Gaston and husband, Justin; 
great-nieces and -nephews, 
Kade and Barrett Pargeon, 
Aubree, Oaklee, and Onyx 
Snyder; along with other rel-
atives and a host of friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father, a sister, Penny 
Sue Snyder, and her beloved 
dog, Bullet. 

Lisa was a lifetime area 
resident and a 1984 graduate 
of Community R-6 High 
School. She worked for 17 
years at the local brick plant 
and, most recently, cleaned 
many homes and businesses 
throughout the area. 

Lisa greatly enjoyed her 
dogs and had a special place 
in her heart for her current 
companion, Star, her favorite 
three-legged friend. She 
loved socializing with 
friends, especially while 
sharing good conversation 
over a cold beverage. Above 
all, Lisa treasured her family 
and the time spent with 
them. Her granddaughter 
held an especial special place 
in her heart and brought her 
great joy. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Laddonia 
Cemetery and mailed c/o 
Bienhoff Funeral Home, P.O. 
Box 6, Laddonia, MO 
63352. 

Online condolences may 
be made at www.bienhofff-
uneralhome.com. 

Mary Edith 
Harrison Foiles 

 Mary Edith Harrison 
Foiles, 90, of Louisiana died 
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026 at 
her home in Louisiana. 

Funeral services will be at 
11:00 a.m., Saturday at Col-
lier Funeral Home in Louisi-
ana. Burial will be at the 
Riverview Cemetery in Lou-
isiana. 

Visitation will be held 
from 4-8 p.m., Friday at the 

funeral home. 
 Mary was born Feb. 16, 

1936 at home in Alexander 
County, Ill., to George Lester 
and Laura Wintjen Niffen. 
She grew up in Louisiana 
and later met Roy Alexander 
Harrison and they were mar-
ried on April 10, 1952 at the 
First Baptist Church in Lou-
isiana. They then moved to 
Illinois where they had and 
raised seven children. After 
Roy’s retirement they moved 
back to Pike County until 
Roy died on Nov. 14, 1994. 
She later married Douglas 
Carl Foiles on Aug. 2, 1997 
in Louisiana. He preceded 
her in death on April 29, 
2009. She then lived the rest 
of her life with her family, fi-
nally settling back in Louisi-
ana where she spent her last 
years. 

 She is survived by three 
sons, Roy A. Harrison and 
wife, Maggie of Vandalia, 
Lester E. Harrison and wife, 
Roxy of Louisiana, and 
David H. Harrison of Cali-
fornia; three daughters, 
Angela Reddick of Hannibal, 
Lydia M. Weissenfluh and 
husband, Paul of Woodriver, 
Ill., and Kathy D. Tepen and 
husband, John of Louisiana; 
and including her bonus 
babies, she had a combined 
number of 125 grandchil-
dren; great-grandchildren; 
and great- great-grandchil-
dren. She also is survived by 
a brother, James Niffen of 
Pittsfield, Ill.; and three 
sisters, Laura Goree of 
Bowling Green, Brenda 
Culp of Columbia, and Shir-
ley Robinson of Guatemala; 
and numerous other ex-
tended family. 

 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Lester and 
Laura Niffen, husband, Roy 
Harrison on Nov. 14, 1994, 
husband, Doug Foiles on 
April 29, 2009, a daughter, 
Debra Besaw Aug. 6, 2025, 
and 11 siblings, Gene, 
Wanda, Sarah, Glenda, 
Bubby, Cookie, Darlene, 
Robert, Bill, Linda, and 
Joyce. 

 Mary had the most beau-
tiful smile and a soul to 
match. She loved the Lord 
and her family more than life 
itself. Her love, kindness, 
and acceptance of all people 
made her one of a kind. She 
gave her last to those she 
loved and those in need with 
a smile on her face. Mary 
read her Bible, prayed, and 
worshipped the Lord in song 
every day. At Christmas & 
Easter every year, she would 
gather her children & grand-
children for a celebration 
that always began with a 
prayer and included a deli-
cious meal followed by gifts, 
Christmas stockings, or 
Easter baskets for all. She 
was a stay-at-home mom, a 
good cook, and raised her 
children in church. 

She loved singing those 
old gospel hymns and even 
enjoyed writing her own 
songs and poetry. She was an 
avid reader of novels and 
could complete 20 novels 
every couple of weeks. She 
lived by God’s will and has 
been a Sunday school 
teacher, taught Bible school, 
and even a Cub Scout leader. 
But the things she loved the 
most was God and her 
family. She was a wonderful 
mother, wife, sister, aunt, 
friend, and was an amazing 
grandmother. All who knew 
her loved her. She will be 
greatly missed and never for-
gotten. 

 Pallbearers will be Kyle 
Johnson, Jason Craig, Nikki 
Jones, Gavin Gilbert, Ian 
Kramer, Logan Webster, Jes-
sie Weissenfluh, and Triston 
Beavers. 

 Memorials may be made 
to Community Loving Care 
Hospice, or to the family, c/o 
Collier Funeral Homes, Inc. 

Online condolences can 
be sent at collierfuneral.com. 

Brent Franklin 
Teasley 

Funeral services for Brent 
Franklin Teasley of Elsberry 
will be at 10 a.m., Friday at 
the Elsberry United Method-
ist Church in Elsberry. The 
Rev. Laura Taylor, pastor of 
Elsberry United Methodist 
Church, will officiate with 
burial in Old Alexandria 

Cemetery near Troy.  
Visitation will be from 4-

8 p.m., Thursday at Elsberry 
United Methodist Church. 

Brent, 68, was born May 
19, 1958 in Winchester, 
Maine, the son of Franklin 
Roosevelt and Emma Eliza-
beth “Betty” Teasley.  

He died Tuesday, Sept. 
22, 2026 at his home.  

Brent was a 1976 gradu-
ate of Silex High School. He 
was united in marriage on 
Sept. 8, 1979 in Millwood to 
Mary Lou Norton. This 
union was blessed with three 
sons. Tyler Brent, Tory Cole 
and Trent Gregory.  

Brent was instrumental in 
re-starting FFA at the Els-
berry R-II School District. 
He was a leader of various 4-
H Clubs. Brent was also in-
strumental in getting Angel 
Hope in Troy. He was on the 
board of Bereaved Parents.  

Brent was a longtime 
member of the Elsberry 
United Methodist Church 
where he held various posi-
tions over the years. Brent 
was the lead operator and re-
search technician for MEMC 
Electronics, from 1976 until 
his retirement in 2018. 

He had fond memories of 
chores and farming from an 
early age. He was proud to 
keep the acres he grew up on 
and to pass them on to his 
sons. His greatest joy was 
being with his grandkids. 

Brent was preceded in 
death by one brother, Greg 
Teasley; one son, Tyler Teas-
ley; and his mother, Betty 
Teasley. 

Survivors include his  
wife of 47 years, Mary Teas-
ley of Silex; two sons, Tory 
Teasley and wife, Jessica of 
Silex and Trent Teasley and 
wife, Emily of Troy; and five 
grandchildren, Marley Stout, 
Kaden Teasley, Lincoln 
Teasley, Lane Teasley and 
Luke Teasley. Brent also 
leaves his father, Frankie 
Teasley of Silex; one brother, 
Bennie Teasley and wife, 
Tonya, of Bowling Green; 
one sister, Joni Gallup and 
husband, Rick of High 
Ridge; several nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends. 

Serving as pallbearers 
will be Dwayne Norton, 
Brian Norton, Corey Norton, 
Ben Norton, Darren Norton, 
Payton Teasley, and Jason 
Dowell. Honorary pall-
bearers will be Mike Stanek, 
Jim Moxley, Dale Simmons, 
Tom Boedeker, Joe Boe-
deker, Ray Norton, Shane 
Dunlap, and Tony Spires. 

Memorials may be made 
to the Elsberry United Meth-
odist Church, c/o Carter-
Ricks Funeral Home, 107 
South 5th Street; Elsberry, 
MO 63343.  

Online condolences may 
be made at www.carterricks-
funeralhome.com.  

Pamela Jean 
Romano 

Pamela Jean Romano, 75, 
of Curryville died peacefully 
at home on Thursday, Sept. 
24, 2026. 

Pamela was born in St. 
Louis on Feb. 1, 1951, to the 
late Thomas and Velma Ma-
gruder. She was also pre-
ceded in death by her 
beloved sister, Gail Ma-
gruder. 

She was the devoted wife 
of Roger Summers, with 
whom she made their home 
in Curryville. She was the 
proud and loving mother of 
two sons, Sebastian Thomas 
Romano of O’Fallon, and 
Christopher Romano of St. 
Peters. 

For several years, Pamela 
worked as a home health 
aide before retiring. Caring 
for others came naturally to 
her. She was kind, thought-
ful, helpful, and deeply lov-
ing. She never asked what 
anyone could do for her. In-
stead, she was always the 
one asking what she could 
do or give to help someone 
else. 

Pamela was an avid 
reader and could happily 
lose herself in a good book. 
She also had an extraordi-
nary love for dogs. In fact, 
during holiday meals, a sus-
picious amount of her food 
had a way of “accidentally” 
finding its way onto the 

floor, where a dog just hap-
pened to be waiting. 
Whether accidental or not, 
the dogs certainly knew they 
had an ally in Pam. 

She had a generous spirit 
and found joy in taking care 
of others, whether it was 
through her work, a thought-
ful gesture, a helping hand, a 
shared laugh, or a little extra 
food for a four-legged friend. 
She gave without keeping 
score and loved without ask-
ing for anything in return. 

Pamela leaves behind her 
husband, Roger Summers; 
two sons, Sebastian Thomas 
Romano and Christopher 
Romano. 

She will be remembered 
for her fierce spirit, her kind-
ness, her humor, her gener-
osity, her love of reading, 
and her enormous love for 
dogs. Most of all, she will be 
remembered as someone 
who was always willing to 
give of herself to help some-
one else. 

Pam was small in stature, 
but she lived with a big 
heart, a strong voice, a sharp 
sense of humor, and a fierce 
love for the people and ani-
mals in her life. 

At Pamela’s request, there 
will be no funeral or memo-
rial services. Her family will 
honor her memory privately 
and carry her love, laughter, 
and unforgettable spirit with 
them always.  

The family is being 
served by Bibb-Veach Fu-
neral Home & Crematory in 
Bowling Green. 

She will be deeply 
missed, forever loved, and 
never forgotten. 

Kenneth 
Bernard 
Kniess 

Kenneth Bernard Kniess, 
79, of Lewistown, formerly 
of Hannibal died Sunday, 
Aug. 30, 2026 after suffering 
a stroke in 2023.  

He was born in Colby, 
Wis., on Nov. 23, 1946, the 
son of Myron Alfred and 
Evelyn Frane Kniess. He 
was united in marriage to 
Bessie Louise Aiken in 2012 
at his home in Ralls County. 
She preceded him in death. 

Surviving are three chil-
dren, Jason Kniess and wife, 
Kelly of Ellington, Shawn 
Kniess of Warrenton, and 
Sherry Nutt of Wentzville; 
one step-daughter, Ruth Ste-
wart and husband, Eddie of 
Quincy, Ill.; a step-son, 
Frank Quinlin of Hanniba; 
eight sisters, Yvonne Hofen, 
Marie Bounds and husband, 
Boyd, Donna Morriss, Kath-
leen Branham and husband, 
Jim, Delores 'Dee' Black-
well, Sandy Reid and hus-
band, Ben, Judy Cochran, 
Sue Wankel and husband, 
Chuck; granddaughter, Meg-
han Kniess; grandsons, 
Wyatt and Deacon Kniess; 
and many, many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

Kenny was preceded in 
death by his parents, a 
brother, Harold Kniess and 
two sisters, Bernadette Cobb 
and Mary Ann Kniess. 

Kenny resided near Han-
nibal where he was engaged 
in trucking. He was an avid 
lover of tractors, collecting 
Allis-Chalmers tractors and 
was proud to drive them in 
parades and often did. 

His wishes were to be cre-
mated.  

Graveside services will be 
held at St. Clement Ceme-
tery at a later date.  

Hudson-Rimer Funeral 
Home in Edina was in 
charge of cremation.

THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE

Obituaries
Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2026 • Page 4

We  
Welcome 

Your  
Local  
News



Online  
Payments 

Now Available

Pay  
Online 
Now!!!



NECAC has hired 
K’veon Burse, Tyler Shade 
and Thomas Hollis of Loui-
siana and Jordan Turner and 
Matt Wiss of Bowling 
Green as weatherization 
crew technicians. 

Burse is a 2025 graduate 
of Louisiana High School 
and has experience in main-
tenance work. Hollis gradu-
ated from Palestine, Texas, 
High School in 2023 and is 
a former factory forklift op-

erator. Shade graduated high 
school in O’Fallon, Ill., in 
2008 and attended South-
western Illinois College. He 
has experience in carpentry.  

 
Turner is a 2023 graduate 

of Louisiana High School 
and has labor experience.  

 
Wiss graduated from 

Bowling Green High School 
in 2005 and has experience 
at a lumber yard and in re-

tail. 
The NECAC Weatheriza-

tion Program provides up-
grades to hundreds of homes 
each year. Funding is pro-
vided through contracts with 
the Missouri Department of 

Economic Development’s 
Division of Energy 

 
More information about 

NECAC weatherization 
services is available by cal-
ling 573-324-2251.
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SEVERAL YARD 
SALE - Oct. 2 & 3, 
Heritage Place Apart-
ments (behind Dos 
Primos), Hwy. 61, 
B.G. 

 
GARAGE SALE & 

BARBECUE - Sat-
urday, Faith Taberna-
cle Cogic, Vandalia. 
Delivery available 
573-939-8097. Ribs, 
pork steaks, chicken, 
brats. 907 W. Home, 
Vandalia. 

USED DOUBLE-
WIDE - DUTCH. 
Amish built in Indi-
ana, excellent con-
dition, 3 bed., 2 bath. 
FINANCING. Call for 

info 573-249-3333, 
marktwainmobi le-
homes. com. (tf) 

 
I BUY . . . . . used 

mobile homes. Call 
or text 573-338-6250 
or email 
GregS.CDH@out-
look.com.  

LOUISIANA house, 
2 bedroom. Recently 
refurnished. See to 
appreciate. 636-795-
1808. 

 
 

SELF-STORAGE - 
In Vandalia. Units in 
3 sizes - 10x20, 
10x10, and 8x10. 
L&S Storage, 573-
248-4563. (tf) 

 
MODERN MATUR-

ITY BUILDING - Van-
dalia - Family 
reunion, shower, 
birthday. Call Art 
Wiser, 594-3224.  

5 MONTH old pul-
lets, just started lay-
ing. Several varieties 
available. Ivan and 
Katie Eicher, 8030 
Pike 466, Curryville, 
MO 63339. (c2-44) 

PASTURE raised 
cornish cross meat 
chickens, around 
seven weeks old. 
Processed $4 lb. 
Ready to go now. 
Ivan and Katie 
Eicher, 8030 Pike 
466, Curryville, MO 
63339. (c2-44) 

 
TAKING ORDERS 

for pasture-raised 
turkeys. They will be 
processed the day 
before Thanksgiving. 
Ivan and Katie 
Eicher, 8030 Pike 
466, Curryville, MO 
63339. (c2-44) 

 
 
 

PUPPIES to give 
away to good homes. 
Idaho Shag mother 
(combination Aer-
dale, Border Collie, 
Australian Shepherd. 
Gentle, loving, smart. 
Text Rebecca at 573-
470-2582. Leave a 
message, your 
number, and I will call 
you back. (c3-43) 

 
MO Firearms Co. 

Inventory closeout. 
Firearms, am-
munition switch-
blades and reloading 
supplies at cost. 573-
470-9111 . (x6-43) 

 
REFURNISHED 

COMPUTERS, parts, 
accessories. Call 
Geeky Hillbilly Com-
puters 573-324-
7176. (tf) 

 
METAL ROOFING. 

Wagler Metals: 
21764 Pike 409, 
Bowling Green. (tf) 

 
GOOD used tires, 

passenger & light 
truck, $15 & up. Van-
dalia Firestone & 
Appliance, 594-6624.  

  
 
 

NO HUNTING OR 
T R E S PA S S I N G , 
Murry Shepherd 
Farms. Violators will 
be prosecuted. Not 
responsible for in-
juries or accidents.  

 
NO TRESPASS-

ING OR HUNTING  
on the property of 
Cherlyn Boots. Vio-
lators will be prose-
cuted. Not 
responsible for acci-
dents on property.  

P R E M I E R E 
PRESSURE WASH-
ING - Outside house 
cleaning, soffitts, 
driveways, decks, 
patios, fence clean-
ing, farm equipment, 
and trailers. Free es-
timates. 573-253-
8811. (tf) 

 
RICK’S LAWN 

EQUIPMENT & 
GOLF CARTS - 
Sales, service, and 
parts. Used golf cars 
and mowers. Hwy. 54 
West, Louisiana, MO 
63353, 573-754-
5055. (tf) 

 
 
 

GEEKY HILLBILLY 
COMPUTER SERV-
ICES LLC - B.G. 
computer repair & re-
cycling, 573-324-
7176, 573-567-6164.  

 
B&J SEPTIC 

PUMPING - Com-
mercial or residential, 
septic pumping & re-
pair, sewer augering 
& repair, grease trap 
pumping and porta 
potty rentals. Butch 
Menne, 573-384-
5536.  

 

BROWN’S SEP-
TIC PUMPING - 
Commercial or res-
idential, portable toi-
let rental, job sites, 
special events, auc-
tions. Brown’s Septic 
Pumping, 206 Brown 
Lane, Louisiana, 
754-5812. (tf) 

 
NAME DOILIES - 

Hand crocheted by 
Ann Hecox. Make 
great personal gifts. 
217-656-3654 an-
nahcx-@gmail.com. 
(tf) 

 

FOR RENT
All classified ads are payable in advance.  40-cents per word, $4 minimum.  Deadline: Monday at 9 A.M.  

Classifieds
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GARAGE SALES FOR SALE

Ashley Jenkins
3404 Georgia St.

$54,333

Stock #T4217A 
2024 Ford Bronco Wildtrak,  

Exterior Color Shadow Black 
Interior Color Medium Sandstone,   
16,154 Miles, Auto, 4-Wheel Drive

Poage Ford

Hart Care Chiropractic
L. Shane Hart D.C. 

Serving the  
region 

for 32 years

Got pain? 
Digestive problems? 
No Energy?

Being healthy & staying healthy 
is really QUITE SIMPLE! 

Call today - 573-324-2225 
300 W. Main  

Bowling Green

Hickerson Shoe Repair
HOURS: Sat. 9 a.m.-noon

116 N. Court - Bowling Green 
573-470-3413

NO HUNTING

JAY HURD 
TREE SERVICE 

485-2332 or  
573-470-1929 

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED - 
BONDED - INSURED 

I.S.A. Certified Arborist 
On Staff 

Now accepting most 
major credit cards

MOBILE HOMES

SERVICES SERVICES

TOP SOIL 
FILL DIRT 

For Sale 
754-5812

Cut Rate Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Service 
Gary Motley 

CALL TODAY - 573-330-8507 
“Specializing in home repair, plumbing,  

drain cleaning & service work”

FOR SALE

Bowling Green Elementary Secretary 
The Bowling Green R-I School District is ac-

cepting applications for Elementary Secretary 
– ten month position with benefits. Anticipated 
start date December 7, 2026.  
Application deadline is until position is filled. 
Must possess:  
Positive attitude and a desire to work with all 
age children and parents 
Ability to multi-task and prioritize 
Familiarity with computer applications 
Good communication skills 
Ability to manage difficult situations 
Flexible with workplace needs 
Manage office operations 
Maintain schedules and calendars 

Applications available at the Superinten-
dent’s Office, 700 West Adams, Bowling 
Green MO 63334, or by phone 573-324-5441. 
(EOE) 

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

SERVICES
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What a weekend. What a community. And what a wonderful way to celebrate 
America’s 250th birthday! 

On behalf of the Vandalia Area Chamber of Commerce, we want to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who had any part in making Prairie Days 2026 such a wonderful success. A small town came 
together, people pitched in wherever they were needed, and together we created a weekend we should 
all be so proud. 

First, THANK YOU to our sponsors!  Some of you have supported Prairie Days since we first began 
offering sponsorships years ago, while others have joined us along the way. That group continues to 
grow, and we cannot say strongly enough how important your support is. Prairie Days simply would not 
be possible without you. We are incredibly appreciative of your continued generosity and your willingness 
to invest in our community. 

Thank you to our community for showing up and supporting Prairie Days. Thank you to everyone 
who volunteered, helped set up, worked a food stand, moved something, picked something up, answered 
a question or simply said, “I’ve got that.” Those little moments of someone stepping forward are what 
make a big event happen. 

No one puts on an event like Prairie Days alone. It takes a team, and more importantly, it takes a 
community. 

We also want to thank our amazing performers, food vendors, the parade entries and everyone who 
helped provide activities throughout the weekend. From the live music and wonderful food, drinks and 
snacks to the bounce houses, games, petting zoo, face painting, bingo, YMCA 5K, Mark Twain Jeepers 
poker run and everything in between, there was something for people of all ages to enjoy. Seeing children 
having fun, families spending time together and people visiting downtown Vandalia is exactly why so 
many hours of work go into this event each year. 

America’s 250th birthday also seems like an appropriate time to remember something important 
about community. We do not have to agree on everything. In fact, we won’t. We are individuals, and the 
freedom to have our own thoughts, ideas and opinions is part of the beauty of being an American. 

But when we want good things to happen in our community, we have to be willing to work together. 
We have to celebrate our successes together. We have to pick one another up when things are dif-

ficult. We have to recognize what we already have, like Prairie Days, build upon it and keep working to-
ward what we want Vandalia to become. 

We would also like people to know a little more about the Vandalia Area Chamber of Commerce 
itself. Our Chamber is currently made up of a relatively small group of people doing a lot of work, and 
we would love to see that group grow. 

You do not have to own a business to become a Chamber member. You do not even have to repre-
sent a business. Individuals can join, too. In fact, my husband, Al Blackman, and I are individual Chamber 
members. 

Current annual Chamber dues are $60, we meet on the second Wednesday at noon in the Charlene 
Teague Genealogy Center (Dr. Carter’s old office), a room in the museum on Main Street. Being a 
Chamber member is about much more than paying dues. It is about being willing to work with others 
who care about Vandalia and want to help make good things happen here. 

Prairie Days is certainly our largest undertaking, but it is not the only one. The Chamber sponsors 
and provides the candy filled eggs for the annual children’s Easter egg hunt at Baptist Homes Tri County 
Care Center. We host our annual trivia night to help raise money for Prairie Days and supports other 
community efforts when we are able. We sponsor a VF student to attend Girls State. We coordinate and 
create the maps of sale locations for the Spring and Fall All Town Garage Sales at no charge. We collect 
money at a road block to provide multiple scholarships to VF graduates each spring.  Not long ago, the 
Chamber helped make it possible for the elementary school to have a book vending machine, allowing 
children to earn books as rewards at no cost to their families. When opportunities arise to do something 
positive for our community, we want the Chamber to be an organization willing to help. 

We have been told more than once that the Vandalia Area Chamber of Commerce is a little different 
from other chambers.  We are proud of that. 

We hope we are different in all the right ways — because we care about our businesses, but we also 
care deeply about our entire community. We want Vandalia to grow. We want people to come here, stay 
here and take pride in calling this community home. Most of all, we want people working together to 
make that happen. 

 That takes people. 
If you have ever thought, “I wish Vandalia would do this,” or “I would love to help with that,” maybe 

this is your invitation. You don’t have to own a business. You don’t have to have a title. You simply have 
to care about your community and be willing to be part of the work. 

We would love to have you. 
To everyone who sponsored, volunteered, performed, participated, attended, cooked, organized, do-

nated, helped, encouraged or simply came downtown and enjoyed Prairie Days 2026: THANK YOU. 
Thank you for making Prairie Days 2026 a success. Thank you for supporting the Vandalia Area 

Chamber of Commerce. And most importantly, thank you for reminding us what a small community can 
accomplish when we pull together. 

We have a lot to be proud of in Vandalia! 
Cami Blackman 

Vandalia Area Chamber of Commerce

Diane Spradling of Vandalia visited the Barn Baby Art by Sheri Lewis-Grote on 
Saturday, Sept. 26 at Prairie Days in Vandalia.

Caleb “Bones” Owens of Nashville, formerly of Vandalia performs a song with 
classmate Meredith Lynn, while Bhodi Eskew plays for the two. Owens and Lynn 
also performed at the Vandalia Christian Church in their youth.

Travis Gibson returned home to entertain the crowd at the 2026 Vandalia Prairie 
Days. He opened for his classmate of the class of 2002 Caleb “Bones” Owens.

Charlie Wright and grandson, Walker Wright, of Vandalia drove one of the Cull-
well family Allis-Chalmers Saturday, Sept. 26 at Prairie Days.

Members of the Van-Far Class of 1976 met Friday evening, Sept. 25 at the 
Vandalia Country Club for their 50th reunion. Pictured are class members who 
rode in the parade on Saturday, Sept. 26 for Vandalia Prairie Days.
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